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PREFACE.

HILE examining, recently, some papers preserved by Mr.
SpurceoN, we discovered the following rather remarkable
prophecy : —“ The Sword and Trowel will be a powerful spiritual
monthly as long as its world-renowned Editor is remembered among
men. There is always in it something edifying, something interesting
to all lovers of the old gospel; yet all who desire to be in touch with
the Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and his work, can have
their wish gratified at the small cost of threepence a month.”

This paragraph was, of course, intended to apply to the peerless
Pastor and Editor ; but it is worthy of note that the prophet, who
framed it, so worded it that it is equally applicable to those who
have been called to carry on various portions of his service for the
Saviour since he was “ called home.” He is still “ remembered among
men,” and missed more than ever as the years pass swiftly by, and
never was his faithful testimony more needed than it is now.
Happily, by the continued publication of his Sermons and Magazine,
his noble witness to the truth is continued by means of the printed
page, although for nearly eight years thé sound of his voice has not
been heard among the sons of men; and we know that many, who
loved him for his Master’s sake, as well as for his own, still consider
the Sword and Trowel “a powerful spiritual monthly.” We hope
also that all who read it regularly always find in it “ something edify-
ing, something interesting to all lovers of the old gospel.” It is the
aim of its managers that its contents should merit such a description
as that; and they are constantly encouraged by hearing from friends,
far or near, that their object is most blessedly attained. If all who
agree with them would help to make the Magazine even more widely
known, its influence for good might be yet further increased to the
glory of Him, for whose honour it was established, and by whose
gracious guidance and assistance it has been sustained through the
thirty-five years of its existence.

* * *

The friendly prophet, whose words we have quoted, also said that
“all who desire to be in touch with the Pastor of the Metropolitan
Tabernacle, and his work, can have their wish gratified at the small
cost of threepence a month.” Though the circumstances are so
greatly altered since this statement was first made, it is just as
truc now as it was then. Month by month, the Magazine has
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recorded the most important mectings held in connection with the
Tabernacle. and the College, the Orphanage, the Colportage, and
other organizations and agencics more or less closely associated with
it. while “ The Pastor's Page ™ has kept our readers informed con-
cerning certain special portions of his labour for the Lord.

In the contribution lists, which Mr. W. Higgs, senior, always
described as “ the leading article ™ in the Sword and Trowel, the first
place during the past year lhas been assigned to the Metropolitan
Tabernacle Rebuilding Fund: but we trust that, during 1900, that
particular list will no longer have to appéar, because the whole of the
amount needed will have been raised. That result is not nearly
achieved vet, for, according to the figures furnished to us by Mr.
Ford. the energetic Secretary of the Building Committee, there was
still required, on November 15, £4.872 4s. 3d., to complete the total
outlay of £44,576 14s. In the letter, conveying this information, it
was also stated that “the delay, occasioned by the non-deliveries of
iron for the roof. is nearly over. We have received a portion, and
the first of the huge trusses was erected this week. The work is
now going on faster; the vestries and offices are proceeding towards
completion, being roofed and plastered. The seats are being pre-
pared in the shops.” As the work progresses, it is necessary for the
funds to increase, for the restored building cannot be opened in debt,
and the final instalment of the large sum to be expended will not be
forthcoming without much liberality and self-denial from many who
have already contributed, and generous gifts from others who will
wish to have a share in the great effort.

We had intended to present to our readers, as the Frontispiece to
the Sword and Trowel Volume for 1899, a representation of the
interior of the Tabernacle, showing the progress of the rebuilding
down to as late a date in November as was possible; but the photo-
graphs taken revealed “a maze of scaffold poles,” with the outline of
the building scarcely visible between them ; so we have used, instead,
a view which shows how far the restoration had gone some weeks pre-
viously, as friends can form from it a better idea of what the appear-
ance of the much-loved house of prayer will be when it is finished.



INDEX.

PAGE
Almanacks—
Illustrated, Spurgeon’s ... ... 616
John Ploughman’s Sheet ... 616

Autobiography, C. H. Spurgeon, 41, 144, 199,
245, 349, 655

A Vicious Circle . 138

Baptisms, Metropolitan Tabernacle, 145, 247,
342, 413, 456, 535, §73, 621, 658.

Baptisms, Haddon Hall, 43, 90, 201, 342, 573,
621, 658,

Baptist Union of South Africa. Address to
President Kruger ... 619

Bible Translation Society ... 571

Books, NOTICES oF—

Across India at the Dawn of the zoth Cen-
tury, 37; A Captain of Irregulars, 6s54;
Across three Oceans and many Lands, 8g;
A daughter of France, 652; A Dictionary
of the Bible, s69; After Death, 3569; A
Gathered Lily, 410; A Goodly Heritage,
653; A Life Record, 37; A Letter for You,
40; A Little Catechism for Little Protes-
tants, 568; A Lost Art, 409; A Marvel of
Mercy, 197; A Methodist Doctor of the
Olden Time, 88; Anecdotes, Incidents, and
Illustrations, 360; A New and Easy
Catechism for Baptist Schools and Families,
68 ; Annuals, Mr. Bullock’s, 36; Annuals,
unday School Union, 617; An Ancient
Truth applied to Modern Life, 385 A Noble
Revenge; or, Thomas Gladwin's Example,
654; An Oxford Tract for the Times, 88;
Answers from Heaven, s21; A Record of
God’s Skilful Guiding, 197; Apples of Gold
in Pictures of Silver, 35; As Angels see us,
339; A Primer of Free Church History, 338;
A Story of Seven, 653; A Short Guide to the
Reading of the Prophets, 142; A Soliloquy
on the Art of Man-Fishing, 453; A Subtle
Enchantress, 340; A Threefo1d Cord, 455;
A Tract for the Times, 337; A Treatise
concerning the Religious Affections, 1¢8;
At the Eleventh Hour, s71; At the Gates
of the Morning, 38; At the Sign of *‘ The
Pelican,” 651; Autobiography, Dr. Newman
Yall, 37; Austria, 197; A Vanished Nation,
052; A Western Waif, 3.

Baptist Almanac, 36; Baptisms as Set Forth
in the Old and New Testament, 196; Be-
neath the Banner, 8a2; Biblical Museum,
141; Bird Minstrels, 40; ‘' Blessed are Ye,”
83; Blind Loyalty, 654; Bobby’s Surprises,
654; Books that Bless, sar; Bunny's
Friends, 6s54.

Channel-Beds, not Pitchers, 38; China and its
Future, a45; Chinna and His Friends, 453;
Christ Bearing us Company, 407; Christ
Come and Coming, 409; Christ Foreshown,
82; Christ in Possession; or, The Yielded
Life, 651; Christ in the Tabernacle, 3s;
Christian Character, 522; Christianity and
Anti-Christianity in the Final Conflict, 142
Christian Pictorial, a44; Christ in the Old
Testament, 649; Church Courts, s22; Com-
fort and Counsel for Every Day, 37;
Coming to Jesus, 653; Comrades, and other
Straight Talks with Boys, 619; Conne-

Books, NoTices ofF (continued)—
mara, 619; Cromwell and His Times, 338;
Creation according to Science and accord-
ing to Revelation, 454; Cups of Cold
Water, 454.

* Day by Day’’ Almanack, 649; Day of Days,
432; Depth and Power o1 the Christian
Faith, 84; Dick’s Hero, 653; Dwellers in
Gotham, 340; Dying to Self, 84.

Early Church History, 650; Echoes from the
wid Evangel, 339; - Enter Thou,” 140
Essays and Address by Dr. R. W. Dale,
338; Essential Polity of the Church Mili-
tant, 244.

Facts about the Bible, 142 ; Father Chiniquy’s
Dying Confession, 649; Fire Ships, Fire

orks, and Fire Brands, 38; Fireside, 36,
649; Fishers of Men, 655; Footsteps to
Peace, 85; Friendly Greetings, 649; From
Desert to Harp, 38.

George Muller of Bristol, 408; Glimpses of
the Glory Land, 45; Glorious Themes for
Saints and Sinners, 617; God’s Shepherd
Care. Chapters on the Twenty-third Psalm,
650; Good Words, 649; Gospel Extracts
from C. H. Spurgeon, 648; Gospel Seed for
Busy Sowers, 410; Greatest Fight in the
World, 648.

Handbook for Library and Debating Socie-
ties, Bs; Hand and Heart, 649; Hand in
Hand, 452; Handfuls of Purpose for Weary
Souls, 143; Happy Wedded Life. How to
Realise it, 655; Havelok the Dane, 653;
Health at Home, 40; Hiram Golf's Reli-
gion, 87, 619; His Big Opportunity, 39;
History of the Carr Crofts Baptist Chapel,
87; Home-Thrusts; or, Lessons in Domestic
Economy, 655; Home Words, 453, 617:
Household Prayers for use in Family Wor-
ship, 86; How to gain the Eye of the
Young, 39; How to Teach Children, 244.

* I believe,” 618; In His Steps, 195; In
Lionland, 6s4; ‘‘I_Promise,’”’ 4o9; Insect
Lives, as Told by Themselves, 40; In the
Day of the Cross, 83; In the Days of the
Star Chamber, 651; In the Hour of Silence,
523; In the T\viisight, 570; In the Valley ot
the Yauitsee, 245; Is the Christian Ministry
a Sacerdotal Priesthood, 454.

Jesus and His Surroundings, 83; Job, an
Appreciation, 454; John Bumyan, 87; John
Stoughton, D.D., 87.

Kensit, History of the Reformation, s2r1.

Led in Triumph, 81; Legend Led, 654; Life
and its Phenomena. A Demonstration of
the Existence of God, 651; Life of Kinz
Alfred the Great, 197; Life’s Problems, 649
Light in the Home, 649: Light in the
Shadow of the Vatican, 146 : Light and Dark-
ness, 618; Light on the Weary Path, 85;
Little Tapers, s70; Looking Forward, 407:
Lost and Found, 195; Love to the Utter-
most, 198.

Meditations for Quiet Hours. <68; Memoirs
of the Life, Times, and Work of Thomas
Boston, 453: Merry and Wise, 84: Musines
for Quiet Hours, 8s; Metropolitan Taber-
nacle Pulpit, 35; Methods of Selt-Culture,



vi INDEX,

Books, NoTICES oF (continued)—
8s: Midland Sketches, q0; Minister's
Pocket Diarr, 650; Mission Work Among
the. Hoppers in the Weald of Kent, 243;
Mobsley's Mohicans, 652: Modesty, Court-
ship, and Woman’s Rights, 244; Move Tales
Told at the Zoo, 653; Mrs. Sewell’s Poems
_and Ballads, 141.

Nellie, 244; New Series of Teachers' Bibles,
3¢: New Year Messages, 650; New Year's
Cards, Calendars, etc., 3s.

" Qur Blest Redeemer,”” 83; Our Church in
Peril, 88; Our Daily Homily, 86; Our
Litile Dots, 649: Our Lord’s Illustrations,
s~o; Our Vow, 654.

Phil and 1 .. 653

Pitialls in Bible English, 452; Pithy Papers,
132: Physiology, 40; Foints and Illustra-
tions for Preachers and Teachers, 410;
Praver and Faith, s26; Priscilla, 652.

Rambles with Nature’'s Students, 340; Re-
lationship with God, 454; Ritualism, what
is it, and what does it mean, s2a2; Roses,
6s52; Roland Moir's Temptation, 88.

Sacred Songs of the World, 619; *‘ Search
and See’’ Almanac, 649; Seventy Sermon
Qutlines, 8g9; Shall all be Saved? 86;
Short Chapters on Genesis, 86; Silver
Tongues, 148; Sir Constant, Knight of the
Great King, 653; Social Aspects of the
Quaker Faith, 618; Some English Rivers,
610 Songs of Hope and Love, 198; Spiritual
Christianity versus Roman, Anglican, and
Free Church Priesteraft, 196; Stories of
Alpine Adventure, 39; Stories of Bible
Narions, 3g9; Stories of Sea Adventures,
409; Strength and Beauty, 650; Sunday
Teaching, 2435; Sunlit Spray from the
Billows of Life, 38.

Tales of the Divining Rod, 532; ‘‘ Tell,
Them,” 4535; Ten to Oune, §22; The ‘ An-
drew Murray” Year Book, 650; ** This de,”
568 ; Terry’s Trials and Triumphs, 654; The
Abbey on the Moor, 653; The Anglican
Sister of Mercy, 522 ; The Book of Psalms,
the Prayer Book, the Authorised, and the
Revised Versions, in parallel columns, 339,
The Border-Lines in the Field of Doubtful
Practices, 655; The Communion and the
Communicant, 350; The Common Lot, 410;
The Boy’'s Own Paper, 617; The British
Workman, 617; The Band of Hope Review,
617; The Carved Cupboard, 634: The Chil-
dren’s Friend, 617; The Children's Trea-
sury, 649; The Child’s Companion, 6a9;
The Christian Pictorial, 649; The Christ-
jan's Calling, Keeping and Abiding, 82;
The Clergy and the Prayer-Book, 568 ; The
Cottager and Artizan, 649; The Courteous
Kright, and other Tales, 653; The Crisis
of the Church of England, 196, 568; The
Day of Days, as4, 649: The Dragon in the
Castle, 197; The Family Friend, 617; The
Friendly Visitor, 617; The Fire<ide, 649;
The ‘* F. B. Mever’ Birthday Book, 6s50;
The Fellow who Won, 6s52; The Good Shep-
herd, 653; The Golden Shoemaker; or,
** Cobbler * Horn, 653; The Golden Grain
Almanac and Christian's Text Book, 649;
The Golden Text Calendar, 649; The
Girl’s Own Paper, 617; The Harvest of a
Quiet Eve, 618; the Heavenly Bride-
zroom, s70; The Heir of Hascombe Hall,
6:2; The Holy Land in Geography and
Historv, 19¢: The Infants’ Magazine, 617;
The Limits of Toleration, 106: The Logic
of Salvation, 454 ; The Lord Will Reign, 86;
The Man who Feared God for Nought, 454 ;
The Master’'s Blesseds, 198; The Martyr of
Kolin, 318 ; The Motherhood of Jesus, go09:
The New Leviathan, 197, The Palm-branch
and otlier verses, 4o The Pastor as an
Lvanerlict, 45:. The Present Priesthood of

Books, Notvices or (continued)—
our Lord, 196; I'he Principles ol Protest-
antism, 245; The Pronises, 410; The Pro-
gressive Life, 410; The Practice ol Con-
tession in the Church of England, 88; The
Quiver, 649; The Scripture Pocket-Book,
649; The Secret of Achievement, 408; The
Seven Churches in Asia, 143; The Soul’s
Re-birth, 244; The Splendid Stranger, f;
The ** Springing Well " Almanac, 649; 'Iqle
Story ol .George Fox, s71; The Story of the
Man who Fought the Giants, 6s1; The
Story of the Religious Tract Society, s71;
The Story of William Peun, 338; The Study
of the Types, 82; The SunSay at Home,
617; The Sunday Magazine, 649; The Sup-
per of the Lord, 453; The Teacher's Red
Book, 452; The Touchstone, 654; The
Twentieth Century Fund, 142; The Two
Covenants, 198; The Twin Castaways, 653
The Ways of God with Man, s69; e
Young Reporter, 39; Those Queer Neigh-
bours, g23; Three Babies amd what they
did, 654; Tom Graham, V.C., 652; Tongues
for Gospel Bells, 143; Tracings in the Gos-
pel of St. John, 198; Treloil, 653; Twelve
Pioneer Missionaries, 651; Twilight to
Dawn, s70; Two Commissions, 453. C

Watching for the Dawn, 408; Wanderings
East and West, s70; What does the Church
of England say about the Real Presence?
196 ; What Jesus Did, 195; What shall we
think of Christianity? 458; Winter Adven-
tures of Three Boys in the Great Lone
Land, 651; Whispers from the Unseen, 569;
Witnesses for Christ, 6s1; W. T. Moulton,
A Memoir, 618; Why should Men be Born
again? 198.

Bread cast upon the Waters «. 308

Colportage, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Asso-
clation, 43, 90, 145, 201, 247, 526, 572, 621,
638.

Receipts, 47, 103, 155, 204, 351, 347, 415, 463,
527, 8§75, 624, 664.

Called Home— :
Pastor John Bateman, 456 ; Bowes, Mrs. 411;
Cockerell, Mr., 657; Cook, John M., Mr.,
200 ; . Pastor W. Coombs, 297; Pastor T. C.
Gathercole, 247; Pastor J. j Irving, 247;
Guinness, Mrs. H. Grattan, 41; Keys, Pas-
tor J. L., 89; Professor F. G. Marchant,
247; Murphy M., 657; Neal, Mr.
John, 41; Parker, Pastor J. B., z00; Phil-
lips, Mrs. Ross, 456; Skinner, Mr. John
Holt, 524; Spurgeon, Dr. James Archer,
199; Wayland, Dr. H. L., 41; Williamson,
Pastor R. J., s72; Wright, Dr. William,

23.
Césl]ege, Pastors’'—

Annual Meeting 42, 620
Annual Report . 253
Removals, Mr. H. E. Barrell, 42; Mr. D.
E. Chapman, 42; Mr. H. Clark, 42; Mr.
J. J. Ellis, 42; Mr. T. S. Burros, go; Mr. W.
W. Wilks, go; Mr. A. V. G. Chandler, go;
Mr. John Clark, go; Mr. J. G. Potter, go;
Mr. E. Ashton, 145; Mr. W. C. Bryan, 145;
Mr. H. O. Mackey, 145; Mr. T. T. Minchin,
145; Mr. W. F. Reynolds, 145; Mr. H. H.
Hill, 145; Mr. W..J. Harris, 2z00; Mr. D.
Tait, 200; Mr. E. J. Burrows, 247; Mr. S.
W. Twiggs, 247; Mr. D. Chinnery, 34z;
Mr. A. Dickerson, 342; Mr. C. Deal, 342;
Mr. T. L. Edwards, 412; Mr. F. T. Pass-
more, 412; Mr. S. S. Sarson, 412; Mr. G.
Stanlcy, 412; Mr. O. R. Gibbon, 524; Mr.
R. Marshall, 524; Mr. F. Burnett, s72; Mr.
T. M. Smith, s72; Mr. J. Glover, s72; Mr.
C. S. Rose, g72; Mr. W. F. Price, 657;
Mr. W. E. Prichard, 657: Mr. F. L White,
6<=; Mr. T. I. Stockley, 657; Mr. G.
Wainwright, 6¢7.

Mr. C.

Settlements—Mr. F. Burnett, go;



INDEX, vii

H. Clap, 903 Mr. B. S. Morris, go; Mr. W.
G. Scroggle, go; Mr. W. R. Chesterton,

145; Mr. S. J. Bowskill, 342; Mr. C. Beer,
342 Mr. L. Macphail, 42; Mr. W. H
Mann, 342, Mr C Palmer, 342; Mr. T.

Cousins, 343, Smi!h, 411; Mr. F. J.
Wilkey, 413; Mr . E. Joyes, 412; Mr. T.
Hogan, 412 ; Mr. H. Wood, 412; Mr. V'v(]r'
Cooper, 524; Mr. H. R. Cross. 524; Mr. W.
H. Watson, §24; Mr. G. Stone, 524; Dr.
Downie, 524; Mr. S. F. Whitehouse, 524;
Mr. A. Waugh, 572; Mr. R, L. Craig, s5732.
Receipts, 44, 90, 152, 202, 248, 343, 413,
7, 526, §73, 621, 66o0.
Colfege Pastors' Evangelical Association, 245,

. Mrs Spurgeons Present 245
College Pastors’ Missionary Assocra!lon, 92,

2, 202, 248, 346, 413, 457, 526, 573- 622, 661.
Coliege Emblem, Our, e 492
College Conference, The 35th . 233
Colporteurs in Council ... e 336
Conlerence Present, Mrs. Spurgeon S ... 24§
Criticism, The ngher ... 514
Criticism, The Higher, Criticised e 541
Divine Protection (poetry) .. e vee  SIX
Donkeys, Camels, and Missionaries ... 613
Earnestness—Add:ess by C. H. Spurgeon, 1,
Emblem, Qur College 492
Haddon Hall o 246

* Harder to-morrow’ . 398
Help for the Preacher and Teacher ... 609
Home Counties Baptist Association ... 410
Honeysuckle Bush, The ... - 439

Hospital Sunday

Hospital Sunday—Collectron after Sermon by
Pastor T. Spurgeon, 45s.

1dylls of the Countryside, 20; A Great Expec-
tation, 205 Jessie’s Love Story, Tale
of the * Hit or Miss,”” 131; A Vll?age Pastor
of the Old School, 175; May Reveries, 223,
Evening Musings, 331; In the Workhouse,
3957 My Lady’s Garden, 443; A Sunday
Morning Walk, s00; Evenings by the Sea,
;54, The 01d Folks at Home, 506; Closing

I Would Rather 438
John Ploughman’s Gospel Temperance So-
ciety, 361, 456, 572, 620, 656.
ILLUSTRATIONS—
All about the Reception, 121;-A Street
Scene in Kairouan, 33; Avenue in a Hop-
Garden, near Tonbridge, 608 ; Barden Park,
near Tonbridge, 607; Beulah Baptrst Manse,
Bexhill-on-Sea, 425; Building at nga.
where Mr. Spurgeon s Sermons are printed
in the Lettish and Esthonian Languages,
r1z; Conference Hall, 267; Desk Room,
Pastors’ College, 265; The Ormthorhynchus,
or Platypus, 614 ; Library, 268 ; Professor W.
Gaussen M.A.,, LL.B., 261; Professor W.
Hackney, M.A. , 260, New Baptist Chapel,
Manor "Park, 27¢; New Baptist Chapel,
Bishop's Stortford 280 ; New Baptist Chapel,
Chiswick, 129 New Baptlst Chapel, Herne
Hill, 281; New Baptist Chapel, Grovelands
Readrng, 284; New Baptist Chapel, Hales.
owen, 285; New Baptist Chapel, Stockton-
on-Tees, 288; New Baptist Chapel, West
Row, near Mrldenhall, 28p; New Baptist
Cahapel (proposed), Phibsborough, Dublin,

7
Pastors—John Clark, 309; A. G. Edgerton,
126; John Gard, 377; R. Maplesden, 172}
D. Moore, 35; W. F. Price, 230} .T
Soper, 64; A.. C. Short, 282; Thomas Spur-
geon, 349; I. O. Sta]berg, 44r:. T. E. Tit-
lt;nuss, 489; G. W. White, 544; R. J. Peden,
4T,
Patients in Dr. Churcher’'s Medical Mission.
193; Dr. Churcher and his Patients, 237;

Native carriers with Nyassa Industrial Mis-
sion Coffee, 431; Our College Emblem, 492 ;
Some of the Cholo Scholars, Nyassa Tn-
dustrial Mission, 493; The Book and the
Plough, Nyassa Industrial Mission, 427
The Men that sell the Books, 38s.
Lighthouses, Lessons from, Pastor T. Spur-
geon, Conference Address

213, 313.
London City Mission Repor w413
Love your Bibles . - 189
Making an Impression . 437

Metropolitan Tabernacle—
Annual Church Meeting, 80; Sunday School,
247; Rebuilding Fund, Recelpts, 43, 91, 342,
413, 457, 525, 573, 621, 638, Colportage Asso-
ciation, Report of, 349.

Metropohtan Tabernacle Men’s Bible Class,

MacKellar, Thomas . e 408

Memoriam, In, R. J. Williamson . 533

Meaning of the word Church, C. H. Spur-
geon, 139.

Member, A Strong ... - - 505
Mldlane, Albert ee 434, SIL
Modem Bible Burning in England .. 238
Mourners, A Ministry to ... ... 229
Nathhaniel under the Flg Tree ... .. 333

Not of Works

Our OwN MEN—
John Clark, 309; A. G. Edgerton. 126 ; John
Gard, 377; Maplesden, 172 S. Med-
hurst, 599, H. Moore, 25; W, F. Price,
220; W. T Soper, 64; I. O. Stalberg, 441
T E. Tltmuss 489; W. White, 344;

Peden, 541

Our ollege Emblem

Orthodoxy, A Conference Address, by T Han-
cocks 548

ORPHANAGE, Stock‘well, 43, 90, 152 201, 247,
342, 413, 535, §72, 621; Receipts, 43, o1, 152,
203, 249, 346, 414, 452, 526, 574, 622, 661;
Annual Report, 13081899, 455; Annual Fes-
tival, 342; Sea-Side Home, Openmg of, by
Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon, 412; The * Orpha.nage
Quarterly,” 657.

Page, T. Spurgeon ...

Palace Beautiful, The, III by ‘Charles \VLA
ton, 115, 184

Pass it On . 563

Pastor’s Page, The, 16 Go, r"ﬁ, 169, 38:, 423,
494, 538, 604, 634.

Pastors’ College,

75

Metropolitan Tabernacle,

Pastors College Missionary Association 661

Paul’s Mmlstry (poetry), by A. Midlane 564

‘‘ Phaebe,” The, of Abbot’s Hill .. 134

Points never to be Forgotten ... 481

Prayer-meetings as they were, etc., b) c. H
Spurgeon, 3or1.

Prograrnme for 1900 ... 656
‘ Puritan,” The, On Mr. Spurfreon s Ser-
mons, §66.

Rebuilding Metropolitan Tabernacle, Unso-
licited Tesmnonial from Eminent Christian
Men, 23

Review of Mr. Sheldons BooLs, by Pastor

Hugh D. Brown, M.A .. 166
Spurgeon, C. X
dress to City Missionaries, 1, 49;

‘ Spiritual Spring-time,”” A Sermon at Surrey
Chapel, 105, 157; ‘“The Meaning of the
Word Church,” 139; ‘“ Around the Wicket-
Gate ” (A Story of a Conversion), 230

* Prayer-meetings, as they were, and as they
should be,” 3o1; ‘ The Snvmw Name of

Jesus,” a Sermon. 369, 417; '“ The Dew of
Blessing,”” an Early Sermon, 329; ‘A
Visit to Calvary,” g77, 625.

Spurgeon’s, C. H., Most Strlkmc Sermons,
XII, 11; XIIL., 67 XIV., 126: XV., 1%;
XVI., 227; XVII,, 319; XVIIT, 380 XIX.,

4355 XX., s07; XXI., 537; XXII,

6oz, 63(.



viii INDEX.

Spurgeon, C. H., Mr., Going to Hear ... 386 | Walking-stick, Lessons from My... e 509

Spurgeon’s, Mrs. H., Fund for General Wearin’ Awa o 639
Use in the Lord’s Work, 48, 104, 156, 204, When the Swallows Outwnrd Fly .. 614

253, 348, 416, 464, 528, §76, 634, 664.
Spurgeon’s, Mrs., Serious lllness 655
Spurgeon’s, Mrs. C. H., Work Room g. 56,

112, 165, 210, 305, 435, 436 535,

Spurgeon, Pastor Charles, Nelther Dead nor
Dying, so; Please Pass the Honey, 1n1i;
The Winning of Souls, s87.

Spurgeon, Pastor Thomas, How a Holiday
Yields Illustrations, 14, Concerning the New
Tabernacle, 60; All about the l.lﬁc:c:cption,
120; The Marked New Testament, 16g;
Presidential Address, Lessons {rom Light-

Taber-

houses, 213; A Plea for the
nacle Colportage Assoclatlon, 382; No
Darkness at all, 42 A Proper sort of
Parson,”’ 494, §38; 3H«:;hdlay Recollections,
604.

Saving Name of Jesus, The, 137; C. H.
Spurgeon, 169, 417.

Smith’s, J. Manton, Illness . 48

bpmtual Spring-time, sermon by ‘C. H. Spur-

geon, 106, 157.

Spirit of True Service .

Spurgeon, C. H., Standard Life of (Auto-
biography), Vol. II., Extracts and Reviews
in Secular Papers and Magazines, 29, 76,
Vol. IIL, 305, 448, 517.

Street Scene in Kairouan ... - 33

Survival of Christianity, The

The Metropolitan Tabemnacle Aunha.ry “of Lhe
Baptist Zenana Mission, 657.

The7 Standard Life of C. H. Spurgeon, Vol.
1V., 655
““ The Sword and the Trowel,” Vol. XXXV.,
648.

Ten and Fourscore ... . 239
The Faith Child . 512
The Higher Criticism e 141
The Hop-pickers’ Mission ... 520
The Preacher’s Vision, Conference Paper,

Principal McCaig, 321.
** Thou Knowest, Lord ”’ 140

Winning of Souls, The, by C. H. Spurgcon,
614.

Writers of Hymns in the ' Supplement’’ to
Our Own Hymn Book, 498, 560, 610, 637.
Work Room, Mrs. C H Spurgeon's, ¢, 56,

13, 163, 310, 305, 374, 445, 486, 535, 584.

Writers—

Alldrldge, Lizzle, 134, 229; Banks, George,
i Brown, M.A., Piugh D., 166; Camp-
Mrs. D., 513, Churcher, Dr, 33, 193,
=36 613; Clark, J., 140; Collings, J o
o07; Doudney, Rev, o 11 Douglas,
i/[A., James, 435; Gllmore, J. D., 180;
Hackney, Professor, 480; Hall, Alfred
193, 492; Hancocks, T., 548; Harmmer, Al
., 220; Hockey, J. S., 377; Hooper, G. D,
tls-gr; Horne, John, 503, 639; H , 5443
T. S., 26, 70, 131, 17, 323, 331, 308, 3
§00, 554, 596, 645; J. W. »_64; Keith-
Macintyre, J., 67; Kendon, ]. Y., 320,
Latimer, R. S., 380; Lefevre, H. T., s53;
Luff, William, _433 McAusIane, J.. 139;

McCaig, Principal I;zr ;  McKinney,
W. D, 172, 308; Marsh . 437; Med-
hurst, T. . 4413 Mrdlane, Albert, 434,

11, 564, Mnason, §14; Olney, William, 25;
wens, T. G., 189; Parker, A, 614; R. S.,_
239; Sharples, James, 123; -Shindler, R.,
498, 560, 610, 637; Soper, J. A., s12; Spur-
geon, C. H., 1, 29, 49, 76, 105, 139, 157, 205,
230, :10I H369. 417, 481, s39, 577; Spurgeon,
, 9 56, 113, 163, 210, 305, 374, 425,
486 935, 's84; Spurgeon, Charles, s, 111,
587; Spurgeon, Thomas, 14, 60, 120, 169, 213,
313, 382, 4:3. 494. gS, 604, 634; Stanley, C.,
755 Steele, , 401; Tomkins, W, ].,
60z, 631; Urquhart John, s541; Walker,
Alfred, 427; Welton, Charles, 115, 184;
alker, W., 31g; Whale, W., 300, 399.
Vicious Circle, A
Young Christians’ Mrssxonary Umon, 656, 657




INDEX OF TEXTS OF SERMONE’ OUTLINES ETC BY C H SPUH( EON
3
IN “ THE SWORD AND THE TROWEL,” VOLS I —XXX.;

Qenesia 1. 7 el Y P
) . e e e . ear 8
Yoiv.26 . 0 U0 1895 109 » doxix. 26 e
nowisa ol 1819 188 = i6oR 1
o w0l 1884 566 " :c!'}s“' 1880 108
- s -+ no X6 1894 51
=y " 188 178 . " c'cllv' 14 . 1893 541
, XRViiL.I18 ... .. ... 1887 76 | " c!: “. 1393 558
xlii. 22 v .. 1877 B4l ! Y ov.esl T 1995 110
Exodusm 6. el 1889 49 At 218 1874 297
o i, . T 3 | ”» cvy.zg—ﬂ 1871 482
o ELTe. 0 0D 194 42 AL 1891 497
" xvu 8,9 . " 1889 685 i " cm.._ 6 1880 443
. xxiil. 10, u" .. 1893 1 | ” cx.“- NP 1892 556
v xvii, o0 . " lees €83 | " cx{x- 17;96 1882 117
xxxiii. 14 ... ... .. 1884 613 | o CRIR. 1998 535
Y.eviticus xxvi. 4, &e. T 1ssz 232 | T s - 1852 528
Numbers x. 29 ... .. .. 1897 &714 | ” cxim“ Klso e 055 1023 171
a e PR Tolee 909 ' Prove gx vii. 1 (Also page 252) 1892 201
Deuteronomy vii. 8 T loed 318 Ths iv. 1]8 . 1894 263
N xiv. 2 ... 1894 169 R 1878 286
" xx. 1 L 1896 222 " x?i 1894 216
N ¥Xii.8 ... .. 1869 349 T xv.ie . I e
» xxiv, 20 .. 1894 1 A 1894 263
2 i, 11, 13 w1k v XD 1894 263
,, xxxii. 4650 .. 1896 1 w Xxviil 26 .. e
» TOL a0 186 1 - viii, 26 .. 1895 420
Joshua ii. 21 ... 18756 148 7' e 1894 169
» xEi46 .. .. . 1894 265 Eecl. ix. 4m‘3 1602 41
Judgesiii. 20... ... . ... 1874 545 C ct.l  ( 1ges 108
Ratb 14 L a7 anticles ii. 3(A1501880 page 109) 1879 201
IBam. i 27.. .. .. .. 1888 108 v B 1—13(Alkso page1sr) 1809 105
w82 0 T 1mr2 109 v B2 e 1870 97
I8am.vi. 6,7 .. . . 1se4 .82 v RsITo ietliert
. v 14 o0 igpy 549 - fvT (Alsopagen7) lss 229
wo owvies . T Tl g0 Ba7 T T e o
” 22110 ” " " 1668 994 Ismah v 16 (A1501892 page 476) 1891 109
» XX 2 ... 1892 477 l g 1883 617
»  mxiii, 9,10, | [ 1876 439 | R 17 1876 482
«  xxiv, 12 .. .. 1878 B17 v Vi.1-—8 1880 493
xxiv.13 ... 1893 599 " “jx.a 1692 553
I Kings i iv. 33(A1801892,page 637) 1889 153 j——) 52 {‘2,;8 }83

”

5y xvm 43 . iggi gﬁ? TN, u o 1597 518
H-ngsxv 29— a7 Y1887 99 v mm 1 .. ... 1870 207
w  iv.88,41,42 . .. 1876 837 . uﬁ'l o8 .
w o VL1—T .. .. ... 1868 99 - o B e
R 1868 99 w XIv. 17 1893 598
»  XL2 .. . . 1866 & M S a1
no MR o ol 8 - ﬁhx 2. .. .. 1880 112
L. Chron, myiti, 227 18% 113 . hi138 L L 1885 153
Nehernon. XX o 189 263 o LB . o 1893 504
Esthervi.6 .. .. .. . 1885 2 | N .2 8
Job xxwii. 7 .. .. .. .. 1878 1 ! A e
» XxEVii.T.. .. .. . 1883 8 | }w by 18 1
» IXRViiL 23 L L . 1878 212 Tomys oy
Blalm s 1ty o 1876 212 o Mmoo 1877 493
w V3 e .. .. . 1892 201 J BHe oo ooy o
w o ix17.. .. .. .. 1893 B42 i o
w X186 .. .. .. . 1893 599 n BB o e 1o
vy o e o 1893 5% " v1.716 1879 106
" xxil. 31 “ looe 519 »w X 1897 11
v XEV.T.. .. .. ... 1892 252 Lai o oo i
wommwil7 L D e 201 Lomen s, - - 1003 o4
» XXX B.. .. .. .. 1892 262 e e 1098 000
o xxmiie 7 lBss 108 Dad ]_xxx.\v. 29 ... 1893 600
" xxmiv. i1 | 89} 199 anie :7.2;1 1893 452
" )]:1 7 (AlsolBBB,page?O]) 1871 b R }Sg; 1
M ]7 . lggg :.‘;2 Hosea xm 9. 1894 B4T
" s 182 e v SiV.5—T .. 1899 529
" . 9 i Joel ii. 8 1869 241
" 1878 97 i Amosiii. 8 .. 1895 319
n }ggg 11‘15 : v V.8 e 1870 312
" 188 b wov.24 L L 1878 286
" : .o 1686 oo Vi1 . 1872 364
v o Ixxiiio2a L T T 1ses 418 JOmhili'41 1o b
. i . . 2 o
; 1“"."138 vee .. .. 1895 127 Micahii.13 ... .. 1806 471
v lhxxxxm i . %g;& 82 . Habakkuk iii. 2 ... 1898 105
% TS0 188; 677 ; Zech.x.8 .. .. 1866 195
521 W Xiv.20.. . 1566 97

— Mo wn Py 3 . LY N FOR WY 1 1RAA 481



INDEX OF TEXT8 OF SERMONS, OUTLINES, ETO.

Year Page

Matthew i. 1898 27
i i. 21 ( Also 1895, pn.ge 417) 1894 264

. . (Also pnge 417) 1899 369

. ii. 1893 67

- i, 11 1895 265

“ iii. 7, 8 1894 426

. v.1—12 1974 8

" v. 3. 1874 129

- vil. 24— 1894 361

“ xi. 23 (Also 1895, pa.ge 171) 1892 541

. xiii. 1 1878 346
xiii. 24, 25 .. 1895 419

- xiv., 16 . 1871 49

' xXiv. 80 .. 1866 111

. xv. 21—28 .. 1892 128

s xxii. 5 .. 1898 600

B xxii. 87 .. 1892 476

. x¥xii. 41, 42 .. 1896 222

.“ xxiii. 37 .. 1870 49

s xxiv. 12 . 1883 521

“ XXV, 19 .. 1895 268
XXV. 46 1396 109

" xxvi. 30 1867 481

. xxvi. 38 1895 418

. xxviii. . 1893 111
xxvill. 5 .. 1898 492

Marl ii. 11, 12 1894 215
, il 16,17 1896 224
, 1v. 38, 89 1885 1
W V.15 . 1896 175
» V.20 .. 1894 535
. ix.42 .. 1896 173
W Xv.38 .. 1897 571
Luke il 498 ... 1893 544
,, Vil 44 .. 1897 512
,y Vil 18 w. 1896 565
s Vil. 46 ... 1873 407
,, Vil 49.. 1885 661
»y X.84,85 . 1888 49
sy XL 5,6 . . 1896 1
» XL 21, . 1887 49
. Xii.40 .. 1897 228
, X7 ... 1892 556
, xii.8 .. 1892 201
,,  Xiil. 24... 1892 252
. Xiv. 28, 1896 567
,, XX, 10 1897 169
. Xxii 14.., 1873 61
e Xxiii. 42 . 1897 12
s XXV, 47 1894 171
John i. 16 (Also 1897, pa.ge 13) 1865 471
yy V.34 .. 1873 508
- Iv.35 o . ... 1887 13
. V-8 ... 1894 584
. v.85 .. (Alsopage529) 1894 481
y V3T .. . ... 18956 5783
,. Vvii. 37,38 1896 537
, Vil 46 ... 1895 62
,, X.41 1894 635
, .3 L ... 1876 49
b XHL 10w  w. .. .. 1870 25
,, xXv.2 .. (Alsopage170) 1894 55
,y Xiv. 6 .. ... 1895 12
. XEiV.18 .. 1870 450
,y XV.2 1891 425
., Xv.9 16894 425
XV 15 .. 1892 477
., Xvi. 31, 1871 145
,. XvVii. 24 (Also 1594 page 53) 1892 111
,y XViii. 18 1876 97
,  Xix.5 (Also puge 62a) 1699 577
yy XiX. 1 1884 472
" x.x. 20 1895 345
.16 1877 289

Acts ii. 1—6 and 3341 .. 1896 266
5 1X. 18 .. 1877 97
. xXii. 18 .. 1873 362
,, Xiil. 25 . 1894 536
y, XVl 34 1889 201
,, xxiii. 10—13 1881 201
Romans v. 6 ... 1894 491
. vi. 17 1896 223
viii. 26 1892 476

Year Page

Romans xii. 1 .. 1897 167
o Xiii. 12 ... 1889 BIT

v _Xv.§  (Also page 476) 1892 127

L. Cor. iii. 21—28 ... ... 1897 166
» 1. 22,23 .. .. 1894 54

y V. 1,2 (Also page 325) 1887 256
yn IX 27 . 1892 252

w X.4 . ... 1892 476
”» x 13, 17 .. 1883 B3

. 10 .. 1893 544

II. Cor 1 11. 1895 1
R\ 2 1896 522

» iV 7—18,v T 1896 633

,  Viii. 1893 497
w X4 .. (A]sop&ga 424) 1894 266
xii. 9 1898 513

»  xii, 10  (Also page 459) 1882 401

» iv.6
» Vied 1896 520
4y V.9 .o 1893 637
Eph. i. 4 .. . 1893 542
w 1.5 . . 1893 494
, QLB . . 1892 212
» I8 . . 1887 3
, il 12 . . 1892 477
» V.1 . 1896 174
» V.8 . 1893 496
» V.16 . [N 1892 476
v. 2233 . 1894 160

I.Peteni‘l—ﬁ ool Ul 1894 548

” 1692 556

' ii. 7 (Also 1873, pa.ge 120) 1869 481

, i 24,26 v .. 1888 478
V. 7T en . .. 1892 477

II. Peteri.1.. ... 1894 168
b d-4.. .. 1894 443

" ii. 22 ... 1898 569

1. John ii. 12 ... 1892 252
, i 1 . ... 1893 546

» v.18—20 . . . 1876 69
1. John 2 ... ... 1868 462
Rev.i. 17, 18... . 1882 505
g V.5,8 ... 1894 264
» Xix, 9 .. 1892 201
o Xxi.8 ... ... 1893 543
o ExL 27 .. .. .. ... 1893 495






N\OG\9
ﬁ-ﬁ%ﬁﬂ?@éf%ﬁ@ﬁ®@%f}%ﬁ§ﬁﬁ
Z{)F AR @\\/r 2@ 2 bl @<

AR _T,VT\ R
= DR B m%&%&%%%ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ&é
NGO

Stoord and the Trotvel.

JANUARY, 1899.

Garnestiess !

AN ADDRESS TO THE MISSIONARIES OF THE LONDON CITY MISSION, AT THE
DEVOTIONAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY MORNING, JANUARY 1sT, 1861,
BY C. H. SPURGEON.

FORWARDED BY T. W. MEDHURST, CARDIFF.

Y brethren in the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ,
partakers with us in the fellowship of His sufferings, you
will suffer the word of exhortation from me this morning,
I am sure; and may God the Holy Spirit make it quick
and powerful to all our souls, that throughout the coming

year we may serve our Master with both our hands, and with all our

heart, having the whole of our manhood anointed by the Holy Ghost,
and laid as a whole burnt-offering upon the altar of our God !

I think it right to say, before coming to the topic of this morning,
that I am sure the Church of God loves you, and has deep sympathy
with you. T think I speak the feelings of all who know your office
and its trials when I say, in the name of the Church of the Living
God, we thank you, and wish you Godspeed. Little can we tell what
London would have been without you If a great moral change has
passed over it,—and I am sure there has,—it is owing doubtless to
the Christian mlmstry, but equally as much to your untiring labours
from house to house. I scarcely dare to draw a picture of what
London would have been without the London City Mission. I am
quite certain that, had it not been for this instrumentality, our
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ministry would have been utterly powerless, at least in the darker
parts of those thickly-populated lanes and alleys where the voice of
the minister cannot be heard. We thank you, brethren, for the
wisdom which you have displayed; there must have been a groat
deal of holy prudence and lowliness of spirit in you, or else, composed
as you are of all sections of Christians, it would have been impossible
for you to have been held together. It must be a very responsible
thing indeed to be an officer of this Institution. I have none of the
qualifications for such a work as that; I feel it so incumbent upon me
to testify to everything that I believe, that, although I can work
heartily with all in Christ who differ from me, yet I think I should
find it rather difficult to work side by side with those who would
frequently have to contradict my opinions. You must be endowed, I
think, with a large measure of Christian charity, and the officers must
have received that wisdom from above for which our excellent brother
just now entreated the Lord in prayer. May this wisdom, this love,
and the zeal you have manifested, continue and be increased! God
send you, in a sevenfold degree, the unction of the Holy One! May
you know all things, may you do all things, and may you b¢ all things
to all men, that by any means you may win some! Perhaps it is but
little of encouragement that the city missionary gets in his labour.
It is not good for us often to have muck encouragement; our Master
knows that we generally grow best when we are most pruned, He
understands that the knife is one of the best instruments for making
His vines fruitful. But I think, nevertheless, we ought to speak some
words of holy encouragement to you who have been good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, and who have not laboured in vain.

Now I come to the topic of this morning. I have not taken a text,
nor have I chosen any didactic subject. I knew to whom I should
address myself, and have therefore selected a theme that is practical
rather than doctrinal. My subject is to be,—EasrNrsrnEss; and I
shall speak, first, of ¢ls absolute necessity in your office; next, of the parts
of your office tn which it must be most apparent; then, of certain things
which would damp ¢t ; and, lastly, of some things which should tend to
stimulate it.

I. TFirst of all, T refer to THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OF EARNESTNESS
IN YOUR OFFICE.

Dissenting as I do from many of the opinions of that great man of God,
Mr. Richard Baxter, I cannot but consider him to be the medel minister
of Jesus Christ. As a preacher, he had such earnestness that he has
been styled the English Demosthenes. Better still, he knew so well “ the
terror of the Lord,” that scarcely could Paul himself have persuaded
men with greater earnestness than did Richard Baxter. He knew
what it was to have his knees knocking together while he preached to
sinners of ‘““the wrath to come.” Seldom did he go from his
pulpit satisfied with his performances, but he went to his knees to
weep and bewail himself because he had not been more earnest with
the souls of men. I do not marvel, however, at his earnestness in the
pulpit; but what has made me consider him to be the very prince of
preachers is the fact that he was equally in earnest in the pastorate.
Every house in Kidderminster was visited by Richard Baxter. There
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was not a child in the parish whom he had not catechized; there was
not a backslider whom he had not warned ; there was not a reprobate
whom ho had not addressed with solemn awe. The whole of the
inhabitants of the town knew that Baxter considered himself to be the
father of the flock ; he was not only the preacher in the pulpit, but
he was the pastor in the parish.

I scarcely know by what stress of circumstances the minister’s
work in London has become divided. I say honestly, from my inmost
soul, I do not conceive myself to be guilty of any dereliction of duty
because I can take only one part of Baxter’s work; it is utterly
impossible that I should take the other part. IfI can preach twice
in the day here, and there, and everywhere, as an evangelist; and if
I can say that I exhaust myself, and can do no more, I think I cannot
plead guilty, if another part of the office is left to others. Through-
out London, the pastorate, especially among the Dissenting churches,
has, to a large extent, to be left to you,the city missionaries. You do
not take Baxter's place in the pulpit, but you do take his place in the
houses. I hold him up to you as the very mirror and pattern of a
missionary ; going from house to house instructing, in the streets
exhorting, under each roof teaching, and personally labouring for the
souls of men. But mark, if you were to ask for Baxter's plans of
visitation, you might, when you read them over, think them extremely
ordinary, and having but little force in them. The power of Baxter
lay not in his method, but in his earnestness, There was such a
fire burning within him that it all but consumed his bones. He was
so passionate for the conversion of men, that he was seldom in good
health ; and, like a sword too sharp for its scabbard, his soul cut its
way out of his body, and he died full of disease and pain. He would
have done no good, he would have been of no service to the Church of
Christ, simply as Richard Baxter, if it had not been for Richard
Baxter’s earnestness. His divinity might have been worthless, his
preaching might have been a delusion, his visitation an imposture, if
it had not been that his soul was in his work, and the whole man was
wherever Baxter was. To you city missionaries, I say, in your office
earnestness is above all thingsnecessary. In the ministry, earnestness
is of the first importance; and yet to our shame let it be said, many
of the duties of the ministry may be discharged without earnestness.
There are men who can hold together a congregation by the force of
oratory ; there are some who can enchain the ear, and fascinate
the heart, by polished periods and glowing sentences, while they
themselves know that they do but play the actor’s part, and speak to
others what they have never felt themselves. Certainly, a minister
without earnestness is the most pitiable of objects; yet he may have a
measure of success. But to you, brethren, this is impossible. You
have no field for oratory, you have no opportunity for the exhibition
of your powers of eloquence ; yours is downright hard work ; there is
nothing of beauty or fascination in it; and without earnestness, what
Instrument is left to you? If you cast away zeal from your service,
of what use are you? Had you not better lay down the name of
the office than hold the title if you do not live up to it ?

If, on the other hand, you, as city missionaries, had simply to be the
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dispensers of the public alms, earnestness might not be so necessary.
If you carried loaves in a basket in one hand, and a well-filled purse in the
other hand, the people would welcome you, whether you were earnest
or not. It would signify but very little what fire of love there was
in your heart; they would be content with the loaves and the silver,
and your mission might be right well fulfilled. But, since you are
entirely divorced from opportunities of doing good by these means,
how can you hope that the people will receive blessing through you, if
your hearts be cold towards them, and indifferent to your holy minis-
try ? In other offices, something may be done while the heartis cold ;
nothing, I grant you, that is acceptable to God, but yet something
which looks like success ; but, in your case, there can be nothing at all
accomplished unless your whole soul be saturated through and
through with the sacred oil, and then be set a-blazing as though you
were one mass of light and fire.

Let me ask you now, what can you do when you go out into the
street, and rap atthe first door, and enter it ? W hat excuse have you for
entering into an Englishman's house, unless you go there in real carnest 2  As
a mere matter of office, you have no right to enter his house; your
office of city missionary does not entitle you to enter that man's
house; your only warrant is, that you feel you have a call from
God to tell the inhabitants of that house to escape from the wrath to
come ; but if you have not earnestness, there is a clear proof that you
have not God’s warrant for entering; you are an intruder into the
house, you certainly will not be required there a second time, If you
are not in earnest, what will the person say? ‘¢ That man has under-
taken to call and see me, but I will undertake that he shall not do so.”
If, however, you are in earnest, you may reasonably hope that the
person may say, ‘‘ However little I may value that man’s visits, yet he
will call to see me, and he will be unhappy if I do not let him; so I
had better listen to him, and let him come again.” I say that your
office is an intrusion upon the privacy of an Englishman if you do not
carry earnestness into it ; and if you have not this to excuse you, your
office will very soon become contemptible in the eyes of those whom
you visit.

You, my dear friends, as city missionaries, need earnestness,
moreover, because ¢t is not possible for you to render your account to the
Church unless you really serve it with all your might. There always lies
upon you and me what some of the ungodly consider an odium ; they
look upon us as being paid servants of the Church. So we are, and
we think it no dishonour. The Church does not always give us what
our services are worth; and especially in your case is this true,
Doubtless, the Church would do so if she found that the means were
ready to her hands, and she ought to do so if it were within her
power. But, inasmuch as we are paid servants of the Church, unless
we are in earnest, we take money to which we have no right. For me
to receive my salary, is robbing the Church unless I serve it with my
whole moul; and it is the same with you. If you do mnot put
your whole heart into your work, you have taken money for services
which you have not rendered. The Church does not support you and
me that we may be images to look at, but that we may be servants to
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labour. We are not maintained that we may go through mere
routine, but that we may give our body, soul, and strength to our
Master’s service, being the better enabled to do so if we are kept
from the cares of this life. How, then, I ask, can you render your
account to the Church unless you are in earnest ?

But, above all, what account can you and I render to our God at the last,
of we go about our work Ustlessly and carelessly 2 How shall we stand at
the judgment-bar ? How shall we bear to hear it said, ¢ I sent you to
perishing sinners, and you sought not to save them. Isentyouinthe
Name of Him that bled, yet you did not weep over the lost. I bade
you testify in My Name, and as an ambassador for Christ, to persuade
men, but you did not persuade them; you missed opportunities of
doing good ; you passed by seasons when the heart was impressible,
and you might have driven home the truth ; and there they arein hell,
weeping, and wailing, and gnashing their teeth, thousands out of your
district, the sinners that were in the streets, and lanes, and houses
where you were called to visit”? What can you and I say in that
day ? What will the unfaithful minister dare to say ? Will not his
knees begin to shake through the tremors of an unutterable fear? Will
not a double hell, a hell multiplied in proportion to the number of souls
who, by his instrumentality, were damned, seize upon his soul ? Oh!
better would it have been for us that we had never been born than
that we should profess to be ministers and missionaries for Christ, and
yet not throw our hearts into the work. I implore and beseech each
one of you,—and in so doing I lift up my heart to God, that what I
ask you to do I may be enabled to do myself,—* Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”
Whatsoever God gives you to do, do it as a man would if he knew he
should die as soon as it was done, and should have immediately to give
an account to God as to how he had done his work. Live each dayas
though that day were the end of living here, and be prepared to die
when each visit is over ; labour as though the putting off of your coat
at night should be the signal for the putting on of your shroud; so
shall you live to purpose, and God, even our God shall bless you; “‘and
that right early.”

II. Now permit me to turn to the second part of my sabject, upon
which I have somewhat trenched already. THERE ARE PARTS OF
YOUR OFFICE WHICH MUST CLATM EARNESTNESS AT YOUR HANDS.

I have already alluded to one of these, that of house-fo-house visi-
tation. Let me repeat that your visitation from house to house is an
unwarrantable intrusion unless you have a mission from God to enter
the houses of the people. The warrant of Heaven allows you to go
anywhere ; as the sheriff, with her Majesty’s warrant, mayp enter any
house, 80 may we with the warrant of the King of kings. But you
have not that warrant, and you will not have the impudence to think
that you have it, unless you are in earnest for the winning of souls to
Christ. I suppose that every missionary here would give the same
reply to a question I am about to put,—What is the object of your
life? I do not imagine that anyone here would give any other
answer than this, “ The object of my life is to win souls” 1 do not
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think, my brother, you would be satisfied to say, My object is to get
people to attend the house of God.” I think you would not be con-
tent to say, ‘“ My object is to get children to the Sunday-school.” All
that would be true; these are incidental objects, and very important ;
but you would say, ““No; my direct and special end in living is to
seek the immediate conversion of the souls under my charge.” You
have not reached the true dignity of your position unless you can
say that.

There are many Sunday-school teachers who say that they are
teaching in the school that they may prepare the children’s minds for
the ministry of the Word ; but I believe the object of all ¢rus Sunday-
school teaching is the immediate conversion of the children, as children.
So is it to be with you, brethren; you are not to say, “ We are to try
to lift these people up to another stage.” No; your object is, in the
power and energy of the Holy Spirit,—and may God, in His gracious
sovereignty, send down that rich anointing upon you,—your object is
thsg these souls may now, through your instrumentality, be converted
to God. '

I say solemnly, though to some it may seem a hard saying, that,
unless souls are converted through you as the instrument, you have
lived in vain; unless you personally are, in the hand of God, the
means of bringing souls to Christ, you have not answered the end of
your being, much less of your office. I can understand 'a city
missionary, who has had but very few spiritual children, labouring
for a time in vain; but I cannot understand either minister or
misgionary being happy while he is not blessed. I can comprehend
my preaching, and yet God’s withholding the dew of blessing from
it; but I could not call myself anything less than a monster if I
could preach and be content and happy unless eouls were being saved
under my ministry. May God seal our mouths in eternal silence
sooner than let us preach and be content and happy while souls are
being damned! I should look upon it as being a proof of apostasy
and reprobation if, as a minister, my heart did not yearn over souls,
and ¢ travail in birth ” till Christ be formed in them.

Now, since I believe this is your object, I ask,— Wkat can you do
without earncsiness 2 You may do without Latin and Greek, you may
do without learning, you may do without ten thousand things; but
you cannot win souls without earnestness. God has blessed many a
zealous fool to the salvation of souls; but it would be strange if He
blessed a cold-hearted man. The Lord uses very poor instruments to
do His work ; I have known sinners converted to God, instrumentally,
by members of my congregation who could not speak a single
sentence grammatically, and who misquoted Scripture at such a rate
that I should be frightened to listen to them ; but I have seldom seen
genuine conversions under any man, however great his ability, or his
apparent industry, unless he was full of life and fire,. We do want
light ; but, more than all, we want fire; -we want to be like John the
Baptist, who was a burning as well as a shining light. You must
burn your way through this world if you mean to be a soul-winner;
if ever you are to do good service for Jesus Christ, it must be by
carrying sword and fire hefore you; *‘the sword of the Spirit, which
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is the Word of God,” and the fiery emergy of His Divine influences.
‘Without these two things, you may bear the name, but you will never
rightly fulfil the office of a missionary or a minister of Christ Jesus.

But, my dear friends, there is another point in which earnestness is
especially needed by you, and that is, in your own private prayers. The
Mission cannot prescribe how many hours you should spend in
prayer; but, let me ask,—How many hours a day do you pray?
I may not suggest how long you should, but I think we may
each ask ourselves, ‘“How long during the past year did I spend
upon my knees?” It would be a very instructive task for us
all if we were to keep a memorandum book, and put down how long
each day we were at prayer; we should be startled to see what a little
time we spend on our knees. The Lord doth not reprove us this day
for lack of preachings, and teachings, and visitings ; but He reproveth
us because we have bought Him ‘‘no sweet cane with money,”
neither have we filled Him with the fat of our sacrifices in private.
I do feel every day that the power of a minister or a missionary must
be won upon his knees, Iknow of a truth that, when I have been at all
slack in my supplications, though I may have prepared my sermon as
carefully as possible, I have always been powerless in the delivery of
it. I can bear my testimony, as a constant preacher of the gospel of
Christ, that it is prayer that makes us strong; and it must be so with
you, my brother. If you go to your work without prayer, I pity you;
but if you can come back from your work without prayer, I not only
pity, but I must upbraid you. Shall I see sin in its naked deformity,
and not pray to God to cleanse it? Shall I be called every day to
walk in the midst of the thick darkness of this city, and not cry to
the Sun of righteousness to arise upon it?. Can I stand by the bed-
side of the dying, and offer a prayer there, and not return home to
pray for that dying man? If I can, oh! search me, good Lord, and
try me, for it may be that, after all, I am only a hypocrite, and that
Thy grace is not in me. You who see some of the worst forms of
evil, you who come into continual contact with it,—I ecannot imagine
you ever being of any service if that contact with evil does not drive you
to your knees. If you lose earnestness in prayer, if you cease to be
much in your closet, you had better resign your office; I am sure you
had. Every day you hold it, you add sin to sin; and every hour you
continue in it, you do but aggravate your iniquity, and grieve the Holy
Spirit. Take heed, lest He should leave you to go to your work
alone, and ther what will you do?

Again, my dear friends, you particularly need earnestness, I am
sure, in your cotlage meetings, The Mission has a fiction that you are
not allowed to preach; but you all do preach. You do not, perhaps,
take a text, but you do expound the Scriptures; and it is a distinction
without a perceivable difference, as far as I can observe. But your
teaching or preaching differs from that of the ministry in this respect ;
we can command the crowded audience, and it is but honest to say that
there is a kind of excitement given to the speaker when the place is
well filled, and especially when the building is capacious. I have
heard some foolish persons say they believed they could very easily
preach if they had three thousand people to listen to them. I only
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wish they would try it; they might find that, while there are some
advantages in great numbers, there are, on the other hand, some
disadvantages. 1 would not, however, overestimate these; but, when
you have a cottage meoting, and there are only four, five, six, or a
dozen persons present, and perhaps three of them babies, crying, I
cannot conceive of your getting on unless you are in downright
earnest. Imagine that you have twenty in your audience, and out of
those twenty the major part persons who are utterly unconcerned,—men
who have been induced by their wives to come in and listen to you,
and who sit all the while as if they wished they could be at the public-
house. You speak, you pray, you read the Scriptures, you tell an anec-
dote, you look round, and wish that man in the corner would become
interested, but he will not. You rack your brains to think of something
else that you can say. That is excellent practice and most holy practice
for you; but, my dear brethren, if you arenot all alive, if you have not
the determination to discharge your conscience, you will go homse
the most miserable of men. You lack the enthusiasm of the great
assembly; you lack the afflatus of publicity; and if you are not
filled with the Holy Spirit, and with fire from on high, you must
be wretched in your office, and, I am certain, you must be unsuc-
cessful in it. If you are really in earnest, those men who have
not listened to the Word before are likely to prove the best hearers
in the world. They are like men whose eyes are just opened;
and when they see the stars, how great is their surprise! They are
not, as a rule, gospel-hardened sinners that you have to listen to you;
they are not men who have had the gospel drummed into their ears
till they have become deafened by its influence. As they see you
earnest, they do not criticize your style, and pull your words to pieces;
but, seeing that you mean what you say, they give you a hearing. If
you are truly in earnest, God will bless you; He must bless you. He
never did make a man in earnest to win souls without intending that
souls should be won by being really brought by him to Christ.

I must again say that, in all these things in which you, as mission-
aries are engaged, I can see no hope whatever of blessing for you
unless you are terribly in earnest; unless as if life and death,.etermty
and judgment, were before your eyes, and you were ready to live or to
die if you might but win immortal souls. You can write up your
journal, and make it look very respectable, and yet do no real good.
You may pay your visits, just as a galvanized corpse might be made
to go round to the doors; but, in such a case as that, it would be, the
more visits, the more sins, You may be commended by the officers of
the Society; using all their discernment, they may not be able to
detect the lack thatthe Lord sees. But, oh! my brethren, they cannot
cause you to be accepted of your God, and that should be our chief
concern. It is little for us to be approved of men; it is little for
us to be thought industrious or earnest; the great matter is rea'.lly to
be 80, and to have the witness in our conscience that, in all sincerity, as
in the sight of God, we have served the Lord Jesus Christ, and
endeavoured to bring His lost sheep to His fold.

(To be concluded next month.)
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Hes, @ B, Spurgeon's THork-room.

OU, my dear readers, must share my pleasure in a tender letter

from Texas, concerning my beloved husband and his Standard

Life. The writer announces himself as ‘‘ Special Lecturer on Missions,

and Ethics of the Ministry, in the great summer Bible School of

Baylor University,” and you certainly ought to hear him speak for
himself :—

“Dear Mrs. Spurgeon,—Kindly excuse the intrusion, but I cannot
resist the impulse to give some faint expression to the feelings of my
heart. I have, this moment, finished reading the first volume of the
matchless Autobiography of that matchless preacher, C. H. SpuraEox.
I have from childhood feasted on his writings, and longed for the
time when I might journey to London to see and hear him ; and I
was once so presumptuous as to write to him, while I was in College.
‘When Dr. Broadus left our Seminary, in Louisville, to spend his last
summer in England, expecting to meet Mr. Spurgeon before his trip
to Mentone, I envied my instructor the joy he was to experience ; but
he, alas ! was not so favoured, for the fatal illness had commenced,
and the great man lay on a bed of sore sickness.

“Vol. IL. of the Aulobiography has just appeared in this country,
and I am eagerly expecting my copy. Wehavehundreds of preachers
here in training, and it is my purpose, when all the volumes shall
have been received, to prepare an explanative illustrated lecture on
Mr. Spurgeon’s life, for the inspiration of my fellow-labourers. For,
when I read the book, my tears flowed so spontaneously, and my
heart burned so within me to be a more worthy ambassador of Christ,
that I doubt pot a true account of his life will urge thousands of
brethren to a more earnest and efficient ministry.

“ Devoutly praying that God may extend your own useful ministry,
of which I have read so much in former memoirs of the great
preacher, and congratulating you on being ¢ blessed among women,’ in
that you were privileged to be the consort of such a man,

“T am,
*Your fellow-servant in Christ, R. N. B.”
* * * *

Ah, dear friends, most of you know of the deep heart-ache which
this month of sad memories brings to me! The swiftly-passing years
may mitigate the grievous pain of the wound God’s hand gave me,
seven years ago, but they cannot heal it;—only the same gracious
hand can do that; and it seems to me He hath bound up the sore
heart just enough to make life bearable, while His purposes are being
unfolded, and the “ making whole” will come in His own good time.

I was, indeed, ‘“blessed among women” during my husband’s
lovely life; but now, in my loneliness, I am sometimes tempted to
say, ‘I went out full, and the Lord hath brought me home again
empty. Call me not Naomi, call me Mara.”

* * * *

“ I cannot find Christ ! Ok, do help me to find Christ ! Again this
pathetic cry has reached my ears, and stirred my heart to tenderest
sympathy. I feel a travail of soul, an anguish of longing, for the
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deliverance of the poor tried and troubled heart that utters it. And
if I, a fellow-sinner, and a fellow-seeker, am thus moved to com-
passion, what must be the yearning of the Saviour’s heart over these
weak ones whom Satan has blinded and beguiled with his devices ?
Oh, that I might have words given me in which to set forth so plainly
His ability and willingness to ‘‘save to the uttermost,” that at least
one soul (if it please Him, the one whose distress is so specially laid
on my heart,) may know the joy of finding Him in these pages !

“I cannot find Christ” It 1s such a helpless, hopeless wail ; —the
more pitiful because so dishonouring to the loving Lord whose
testimony concerning Himself is, I am found of them that sought 2o
not ;"—so willing, nay, so anxious, so impatient is He to reveal
Himself to those who long for His salvation. ‘* Cannot find Christ ? ”’
Why, dear heart, you might as well say you could not find the sun,
when its light and warmth and power were flooding your whole
material being! But, as the sun’s glorious orb is hidden when clouds
obscure the sky, so, alas! is Christ the Sun of righteousness too often
veiled from sight by the mists and fogs of sin and unbelief whick
arise from our distrustful hearts, ‘‘ Help me to find Christ /"’ pleads
my poor friend. Alas! I cammot open your eyes; but I can
absolutely assure you that, if you will look, you will see Him ; ‘that,
if you will truly seek, you will find. Has He not Himself said so ?
And is not His least Word perfect truth? Moreover, the power to
look is His gift, the will to seek is His Spirit’s working ; you could do
neither without Him. I hope I may not be thought irreverent if I
here use a very simple and commonplace illustration which has
occurred to me. When I was a young girl, I was greatly amused,
whenever visiting my grandparents, at the constant loss and supposed
disappearance of their spectacles. ‘  Have you seen my glasses,
dear ?” grandmother would say; or grandfather would call out, in a
distressed tone, ¢ Come here, child, and help me look for my specs, I
have been searching for them everywhere.” Nine times out of ten,
perhaps, the missing articles were all the while comfortably reposing
on the most prominent feature of their faces; and this is the point of
the simple parable, that they could not have looked for them, to any
purpose, if they had not kad them on ! ‘

You smile; yes, but I want you to do more than that, and if God
will but unveil the rough simile to your understanding, you may yet
laugh as Mercy did, when she dreamed bher sweet dream in the
Palace Beautiful, and saw one with wings coming towards her, who
took her by the hand, and said, * Mercy, come after me,”” leading her
up to the very throne of God. ‘*But did I laugh?” she said to
Christiana, and her friend made answer, ‘ Laugh! ay, and well you
might, to see yourself so well.” Oh, that such holy merriment might
break forth in your soul at this moment, dear friend, as you recognize
how near Christ has been to you all the time, and that you have but
to look to Him, and live!

Can you not see that the two cases I have put before you are
strangely analogous, though one borders on the ridiculous, while the
other touches the sublime ? The old man, looking for his glasses by
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the aid of the lenses themselves, is a fair representation of your soul
looking for Christ through the grace which He has given you for this
very purpose. Let this thought be a day-star of hope to your hitherto
benighted mind. Cease your weary, restless searching, and be
blessedly content to find Jesus nearer than you thought for, and
already beginning in you the work which He will surely complete.
«The Word (Jesus Christ Himself) is nigh thee, even in thy mouth,
and in thy heart;”—believe on Him with thy heart, confess Him with
thy mouth, and thou shalt be saved, * for the Scripture saith, Wroso-
EVER BELIEVETH ON HIM SHALL NOT BE ASHAMED.”

As I am writing this, a letter comes from one whose clear testimony
to the grace and love of the dear Lord may perhaps entice another
soul to trust Him. Entirely deaf, living quite alone, and having had
every earthly prop removed from underneath her, this lonely friend
hes learned to lean hard on Christ, and stay herself upon her God,
and she has found Him all-sufficient to meet and supply every need,
both of soul and body. ¢ He seems to take the oversight of all my
little concerns,” she says; and while writing to me about His loving-
kindness to her, her heart is so glad that she must needs sing
Christiana’s lilting rhyme,—

‘“ Blesa'd be the day that I began
A pilgrim for to be;
And blessed also be that man
That thereto moved me.”
¢“Ah! dear Mrs. Spurgeon,” she continues, ‘¢ ¢ that man’ was no other
than your beloved husband!”

I can plainly read the secret of her happy Christian life; cannot
you, dear friends? It lies in that complete surrender of herself and
her will to Jesus, which enables her to say, ¢ He secems to take the over-
sight of all my little concerns.” She has no care,—she has cast it all
upon Him, and finds His Word true, that He careth for her. Weary
and heavy-laden, she has come unto Him, and His sweet promise has
been fulfilled, He %as given her rest. Why, oh, why, dear troubled
ones, will you not at this very moment trust such a mighty, present
Saviour ? S. 8.

Q. 5. Spurgeon’d most Itriking Sermons.

XII.—By Rev. D. A. DoupyeY, HarrorD REOTORY, FARINGDON.
A OLERGYMAN’'S RECOLLECTIONS OF AN ‘‘ ECHO ’ SERMON FORTY
YEARS AGO.

IN the year 1859, I heard Mr. Spurgeon preach two striking

Sermons, on & week-day, out-of-doors, in a lovely country valley.
I happened to be staying at Portsmouth, and saw notices posted up
that Mr. Spurgeon was to preach on a certain day at Rowland's
Castle, near Havant, and that excursion trains would convey passengers
thither; so I took a ticket, and went. It was a bright summer’s day,
and a large congregation assembled. The air was extremely warm,
and before the services commenced, it seemed curious to see boys
going in and out amongst the people,—who were seated on forms and
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chairs and various kinds of seats,—with buckets of water and glasses
or cups; and the attention was evidently much appreciated, as some
of the people had come a long distance, and they appeared to be very
thirsty.

The first service was held in the afternoon, and the second in the
evening. The text in the afternoon was, Psalm xxiii. 1 : ¢ The Lord
is my Shepherd ; I shall not want;” and the Sermon was a clear and
practical exposition of that sweet Psalm. I remember being greatly
struck with the manner in which the preacher suited his discourse to
his andience. He appeared to be fully aware that they consisted
chiefly of country people, and he made use of country similes and
country expressions, and alluded to country life, in a way which they
could easily understand. I could see some farmers, sitting near me,
nudging one another repeatedly, and turning round and smiling at
one another, in evident appreciation of Mr. Spurgeon’s homely
remarks.

The text in the evening was part of the 13th verse of the 5lst
Psalm : ‘“Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways.” I do not
possess the excellent memory of the ¢ Octogenarian’’ whose  Re-
collections " are given in the October number of the Sword and Trowel;
and, consequently, I cannot give the exact heads of the discourse;
but, if I mistake not, the preacher spoke of the psalmist as being a
royal teacher of Christ, and of the great truths of the gospel, in
anticipation of the gospel dispensation; and he especially alluded to
David’s deep personal conviction of sin, as expressed in this Psalm,
to his earnest supplication for pardonm, to the intense joy which he
experienced when that pardon was made known to him, and to his
determination to make known the same pardon to others. Then
Mr. Spurgeon enlarged upon the gracious invitations of the gospel,
as holding out promises of the same pardon and joy to all sin-stricken
and seeking souls ; and, as he drew towards the close of his Sermon,
he made a powerful appeal to his hearers to see that now, in an
“ accepted time,” and in a * day of salvation,” they, by the grace of
God, personally accepted those invitations, and became possessors of
that pardon and joy.

Then a remarkable circumstance occurred. I have mentioned that
the valley in which we were assembled was a lovely ome. It was
surrounded by hills clothed with woods and verdure, and on tl'm.t
evening the atmosphere was perfectly calm and stilL The sun, which
had been shining brightly all day, was sinking in the West; and the
large concourse of people, listening with fixed attention to the earnest
pleadings of the young preacher, made altogether a sceme which one
could not easily forget; but, although Mr. Spurgeon had spoken with
considerable force and energy during the day, and used his noble
voice so that every one of his auditors must have heard him distinetly,
I, for one, had not noticed that there was a remarkable echo at the
spot. The preacher, however, had evidently observed it, and he used
the fact in a most effective way. When he came to the close of his
last appeal, Le exclaimed, with great deliberation and impressiveness,
“Yea, even Nature herself confirms and repeats these gracious
invitations, for she too says, again and again,”’—here he raised his
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voice to its highest piteh, and shouted with wonderful power the
words—** Come,— Come,—CoME.”” And instantly, amidst the breath-
less silence of the congregation, the words were echoed from the
hills around, again and again, until they softly died away in the
distance,—*¢ Come,—Come,—Come, —Come,—Come.” A thrill, like
an electric shock, passed through the audience, and probably most of
those who were present will remember the circumstance as long as
they live.

It may be imagined that, as the congregation dispersed, the closing
scene formed a general subject of conversation ; and perhaps I may
venture to mention & little incident which may serve as an illustration
of the indirect effects of so striking a Sermon. I was at that time an
aspirant to the Christian ministry; but I was, I fear, to be numbered
then—and, alas! how often since—amongst the timid ones who
hesitate to speak in the Master’s Name. Emboldened, however, by
the young preacher’s earnestness and fervour, I ventured, on the home-
ward journey, to address a fellow-traveller upon the important truths
to which we had just been listening,—the ‘* echo ” incident forming an
easy introduction,—and a memorable conversation followed. My
companion was a young man, and he looked extremely ill; he
subsequently told me that he was afflicted with a very serious disease,
and that several doctors, whom he had consulted, had given him to
understand that his days were numbered. I found that he was
a believer in the Lord Jesus, but he was a very halting one, and he
was greatly harassed with doubts and fears. I was enabled to
point him to some reassuring truths, such as the completeness of the
Saviour’s atonement, the efficacy of His righteousness, and the all-
prevailing influence of His intercession, and it seemed as if a new light
dawned upon him, and that his doubts and fears were allayed.
‘Whether the effect was permanent, I cannot say, for I never met him
again, but the conversation seemed to be like ‘& word in season,”
ordered from above, and certainly it was wholly a result of the
‘““echo "’ Sermon.

Twenty-seven years afterwards,—namely, in August, 1886,—I had
again the pleasure of hearing Mr. Spurgeon. I had an unengaged
Sunday in London, and I made my way to the Metropolitan Taber-
nacle, accompanied by one of my young sons, who was at that time,
in his turn, an aspirant to the ministry, and . who has since been
appointed to an important ministerial charge in Australia. We were
shown into a seat somewhat behind and above the pulpit-platform,
where we had a full view of the immense congregation,—a most im-
pressive sight. When the revered Pastor entered, and commenced
the service, I instantly recognized the same grand voice which I had
heard so long before; and, as he proceeded, I observed the same
remarkable clearness of enunciation and ready command of language;
but there seemed to be, in addition, a mellowness of spirit, and a
ripeness of experience, which were not apparent before, and conse-
quently his words seemed to be more weighty than ever, and to go
more directly from heart to heart. The text was, Isaiah xxxv. §: “A
highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called, The way
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of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for
those : the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therein.” The
preacher expounded the words practically under the following heads:
—(1) A Public Way; (2) A Plain Way; (3) A Pure Way; and (4)
A Protected Way; and he enlarged very forcibly upon those different
points. At the close of the Sermon, he briefly mentioned a benevolent
object in which he was deeply interested, and which was in want of
funds; and he concluded with this simple—but I thought very effective
—appeal, “ Will you kelp me to-day?” I know, at least, that one heart
was touched, and that some purse-strings were loosened.

The Pastor's Page.
BY THOMAS SPURGEON.
How a Hovrmway Yierps ILLUSTRATIONS.

THE TALK CONCLUDED.
UMOTUR hath it that the Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle
went a-fishing during his holiday. As a matter of fact, he never
once handled a rod. Some of his friends did, however, and that with
very scant success. The fact is, that the season was over and gone,
for that locality. I comfess to no slight fondness for the gentle art,
but I prefer some sport to a mere exercise of patience. I get plenty
of the latter apart from my holidays. By the way, fishing supplies
metaphors innumerable concerning gospel work. Our Lord Himself
made use of an ever-memorable one. As, however, I did not actually
engage in the pastime, I will not give you illustrations from that

source. Besides, I have other fish to fry.

Talking of fish reminds me that, as we residents were looking from
the window of the reading-room, one ‘' misty ” day, at the unloading
of the coaches, we espied a basket on the ground marked, UreENT.—
Arr Arrve. My curiosity was roused, so I sallied forth to ascertain
the contents of the basket. Sure enough, it wes 2 huge trout, not
long caught, but hardly ¢ all alive.” -

“Urgent ” is a fitting label for the cause we serve, and we who are
engaged in it must be “all alive.” How urgent are the needs of the
perishing millions round about us, how urgent the claims of the dear
children! ¢‘The King’s business requires haste.” Oh, to be all
alive, all aglow,—the ransomed powers all in full swing for Jesus!
With so many urgent pressing cases on every hand, we dare not be
half-asleep, much less half-dead. ;

One of my pleasant experiences was a delightful picnic. I am by
no means insensible to the charms of a well-laid table, with sparkling
glass, and glittering plate, and snowy linen, and tempting viands;
but an al fresco meal has a pleasure all its own. I need not enter
into particulars, brethren. The delightful details are doubtless
familiar to you. The freedom and abandon of the affair furnish a
pleasing contrast to the measure of ceremony to which we are more
accustomed. The very mishaps which occasionally occur only serve
to provide a spice for the whole. 'We would not like all our meals to
be of such a rough and ready sort, but just by way of variety it is
altogether to be desired. :
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T would not seem to say & word against order, and decorum, and
due arrangement in our services and sermons, but I cannot help
thinking that a change would be acceptable occasionally. Not that I
advocate the modern innovations which appeal only to the senses.
There is, however, just a possibility of getting into a rut, and being
too stiff and formal.

Some cannot hear to profit unless they sit just where they have sat
for thirty years. Some cannot preach unless all is cut and dried
beforehand. For the majority of services, we can hardly make
preparation too careful and elaborate; but, for our own and our
hearers’ sakes, it may be well to unbend a little sometimes. What is
lost in polish may be gained in power. Even a blunder may bring a
blessing. Almost anything is better than formality and stiffness.
An extempore address may fail to be a literary gem, but it may
satisfy the hungry as nothing else can do. Venture on it, brother,
now and then. Select the theme with prayerfulness, meditate on it
in the same spirit, and thep tell out of a full heart the truth of God.
This will resemble boiling the kettle, and making the tea, and opening
up the packages, all on the spot, without the usual fuss and ceremony,
but with more than the usual relish. In either case, let a blessing
first be asked.

You are probably aware that Loch Katrine supplies the city of
Glasgow with water. Well may London envy Scotland's commercial
capital. Our supplies are far too local. We must go to the hills for
our streams of living water. Alas! for those who are content with
the failing supply of their immediate watershed, in things spiritual.
We are not out of danger of a water famine until we are connected
with the stream that flows from the throne of God.

‘“Blessed river, let me ever,
Drink of only thee !”

The spot where the gurgling waters enter the long tunnel is most
impressive. What a swish and swirl there is by reason of the
pressure! How the refreshing stream seems to long to fulfil its
mission! Each drop is struggling with the rest to see which first will
be available for its refreshing or its cleansing work. Yet, when once
the hurrying waters pass into the conduit, they run silently and
calmly to their end. Such blessed rivalry, combined with calm co-
operation, should Christian workers know.

Her Majesty the Queen stood on these sluice-gates, and declared
these waterworks open, as long ago as 1856. Close by is the Queen’s
Cottage, built for her accommodation, and there are the chairs in
which she and her good Consort sat. Anything pertaining to royalty
has a fascination for loyal subjects. How much more should we
delight in all that pertains to King Jesus! His every word, His least
command, His blest example, and His atoning death,—how can we
prize these half enough ?

_ Glasgow has grown amazingly during the last thirty years, so that
it has come to pass that one tunnel does not suffice to carry a sufficient
number of gallons per hour to the teeming thousands. Amnother
aqueduct is now being driven through the heart of the mountains,
and carried over the valleys. I walked a little way down beneath the
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dripping arch. but the visit was a short one. I could but pity the
labourers who toil in those subterranean passages. How little will
the inhabitants of the city consider those who cut the conduit for
them! They have but to turn the tap, and pay the rate,—complain-
ing meanwhile may-be that both are too stiff. Let us cherish a little
more consideration for those who serve as pioneers. I plead for
explorers and inventors, for sappers and miners, for heralds and
ambassadors, for village pastors, Sunday-school teachers, and College
tutors. We may be forgiven if we hope also that some of our people
may yet be led to understand something of what it costs their
ministers to convey to them daily the Water of Life. Still, —if they
get it, that is the main matter.

In order to meet this extra demand, the dam is being greatly
heightened, and the shores of the lake are being cleared of trees and
undergrowth. The level will soon be raised several feet. The supply,
of course, cannot be increased ; only heaven can do that. There is no
need for an increase. There is enough and to spare, but means must
be employed to conserve it.

‘We are not straitened in God, but in ourselves. The river of God
is full of water. What a deal of holy energy, and divine refresh-
ment, and spiritual gladness we allow to run to waste! Oh, for a
faith and love that might heap it up, like the Red Sea billows, till all
the avenues and conduits are filled, and all the lower reservoirs are
brimming !

It goes without saying that special precautions are in force for
maintaining the purity of the lake. How disappointed the tourist was
when, having proposed a dip to his companion, he discovered that it
was not allowed! The people of Glasgow do not care for body in their
water. Here and there are notice-boards giving due warning of the
paine and penalties incurred by those who defile the clear waters, and
at the sluices are many fine strainers to prevent solid substances
mingling with the stream. It is all-important to have the fountain-
head pure. If that is contaminated, all is wrong. Thus Elisha went
to the head of the waters, and cast the salt in there. Ob, to reach
young hearts, ‘ while the streams of life are springing !

Would God that all our Theological Colleges were thus safe-
guarded! If the tutors are unsound, what will the students be? If
the professors do mnot believe what they teach, or teach mot what
they believe, (and I know not which of those two evils is the worse,)
what hope have we that the taught will be honest-hearted and faith-
ful men? For ourselves, too, there is this lesson. Let us receive
nothing into mind and memory which is likely to prove deleterious to
others. Ok, keep the heart pure, for it may yet be the reservoir
from which a thirsty city hopes to drink!

Of Sundays at Stronachlachar, I cannot tell you much. This one
thing I mention. Since my return from the North, a friend has sent
me a clipping from a paper, which is entitled,—

‘“THE TOURISTS’ RIDE TO CHURCH.

“There is no church at Stronachlachar, but there is one at
Inversnaid, about four miles distant. The season before last, the
hotel proprietor at the former place ran a brake on Sundays to and
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from the church without charge. Result: the church was largely
patronized by English tourists.

“Last season, however, a coachman’s fee was instituted, and it
appears that the tourists were not nearly so devout,—preferring to
remain where they were. There was a novelty in getting something
for nothing in Scotland that appealed to the Southron tourist very
strongly.” ’

I cannot vouch for the accuracy of this statement, seeing that I
have been there only one season. I only know that the number of
church-goers was by no means encouraging. Still, it must be con-
fossed that some people like getting ‘“something for nothing,”
especially if that ¢ something” concerns religion. I do not find them
expecting concerts, and flower shows, and luncheons, and boots, and
bonnets for nothing ; but, according to them, the churches are “always
asking for money.” The shame is that they should be reduced to
that extremity.

A religion that costs nothing is worth nothing. Thank God for the
liberal hearts that are to be found, but what of those who hoard, or
spend their money selfishly? What of those who regard not the
poor, nor remember the heathen? What of those who starve their
minister, and cripple the agencies of the church? The Lord have
mercy upon their little miserable stingy souls!

The small steamer that plies on Loch Katrine rejoices in the
historic name of Rob Roy, and has a portrait of the noted chieftain in
all his glory on the window of its companion-way. This smart little
craft was built on the Clyde about forty years ago, and is as taut and
trim as when she was launched. Of course, hers is an easy lot com-
pared with that of sea-going vessels. She steams to and fro for ten
miles twice or thrice a day during only a portion of the year. She
encounters strong head-winds and heavy seas at times; but, on the
whole, she has a fairly easy billet of it.

Certain of the saints, who pride themselves on their trim appearance
and untarnished career, would do well to remember that they have
not encountered such storms as others have had to meet. They may
have endured sudden squalls and tumultuous waters occasionally, but
they have not been out on the angry deep. All honour to the
8.8. Rob Roy for behaving so well on Loch Katrine; but she would
find the wide Atlantic a very different sphere. Methinks, some of us
might have foundered if we had had the temptations others have
encountered. At all events, we are in no wise entitled to crow over
the battered barks which have weathered fiercer storms than we have
dreamed of, nor even over those which are towed into port with—

“ Strained cordage, shattered deck,
Torn sails, provisions short,
And only not a wreck.”
I cannot think that even those that have gone down all standing
should have anything but pity from us. Thus also might we have
been had not the lines fallen to us in pleasanter places.

It must be admitted, however, that the Rob Roy is well built. She
has neither worn out, nor rusted out. Anyone who knows a belaying
pin from & marling spike can see at a glance that there is some good
stuff in her. They used to build well in those days both on land and

2
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sea. Jerry-building is a comparatively new invention. Let us hope
it will not last longer than its buildings. What a mistake it is to put
poor workmanship into anything, especially when the lives of our
fellows are thereby imperilled. /7 must build for eternity, brethren.
The souls of men are concerned, in our case.

I have admitted that tempests are not unknown on Loch Katrine.
Indeed, it is quite surprising how suddenly the calm gives place to
storm. It is so on all sheets of water similarly situated. Down the
ravines the breezes sweep, and from the high hills they swoop upon
the lake below. A few minutes suffice to transform placidity into
tury. Here is 2 charming picture of its peace :—

“The summer dawn’s reflected hue
To purple changed Loch Katrine blue ;
Mildly and soft the Western breeze
Just kissed the lake, just stirr’d the trees;
And the pleased lake, like maiden coy,
Trembled but dimpled not for joy ;
The monntain shudows on her breast
Were neither broken nor at rest ;
In bright uncertainty they lie,
Like future joys in Fancy’s eye.”
lllfferg also is a striking delineation of its storm from the same master-
and :— '
“ The sun is set ;—the clouds are met,
The lowering scowl of heaven .
An inky line of vivid blue .
To the deep lake has given ;
Strange gusts of wind from mountain-glen
Swept o’er the lake, then sunk agen.
* * *
A whirlwind swept Loch Katrine's breast
Her billows reared their snowy crest.”
To such changeful humours is the heart of man also subject, and they
who are calmest usually, are capable of being profoundly stirred.
That character is indeed little worth that is not capable of these
extremes. There are such qualities as righteous indignation, sacred
jealousy, and holy anger. We sin if we are not angry with sin.

It is quite a common thing on these mountain lakes for boating
parties to be in peril. The suddenness of the squall, and often also
the inexperience of the amateur navigators lead to narrow escapes;
and, alas! all too frequently, to terrible disaster. When once the
frail skiff, probably overloaded, gets broadside to the waves, and
commences to ship water, there is danger enough. The only
thing to be dome is to keep her ¢ head on’’ to the waves and wind.
But just there is the difficulty, and progress is impossible to unskilled
or fatigued oarsmen if the gale is stiff. Yet, it is better to make no
progress forward than to go to the bottom.

The safest way to meet our difficulties is to face them. We shall
be overwhelmed full surely if we fall into the trough of the sea. Steer
into the teeth of the gale, and into the eye of the wind, you who hold
the tiller, and “ row, brothers, row,” with a long pull, and a strong
pull, and a pull all together. Every steady stroke tells. See, you are
nearly abreast the point. It always blows fiercest at the headland,
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but there's shelter soon after rounding it. We need not fear if we

have but a few trusty friends to pull with us, and—
“ With Christ in the vesse),
We'll smile at the storm.”

The piper who favoured us with specimens of the national music
was himself a poor representative of his country., He paced in
tattered clothes outside the house while the guests were dining,—the
hideous wailings and dronings of his pipe being supposed to serve as
an appetizer,— or was it for the contrary purpose ? When the dinner
was over, the collection was made. Pity for the wretched creature
compelled a gift, but I often questioned if it was not the hearer
rather than the performer who merited recompense.

It would be unfair to judge the bagpipe and its music by this
experience, just as it is unfair to judge Christianity by some of its
exponents. So would I prefer to give my verdict on things Divine
as I find them in the Book, than as I may happen on distorted
representations of them in the lives of mere professors, or poor
specimens of saints.

I have not time for an elaborate description of a scene of wondrous
beauty I witnessed one evening. It was only the rising of the moon,
but the surroundings made it special. Across the lake stands an
eminence, by name Mill Tulloch. Around it was a silver aureola,
ever widening and brightening. We wondered how long it would
be ere the Queen of Night herself appeared. Each moment promised
it would be the supreme one. The light was so clear and vivid, surely
at the next instant the silver rim would show. Yet still we waited
till some grew tired, and left the sceme. Others lingered patiently.
‘Twas worth the waiting. Presently, a diamond shone with purest
ray serene on the very summit of the mount,—the brilliant centre of
a circle of radiance, broken only by the black hill itself. But, oh!
how quickly the moon rose when once it came into view! One could
hardly believe it had been climbing just as swiftly all the time. Soon,—

“The silver light, with quivering glance,
Played on the water’s still expanse.”
As T looked at it again, I heard a voice saying to my soul, ‘“ The
vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and
not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it
will not tarry.’

You may be sure that I was loth to leave my place of rest, but
oven holidays must end, and even hotel charges must be met. I had
no cause to complain on that account, but I remember hearing two
tourists conversing thus, “ How did you like such a place, and this
and that?” ¢ Oh!” said his companion, ‘I really don’t know which
was the best; I enjoyed them all till I came to pay the bill.”

_ There is always a bill to pay! Oh, that they remembered this who
sin as with a cart-rope. Frivolity, and self-indulgence, and irreligion,
drinking, and gambling, and vice, they like them all £ the 8ill comes
. Then they grumble amain, though the charge is reasonable
E}Illouglfl. We cannot journey away from God without paying the fare

ereof,

It was when we were leaving our happy retreat that an incident
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occurred which provided me with a preface for my sermon on the
following Sunday evening in Exeter Hall, which was reported thus : —
““If amyone should ask me for an emblem of what is lasting and
endurable, I should point him to what we are wont to call *the ever-
lasting hills.” These are, at least, the best emblem that our poor
fading earth provides, If one should ask me for an emblem of what
is fleeting and transitory, I should point him to the many-coloured
arch that spans the sky when the showers are falling and the sun is
shining. Let the rugged rocks stand for what is likely to abide; let
the coloured rainbow represent that which is already passing away.
Tt happened to me, only the other day, that I saw these two things
in close conjunction. We are comparatively accustomed to see the
rainbow athwart the sky, or painted on a cloud; it does not so often
happen that we see it brightening the brown hills, but so I saw it
only a few days since. Some of my fellow-travellers confessed that
they had never seen it so before, There, at a single glance, we had
an image of the things that abide and remain, and of those that are
already Qitting and flying past. Let us read the text again:
¢ The world passeth away,’—it is & fading rainbow,—¢and the lust
thereof,’—it is a many-coloured arch, which depends on the sunshine
and the shower, both of which will soon be over, On the other hand,
we have this glad declaration, ¢ He that doeth the will of God abideth
for ever.” Yes, for ever! When yonder craggy hills have crumbled
into dust, or been overturned in the general wreck, this man of God,
this lover of the Lord, this doer of Jehovah’s will, abides; he con-
tinues amid the crash of worlds, and after death he still lives on,
basking in the Father's smile, and rejoicing in the presence of the
King.
¢ This congregation is already divided into these two classes. Some
of you are comparable to the rainbow, for you love the world, which
is perishing ; and you are perishing with it. Others, through the
grace of God, are already loving the light and the Word of the Living
God, and though we too are dust, and sinful also, yet has there been,
by grace, imparted to us a never-dying principle which- shall live on
for ever and for ever. I want to get some of the rainbow folk on to the
Rock to-night ; I want to bring some of those who have been content
with passing shadows, and with pretty pictures, into the abiding-
place, and on to these eternal verities, to which if they cling, they
also shall abide for ever.” ‘

Jdplls of the @ountrpside,

BY H.T. 8., AUTHOR OF ‘‘ AFTERNOONS WITO A NATURALIST,” ETO., KTC.
I.—A GreaT EXPECTATION.

UNT SARAH and her mother lived in a high red-brick house, and
kept a shop where they sold ¢ all sorts.” The village was four

very long miles from the nearest market-town, which, in its turn, was
countrified enough thirty years ago. 'When we first asked for Aunt
Sarah’s residence, we had come from the much bigger village on the
banks of the Thames. The ¢ Lights of London” were in our eyes, s0
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that, merely to call the lane which led to the village * dark” was
a light expression. It was murky dark, pitch dark, dark as Egypt,—
any emphasis on superlative darkness that you like. The trees were
thick overhead, the clouds thick above the trees. The mud also was
thick beneath our feet, and everyone knows that a wet road is darker
than a dry one. The lane started on its career close to the corner of
the moor where, in the old days, the gallows stood ; it plunged at once
into awful gloom, only emerging from the shadows to pass a Puritan

aveyard, where the grey tombstones shone white by contrast. It
reached the village by winding round the base of a bleak down, and
by climbing a long way up through a gorge planted thick with trees.

On that first occasion, the darkness depressed us; but, ere long, we
made friends with the woods and down, and could find the sheep-tracks
on the gloomiest nights. But, then, we groped our way, and were
glad to hail the glimmer in the windows of the village inn. The chapel
was close by, but its one front window only made a long pale face at us.
‘We toiled on through great stretches of common land, past detached
houses and rows of poverty-stricken cottages. Then the road suddenly
dipped, and widened out into alarger space where the houses were taller
and closer together. Here we enquired for the hostess to whom we had
been directed. ¢ There be ’er 'ouse down by the big shaup.” So
said a passing yokel. We steered for the striking establishment
known to the village mind as ¢ the big shaup.” There were three
miniature ‘ Whiteleys ” in the place, and the house at which we halted
was one of them. There you could get anything from a bundle of
faggots to a case of needles, and from penny dips to ‘‘ ploughman’s
pork.”” Oh, that fat pork! Solid white for many, many inches, and
then a vein of pink as a late apology for not being lean. We had
been used to London, where pork is called bacon, and, by the fastid-
ious, ‘““ham”; and ‘“ham” in London puts on its best manners,
and comes to the breakfast table nicely curled. Yet, after a time, the
moorland air gave us an appetite for cold fat pork. It is the fresh air
and the ‘' feed ” which, when he gets both, turn the pale student of
the city into the comely country pastor. He will look *“ as blue as a
bilberry,” though, on mountain air alone. There is a certain lady,
dear to the readers of this Magazine, who could give out, from her
Book Fund correspondence, many a pathetic instance of the priva-
tions of village pastors. Of course, there are some in every profes-
sion,—we mention this to save our repute,—who can eat as much as
Pharaoh’s lean kine, and look as well on it. “You doan’t do no
credit to our feedin’,”” said a country farmer to the writer; * what
would you think on us if we didn’t get fatter on your pasture?”’

But these asides must cease. It is mot well to fall into a fit of
meditation on a doorstep, unless it be your own. Otherwise, you may
be suspected of felonious intent. Yet, could we have paused, and
looked round, ere we entered our lodging that night, we should have
seen the homes of people with whom we were to become intimate,—
persons whose lives were to be interwoven with ours till death should
break the skein, leaving the thread in the pattern. So was it with the
Inmates of the house we now entered. Our first impressions of them
remain vivid to this day;—a tall old lady, with grey curls arranged
after a bygone fashion; and a deformed invalid daughter, also in
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grey curls, seated in a huge arm-chair, and spreading cramped hands
towards the fire. Both women were in deep mourning; both were
awfully solemn and distant. They completely exhausted their power
to converse in half-a-dozen sentences. The mother went info her
shop. The daughter looked into the fire. The writer was young
then, and as Dbefits youth,—and, for the matter of that, age also,—
was diffident as to his abilities. Now and then, the sound of a cough
reached us. The long years have gathered thick and deadening from
thet time to this; but we have never heard, through all the years,
that heart-breaking cough without knowing what would come of it.

After a time, and when the tension of silence was becomin
unbearable, another figure in black stole into the room. Soft of foot,
she glided along, a comely figure, with a face which lingers among
life’s memories, not beautifal as to regularity, but lighted up with
large brown eyes which ever sought another’s gaze. There was the
same ‘‘ hush ” in her manner as with the others, but you felt that this
new-comer had cast the bow of hope over the dark cloud of their
circumstance, whatever it might be.

“ My daughter Sarah,” said the mother.

‘We greeted the brown eyes, and believed at once in their honesty,
and felt, there and then, their inspiration. The owner of them put
us at our ease, and we were thankful. She talked, and we found that
she could teach without seeming to do so,—a gift of no mean order.
We began to forget our depression. Then the strange cough came
faintly ; mother and daughters exchanged looks, and Sarah quietly
slipped out. Not a word of explanation was given. When we
reached our room, the cough came still to our ear, and upon us there
fell the sense of foreboding which seemed to fill the whole house.

The Lord’s-day morning dawned. There was no service at the
village chapel till the afternoon. A large class of young women had
been gathered, mainly through the effurts of the brown-eyed lady to
whom we had been introduced the night before. This class we took,
and returned at mid-day. The sitting-room had another occupant,
A young girl, of about sixteen, sat propped up with pillows in a high
arm-chair by the fire. Her black dress contrasted painfully with her
white hand veined with blue. Her wan face, we can see again as we
write. 'When she coughed, the elder women held their breath, and
looked on with strained faces, She called her nurse, * Aunt Sarah.”
Three other girls came during the day. Two out of, the three were
striking-looking, with black hair and the brown eyes of the family. As
we look back, now twenty-seven years ago, and see the sisters gathered
on that Sunday afternoon, we think how mercifully the fature is
hidden from our eyes. One was a laughing, playful girl, very
different from the two who, demure and hushed, moved about the old
house, or hovered near the invalid’s arm-chair.

By degrees, we learned the history of this strange family. The
husband of the grandmother had been as attractive and as unstable
as Reuben. He came of Puritan stock, and he and his fathers kept
up their associations with the historic meeting-house in the valley.
Though shrewd in business, and a professor of the principles of his
ancestors, he allowed bad habits to get the upper hand. He was a
splendid boon companion, His vices were fed from the profits of his
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business. The consequence was, he died before he was old, leaving
gsome property on which his widow had to thrive as best she
could. Three sons and two daughters grew up. One of the latter
was a physical wreck. The stay of the home was the animated,
matter-of-fact Sarah. The mother was a female relative of Mr.
Despondency, and the deformed daughter might have been a half-
gister of Mrs. Much-afraid. Sarah knew the Lord ; the others either
dreaded Him or only knew of Him. Years after, on a dying bed, the
grandmother came into the simplicity of faith. The sons, one after
another, developed consumption. The youngest died first, then the
second, and, last of all, the eldest. The latter was married, and was
the father of the young girls. As her sons went from her, the
grandmother grew nervous, stiff, and terribly reserved. The nurse,
through the long years of illness, was sister Sarah. The brothers died
in her arms, and were buried in the Puritan graveyard. With the
death of the eldest son, the male branch of the family became extinect.
The grandmother of the orphen girls shut up the tragedy within her
breast, saying little, but questioning the love of God with almost
overy -breath she drew. The cup of sorrow was not even then full.
The young wife of the eldest son in a few years was laid beside her
Lusband. With her dying breath, she committed her four orphan
girls to Sarah’s care. Thus our heroine became ‘‘ Aunt Sarah.” A
rare foster-mother was she to the lonely children.

‘When we knew Aunt Sarah, she had already reached mature years,
She was the adviser of old and young. Girls stole into her room in
the evening to get her opinion. On one night in the week, the
largest room in the house was filled with young women gathered for
Bible study. No tongue of scorn or slander ever wagged against
Aunt Sarah. She was above the petty prejudices of the place. When
a poor girl got into trouble for the second time, no one would go near
her. Aunt Sarah kept her from starving, washed her baby, nursed
her back to life, and found her work. When one of the most
beautiful daughters of the countryside was deceived by a hypocritical
villain, who decamped and left the poor thing to bear her shame,
Sarah took her by the hand, and relieved her loneliness.

But much of the church activity of this devoted woman was
subsequent to the time when the wan young niece sat in the arm-chair
before the fire on that October Sunday. No wonder that, at that
period, the grandmother's face looked haunted, and that even the calm
features of Aunt Sarah were tightly drawn. Those women had seen
Doath come in relentlessly so often; they had seen the home emptied
of its sons, and now they drew their breath as they listened anew to
the dread cough, and saw what they could not hinder,—the fair young
life siezed by the hydra of disease.

We draw near to the time that we have had in our mind since we put
the sub-title to our paper. There came a morning further on in the
fall, —one of those quiet days when the sun breaks through the mists at
mid-day, when the fog floats off in wreathsleaving widths of soothing
sky, deep blue and softened pink, brooding over earth’s children.
The hedges blushed to see the sun again. The limbs of the trees
showed through transparent yellow robes. It was one of those
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days when Nature’s decline looks deceptive in its loveliness, when the
wind kisses the leaves which soon it will tear from the tree.

The November sunlight shone upon the houses opposite, and the
glow from thence stole over young Sarah’s room. The beautifully
blue sky filled all the window space. We sat by the girl's side, but
she hardly noticed us as she lay, waxen as a lily, with hands as white
as the sheet on which they rested.

“ What are your thoughts, child ?” we asked, at length.

“I'm looking forward,” she faintly whispered.

¢ Looking forward to see Alice ?”

“No,” she answered.

“Is Jennie coming on Sunday ? ”

“T don't know,” was the languid reply.

“ 'Well, come, you are looking forward to Christmas!"”

“No, I am not;” she said, with a little more animation.

““What is your expectation, girlie ?”" we asked.

She raised bherself on her elbow, and supported her head on her
poor thin arm. Then, gazing at us with eyes in which shone a won-
derful light, she said, in eager jerks,—‘I'm . . . looking . .. for-
ward . .. to . . . seeing . . . Jesus!”

This was her great expectation ; could there be a better ?

‘When we came down, a month afterwards, the expectation had
been fulfilled.

“ Let me lie in your arms, Aunt Sarah,” she said, late one night.

Her foster-mother lifted the wasted frame, and gathered the dead
brother’s child to her heart. There she lay till even gentler hands out
of the unseen carried upward the spirit, and she rested,—

“Safein the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast.” .

On the Saturday night, the child lay white in her coffin in the room
_next to ours. We again heard her great expectation; we again saw
her eyes filled with the wonderful light. Her calm confidence, her
eager outlook, shamed us. Had we as much desire? Were we as
ready ? Years of London life rose up, and a great dread over-
shadowed us. We opened our New Testament at 1 John i. 7: “The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” We sank
upon our knees, and buried our head upon the Word. ‘We thought
of Daniel Rowland’s cry, “ Make thou no exception where God makes
none.” We took courage, and believed again for abundance of
pardon through the atoning sacrifice. Then we slept in peace.

« And the next day was the Sabbath.” We laid the body of the
child in the Puritan graveyard. Around were the memorials of the
blessed dead. Then we walked back with the next eldest girl,
Jennie ; and, as we walked, we drew from her the confession of a
new-found faith. And from that hour, till a then far distant other,
when our heart almost stood still, and our eyes grew dark, Jennie's
life and ours knew strange comminglings.

Long years have come and gone since that early Winter's day; but
the child’s expectation is as fresh as the smowdrops which blossom
every year when the snow melts from off the graves in the village
churchvard.
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vouth,—cutting open the side of his bed, he emptied the contents into
the sea, put his clothes into the emply tick, and arrived in London
with half-a-crown in his pocket, much to the dismay of his poor
mother! In June, 1875, he joined the Royal Navy; was sent to the
training ship FVsgard, at Greenwich, and was finally drafted to H.M.S.
Boscawen, at Portland. After three years’' training, he sailed in the
flag-ship Zuryalus for the East India station.

He had, by this time, given up all profession of religion, although
his mother's letters, and the remembrance of the former strivings of
the Holy Spirit with him, raised serious thoughts at times. One
night, he sprang from his hammock, and prayed earnestly for salvation.
He resolved that, upon landing at Bombay, he would attend the
religious services held by some missionary. The conversion of a ship-
mate at Malta also revived serious impressions, especially when the
voung convert knelt by his side, and prayed for his conversion. At
the Methodist Episcopal Chapel at Bombay, he heard from the lips of
a devoted American missionary, named Shreaves, ‘ The old, old
story.” The preacher pointed to Christ as God's ark of safety for
every individual soul, and then and there the sin-burdened sailor
found joy and peace in believing in Jesus. Between his conversion
and his leaving a seafaring life, the most stirring incident was the
saving of a shipmate from drowning. Hbe had fallen from the ¢ top”
into the sea, and Moore jumped over, and rescued him. For this, he
received a medal from the Royal Humane Society, and this remains in
his possession as a prized memento of his sailor days.

In 1882, our friend returned from India, and purchased his discharge
from the Navy. He first went to work on shore in the tannery of
Messrs. S. Barrow & Bros., in Bermondsey. After about five months
there, he obtained an appointment in the Fire Brigade... Two other
events of great importance to our brother occurred in the same year.
On August 6th, he was married to Miss Elizabeth Wells, who had
long been a useful Christian worker, and who, as his wife, has proved
a true help-meet to him in all his upward course. The other note-
worthy event was his baptism at the Metropolitan Tabernacle. He
joined the church there, and did much useful work in connection with
Green Walk Mission. As a fireman, he was present on duty at the
burning of the Alhambra Theatre, and at the great fire in Wood
Street. He often had narrow escapes from falling débris. God had
still more important work for the spared life in the future. Several
times, his mates met with death, while he was preserved. He saved
a woman from a burning building in the Kennington Road, end a
man at Battersea.

During his life at sea after conversion, and while in secular em-
ployment on shore, God had used our brother to the winning of souls
for Jesus; and it was strongly laid upon Mr. Moore’s heart to give
Limself up wholly to the work of the Lord. Accordingly, in 1887,
on Mr., Spurgeon's advice, he entered the London City Mission.
e attended the loctures, in connection with that Society, on Christian
Evidences and Doctrines, and came out, in the examination that
i-llowed, second in the first subject, and ¢hird in the other. His first
district as a city missionary was Princes Street, Doptford, where he
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laboured for seventeen months with much blessing  After a while, he
hired a little room next to a large public-house in Grove Street; and,
as he had no workers, he started an open-air service outside the
public-house alone. The first sign of encouragement he received at
that meeting was the gift of a penny from a woman, who had been
listening! When he went from that district, he left a congregation
which filled the two rooms which had taken the place of the one, and
a number of converted persons with whom God had rewarded his
labours.

The Mission Committee transferred him to the Orange Street Dis-
trict, Boro’, and there again the blessing of God rested on his efforts.
The beautiful new Shaftesbury Hall had been erected in that district,
and our brother soon had his hands full of holy, happy work in
gospel services, visitation, Sunday-school, open-air mestings, soup
kitchen, &c.

Still, with all the blessing God had given to his labours as city
missionary, Mr. Moore desired a larger sphere of usefulness. He had
attended the evening classes at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and
received much benefit from them. Having completed two years of
very happy work in the L.C.M., he saw Pastor C. H. Spurgeon for
the second time upon the subject of entering the Pastors’ College ;
and he was admitted as a student in January, 1890. There he spent
three of the happiest years of his life. The late beloved Tresident
treated our brother with a kindness and generosity which stirred his
heart to use his opportunities to the best of his ability. Mr. Moore
writes of Mr. Spurgeon, ‘“He was like a father to me.” Three
months after entering College, he became student-pastor at Mitcham.
A faded piece of newspaper cutting, in the possession of our friend,
states, ‘The Mitcham Baptist Church has been provided with a
baptistery. A baptism, which we suppose has never before been
witnessed in Mitcham, took place on Thursday evening, The pastor,
Rev. D. H. Moore, baptized three ladies in the presence of a good
congregation.”” Eighteen months of work there resulted in a con-
siderably increased church, and a number of conversions to God.

In 1891, Mr. Moore accepted an invitation to the Barking Baptist
Church. He did not wish to leave Mitcham, but told the Lord that,
if He wanted him to go, would He give him six conversions during
the Sunday and Monday when he was to supply at Barking! Before he
left, on the Monday night, he had pointed the sixth one to the Saviour!
Our brother went to Barking assured that the Lord had called him to
that sphere of service. The membership of the church rose, during
his pastorate, from about 100 to nearly 270. A new chapel was
erected, during his pastorate, at the cost of £2,900, the greater
portion of which was paid off while he was at Barking. A small
cause was started at East Ham, through the efforts of our brother
and his members, which soon grew into a self-supporting church, now
having a membership of over 300 under the pastorate of Mr. Sloan.

In 1896, Pastor Moore accepted a call from the church meeting in
Vernon Chapel, King’s Cross. The leadings of God appeared to be
very clear in taking this step; and that tho friends at Vernon were
not mistaken in this belief is now abundantly evident, for the blessing



28 ‘OUR OWN MEN” AND THEIR WORK.

of God has come richly upon the work during the new pastorate.
Prayer-meetings quickly increased in attendance ; between 200 and 300
now gather round the mercy-seat on Monday evenings. Mr. Moore found
the names of 407 members upon the books. Since that time, there
have been large additions; 108 being baptized in two years. At the
pastor’s second anniversary, in September, 1898, the membership was
reported as 530. Since our brother went to Vernon, the church has
opened a mission-station in the Caledonian Road ; it has also engaged
a deaconess from the Baptist Deaconess Home, Doughty Street.
There are two Christian Endeavour Societies, which number over 200
members. Mr Moore has, on Sunday evening, a congregation of
about 1,000. Although Vernon Chapel is situated in a working-class
neighbourhcod, the Sunday offerings average over £10. There is a
good missionary spirit in the church, and last year over £70 was
raised for the Indian Famine Fund. One of the members of the
church is preparing for missionary work, and a son of one of the
officers hopes soon to enter the Pastors’ College.

If anyone shall ask the secret which explains our brother’s onward
progress from the Navy to the Baptist ministry, and from one sphere
of usefulness to another still larger, the question could not be
answered in any single sentence. Perhaps we should mention first
that grace of Aumility with which the blessed Spirit has endowed
him. Andrew Murray calls humility ¢the seed - plot of all the
other graces.” It is impossible to be more than a few minutes in our
friend’s compeny without perceiving some signs in him of that
“meekness and gentleness’ which were in his Master. A chorus
which he has lately made popular in Vernon is an illustration of this
fact,— ‘“Channels only, blessed Master !

But with all Thy wondrous power
Flowing through us, Thou canst use us
Every day and every hour.”

‘We would mention, next, the natural gifts which God has given him:
great energy of character, physical strength, the ability to acquire
and retain information, a large supply of ‘“ mother wit ”’, much fluency
of speech, and a loving, gentle disposition almost womanly in its
tenderness. But the chief sources of his usefulness lie far deeper.
He is passionately attacked to his Master, and you feel that the ‘‘ Bless
His Name ! ” which often leaps from his lips at the mention of Jesus,
is heartfelt in its intensity. Nor should we complete the answer
without referring to the high value he sets on all the teaching to be
found in the Word concerning the Spirit. While the love of Jesus is
the motive-principle of his life, the power of the Holy Spirit is his
reliance for strength and wisdom. He sympathizes with Mr. Reader
Harris in his efforts to spread through the churches a longing for the
Spirit’s influence in sanctification of life and power for service. We
are not certain that Pastor Moore would endorse every expression that
falls from the pen of the founder of the Pentecostal League; but they
are one in heart in desiring for God’s people in our day a fresh
enduement of holiness and power. May the subject of this sketch,
and all who read it, receive anew, and repeatedly, the Heavenly fire!
Amen. ‘WiLLiax OLNEY.
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ReviEwWs IN SEcULAR PAPERS aAND MaGAzZINES.

“The account given in this volume of the first six years of Mr. Spurgeon’s
great London reputation confirms the impression that his own utterance
would suggest, that the true estimate of his character and preaching lies
midway between the extremes of which specimens are given. He had,
undoubtedly, great oratorical gifts, a powerful voice that no exertion could
impair, a copious flow of language, humorous, descriptive, or denunciatory
as occasion required, and a knuack of homely and telling illustration. . . .
The effect of his ministry upon the fortunes, numerical and financial, of the
Baptist community, is strikingly illustrated by the statistics here quoted.
Spurgeon caught and kept the ear of the masses as few preachers have
done. . . . No one ever doubted his moral purity; nor are the charges of
gelf-seeking and money-making, sometimes brought against him, upheld by
facts. His preaching, it is true, produced enormous sums; but by far the
greater proportion of the money thus raised was devoted to religious and
charitable objects, and his private life was simple and unostentations. We
learn from the records of his courtship and early married life that he was a
devoted lover and an affectionate husband; and he seems to have possessed
a great gift for conciliating and retaining friendship.”—T'he Times.

““The new volume of Mr. Spurgeon’s Autobiography embraces the period
from 1854—1860, and tells the story of the young Baptist minister’s rise
from comparative obscurity to his proud position as the most popular
preacher of his day. More private and intimate matters are treated by
Mrs. Spurgeon in pursuance of the method observed in the previous volume,
which is that of supplementing the material furnished by her husband’s
diary, correspondence, and other records, with an occasional interpolated
chapter where it appears needful to give continuity sand completeness to
the narrative. Thus it is that the opening chapters, which tell of Mr.
Spurgeon’s courtship and marriage, are from the pen of the editor herself,
who on such matters must needs speak with authority. It is a pretty love
idyll, as here told with unaffected simplicity and frankness. . . . The later
pages of this interesting volume are largely occupied with details of the
plans for the erection of the Metropolitan Tabernacle at Newington Butts,
which, after being for so many years inseparably associated with Mr.
Spurgeon’s fame, was destroyed by fire in April last.”—The Daily News.

“The period with which the second volume of Mr. Spurgeon’s * Life’
deals is comparatively brief, but it was one of great happenings in his
career. . . . Naturally, the most interesting part of this volume is the
three chapters in which ¢ Love, Courtship, and Marriage,’ are related by
Mrs. Spurgeon. The story is told with much literary grace and fine
feeling. . . . The volume is one of great interest for the many thousaunds
who are capable of being interested in the career of the remarkable
preacher.”—The Daily Chronicle.

“ Mrs. Spurgeon proves herself to be a most graceful and eloquent wielder
of the biographical pen. The task to her must have been a painful one, but
8he has not hesitated to reveal the inner every-day life of her famous
husband. The most beautiful feature of the book is the domestic interior

* C. II. Spurgeon’s Autobiography. Compiled from his Diary, Letlers, and Records,
by His WirE, and his Private Secretary. Vol. II. 1851—1860. 381 pages. Demy +to.
With 59 Illustrations, 10s. 6d. Also issued in mouthly shilling parts. Passmore
and Alabuster, 4, Paternoster Buildings, London ; and of all booksellers.
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to which Mrs. Spurgeon introduces us. It is good to know that the man
whose eloquence moved thousands to tears and enthusiasm, and who
thundered forth, in that marvellous voice of his, fiery denunociations of
unrepentant sinners, was in his own home all that was humble, gentle, and
tender.”— The Evening News.

Without any appreciable loss of time, the second instalment of ¢. H.
Spurgeor’s Autobiography has appeared. Like its predecessor, the volume
is compiled from the great preacher’s diary and letters, and by those who
knew him best,—his wife and private secretary. It covers six critical years
in Mr. Spurgeoun’s public career,—1854 to 1860,—when his reputation as a
master of popular appeal was extending by leaps and bounds. It proves
that, at the outset, many good men, even in Nonconformity, stood aloof
from ¢ the boy preacher,” who, in the oratorical sense, had suddenly taken
London by storm. . . . Spurgeon was mercilessly assailed with pen and
perncil in the public journals, and his motives as well as his manners were
openly questioned. It soon became apparent, however, that the young
preacher, whose good humour was as conspicuous as his common sense, was
in dead earnest,and was not to be turned aside or even moved a hair's breadth
from his work, by the scorn of people who dismissed him as a pulpit
mountebank or an unctuous charlatan. The world atlength recognized that
the man was as true and single-hearted as he was fearless and outspoken ;
and, as the years went on, it was not so much Spurgecn’s oratorical gift,
remarkable and brilliant as that was, which made itself felt, as the beauty
of his character and the unselfishness of his life, Interwoven with the
story of her husband’s struggles, as told with characteristic humour and
racy vigour in his own letters and papers, Mrs. Spurgeon describes, with
neive simplicity and womanly charm, the incidents which marked the .
young preacher’s courtship. . . . The circumstances which attended the
building of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, at a cost of nearly thirty thou-
sand pcunds, are related with much minuteness, and the narrative forms an
impressive chapter in the annals of religious enthusiasm. Mr. Ruskin was
one of the earliest men of intellectual rank to recognize the genius of Mr,
Spurgeon, and the close intimacy which existed, at least for a time, between
two men who differed so greatly, fills not the least fascinating page of the
present volume. . . . Much of the popularity of Mr. Spurgeon sprang
from the recognition by a worldly age that an unworldly man had arisen
in its midst. This impression was the more remarkable when we remember
that the preacher of the Metropolitan Tabernacle was a fellow of infinite
wit, absolutely devoid of pretensiop, and as destitute of austerity of habit
a8 of moroseness of temper. There are many illustrations in the volume,
quite a number of racy anecdotes, and not a few characteristic letters,
dealing with the deeper aspects of religion, and in other respects almost
too intimate for quotation.”—The Standard.

“¢You may write my life across the sky; I have nothing to conceal;’
was Spurgeon’s proud and pardonable boast; and Mrs. Spurgeon uses this
as her excuse for telling their love-story in the second volume of his
Autobiography. It is an excuse which avails her, for in the story, as she
tells it, there is much that interests, and even charms us. . . . Some of the
love-letters that passed between them are given, and they display a zeal for
the discussion of holier topics than those which occupy the attention of
more mundane lovers. . . . The chief value, however, of this volume is in
the account of Spurgeon the preacher, the mere boy of twenty-one, who
brought all London to Exeter Hall, to be thrilled by his eloguence, and to
pass from mockery to admiration. His triumph was all the greater in that
1t was achieved in the face of cruel calumny and unjust depreciation. . . .
He proved himeself a true orator, and his English was the English of the
Bunyan he knew and loved so well, Strong, pregnent phrases, pure Saxon
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diction, and lucidity in exposition, were the distinguishing graces of hig
style. But greater than the orator was the man himself. And Spurgeon
was emphatically a man,—straightforward, plain-spoken, sincere, and of
an honesty none could question, . . . On the whole, the second volume of
this remaikeble Aufobioyraphy is more interesting, more diverting, and
better arranged than the former one, and it faithfully reveals a great and
notable personality.””—The Pall Mall Guzette.

“The second volume of Mr. Bpurgeon’s ¢ Life’ only takes us from 1854 to
1860 ; but that, from an autobiographical point of view, was the most
important and attractive period in his career, and therefore likely to make
the best reading. It tells cf the rapid rise of the young Baptist minister
from obscurity until, at the age of twenty-two years, he was the most
popular preacher of his day. It tells, too, of his love, courtship, and
marriage ; and the three chapters devoted to these sacred topics will
probably be the most intimately interesting of any of the others in all the
four volumes which go to make up the Autobiography. . . . Mrs. Spurgeon
unlocks her heart of all these memories with a pathetic frankness, and
writes them down with no mean literary skill. . . . Altogether, the volume
is full of exceptional interest for Mr. Spurgeon’s numberless admirers.”—
The Publishers’ Circular.

““The week has been a quiet one in the publishing world, and my desk
has been comparatively free from new arrivals. But there has been one
notable volume issued,—the second of C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobioyraphy,—
and there now lie before me the love-letters of Spurgeon, which repay in
interest a lengthened perusal. The story of the courtship is charmingly told
by Mrs. Spurgeon.”—The Weekly Sun.

“In the second volume of the Autobiography of the world-famous Baptist
preacher, though his own fresh and forcible account of his life and doings
between the years 1854 and 1860 will be read as eagerly as ever, the most
lively interest will be aroused in the chapters by Mrs. Spurgeon on the
courtship and marriage of herself and her husband. Very tenderly and
gracefully has she performed her task, and most beautiful is the contrast
presented to us between the fiery preacher moving tens of thousands with
his oratory in public, and the quiet, even-tempered, loving husband and
father in his own home. . . . They were married on January 8th, 1856, and
none will read this loving record of their wedded days without feeling that
theirs was indeed a marriage made in Heaven. Mrs. Spurgeon also touches
on a matter on which she naturally felt strongly ; namely, the journalistic
attacks upon her husband in the early sixties. He was accused of eccen-
tricities that never existed, was rated and caricatured as a worldling and
a fraud, too often, alas! by ministers and those who should have been his
supporters. All these things Mrs. Spurgeon has kept, and now they stand
published as permanent examples of the folly of prejudice and hasty
judgment. . . . The book throughout is a worthy companion to the first
volume, which is saying much, and the whole work promises to be one that
not only Mr. Spurgeon’s admirers cannot afford to be without, but that will
appeal to all sections of the community by the force and human interest of
its pages.”— Lloyd’s Weekly News.

“The new volume is quite as interesting as the first, and much of it will
be read with eagerness even by people who may have had little in common
with the great Baptist preacher. It opens with the story of his courtship
and marrisge, which is told with a fulness and frankness that must surely
satisfy the most ardent of his admirers., But everything about Spurgeon
is being narrated in this work on a colossal scale. No surprise need.
therefore, be felt that the light of day is being let in upon a period of his
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life which the majority of biographers incline to touch on with considerable
reserve. Yet fully as the subject of Spurgeow’s love and marriage is dealt
with, it will be read with an avidity which will not assuredly be aroused by
some other parts of the present volume,—those, for instance, relating to
the circumstances under which he fought his way into popularity. Some
people, and not least perhaps in Scotland, appear to have acted very
foolishly at the time . . . . The volume is full of interest, and has special
claims on Spurgeon’s Scottish admirers as containing the popular preacher’s
impressions of his first visits to this side of the Tweed.”—The Scotsman.

“The second volume of C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography carries the story
from 1854 to 1860. In some respects, these were the most interesting years of
the great preacher’s life. It was the period of early fame, when admirers
and critics abounded, when the voice of calumny and slander was the
loudest. The higher qualities of Spurgeon’s character were put to a severe
test in those days. They stood the test well. The broad, deep, solid
humanity of the preacher refused to be spoiled either by the eulogy or the
detraction to which he was subjected. His was too virile an intellect to be
unduly influenced by the sweetness of praise or the bitterness of blame.
Probably be himself would not put the matter in that way. He believed
himself to be sustained in all things by the Divine Master whom he served.
We are not going to quarrel with that; at the same time, it is not out of
place to emphasize the attractiveness and the beauty of the more human
side of Spurgeon’s character. There was not the slightest trace of the
smug and oily self-righteousness of the priest about him. He was a manly,
healthy-minded, unaffected Christian minister, relying on no professional
priestly tricks for influence, but siinply speaking the truth that was in him
with reverence and earnestness as a man to men. He might have amassed
a handsome fortune, had he chosen, apd died as wealthy as a bishop.
Money, however, had no charms for him ; it no sooner came than it was
devoted to some of the religious and philanthropicinstitutions which he had
established. Spurgeon was too great a manto be a money-grabber. This
and other similar traits of character endeared him in the sight of thousands of
people to whom his style of preaching and complexion of theology would
not have appealed. Even had he not been a great religious leader,
Spurgeon would have been a fine, a massive, 8 magnificent character.

“ Perhaps the two most important events narrated in this volume are the
finding of a life-partner and the establishment of a religious home. Mrs.
Spurgeon tells the tale of their courtship with great tenderness and due
restraint . . . . We cannot tell the story here, but never was there a better
example of ‘they lived happy ever after.” Mrs. Spurgeon was a valuable
helpmate to her husband ; without her assistance, it is doubtful whether he
would have been able to cope with the enormous work he got through. . . .
As we said of the first volume of the Autobiography, the second is ¢ brimful
of human interest; there is not a dull page in the whole volume.” We
may be told by conventional critics that the work violates the conventional
rules of biographic literature. Who cares ahout conventional rules? All
great books are above convention, and they defy rules. Spurgeon was and
is an immense moral force, and no man can come in contact with him as he
is depicted in these pages without deriving moral and intellectual benefit.
The Autobiography does not appeal merely to Spurgeon’s followers in
theology. It will fascinate all who are capable of appreciating a strong,
loyal, and beautiful character. Even judged from the standpoint of human
interest, the work must be accorded a high position in contemporary
literature. In these days of tricky sacerdotalism and morbid semi-
paganism, it is refreshing to peruse a healthy, breezy, invigorating work
Like C. I{. Spurgcor's Autobiography.”—71'he Nottingham Daily Izpress.
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words are true and beautiful, but contrast sadly with the sins of the people.
For instance, amid a crowd of men, we were trying to drive home the need
all have of a Saviour, when one of them spoke up, and asserted that he was
abeolutely sinless, he had never committed even one sin, and his heart was
as white as milk. Nothing could move him from this declaration, but
when he came in to be treated, behold, he was fresh from gross sin! Then
the rest laughed at him, but no one seemed shocked either at his lying
or his immorality. Quite recently, a woman proclaimed her absolute
sinlessness and purity; and the next minute, thrusting her hands through
her thick tresses, she confessed that the lies she told were as many as the
hairs of her head. ‘‘God makes us sin,” shouted a man; ¢ it is written on
our foreheads, and we must.”

The Medical Mission (where we have had over 800 visits during the
month) holds aloft the gospel light, but the moral shadows are deep around
us, even as are the physical shadows in the picture. Indeed, in every
Moslem, his whole mental and spiritual nature seems dislocated. Let me
illustrate this by one of my patients. Here he sits, nursing his injured
arm, which hangs powerless by his side, and the deformed shoulder tells its
tale of a fall. Both he and his friends are helpless to do anything; yet,
rightly understood, how simple the remedy,—a steady drawing away of the
arm from its wrong position, a gentle turn, the bone slips into its right
place, and all is well. So, spiritually, Moslems are fallen men,—ignorant
alike of the Written and the Living Word of God,—forcibly drawn by
precept and example to the Koran and Mohammed,—a wrong direction
indeed. Who, then, in this New Year will join us in our efforts to draw
them from the wrong, and turn them unto the true God, and Jesus Christ
whom He hath sent P

Look, dear friend, once again at the picture, and notice those boys gazing
so earnestly towards you. Cannot you almost hear them say, ¢ Come over
into North Africa, and help us”? When the Lord asks, “ Who will go for
us, and whom shall T send ?” let your answer be, ‘ Here am I, send me.”

Sousse, Tunisia, North Africa. T. G. CHURCHER.

Rebuilding the Jletropolitan Dubermacle,

ON Monday evening, December 19, the male members again met in the
College Conference Hall, under the presidency of Pastor Thomas
Spurgeon, to receive a further report from the Rebuilding Committee. The
first item was the announcement that the LARGE NEW HALL would (D.v.)
be opened for Divine service on January 1, 1899, thus providing accommo-
dation for mnearly 2,000 worshippers. The seven tenders for the large
structure ranged from £36,399 to £33,240, the last-named being from
Messrs. Higgs & Hill, Limited. The amount being so much higher than
the Committee expected, they reduced it to £32,550. The mention of the
firm that had sent the lowest tender was received with loud and long-
continued applause, which was renewed at the following clause :—‘‘ They
make no secret of the intense satisfaction they feel at the prospect of the
whole of the rebuilding being carried out under the personal supervision of
Mr. Wm. Higgs, whose devotion to the Church is only equa.lled by that of
his late respecfed father, who built the original Metropolitan Tabernacle.”
The adoption of the report was moved by the Pastor, seconded by
Deacon Frank Thompson, and without any discussion was carried unani-
mously., The whole scheme, including this contract for £32,550, will cost
£44 576 14s. After allowing for the amount received for insurance, and
the contributions to date, there will still be required £16,000. The raising
of this large sum will necessitate great generosity on the part of the
Tabernacle Church and congregation, and their friends and sympathizers
throughout the whole world. All donations should be addressed to
Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, Metropolitan Tabernacle, Newington Butts,

London, S.E.




HAotices of Books.

Any Book reviewed or advertised In this Magazine will be forwarded by Messrs. Passmore
and Alabaster on receipt of Postal Order for the published price.

Vol. XLIV. of the Metropolitun
Tabernacle Pulpit will (D.v.) be pub-
lished by Messrs. Passmore and
Alabaster early in the New Year, price
geven shillings. One special feature of
this volume is the introduction of some
of MR. SPURGEON'S very early dis-
courses into the regular weekly issue.
Some readers who were and still remain
great admirers of the beloved preacher
expressed the wish to have a selection
from the sermons delivered during his
first years in London; so, once a
month, during 1898, their wishes have
been realized.

The experiment has been very
greatly appreciated, and therefore
will (D.v.) be continued. It jis
exceedingly interesting to notice how
little difference there is between the
utterances of 1855 and 1883 ; in the
doctrines proclaimed, there is mno
difference at all. The Romans, in
their mythology, foolishly spoke of
Minerva as having leaped from the
head of Jupiter fully armed; but
C. H. Spurgeon was in truth divinely
equipped for his great life-work from
the very beginning of his marvellous
ministry.

Dr. W. Robertson Nicoll—one of the
keenest critics in this critical age,—
recently wrote :—‘‘ Spurgeon’s ser-
mons are invariably worth buying,
and the man who has a set of them

possesses a very good theological

Library.” The ‘“set” now comprises
forty-four substantial volumes, con-
taining 2,602 discourses : will every
reader of The Sword and the Trowel
see that his or her minister is, if
possible, the possessor of this “very
good theological library ” ? We con-
stantly hear of preachers who regu-
larly read the sermons for their own
spiritual edification, and as an inspira-
tion for service. If more of their
brethren would do likewise, their con-
gregations would share the blessing
with them, sinners would be saved,
saints would be edified, and God would
be glorified. All this is just what
Mr. Spurgeon himself ever desired.

Messrs. Passmore and Alabaster
have made a timely addition to their
Twelve Sermons’ Series by the issue
of Twelve Sermons on Ritualism, by
C. H. SPURGEON (cloth, one shilling).
If these are scattered broadcast wher-
ever the deadly heresies of Romanism
and Ritualism are rampant, many
poor deluded souls may be rescued
from the snare of the fowler, and be
brought into gospel liberty.

Just too late for notice in our De-
cember issue, we received from Messrs.
Raphael Tuck and Sons, 71, Coleman
Street, E.C., specimens of their Christ-
mas and New Year Cards, Calendars,
and Toy Books. The catalogue for the
present season fills a volume of 208
pages, and describes a variety of
choice art productions sufficient to
satisfy the most fastidious taste, and
to meet the requirements of all classes
of purchasers. A Calendar which will
be first favourite with our readers is
the ome entitled, * Apples of Gold in
Pictures of Silver” with choice say-
ings of C. H. SPURGEON (ls.); other
special ones are Fair Heroines (1s.),
The Glory of the Year (2s.), and The
Lucky Pig (1s.), an amusing novelty
for children. The youngsters wiil
also be delighted with the shilling
linen Toy Books, Ten Little Kittens,
and Nursery Rhymes, while there are
meny more both at higher and lower
prices. If friends have not yet pur-
chased their New Year Cards, they
may safely be recommended to make
a selection from those issued by
Messrs. Raphael Tuck and Sons, who
are evidently determined to retain the
premier position as fine art publishers.,

We rejoice to see that Pastor FraNk
H. WaITE has issued the eighth
edition of his very valuable work,
Christ in the Tabernacle. (Partridge
and Co.) The volume, elegantly
bound in Jeather, gilt, and illustrated
by twelve exquisite Chromo-litho-
graphs, is published at 5s., and is well
worth that amount; but Mr. . White
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tells us that he will gladly supply the
book at 3s. for gifts if application is
addressed to him at Talbot Tabernacle,
Notting Hill, London, W. Every
preacher, teacher, and Bible student
should be familiar with the spiritual
meaning of the Tabernacle and its
offerings, and our brother is fully
qualified to act as their guide and
instructor ; his volume would make a
most charming New Year’s present
for a friend.

Another volume, containing the
work of “one of our own men,” and
which has a specially pathetic in-
terest, is entitled, Talks with the
Children, and a Sermon on Flowers,
by the late Rev. W. AGER WICKS,
edited, with a brief biographical
sketch, by his brother, Rev. Henry J.
‘Wicks, Cirencester, of whom the book
may be obtained at 1s. net. There
are nine “ Talks,” a portrait of our
¢« promoted ”’ friend, and views of the
three chapels where he ministered at
Moulton, Ross, and Birmingham. It
would be a graceful act if every
minister in the College Association
would secure at least one copy, and
thus help those dear to our brother
who are left to monrn his loss.

More Annuals have reached us since
our last notice. Mr. Bullock’s hand-
some volume, The Fireside (7s. 6d.),
and the smaller though equally wel-
come Hand and Heart (2s.), have
come from ‘“Home Words” Office.
Our Church friends ought to value,
and no doubt do value, such earnest
Evangelical literature, and Noncon-
formists need not fear to read all that
is so pleasantly presented in these
pages.

The Silver Link (Sunday School
Union) costs a silver florin, and is
good value for the money. There is
much in the volume both to interest
and instruct the youthful readers for
whom it is intended. The Guide
(London : William Mackenzie; and
Glasgow: William Love ;) contains
another year's numbers of a monthly
magazine for young men which must
be helpful to all who will carefully
and prayerfully study its varied
contents,

Vol. XIX. of Our Own Magazine, the
organ of the Children’s Speocial Ser-
vice Mission (13A, Warwick Lane), is
worthy to teke its place with its
eighteen predecessors. Full of gospel
truth, told in language that children
can understand, and plentifully illus-
trated by pictures and anecdotes, this
two-shilling volume would make a
good present for any boy or girl.

The Baptist Almanack for 1899, pub-
lished by Messrs. Robert Banks and
Son at 2d. and 4d., contains much
useful denominational and general
information specially interesting to
London Baptists, but also helpful to
a far wider constituency. There are
tinted portraits of two of *“our own
men,” Pastors Sydney J. Jones and E.
Roberts, with brief sketches of their
lives and work. There is need of
further corrections in the various
lists to meke them really reliable.

Messrs. Thomas Nelson and Sons
have issued a New Series of Teachers’
Bibles, at prices ranging from 4s. 6d.
to 35s. 6d., and containing the Old
and New Testaments, beautifully
printed from new, bold type, and the
Illustrated Bible Treasury (edited by
Dr. WiLLtaAM WRIGHT) which we very
heartily commended on its appearance
two years ago. With this is also
included the Combined Concordance,
in which at a glance can be seen the
variations between the Authorized
and Revised Versions, together with a
Dictionary of Proper Names, a Sub-
ject-Index, and a Concordance proper.
This information being printed on the
same page, in varied type, will be a
great saving of time to busy teachers
and - preachers. Lastly, the new
Indexed Bible Atlas, contsining the
results of the latest surveys and
identifications, will eneble the student
to familiarize himself with all that
can be known concerning the geo-
graphy of Scripture. Notwithstanding
the comprehensive contents of this
volume, they are comprised in a book
of handy size, and any teacher who
possesses it will really have quite a
little library of Biblical literaturs,
produced in Messrs. Nelson and Sons’
usual admirable style.
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Newman Hall. An Autobiography.
Cassell and Co. (12s. 6d.)
THE frontispiece of this volume is a
life-like portrait of the author, the
only other illustration is a view of
Christ Church, Westminster Bridge
Road, the scene of his later ministry.
The rest of the 383 pages are filled
with an interesting, chatty account of
many of the religious and political
movements of the last eighty years,
and the men and women who took
part in them. Such a long and busy
life as Newman Hall's naturally
gathered into itself much out of other
lives with which it was brought in
contact, and the record of how their
careers were more or less interwoven
with his own is here given in a plain,
unadorned narrative. Perhaps the
three most notable men mentioned in
the volume are W. E. Gladstone, John
Bright, and C. H. Spurgeon, all of
whom held a high placein the writer's
esteem. The tribute to Mr. Spurgeon
is a truly noble one.

A Life Record. By SARAH ROBINSON.
Nisbet and Co.

ONE of the most fascinating and
thrilling life-stories that ever was
written. There is not a dull page, nor
even a dull sentence, from the Preface
to the very end. Miss Robinson's
work among the soldiers was of the
most romantic and effectual kind, and
almost reads like an up-to-date page
of the Acts of the Apostles; we are
glad to see that she is returning to
Portsmouth to teke the active over-
sight of it again. The vastly im-
proved moral condition of the army
i largely due to her efforts and those
of her colleagues in this noble gospel
work, the effects of which will only
be fully known in eternity.

Across India at the Dawn of the 20th
Century. By Lucy E. GUINNESS.
Religious Tract Society.

A BOOE thet must greatly help for-
ward the work of foreign missions
evarywhere, but especially in India.
The illustrations almost equal the
number of pages, and many of them
are of a singularly striling character,
but not more 8o than the letterpress.
Miss Guinness has a most fascinating

style of writing; but, far more im-
portant, she has a sacred passion for
souls, and the love of Christ constrains
her to plead the cause of the brethren
with an earnestness that will take no
denial. She has turmed to grand
account her recent visit to our Indian
empire ; now let all who can, help in
circulating her book, and in praying
for its success in the very highest
sense of the word. Its price in paper
boardsis 3s.6d.,and in cloth boards, 3s.

Comfort and Counsel for Every Day
Sromthe Writings of Elizabeth Rundle
Charles. By Two of her Friends,
with a Preface by Basmn CHAMP-
NEYS. Hodder and Stoughton.

THE author of The Schinberg-Cotta
Family wrote fifty works, and this
neat birthday-book contains extracts
from thirty-seven of them. There is
not much that is very striking in the
collection, but the volume would
form an acceptable present for any
of the numerous admirers of Mrs.
Rundle Charles. Its price is 3s. 6d.

The Queen of the Home.

By Lucy H.
YATES.

Religious Tract Society.

THE household is here conceived of
as & miniature kingdom, with the wife
as the queen-mother of it. It is a
kind of idyllic picture of the good
woman in Proverbs xxxi., drawn with
a firm hand and a kindly, sensible
heart. Faithful husbands should see
that their queens have a copy by way
of stirring up their minds in wise
remembrance, and also to guard them
from the assaults or pitfalls of modern
Amazons. It costs only & shilling.

Uncrowned Queens. By Mrs. CHAR-
LOTTE SKINNER. Partridge and Co.

LigE former works by the gifted
authoress, this little book consists of
a series of chapters descriptive of the
‘Women of the Bible, and 1s worthy of
wide circulation. Mrs. Skinner writes
as only & woman can or dares to
write of her sex; knowing as she
does their weaknesses as well as their
virtues, her reflections deserve con-
sideration, We have been charmed
by these character sketches, so incisive,
discriminating, and gracious.
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Messrs, Partridge and Co. send us
five New Year Addresses, at one penny
each,— From Desert to Harp, by
SorrIA M. NUGENT; Channcl-Beds,
not Pitchers, by Rev. F. B. MEYER,
B.A.; “ Teare even My Witnesses,” by
Rev. C. A. Fox, B.A.; Wealth out of
Want, by Rev. E. W. MOORE, M.A.;
and An Ancient Truth Applied to
Modern Life, by Rev. MARCUS RAINS-
FORD. We have put them in the
ordez of our preference, although
none of them appear to us to reach
the high level of some past years’
issues. Mr. Moore’s address is marred
(at least for Baptists) by his reference
to infant sprinkling; but in Mr.
Marcus Rainsford’s there is a para-
graph which is simply astounding.
He says:—“If I am told that the
Eternal God took the guilt of the
human race, and laid it on the holiest,
the purest, the most spotless and
beneficent being that ever took the
form of man, and then crushed that
innocent one, for me the guilty, I
shrink not from saying that I would
turn away from such a God, as I
would from an unjust tyrant.” Has
the writer never read Isaiah liii. 6?
To us, that verse contains the very
essence of ‘“ the glorious gospel of the
blessed God;” end there are many
other passages in the Scriptures which
teach the same doctrine.

Sunlit Spray from the Billows of Life.
By Mrs. M. A. CBAPLIN. William
Wileman.

MAaNY friends who possess Mrs. Chap-
lin’s previous volume, Chimes for the
Times, will be glad to see that she
has issued a second series of her
poems and verses (ls. and 2s. net).
In these 109 pages, there is abundant
evidence that the writer’s love for the
old faith remains unshaken, and there
is the same ringing note of warning
concerning Romanism, Ritualism, and
Down-grade-ism, as in the former
book. Mrs. Chaplin’s portrait forms
the frontispiece to the volume, and in
the lines entitled, * Life on a Farm,”
she says,—
““ The singer here
Is a working farmer’s wife.”

We wish the book a large sale.

Heroines of the Faith. By FRANK
MunDELL, Sunday School Union.

AN eighteen-penny illustrated book
that ought to be in every Sunday-
school library in the kingdom, and in
every Protestant home. Mr, Mundell
has briefly sketched some of the noble
women who were martyred by Pagans
and Papists, and our children ought
te be familiar with all such sad but
true tales. One of the best ways to
bring to nought the plotting of
Romanists and Ritualists in the pres-
ent day, is to let the light of history
show what awful results followed
from their doctrines in the past. The
Papacy is unchanged in its principles,
and if it should once more be in power
in England, the martyr fires would
blaze as brightly asever. Let Britons
take care that they never again
become the slaves of the Pope and
his myrmidons.

Fire Ships, Fire Works, and Fire
Brands. By W.STANLEY MARTIN.
William Wileman.

THE Spanish Armada, Guy Fawkes,
and the Romanists and Ritualists of
the present day, are described under
the three F’s which appear in the
title of this shilling book. ‘We should
like to know that this most timely
volume had found a place in every
home in the United Kingdom, for it
is just such Protestant literature as
this which will drive old Giant Pope
and his allies out of our beloved land.
We are glad to see that the author’s
work, to which this is a sequel,—
The Story of Some Famous Bonfires,—
has reached its fourth edition.

At the Gates of the Morning. By
DorAs M. JoNEsS. Charles H. Kelly.

Tris half-crown book should be at
once placed in every Sunday-school
library, and, if possible, in every
home where the English language is
spoken. It contains a thrilling story
of the times of Henry VIII. and
Queen Mary. If our young folk are
made familiar with the dark deeds of
Romanists in the past, there will be
the less fear of Britain being again
crushed beneath the iron heel of the
Papacy.
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The Sunday School Union sends us
a well-written historical story,—The
Splendid Stranger, by ROBERT LEIGH-
TON (28.),—in which the incidents
clustering around the Battle of Sedge-
moor are wrought into a tale in which
Daniel Foe (or Defoe), Judge Jeffreys,
and the Duke -of Monmouth are
among the principal characters intro-
duced to the readers. Of course,
there is a love-story woven into the
narrative.

Two brightly - bound ninepenny
story-books, also from the Sunday
School Union,—Nelly’s Work, by E.
CHILTON, and Four Little People, by
ADA J. GRAVES,—show how children
can be the means of brightening the
lives of the aged and the poor.

Stories of Alpine Adventure. By
FrANK MUNDELL. Sunday School
Union.

A worTHY addition to the Adventure
Series, narrating in vivid fashion many
notable Alpine ascents and accidents.
We notice that the death of Captain
Arkwright, in 1866, is recorded here,
but there is no mention of the recent
recovery of his body, nor of the still
more remarkable instance of glacier
preservation of the dead which Mrs.
Spurgeon has so graphically deseribed
in Vol. II. of her dear husband’s
Autobiography.

A Western Waif. By *“ OLD CORNISH.”
London : Partridge and Co. Man-
chester: ‘ Onward' Publishing
Office, 124, Portland Street. (1s.6d.)

A cariTar Cornish Methodist story
of a baby rescued from a wreck,
brought up by a godly poor woman,
and discovered in a very romantic
fashion by his aristocratic grand-
father.

His Big Opportunity, By Amy LE

FEUuvRE. Hodder and Stoughton.
ANOTHER of the unique series of
stories about children by the author
of “ Probable Sons.” Each one that
i3 written seems to be more pathetic
than all that have gone before, and
all heve the golden thread of the
gospel running through them. No
one, we should think, can read His

Big Opportunity without being the
better for it, and we are sorry for
anyone who can get to the end of it
without shedding tears. The book is
appropriately illustrated, and is pub-
lished at 2s.

The Youny Reporter. By WILLIAM
DRYSDALE. Andrew Melrose.

ONE of the brightest and liveliest
stories we have everread. If it is not
true, it ought to be. We have
followed “the young reporter ” with
intensest interest, and feel that we
should like to grasp the hand of the
front-rank newspaper man in New
York who was honoured with a
banquet at Delmonico’s, where, in
compliment to his Temperance prin-
ciples, no wine glasses appeared. Mr.
Drysdale is no relation of Dr. Dry-as-
dust; we hope he will soon write
snother book equal to this three-and-
sixpenny one, and that Mr. Melrose
will pass it on to us assoon as it is
published.

Stories of Bible Nations. By EDITH
RarpH. Sunday School Union.

TEACHERS and senior scholars who
wish to kmow more than the Bible
reveals concerning Egypt, Chaldes,
and Aesyria, will find in this two-
shilling volume many side-lights upon
the Scriptural narrative. Much care
appears to have been taken in col-
lecting and oondensing the needful
material for the book, which is
adorned with twenty-two appropriate
illustrations.

How to Gain the Eye of the Young.
Blackboard Illustrations, Object
Lessons, Outlines, etc. By Rev.
JoHN MiTcHELL. Partridge & Co.

THOSE who *gain the eye” will also
gain the ear and the attention of the
young folk, and will be most likely to
win their heart. These Addresses,
with designs for the blackboard, show
how this may be done. The Outlines
can also be used without the black-
board. Those who have to address
our lads and lasses will find this
volume very helpful ; the author has
done his work well,
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A Letter for You, and other Readings
for Mothers Meetings. By J. M. K.
Religious Tract Society.

THESE addresses are well adapted to
the purpose for which they are
intended. They are simple and Scrip-
tural, and therefore will prove satis-
fying to the soul. Those who conduct
Mothers’ Meetings, and who feel their
need of ready-made prayers, will find
some most devout petitions at the
close of each address. We do not
believe in the use of forms of prayer;
but there may be cases in which the
breathings of another gracious soul
are as helpful to prayer as the sacred
songs of the poet are to praise. We
cordially commend this volume to our
readers; it is published at 2s.

Midiand Sketches. By W.J. GORDON.
Religious Tract Society.

A GREAT deal of information con-
cerning some of our Midland towns,
and their staple trades, is given in
these sketches. They make up a most
interesting volume, and will go far
towards the enlightenment of those
who have strange notions with regard
to the central counties of England,
and those who have little idea of the
great part in our national industries
that is performed by machinery.
This book should have a wide circu-
lation ; its price is 1s. 6d.

From the “Onward’ Publishing
Office, Manchester, we have received
Nos. 2 and 3 of Temperance Science
Lessons— Physiology, by W. N. Eb-
warDs, F.C.8., and The Band of Hope
Teacher, by W. CHANDOS WILSON.
The former is published at 6d., the
latter at 3d., and both are full of use-
ful material for Band of Hope and
Temperance workers and speakers.

Health at Home. Practical papers on
subjects of Health. By A. T.
ScHOFIELD, M.D. Second series.
Religious Tract Society.

THOUGH costing only eighteenpeunce,
this little volume is worth its weight
in gold. It gives the results of great
professional skill and experience, on
many health topics, in brief, simple
directions that can be practised by

all if they will. How much misery
would be spared, and how much
happiness known, if these instructions
were observed, it is impossible to tell.
All who care for the poor should buy
a copy, aud master its contents; and
the conductors of Mothers’ Maetings
should read them a chapter week by
week. We should like to hear that it
had been scattered by thousands, as
only good, end great good, would
result thereby.

Bird Minstrels; their Ways and
Wanderings; and other Papers. By
Rev. R. CorLETT CowELL. Robert
Culley.

AN interesting little volume, con-
sisting of original Nature sketches
and reviews of books on Arctic travel.
The work would have been more
acceptable, in our opinion, if Mr.
Cowell had omitted the reviews. The
Nature papers are delightful reading,
full of the careful records of the
acute observer, rendered with literary
charm. A healthy book to give to
boys and girls, and to men ‘and
women, too, that their knowledge of
the great Creator’s works may be
deepened.

Insect Lives as Told by Themselves.
By EDwArD SiuPsoN. Religious
Tract Society.

JusT fancy how education must have
spread in the insect world when
beetles, whirligigs, ladybirds, earwigs,
crickets, cockroaches, moths, worms,
thrips, wasps, cuckoo-spits, water
boatmen, gnats, dragon and other
flies, and even fleas can relate their
own history, tell the Latin names of
the families to which they belong,
and even quote long passages from
Professor Huxley, Mr. Gosse, and
other writers whose aid they have
sought in the compilation of their
autobiographies | Our boys and girls
ought to learn Natural History when
it can be acquired in such a fascinat-
ing fashion as this, and they cannot
read the book without being again
and again reminded of the grent
Creator’s care for even the least of
the creatures He has formed. There
are many admirable illustrations in
the volume, and its price is 1s. 6d.
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Hlotes,

0. H. SPURGEON’S STANDARD LIFE,—In
addition to the second instalment of extracts
from reviews of Vol. II., included in the
present number of the Magazine, we have
received some most pleasing testimonies to
the value of the first volume of the 4uto-
biography. The more closely that portion
of the monumental ‘‘ Life’’ is examined,
the more accurate idea will the reader
obtain of the first twenty years of C. H.
Spurgeon’s earthly career. A literary
friend, of no mean repute, writes:—*‘‘To
my mind, the first volume of the Autobio-
graphy is a gold mine. The chapters on
Conversion, Baptism, Waterbeach, and
Arrival in London, are helpful in the ex-
treme. I have heard carping ministerial
critics say, ¢ All appeared before in some
form or other.’ [N?B.—This is not trus,
for a very large portion had never before
been published in any form.—Ep.] Tome,
it is all fresh, not asto fact, but asto charm,
like an old rose tree that is never anything
but sweet. I have read Paxton Hood's
Dark Sayings on a Harp over a hundred
times; and if I live, I hope to read those
chapters in the Autobiography as many and
more times. The testimony of a true con-
version is one of the best of Bible com-
mentaries.”

Another friend, who is one of our highest
authorities in literary matters, writes:—
‘‘Congratulations on all your work,
especially on the spiritual experiences of
the first volume of the Autobiography.
These, evidently culled from many sources,
are wonderfully put together, aud are full
of marrow and fatness.”

Professor Everett, who was Mr. Spur-
%o;t]m's colleague as tutor at Newmarket,

dly supplied for Vol. L. all available in-
formation concerning those early days; but
he greatly regretted that a number of
letters written to him by Mr. Spurgeon from
Colchester, Cambridge, and Loudon, had
mysteriously disappeared for more than
forty years, Happily, the precious packet
has been discovered, and the letters bave
been placed at Mrs. Spurgeon's disposal.
In sending them, Professor Everett wrote : —
““They certainly form excellent autobio-
graphical material, and I am more pleased
than I can express at their unexpected
resurrection. . . . I have looked carefully

rough your Vol. I. with great interest. I
think you have built up your materials very
judiciously, if I may venture to express an
opinion.”

A forei_g-ner, who understands English,
and who is purchasing the volumes of the
Standard Life as they are published, writes
to Mrs. Spurgeon concerning them:—‘¢I
cannot state my heart’s feelings to you, only
T am sure I will appreciate the books from
now until I lie on my dying bed, so much

good has the first volume done me already, -

and I know they will all do s0. Not only
do I enjoy the Autobiography, but all the
works of C.H.S. Last year, I sent to you
for the book, Around the Wicket Gate.
Three weeks ago, I told one of my friends
to read it through, and think over what he
read. He did so, and afterwards he said to
me, ‘I never in my life read a more true
and pointed book ; [ hawe, through it, found
my Redeemer.” Dear Mrs. Spurgeon, re-
joice that your beloved husband is still
being blessed; his words are as living
embers to a sinful heart.”’

Just as these ‘“ Notes’’ were being com-
iled, a letter came from a clergyman who
ad recently purehased Vol. II., and who

wrote :—*‘ My eyes have gushed with tears
afresh and afresh as I have been reading
the first third of it, and my heart shot up
an earnest prayer that the book may be
‘ blessed to the nation.” I long for it to be
read far and wide, particularly by ministers
of all denominations and their families. It
is delicious and thrilling to learn more fully
and in detail of Mr. Spurgeon’s thorough
whole-heartedness, and earnestness, and
complete self-devotion in the cause of his
Master and of souls.”

The writer turns his wishes into a prac-
tical form by sending a2 guinea, with a
request that the two volumes should be
forwarded to a neighbouring clergyman.
There are many ‘‘ ministers of all denomina-
tions " who would welcome most heartily a
similar present; perhaps some of our
readers will adopt this plan of wishing their
pastors ‘‘ A Happy New Year.”

Friends of the glorified Pastor are
‘¢ gathering home'’ one by one. We can
but briefly mention Mrs. H. Grattan
Guinness, ‘‘the mother of a thousand mis-
sionaries,” many of whom reached Heaven
before her;—Dr. H. L. Wayland, of Phila-
delphia, best known as for many years the
Editor of The National Baptist ;—and Mr.
John Neal, a native of Winalow, who greatly
helped the Baptist church in that town,
and who, for many years, from his business
in the Edgware Road, presented the clocks
for new chapels, one of the latest being
given to Bexhill. Moy the Lord graciously
comfort all who have lost their loved ones,
and raise up other faithful servants to fill
the places of those whom Hoe has called to
Himself !

Mr. Frank Cockrem, the Secretary of the
Open Air Mission, asks us to mention that
he has prepared a new Pictorial Lec-
ture, entitled, *¢ Figures of the True;” or,
*“The Gospelin Pictures.”” Itisillustrated
by six large oil-paintings of the Tabernacle
in the Wilderness, shown in dioramic form
by means of special apparatus for illuminat-
ing them. Terms and all particulars can be
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obtained by application to Mr. Cockrem,
11, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C.

Lord Kinnaird sends us an article upon
the Ten Weeks’ School for Bible Study, to
be conducted in several centres by Professor
W. W. White, by the invitation of the
Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A,, and the British
Collegs Christian Union. Our pages are
too crowded to permit the insertion of the
paper. but we may note that the lectures
are to commence on January 16, and that
the object of the ¢ School” is (1) To se-
cure a more comprehensive and thorough
knowledge of the Bible, (2) to suggest the
best methods of Bible study, and (3) to
stimulate to further study. Concerning
Professor Whits, we are told that {1) he is
himself a deeply-enthusiastic, believing
student of the Bible, (2) he possesses the
power, in a remarkable degree, of interest-
ing his audience, and (3) he has studied the
Bible, and has had years of practical ex-
perience in lecturing upon it, first as Pro-
fessor of Hebrew and Old Testament
Literature in Xenia Theological Seminary,
U.S.A., then as Professor in Mr. Moody’s
Bible Institute at Chicago, and, lastly,
during the past two years, among the young
men of India under the International Com-
mittee of the Y.M.C.A. All further infor-
mation can be obtained of L. Meager, 26,
George Street, Hanover Square, W.

On Wednesday evening, December 7, the
usual monthly meeting of TEHE ‘' JOEN
ProucEMAN'’ GOSPEL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY
was held in the College Conference Hall,
which was well filled. Our old friend,
Capt. George Clarke, from the British and
Foreign Sailors’ Society, delivered with
much force and power his lecture entitled,
¢“A Troublesome Cabin Passenger.” The
meeting was as successful as any held for
some time; several new members were
enrolled on the Society’s books, and some
pledges were taken. The audience was so
pleased with the lecture that the Captain
was asked to come again at no distant date.

The visitation committee, formed some
two or three months ago, is already doing
good work, which has had encouraging
results. Any friend or member of the
Society, desiring to be visited, or knowing
anyone who might be helped by a visit, will
secure a ready response to any application
addressed to the Secretary of the Society at
the College.

CoLLEGE.—Thefollowing pastoral changes
have recently occurred :—Mr. H. E. Barrell,
who returned from Bombay, has settled at
Ceylon Place, Eastbourne; Mr. D. C.
Chapman has removed from Yalding to
Sweet Turf, Netherton, Dudley; Mr. J. J.
Ellis, from Manchester, to Cotton Street,
Poplar; and Mr. H. Clark, from Sydney,
New South Wales, to Perth, Tasmania.

Our readers are probably aware that Mr.
J. Manton Smith has been quite laid aside,

suffering from a poisoned foot. We are
very sorry to learn, just as these ‘Notes’’
are being printed, that he has been obliged
to be removed to a Surgical Home, that his
foot may be amputated as the only hope of
saving his life. Prayer is earnestly asked
on our brother's behalf, and any practical
expression of sympathy with him and his
family in this time of trial will be gratefully
received by Mr. Charlesworth, Stockwell
Orphanage, Clapham Road, London.

Mr. William Olney sends us the following
paragraph, which appropriately follows his
account of Mr. Moore's work at Barking,
printed on a previous page :—

‘“Mr. Sloan has been labouring at East
Ham with much blessing. The cause is a
new one, and has grown in a comparatively
short time into a church of over 300 mem-
bers. The friends have rightly determined
upon erecting a much-needed chapel, as the
public hall, in which the Sabbath services
are held, is expensive and inconvenient. A
suitable site has been secured, and on Mon-
day, December 12, a public meeting was
held, in the small building in which the
church originally met, to raise funds for
the new undertaking. Mr. W. Olney pre-
sided, and Revs. J. % Shakespeare, M.A.,
‘W. Stevenson, and the pastor spoke. A
remarkable spirit of generosity was mani-
fested ; and the friends present gave, or
promised to bring in shortly, the sum of
£276! Asthe members are very far from
wealthy, this grand result is a gracious
evidence of the blessing upon our Brother
Sloan’s ministry, and should be an example
and inspiration to other churches. If any
readers of the Sword and Trowel are in-
clined to help this worthy church to erect
its new sanctuary, their gifts will be grate-
fully received by Pastor R. loan,
¢ Dabey,’ Browning Rload, Manor Park, E."”

The annual meeting of the Pastors’ Col-
lege, held at the Stockwell Orpbanage, on
Thursday evening, November 24, was a
most successful gathering, recalling in
many respects some of the notable anniver-
saries of former years. The President,
Pastor Thomas Spurgeon, occupied the
chair; and, after prayer by Pastor W.
Williame, spoke in a joyous, hopeful tone
concerning the present position and future
prospects of the College. Hoe said that the.
arduous and responsible task, to which he
had been so unexpectedly called, grew
gladder as the years rolled by ; and, look-
ing round upon the whole work of the
College, he could say, ‘“All is well.”
Applications for admission continued to be
very numerous ; and although many of the
candidates had to be declined, he was glad
that such a large number of earnest
Christian young men felt constrained to
offer themselves for the ministry of the
Word. Pastor Charles Spurgeon, the
Vice - President, confirmed his brother’s
report concerning the prosperity of the
College, and referred to the special service
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rendered by many of ‘‘our own men”’ as
pioneers, or in resuscitating weak churches,
or filling important vacancies as they
occur.

Profesaor Hoackney spoke as the represen-
tative of the tutors, and he bore very high
testimony to the students now in the In-
stitution, and to the progress he had wit-
nessed even during the three months he had
been back at the College. He was followed
by two of the students, Messrs. Elder and
Beer, who very ably sustained the repu-
tation of ‘‘our Alma Mater.” At the
close of Mr. Elder's address, the President
said that their friend was greatly desirous
of going out as a missionary ‘to South
America at the end of his College course,
and he would be very glad if the necessary
funds for his support should be forthcoming.
Pastor Sydney J. Jones, of the East London
Tabernacle, delivered an able address
founded upon the words in Ezra v. 16:—
‘“Since that time even uutil now hath it
been in building, and yet it is not finished.”

In the course of the evening, there was
some singing by a number of little orphan
girls, and by the students’ choir; Brother
'W. J. Mayers also sang twice; but, instead

‘of speakiug, he made way for Pastor
Arcbibald G. Brown, whose bright, happy,
impromptu reminiscences of the College as
it was thirty-five years ago made a fitting
climax to a very memorable meeting, which
was closed with prayer by Pastor J. W,
Ewing, M.A., and the singing of the College
anthem, ‘‘ Hallelujah for the Cross.”

OrPHANAGE.—Mr, Charlesworth and the
orphan choir have had a successful series of
meetings at Pembury, Tunbridge Wells,
Lewes, Bexhill, Hastings, Eastbourne,
Portsmouth (Lake Road), Southeea (Elm
Grove), Portsea (Kent Street), and Crawley.
Heartiest thanks are accorded to all in each

, of the places visited who helped to make
the tour a prosperous one. Engagements
in or near London will probably fill up to
the end of January, when the choir expects
to go to Lanceshire and the North of
Ireland. If friends on the line of route
can arrange for & meeting in aid of the
Orphanage, will they kindly write at once
to Mr. Charlesworth ?

The orphans’ festivities will (p.v.) be in
progress just as this Magazine reaches

v

many of our readers, so our report of the
proceedings must be postponed till our next
number, which will contain the long lists of
contributions received at Stockwell from
December 8 to January 14.

The last Lord's-day in Jenuary will be
observed in many places as the C. IL.
SPURGEON MEMORIAL SABRATH, when
special offerings will be given to the
Institution which was so very dear to him.

CoLPORTAGE.—During the past month,
the Secretary has been visiting Districts in
Somersetshire and Gloucestershire, en-
deavouring to awaken revived interest in
the Colportage work. Mr. E Garrett, our
colporteur at Axbridge, has diligently and
successfully laboured in and around the
Cheddar Valley for over a quarter of a
century. At Thornbury, Mr. C. G. Hicks
has worked as our representative for more
than twelve years; he is held in much
esteem all around the neighbourhood.
Meetings were arranged by Rev. A. O.
Moore at Olveston, Tytherington, and
Thornbury, and the Secretary took part
each evening. In the Loundon District, he
has also advocated the interests of the
Association at further meetings in Ealing
and Hounslow, arranged by our colporteur,
Mr. Henry Mears.

Mr. G. Willstead, who labours at Chard,
has recently conducted a mission at IXil-
mington, and the pastor reports good
gatherings, several conversions, and
awakened interest in his church.

Our new Districts at Uphill and Frant
arenow fairly at work, and we hope next
month to report the opening of other
Districts. We are most desirous that the
New Year may witness a ** Forward Move-
ment’’ in Colportage work, and a baptism
of the Holy Spirit upon each locality. Will
the many steadfast lovers of the Institutions
founded by C. H. Spurgeon all rally to our
help, and share with us both in prayer for
extension of our work, and, by theirr kind
subscriptions, in enabling the Committee to
advance ? Aifl communications and contri-
butions should be addressed to the Secretary,
Mr. Stephen Wigney, Metropolitan Tabe-r-
nacle Colportage Assoctation, Pastors’ Col-
lege, Temple Street, London, S.E.

Baptismns at Haddon Holl :—November 16,
two.

SMetropolitan Tabernacle Febuilding Jjund.

Statement of Receipts from November Tth to December Tth, 1898.

. £ 8. d.

Amount previously acknowledged 6,074 2 10

Mr, Lyon ... .. B 00O
Mr. E. 8. Brownend Rev. R. Spurgeon

(Bengal) ... ... e we ... 1130

Pastor W. Gillard... ... . 100

Mr. A. Lawes 100

Subscriptions from members and con- -
gregation, Gildencroft Chapel, Nor-
wich, per Pustor T. Bullimore . 33

(=]

Chape!, per Pastor H. E. Stoune ... 321

£ 8. d.
“ A church-member” ... o w 1 .00
Mrs. Marion Caven . w 1 00
Pastor H. Clark, Tasmania .. 1 00
Contributions from New Park Road,
Brizton Hill, per Pastor Wallace
Pettman ... .. 22 8 0
Mr. W. Munnington .. 100 0 0
Collection at Abbey Xoad Baptist 5 o
bl
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Mrs, Corbett
Mr. John Cave ...
Readers of South Ajrwan Bapmt, per

Pastor E. Baker..

Messrs. Middleton and Easten..,

Young Men's Bible-class, Clty Rowd
Bristol, per Mr. G. F. Coles ...

Subscriptions from a few friends at
Croham Road Baptist Chnpel Croy-
don, per Pastor A. J. Reid ...

Mrs. Winsor

Proceeds of lecture by Pastor T. Spur-
geon at Rushden

From C.E. Society, Bxldeston, per
Pastor E. T. Beckett ...

Contributions from Beechen Grove
Baptist Church, Watford, per Rev.
J. Stuart .

A grateful reader of Sword and Trowel
A Glagow friend, per Mrs. Taylor
Contribution from Baptist Church,
Syston, per Pastor W. Maynard .
Readers of The Britiskh Weekly ...
AMrs. McConnell ..
\Ies:rs E. J. Parker & Co.
From Lincolushire e
Tabernacle gate boxes ...
Amounts under £1 .
Collecting cards :—
3lr. S. Blake .
Miss J. Gibson ... . .
Mrs. McGee...
A. Lawrence...

Mr. G. P. Johnston :—
Mr. J. Anderson ...
Mr. John Pearce ...
Nobody e .
J.and B. W.
Mr. T. Johnston ...
Mr. E. Edgley .
Mr. F. W, Bennett
An old friend .
Mr. H. A. Short
Gladys Johoston ...
Ellen E, Johnsion..
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Anon,
Sums under §1

Miss E. Church ...
Miss A. Cowles ...
Miss Harrald
Mr. F. Crickett
Mrs. A. Strong .
Miss Yewen .
Miss Steere .
Miss M. Pllg'run
Mrs. S. Stunell
Mr. M. Powell ...
Nurse Ballantyne ... .
Miss Tulley... .
Miss E. Lambe
Mr. Street ...

Mrs. Nash :—
Mr. and Mrs. Nash
Mr W. Vmson, sen.

ir. R, ggs e
]!hgs Vg .ﬁ)nes

s ig,

Mrs. Ro"ersgs
Mr. and Mrs. Vmbon
Ivy Ilgash

M Pillman ..
Mr. A. Vinson L e .
Mr. E. Sharp
Mr. W. Cook
J.

T.S.
H.B...
A breakfast-table cnllectmn
Mr. Geo. Creasey ..
Mrs. Creasey

Miss Creasey o
Miss R. Creasey ...
Mr. Henry Knee ... .
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£6,587 3 8

Bastors” @Qollege, Fletropolitan Tubernmacle,

Statement of Receipts from November Tth to December Tth, 1898,

A reader of Mr. Spnrgeon s Sermons ..

Per Pastor T. Spurgeon .. v

Mr. W. Pitcher ...

Aiss M. M. Fergusson

Mr. B. J. Greenwood

Pastor W. Holyoak

Mr. J. Robinson ...

Esecutors of the late Mr. Wm. ‘Rice .

Contribuzion from DBaptist C}.uuch
Glude~try, per Pastor G. P. Edwardu

Mr. A. V. Uridge ... e

Migs E. Ireland .

Collection et Ab'bey Road Chapel St.
Juhn's Wood, per Pastor H. E. btoue

Mv. W. P. Hu.upto:\

Pastor J. Mitchell Cox ...

Alr. Lisbury... .

Pex Pa_qt,arT Spurgeon o

£ 8. d. £ s, d.
1 0 0 | Mrs. McConnell .. . .. “w 100
-, 110 © Mrs. Rainbow . o .- 011 0
3 10 Miss E. Kirtley ... 210 0O
aes 1 1 0 | Anonymous, per Mrs. C.H. Spurgeon 10 0 0
500 Mrs. C. Dawson, per Mrs. C. H.
0 6 0 Bpurgeon ... 5 00
110 Part Collectlon,perPastorJ J.K.mght 1 00
1180 0 O Mr. J. C. Wedland . 310 0
Mesers. W. Wayre and Son ... 300
0 910 | Mr. P. Davies, per Mrs. James Wxthers vio 0
we 010 0 | Rev.R.J. Beecliff . 0 2 6
1°0 0 | Mr. H. O, Serpell .. . 330
Proceeds of Aonual Meetmg, in-
53 0 cluding Collection, £23 6 0... w 52 3 6
5 0 0 —_—
010 ¢ £283 7 4
050 —
y anw e . . qe
. I3 ' 1’
Pastors” @ollege gWissiownry  Dusociation,
Statement of Receipts from November Tth to December Tth, 1898.
£ 8. d. Per Mrs. T. Spurgeon :— £ 8.d.
. 100 Anon.... o 200
. 0 60 AMr. R. F. Elder .. 05 0
w 010 0 260

H. Mcs
Miss L “Ireland
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£ 8 d.
Per Mrs. C. H. Bpurgeon‘—
Anonymous.. s 300
For Christ’s sake ... 06 0
Collected by Miss Ratoliff

Collected by Mias Perkina
Collected by Miss Ross ...

COOwm

R
[

d.

oo=o

Collected by Miss A. Brown
Collected by Miss Davis ... .
Collected by Miss O. Taylor ...
Collected by Miss Wollacott ..,

@he

Mr. J. Lamont ...

A friend in Texas, per Miss C. Bmith
Collected by Miss C. M. Bidewell
Collected by Miss Saunders ...
Collected by Miss J Potter ...

A reader of The Christian Herald
Collected by Miss E. Crumpton
Miss Adams and friends...
Mr. J. Wickham ... e
Collected by Miss M. H. Bha.rp
Miss S. Green v
Mr. T. Birch . .
Postal order, Eatfnn Garden
Mr. G. R. Adams ...
Mrs. E. Perrins e
Collected by Measter R. Bndeland
Mr. J. O. Cadwaladr .
Mrs. Rix ..
Mrs Gardiner

E.E

Miss M. M. Fergusson

Collected by Miss Pullen o

Collected by Mr. and Mrs. Lee

Collected by Miss Meredith ...

Anon., Kingston Blount... .

Collected by Miss A, Nolomon .. .

Miss Jones, per Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon

Mr. W. Ward

Mrs. A. Bedwell ..,

A widow, Worksop

Dugdele Street Sundsy-school Cam-
berwell, per Mr. Brown

e s e

Mr. J. C. Toovey ..
Collected by Mrs.
Mrs. Michael .
Miss Michael
Mr. W. 5. Cowell ... ..
Mr. A. Cowell

Mr. J. W. Jackson .
Mr. H. J. Veitch (for the maintenance
of an orphan boy for a yeu.r)

o I;& Yg Anden .. v

rphan boy's card. —E 0yse;
Mrs. 8. A. Welldon v y
W.J. .
Mrs. M. A. Collins
Mr. F. Duffell
Two sisters .
Collected by Miss Strickland
Collected by Miss Roe ...
Collected by Mr. D. Ho,wluns
Mr. D. Hawlins ..,
Mrs, Walker
Mrs. C, Heasman ...

Ww.J.8 R
8. M. P, v
Collected by Mr. J. B. Hardie ...
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Stockwell rphamage,

Statement of Receipts from November 8th to December Tth,

1898.

Mr. 8. B. White ...
My, Vickery...
Mr, Stewart...
Young Men's Bibie- claes ' Westbourne
Grove Chapel Bayswat.er, per Mr.

W. .
%o].le%edby ‘Miss H. E. Sampson

Mr.HBell.. .. .. .. .
B. L., Newark ... o~ [
Mr. J. Johnson ...

Misg E. Francis
Mrs. J. Simpson .
Miss Green ...
ﬁrs E. B. Reid
The Guardmns of Hemel Hempstead
Union (towards the maintenance of
an orphan boy) ...
Mr. T. Clydesdale .. e
A debtor .
Harvest thanksglvmg service, Corton
‘Baptist Ohapel, per Mr. J. T. Few ...
B8t. John’s Green Bunday-school, Col-
chester, per Mr, F. Baker ...
Mrs. A. Hughes ...
Collected by Master A. Smith .
Mr. P. Lamont ..
Mr. J. Dowding _ ...
Postal order, Enderby
Mrs. Watt e .
Mr. B. Stallwood . .
Mrs. Groves .. o
Mr. Jas. Wilson ... .
Mrs. Luckhurst ...
Mr. H. Clark
Mrs. W. 8. Jomes ...
Mr. A. Burr... .
MnssAWatts

A commercinl traveller ... .

Pleasant Wednesday evening, Nottmg-
ham, per Rev. L. C. Parkinson

Miss E. 8. White .

Mr. Pewtress's Bible- class, Lec Chapel
Sunday-school ...

Mr. J. Batten

Mrs. McConnell ...

Me. Charles Churchill ..,

Mr. T. D. Adams ...

Mr. Frank F. Doggett

Mrs. Geo. Cowan ...

Miss L. M. Pittman

Mr. J. H. Earnshaw .
Mrs. M. Ferguson...
Collected by Mrs. Price ...
Mrs. L. C
Miss M. D Jankms o .
Mrs. Willby...

Miss E, Klrtley . N
Collected by Mr. Wm. Andrew 0
A friend .. w0

Mr. T. G. Green ...
Collected by Miss Blnyney
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Mr. E. E. Myhill ...
Collected by Mrs. A. T. Bl"‘g’s
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon : -
Anonymous o 10 0
Y. L .. 0
Mr. J. Tebb . 07
Mr. and Mrs W. Dmpe.r 010

com
P
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Mr. John Cameron
Mr. H. R. Parker ... .
Mrs. O. Clover
Miss Pinckstone .
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin ...
Mr. J. Kearry -
Mrs. E. W, Winter per Messrs, P. & A,
Miss Walton -

Mr. R. B. Hmdley

Mrs. Curtis ... .

Mrs. Garrett

Mrs. and the MlssesLowe
Mrs. Reunard .

Mr. 8. H. Perriam .. .
Collected by Mrs. Duga.n
Mr. Wm. Church, jun. ...
Mr. Best ... v
Mr. and Mrs, R. Osborn
Coliected by Mrs. Hinton
Mrs. Hinton
Mrs. M. Rainbow ..

Executor of the late Mr. Andrew

Fergus
Execntors of the late Mr. Wm. Rice
Executors of the late Mr. Wm.
Appleton ..
Executors of the late Mrs. M. A.
Hewitt ... - 5
Sandwich, per Bankers ... w1
P. 0. Derby... - ]
Per Mrs. James Withers i —
Mr. E. P. Collier ... .
Mrs. S. J. Collier ...
Mr, P. Davies
Mr, C. R. Stevens...
Mrs. Hampton
Mr. T. Wells
Mrs. J. Davis .
Miss Anderson’s box

Collected by the M.mea Cru.m
Miss Belton..,

Mr. J. Jones
Miss Amy B.
The Misses C.
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Meetings by Mr. Oharlesworth and the
Orphanage Ohoir :—
Trinity Presbyterian Church. Bromley
Camberwell Congregational Church
Bend of Hope ... .
‘Werter Road Chapel, Putuey v
Sale of Progra.m.mes Burbiton...
Bexhill
Lewes

Christmas Faumhes Fund:—
Mrs. Anderson ... e
Mies P. White
Mr. A. Storr
Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon
Mrs, A. D. Chappell., per Mrs. J. A.

Spurgeon ..

Mr. James Wilson.,
Master F. R. Linsell
Mr. H. Seaton
8. B. 8.

Mra, A. Shearman
Miss L. Bibby

Mr. E. E, Mshill .
Mr. and Mrs. Blbby
H, E. 5.
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STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE.

Mrs. E, Allmey
Mrs. Tice
Miss Best

Received at Collectors’ Mectmg,

November 8th :—

Collecting Bores :—
Albert, Master T,
Allen, Miss
Angus, Mrs.
Barnden, Mrs.
Beaven, Mrs.
Belben. Miss -
Bingham, Mrs. ...
Bliss, Muss ...
Boswell, Mrs.
Boys, Mx. W.

Buiewer, The Misse;A. &E

Brotherwood, Miss L. ...
Burgess, The Misses A,
and E.

Burn, Mr. 8.
Butler, Mra.
Butt, Miss M, .
Bradbury, Miss ...
Cairns, Miss M. ..,
Carpenter, Miss
Carter, Miss..,
Chiswell, Mrs.
Colley, Mr. ...
Crowder, Mrs.

Darby, Mrs,
Dennish, Mr. A. ...
Dixon, Master J. ...
Dobbs, Mrs... .
Dolling, Master P.’
Eastcott, Miss e

Field, Mis. E. .
Fleher, Mr. H.F. .
Gale, Mr. F. T. ...
Goodwin, Miss
George, Master E.
Grant, Miss.. .
Grimes, Mrs.
Harrald, Miss
Hart, Mrs. ...
Eaaelden, Mies D,
Hazzard, Master E.
Hazzard, Master G.
Helier, Mrs. A.
Hertzell, Mrs,
Hobbs, Miss B.
Horn, Miss N.
Howard, Mrs.
Howells, Miss
Jeal, Mrs. ...
Jewbhurst, Miss
Lee, Mra. ...
Lott, Miss ...
Luckhurst, Mrs.
Madder, Mrs.
Mallison, Mrs.
Mason, Miss...
May, Miss A.
Middleton, Mrs.
Montagu, Mrs.
Moore, Mrs..
Moore, MIBB .
Morgan, Miss
Newton, Mrs.
Oldrieve, Miss
Palmer, Mra.
Pankhurst, Mre. ...
Parker, Master H....
Payn, Miss
Pearson, Master F.
Pegg, Mrs. ...
Perrin MlesE M....
Plummer, Miss N....
Price, Master 6.

Proudfoot, Miss
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£ s d £98.d £3 4

Reynolds, Miss ... 05 6 Boxes under 18, ... 08 6
Robert Street Bunday- 0Odd farthings and half-

school, per Mr. Everett 05 9 pence 04 8
Roper, Mrs. ... e 067 39 8 0
Raussell, Mr.... an 0 3 9 Collecting Books :—
Silley, Mrs. ... won 0 9 0 Alderton, Miss ... . 012 o
Smith, Mrs. ... o 0 256 Barrett, Mr. H. ... 330
Smith, Master F. ... 0186 Broughton, Mrs. ... . 070
Bmith, Mr. F. oes 06 7 Brown, Miss J, H... . 09 0
Smith. Mr. B. 014 1 Butt, Miss D. 0 4 6
Stiff, Miss 8. o 011 11 Coleman, Mrs, 07 86
Sutton, Mr. T. ... 0 411 Everett, Miss A. 217 0
Swan, Mr8. ... . .. 027 Howes, Mr. C. ... 080
Taylor, Miss H. ... 03 2 Miller, Mr. C. 1 00
Tier, Mrs. .. oo e 015 11 Noble, Mrs. C. ... .. 06 0
Thompson, Master A. E.... 027 Sauptfem. Mr.EW. .. 310 0
Thorn, Master B. ... e 0 4 6 ‘Whitehead, Master A. ... 0 6 8
Vears, Mrs. ... ... .. 010 0 1310 8
Victoria Baths, Peckham ., 014 1 Donations :—
Ville, Mrs. ... e 0 4 7 Bishop, Mrs. o 02 3
Vincent, Mrs. W. ... .. 01110 Charles, MissF. B. .., 035 0
Vivian, Miss E. ... Py 017 Chivers, Mr. W. .., 5 0 0
Weels, Miss 07 2 Dykes, Mrs. W. ... 100
‘Wheeler, Mrs. . 0 2 8 Hall, Mr. Jas. . 5 0 0
Wilkins. Miss L. ... . 02 5 Haseltine, Miss N. (far-
‘Willoughby, Miss ... 0 4 3 thing fund) o 03 8
Wilmott, Mrs. v e 069 Collected at doors... .. 010 0
‘Wren. Mrs. .. e 056 8 12 0 9
‘Wright, Mr. H. ... 09 4 _
Young, Mrs. 025 £1,822 11 2
Young, Master ... 0156 —_

List of Presents from November 8th to December 7th, 1898.—ProvisioNs :—28 Ibs. Prunes, 28 lba.

Raisins, Mr. H, V. Moss; 1 Sheep weighing 144 1bs., Mr. W. J. Graham ; 3 large Calkes, Miss Dawson ;
1 New Zealand Sheep, Sir A. Seale Haslam; 1 bag Potatoes, Mr. F. F. Norman; 1 lb. Spice, 4 lba.
Tea, 74 1bs. Bacon, 2 lbs. Cocos, 8 1bs. Moist Sugar, 8 lbs. Loaf Sugar, 2 1bs. mixed Peel. 6 lbs.
Currants, 6 1bs, Raisins, Mr, A. Tilley; 2 sacks Flour, Mr. J. Attlee; 4 sack Flour, Mr. C. P, Clover,

Bovs' CLoTHING:—1 Shirt, Mrs. R. C. Overbury; 6 Articles, Miss Baker; 25 Articles, Ladies’
‘Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss Higgs; 3 Articles, Mrs. Bartholomew and
friends; 1 Overcoat, 1 Coat, 2 Vests, 1 pair Trousers, Mrs. Mann ; 2 Shirts, Mrs, Wilson.

Qunrs’ CrotEING :—2 Articles, Mrs. R. C. Overbury; 24 Articles, Mrs. E. Proctor: 8§ Articles, Miag
Passmore ; 11 Articles, Miss Baker; 16 Articles, Ladies’ Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle,
per Miss Higgs; 5 Articles, Mrs. E. B. Reid ; 18 Articles, Miss Torr; 25 Articles, Mrs. Bartholomew
and friends ; 13 Articles, Mrs. Wilson; 18 Articles, Miss M. A. Harris.

GENERAL :—1 Quilt, Mrs. R. C. Overbury; 1 E:rcel 0Odds and Ends, Mrs. Davis; 1 Shawl, A.l:lm:n.l
Bredwardine; 2 Scrap Books, a number of Books and Toys, Miss Dawson; 200 “Bible Searching”
Almanacs, Mrs. E. F. Gedge: 1 Wool Ball, Miss Baker; a quantity of Toys and Books, Miss M. A.
Harris; 2 boxes Artificial Flowers, Mr. 8. Amery; 12 yards Flanne! and a few Cards, Miss Torr;
1 volume *The Animal World,” 2 Magazines, The Clapham and Stockwell Band of Mercy ; 8 tons
Coal, Mr. BR. K. Juniper.

Golportage Basociation,

Statement of Receipts from November 8th to December Tth, 1398.

£ a d. £ 8 4.

District Subseriptions:— Bourton-on-the-Water, per Mr, J.
Mauldon, per Pastor O. T. Gooding e 815 O Reynolds ... .. 10 0 0
Tewkesbury, per Mrs. Robinson we B 0 0 | Maldom, per Mr. A. G. 8add ... we T10 0
Kent and Sussex Baptist Association... 50 0 0 | Estover, per Mr. H. O. Serpell.., .. 10 0 0
Swaffham Prior, per Mr. R. J. Moffat 10 0 0 S a—
Estover, per Mr. H. O. Serpell ... w. 10 0 O £246 17 6

Aylesbury, per Messrs. Taylor and —

Gurney ... . 10 00 General Fund *— £ 8. d.
Axbridge, per Mr. C. Burcham :— ‘With a widow's prayers ... w 0 10
Mr. John Lawrence . 2 0 0 | Mr.T. H.Olney ... . w. B 0O
Mrs. Tanner e 2 0 0 | Mr. Charles Phillips 110
Mre. R. Clark ... w. 2 0 0 | Mr. A. Hagger ... s 010
Mr. Herbert Bobbett ... w. 1 0 0 | Mr. R.J.Masters... . 010 6
Mz, Sidney Hill .., .. 010 O Mr. T. Mallis w 010 ©
Mrs. Thompson ... . w 012 6 Mr. and Mrs. 8. Wigney... 110
Mr. SBamuel Pumphrey .. 010 0 | MissB8adler... 0 5 u
8. Brooks o 0 65 0 | Mr. Joseph Passmore ... 2 20
Mrs. Wilkdns ... . 05 0 Mr, Arthur Pearce . .. 010 0

Southern Baptist Association ... .. €0 0 0 Mr. H. Mears. proceeds of public
Ironbridge, per Mrs. G. Maw .. .. 10 0 0 meeting at Ealing . .. .. Y1 o6 2
,(Au'dlﬂ‘, per Mr. J. Cory. J.P. ... .. 11 6 0 | Mrs. M. E. Ranney 0 2 6
Thornbury, per Rev. A, O. Moore .. 19 0 0 | Mr. 8. P. Catterson 010 0
Hudleigh, per Rev. W. F. Durant ... 10 0 0 Mr. B. L. Greenwood ... 2 20
Wolverhampton, per Miss E. A. Tyler 11 6 O - Mr. Thos. Harris ... . o 5 00
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X _ £ s.d.
Coglec\?onGat‘§;}fut1:ag(lton, after Mission Mrs. Gardiner .g S‘Ai dd
e tion ot il 3 o e
Mr. Alderman Barber, .. .. . 030 g | SnomYmous, per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon 2 0 0
Mr. 8 R. Pearce ... «w 110 =
Per Pastor Thomas Spurgeon .. 210 © ﬁ) 8

s Spurgeon's Fund for Geweral Wee in the
Ford's ThHork,

Statement of Receipts from November 15th to December Gth, 1898.

Anonymous lf) 56 d6 For translati. of £sd
D wes .ee e A0NS Of SETMONS 21—
yéss M. E\;e!mt 0 53 0 | Mrs. Weldon 56560
Mr:aMnnnil;.g.'wn o (1\ P 18 0 0
. . 10 0
In memoriam, A. M. G. .. ... 100 £-18—-0—°
. b v ) .
Beulah Baptist Chapel, Bexhill-on- Sen.
Balance-sheet from May 14th, 1897, to November 14¢%, 1898.
RECEIPTS.
1897. . £ s d , FATMENTS: £ a4
May 14—Balance in hand 1,272 9 6 | Excavations, foundations, and con-
Contributions as per monthly crete walling ... 00
Lists in Sword and Trowel, Builder’s contracts for Beulah Baptist
July, 1897, to December, Chapel ... . ...3,68¢ 0 O
1898 ... .. s 2,879 9 6 | Architect's fees and expenses ... . 208 0 0
Memorial stone and inscription. &e.... 5 12 9
Balance carried forward to Manse
Fund .., o .. 104 6 3
£4,15119 0 £415119 0

Augited and approved, December 2nd, 1898,
‘WiLLran Higas, |
8. 8rueGeox, Treasurer. JosePH W. HARRALD,

Beulah Baptist Chapel Fanse, Bexhill-on- Sex.

Statement of Receipts from November 15th to Decemnber 6th, 1898,

s. d.

Balance brought forward (see Balance-
sbhect) e s ..104 6 8
Mis. Baker ... ... . o .. 10 0 0

£114 6 3

Special Notice.— Contyibutions ** For General Use in the Lord's Work,” for Foreign
Translations of C. H, Spurgeon's Sermons, and for Beulah Baptist Chapel MANSE Fund,
Bezhill-on-Sea, should be sent to.Mrs. CG. H. Spurgeon, ** Westwood,” Beulah Hill,
Upper Norwood, London, S.E. '

Dondations for the Pastors’ College, the Pastors® College Missionary Association, and ths
Metropolitan Tabernacle Colportage Association, should be addressed to the President, Pastor

" Thomas Spurgeon, cfo the Secretary, Pastors’ College, Temple Street, Southwark, London, 8. E.
" Al amounts for the Metropolitan Tabernacle Rebuilding Fund should be similarly
directed.

Contributions and gifts in kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Homes should be addressed to
the President, Pastor J. A. Spuryeon, cjo the Secretary, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham
Road, London, S. W.

Chegques and money orders should be crossed, and made payable to the President of the
Institution for which the donation is intended. Donors are earnestly requested to send their
Sull narmes and addresses with their gifts, and to write to the President if they do not receive
an ackiowledgment within a week.
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AN ADDRESS TO THE MISSIONARIES OF THE LONDON CITY MISSION, AT THE
DEVOTIONAL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY MORNING, JANUARY lsT, 1861.
BY C. H. SPURGEON.

FORWARDED BY T. W. MEDHURST, CARDIFF,

(Concluded from page 8.)

IIT.

Z|OW I purpose to spend a few minutes in marking

[l THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE HINDRANCES AND DRAWBACKS
| To YOUR EARNESTNESS.

One of the first of these is Aadit. ¢ Habit?” say
you, ‘“can holy and religious habits ever become
antagonistic to zeal?” Yes; my experience teaches me so. I
frequently catch myself, when reading the Scriptures for my
own private devotion, looking at the verses to see what sort
of texts they will make; and I must confess that, when in
Private prayer, pleading my own case before God, I feel a very
strong influence which would carry me off at a tangent to pray as a
Minigter rather than as a man. One of the sternest difficulties of my
Christian experience is to keep my own vineyard watered while I am
busy watering the vineyards of others. Do you remember how you
felt when you first went out as a youug missionary ? Was there not
something specially solemn about your first round of visits ? I should
not wonder but that you rose very early that morning to have more
time than usual for prayer. Perhaps you did not succeed to your own
satisfaction, the first time ; do you recollect that hallowed uneasiness
which you felt, that sacred anxiety within, because you could not
4
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succeed as you wished to do? Brothers, do you feel that now 2 If not,
why do you not? There is certainly as good ground for it as ever
there was. The fact is, that good habit has helped to strangle the
other good things, and you will have continually to struggle against
this influence, or else you will become like the blind horse going round
and round in the mill ; and may God deliver you from that! I would
go to the next sermon that I shall preach with as holy a trembling, with
as entire a dependence upon the help of the Holy Spirit, as I did when,
as a lad of sixteen, I stood up to address an assembly. But it is
difficult always to feel like that; one begins to think, “I have
preached so many times, I shall not break down now.” Perhaps such
thoughts may not really cross your mind, or, if they do, they fly over
so swiftly that you do not perceive them, yet they leave their im-
pression, Unless we look very carefully to ourselves, we may come to
perform every religious duty as an automaton might, or like a machine
that is wound up, or like the toys which ourchildren have, which only
need a certain quantity of sand at the top, and they run on until they
run down. Now, above all things, we must struggle and strive
against this spirit. 1 hate ministerialism, yet I often find it creeping
upon me. One gets inside a pulpit, and begins to feel that he is not
as other men are; but I like, if I can, to preach as a sinner to sinners ;
as one saved by grace to tell the love which Christ had towards me,
the chief of sinners, and ‘‘ less than the least of all saints.” I do not
doubt that, as soon as you get out your little book to take with you,
you feel like a missionary, and not simply like a sinner saved by
grace. But, I pray you, do not feel like a missionary; feel like a
sinner who has been washed in the precious blood of Jesus. You
will never do good if you go to your work ¢z officio, you must go to it
ex animo ; not because of your office, but because of your soul being in
it, because your heart yearns toward sinners, because you must have
them saved. Strive not against any habits that are good; but
against that evil tendency which, somehow or other, Satan, who is
exceedingly crafty, manages to cast over our very best habits.

Some of you have, perhaps, to contend with another great damper
to your zead, namely, being yoked with cold-hearted persons in your labowr.
I can conceive that it must be a very heavy drawback to a city
missionary to have for his District Superintendent a person who does
not go forward with him heartily in the work of Jesus Christ. Let
us not suppose that there are many such, but there may be some. If,
when you think there is an opening for a Ragged-school, or when you
feel that some other agency might be undertaken with the greatest
possible hope of success, cold water be at once thrown upon your
proposal, you cannot help feeling in your heart an exceeding heaviness,
and you go to your knees before God, wishing that you could meet
with someone who would run as swiftly as you want to run, and help
you as you desire to be helped. I am afraid that I am myself
sometimes guilty in this respect. I have great pleasure in having
associated with me one or two excellent missionaries. If I do mnot
always give them so cordial a shake of the hand, or quite so sweet a
smile, as they might wish, they know that it is only through forgetful-
ness, and not from any want of sympathy with them in their work.
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If I had an assembly of ministers here who were the Superintendents,
I would sey to them, * Always give the missionary a kind word ; and
if you cannot go with him in all his plans, yet, at any rate, go with
him as far as ever you can.”

You have, too, in your district, no doubt, to come into contact with
queer Christian people who do not appreciate you and your work. They think
that your office is an innovation ; or, if they have not that foolish notion,
they look upon you as an intruder into their preserves. Now, my
dear brethrem, you are not children, you are mot mere boys, to be
checked and hindered by any folk of that sort. You do not expect to
serve Christ earnestly, without meeting with rebuffs, do you? If you
do, you will be bitterly mistaken. Let me assure you that, in the
Church of Christ, any man who is more earnest than his fellows will
at the first meet with greater opposition from professing Christians
than from worldlings. Let him, however, but persevere; let him
bear that holy trial and ordeal which God has ordained in order that
he may be qualified to take his place among the heroes of the
Christian Church; and then true Christians will be his best friends.
So will you find it, my brethren; if there are any Christians who
chide you, and seek to hold you back, if you do but persevere, these very
men will be your chief helpers. You have but to overcome their
timidity, or their caution, or their prudence; you cannot do this by
despising them, or by ridiculing them; but only by stern, sacred
perseverance. You shall thus lead even the most timid of the Lord's
soldiers to feel that, where some can march to victory, they must dare
to follow, that the blessing of God may be enjoyed by them as it is
by you. 'Wae wish for you the heartiest co-operation of all ministers
of Christ; and I pray that all of us who are called to be District
Superintendents may have your most earnest prayers, that we may be
your helpers and not your hinderers in the work.

No doubt there is one other thing which more than any that I have
mentioned will tend to quench your zeal, and that is, an apparent want
of success. You have set your mind, perhaps, on the conversion of
such-and-such a person; his case is specially laid on your heart.
You do all that is within your power, yet the man appears to become
more hardened than he was before. There is a lane or alley into
which you desire to throw a little gospel light ; but it seems as if the
people are determined that you shall not come inta their houses, for
they shut the door in your face. You invent a great many plans to
get in; you put a tract under the door, or through the window; yet
you cannot gain admittance. I have heard of one brother who went
from door to door, and shouted a gospel text through the key-hole;
that was not at all a bad thing to do. Perhaps you have done it, yet
all your efforts appear to be in vain; like waves that dash upon a
rock, they are broken into spray, and so return to you. Let me again
remind you that I am not speaking merely to men, but to Christian
men ; and shall you and I ever be discouraged, and give up our work,
because we see no immediate success? We will be troubled if we do
not see it, but we will not be discouraged. My brethren, how long
d_id Jesus Christ woo us before He won our hearts? How many
times, in the ministry of the Word, did He knock at the door of our
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heart before it was opened? And when it was opened for Him to
come in, what was it but His own almighty grace that forced an
entrance into that heart which was close shut up, like J ericho,
against Him? If then, we have tried the patience of the King of
kings, if we have grieved the Holy Spirit, it 1s a very simple matter
that our patience should be tried, and that we should be grieved.
Let us also remember that, the longer we are seeking to win a soul, the
more precious it will be to us when at last we obtain it. The more
we shall have to tug and toil to get this diamond out of the mine, the
more brilliantly shall it shine in our crown when Christ the J udge shall
come and honour His people with Himself. Therefore let not any of
these things put us back; but, rather, whenever we meet with pecu-
liar difficulty, let us hear the voice of God saying to us, *“ Here is a case,
Christian labourer, for redoubled zeal. Here 1s a high mountain, and
there is need that thou shouldst be the more persevering in climb-
ing it.” Is there a river in thy way? Then thou must with lusty
arms stem the forceful current. The more difficulties we meet with,
the more need is there that we should put the whole of our manhood
into the work. Instead of obstacles being arguments against earnest-
ness, they should be the very sternest pleas for earnestness. I have
now preached the gospel for seven years in London ; and I was com-
pelled to say, the other Sunday, that I was something like Jacob, who
served seven years for Rachel, but obtained Leah instead. I meant,
that there were some of my congregation who I had hoped would be
saved, I had always looked upon them as being seals to my ministry
by-and-by; but, after seven years of earnest emtreaty, they are still
unsaved, though the Lord has given me many others in the place of
them. It may be so with you, my brethren; just where you thought
your instrumentality would not fail, it will be least successful; and,
probably, the man whom you gave up as hopeless, will be the very
person who shall fulfil the desire of your heart, and cause you to
believe yet more fully in the power of the gospel, seeing that it was
able to save such an one as he was. Be not discouraged, then, by an
apparent want of success, but still maintain your earnestness and zeal
at white heat.

IV. Ifear lest I should weary you, and therefore I will close by
giving you SOME ENCOURAGEMENTS TO YOUR ZEAL. There are many
reasons why our zeal and earnestness should become more intense than
ever they were. I need scarcely mention them, except to recapitulate
what you already know, and thus to stir up your pure minds by way
of remembrance.

Brothren, we must be earnest, bccause we are oursslves so greatly in
debt to the rick, free, and sovereign grace of God. Let us recollect, this
morning, that first hour when our sins were forgiven ; it is atill fresh
and vivid upon at least some of our memories, I hope it is upon all.
We remember when the burden fell from off our backs, when we saw
the wounds of Christ, and knew ourselves to be His. Oh, that blessed
morning !—that blessed morning! What earnest preachers we should
have made if we could have been put into a pulpit there and then!
What house-to-house visitors we should have been if we could have been
sent at that very moment to go and tell to all the families around
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what Christ had done for us! Yet then, brethren, we were only in
debt to Christ for one item; but now the list is so long that we cannot
measure it, and do we love Him less now than we did then? When
He had forgiven all our iniquities, we loved Him ; and now that He
has been pleased also to heal all our diseases, to redeem our life from
destruction, and to crown us with lovingkindness and tender mercies,
and to satisfy our mouth with good things, so that our youth is
renewed like the eagle’s, shall we love Him less? God forbid! Yet
I question, brethren, whether any of us do go to our work now as we
should have done on the day of our conversion. Come, now, recall
the place where you once were; think of the horrible pit and the miry
clay whence you have been brought up. Think also of where you now
are; put your foot firmly down upon the Rock of ages, and rejoice
that you are safe in Christ. Look at your covering now; you are
arrayed in His righteousness. Look at your sustentation now ; you
are fed with the Bread from Heaven, and are made to drink, spiritually,
of the blood of Christ. Think of your end, and of all that has been
provided for you in the mansions of the blessed, in the land of the
hereafter. And will not these things make you feel that you are
immeasurably in debt to Christ, that you are debtors to Him over head
and ears? Ob, what do we not owe Thee, Thou precious Christ of
God? If we could give our bodies to be burned, if this flesh could be
torn piecemeal from our bones, and be eaten of dogs, it would be but
a small sacrifice to offer to Thee. Could we even give up Heaven for
Thee; could we be kept out of glory for ages to preach, and teach, and
suffer for Thee, we might well be content, and think it two Heavens
to lose Heaven for a while if we might but the better show our love
for Thee. If there be a man among you who is not in debt to Christ,
this plea can have no power with him. It you are not washed in the
blood of Christ, if you are hoping to be saved by your own merits, or
your own strength, you have no call to be in earnest, there is no need
that you should give your hearty service to Jesus Christ; but I feel
persuaded that there is not such a man amongst you ; therefore, spend
and be spent each one of you in your whole-hearted service for your
Redeemer; and the Lord Jehovah will accept your sacrifice through
Jesus Christ, the great High Priest!

As a further reason for earnestness, let me say, brethren, except we
are in earnest, our souls can never be in sympathy with the soul of our Lord
Jesus Christ. 1 see Him now, standing on the brow of the hill, and
looking down upon the doomed city of Jerusalem. He sees the gilded
roof of the Temple, and the thickly-peopled streets; He foresees the
total destruction of that city,  beautiful for situation, the joy of the
whole earth ;" in vision, He beholds her streets crimsoned with gore,
and her Tomple already in flames ; and what does He say? Does He
stand there, callous and dry-eyed, feeling that all this is predestinated,
end must come to pass? No; Christ knew the awful destiny of
Jerusalem, and therefore He wept over it. From His eyes the scalding
forrents ran adown His cheeks, they cut furrows for themselves; but
His very soul burst out in the passionate lament, “0O J erusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are
sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children
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together, even as & hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.”
Now, if your heart does mnot feel like that, it is not in harmony
with the heart of Jesus OChrist. There must be the same
weepings, the same longings, the same yearnings, or else we
have not had fellowship with Christ in the great end and aim of
His incarnation,—the salvation of the souls of men. Tell me
not of your communings in your closets, tell me not of your raptures
and your ecstasies, when your soul has been like the chariots: of
Ammi-nadib ; these things are blessed if they are coupled with the
other ; but unless you have fellowship with Christ in labour, fellowship
with Him in perseverance, fellowship with Him in suffering, I care
not for your ecstasies or your reveries, they are hollow and deceitful
things. If you have dwelt with Christ, and worked with Christ, then
I do not marvel that, sometimes, you feast with Christ when He
feedeth among the lilies, and that, in choice moments, you can say,
‘ His left hand is under my head, and His right hand doth embrage
me.” Oh, let the crucified One stand before each one of us this
morning ! I think I see Him, as He looks at me, and says, “ I gave
My blood to save sinners; wilt thou not give thy life, too?’’ And if
I feel faint and weary, methinks He puts His hand upon me, and He
says, ‘ Son of man, I have set thee to speak unto this multitude, for
I have much people in this city; be strong, and fear not; by My
wounds, I charge thee, be thou faithful unto death.” By the wounds
of Jesus, I charge you, brethren, by His agony and bloody sweat, by
His cross and passion, by His precious death and burial, by His
glorious resurrection and ascension, in His Name I charge you, be ye
faithful unto death, and ye shall inherit the crown of life.

‘What other reasons do I need to give? I must draw to a close, but
ere I do so, I must give just this one. ¢ Fellow-labourers for Christ,
we ought to be earnest when we think of our noble comrades. It is often
useful to us to read some good biography. When I read the Journal
of Wesley, or the Life of George Whitefield, I always find there is an
influence attending the reading, only second to reading the Seriptures
themselves; they are not so Divine, but yet they are, to a less degree,
very invigorating to my spirit. Think of some who were once in your
own ranks, whom God has greatly blessed and rendered highly
honourable. The City Mission does not lack its heroes. I take it
that, when the Church above sings of the noble army of martyrs, and
the goodly fellowship of the apostles, there must be put into her song
a note of praise for that glorious company of city missionaries who
have ascended to God, and who now adore Him before the throne.
I do think that you, with your toils, sometimes with your poverty,—
but ye are rich,—with your various rebuffs and persevering labours
for souls, with your midnight watchings, with your frequent trials,
are worthy to stand in the very front rank of the army of Christ.
You think not so of yourselves; you are willing to be the servants of
servants, that you may thus be honoured and blessed by your Master.
I charge you, by the names of those saints of God who have suffered
in the holy cause of Jesus Christ, by all the men and women who, in
devotedness, have given up their whole substance and their time to



EARNESTNESS | 55

Christ, be ye worthy of this glorious cause, Runners in the Heavenly
race, open your eyes; and look at the glorious assembly that surrounds
you; see ye not the great cloud of witnesses? If ever ye were men,
‘play the man’’ before such spectators. 'When such spirits look on,
will you not lay aside every weight, and run with endurance the race
that is set before you, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of
your faith? If, at the old Olympic and Isthmian games, men thought
they must strain every nerve and muscle because Greece looked on,
what shall we say to you, when the world looks on, and the Church

. looks on, and hell looks on, and Heaven looks on? By all these, the
spectators of your warfare, fight bravely, and win the crown, through
the grace of your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

That crown is the last argument for zeal and earnestness. I could
not help weeping while we sang, just now, that hymn about our
glorious appearance before God. There may be some missionaries
here to-day to whom a message which I gave last night to my own
congregation may be applicable :—** They did eat of the fruit of the
land of Canaan that year.” It may probably be said, concerning
some of you, “This year ye shalt eat of the fruit of the land of
Canaan.” There are some among us here this morning who, in all
probability, will not be here this day twelvemonths; I think we
might contend which of us it should be to go first. It were a sweet
boon, a blessed benison of Heaven, to be allowed to take the reward
so soon. It will be so with some of us. Do not trouble yourselves so
much about that sickness in your family; you will not have to see
that sickness many months, for you will be where the inhabitants are
no more sick. Be not desponding, because you have not seen all the
fruit of your labours that you could wish; your Master may say to
you, this year, *“ Well done, good and faithful servant.”

“The way may be rough, but it cannot be long ;
So smooth it with hope, and cheer it with song.”

Some of you, too, my brethren, are fathers in Christ; you are
veterans in this army. Well you, perhaps, may hope that the conflict
shall be the sooner ended. God cheer you at the last, yea, and cheer
you now, by that splendid prospect of eternal bliss which lies before
the servant of Christ! Is it true, can it be possible, that I shall be
near and like my God ? Shall this head ever wear a crown? Shall I
ever be fellow with the angels, and co-worshipper with cherubim
and seraphim ? Jesus, Master, shall I see Thee face to face, and lie
emparadised in Thy bosom ? Then God forbid that I should ever
think of these light afflictions, which are but for a moment! Save me,
Lord, from ever degrading my spirit by being bowed by these tempor-
ary trials, these momentary difficulties, when an eternal Heaven, and
a bliss unspeakable are my reward. Come, brethren, it is but a narrow
stream which rolls before you; then ford it, for Canaan lies beyond.
Think not that you have many difficulties; when you set them side by
side with what you are to win, they are not worth calling difficulties.
‘What are the battle and the fighting when we think of the splendour
of the victory? For, when we shall ride with Christ, triumphant,
through the streets of Heaven, we shall forget the scars of battle, and



56 MR3. C. H. SPURGEON’S WORK-ROOM.

the garments rolled in blood; and I think then, instead of wishing
that we had had fewer trials and fewer difficulties, we shall, if it were
lawful, even wish that we had lived a more arduous life of toil, that
we had suffered more, that we might be the more glorified with
Christ. We are really glorified with Him when we are called to stand
side by side and foot to foot with Him, and to have fellowship with
Him in His labours and His sufferings.

The blessing of the Lord God, the God of Israel, rest on you, my
brethren! The Lord anoint you this day with fresh oil! You
remind me of the gathering of the apostles on the day of Pentecost.
Come, Thou mighty rushing Wind, and fill this house! Ye cloven
tongues of fire, descend and rest upon us! With that tongue of fire,
and that Divine breath of life in us, may you and I, and each of us,
go out this day and all our days to labour for Christ, plucking sinners
out of the midst of the fire, and so honouring the Name of Him whose
love is our joy, whose presence is our comfort, and whose breast shall
be our Heaven! God bless you, for Jesus Christ's sake! Amen.

Srs, @. B. Spurgeon’s Tork-room,

I HAYVE heard from one of our country pastors of a very interesting

case of conversion, in which the Lord —as He has so often done
before,—made use of dear Mr. Spurgeon’s Sermouns. A gentleman
from Cornwall took lodgings in a Devonshire village, hoping to
succeed in that pathetic quest after health which entices so many
sufferers from their home. He had been brought up in the Church
of Englend, and had lived mostly with a fox-hunting clergyman, who
was more fond of pleasure than of preaching; consequently, the Bible
was cast aside, and all faith in religion or its professed exponents
was given up, if indeed it had ever existed. He lodged at the house
of a member of the Baptist church in the village, and, whenever the
pastor called, flatly refused to see him,

One day, however, some two years after his arrival in the place, the
visitor was permitted to enter. He saw a sorry sight. The poor man
was wasted to a mere skeleton, yet he sat there surrounded by sporting
papers, and all his talk was about horses, races, etc. The pastor saw
1t would be unwise to say anything then about the Master; and, after a
few minutes' chat, took his leave, promising to call again. He had
made a favourable impression, however, for the man said, “ Well, I
wish I had let Mr. B come in before; he understands all about
horses, but if he had talked religion to me, he should never have come
in again.” A second visit proved as unfruitful as the first, except that
it produced an invitation to dinner some day. This was in due time
accepted, and while at the table the gentleman said, ‘* Let me see, Mr.
B , you belong to the Baptists, and they are an offshoot of the
‘Wesleyans, are they not?” The pastor quickly took out his Bible,
and opening it at the third chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, asked him to
read the first six verses. This he did, and then said, * Dear me, what
a fool I have been all my life, not to have known better! Why, you
date right back to Christ!’’ From that night, the Lord began to
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work in his heart, and in a few weeks the betting and sporting papers
were given up, the Bible was brought out, and for the first time in
his life he read a Sermon. It was one of dear Mr. Spurgeon’s, and
he was soon asking for more; so a volume was lent to him, and he

erused it with deep interest and much profit. There was no talk
about horses now, but his delight was to speak of the loviegkindness
of the Lord, and read and mark those passages of the Sermons from
which he derived the greatest benefit. He lived for a little while, and
then peacefully passed away, rejoicing in Christ.

* * * *

Once again I must ask the forbearance of my friends in the matter
of the Annual Report of the Book Fund. At the present time, it
seems impossible for me to write it. The third volume of  The
Standard Life’’ is engrossing much of my time, and the hundred and
one responsibilities and services which are always clamouring for my
attention, do mnot lessen their petitions because of this extra claim
upon me.

So I thought I would just tell you of my difficulty, and trust you to
give me an extension of time without grudging. The Book Fund has,
by God’s blessing, emerged from its painful state of destitution, and
is now fairly on its way again to prosperity. The latter part of last
year, the Lord inclined so many hearts to help me that the collapse,
which might have been possible, was resolved into a very respectable
balance on the right side of the ledger! For this I am very thankful;
—it is always an anxzious time with me at ebb tide, though for four-
and-twenty years the waters of God’s goodness have returned in their
due season, and covered all my needs. Oh, for a more quiet, restful
faith,—that ‘¢ perfect peace” which ought to be the possession of all
those whose minds are stayed on God !

I have glad news for everyoue interested in the translation of the
precious Sermons. The Esthonian copies are printed, and published,
and paid for! I am hoping to give the details in next month’s
Magazine; but, meanwhile, will dear readers praise and pray ¢ The

censor is vanquished by the power of Him who hears and answers
prayer.
* * * *

I read somewhere, the other day, that ‘* friends could not grow cold
towards us, unless the dear Lord, for some wise purpose, permitted
them to do so.”” This seed-thought dropped into ground prepared for
it, and has taken deep root in my heart, to my great comfort and joy.
It is a sorrowful experience to watch the gradual alienation of those
whose affection we had believed in and rested on, confident that it was
very tender and true. At first, we are like persons rudely awakened
from a deep sleep ; we are bewildered and astonished, unable to grasp
the meaning of our strange position. Then, as the fact forces itself upon
our growing consciousness, comes the pain, the grief, the bitterness of
finding that, having leaned upon a broken reed, it has pierced the
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hand which trusted it! It may be, we have not the slightest clue to
the reason of our friends’ change towards us; we have not intentionally
grieved or offended them ; yet, when we meet, a shadow has fallen,
there is an absencc of the loving freedom which characterized our
past converse, and an impalpable sometking has come between us which
intercepts the sweet warm glow of friendship, once so dear and
cheering to our hearts. Perhaps we ought to ask the question kindly,
‘ What is amiss, my friend?” DBut the * something " freezes our lips
as well as our love, and we subside into a silence which deepens and
increases as the years roll on, and which may never again be broken
by the voice of real affection.

You say, “ But can such a trial as this be indeed the Lord’s will
for us?” Truly, it can; and the starting-point of this paragraph
leads definitely to such a conclusion. What then? Well, the only
safe and happy way is to put aside all fretting and worrying, and
“take it to the Lord in prayer,” and then leave the matter in His
hands, assured that He will, in His own time, either set it right, or
show us why He does not do so. It all depends on what 45 best for us.
Perhaps He saw that we were leaning more on our friends than on
Himself; and, since ‘“ He is a jealous God,” He proves His love for
us in not allowing our heart to stray from Him to any earthly source
of strength and comfort. I went through some such painful ex-
perience, a very short time after my beloved was taken from me.
Many friends gathered round me when I came home, stricken and
desolate; they seemed to sympathize, and I thought they would be
my loving helpers for life,—for Ais sake, if not for my own. But one
by one they grew cold and distant, (thank God, there were some
gracious exceptions,) I saw them rarvely and more rarely, and I had
then and there to learn the lesson of absolufz dependence upon God.
I am not sure that it is perfectly learned even yet; but He has been,
oh! so gentle and patient with me, and I do know more of His tender
lovingkindness than I did before, and am enabled to rest more
practically and continuously on that precious promise with which
Moses encouraged Joshua, “ He will be with thee, He will not fas?
thee.”

Mr. Andrew Murray has some choice words on this subject, and I
introduce a few of them here, hoping they may prove God's own
message to some troubled souls, turning their mourning into music,
and their tears into the diamonds of patience and praise. ¢ There is
almost nothing,’”” he says, ‘‘harder to bear than injustice from our
fellow-men. It is not only the loss or pain, there is the feeling of
humiliation and unfairness; and the consciousness of our rights
asgerts itself. In what our fellow-creatures do to us, it is not easy at
once to perceive the will of God, who thus allows us to be tried, to see
if we have truly taken Christ as our Example. Christian ! would you
have strength to suffer wrong in the spirit in which Christ suffered it ?
Then accustom yourself, in everything that happens, to recognize the hand
and will of God. This lesson is of more consequence than you think.
Whether it be some great wrong that is done you, or some little
offence that you meet with in daily life, before you fix your thoughts
on the person who did it, be still and remember,— God allows me to
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come into this trouble to see if I shall glotify Him in ¢t. This trial, be it
the greatest or least, is allowed by God, and is His will concerning
me. Let me first see and submit to God’s will in it; then, in the rest
of soul which this gives, I shall receive wisdom to know how to
behave in it. 'With the eye turned from man to God, suffering wrong
is not s0 hard as it seems.” '

Heithgr Bead nor Bying.
By CHARLES . SPURGEON.

IMHE Text Union, we are very happy to say, has not ceased to exist,

as so many friends and correspondents appear to have imagined.
A word of explanation, however, will be acceptable to many readers of
The Sword and the Trowel who seem to have been looking for some in-
timation from us. Finding that a very large number of our members
procure the Almanack locally, and that a still larger number do not
seem sufficiently interested in the Text Union to spend an extra penny
in writing for a New Year’s Almanack, we have judged that it would
be a sinful waste of the Lord’s money to spend it merely upon printing
and postage. Out of a membership of close upon 20,000, we discover
that, upon an average, only one in every ten communicates with us,
and that an even smaller number render financial aid to the work,
so that the generous minority is finding funds for the postage,
envelopes, and circulars to be sent to the indifferent majority. This
is the reason why we have refrained from sending out the usual letter
and its accompaniments, and have chosen to leave it to those who are
really benefited by the Text Union to apply to us for Almanacks for
1899, and re-fills for their Culendar Cases. '

‘We rejoice to be able to record the fact that there are very many
hundreds who daily live upon the Text, and we are constantly in
receipt of letters testifying to the spiritual good which these sweet
portions bring to their hearts. We are by no means discouraged in
the work, for our reward has been far greater than we anticipated, in
the bright testimony borne by so many to the usefulness of the Text
Bond ; and as we are no believers in numbers being the criterion of
success, we prefer the Union to pass through this sifting process, so
that we may definitely know who are the dond fide members. Weventure
to suggest that, if all saw their way to secure the Text Calendar Cases
(1s., 9d., and 6d.,) which contain the Texts for twelve months printed
upon six cards,—only obtainable of Pastor C. Spurgeon, ‘ Haddon,”
Dartmouth Row, Blackheath, S.E.,—a means of constant communication
year by year would be maintained, and the fact of re-fills being needed,
and applied for, would constitute a renewal of membership.

Commending our beloved Text Union to the blessing of God, and
the increased interest of our members, we wish all the best prosperity
throughout the New Year.
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BY THOMAS SPURGEON.
CoxcERNING THE NEw TABERNACLE.

N the 19th of December last, the “ men members” of the Metro-
politan Tabernacle Baptist Church met to receive the second
Report of the Rebuilding Committee. Mr. Ford, the untiring Secretary,
on behalf of the Committee, reported that the first stage had been
successfully arrived at,—the Lower Hall was virtually complete.
January 1 was announced as tlie opening day, and the praise note of
“ Ebenezer,” sounded by the Report, was echoed by all the hearers.
Then followed a description of the Hall, and a meed of well-deserved
praise to architects, builders, and surveyor. The news that was
perhaps most eagerly awaited was that concerning the contract for the
main building, Let me here quote several paragraphs :—

“ The specification of the work for tbe restoration of the main building
has been prepared with great care, and the Committee have spent much
time in conference with the architects over the details of the scheme.
Arrangements were made with seven large building firms to compete. The
tenders were returnable at the offices of the architects, Messrs. Searle and
Hayes, No. 66, Ludgate Hill, on Thursday last, at 11 a.m. These tenders
were opened in the presence of the respective representatives of the com-
peting firms and the Building Committee. The following is the order in
which the offers stand, commencing with the highest : —Messrs. Dove Bros.,
£36,399 ; G. H. & A. Bywaters & Sons, £36.190 ; Ashby & Horner,-£35,886 ;
Hall, Beddall & Co., £35,333 ; Foster & Dicksee, £35,000; Colls & Sons,
£34,490 ; and Higgs & Hill, Limited, £33,240.

“The Committee would have placed the contract with either of the firms
just mentioned, had the figures occurred in different rotation, having ample
evidence of their ability to carry out the work. At the same time, they
make no secret of the intense satisfaction they feel at the prospect of the
whole of the rebuilding being carried out under the personal supervision of
Mr. Wm. Higgs, whose devotion to the Church is only equalled by that of
his late respected father, who built the original Metropolitan Tabernaole.

“ Tt was anticipated that the cost would greatly exceed that of the first
building, as materials and labour have been advanced in price enormously
during the long interval that has intervened, and the present Building Acts
require more expensive methods of construction than was usual in the old
deys. The estimates, however, are higher than the Committee expected.
Since the receipt of the temnders, the specification has again been carefully
overhauled with a view to meking economies, and the Committee see their
way to expunge sundry items, which, although they would have been
useful additions, are not indispensable. With these alterations, the cost of
this portion of the work will be about £32,550, and it is proposed to com-
plete the contract with Messrs. Higes & Hill, Limited, forthwith.

“ It was the intention of the Committee to propose the purchase of the free-
hold cottages at the rear of the Tabernacle, and adjacent to Jubilee House, and
upon this site to erect a building. As, however, the estimates for the other work
are found to be so lurge, the Committee do not feel justified in making this
suggestion, but hold the malter in reserve until it 18 discovered whether the sup-
port that is received will warrant such an expenditure.®

“The cost of the whole scheme is estimated to be as follows :—Shoring
up walls after fire, clearing site, and surveyor’s commission on insurance,

* The italics are mine.—T. S,
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£558 4s. ; amounts allowed to Bocieties for loss of stock, &c., £102 10s. ;
estimated cost of Basement Hall, with temporary Vestries and fittings,
including heating, electric light, and certain other works forming part of
superstructure, and for new drains, £7,866 ; Contract for superstructare
(after certain deduclions), including lighting and heating, and architects’
charges, &e., £32,550; furniture and fittings, £3,500 ; total, £44,576 14s.

 After allowing for the amount received for insurance, and subscriptions
to date, there will still be required about £16,000, which is a Jarge sum to
raise, and will require a bold effort, prompted by the sanctified ingenuity of
a loving ‘people. That the Church will rise to this sacred occasion, the
Committee have no shadow of doubt. Having put their haud to the work,
they are not likely to heritate or look back. The Committee appeal with
confidence to the whole Church of Christ in Great Britain and in the lands
across the seas, The Metropolitan Tabernacle has been the spiritual home
of Christians of every denomination, and the loving influence of its glori-
fied founder has reached to every part of the civilized world. The hearts
of tens of thousands of God’s people beat in unison with the Tabernacle
Church, and they have but to hear of the need to send the help
asked for.”

This Report was unanimously adopted, and a resolution pledging
the Church to loving co-operation was prssed enthusiastically. It
ran thus :—*“ 'We, the male members of the Church, in special meeting
assembled, having learned that the task of restoring the burned
Tabernacle is heavier and more expensive than was anticipated, take
this opportunity of assuring the Pastors and Officers of our earnest
support in this emergency; and we promise to do all that we can, by
prayer and influence, to help in the attainment of this God-given
purpose.”” Was not that enough to strengthen a Building Committee’s
hands, and to cheer the hearts of all concerned ?

No tongue or pen can tell the great delight we know in returning
to what a praying brother calls ‘‘the dwar old House at Home.”
‘We have had right good times at the College and at the Orphanage,
but it is just delightful to be all together again. What sacred joy
filled every breast on January 1! There was no need to wish one
another “ A Happy New Year.” I do not remember ever seeing a
gladder throng,—unless, indeed, it was on the following Sunday, when
we felt, if possible, still more at home. Best of all, the Lord
graciously manifested Himself to His happy people.

Everybody seems delighted with the Hall. It really looks as if
there are to be no grumblers and fault finders at all. Fancy that!
I think that everyone sees that it was very difficult to effect striking
improvements, but that they have been accomplished, We find that
considerably over 2,000 people can be accommodated, and that thay
can all hear. The fears entertained by some, as to the acoustics, have
Eroved groundless. In this, we greatly rejoice, for ‘‘ faith cometh by

earing.”

And now the upper structure is to be proceeded with. . The building
is in good hands, and will proceed as quickly as possible. ‘ When
will it be opened ? ” dozens have asked me. Ah! that is more than
I can tell. It will be safest to allow eighteen months. Meanwhile,
we have to collect £16,000 ;—nay, £20,000, if pessible, for I, for one,
am very loth to relinquish what I judge to be a most desirable
addition at the rear, the more so as it is principally for the advantage
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of the dear little ones. It has already been declared that no debt can
be tolerated,—not even * the uttermost farthing.”

I have nc doubt that all we need will be forthcoming by the time
the structure is complete! The memory of my dear father is so fresh
and fragrant, the loyalty of the present members is so conspicuous,
and the sympathy of all classes is so unmistakable, that there is no
room to fear. At the same time, I do not fail to realize that the
gathering of it means sustained enthusiasm, hard work, and much
self-denmial. Maybe, the Lord will incline the hearts of some of the
wealthier of His stewards to help us liberally ; but the bulk will come
to us in comparatively small amounts. Ouxnly let all who have received
benefit through C. H. Spurgeon’s words and works send a token of
gratitude, and even the larger sum will be speedily reached. This I
earnestly ask each reader to do, forthwith.

It is more than a joy to us to have the practical sympathy of my
beloved mother. She speaks for herself on another page. Not
content with promising generous monetary aid, she consents to hold a
reception, so that friends may bring their gifts to her on the historic
spot, or post them to her at the Tabernacle. This is a splendid idea !
The Lord support her, and reward her! Those two hours, from 3 till
5, on Wednesday, February 8th, will be red-letter hours at Newing-
ton Butts ; and even when ¢ the elect lady” has had to retire from
the scene, we hope to prolong the joy, for the Pastors and their wives
will continue the reception till 9 o’clock.

It will be seen, from the accompanying plan, that the interior of
the new Tabernacle will be very similar to that of the hallowed edifice
which wehavelcst. This is well. It will, however, be more compact ;
the length being somewhat lessened. A story has reached me, of a
dear old saint in the country, who declares that the ‘‘restaurant’ is
to be brought further out. This is true of the rostrum, to which, I
presume, he referred. Let us hope that it will prove a restaurant,
whence gospel viands will be freely dispensed for the refreshment
of the Lord’s weary inheritance.

It only remains to be said that the spiritual and material interests
of the Church itself are being graciously maintained during this
season of stress. The Lord is manifestly with us, and we believe that
we shall yet see greater things.

Thus have Ilaid the case before our friends. My daily prayer is
that the silver and the gold may flow in. They areflowing steadily from
all parts of the earth,—from missionaries and native converts; from
ministers and members of all denominations, including not a few
Anglicans; from aged folk, for ‘“auld lang syne,” and from little
children because of what their fathers have told them of the days of
yore; from the well-to-do in good-sized cheques, and from the very
poor, as witness a gift of £3 2s. 8d. from the flower-girls of London!
I can only pray, ¢ Lord, touch the hearts of thousands more to help us
rear a second Tabernacle to the glory of Thy Name, and in loving
memory of the mighty man of God who passed to his reward seven
years agone!” Let every reader say, ¢ Amen!”
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with the Wesleyans ; but conversations and discussions, which
naturally arose whenever infants were sprinkled in the Wesleyan
Chapel, changed the feelings of his former friends towards him, and
he took that fact as evidence that the Liord would have him cast in
his lot with the Baptists, which he did by joining the church under
the pastoral care of Mr. Osborne. :

After having preached in and around Southampton for several
years, the Lord put within his heart the desire to enter the ministry.
For some time, he hesitated, because Baptist ministers had to preach
three times each week to the same people; and he half wished, when
he felt it his duty to give himself up to the work of preaching, that
he hed remained among the Wesleyans, as their ministers were not
called upon to make so many sermons ! But God silenced that fear by
reminding him that what He called a man to do He would enable
him to do. There were further obstacles, in the matter of giving up
business to enter College, and in other ways; but God removed them
all one by one. An application for admission to the Pastors’ College
soon brought a kind and loving invitation from Mr. Spurgeon, and
our brother began his student career in August, 1879.

At the close of his three years’ course in College, Mr. Soper settled
at Hatherleigh, in North Devon, where he spent four-and-a-half years
of very happy pastoral life. His acquaintance with Mr. Spurgeon,
gained through being one of his students, convinced him that there
was no truer, kinder, braver man on earth, and no more faithful
servant of Gtod, than the peerless President. Mr. Soper is always
glad to avow his undying love for the very name of Mr. Spurgeon.
When he refused to join the Baptist Union, because of the ‘“ Down-
gradeism ” tolerated in it, that refusal was not simply because
Mr. Spurgeon had left the Union; but such wes his confidence in
his loved leader, that, if it had been a matter of following Mr.
Spurgeon, he would have felt quite safe in doing it. As Pastor A. G.
Brown once said, so says Pastor W. T. Soper, “I vote C. H.
Spurgeon for ever.”

At Hatherleigh, our friend found a second Baptist Church, which
had met in another building in the same little town for years, having
been formed through some personal querrel, and not through any
doctrinal difference. Before leaving the place, he had the joy of
seeing the split closed up, and most of the members back in the old
church. There were interesting mission -chapels connected with the
Hatherleigh cause ;—one at Inwardleigh, supported by staunch
Nonconformist farmers, who would not go to church because their
tithes did, or to please the parson. There was another mission station
at Sheepwash, five miles from Hatherleigh. As there was no
baptistery in the Sheepwash Chapel, the brave Baptists there borrowed
a carpenter’s shop for the use of the male candidates, and his house
for the females, and had their baptisms in the open river. The
service was always the occasion of a great public gathering ; some-
times, as many as a thousand people would assemble. Some spoke of
the service as “ Sheep-dipping at Sheepwash,” and they were thanked
for the compliment, because dipping is the true meaning of the word

")
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baptizing, and Baptists see that it is Scriptural to baptize only those
who are the Lord’s sheep. A happy memory of our brother’s work at
Hatherleigh is that some of the converts during his ministry there
form to-day part of the very backbone of that church.

Twelve years ago, Mr. Soper received a unanimous invitation to the
pastorate of the Baptist Church, John Street, Stroud, in which town
he still labours, though not in connection with the same church. The
written call from Stroud seemed to indicate that the members wanted
a minister who would faithfully preach the gospel, and live and labour
for the glory of God in the salvation of souls; but he had not been
long in his new charge before he discovered that there were certain
practices, approved by others, with which he could not think it right
for him to be identified. At a Band of Hope meeting, a number of
young men and women acted, in very theatrical fashion, & piece called
‘“The Old Maids’ Working Meeting.” At the next meeting of the
Sunday-school teachers, who were responsible for the conduct of
the Band of Hope, the pastor protested against the acting, but a
majority of the teachers voted in favour of it, The ‘ quarterly open
meetings "’ of the ““ Young Men’s Mutual ”’ were also a cause of grief
to Mr. Soper, because unconverted people were called in to play
instruments, and to take other parts in the programme, while
professing Christians sang comic songs, after the pastor had opened the
meeting with prayer! His protests only aroused opposition on the
part of some in the church, and a greater determination to carry on
the worldly entertainments. He therefore laid the whole matter
before Mr. Spurgeon, who was always such a kind and wise father to
hie men in their church troubles. In reply, the dear President
wrote :—* 1 agree with Mr. Brown that it is no business of the
Church of Christ to provide entertainments of any sort . . . Things
are going from bad to worse in most places, and we must put on the
brakes ;—but this is to be done wisely with a people who seem at this
time given over to the delusion that with such nonsense God is well
pleased . . . Be ready to do anything rather than become the patron
of music-hall and theatre religion.”

Towards the end of his seventh year, Mr. Soper called a special
church-meeting, but the members in favour of “The Devil’s Mission
of Amusement” (as Pastor A. G. Brown calls entertainments in the
Christian Church) hunted up their friends, and secured a majority of
some thirteen to vote for retaining the amusements. After this
vote was taken, the pastor said he regarded that result as a clear
indication that he should leave the church as soon as God opened the
way for him to remove, He preached for several churches “with a
view,” but found them given to the very things against which he had
protested. ]

Then the Lord impressed upon him that he should stand by his
protest in the town where he had made it, and not just fire a
few shots, and then run away. He was soon confirmed in his con-
viction that this impression was given to him by God, for eight friends
offered to join with him if he would come out and recommence his
ministry in Stroud, in a nice, disused Unitarian chapel, which could
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be rented. He came out, trusting in God; his like-minded wife
geconded him in the stand he had taken ; and some forty members of
the church, who also had grieved over the entertainments, came out
with him. Before he made his decision, he knew of only eight who
were willing to support their convictions by their conduct; the actual
coming out revealed that there were forty. Now, for five years, our
brother has been privileged to labour in the gospel with a people who
have no desire for the amusements of the unconverted; the Lord has
saved a goodly number of those who have attended the services; there
are ninety names on the church-roll; and although there is no
minister’s house, and rent has to be paid for the chapel, all the needs
of the work have been supplied.

Quite recently, a Congregational Church in Stroud had a bazaar to
raise funds for repairs and renovation of the chapel. The news-
paper report told of “ graceful waltzes, operatic music, entertainments
on a large scale, and a Breach of Promise case acted out in fine
pantomime fashion.” As all spiritually-minded Christians know,
there is a sad need, all over the land, for emphasizing the Scriptural
distinction between the church and the world. What has happened
in Stroud is omnly one illustration of a wide-spread evil; and, in
seeking to battle against it, Pastor W. T. Soper will be grateful for
the fervent prayers of all who read this account, and who desire the
power of the Spirit to attend the preaching of the Word, and all
efforts to carry on the Lord’s own work in the Lord’s own way.—J.W.H.

@. . Spurgeon's most Striking Sermons,
XIOI.—By J. KEITH-MACINTYRE, ROSALIE, QUEENSLAXD.

HEARD Mr. Spurgeon preach once, and once only ; and that once
has ever proved one of my most pleasant and most cherished
memories. It was in the City Hall, Glasgow, some thirty-eight years
ago. Not a few of my countrymen had been led to believe that his
utterances were ‘‘ uncanny ”’, and that he might turn out to be nothing
more than an eccentric, ephemeral, theological quack. Some of the
Glasgow ministers, when announcing from their pulpits that he would
preach in the City Hall on the following Lord’s-day, safeguarded the
intimation by saying they were unacquainted with him, but had read
sensational accounts of him in the London newspapers. One minister,
in speaking of Mr. Spurgeon’s advent, said, ‘‘ He enjoys the reputation
of being a young, rising preacher, who is making a great stir in
London. I know little or nothing about him, excepting that he is a
pronounced Calvinist; and, of course, that’s in his favour!” And
in Scotland so it was.

An immense crowd of people flocked to the City Hall to hear “ the
young phenomenon.” The crush at the doors was something extra-
ordinary ; but I succeeded in being the second person to get in.
There was a magnificent organ in the hall ; but, as Mr. Spurgeon had
peculiar views as to the orthodoxy of a “ kist o’ whistles ” leading the
musical department of a religious service, the big instrument had to
‘‘ haud its tongue.” This circumstance, of itself, favourably impressed
the audience ; for Scottish congregations in those days (whatever they
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may be now) were dead against musical instruments being used
in churches.

Mr. Spurgeon made his appearance on the platform, followed by a
precentor. Although he was some years my senior, I thought him a
very young man to preach before such a big audience. We a’
glowered at him; for he was certainly uncommon. His hair, like
a band, lay flat across his white, broad brow. His face was ver
white, unrelieved by a big, white tie (for he did not don the black tie
in those days). Putting down the big Bible which he had carried on
to the platform, he took up a psalm-book, and in a voice which
electrified .us by its sweet, musical, clarion-like ring, he exclaimed,
‘“Let us worship God, by singing to His praise the Hundredth
Psalm !”’ The precentor then, in old fashion, struck his tuning-fork
against his knee, ‘to catch the richt pitch.”” Mr. Spurgeon recited
the whole Psalm; and his recital was one of the finest displays of
elocution to which I have ever listened, especially his rendering of the
third verse,—

‘O enter, then, His gates with praise,
Approach, with joy, His courts unto :
Praise, laud, and bless His Name always,
For it is seemly so to do!”

His reading of the Psalm accentuated its beauties, and afforded a.
striking illustration that the Word of God—in prose or verse—can be
set off with grander effect than even the sublimest passages of
Shakespeare. His recital of the Psalm familiarized him to his
audiénce at once. But Mr. Spurgeon had something better than
magnificent elocutionary power. He was blessed with a holy
magnetism which pervaded the vast audience, and which made us
feel that he was a young ‘“man sent from God.” The precentor,
standing beside the preacher, again sounded his tuning-fork, where-
upon the immense audience rolled out the Old Hundredth in a manner
that I shall never forget. Gang tae Scotland, if ye want tae hear
Auld Hunder’ sung in * orthodoax " fashion! Mr. Spurgeon joined
with all his heart and voice in the singing, but was so moved, during
the volume of praise that ascended to the Christian’s God, that several
times he paused, the tears streaming down his face the while. Then,
when he read the chapter, we felt that a man of God was reading the
‘Word of God.

The close of his opening prayer, however, sounded somewhat novel,
for he finished with the words, ‘‘ And now the prayer of Spurgeon,
the son of Spurgeon, is ended!” But such-like peculiarities largely
disappeared with the early days of his ministry.

His text—as he then worded it—was: ‘ This is the grace of God,
wherein we stand.” He made four divisions, devoting about fifteen
minutes to each, His voice and words fell like an inspiration upon
the congregation. Had an angel from Heaven been addressing us,
we could not have listened more attentively. But I think that “the
old, old story,” told by a ransomed soul, in the power of the splrlt, 18
even more sweet than if sung by an unfallen angel. There is such a
thing as the youthfulness of holiness. Does it not come o'er us like
a breeze from I’aradise during seasons of special blessing? We
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realized the rejuvenating presence of the power from above. We
were young again, whatever our years; for a wave of happiness came
upon us. What Mr. Spurgeon said, many years afterwards, in
relation to the simple utterances of George Miiller, of Bristol, when at
Mentone with him, fittingly describes the feeling which we had
towards himself, viz., ‘* Behind his words was a man ; and behind the
man was God !

Tyndall gave us the inestimable treasure of a Bible in simple English.
Spurgeon interpreted the English Bible in simple English. The common
people ‘“understanded” him. Striking and epigrammatic were his
utterances on that occasion. Omne of them was, * You might as well
endeavour to go to America on a piece of grey paper as try to go to
Heaven by your own works.” He delighted to magnify the free,
sovereign, unmerited grace of God: ‘the grace wherein he stood.”
Looking back upon that hallowed day of awld lang syne, his Sermon,
instead of appearing like a shadowy thing, is as fresh as if it had been
uttered yesterday. He realized that he had 2 message, that the message
was from God; and he spoke as an oracle of God. That one Sermon
endeared him to the folk o’ Glesca. Shortly subsequent, it was
difficult to find buildings large enough to accommodate the multitudes
that flocked to hear Spurgeoun’s students, especially T. W. Medhurst.

I may here parenthetically remark that, since the first two or three
of Spurgeon’s students appeared in public, very many parts of the
world have much beunefited by the army of preachers trained in the
Pastors’ College. Many of these brethren have come to the forefront
as preachers; and most of them are to be found in the vanguard of
Christian enterprises. Not to go outside Queensland, we find that a
large percentage of our Baptist ministers hail from the atmosphere of
the Metropolitan Tabernacle and College, amongst whom we may
mention our respected President, the Rev. ¥. G. Buckingham; our
able and ubiquitous Secretary, the Rev. W. Higlett; the Revs. Chas.
Boyall, John Glover, W. Page, A. G. Woeller, E. R. Makin, and last,
but not least, the Rev. William Whale, of the Brisbane City Taber-
nacle, who has the reputation—and justly, too,—of being one of the
very ablest and most powerful preachers in the Southern Hemisphere.

It is not every Elijah who has an Elisha as his successor. No
pulpit caterer nor university professor can put his hand on any
preacher who can, in all respects, fill the place which C. H. Spurgeon
has vacated. Thomas Spurgeon, however, is no unworthy son of his
father. His preaching powers are not only appreciated and effective,
but give promise of further expansion. If the son feels conscious of
the greater personality and natural gifts of his mighty predecessor,
he can at least be a8 mighty in the power of his father's God ; and
nothing but the Spirit’s power can permanently hold together the vast
congregation bequeathed to him and his co-pastor. May the Metro-
politan Tabernacle, when rebuilt, excel in glory—the glory of God—
its former blessedness ; and may many a soul, looking back upon its
seagons of Divine refreshment, yet exclaim, ** We have thought of
Tby lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of Thy temple!”
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Jdolls of the @ountrpside.

BY H.T.S., AUTHOR OF ‘‘AFTERNOONS WITI A NATURALIST,” ETO., ETC.
II.—JEe~x~x1E’s LovVE-sTORY.

ON one side of our only street stood the little low-roofed cottage of

the village shoemaker. Almost opposite, there lived a little lass
with lustrous brown eyes and dark hair. Her pale face, regular
features, and solemn gait marked her out from the rosy, romping
rustics of her sex. A demure slip of a girl, whom early initiation in
sorrow had made sedate;—a girl who held her tongue,—which is, of
course, uncommon ; but a maid also whose eyes were eloquent, which
is not uncommon ; one who would have blushed to know that she had
power to stir the hearts of others by her eyes.

On the sunny side of the way dwelt the shoemaker, with his wife
and son. This devotee at Crispin’s shrine was not a saint. He lived
long enough to become one, though he would have deprecated the
title,—which surely wae as it should be. Those who pose as the
‘“unco’ guid ”, and use pious phraseology profusely, are apt to pall on
one. A consecration of the whites of the eyes is not convincing.
‘When Crispin, as we will call him, became a truly converted man, he
was reticent, both as to his virtues and as to his past vices, though he
was always ready to speak with becoming reverence of the grace
which gave him the one, and saved him from the other. But he was
never of those who store up the “duds” of their evil doings, and
spread them before the public eye with an air of fondness for their
former rags.

‘When we first knew this worker in leather, he was one of the worst
in a wicked place. He was as tough as the material of his craft,
grisly as a bear, and surly as a kenneled dog. He kept his best
manners for the public-house, and his worst for home. He was the
family grindstone on which the wife sharpened her tongue. The boy
between them grew up laconic. He could put very shortly his opinion
of most people. His mother was wont to describe his father in con-
cise terms ; the father could as forcibly put the failings of his spouse.
The son learned from both. Parents often find out this simple fact too
late. As a matter of course, the shoemaker’s home was not a
Heaven below. It was rather the other way about. Crispin and his
wife would have been quite out of the running for the Dunmow
flitch.

The maid with the brown eyes pitied the shoemaker’s son. So did
many more. She, however, pitied him with a difference ; but the boy
was blind to the compassion of the girl. Her demureness hid her
depth. Bhe was deep ;—not crafty, but as a well is deep from whence
you draw in drought the cooling draught.

The boy grew up with a mighty bent for books. The old sot loved
his son, but for many a year he loved his liquor as well. Yet the
father and his lad were seldom apart when the former was presentable.
They were both adepts at Adam’s occupation, so, when they wished to
prove their liking for the village pastor, they would take his garden
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in hand, end show him how it should be done. From the garden the
youth found his way to the study. The minister’s library was unpre-
tending in the extreme, but it had attractions for this embryo student.
There the lad would sit by the hour, without a thought for the lass
who was growing taller a few doors off. 'Why learning and Kather
should so often go together, we cannot stay to determine. No doubt
a prize essay could be written on the subject, and enterprising news-
papers are welcome to the idea; it is our sole property.

Like so many of his craft, Crispin was a man of great natural
ability. He soon saw that his son took after him, at least in
this. The old man would chuckle as the boy gave a shrewd answer
to some posing question, and his rugged features would relax into a
smile as the lad got his leave to follow the preacher into his « den.”

Crispin and his son were a strange-looking pair at this period.
The youth was tall and ungainly, with clothes that were too short for
him. The father was over six feet high, with the bearing of an old
soldier. His face was as seamed as the trunk of a tree, but there
was a tough strength about the man, and, at times, a kindliness of
eye, which led one to think that, under all his roughness, there was
yet a heart which could be touched. And so it proved after a
long, long wait, Meantime, the girl who lived opposite grew in
stature and beauty, but she ceased not to pity the long lad in the
short jacket.

‘While the petty life of the village went on its monotonous way, the
two young people passed through those years where more than looks
and length are developed. The teens are the pillars which support
the designing school of life. The lad found his ambition, and fed it
with fuel gathered from the girl’s eyes. He would be something, and
she should see it! The pastor’s garden came in for more attention
than it was worth, but the path through it led to the study, and that
was the lad’s goal. Yes, he would rise by learning! She came of a
proud stock, and the old grandmother watched him furtively. The
girl had property. Magic word! No waster's son need walk her
way. So he squared his shoulders, did the youth, and vowed that he
would be her equal, and prove to her grim keeper the right to a better
title. Old Crispin smiled one of his rare smiles, and his outbreaks
ceased to follow on each other's heels. He began to watch with a
kindling of his grey eye the maiden opposite, and he got so far as to
say “Jennie” softly. The young couple understood one another,
though they seemed but casual acquaintances, and they both knew
that the grim old drunkard had divined their secret.

But one day the fiend came back, and brought with him seven other
spirits more wicked than himself. The lightning out of heaven was
cursed with uplifted fist. The ditch became a bed. A wild old man
rushed into the house of God, with his shirt-sleeves turned up, his
hat on the back of his head, and his leathern apron round him.
Crispin’s climax came in a desperate fit of delirium, a fall outside
some devil’s den, and a broken jaw. The wife, in her trouble, fled to
the Saviour, and entered, as a very backward scholar, the school of
‘‘the Meek and Lowly in Heart.” The son went away moodily in the
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night of his father’s madness, and opened the lid of the village well.
No human being was near the would-be-suicide, yet he heard a voice,
“Do thyself no harm. The Lord hath need of thee.,” The young
man threw himself by the side of the well, buried his face in the wet
grass, and cried for mercy and light. How long he struggled, he
could not tell ; but the voice had spoken to his very soul. He had
heard his call out of the unseen. He stole home at last, going past
the house where Aunt Sarah and her niece Jennie continued instant
in prayer.

If there were a blacker sinner than usual about, under the possess-
ion of the devil, you would be sure to find Aunt Sarah on her knees
for him. You might expect, before long, that man’s repentance, and
you might hope for his conversion. It was so in this cage. From
that hour, things in Crispin’s home and heart began to mend. After
such a storm, the sky did not clear suddenly. There were many
doubtful days, but the two over the road prayed on,—the one because
she cared for the sinner for the Saviour’s sake, the other because she
loved the sinner’s son for his own sake; and who shall say that God
did not smile on both the prayers ?

‘Whatever the lad and the lass really felt, they kept the expression
of it from each other and from their friends. And yet all the while it
was an open secret.

The youth left the village for London. One night in the Autumn,
some years after Jennie’s sister had uttered her great expectation, the
young pastor was returning from a visit to the City. At a bend
of the country lane, he overtook a girl of seventeen, walking home in
the deepening twilight. ’

“ Why, Jennie, what brings you here ?”’ was the cry.

T thought I should see you returning,” she replied, simply. Then,
opening her brown eyes full upon the young preacher,—and though
it was getting dark, he could see the expression in them, aye,
and can recall it as if it were yesterday,—she added, ‘“ Wallace has
gone.”” It was the first time she had spoken the boy’s name.

The pastor said, *“I think I understand, Jennie,” and from that
hour there were four in the secret. But the pastor hastened to turn
the topic, and, of course, his present readers commend him for doing
go. He led Jennie to talk on another confidence given, as they two
walked back from the Puritan graveyard after the burial of her sister.
The theme then was the birth of her young love, not for the youth,
but for the Christ of God.

* * » *

A square-built village meeting-house stands amid the graves of the
former fathers of the church. Some of the worthies of other times
lie immediately under the benediction of the great elms, which chant
the seasons over them, and sing matins and evensong every day.
The little chapel was a strangely-constructed place. The baptistery
was in the middle of the building. Some pews needed to be removed
each time the ordinance was adminjstered.

It was at the end of harvest. A great crowd had gathered from
the villages round. In the gallery was a lad from the rector’s school.
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He would be well-known in after years as a missionary of Jesus
Christ in Dark Africa. On this night he was to hear the call. In
the area sat Wallace and Jennie ready to confess their faith together.
The young fellow’s ability was already the talk of the countryside.
‘When he stepped forward to go down into the water, the heart of the
lad in the gallery gave a great leap. So, through the obedience of
one, did another feel himself set apart.

The girl, who had so early pitied the boy, walked home with her
companion in baptism, a betrothed maiden. But the grandmother
remained unreconciled, for the girl was her dead son’s child, and came
in for a share in the small inheritance.

* * * *

‘We feel inclined to linger over the boy’s first appearance as a
preacher. A godly farmer had run up a chapel of rubble and flints
in a wayside hamlet. It was there, on the night of his son’s first
germon, that old Crispin gave his heart to God.

There was no lack of enthusiasm in those days, for the village
churches on those spurs of the Chilterns were so many beacons for the
Truth. )

Again we can see a crowd on a Lord’s-day eve, gathered where
cross-roads meet. A youth stands upon a heap of stones, and speaks
with power. He will preach in mighty cities yet, amid the flutter
of the fans of a warmer clime.

But all these pictures we must turn to the wall, and we must follow
our brown-eyed Jennie over a wild wide moor of misconstruction and
heartache ere she reaches at last the land of promise.

* * * *

The boy went to College, and the girl stayed at home. The man
crossed the sea, and the woman waited full of faith. The rill of
village life rippled at her feet, but her heart was over the great
waters. The village gossips said he would come back, and fetch
Jennie ; but, as the months and years went by, they whispered other
things. And Jennie grew pale and still, but patient as she ever was.
Yet she believed that the country girl still held the heart of the rising
preacher. But the grandmother, soured with sorrows, spoke of the
absent with bitter scorn. Some malicious pen sped these sayings
over leagues of land and sea, and they struck the young man, as
poisoned arrows, while he walked in a strange land. Then letters to
Jennie ceased, and all was still.

The village droned in the sunshine. The adult population, save
the sick and old, were out in the hayfields. A letter had brought us
back to the old spot. The grandmother was dying; and, before she
went, she wanted to make things straight. Jennie was now the
nurse, for Aunt Sarah had left for the town. A tall sad woman was
Jennie, with great longing eyes. We heard the scruples of the de-
parting, and promised to do what we could. The old lady lingered,
and softened, and at last she went where no more harm can be done.
Crispin had died in the winter in the darkness of the doubtful time.
But he died in faith; and, what was far more important, he died in
the faith. Suffering had made Jennie more sedate than ever. She
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was the mainstay of the work at the village chapel, as her Aunt
Sarah had been before her. So she passed the days in doing good,
seeking thus to forget the undoing of her love.

* * * *

On a morning late in the Summer, a young man alighted from the
mail train which stopped at the Junction at the time of the grey dawn.
The traveller did not call a cab; but, leaving his luggage in charge,
he wrapped himself in a rug, and reclined in the waiting-room chairs.
He seemed restless, and avoided conversation and explanations.
Altogether a strange visitor, one would think.

‘When folk began to stir, and milk-carts with their cens went clink-
ing by, and household cats awoke at the hopeful sound; when the
white smoke of newly-lighted fires commenced to creep across the
face of morning, and make the first shadows on the brow of day;—
when boys began to call the early news, the traveller left his uneasy
restingplace, and went into the streets. He had a slip of paper to
which he now and then referred as he asked his way. It was a very
unusual hour to receive visitors, and when he reached the house
he wanted, he hesitated, and, instead of knocking, he sat down on a
stone kerb. Evidently he was among the unexpected. There are
thousands of such about at all hours. At last, mustering courage, he
rang a bell, and then—well, aft:r waiting what seemed an age, he
was face to face with Aunt Sarah !

Later that day, a message was sent to Jennie. It ran:—¢ Wallace
has come back. Wants to see you.”

There was a stir in the village one sunny morning. The gossips
were at their doors; everyone of them, to the third and fourth
generation. The lad had returned for his love. He had not married
the many heiresses chosen for him by the prophets. But the gossips
had a good time, for their aprons came freely into use. There were
few dry eyes as the pair drove by. Crispin and the stern old dame
slept under the turf that day, but there were some who saw the lad
and the lass leave who remembered the tragedy of the earlier time.

So the girl, who pitied the boy, went over the sea with him, and
the Manse was made glad with Jennie’s eyes and Jennie’s babes.

The years came and went. The elms sighed and sobbed, and sang
the varying seasons. The turf grew green and even over the graves
of the once well-known.

One early Autumn night, when the smoke was settling heavily over
the town, a foreign wire arrived :—*‘ Jennie passed away this morning.
Tell Aunt Sarah.—Wallace.”” The task was hard, but that brave
soul had met Death before. And when she heard, she reverted to that
Autumn, years before, when the other sister had uttered her great
expectation.

So the lad at last sighed for the lass, and she was not, for God had
taken her.

But all this was in the years long past, and we feel sadly old as we
tell the tale.
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o 5 1
“ Jot of THork,

« Y WOULD be glad to stay in prison all my life if by so doing I could but

be forgiven.” — The words fell from the lips of a prisoner, a young
man, whose hands, conversation,and general appearance, all proclaimed
him of superior birth and attainments. He was speaking to a fellow-
prisoner of about the same age and stamp as himself. The two
worked in the same gang,—for both were sentenced to hard labour,—
and on rare occasions found an opportunity of conversing with each
other. Both had profited by their incarceration, and the ministrations
of the chaplain had not been without good effect. The prisoner, with
whom we are concerned, had committed a criminal offence of a very
serious nature; there.was no excuse for him, and his sentence was
justly heavy. But the twelve months’ hard labour—almost killing as
it was to him,—was little enough punishment compared with the
stings of comscience which momentarily pierced him to the heart.
His crime against man became as nothing in the light of his sin
against God. The writer of the 51st Psalm never felt his transgress-
ion against the Eternal more acutely than did this poor guilty sinner.
“«1 never saw a man so cut up,” said the fellow-prisoner before-
mentioned upon his release, to the writer, ‘‘he seemed utterly beside
himself. Penal servitude for life would have had no terrors for him
if only he might be forgiven at the end.”

I have tried, but failed, to get into communication with this
remorseful one, that I might tell him of a pardon to be had on easier
terms than those he proposed. I should like to teach him the truth
that is often sung in our evangelistic services,—

* Working will not save me !
Purest deeds that I can do,
Holiest thoughts and feelings, too,
Cannot form my soul anew:
Working will not save me.
¢ Jesus wept and died for me;
Jesus suffered on the tree :
Jesus waits to make me free ;
He alone can save me!
‘“ Faith in Christ will save me |
Let me trust Thy gracious Son,
Trust the work that He has done;
To His arwms, Lord, help me run:
Faith in Christ will save me !’

Forgiveness of sin is ¢ not of works, lest any man should boast ;" but
is the free gift of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, and may be
appropriated by every truly repentant and believing sinner. Let the
reader know that God's grace and mercy are magnified in the salva-
tion of the chief of sinners, and that Jesus is ‘‘able also to save them
to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth
to make intercession for them.” CHARLES STANLEY.
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Apprtioxar ReviEws ww REericrous PApers.

“The first three chapters of this second portion of the story of Mr.
Spurgcon’s life have for their subject *Love, Courtship, and Marriage.’
‘We think most readers will feel that Mrs. Spurgeon has done excellently,
though her task was uncommonly delicate and difficult. She has written
with restraint, and yet has revealed her happy secret in sufficient measure
to make manifest that, in the most intimate relationship of life, Mr.
Spurgeon wag the same true, noble Great-heart he ever showed himself to
be in the open ways of public life. . . . No one will wonder that Mrs.
Spurgeon tells her happy tale with a tempered but glowing gladness. It
would be no small honour to any woman to be able, through long and
strenuous years, to give to such a husband the human love and com-
panionship which abundantly satisfied his heart. . . .

“We venture to think that few chapters in the whole history of the
Church of Christ will prove more remarkable then that which tells the
story of Mr. Spurgeon’s printed Sermons, and of God’s working through
them. A very interesting contribution to this marvellous history is given
in this volume, but for the whole we shall have to wait until the Great
Day. . . .

“In putting down this volume, two convictions are strong within us.
The first ie, that no mistake has been made. It was long debated, we have
reason to believe, how and by whom this record of Mr. Spurgeon’s great
career should be prepared. We cannot be too thankful for the decision
that was come to. By those who knew him best, an utterly true, frank,
sincere, and besutiful transcript is being furnished of the character and
career of one who will never cease to interest the Church of Christ as long
as the world stands. The second feeling of which we are conscious is, that
the roots of Mr. Spurgeon's greatness and usefulness were spread wide and
deep in his Leart, rather than in his intellect, remarkable as that was. This,
too, was the impression left by personal intercourse with him.”"—Z'he Life
of Faith.

“The most interesting chapters are those on *Love, Courtship, and
Marriage,” which tell the story of the way in which the popular young
preacher proposed and was accepted, and how he was happily married to
Miss Susannah Thompson, with whom he lived rare years of joy. The
volume contains the story of his life during the eventful period from 1854
to 1860. . . . These were the years when the preacher’s fame was in
everybody’s mouth, and, naturally, there is plenty to tell about them. . .
The work is very well and tenderly done, and the volume will be read with
thankful delight by a great multitude of readers.”—The Sunday School
Times.

“ Those who welcomed the first volume of C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography
have anxiously awaited the publication of the second volume. At length it
is issued, and in point of forin end contents admirably matches its
handsome predecessor. The illustrations are numerous, and in some cases
of historic importance. Here we get glimpses of notabilities of bygone
days, and interior and other views of the Metropolitan Tabernacle, recently,
alas! destroyed by fire. The opening chapters of the volume deal with

¥ C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography. Compiled from his Diary, Letters, and Records,
by His WIrFE, and his Private Secretary. Vol. II. 1854—1860. 384 pages, Demy 4to.
With 59 Illustrations, 10s. Gd. Also issued in monthly shilling parts. Passmore
and Alabaster, 4, Paternoster Buildings, London; and of all Booksellers.
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¢ Love, Courtship, and Marriage,’ and are largely filled with matter that
has the charm of novelty as well as the feagrance of affection and devotion

Of course this is from the pen of Mrs. Spurgeon, who makes it abunda.ntl;;
clear that, both as a lover and a husband, C. H Spurgeon’s rule always was
—Christ and His service first; all else subservient to Him. . . . Dealing
with the words and works, aspirations and undertakings, of a great man

the volume is of surpassing interest from beginning to end. All preacheré
of the gospel will find its pages profitable as well as entertaining.”—The
Christian.

“The myriads who are thanking God for Spurgeon’s Sermons and other
works, a8 well as those who knew him personslly, will eagerly welcome
this further instalment of his dutobiography.” — The Rock.

« Mr. Spurgeon’s Autobiography grows in interest, and the second volume,
which is just published, makes engrossing reading. Ungquestionably,
however, general interest will culminate in the first part of the book, where
the Autobiography proper gives place to the story of the great preacher’s
courtship and marriage, told by Mrs. Spurgeon herself. We can under-
stand the delicacy which made her shrink at first from the thought of
laying bare to the world the details of a romance as pure and winsome
as the pages of literature afford; but everyone must be thankful that she
has felt, to use her own words, compelled to do 8o, and, unlocking her heart,
to pour out its ‘ choicest treasures.” It is & story that will be read with
sympathy by thousands, and respectfully by everybody; and wherever it
is read, it cannot fail to touch the heart to finer issues. . . . All the world
Imows that their wedded life was oue continuous love-story. It is given to
few, perhaps, to have a married life so free from jarring notes. Through
evil report and good, in the comparatively humble circumstances of their
early married life, and the wealthy surroundings of later years, they
remained the constant lovers who had plighted their troth in the old-
fashioned garden. We have given the love-story at length, because it
contains the chief human interest of the volume, but it is only a small
portion of a book which, as a picture of the religious life of the period, no
less than as the history of the greatest preacher of the century, is of
absorbing interest. Therehave been many ‘ Lives’ of Mr. Spurgeon since he
died, but none of his admirers can afford to negleot this book. Its price
will be prohibitive to some; but to those who can afford it, it will be
half-a-guinea well invested, and it should be in every church library
throughout the kingdom.”— T'he Sunday School Chronicle.

“ We have just raceived the second of the four volumes of which the Life
of C. H. Spurgeon is to consist. The manifold commendation of the first
part of this great work may all be repeated about the second. The
opening chapters are concerned with Spurgeon’s ‘Love, Courtship, and
Marriage.’” The story is told by Mrs. Spurgeon with much literary grace
and fine fesling.”—Christian Endeavour.

“Volumes I. and IL of C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography are now published.
They are a wonderful narrative of the early life and experiences of the
great preacher. Almost every page contains some thrilling experience or
beautiful incident in the life of the man whose whole ministerial career was
2 psalm of intense devotion and quaint utterance. So far as it goes, the
work is profoundly interesting, and all lovers of Spurgeon literature will
be proud to include in their libraries the handsome volumes which give in
sympathetic and glowing terms the story of Mr. Spurgeon’s life and
labours. . . . The illustrations give peculiar interest to the Autobiography,
and add greatly to the beauty of volumes which are gems of typographic
printing and handsome binding. . . . The second volume will be found to
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equal, if not surpass, the first in interesting details of the life of one of the
greatest preachers of his time. The remarkable completeness of the work
a8 it proceeds is one of its distinguishing features. The opening chapters
of this second volume are written by Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon, and deal with
the ¢ Love, Courtship, and Marriage’ of herself and her beloved. It is an
attractive theme, and only Mrs. Spurgeon herself could so interestingly
have narrated the details of this happy period of their lives."—T'%e
Primitive Methodist.

“The second volume of the Life of C. H. Spurgeon is, upon the whole,
no less emgrossing than its predecessor. Though without waterial so
astonishing as the story of his early days, this volume nevertheless has a
very definite interest of its own, The period covered is one of the most
remarkable in the whole of a very striking career. Covering the years
between 1854 and 1860, it shows the young recruit from rural Dissent in
the process of rising to the unique position which he occupied in English
Nonconformity. The Exeter Hall services of 1855 were, to many, the first
signs that a great preacher and a new spiritual power had risen up in
England. The same fervid eloquence which had filled New Park Street
Chapel also filled Exeter Hall to overflowing. Then came the catastrophe
at the Surrey Gardens Music Hall, which some were eager to turn against
the preacher ; and then the plans for the great Tabernacle at Newington.
In these years of Mr. Spurgeon's advance, the paragraphist, the carica-
turist, and even the leisured people who wrote letters to The Times were
busy drawing contrasts between the success of the young Nonconformist’s
eloquence and the comparative deadness of the services of the Church. . . .
Perhaps, for some readers, the characteristic part of this volume will be its
story of the young preacher’s courtship and marriage. He sought a wife
amongst his own community, and found one whose devotion to him partly
finds its expression in this very work. . . . The volume is freely illustrated.
Churchmen will not mind the old cartoons at the expense of the Church:
those days are behind us.”’— The Record.

AppitioNnal REviEws IN SECULAR NEWSPAPERS,

“No man of moedern times—at least, no preacher—has made a deeper
impression upon the religious life of the country, or aroused more universal
interest amongst the English-speaking race, than the late Rev. C. H.
Spurgeon, and the people can be counted by tens of thousands who are
pleased to learn anything of the inmer life and history of the popular
Pastor of the Metropolitan Tabernacle Church. The elegant volume we
have before us—the second of Mr, Spurgeon’s Autobiography, edited by his
wife, —or rather, widow,—will therefore be perused with deepest interest.
The work has been compiled from Mr. Spurgeon’s diary, letters, and
records, with here and there a chapter by the devoted editor, than whom
no one is better fitted to undertake the task,—a task that is being performed
with great judgment, and no little literary skill, s well as charming grace.
In the opening chapters, Mrs. Spurgeon tells of their ¢ Love, Courtship, and
Marriage,’ and it is done most admirably. . . . Mrs. Spurgeon gives many
interesting reminiscences of those early days, and rather humorously tells
the story of how Mr. Bpurgeon took his sweetheart to a certain service,
and, there, was so pre-occupied with the discourse he was about to deliver,
that he forgot all about her, and left her to take care of herself as best she
could. . . . There are a couple of chapters on their ‘ Early Wedded Life,’
of which Mrs. Bpurgeon gives many deeply interesting and even pathetic
peeps. . . ., .

““As is well known, Mr. Spurgeon was for a long time the subject of
much ill-natured criticism and slander in the press, and it seems he made a
collection of extracts which are preserved in & book on which he inscribed,
Facts, Fiction, and Facetiz. . . . These attacks for a time had a dis-
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couraging effect upon the young preacher, but this gradually wore off, and
he ceased to regard what was said respecting him, going on steadily with
the work he felt he was called to do. A number of these extracts are
quoted in the volume, and viewing them in the light of the high estimation
in which Mr. Spurgeon was afterwards held, they are really amusing, and
afford an illustration of the mistaken opinions even good people will
permit their prejudice to indulge in, as well as of the little value that is to
be placed upon the expressions of some writers, who allow & desire to be
smart to get the better of their judgment. . . . The book, which is pub-
lished by Passmore and Alabaster, and is in quarto form, is beautifully got
up, and contains many illustrations, including a dozen different likenesses
of Mr. Spurgeon, and some of the best of the caricatures of the great
preacher in the early days of his career.”—The Hull News.

“The second volume of the Autobiography of the great popular preacher
of the nineteenth century is even more interesting than the first. It is so
for two reasons,—first, it carries the story of Mr. Spurgeon’s life through
its most troublous and exoiting period; and, secondly, a larger proportion
of the text is written by Mrs. Spurgeon. The first three chapters—over
thirty large pages—have ‘ Love, Courtship, and Marriage’ as their subject,
end are entirely the work of Mrs. Spurgeon. Very beautiful they are, too,
for they disclose his singularly pure, perfect, lasting affection, and an ideal
state of mutual understanding and helpfulness.

*“A considerable part of the volume is taken up by the ferocious attacks
in the press on the young minister during his first years in London. Some
readers will think that too much space is allowed to these scandalous
examples of bitter semi-Christian backbiting ; but we think a good purpose
is served by clearly showing how so single-minded, unselfish, and faithful
a preacher as Mr. Spurgeon was subjected to the malignant hate of those
who differed a little from his doctrines and methods, and were hugely jeslous
of his popular success. Read now, after a lapse of more than forty years, when
all the truth about Mr. Spurgeon is known, some of these attacks by his
brother-divines, old men who ought to have welcomed his co-operation, are
absolutely devilish in their subtlety and hate. The press was as bad as the
pulpit in resenting the intrusion of a new instrument for good ; and we
are sorry to see that one of the nastiest and most lying articles of the period
was published in The Skeffield Independent. . . .

“The volume has a large number of illustrations,—nearly sixty,—
representing Mr. Spurgeon’s life in all its phases, public and domestic.
Throughout, the singular consistency of his character and beliefs is made
most impressively apparent. This Autobiography, when finished, will be an
adequate literary memorial of one of the most pure-hearted men of the
century. It is only by reading, as we can read here, of the bitterness of his
early trials that we can realize the completeness of the triumnph of a con-
sistent life patiently puraued.”—7T'he Sheffield and Rotherham Independent.

‘“The second volume has appeared of C. H. Spurgeon’s Autobiography,
which Mrs. Spurgeon and his private secretary have prepared from the
deceased preacher’s diary, letters, and records. This instalment is of very
great interest, for, in addition to revealing the secrets of the love, courtship,
and marriage of two devoted persons,—a delicate task, which Mrs. Spurgeon
has performed with good taste and sound judgment, making due allowance
for her peculiar position,—Mr, Spurgeon’s progress in influence and fame
a8 a preacher is set forth, and also the dark side of the shield represented
by his many detractors, and their calumnies and sneers showered upon him
8t the outset of his wonderful Evangelical career. . . . Several of his
letters to his wife, written from time to time, are given, all attesting the
fervour of his affection for her, and their mutual trust and confidence.”—
The Leeds Mercury.
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Hletropolitan Fabermacle Ammunl Church-meeting.

HE new hall was crowded on Wednesday evening, January 18, for the
annual church-meeting. Pastor Thomas Spurgeon presided, and he
was well supported by his fellow church-officers; but Mr. Thomas Olney,
the senior deacon and treasurer, had caught cold, and so was prevented
from being present. This was the subject of general regret, especially as
the meeting was held the night before his seventieth birthday, of wkich
particular notice was intended to be taken. The proceedings throughout
the evening were characterized by the utmost harmony and heartiness, and
fgratitude for the past was happily blended with hopefulness concerning the
utare.

After prayer by Pastor C. B. Sawday, and the singing of the Doxology
in anticipation of the blessing to be realized during the meeting,
the statistics for the past year were presented. They were as follows:—
Increase—by baptism, 85 ; by transfer from other churches, 30 ; by pro-
fession, having been previously baptized, 12 ; total, 127: Decrease—by
dismission to other churches, 81 ; by joining other churches without letters,
25 ; withdrawn from at their own request, 4; for non-attendance, 29 ; for
conduct inconsistent with their profession, 2 ; and deaths, 52 ; total, 193 :—
leaving now upon the church-roll, 4,146 names.

The Pastor was suffering so severely from a cold in his throat that he was
able only to speak briefly ; but he congratulated the members upon the fact
that the statistical report was of a more cheering character then during the
previous two or three years. The leakage was becoming “ small by degrees,
and beautifully less;” and there was hope, when once the corner had been
turned, that they would hear of larger additions and of increase through
the greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Looking back over 1898, the
Pastor said that it had been a year of mercy ; or, as Mr. Sawday expressed
it in his prayer, * our web has been woven with mercy and with judgment.”
The great sorrow which came upon us unawares, like & bolt from the blue,
has proved a blessing in disguise, for it has driven all of us nearer to our
God; and if, at the end of the year, we are greyer than when we com-
menced it, thank God we are gladder, too. After gratefully mentioning
the kindness and faithfulness of both officers and members during the time
of stress and strain,—with a special note of thankfulness for the generosity
displayed in connection with the Birthday Fund, which had amounted to
£735 3s., and had enabled all liabilities to be met, and a balance to be left
in hand on every branch of the church’s work,—the Pastor concluded hie
address with a loving testimony to the great help which he had received
all through the year from Brother Sawday, while those who had worshipped
at the College would gladly bear witness to the blessings derived from his
colleague’s ministry while the church had been temporarily divided into
two congregations. .

The church accounts were read by Mr, William Olney, and adopted by
the members, with the request that Mr. Thomas H. Olney would continue
in the office of treasurer durivg the ensuing yesr; and the following
resolution was unanimously and enthusiastically carried :—* That, with
deep gratitude, we acknowledge the lovingkindness of the Lord in enabling
our beloved deacon and treasurer, Mr. Thomas H. Olney, to render eminent
and long-continued service to our church; we heartily congratulate
him on baving 8o nearly reached the seventieth anniversary of the day of
his birth ; and we assure him of our earnest hope and fervent prayers that he
may for many years be spared to live and labour among us, and to see the
continued prosperity of the church.”

In addition to the usual resolution, adopting the accounts of the Pastors’
College, and pledging the church to continued and incressed support of the
Institution during the ensuing year, the following special resolutions were
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passed with the unanimity and heartiness which had been so manifest all
through the evening : —

“ The members of the Metropolitan Tabernacle Church, in annual meeting
assembled, send to Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon a hearty assurance of their
sympathy and esteem ; they greatly rejoice that she is spared to carry on
her tender ministries, and they pray that these may long continue to be
full of the favour of the Lord ; they hear with great delight and gratitude
of the willing aid she is about to render in connection with the Rebuilding
Fund, and they hereby assure her of a loving welcome and of a liberal
response to her appeal and effort.”

“The church desires to acknowledge the goodness of God in bringing it
so happily into the occupation of the spacious lower hall of the new
Tabernacle, and gratefully ackmowledges its indebtedness to the Orphanage
and to the College for the accommodation and welcome during its time of
homelessness ; having learned that the task of rebuilding the burned
Tabernacle is heavier and more expensive than was anticipated, it takes
this opportunity of assuring the Pastors and officers of its earnest support
in this emergency, and promises to do all it can, by prayer and influence, to
help in the attainment of this God-given purpose.”

The latter portion of the above resolution had been carried at the male
members’ meeting, but it was thought advisable to submit all of it to the
whole church. The speeches of the brethren who addressed the large
asgsembly were full of brightness and cheerfulness, and although no attempt
was made to minimize the great task before the officers and members, it
was pointed out that, if all would do their share, other friends would render
substantial aid, and the total amount required would be forthcoming before
the new building would be completed. Will not every reader of the Sword
and Trowel help in attaining this most desirable pbject ?

Slotices of Books.

Any Book reviswed or advertised In this Magazine will be forwarded by Messrs. Pasamore
and Alabaster on receipt of Postal Order for the published price.

More Annuals have arrived since
our last issue, and all of them deserve
cordig]l commendation. From Drum-
mond’s Traot Depdt, Stirling, have
come the yearly volumes of The
British Messenger, The Gospel Trum-
pet, and Good 2 sws., They are all
and always good alike; full of the
gospel, simply and faithfully told,
and suitably illustrated, they cannot
be too widely oirculated.

Messrs. Cassell and Co. have sent us
Vol. XV. of Biblewomen and Nurses,
the Record of the London Bible and
Domestic Female Mission. This ex-
cellent institution is highly favoured
in having as its literary advocate Miss
Lizzie Alldridge, who contributed to
our pages last year, and who has
kindly furnished us with another
article which we hope will appear in
an eerly number. Her graphic ac-
counts of the work of the Bible-

women and Nurses, and of the dis-
tricts in which they labour, make
thie volume intensely interesting, and
the whole book must be a great help
to the Christlike service of which 1t
speaks.

From the Open-Air Mission, 11,
Adam Street, Strand, we have re-
ceived the New Year Message to the
members and friends of the Mission,
—Led in Triumph, by Pastor W.
FuLrLEr GoocH. It is a powerful
Scriptural exposition and application
of 2 Cor. ii. 14 (®.v.), which should
be widely circulated ; the price of it
is one penny, or six shillings per 100.

Pastor E. W. Tarbox, Honorary
Secretary of the Home Counties
Baptist Association, sends us A New
and Easy Catechism for use in Baptist
Schools and Families. 1t is in three

6
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sections,—(1) Evangelical Doctrines;
(2) Free Church Principles; and (3)
Christian Ordinances. There are 104
questions and answers, many of them
with Scriptural references appended,
and the whole are worthy of very
hearty commendation. If our young
people are to be retained, they must
be taught the truths most surely
believed among us; and this Cate-
chism will be of great assistance in
securing that end.
tained, price one penny, or 3s. 9d.
per 100, of Mr. Tarbox. Netherwood,
Epsom Road, Guildford, Surrey.

N B.—This booklet must not be
confounded with the curious com-
promise issued under the auspices of
the Free Church Council. We advise
all our readers to procure The
Christian Pictorial for January 12
and 19, and to carefully note the
trenchant criticism of that Catechism
published by Pastor David Davies, of
Brighton.

Messrs. Nelson and Sons have pub-
lished a new and cheaper edition
{3s. 6d.) of Bishop RYLE’S admirable
volume on The Christian Leaders of
the Last Century. Though first issued
thirty years ago, when the author
was Vicar of Stradbroke, the work
is not at all out of date, and has a
distinet message for present- day
readers. The * Christian leaders”
described are George Whitefield, John
Wesley, William Grimshaw, William
Romaine, Daniel Rowlands, John
Berridge, Henry Venn, James Hervey,
Augustus Toplady, Wealker of Truro,
and Fletcher of Madeley ;—truly, a
galaxy of stars of the first magnitude,
whose light still continues to illumine
our own and other lands.

Messrs. Cassell and Co. have issued
a new and enlarged edition— forming
the fourth—of Beneath the Banner, by
F.J.Cross. (ls.and 2s) Children
can gain from it a good idea of the
principal events in many notable
lives, The new biographical sketches
include the Princess Alice, Mr. Moody,
Miss Havergal, and Dr. Arnold, and
there are several additional illus-
trations.

Last year, we commended Mr,
Wirrian THOMSON’S pamphlets on

It can be ob--

The Christian’s Calling, Keeping, and
Abiding, published at Drummond’s
Tract Depét, Stirling; we are glad to
see that they are now bound together
in & small gilt-edged volume at a
shilling. It would make & most
appropriate present for young Christ-
ians, and older ones might read it
with profit.

The Study of the Types. By ADA R.
HABERSHON. Morgan and Scott.

A voLUME that will well repay the
most careful reading again and again.
Miss Habershon has in this work laid
all Bible-students under deep obliga-
tion, and has rendered eminent service
to “the cause of God and trath.”
Many who have long studied the
typology of Scripture will here find
much that is fresh and helpful, while
those who have not yet begun the
fascinating study will be introduced
to a veritable mine of spiritual wealth.
A most valuable chapter on “ Reasons
for Studying the Types ” concludes
thus :—“The ‘higher criticism’ and
the study of the types cannot go
together; for no one who has learnt
the spiritual teaching of the Old
Testament pictures would believe, or
try to prove, that the Bible was not
what it claimed to be.” We com-
mend the volume with the utmost
heartiness.

Christ Foreshown. Short chapters on
the Golden Types of the Messiah.
By Rev. R. J. G. Birp, D.D. Elliot
Stoclk.

THERE' is a sweet savour of devout
love to Christ permeating all these
short chapters, The types of the
Messiah here treated are neither fanci-
ful nor forced; and though little is
said that is new or profound, all is
intensely spiritual and Scriptural.
Devotional help rather than critical
gkill is aimed at, and with striking
success. Many a keen-eyed teacher
or preacher would find here a series
of outlines for addresses or sermons,
which could be filled in to great use-
fulness. Such men as our author are
the salt in the midst of a Romanising
Establishment, and we wish them all
blessing, though we regret the bad
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company they elect to keep by
remaining therein.

Types of the Way. Elliot Stock.

TEN outlines of gospel addresses that
will be helpful to some busy Christian
worker who wants to tell “the old,
old story ” in the words of the Book.

Jesus Christ and His Surroundings. By
Rev. NorMAN L. WaLrER, D.D.
Hodder and Stoughton.

THIS is & very rare thing,—a fresh
topic treated with great freshness.
The commonplace, almost mouldy
platitude, is conspieuous by its utter
absence, Many have dealt with the
outward features of our Lord’s earthly
life ; but none, that we know of, have
shown how He met, and used, His
surroundings to teach, help, and save
men, This volume is full of sug-
gestions, and will richly reward the
preacher who carefully reads and notes
the contents. ’

We are sorry to have to mark one
blemish, the reference to children
being included in the membership of
the Church before possessing personal
faith in the Saviour. Even with this
spot on its brightness of Scripture
teaching, it is still a noteworthy and
precious volume.

“Qur Blest Redeemer.” The Story of
His Life Told for Little Children.
By KATE THOMPSON S1zER. Charles
H. Kelly,

AN attempt to simplify the Gospel
narrative, and, to our mind, not a
successful one. It may suit Methodist
households, but the introduction of
baby sprinkling, for which there is no
warrant in the New Testament, will
disqualify the book for admission into
Baptist families. It is abundantly
illustrated, and is cheap at a shilling.

The Commandments of Jesus. By R. F.
Howton, D.D. Isbister and Co.

A VOLUME that is intensely charac-
teristic of the author,—abounding in
spiritual insight, and the power to
make clear and attractive the teaching
of the Lord Jesus, and yet clinging
to an exposition of Baptism that is
Dpositively infantile in its unreason-

ableness, and utterly without even the
semblance of Scriptural authority. It
would be amusing if it were not sad
to see the miserable shifts to which
learned and godly men are put to
explain themselves, the moment they
leave the plain teaching of the Saviour
upon this solemn, instructive, beautiful
ordinance. We are actually told here
that, *“ As to Baptism, we can hardly
say that Jesus enjoined it as a com-
mand. He rather assumed it as «
practice, which He took over from John
the Baptist” !'! This, too, in face of
Matthew =xxviii. 19, 20, where the
very word * commanded” is used!
But for this corrupting blemish, we
have the heartiest opinion of the great
teaching value of this quickening and
suggestive book.

Inthe Day of the Cross. By Rev. W, M.
Crow, B.D. Sands and Co.

SeErMoONS confined to the subjects—
persons and events,—that clustered
round the last day of our Saviours
life. There is nothing that is very
startling or novel about them, but
they are chaste, scholarly, devout
studies, permeated with Evangelical
faith and fervour. The very restraint
they evidence, hints at power; the
preacher has not put all his goods in
the window. For devotional reading,
and bare hints at a series of addresses,
the book will be welcomed by many.

¢ Blessed are Ye." Talks on the
Beatitudes. By F. B. MEYER, B.A.
Sunday School Union.

THIS charming booklet needs no
praise of ours to secure a wide wel-
come. Yet we honestly believe it to
be the very best that Mr. Meyer has
ever published. There is a depth of
wisdom, a ripeness of soul-experience,
that give it special value; and these
are put into such condensed form that
you have the finest gold in the nugyet,
and not in the beaten leaf. It is a
book as strong as aweet, as invigorat-
ing as pleasant to read, and such a
blend is only too rare. We shall be
much surprised if this volume does
not have a phenomenal sale and
enthusiastic welcome from the whole
Church of true believers.
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The Fathers Hand. By Rev. A.
Prire, MLA. A, H. Stockwell
and Co.

UNLESs we are .tterly deceived, this
is one of the finest and freshest sets
of Bible-studies that has been pro-
duced for a long, long time. To a
fagged reviewer, it came like a burst
of sunlight on a drear November day.
The topics are so dewy in movelty,
and treated with such felicity and
fertility of suggestion and illustration,
that they command both interest and
delight. There are evidences of a
loving admiration of Dr. Stanford’s
beautiful sermonizing, all through the
volume; and an unconscious repro-
duction of many of his elements of
thought and style. Lucid, beautiful,
full of literary and artistic allusion,
and, above all, abounding in sug-
gestion, these sermons are a veritable
gold mine for open-eyed preachers,
and will enrich and stimulate the
godly of all creeds and classes. We
rejoice, “ as one that findeth great
gpoil,” and hasten to share the find
with others. Get it, read it, pray
over it, and it will be a well of re-
freshing to you, whoever you are.

Visions of Sin. By J. H. MOULTON,
M.A. Charles H. Kelly.

A LITTLE book on an inexhaustible
subject. The sad fruit of sin’s work-
ing, in human hearts and lives, is
here set forth in Scripture instances,
and with much of descriptive and
practical power. An admirable hand-
book to give to young disciples, or
indeed to the oldest saint, to warn
against the devil’s seductive wiles and
snares.

Depth and  Power of the Christiun
Fuith. By Rev. A. HOYLE
Charles H. Kelly.

ANOTHER of the excellent * Wesloy
Guild Library Series.” Mainly ad-
dressed to young men and women,
these sermons have a message for all
who desire the cultivation of the
Christian  life.  Breezy, manful,
strong in exposition and appeal,
they will be sure to secure a large
audience, and must do much good if
carefully pondered and applied. The
one paper on ‘‘Heredity and Sin”
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is worth the price charged for thia
little volume, so clear and insistent is
1t upon individual responsibility for
sin.

Table Talk with Young Men. By
Rev. W. J. DawsoN. Hodder and
Stoughton.

WHATEVER Mr. Dawson writes ia sure
to be robust, breezy, and literary in
quality. He knows how to make
print live. These racy talks to young
men finely embody these things, and
on the whole may be heartily com-
mended to their careful pondering.
Of some of his opinions we are not
sure, but even these he rather puts
for examination than asserts as truth.
But for the wise conduct of life, with
a lofty standard of righteousness, we
know few books of equal value to
this. It is up-to-date to its very last
paragraph, and will attract many
to read on this account alone. May
it be a messenger of much blessing
to many of the youths of to-day,—
the men of to-morrow !

Merry and Wise. Talls with School-
girls. By Rev. G. EVERARD, ML.A.
Nisbet and Co.

AN altogether delightful little volume.
The " addresses to school-girle will
compel attention by their bright,
gossipy, anecdotic form. There is not
even a sleepy syllable ; the talks are
as all-alive as most school-girls are,
quite as merry, and more wise.

Mr. Everard, too, is full of desire
for the salvation of his young readers,
and this is manifest all through the
book. We hope it will sell by thou-
sands, and bring a rich harvest of
blessing to many.

Handbook for Literary and Debating
Societies. By L. M. Grnson, M.A.
Hodder and Stoughton.

IN its own line of things, the most
compact menual yet produced.
Whether such & ready-ede thinking-
machine is likely to help the develop-
ment either of original ideas or
strong convictions, is & very moot
point; but granted the need of such
a book, this is one of the very best
that could be provided.
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Dying to Self. By WiLLiAM Law.
Notes by Rev. ANDREW MURRAY,
Nisbet and Co.

ANOTHER of those miniature selections
from the great mystic, which Dr.
Whyte urgently desired to see re-
printed. The dialogue form of this
production will militate against its
popularity ; but, once past this, the
matter will richly repay the reader.
The keen perception of motive, and
searching of the soul by the Spirit,
are powerfully present here, and will
be valued by all who desire “truth
in the inward parts.”

Methods of Self-culture. By Rev.J. H.
CLAPPERTON, M.A. Religious Tract
Society.

A GEM of 8 book. Small in bulk, but
rich in quality, Packed with sense
and spirituality in every sentence ;
and made withal so illustrative and
interesting that it compels reading.
Thirty in number, these diamond talks
might well be used as daily readings
for a month ; but keen-eyed teachers
and preachers could find there the
germs of lessons and sermons, too.

Footsteps to Peace. By W. WELBY
PrRYER. George Stoneman.

THERE is some precious truth in this
little book, but we are not enamoured
with it as & whole. We are not sure
that the author is right in assuming
that the second vessel the potter made
of the clay that was marred was
smaller and less elaborate thean the
first.

We believe that God’s second
creation is quite equal to the first.
He blessed the latter end of Job more
than his beginning. He has * turned
the curse into a blessing.” The
gecond Adam was superior to the first.
The restoration of Israel will be as
life from the dead. The Paradise of
the Revelation surpasses in splendour
the Eden of Genesis. The revolving
of the potter's wheel has confused
many people. We fear that these
footsteps, instead of conducting to
peace, may cause unrest. Christ is
our peace, and to all who believe,—

“The blood of Jesus whispars peace
within.”

Musings for Quiet Hours. By G. S.
BARRETT, D.D. Religious Tract
Bociety.

BRIEF devotional papers, which have
appeared in The Sunday at Home, and
are here reprinted as a small pocket
volume. They are neither deep nor
original, but gracious and soothing ;
meant, not to delight the mind, but
mainly to comfort the heart. To the
Christian compelled to be indoors, or
the sufferer lying in pain, these papers
will come with much gentle solace;
and, as such, have a very precious
ministry.

The Joy of Service. By J. R. MILLER,
D.D. Hodder and Stoughton.

ANOTHER of the charming series of
talks on Divine things that have made
Dr. Miller's name a household word
among Christians of all denomina-
tions. There is the same lucid ex-
position, beauntiful illustration, and
poetic touch which first canght the
admiring notice of his readers, and
which still commands their delighted
reading. Few volumes are so suit-
able as these for gift-books between
Christian friends; and this latest is
equal to its forerunners. Get it and
gee ; and you will agree with us,

Words of Strength and Cheer. Gathered
from the writings of PHILLIPS
Broors. By MAY COCHRANE.
R. D. Dickinson.

To those who have always enjoyed
the published works of Phillips
Brooks,—and they are legion,—these
extracts will come with great accept-
ance. An enthusiastic Churchman,
he was yet of such large heart and
broad sympethies that men of every
creed found in his teachings stimulus
and help. His very breadth was a
peril, seeming to make him careless of
all definite teaching; but it was not
really so. The living Christ was the
centre of his theology, preaching, and
life ; and this determined his view of
things practical. In this cowmpact
volume, the principles of the gospel
are mainly applied to the worker and
the sufferer, and always with much
wisdom and helpfulness. It deserves
to be largely sold and read.
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Household Prayers for Use in Family ; most part suggestive, and on all of

Worship.  With a plan of Daily
Bible-readings. By W. G. BLAIKIE,
D.D. Sunday School Union.

Ox the whole, a very good specimen
of written and prepered prayers.
Occasionally the language is stilted
and official, but generally it is ex-
pressive of the real needs of the heart
and life. Such books are poor sub-
stitutes for the free and spontaneous
offering of prayer; but, as a sub-
stitute, this will rank with most of
its class.

Short Chapters on Genesis, Adapted for
Use at Family Prayer. By Mrs.
G. E. MorTON. London : Partridge
and Co. Bristol: Mack and Co.

GENEsIs has received strange treat-
ment at the hands of the critics ; here
it is regarded as the Word of God, as
it really is. We are told, in the Pre-
face :—* No attempt has been made to
advance original ideas or fanciful
theories,” and after carefully reading
the book, we can certify that there is
nothing in it of the doubt-breeding
order ;—nothing is here said of “the
legend of creation” or of “ Abraham’s
mistake.” The Scriptural narrative is
treated as real history and matter of
fact. The old-fashioned faith of the
author is quite refreshing. The 112
chapters are brief, and designedly so,
as they are intended for use at family
devotions. The book may not suit
learned divines, though it would be
well if some of them possessed the
faith herein evidenced. It is a work
calculated to instruct and establish
the ordinary believer; its pages
abound with quotations from reliable
authors. We very gladly commend it
to our readers.

Our Daily Homily. By F. B. MEYER,

B.A. Vol II. 1 Samuel— Job.
Vol. ITI. Psalms—Canticles. Vol.
IV. Isaich — Malachi. Morgan

and Scott.

WE cordially commended Vol. I. of
this Daily Homily when it first ap-
peared, and we as heartily welcome
Vols. II., IIL., and IV. These daily
portions, though short, are for the

them there is the smell of Lebanon.

The Lord will Reign. By W. W.
FEREDAY. [rvingism and the Gifts
of the Holy Ghost. By D. M.

PanToN. Alfred Holness.

Two booklets by one publisher, but
widely contrasted in their theme and
temper. The first is a daring and
dogmatic interpretation of modern
events as fulfilling ancient prophecies;
the latter, a calm and dispassionate
refutation of the boasted miraculous
gifts and tongues of the Irvingite
Church.,

Of the first, we are far from being
convinced as to its soundness. Pro-
phecy and its interpretation is the
happy hunting-ground of every harm-
less lunatic who believes he “is the
man, end wisdom will die with him.”
Mr. Fereday may be the sanest man
alive, but he should learn to say *“ may
be,” and not be so positive where
others, who were quite as learned and
good, have blundered.

Of the latter, we greatly value its
calm examination of a fevered period
in Christian history, and commend it
to all who are in danger of similar
fanaticism.

Shall All be Saved ? Answered from
Scripture itself. By JoHN FoRBES,
LL.D.,, D.D. Aberdeen: John Rae
Smith. Edinburgh: T.andT.Clark.

THIS small pamphlet has too great a
reach to be disposed of in a summery
fashion. The criticisms on the obscure
and much-debated passages in the
third and fourth chapters of Peter's
first Epistle seem to us exceedingly
good, being both grammatically exact
and otherwise sound. But we cannot
follow the author in the speculative
trend of the remaining matter, seeing
that his Apocalyptic interpretations
are undoubtedly not only novel, but
hazardous. To make “¢he great tribu-
lation” of Rev. vii. an nfernal one,
is a tremendous leap—shall we say,
in the dark, or what ? In our judg-
ment, the learned author bases his
conclusion, if not upon assumption,
at all events on data so singularly
construed as to be uniquely his own.
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History of the Curr Crofts Baptist
Church, Armley, Leeds. By W.
SUMNER, Pastor. Hanson and Oak,
Armley, Leeds.

Ax interesting and concise account
of the formation and progress of this
Yorkshire Baptist community. If is
well that the records of our churches
ghould, if possible, be preserved, that
future generations may know some-
thing of the struggles and successes
of our age, and the character of the
saints of this century. Our Brother
Sumnper has done his work well, and
has produced a very readable little
volume.

The History of the Orkney Baptist
Churches. By Rev. H. HAaARrcus.
Ayr: David Hourston.

A SIMPLE story of sublime faithful-
ness to personal conviction, showing
how a few resolute men and women
can found and maintain a church
even against tremendous odds, if
they be Divinely-sustained. Scotch
Baptists must be as hardy as Scotch
firs,  or they would have been
swallowed up long since; but here
they live to tell the tale of their
upholding, and a deeply-interesting
tale it is.

John Bunyan, the Glorious Dreamer.
By LiNa OrMAN CooPER. Sunday
School Union.

SUcH a book well deserves & place in
the ‘“8plendid Lives Series.” Mra.
Cooper has been connected with Bed-
ford for twenty years, and for fifteen
of those years has read aloud The
Pilgrim’s Progress nearly every Lord’s-
day evening, so the task of writing
this sketch of the immortal dreamer
has been to her a labour of love,

John Stoughton, D.D. A Short Record
of a Long Life, By His DAUGHTER.
Hodder and Stoughton.

A FEW years ago, Dr. Stoughton
himself published his Recollections of
a Long Life. The present volume is
supplemental to that work ; and, * as
far as possible, avoids any mention
of the circumstances and characters
there described.” Mrs. King Lewis
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has lovingly sketched her father as
he appeared to his children and his
dearest personal friends, and has
recorded in an interesting fashion the
chief events of his long and notable
career. One reason why the book
should have a specially large circula-
tion is that the London Missionary
Society will directly benefit from
every copy that is sold.

Light on the Weary Path. A Con-
tinuation of ‘ Rifted Clouds,” the
Life-story of Bella Cooke. Edited
by Rev. JosepH PuLLMAN, D.D.
Hodder and Stoughton.

TH1s is a record indeed, far more inter-
esting than it is possible for any novel
to be. The volume is full of striking
coincidences, answers to prayer, and
Divine interpositions. God has greatly
honoured the faith of this afflicted
saint, and out of weakness she has
been made strong to testify to the
faithfulness and the lovingkindness
of the Lord. No description can do
justice to this beautiful record; it is
self-humbling, God-glorifying, faith-
strengthening, soul-rejoicing. It will
cheer and illumine many who are now
travelling “ the weary path.”

Hiram Golf's Religion; or, The Shoe-
maker by the Grace of God. By
GeorGE H. HEePworTH. R. D.
Dickinson.

HiraM GoOLF bears a great resem-
blance to our old friend Dan’el
Quorm, and, like him, belonged to the
aristocracy of the awl. Hiram was a
man of striking individuslity ; a deep
thinker, keen - witted, and tender-
hearted. He was well versed in
spiritusl things, and lived beneath
their power. Like all such characters,
he was self-assertive and somewhat
garrulous; but his queaintness and
evident goodness disarm criticism. His
influence upon his neighbours and
upon the young minister who settled
at Woodbine was most powerful and
salutary.

We are not surprised that this little
book has reached its 29th thousand ;
when it has attained its 100th thousand,
we hope its circulation will still go on
increasing.
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St. Kilda, and Psalms of Life.
W.J. MitLer. Elliot Stock.

Porxs, with much of lyric skill, fine
thought, and devotional feeling. We
fear they will not bring either gold
or fame to their writer, but they will
convey both instruction and pleasure
to all who read with mind open and
feelings pure.

By

A Methodist Doctor of ye Olden Time.
By A. LincoLN. Robert Culley.

A GOSSIPY, garrulous story written
specially for boys, but by no means
only for them. Some of the anec-
dotes are overflowing with humour,
and others decidedly queer; but all
of them are both interesting and
healthy. An after-dinner book that
will not scold you, even should you
nod.

Ronald Muirs Temptation. Stirling :
Drummond’s Tract Dep6t.

A smMPLE Scotch story illustrating
the familiar saying, ‘“ Honesty is the
best policy.” It is written specially
for boys, and must do good to any
who read it.

Wilt thou be Made Whole? By G.
McDouGALL. Hull: J. Franks.

ANOTHER of those wild, unbalanced
teachings, of the faith-healing school,
that wunsettles the confidence of
Christians, and causes the ungodly
rightly to mock at the,fanatical per-
verters of the truth of the gospel.

The recent disclosures about Christian
Science healing—the aristocratic twin-
sister of the ordinary faith-healer,—
have opened many eyes to the wild
delusions of these misguided men and
women, and should be the best anti-
dote to their blasphemous follies, The
best way to kill the evil is to leave it
severely alone,

The Pastor as an Evangelist, By
Rev. VALLANCE C. Coox. ‘‘Joyful
News” Book Depdt, Rochdale and
London.

Tnis peper laments the lack of con-
versions, and is an urgent plea with
pastors so to preach the gdspel that
they may be clear of the blood of
soule, and that sinners may be left

without excuse. It is a solemn and

timely appeal.

The Practice of Confession in the
Church of England. By FRANCES
Power CoBBE. Fourth Edition,
Revised. T. Fisher Unwin.

A PAMPHLET that ought to be care-
fully studied by ell who are in danger
of being snared by the growing
Sacerdotalism in the Church of Eng-
land. The ¢‘confessional” is -not’
merely a filthy abomination, but the
stronghold of priestly arrogance and
tyranny over the people. Here its
deadly and deadening influence is
exposed in a strikingly calm and
convincing fashion. The pamphlet
ought to be in every true Protestant’s
hands.

An Oxford Tract jfor the Times.
Three Addresses. By Revs. Law-
RENCE G. CARTER, JAMES CAVE,
and ForBES JacksoN, MLA, Ox-
ford : Allen and Co.

THIS “tract for the times” is the
kind of thing that is needed by the
times. The Church, the Priesthood,
and the Ordinances of the New
Testament have been sadly perverted,
and many have been turned out of
the way by the false teaching con-
cerning them; we have some hope
that, the worse things get, the sooner
will come the reckoning day; and the
remedy, though drastic, will be ap-
plied, and the Romanizers will be
driven to their own place.

Ouwr Church in Peril. A Divided
House; or, Facing Both Ways. By
CHARLES BuLLoox, B.D. ‘Home
Words” Office.

THE Church of England is, doubtless,
in peril; but we are thankful that
the Church of Christ is not in dan-
ger. The Church as established by
law is in great peril, for it is sadly
divided; and the sooner Disestab-
lishment takes place, the better
for that Church and for true religion.
Once it was its proud boast that the
Church of England was the bulwark
of Protestantism ; alas! it has be-
come the hotbed of Jesuitism and
Romeanism.
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Across Three Oceans and Through
Many Lands with Pen and Camera.
By FRED. REYNoLDS, Charles H.
Kelly.

A TRAVELLER'S tales that might have
been improved if more pains had
been taken in telling them. As the
book is intended for a school prize,
it ought to have been accurate. Still,
doubtless many a young reader will
be interested in the author's accounts
of foreign parts and people, and in
the many illustrations with which
the work is embellished.

Songs of Faith and Hope and Love.
By Mary BERTHA BRADFIELD.
Charles H. Kelly.

TroUGH not of the highest order,

these *“songs” will doubtless find

readers and admirers. They are not
all of equal merit ; and some of them
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give promise of even better work in
the future.

Seventy Sermon Outlines. By Rev.
HENRY WOODCOCK. Primitive
Methodist and Wesleyan Book-
TOOmS.

THERE is much material in this
volume which will be very helpful

to lay preachers and others. The
author testifies that he has been
greatly encouraged by letters of

appreciation which he has received
from many pastors concerning his
first series of outlines. We passed
that volume on to an earnest local
preacher, who declared that he found
it most useful. This series is an
improvement on the first, although
there are a few printer’s errors which
more careful revision might have
corrected.

Hotes.

‘We are glad to note the commencement
of the third year’s weekly issue of Pastor
Thomas Spurgeon's sermons, published by
Messrs. A. H. Stockwell & Co., 17, Pater-
noster Row. Many friends regularly read
the printed discourses of both father and son,
and we shall be happy to hear that their
number is greatly increased. We see that
the publishers can still supply the volume
entitled, Light and ove,— containing
twenty of Pastor Thomas Spurgeon’s
sermons,—at 2s. post free.

Another of our old comrades— 3. J. L.
Xleys—was ¢ called home ' on January 7,
It 18 nea.rli[forty-ﬁve years ago that he
first made Mr. Spurgeon’s acqueintence at
the memorable service at Tring which is so
graphically described in Vol. II. of “The
Standard Life.” In 1863, he joined the
Tabernaole Church, and entered the
Pastors’ College, and some four years later
came into still closer connection with the
beloved President ns his amanuensis and
literary assistant,—a position which he held
until his chief was promoted to the higher
service of the upper sanctuary. In the
Preface to The Treasury of David, Mr.
Spurgeon made special mention of the
labours of Mr. Keys in visiting the British
Museum end various libraries to collect
extracts from the works of all writers upon
the Psalms which might prove worthy of
Inclusion in The Treasury; and all” the
dear Pastor's publications for a quarter of
8 century passed through the hands of his
foithtul “secretary. Our brother was also
for a time pastor of the church at Whit-

stable, and afterwards at Lewin Road, .

Streatham, and he was associeted with the

early efforts to establisb a Baptist cause at
‘Wimbledon. January 31, 1892, was a dark
day to Mr. Keys,—as to tens of thousands
of others,—for he then lost his best
earthly friend. The lest seven years have
been more or less a time of struggle and
sorrow, and failing heelth, and we can only
rejoice that now he has entered into rest.

© lovingly sympathize with his widow and
five fatherless children, and pray the Lord
to comfort and bless them all.

Pastor Thomas Spurgeon conducted the
funeral on January 13 at Tooting Cemetery,
where Mr. Keys’ son—another of ** our own
men ’—was buried in 1889.

The operation that our BrotherJ. Manton
Smith had to undergo proved to be even
more serious than we anticipated when we
wrote last month’s ‘“ Note.” His left leg
had to be amputated above the knee: but,
terrible as such a trial was, it may prove to
be a great blessing by removing the dinbetic
trouble from which he has suffered during
the past few years. We connot yet be quite
sure that this will be the case, so proyer
still needs to be offered on his behalf. We
are glad to know that there has been a
generous response to the appeal issued by
Mr. Charlesworth and Mr. Fullerton, and
that Mr. Smith will thus be relieved from
financial anxiety during the time that must
necessarily elapse before he can resume his
work.

Tue *“ JorN PLOUGLUMAN "’ GoSPEL TEa-
PERANCE SOCIETY.—On Wednesday ovening,
January 11, the monthly meeting was held
in the College Conference Hall. Though
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it was a wet night, there was a large
audience, some having probably been at-
tracted by the announcement of an address
by a lady.-—Dr. Annie McCall, of Clapbam.
ATl who came were well repaid, for there
was much both to interest and instruct in
the speaker’s testimony concerning the
benefits of total abstinence. Several of her
hearers gave practical proof of their con-
victions upon the subject by signing the
pledge at the close of the meeting.

CoLLEGE.—Four students have Lecome
pastors since our last notice appeared ;—
Mr. F. Burnett, at Fakenham, Norfolk;
Mr. C. H. Clapp, at Horsham, Susses;
Mr. B. S. Morris, at Sherborne, Dorset-
shire ; and Mr, W. G. Scroggie, at Leytone
stone Road, E.

Mr. T. S. Burros is removing, from
Driffield, to Cottage Green, Camberwell ;
and Mr. W. W. Wilks, from Alnwick,
to Cinderford, Gloucestershire. Mr. R.
Smathers, late of Whitchurch, has gone to
Eye, Suffolk; and Mr. A. V. G. Chandler,
of Abbey Street, Bermondsey, is sailing for
Caversham, New Zealand.

Mr. John Clark has gone, from Bass
River, to Westchester Station, Cumberland
County, Nova Scotia ; and Mr. J. G. Potteris
going, from Agra, to Kalka, near Simla,
in Northern India.

ORPHANAGE. — Christimas- Festivities. —
All the arrangements maintained the
well-known traditions of former years.
The President and Pastor Thomas Spur-
geon, Beveral other members of the
Board of Trustees, and a goodly company
of visitors, were more than interested
spectators of the feast ; and they assisted the
members of the Staff in their efforts to supply
every guest with the good things provided by
the loving gifts of hosts of friends. During
the brief service of silent memory, which
always precedes the Christmas dinner at
the Orphanage, the Head-master mentioned
the names of some who have passed away,
and of others who were not able to join
the happy party at Stockwell. Silver
watches were presented to the premier boy
and girl by Dr. Soper and Mrs. James Hall
respectively ; and a writing-desk, given by
the President, was presented by Pastor
Thomas Spurgeon as a consolation prize to
the boy who was an equal favourite with
the one who obtained the majority of votes
securing the silver watch. Waas there ever
more vigorous shouting than was heard
as the old boys filed into the hall with the
plum puddings, and when cheers were
called for the donors of the new shillings
and all the other good things which made
up the fare for the Christmas dinnper of
1898 ¢

On the first Wednesday in the New Year,
the children entertained their friends to tea,
and a right royal gathering it was. It
would be difficult to say who were most
happy,—the children who played the hosts,
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the mothers and brothers aud sisters who
were the guests, oxr the members of the Staff
who were the servitors. It was, indeed, a

. very joyous time for all concerned; and

the gratitude of all hearts was resolved into
a psalm of thanksgiving. The New Yeur’s
collecting cards brought in by the friends
of the children proved a very welcome
thankoffering, for which the Managers are
thankful.

According to annual custom, the children,
together with the Sunday-school teachers
and the officers of the Institution, assembled

. in the Memorial Hall on Lord’s-day after-

noon, January 8, when a very inferesting
address was given by Rev. H. Woffindin,
M.A., Vicar of Holy Trinity Church, Tulse
Hill. A collection was taken at the close
for Dr. Churcher's Medical Mission in
Sousse, Tunisia.

The Cambridge Auxiliary promises to be
of great service to the Institution. A series
of meetings in the surrounding villages,
attended by Mr, Iverson and the bell-
ringers, revealed the wide-spread interest
in the Tebernacle and its many branches of
work, and especially in the Orphanage.
Such an example is worthy of imitation,
and we are anxious to know which towns
will follow such a splendid lead.

CoLPORTAGE.—During the past month, a
new District has been opened at Edenbridge,
Kent, under the superintendence of Rev.
R. Hill Powell. The colporteur has started
upon his work under promising circum-
stances, and we trust he has a most suc-
cessful future before him. A further new

- District is in prospect at Cheam, under the

auspices of the Home Counties Baptist
Association,—particulars of which we hope
to announce next month.

The Secretary had the pleasure of handing
to the President, Pastor Thomas Spurgeon,
upon his arrival at the New Tabernacle
Hall on Lord’s-day, Januery 1, a third
cheque for fifty guineas as a New Year's
greeting from the colporteurs fowards the
Tabernacle Restoration Fund.

In the various Districts, our agents are
taling up the work of 1899 with renewed
interest, and we are anticipating 2 year of
progress, prosperity, and revived spiritual
success. e have quite a number of
candidates awaiting appointment as col-
porteurs, and we are anxiously hoping for
guarantors to come forward, that new
lTocalities may be oFened up; and we are
also praying for enlarged funds to enable
the Association to fill every vacancy that
shall present itself. Contributions to the
General Fund are greatly needed, and will
be gratefully acknowledged by the Secre-
tary, Mr. Stephen Wigney, Metropolitan
Tabernacle Colportage Association, Pastors’
Collego, Temple Street, London, S.E.

Baptisms at Haddon Hall :—December
292, one; Christmas-day, three.
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IMutropolitan. Tabermacle Rebuilding Hund.

Statement of Receipts from December Tth, 1898, to January 14th, 1899.

£ a.d.
Amount previously ac]mowledged 6,087 3 8
Mr. and Mra, Osborn .. 110
Mr. J. Leaver 110
Mr. Mendham 100
‘Weelk-night collection at Albemarle
Chapel, bcalborough, per Pa,stor R. .
Wood - 386 0
A well-wisher . 100
Contribution from Bast Ham Baptmt
Church, per Pastor R. Sloan .. 2 20
Miss Haines 100
Collection at Prmces Rlsboro Bap-
tist Chapel, per Pastor F. H. Mark-
hem 110 0
Collections at Golcar Baphst Chapel
per Mr. J. Hirst 10 4
Mr. H. Gudarth, Seneka.l, Ora.nge Free
Btate . 500
Proceeds of sale of albnms, “ Pictorial
Recollections of the Metropoht.a.n
Tabernacle,” 9 copies . 1818 0
Present students of Pastors’ Co].lec'e 1017 0
Rev. A. Billington (Congo) 10 0 O
Derosit intereat ... . 7 8 4
Mrs. Oldfield 2 2 0
Professor A. McCa.lg, B. A LL D. 10 0 0
Miss Barah Belford - 2 00
M. K... .. 400
Collected at Surrey Sqmu-e M.ission,
per Mr. C. A. Pa.vei 10 5 0
Collectlon at Havelo Enghsh Baptlst
Chapel, Agm, per Rev. D. Jones 210 0
Per Mrs. C. H. Bpurgeon :—
Mrs. Foster, peer Q. Gfrahum 150
Mrs. Wright . . 100
- 100
‘Amounts under £1 017 6
4 2 6
Collection from Evangehsts’ Trzumng-
class, Pastors’ College .. 3 30
Mrs. and Miss Johnson ... 200
Bundey evening collection at Baptlst
Chapel, Queen's Road, Dalston, per
Pastor R. M. Snelgrove . .. 311 0
Ezxecutors of the late Mr. J. Fisher ... 20 3 3
Mrs, T. Wood, per Pastor F. Thompson 8 0 0
Anon .., 110 0
Collection at Mamt.ha.m Bsptlst Chapel.
per . R. Smith 115 0
Members of the Flower Girls' Chnstm.n
Mission ... 8 28
Mr. J. A. Groome ... e . 100
Mr. Damant and family .., w 112 6
Mr. and Mrs. Wilkins ... 5 00
¢ Anonymous "’ w B 0O
Mr. W. E J. Tuylor . 110
Contributions from Golden Lane and
Hoxton Mission Church, per Mr,
W.J.Omsman, J.P. ... 5850
President and members of Men's Bible-
class, South Btreet, Greenwich, per
Pastor C. Spu.rgeon . w 1010 0
Contribution from Baptist ‘Churdh,
Billesdon, er Pastor J. B. Field 110 0
Collected by Whataon 100
Mr. and Mrs. Ellery ... 200
Congo Balolo missionaries, per Mr.
wer 100
Contributions from Honor Oak Bnptmt
Church, per Pastor M. Cummu.\g . 880
Mr. F. E. Smith ... 20 0 0
Mr. Colin Fraser .. 100
Mr. John Bridson (Auckland N.Z. ) 100
Mr. and Mrs, Elmslie (Auckla.nd,N Z) 100
The Misses Daws, per Mrs. C.
Spurgeon .. e . 100
Mr. F. Fisher oo oo w 250 0

Friends in Scotlsnd per M.rs C. H.
Spurzeon ..

Mr. J. Dunean .

Mr. E. Faulkner ...

Metropolitan Tabernacle Coloorta.ge
Association Tabernacle Restoration
Fund (3rd instalment)...

Mr. C. A, Miner .

Miss Keys .

Miss E. Swain

Mr. E. 8. Best, per "Mr. G, C. Heard ..

Miss A. Pearson, per Mr. @. C. Heard

Trustees’ interest on Fire Insurance
Deposits to December 31st, 1898 ..

Mr. Bydawell’s class at Denmark Place
Institute ...

A.H. (Inboxat Co].lege)

Proceeds of sale of photos of rums,
taken by Mr. A. W, Lovell ...

Mr. Frank Burgess

Mr. George Foss, Natal, pet Mr. S. G.
Phipson ... .

Mr. C. F. Alldis

Readers of The Christian Herald

The Countess Mary Bievers, per Miss
F. M. Harrald (25 Roubles) -

Myr. John Line

Mrs. Roger .

PastorA w. Pa.yne

In loving memory of O. H. Spu.rgeon

Mr. R. W. Medhurst .

Further proceeds of pnvate snle of

A_work per Miss Bumher

Mr. S. Gregy or

Collected by Pastor Alexander Corbet
Bournemounth, including £5 from
Mrs. Garside . .

Miss Edith Higgs (C’h.ma)

Mr. Cerl P. Bickel (Hambu.rg)

Mrs. Rodway

Collection nt Chlppmg Norton~ Bnphst
Chapel, per Pastor E. G. Lovell

Mrs. M. E. Rayner, peers C. H.
Spurgeon ...

Boxes at Tabernacle ga.tes
Amounts under £1
Collecting Cards :—~
Master B. Broomfield
Miss L. Buswell ..,
Rev. R. J. Beecli?
Miss 8. J. Johnson
Miss E. E. Jones ...
Mrs. H. Pitt
Mr. G. T. Stevens..,
Miss E. Nicholson...
Miss M. Roberts ...
Miss Fairey
Mr. Spreadbury ...
Mr, Chas. Noble ...
Mrs. Ohas. Noble ...
Mrs. F. Wigney ... -

Miss A. Waite
Miss E. Davis
Miss C. E. Higgs ...
Miss Elliott ..
Miss Harrald v
Mrs. C. J. Reddali
Mr. E. May
Miss M. E. W'hyte
Miss A. Groser e . .
Mrs. W. Elsbury ...
Mrs, J. Turner
A friend ...
Mrs. M. Pilgrim
Mrs. A. Laing

.-
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X . £ s d. Collecting Boxes :— £ 8 d.
Miss H. Rigby ... 0 40 Mr. T. Cooper e w. 0965
Mrs. Knott ... 2 00 Miss Weeks 03 7
Mr. Jos. Ely . 110 Mrs. E. P. Hil ... w 0 8 @
Mrs. E. Ely... . 110 0 Mrs. Dyer . . 056 5
Pastor C. A. Ingram wr 156 6 Miss Blackman ... w 014 9
Miss A. Neale . 110 Mr. Eaton ... . .. 0 6 9
Miss C. Judd 0 6 6 Miss C. Radford w 0 4 8
Pastor T. H. Smith 0 $§ 0 | Mrs. Bullivant .. . 0 8 6
Mrs. H. Turner 07 6 _—
Miss Smith . 012 0 £7,425 4 5
Jiss Durrant 2 00 ——

& .
vy *
Pastor’ dLuIIege IMetropolitan Tabermacle,
Statement of Receipts from Dceember Tth, 1898, to January 14th, 1899.
£ s d. £ s d.
Contribution from Catford Hill Chapel, Collection at Salters’ Hall Baptist

per Pastor W, J. N. Vanstone . 215 9 Chapel, per Pu.storA A. Sa,va.ge w 2 41
Mr. W. Pitcher ... . 1 0 0| Mrs. E. M. Plumb.., 05 0
Mr. @. Osborne Neal . 2 2 0| HEK.. . 10 0 O
Rev. A, Blllmgton (Congo) we 5 0 0 | Mr. W,DPitcher ... 100
M.H.B.S.. - . 010 0 Mr., J. Wilson 110 0
Pastor F, Durbin ... 0 5 0 | Mr. E. Falkner ... 110
Mr. J. Mortimer .. 0 5 0 [ Mr.J. Brewer o 300
Mrs FElgee ... 010 6 | Mrs, Yates .. . .. 010 6
Mr. H. Donkin .., 10 0 | Rev.R.J. Beecliff .. 0 2 8
¢ Dear Granny” ... 100 Week.ly Oﬂ‘ermgs at Met Tab. :—

S.E.601 ... 0 2 0 | Jan. o 516 6
Mr. R Snelling ... . 10 0 0 ” 819 3
Iir. B. W. Medhurst ... 2 20 ” 15 218
Oollection at Peckham Park Road 1611 0
Chapel, per Pastor F.James... . 3 4 3 -
Mr. R. Brazil - . 200 £68 0 7
] wy - . . I3
']
Pastors’ ollege FWissiomary Association,
Statement of Receipts from December Tth, 1898, to January 14tk, 1899.
£ 8. d. £ 8. d.
Grant from Pastor T. Bpurgeon’s Birth- C.E, 1897-8... .. 0383
day Fund . e . 20 00 L. E., 1897-8... . 040
Per Mrs. T. bpu.rgeon. Mr. R. Brazil e 200
M. E. Johnson s o 110 Stadents of Pastors’ College, per Mr.
Mr. R. W. Harden - 110 Morris . 4 2 4
Mr. Russell ... . 010 0 For Christ's sake, per ‘Mrs.'C. H
Pastor J. Dickie ... 010 0 Spurgeon .. 0650
Mr. Seaton . . 010 0 North chhley Baptmt Sunday-school
312 0 Collecting Boxes, per Past,or J. I
Mr. Perey ... .. .. 010 g Bristow . ... we e ee 16 0 0
Mrs. Horn ... - . w 010 —
H. MeS. o . 06 0 £46 12 7
]
@he Stochwell Gryhanage.
Statement of Receipts from December 9th, 1898, to January 14th, 1899.
£ d. £ s 4.
Bessie o . .. 1010 O W. P.. Maraisburg we 2 00
Mrs. J. Shﬂ . . w 2 00 Miss Macduff w 2 20
Alr. F. Flanders .. . .1 0 0| Mrs. Mumby e e 220
Mi-s Irvine . 010 Mr. Hickisson, sen. .. 100
Mys. Kellla.r oo 030 J. L. ... prs . 0580
Collected by Mra. J. Beere . 1 0 0| Mrs. E. A. Holloway ... . 100
Mrs. Pickering .. 0 6 0 | Mr. H. Evans . .. . w 050
Mrs. Conway (in memory of her late Sixpence per week " . 160
dear husband) m 0 o Miss A. H. Morns... “ 010
Miss R. E. Taylor... . 100 Miss 1. Manning .. e 018 0
Miss J. Stewart ... .. 010 0 | Mrs, Knott.., 05 0
Mrs. and Miss Rouse ... o 0 2 8| The Misses A. J. and E. Gould 3 00
Mr. W. Price . . .. 010 0 | ‘I'he Misses Cunningfon .. . 220
Collected by Mra. Tullis .. 210 0 | Young Men's Bible- cluss, Belle Isle
Mrs. Latla ... . . 1 00 Mission, per Mr. Hearn . . 200
Mrs. Ellwood ... 3 0 0 [ Mrs. M. Pulmer ... . 100
Mr. T. F. Brook ... we e e 10 0 0 | Mr. J. 8haw e e 100
Mrs. A. G. Robins.., ... 85 0 0| Mr. L. Atkingon ... . 010 6




Miss K. Dale

Miss L. N. Furner

s, E. Jleﬂerys

Mrs. Boyle .. .

Miss E. Rlandel.l w

Miss Bowler
x[iel' Mies A, Tlmtcher _

Mrys. Mannington (Hastings) 0
Mrs. Mannlngton EIsﬂeld) 0
Mr. and Mrs. C. Mannington 0
Mrs. and M.I.SS Caﬂy-n 0
Miss Porter .. -0
Mrs. Guy ... 0
Mis. Thatcher ... 0
Mrs. Faulconer . R 0
Master Faulconer ... 0
Miss Thatcher 0

Miss L. A. Millen...
Mr. James Clark ...
Mrs. M. E. Poulter
Mr. C. Buchel
Mrs. R. Davies
Mrs. Hassell
Mus. F. Boulton
Miss Green ...
Mrs. H. E. A, Jensen
Miss Bates ... .
Miss E. Davies

Fillebrook J unior Soclety Chnsbmn

Endeavour
Miss Harding .
Mrs. R. Maidment
Mrs. C. Field .
Collected by Mrs. Blake
Mrs. Buckmaster ...
Mrs. Southwell .
Mrs. H. Windmill
Miss E. Jackson ...
Mrs. E. Hardy ...

Mrs. E. Hogg s

Master Johpnie Burt ...
Mrs, S. A. Reeves- Hughes
Mr. Joo. Lane
Miss L. A. Scott ...
Mrs. Southernwood

A.W., Doncaster ...
Mrs, Dunn ... .

Miss Seivwright ... .
Collected by Mrs Hillier
Mrs. E. W, Bell ...
Mrs. A. Alston ..,
Miss H. MoKelvie ...

Mrs. A. Jones

Miss F. Hail e
Mr. T. W. Denne ...
Mrs. E. Mackie ... .

Mrs. E. Y. Wilkinson
Mr. E. West
Mrs. A. Gould
Mr. Jas. Scott
Mrs. M. Bellyse
Mr. W. T. TFlew e
Mrs. E. J. Barnes ... o
Mrs. N. Mizen .
Mrs. Ridley...
Mr. W. J. Norton...
Mr. F. Hoy .
Mrs. J. Nicholl ...
Young lady trnct-d.lstnbutors
Mrs, T. Frohock)
Mrs. T. Frohock ...
Ay, and Mrs. Sloan
Miss J, Stevens
Mr. T. Bush
Miss O. B. Selfe
Stamps, Mastings ..
Stamps, Clllppmg Nortou
Mr. Blake ..,
s, Boulton e
Mr. and Mrs. Davis

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE.

Mrs. H. C. Marshall
Mr. W. Willett

Postal order, Leith
Miss Fort ...
Mrs. Neathercoat ..
0 Mrs. Fisher

0 Mrs. Daintree .
0 Mrs, E. Brightman
0 Rev. A, Sturge

6 Mr. J. Spencer
6

[}

6

0

8

[-X-2-X-X-¥-1 .
v ?
oncocoof

T. D. Ransford
W. 8. Hardy ...
Mr. Samuel Sharp...
Mr. E.J. Upward...
Mr. J. Harris

Mr. S. Comborouvh
Mr. J. E. Gaunt ...
Mr. E. Lapthorn ...
Mr. Bettinson
J.B.C.

Mr. Shlpton e e
Mr. J. Plumbridge
Mr. A. Hutton .
Mr. W, B. Weering
Mr.
Mr. F, Art)
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

RNV NDOTTOT;

13

*
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Drummond Grant
John Lewis

e

per Mr. A, N. Chew

-
-
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geon
Mrs. Jefferia
Miss H. Wood
Mr. J. Baxter
Mr. W.J. Suter

=
HH’SOMC@HBHQ MNO OO

Miss Cousin...

Mr. J. S. K. Moss ...
Mr. W. Hawkins ...
Mrs. 8. A. Biddle ...

—
“no

per Mr. T, L. V
Mr. W. H. Pan-y
Mrs. Page ...
Messre. Watney & Co
Mr, T. Church = ..,
Mrs. M. A, Seale ...

water, perS J.B.B
Mr. John Barnes
Mr. John Cave ...
Mzr. B. C. Forder ...

. R. Curtis .

-

et i

Mr. Jomes Fear
Miss R. Smith
Mrs. Conder
Mr. George Cox ...
Miss E. Spurgin
Mr. Mumford
Mr. J. Hart...

—

Col. R. Parry-Nisbet
Mr. 8. Hampton
Mr. E. F. Brook
Mrs. G. J. Otter
Mr. J. Wilson
Mr. Arthur Cave ...
Mr. Jas. Hill -

COOLMNN OCOOMOOOCONOCONTOCO-CNNRNMOGN

=ttt

Mi~: Vvill .,
Br. I'. Stocker
Miss Spencer

[
NOOHO

Collected by Mrs. H. Clark ...

Mr. Thos. Hurris, J.P.

Collected by Mrs. S. Hoyles

and Mrs. M. G, Hewat ...

Sir Jas. Colquhoun. Bart.

Lita.

Messrs. Thos. and John E Pe&ke

Mrs.

Collected at Sunday Evanmg serv:ces,
Boldiers’ Institute, Portsmouth, per
Miss S, Robinson

Mrs. A. Aston .

Mrs, M. Reid Sharman

Collected at Watchnight Semce Penge
Tabernacle, December 31st 1897,

Mr. H. B. Ferne, per Mr“J Al Spu.r-

Mundesley stswn Sunday-sehool
elm

Bible-classes, Talbot Tabemacle, Bn.ys-

cocoool
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94 STOCKWELL

Mr. 0. A. Harverson ... e
Mr. T. Hooley .

Collected by Mlss C. M. Stevenson
Mr. C. Vov\ey . . .
Mrs, E. Pullum .. -
Collected by Mrs. Laver

Mr. J. Goodchild ...
Mrs. Shilron we
Miss Mathew s
Niss M. Gartshorn
Mr. and Mrs. Saunders ...

Mr. W. M.Clow ..,

Miss Bovy ... . o

Mr, J. Bakewell ...
Mrs. D. A. Herschell ...
Stainps, Abe:deen

Miss E. Keyloe'k o

A courntry minister
Mr. E. A. sainsbury
Miss A. Mackereth
Miss E. Stokes ...

Mrs. Bossmgham
Mr. and Mrs. Rowsell ...
Mrs. A. Spear . e s

Miss Gregg ..
Mr. T. Bowler ...
Mr. J. Wilson
Mre. E. Sear . 010 0
Roise's money box 060

Mr. D. Binnie ... e o
R.and M. P. e
Mr. J. Newcombe .. e
Mrs. M. A. Chesworth ...

Mr. Clarke ... o

Mrs. W. Harris e
B. M. P.

Mrs. E. H. Williams

Mr. H. H. Dove
Mr. W. Parry
Mr. Jas. Hooker ...

P.0., Colchester
Mrs. Barefoot
Mrs. F. Grout

Mrs. Bowden voe
Collected by Miss D. Morris ... .
Collected by Mrs. B. M. Joh.nson
Mrs. M. A. Melhuish ..
Mr. BR. Btewart ...
Mrs. L. Marshall .
Deacons of Wxthm%on Congregatwnal
Church, per Mr. s

Mr. A. Davis
Mr.J. R. Read ...
H.H. K.

Young Women 8 Blblt;'-'cla.ss;" Carise
brooke Church, per Mr. B Edwards

J., Hamilton e o
Mrs. Gardiner s .
Per¥.R. T.:—
Mr. 8. Pewtress ... 050
Mrs. Keen ... 050
Mrg, B. Deacon ...
Mr. W. Mioging ... ..
Mrs, Dodwell, sen.

=
OCUMMHNOMIEORNAN NN FARHOLYWOINNNRANOO=HOD=O:

[
OOOoOOOOOﬁOOO‘OQOOOOmOOQOGOOOOOOOOP‘

OO0 CCOC000000C000OOCOCOOHIN - —iat?

-

[

-

[
© HNOPOPARNNOOONWULNRUOIONOAGLNNONOR®

[~ -t

[

HOO =000 COCO00OCOROMHOCOOOCO0OSHOOOOROOO®D
QRO oo

CRO COOO ONOOROAMOOCOCOOCOCOCOOOOOOCOORCCOO

—
O WO

omoo
Qo0

ORPHANAGE.

Miss E. L. Tarver...
Miss Wells ... .

Mrs. Bickle . .
Mrs. A. L. Larkam
Mr. G. M. Rabbich
Miss Brown -
Mr. R. B
Mrs. Tllcoc
Collected by Mr. J. W'luttal:er

Mrs. J. Stewart .

Mr. and Mrs. Bland

Miss F. E. Sippetts . ..

Mr. J. W. Wright... .

Mr. J. Niblett
Mrs. Smith . . .
Mr. W. Newton ... .

Collected by Miss N. Burcher ..
Miss S. Cabban ...
Mr, W. B. Mortimer ...
Postal order, Nuneaton ...
nl&ir JLDlgw]sionl:gh
iss t... .
Mrg, 8. Dales
Mr, C. Ibberson ... e
Iéllolﬁs H:dyléﬂ.lhm 7 P o v
ect y M. Pe
Mrs. Hawkes . nm.ng
Mr. Geo. Wood ...
Victoria Street Baptist Su.nda.y-school
Galashiels, per M.r J. La.mb Thomp—

son .

Mr. J. Mortimer ...

Mr. G. W. Camps ...

Miss M. Fraser ... .

Mr. W. J. Billing .. . e
Mrs. 8. K. Hullett .
Mr. W. N. Finlayson ...
Miss M. Holbrook ...
Mrs. E. Higgins ...
Messra, W. C. Jarvis &Sons
Mrs. F. Dodwell ... ..
Mr. Geo. Tolley ... o
Mra, Ironside e
Mr, J. O’'Gram ...

Mr. and Mrs, J. Parkinson
Collected by Mrs, Short .
Mr. W. J. Piexce ... e e
Mrs Kilborn .
Miss Kilborn

Mrs. J. Pepperdens
Mrs. J.F. Mills ...
Miss A. Marshall ... e
Mr. J. F. Pearmine
Mrs. 0. J. Porter w. o
Mrs. J. Dunbar ... o o
Mrs. Vague ... . ..
Rev. H. and Mrs. Vinoe ...
Mrs. Zuber ...
Mrs. Grout . o e
Mr. G. Taylor o

Collected by Mrs. Jephcoat
Collected by Miss K. M. Sivers.. .
Mothers’ Meeting, Garland Streot Bap-
tist Chapel, Bury 8t, Edmund s, per
Pastor 8. J. Baker ...
Mr. T. Cottam, J.P.
Miss P. Fra,ncis
Mrs. Hooper
Miss K. Butler ... o
Mrs. Barrat ..
Mr. R. ‘Wilkinson ..
Mra. J. Toller
The Misses Charles e
Mr. L. Clayton ...
Mrs. Cartwright ..
The Misses Wade “and” Keates, and
schoolfellows ... o
Postal order, Kingston .
Mra. Creasey
Children of Carrow Su.nday-schools,
Norwich, per Mr, W. Reeder...

[~7
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Mr. R. Lees.. e

Mr. H. T. Tlevamon

Mrs. and the Misses Kemp

Mrs. Wheeler

Mis. E. Ellison ...

Mr. W. J, Murphy
Wm. D

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE.

Mr.
Collected at Chﬂdren 5 Semces, Metro-
olitan Tabemaole Almshouses, per

GEboo

Miss Rlddell
Mrs. M. Rogers
Mr. E. D

Mr. Robert Inghs
Collected by Miss Hunter

Messrs, E. Edgley and Co.'s Coa.l.les'

box..
Murs. Chudley
Collected by Miss J. Darlmg
One who loves the children
Mr. and Mrs, W. Smith ...
Postal order, Perth
Mr. J. Har
Miss 'Bartlett

Mr.;Hutchinson ...
Mr. J. Briggs
Miss B. Thomson ...
Mrs. W. Francis ...
Mr. Sholto Steed ...
Mrs. Uridge .. .
Mrs, B. M Harrison ...
A. 0., Croydon
Mrs. E. 8. Best ...
Mr. W. A. Bradley
Stamps, Bognor
Mr. T. Weira, ...
Mrs. S. Heritage ...
Mr. A. G. Beeton ...
Collected by Mrs. E Powell
L. Wood

Nestorian ...
Mre, H. Pound .
One drop in the ocean

Miss M. Munro
Miss M. M. Hodges

Collected byMrs E P
Mrs. Willis . m
Mr. D. Maopherson
Rev. W. J. Mayers
Mrs. M. A. Withers
Mrs, E. Henderson
Mr. Kent
I-‘ostul order, Ludgnte Cu'cus
Mr. E. C. Messeder
Mr J ose:gh Hill
lott

ot

Messrs Wills and Packham. Ltd

Meesrs. Sharratt and Newth
Mr. M. Romang ...
Mr. W. Riddel ..,
Mrs. Cockburn ..,
Mrs. M. Walker ...
Mr. T, H. Woodeson ...
Mrs. Johneon .
Mrs. E. Gregory
Mr. J. Sims ..

E.and F.L. ..

Mrs, E. Collins

Pustor J. H. and Mrs. Ba.rna.rd

Mr. J. Wukefield
Mrs. Polts ..,

Mrs. E. Munton ..
Mies A. M. Richards
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Mrs, M. Skeet
Mr. J. Hillier
Collected by Mrs. L Powell
Mrs. J. Williams .

. 5.
Mrs. and Mias Sh mgton
Mrs. J. Everett a.rp
Mrs, @. Bantick .. -
Miss E. M, L. Roberts ..
Woodford Baptist Sunda.y-school per
Mr. W, French ...
Collected by Miss M. Beament
Collected by Master R. T Jackman ...
Mrs. W, Cliffe .
Mr. F. J. Rumsey...
Rev. E. Evans
Mrs. Liater ... [
Mr. G. Sturrock ...
Mr. A, Middleton ... .
S8tamps. Waterford
Mr. and Mrs, Milne
Mrs. Cornwell
Mrs, E. Plummer ..
Mr. H, P. West ...
The Misses K. and F. Pearson ...

sen

Mr. R. Casburn ... o e
My, J. Smith -
SM.IBSE Grant . e e

Mr. T. Rowe- Thomas
Pastor W. W. Blocksidge

Mr. and Mrs. F. M. Hny.

Mr. J. Simrson ...

Mrs. Rice and family

Mrs. Garside

Collected by Miss A. Walker ...

Collected by Mrs. Gregory

Collected by Mr. H. Smith

Collected by Mrs. Mott ...
Per Mrs. Mott ;:—

Mrs. Davies... . 100
Miss Hugger 010 0
My. D. Miller 0l0 O
A friend of the little ones’ 4 00
Mrs. Elgee ...

Pastor 8 T. ' Williams

Mrs. E. Cousens ..
Collected by Miss E. Burlexgh
Mr. E. Potter .

Mr. C. 8tockdale ...

Mr. T. Ackland
Iﬁirs Oliver ..

Mrs. E. Pen-yman
Mr. W. H. Warner .
Masters. A. and E. Mills.,
Mrs. Everett und son

Mr. J. Beaty

Mrs. Gilmour

Mias Brown...

Mr. J. B. Near

Mrs, Jackson

Mrs. Clover ...

Mrs, H. Jelley

Mrs. J. Dickerson ...

Mr. Frederick Cook

Mr. W. F. Godbey...

T. T., Newport

Mr. J Clark

Little Melton Mission Sunduy school,
per Mr. B. Carr .. e

Mcr. J. Barber . .

Mr. Henry Hill ...

Mrs. Wood per PastorF Thompson

Mr.J. B

Mr. J. Farrow
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96

Mr. H. W. Cowper

Mr. D. Boyd .

T.A L H.

Mr.J. H. Wale ...

Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Mamh
Mr. F. Gamman .
Mr. Alex. Law ... .-
Mr. W. Baddon ... . .
Mrs. L. M. Llewellyn .

Collected by Mrs. A. B‘ant
Collected by Mrs. Beaver
Mr. J. McIiroy . o

Collected by Mrs. Hayes
Mr. C. Chaplin ... -
Mrs. Bollard and friends
Collected by Mrs. H \Vatcon .
Mrs. Elford .. . .
R

'or the Orphanage
Mr. R. Admckag...
Mrs. Sanders . .
G., Clapham Junction ...
A cheerfnl giver ... .
Mr. R. Paterson

H. J., Cardiff .
Mr. A. Watson ... .
Miss Hardiman ..
Collected by Mr. P. s, ngney .
Mrs. J. Warren ...
Stamps, Swindon ... -
Mrs. Cross ...
Stamps e
Stamps, Dumba.rton
Mr. J, Spilman
Postal order, Beckenham .
Rev. J. Cockram ... v
Mr. E. K Stace ..

AMiss E. M. Scott .
Collected by Mr. E.T. Brown ...
Mr. W. Squib v wen
Mr. J. Brown
Mrs. Short ...
Miss B. Parkes
Walton-on-Thames
Miss M. Lang .
Mr. F. Bevan
A working-man .
Mrs. J. Carter
Brs. S. Langman ...
Mrs, W. Beniley ...
Mr. E. Beynolds ...
Mr. J. Bazley
Mr. I. Austin
Postal order, Wycombe

Mrs. E. Gardner

Arran.. o
Mrs. E. Bell
Mrs. Lambert
Mr. J. Jones
Mr. J. Van Toll ...
Mrs. E. Lugg .
Postal order, Folkestone. .
Postal oxder, Portsmouth

i\hss Pilcher..
Mrs. Allen ...
Per Mr. R. Giles :—

Sunday dinner-table box... 018 9
In liru of Christmas carde 050
In mewory of Bertie e 010 O
1n memory of Bertie’s mother 010 0

Wallington Baptist Chapel Suuday-
school. per Mr. A. Simonds .
Per 2Liss A. Duckett :—

Collected in Bible-class ...

11
Miss Duckett 1

00
00
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*Mrs. Dowling

STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE.

Mr. A. Bagster ... v
Mr. S. Jarvis o
A few friends at Downs Chapel, Ole.p-

ton, per Mr. W. Payne .
Mcr. J. Storey .
Mr. W, Jackson ...

Mr. W. Sommerville .
Collected by Mr. S. Church ...
Mr. M. Stroud o
Miss C. Thomson ... .
Postal order, Cowes

Postal order, Felizxstowe...

Mr. J. H. Eldridge -

Mrs. W. J. Cousins -

Mrs. E. Grounds ...

Mr. and Mrs. Moore

Mr. G. Fryer

Mrs. Buckland ...

Stamps, Redditeh ... .
Miss B. Blssett are

Mrs. J. W
(;onllected by Mr. W Britcher ...
Mr. W, Baldwin ...
Box at Orphanage gates ‘and office box
Mr. W. Spencer ...

Miss E. Farnfleld .
Rev. W. Jenkins ,.

Collected by Miss Powell e
Miss E. Kewer ...
Mr. 8. Priddy .
Mrs, M, Finlay ..
Mrs. J. Pilgrim ...

Mrs, M. E. Coatle ...
Mr. D. Gunter
Rev. 8. R. Young ...
Miss A. Hitcheock...
Mr. A. Stace o
Mr. W. Davies ...
Miss J. Chapman ..,

Mr. and Mrs. Kay...

Mr. F. Rees... oo

‘Wishaw Baptﬂst Bunday - school
Teachers, per Mr. T, Prenhce,]un....

‘Mr. and Mrs. Salmond ... .

Miss E. Macnicoll ..

Mrs. Harris...

A tha.nkoﬁenng from Miss M erght

Mrs E Hood
Mr.J.H. Mills .. - =
Miss F. Semark .. -
Mrs. A. Ja.rv:s
M.J.L. .
Mrs. J. Rice. .
Miss 8. Cs.rvelay e
Putton Mission Slmdn.y-school, per
Mr. S. J. Fowler... .
Mr. P. B. Robertscm
Miss Wood . .
Mr. W. Kemp .
Miss E. R. Simmons
Mrs. E. Sheppard, per Messrs. Pass-
more and Alabaster ... o
Sympathy, Birdsall e
Mrs. C. Richardson . .
Messrs. D. Campbell & Co. ..
Saltash Y.P.8.C.E., per Miss Downe
Stamps, Welwyn .
Master F. Miller
Mr.J.F, Ford ..
Mr. W. W. Wiley ... "
Mrs. Drummond ...
Collected by Mrs. W. Burnett ...
Collected by Mrs. Older ..

.

Mr. I Windle ..
Mr. J. Charters ... oo
Mr. J. South ..

Mr. G. B. Wakeham e

Mrs. E. Medway ...
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STOCKWELL ORIIIANAGE.

£ 8 d.

Per PastorE Bpur'm —
G. C. v 100
Mrs. “Plaxell . 010 0
Mr. A. Blaxell e 06 0
Mrs. Arnold . 200
Pastor E. Spurner 050

‘Miss D. Gordon ... .,

Mzr. E. Goodman ...

Batteraca Chupel Sunda) -schools, per
Mr. G. Rowley ...

Mr. G. 8. Stone ...

Collected by Mya. Nelson

Collected by Miss Wilson

Mrs. A. Barnard ...

Mrs, M. A. Wl.lmsl.\urst

Mrs. R. H. Smart ..

Duns ..

Miss 8. A. Harrison

Mrs. E. E. Heatley

Mr. aud Mrs. G. King )

Mr. and Mrs. Weekes ...

The Misses F. and 4. Weekes ...

Mrs. A, Gunter ... v

P. 0., Chiseldon .

Miss Mathew

* In memoriam” ...
Mis. E. Todd ..

East Marsh, Grimsby ...

Mrs. E. Wilmot ... .

Mrs. Keddie
Miss Vowles
Mr, D. Macintyre ..
Givls' class, Otley Sunday school per
the Misses Barker
Boys' class, Otley Sunday schoul per
Mr. G. Dennett ..
Per Pastor W. Sexton :—

Collected by Mr Page ... 1 110°
Collected by Miss Duft ... 0560
Collected by Master G. R.Bhaw i 4 0

Co]lected by Miss A. Westmore. .
P. O, Hayle
Mr. R. David
Mr. T. W. Benson
Mrs. E. M. Green..
Mrs. Spence
Mrs. W. Pritchard
Mr. Geo. Brown .
A sympathizer, Gln~g0\\
In memory of J. H.
Mys, Beall ...
Mr. R. Stowe
Mrs, J. Youens
Mr. M. Merry
Miss G. Sellers .
Mus. Kutherland ...
The Misses Hogg ..
Mr, J. Taylor o
Mr, W. Myntt.'s Sundny-;ohool class
Mr, C. E. Fox (for the mainteuance «f
three orphuns for o yem)
M. . D. Collen ..,
Mr. A. Briscoe ...
Mrs. S. A. Mitchell
Alr. R. Mather
Mr. A. Ross...
Mrs. Higgs...
Miss Sadler .. oo
Miss A. M. Sadler
Mr. Funnpell
M.H. B, B.
Ms, A Kelly
Mias Sadler
Miss M. Sadler
Miss F. Cook .
Mr. J. F. Aldrldge
Mr. J. 8. Bracher ..
Mrs, Orr White ...
Mr. A.J. White ...
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A reader of the Sword ana Tro'wel

Mr. R. Pope Froste, M.A.

Mr.J. Brewer . .

Mrs. W. Pipe

Collected by M.lssE 8. G'n'dlestone

Mr. E. Martell ..,

Mr. E. C. Bowtell ..

Mrs. E. A. Calder ... .

Employees of Messrs. Southall Bros.
and Barelay, per Mr. C. E. Naish ...

Mr. T. Fleetwood .. v

Pastor A. G. Haste

P.J. ..

Mr. T. Bedford ...

Mr. Joseph Busweil

Miss Ferguson

Mrs. 8. Bolton ... e

Mr, A. J. Fuxwell..,

Mr. G. Hendrie

Mrs. 8. James

Mrs. Yates ...

Mr. H. A. Hall ...

Mr. R. Howitt

Mr. W. Heywood ...

Postal order, Builth

Miss R. Daniell

M. A.C. -

One who loves God's chl.ldren ..

Mr. A. Carman

A friend -

Hamilton Baptxsn Chapel Sunday-
school, per Mr. W. Oarre Chrv:l:a.l

Collected by Miss E. M. Bush

Sandwich, per Bankers ...

Half-year s Interest on £o,000 Deben-
ture Bonds, Cory Bros, & Co., Ltd...
Miss Kemp . s

Postal order, Southwell

Mr. A.J. Burt

Townley Street M.ISSIOD, Wn.lworth per
Mr. A. H. Tomkins ...

Postal order, Ilkestone ...

Mra. M. A. Eaton ... . .

Rev. J. and Mrs. Dodwell

Miss A. Prentice ...

Baptist Sunday-school,
peer Ww. Thompson
S. K., Pewsey

sts Camps .

Mrs. W, Parnell's’ Blble-ola.ss, ‘Branlk-
some Baptist Chapel ... .

Mus. J. M. Hutton

Mrs. J. Clark .

Mrs. and the Misses Thompson

Collected by Mrs. Jones ..

Mr. J. Burgin .

Mr. G. R. Buber ... . .

Collected by Mr. F. R. Freeman .

A token of gratitude for the use of the
Memorial Hall lor 8.bbath servmes,
from a church-member -

Belfast o

Carol singers, per Mr. C. E. Beunett

Mr. W. McLaren ... -

Mr. G. F. Gold«pmk

Mra. 8. Bawtree .

Mr. F. Flanders

Mr. G Huntley
Per Mrs. Jumes Withers :

Mr, E. Harvey

Miss Mackrell

Mr. Jas. Scott
Miss Poate ...
Mrs. Iremonger
Messrs. Franeis Nlchullq Whlte, & Co.
Mr. John Jackson.. .
Qollected by Muster ‘A. I(mghl:

Mr. W. Q. Wilkins .
Readers of 2%e Christian IIe‘rald e
Collected by Mr. G. F. Smith

Helensbu:gh
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97
s. d.
00
o0
65 0
00
3 0
00
090
00
00
10 0

2 6
00
2 6
5 0

5 0

5 0
10 0
10 0
50
10 6

2 6
3 8
70
5 0
50
5 0
2 0

186
3 3
10 0

18
10
16 8
2 6
3 6
7 6
14 0

20

5 0

5 0

2 6
16 0
10 0

5 0
6 6

5 0

5 0

2 6

4 2

2 6

65 0
18 0

00

00

9 6

00

00

10

00

10

0 6
20
00

10

10
(V)
1 0

10
8 6
3
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Mr. C. L. Kaufmann
Coilected by Miss A. B Hill .
Mr. O. Trelease ...
Capt. C. Trelease ... e e
Mrs. M. Wild
Mr. D. Ball ... . ..
Mr. T. Davis
Miss G. Hall
Collected Ly Mrs. Coles ... .
Mrs, Williams . .
Mr. F. Rochester ...

Mzr. G. Baker . o

Mr. G. Barnes

Collected by Mr. Damant e
A.B.K.
\Ir J.J. H. Gardner .
Shirley Baptist Chapel Sunday-school
per Mr. H. Webster ...

Collected by Master C. Evelelgh
Mrs. Adcock

Mzr. James Robertson ...
\Ir J. Ballantine ... -

E.C.E.
Mr. R. M. Geonge .

Mrs. A. Sluce .
Hirst bunday-school class, per ‘Mr. W.
Andrew

zpouvcol®

- [~ — -
COIRDUNNDIN

—

Valindre Baptist Chapel, per Rev,
W, G. Mansfleid.,

Treasurer, Metmpollta.n Tabernacle (in
re Sunday services held in Memortal

Hall)

Miss L. Dawes .., o

Mrs. M. O. Sellar ... o .
G. D., Ashton-under-Lyne .
South Tottenham . .
Mr. C. J. Woodrow .
Mrs. Dagster
Miss Hewlett .
Miss Bilcher
Mrs. Harvey
Mrs J.George ...
Ediaburgh ...

Mr é A. Cousens .
Mr. W. W. P, Wl.llmms...
Mrs. E. Mills s
My, T. J. Ball
Miss Gilbert
T. L.

Mr. R.'W. Medland’ e e

Mr. R. Gtallwood ... . o

Mrs. M. Clarke

Hardway DBaptist Su.nday school. per
Mr. R. Gamblin ..

(= ==

-; NONONOOO=A SN NON=NO~NO

OOoOCHN OUWNURN NN LG WO=T~

OO COOOOTIMOCOCOO OSSO CROVCCOOOOCOCROD O M O FOSCOIOO NSO O00O0NOCOCRODIROROSROORO

£ d.
b I\
1 7
0 0
1 0
0 6
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 [ 0
0 6 1
0 0 2
0 o 0
0 6 Q
[\] 6 0
0 0 1
1 0 )
0
0 0 3
0 [ 5
0 s 1
0 0 0
0 0 1
0 1] 2
1] 0 0
0 6 0
0 o 0
Mrs. H. Goodiff 0 0 | Collected by Miss Mason 1
Collected by Mrs. R. C. Allen ... 012 0 Ledburn Baptist (,hapel, per Mr H.

Ellis ... e 0 0 Varney .. v 10
Miss 8. C. Greenlees .. 0 0 | Mr. and Mrs. H. Rogers o . w 20
Mrs. S, Harris and friends .. 010 0 Mrs. W, Biggs . 10
Collected by Mrs. T. Rossiter, at Mrs. H. Lake ve 0 4

Brockley Baptist Chapel . 817 0 Miss M. McEwing ... 2 0
Miss Scoles ... . e 1 0 | Miss M. H. Mitchell 10
Mr. C. Pinnell 2 0 Mr. Jas. Millard ... e e 0 6
Mr. J. E. Perraton 2 0 C.F.F 0 2
Mr. W. Rudd 010 0 | Houston Free Church Sabbath- school,

Mrs. . Hodges e 0 2 86 per Mr, J. Mackay, juua. . 010
Mr. 8. Pearce o 012 0 | Moiety of collections, week of prayer,

Postal order, Goswell Road ... . 0 26 Teignmouth, per Pastor8.J. Thorpe 0 7
Mr. J. Kemp n ... . 0 5 0 | Mr. Simplin’s Bible-class, Lansdowue

Mrs. Talbot .. . 05 0 Chapel, Bournemouth .., 10
Mr. W, Dyer 050 ‘Watch-night service, Baptist Cha.pel

Collected by Miss 8. A. Johnson' 012 6 Paignton, per Pastor W.F.Price ... 0 9
Mr. R. Siesons ... . . w 0 3 0 Mrs. 5. F. Clements e e . 2 2
Miss L. Rogers .. . .. 0 2 6 | Stamps, Chipping Sodbu.ry 0 2
Mrs. J. Bcott e w 2 0 0 [ Mr. vans ... 05
Mr. D. Szunders v we o 0 10| MrA. Jung[lng o e e . 20
Miss J. Allan o e w 0 3 0 | MissF, Perking .., w 010
Dear Grann . s w 1 0 0 | Mr. H Holt .. v w 10
E. and R. Ward v w 010 0 Mr. A. Saville e or e . 06
The Misees Evans and Odell ... w 012 0 | Mr. W. Barritt ... o w 010
Mr. O. Barfoot ... o . 020 Mr W. Potter e ™ TR U |
Mrs. E. A. Millar ... - w 050 . ene e o we 11
Collected by Miss J. Permaine .. 018 0 Mr J. Gavet . 010
‘Watch-night service, Wondvills Road, Mrs. E. llman ... s w . 03

Cardiff, per Mr. W. Morris ... we 1 0 0| Mrg, EEM, Plumb... & .. .. O &

Mr. J. Lister . 110 Mrs. Standen .. e w 0 2
Mr. D. T. Davies .. P o w 010 0 Collected by Mrs. Davis .. 0 8
Mrz. Davies... w. 010 0 | Baptist Sunday-school, Lossnemouth,
Mise M. N. Davies 050 per Mr. W. Smith o 10
Mr. C. Martin 076 Mrs E. Yallop ... 10
Mr. H. Purcell 0 6 0 | Mr.J. Webb 08
Parsons Heath Sunday-=chool peer Shaftesbury Mission Hall Slmday-

H. Letch .., ... 016 3 school, per Mr. J. Blackman... .. 011
Mr. H. Letch 010 0 | Mesgsrs. F. Foulger and Co, o 22
Mr. J. Letch 0 5 0 | Mr. L. W, Barton ., v e e 10
Postal order, Newmﬂ-ton e W 010 0 Mrs. Spooner e . 11
Mr. J. Beckett ... . 110 C.8. e o w 010
The Misses F. and L. Km 0 7 0 | Mra E. Doushty e 010
‘Watch-night service, Northcote Baptwt Miss I'. Haynes ... . 010

Chapel, stockton-on-Tees, per Pastor Collected by Miss IV, Turner . 015

‘W. Lawrence Tweedie... . w. 0 7 6 | The MissesE. A.and E, Dunstan ... 1 0
Mr. Jarnes Wilson.. we 010 0 Mr. W, J. Lewis .., w 22
Cotswold .. ... 5 0 0 | Collected by Mrs, Cole ... U )
Mr. T. H. Howell JP. .. 2 2 0 | Mies 8. Robinson .. e w 5 0
Mr. Williamn Rm.ald 110 0 Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Gomnge . 5 0
Mr. William Phillips ver 1 00 Collected at barn serwces, per Mr
Ellesmere Port ... 0 2 6 E. J. Gorringe ... . 2 8
Mr. J. Luckham ... o w 010 8 | DMr.T. Butcher ... 2 2
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Mrs. Dunlop e
Mr. 8. F. Hurnard
Mrs. E. Barns
Mrs. E. Jefferies ...
Mrs. E. H. Walton .
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon:—
Miss Ollard ..
Mr. C. Foater
Mrs. Nag!
Mr. T. Underhlll .
Master Stanley Long ...
Mr. G. H. Bidd]ecombe ...
A friend from Bedford ...

| mnoomrmoo
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Mr. J. Bettinsou ...
Mrs. E. Andrews ... .-
Mrs. Leaver P
M. A,, Barnard Castle
Mrs. Van Rijn ...
Collected by Mr Trueman
Mr. E. Sowte

Esxecutors 0( the late Dr., Andrew

Fergus
Executors of the late Mr. John Fisher
Trustees of the Delmar Charitable
Trust, per Mr. Henry Verden -
Executors of the late Mrs. H. Downie
Executors of the late Miss Timms ...
Meetings by Mr. Charlesworth and the
Orphanage Choir:—
Pembury .
Portsea
Hastings and St. Leomuds
Eastbourne ...
East Hill Chapel, Wandsworth
Crawley
Christ Lhu.rch Westmmstel PS.A .
Tunbridge Wells .
Southsea ...
King's Own Mmsxon. pe_r Mr. Q. L.
Heatley ... .
Kenyon Bapnst Cha el .
Lambeth Work.house (per Miss Hl"‘g‘s)
Mr. Z, Spiers (Camberwell)

Park Chapel Guild, Camdea Town
Roupell Park Chapel Tulse Huil,
Mr. and Mus. George Higgs ..
Mount Zion Chapel Sundu.) -scl ool

‘White Lion Street
Orphan Boys’ Cards (as per listh
Orphan Giris’ Cards (us per list)

Christmas Fesiivities Fund :—
Bessio..
Mrs. J. Stlﬂ‘ “
Mrs. J. R. Huywood
Miss Gregory
Mrs., Warriner
Mrs. G. Howes
Mr, W. Farse
Miss M. Bashaoll
Mrs. E. Warmiugton
Miss R. L. Thompson
An old friend .
Mrs, E. Clover ...
Miss Sheppard and fnend

p.e-r

Mr. T. Skelham
Miss Swift ..,
Miss L, M. Walker o
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Trowel
A worker ...
Mr. E. Vincent
Endymion
Miss Watts ..
Mrs E. W, Lock
Mra. B. Fox .. e
Anon.

Mrs. C. H. Gibson..
Mr. H. Proctor
Mrs. E. W. Bell
Miss F. Hall
Mr. T. W. Denne ... ...
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Mrs.
Mers.

M. Brake
Burdekin
Mrs. B. Veall
Mrs. E. Workman..
Mr. G. T. Clarke ...
Stamps, Chipping \odbury
Miss R. Hockin ..
Stamps, Bridport ...
Mrs. Harvey .
Mrs. J, Goldsworthy
Mrs. and Miss Lang
Mrs, Gibb, sen. .
“'I‘nnbndge Wells"
A widow's mite ...
Miss Marr ..

Miss Jackson
A.B.C.

Mrs. H. C. Brown ..
Mr. H. Alexander...
Miss Clout ...

Mr. W. A. Nathan
Mrs. E. Roberts

Mr. W, Vincent ...
Miss Keetch .. -
Mr. W. 8. Hardy
Mr. Samuel Shurp
Mr. Bettinson .
Mr. A. Hutton ... .

Mr. W. H. Wilcox
Mrs. Whittle
Mrs. H. Crowley ...
Mrs. Lane ... .

Mrs. Jefferis

A friend ..
Miss N. 8tocker
Mrs. Page -
Dr. J. A. Dunbar ...
Mrs. T. Garnar

Mr. Geo. Cox
Mr. Chas, Churchill
Mrs, E. H. Edwards

Mr. Mumford
Mr. J. Wilson
Mr. B. Phillips
Mr. Arthur Cave ... .
Mrs. A. Cuoch

Mr. F. W. Trotman
Mr A. Hobson
Mr. F. Fisher ove
Mrs. Royce ... e
A country minister
Mr. T. Stringer ... -
Mrs. C. Stopford ... .
Miss Gregg ...
Mrs. Wilshere -
Mrs. D. Sharpe
Miss Larcombe
Mr. W. Wiles
Mrs. M. Bedwin
Mrs. J. Martin = ...
Mr. W. Markram ...
Miss Slader...
Mr. F. Patterson ...
Mr. J. Grunt .
Mr. J. Miller
Miss Beddome
Mrs. Guthrie
Mrs. Barrett
Oliver
Mrs. Bllllng and farmly
B.J.T.

Stamps, Stough ..
Mr. C. F. Alldis ...
Mrs. M. A. Melhuish
Mr. R. Stewart ...

Miss Wells ...

Messrs. Geo. T. Cox & Sons. Lid.
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100

Mrs. Bickle .. .

Mrs. A. L. Larkem

Mr. G. M. Rabbich

Miss Brown .. .
Per Miss Tarrant :—

Friends at Woolwich

Mrs. Rogers...

Miss Tarrant

[=R=g~]
k-]
=

Mrs. Grange
Mrs. Pleasant
Mr. J. Cutler
Rev. J. F. Linn .
Mr. Durrant
Mrs. J. Roberts ...
Mr. W. Loveland ...
Mr. and Mrs. Crees
Mrs, M. Phillips ...
Madam Bodda .

The Misses Speh ...
Postal order, Peckham ...
Postal order, Wn:nbledon
Mr. D. Parkins -
Mr. J. Emeny
Mr. 8. Coles...
Mrs. Hawkes
Mr. Geo. Wood ...
Mr. C. Le Quesne ...
Mr. J. Lambrick ...

Mrs. E. Porter

Mrs. Mitchell .
Mer. C. Scruby -
The Misses Rowla.nd

Mr. J. Foulkes ..
Miss A. Davies
Mrs. Stevenson
Mr. R Jones
Miss M. Fraser
Mr. Hartswell
Mr. H. Hurrell ...
Mr. J. Warren
Mrs. W. Bmith ...
Mr. W. N. Finlayson
Mr. and Mrs. Clow
Mrs. Ward .. -
Mr. H. Stevenson
Muys. J. Toller
Mrs. L. Bush e
Master E. Knight ... -
Mr. C. Hooper
Mrs,. Jones ...
Miss A. Baker e e
Miss Scarf ... -
Mrs. O. Nock
Baptist Sunday- sehool
per Miss Mason ..
Mr. F. Errey
Mr. J. b. Elgar
Mr. L J. Carter
The Mirges Ho:ton
Miss M. Twmnbull ..
Miss Moree, peer J.T. ‘Dunn
Mr. O. Clabon - .
Mrs. Beed ...
Mr. and Mrs. Lee ...
Mrs. C. May... .“
Mrs. A. J. Wallace
Mrs. Ives
Collected by “Miss E. M. Kite ..
Mr. G. Tingey .

Waté-r.beaci;:

Mra. E. Brieriey ...

Miss M. Payne

Mrs. M. 8peed

Mr-. Renshaw and Mrs. McLarm
Mr. L. Clayton

M.ru Creascy

Bittingbourne Baptn,t Tabernacle Sun-
day-school, per Mr. H. racker

Mr. E. Davxs

Mr. ¥, T. Tucker ...

Mr. P. Barlow
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Mr. E. Frisby .
Mr. and Mls G. Pamton...

Mr, G. W. Skeats .
Mre. G. Colyer .
Mrs. Fakeley and falmly...
Mr. Welman
Mrs. Lees ...

Mr. J. \Vest...

Mrs. Broom ..

Mrs. Pierce .

Mrs. Hemslev

Mrs. Trotter and Miss Stapleton
%Ilss Attfeld
I

A L.

Mr. W. Mitchell
M_rs Sheet, ...

. G. B. Vanheson
Mls“\ Brilgeman
Mr. D. Macrherson
Mrs. M. Walker ... s
Mr. T. H. Woodeson ...

Mr. J. C. Smith
Mrs. Tutton
Postal order, Pang ‘bourne’
Mr. E. Jones
Inmemormm, M. L M.

.o s

Orphan -,
Mr. N. H. Saker ... .
Mrs. 8. Pocock .

Mrs. Hertzell and Mrs. Mulhson
Mr. J. Riley...

Mr. F. Prior .

Mr. E. P. Woodeson

A reader of the Sword and Trowel
Mr. J. Ollington ...

H. M. F.
Master E. and Miss M, Barritt
Mus. E. Sneezby

8t. Helen's .., fe

Mrs. A. Butcher ... .
Mor. Bromage
Mr. J. Wood .
Mrs. A. Willmott ...
Mr. and Mrs. Louch
Mrs. W. Paxman ...
Mr. A. Drayson ...
Mre, and Miss F. B, Huy

Mr. E. Gartett ..,
Mrs. Rice and family ... e
Mr. E. T. Stone ...
Mv. F. Higgs

Mr. J. Pilley
Anu Ealing friend ...
Miss E. Swain e
Master B. Clare ...
Miss Proudfoot ...
Mr. H. Hadden ...

Mrs. Barrow
Mrs., Wilson
Mr. P, Exton

Mr. W, F. Godbey...
Mr. J. Barber .
A friend at Costers’ "Hall
Mr. G. Lawrence and friends ...
Mr. J. Macbeth .. e
Mr. and Mrs. Gaunt
Postal order, Bedhnmpton
Mr. J. Mclroy ... .
Mr. E. Brouard
Mr, J. Stevens ...
Mr. G.Bhepherd ..,
Mrs. Mumford ...

Collected by Miss R. Patlen
COollected by Miss Fox

Mrs. E. Btraw -
Mrs. Martin -
Mrs. Bhort ... s
Mrs. A. E. Franklin
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STOCKWELL ORPIUANAGE.

Mr. C. Bayes
Mr. F. L. Hurst ...
Master C. Palmer ...
Mrs. Chapman .
Miss D. Leng
Mr. W. Johnson ...
Mr. T. Basson .
Mrs. 8. Anthony ... o
Mr. J. Aldington ...
Mr. Broughton
Mrs. H. Stephens
Mr. H. Dean
Mrs. R. Morris
Miss N. Clark
Mr. W. Reeves
Mrs. Freestone
Mr. J. Watts
Mr. B, Lod .
Mrs. Norledge .
Mrs. C. Patterson
Miss Pilcher
Mrs. Gardner
Mrs, Allen ...
Miss C. Thomson ...
Mr. W. Spencer
Mr. A Clay
Miss E. Farnfield .
Rev. 8. R. Yuung
Mrs. E. Qibbs
Miss Keal .. e
Miss Ryder ...
Miss E. Bowyer ...
Mr. G. B. Wakcham
Mys. E. MeClure ...
Mrs. A. Emmett ...
Boyer Street Baptist Mission Suuday-

school. Derby, per Mr. S. T. Hudson
Miss J. M. Hutton
Mrs. IE. M. Day
0. F.
Miss J. Wood .
The Misses E. A. and E. Dunstan
Per Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon :—

Miss Norris i

A poor mdow, per Mr. T.

Foottit .

100
010

RMessrs. Alabaster, Passmore
and Sons (8 new a):ullmg tor
each boy) ..

The Tru.stees of the Orphnunge (n. new
shilling for each girl) . e
Christmas Dinner Table Lallectmus —

Per Mrs. J. A. Spurgeon..

Per Miss Harrald :—

Jugior C. E. 8. ., DBeulah
Baptist Ohapel, Thomtou
Heath
0l2 3

C.E. S and frienda

Btamps, Earl’'s Court ...
M. Fairweather .
Mys, Kirkpatrick ..
Per Pastor W, Unher, M. D
Stamps, Birkenhend .
Mr. J. Bullivent
Mr. D. J. Ogilvie ...
Envelopes given to Secret.uly
day, December 25th ...
Per Pastor T. Spurgeon :—
Bedford Street, Btrand
. Donaldson

Miss E. Weller
iss Warren

Mrs, Claridge

Mr. W, Ward and fnmlly
3. C. D. Le Fcuvre
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Rev. W. Dorey
Mr. C. Houper
Mrs. Gardner
Mrs. F. R, French...
Mrs. Curtis ...
Stamps, London, S.W.
Per Miss Ward
Mrs. Whitney
Pastor W. Stott
Miss Davies ..

Miss N. Kemdge
E.H.B.
Stamps, Hol oway
Mrs. A. Oddy .
Mrs. Phillips .

Rev. E. W. and Mrs. Matthews
Postal order, Clapham Road
Mr. and Blrs. Rushworth
Postal order, Stroud

Stamps, Haverhill ...

Miss M. Draper

Stamps

Mr. J. Chamberlain

Mr. G. D. Rewmington

Masters C. S. and V. L. Jones ..

Mr. and Mrs. Muanday

Mr. W. Sanders ...
Mrs, Banyard -
Per Pﬂ.storA E. Johnson
Miss QGray ...
Mr. E. Frisby

Y.PS.C.E, Queen's Road BAphst

Chapel, Wallmgton, per Mr.
Armitage ... .
¢ Little Gwen” ...
K. G., Bwansea
Murs. Mitchell
Mrs. A. Ives
Miss Groves ..
Master R. Hadland
Pastor W. Colin Bryan
Mrs. H. Knee
Miss C. J. Spurgeon
Mrs. R. Apgus ...
Mra. Brooking
Mrs. Bmgham
Anon..
Miss Gurteen
Mrs. A. Gould s
Mrs. E. Bowyer ...
Mrs. W. Coombes.. .
Miss C. Des .
Per Pastor C. B. Bawduy
Mrs. Long ...
Miss .. Harrison and fricnds ...
Stamps, Chelmsford
Peor Pastor G. Hunt Rumsey ...
Per the Secretary, Metmpohtm Taber-
nacle .
Miss Cockshnw .
Miss M. Alderton ..
Per Pastor @. H, K.llby
Mr. W Milstead ...
Mr. E. B. Creasey.
Mrs. Layzell and fnends
Young Men's Bible-class, H:ghguta
Road Chapel, per Mr. C. Weight ...
Brentford, per Pastor T. G. Pollard ...
Mr. F. E. Blackaby
Per Mrs. Barrow ..
Mrs. Coleman
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J. G. Van Rijn, “In

memory of the Rev J. @. Van Rijn, instead of
a legacy,” £107 0s. 0d. Egyptian Unitled Bonds.

iO’ phan Bm/.v Collecting Cards:—Adams, R., 58 8d: Bartlett, C., 18s 6d ; Barpard, P., 4s 8d;
o

f 1s; Balderston, L., 7s 6d; Ba.rton.C £1 4s; Burgess.J 8s; Bray,S 6s 6d;
Bo«idy,w 8s 04; burlemm H., 43 44; Burnett R., 81 18 9d Bux, J.,

Butler,

183 Zd Boots,



102 STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE,

F. 8, 5s6d; Burton, A,, 35 6d; Beazley, H., 7s ; Brand, A., £1 1s 2d; Beckett, P., 53; Bradl
6s; Baggaley, J., 10s 6d; Barrow, J., 2s 1d; Biakeley_ F., £1 14s; Cﬁrtis, J., 'e1 is; 'Chapm:z: ll;.'
£11s; Cooper, B., 4s 7d; Clayton, T., 19s; Cracknell, E., 58 9d; Clark, 8., %s 6d; Durrant, H, 4s;
Day, C. W., 5s; Darby, R. 5s; Dubensky, E., 33 7d; Davies, W., 1s 6d; Daauiels, M., 6s; Edw Y
C., 83; Lverett, E. L., 2s; blkms. 8., 7s 6d; Elding, A. 0., £1 18s; Fuller, W. J., £1 1s; Floyd, T.
14s; French, 8., 2s 6Q; Garton, F., 4s 6d; Goodyear, P., 49: Goodwin, W., 16e 9d; Golds, W, l&s;
Galiop, C., 10s; Huggett, F., 10s 6d; Halsall, J.. 10s 6d; Hyne, F. Q. £1 1Is; Holland, A., 3s 6d;
]glentage. W., 38s 94, Hunt, E., 59; Harris, F., 63; Jago, 8., 93 1d; Jifkins, W., 17s 7d; Jones, T.,
£1 1Is; Johnfon, A. 8., 16s;; King, F., 7s 6d; Kirkpatriok, W., 14s; Locke, 8., 48; Linders, A, ls;
Lowe, H., 17s; Laslett, A., 95. 6d; Levi, V., 43; Leak, A., 68; Madder, F., % 6d ; Martin, 0. G 3a.
I\oble,_A.. £1 1s; Nubbs, W., 16s; Ollett, A., 6s; Preston, V., 168 ; Parrymore, W., 158 6d; Pepler,
L., 63 7d; Patient, T., £1 18; Prichard, D., 8s 3d; Pearce, L., 38 3d; Pearce, T., 38 3d; Page, J.,
£1 1s: Partridge, G., 16s 6d; Platt, A., 4s; Peters, G, 93; Rogers, H., 8s 2d; Rooksby, F., £1 Is;
Sheath, F., 5s; Slade, H., 5s; Sharp, L. N., 10s; Swain, F., 158 3d; 8wan, B., 6s; Stradwick, F.,
10s §d; Simmonds, G., £1; Shaw, W, 3534 ; Smiti:, 8., 25 6d; Smith, W. A, €1 1s; Stanpard, W.,
7s 64 ; Stark, C..10s; Tarrant, H., £11s; Temple, A., 123; Tansley, H., 12s; Trinder, G. D, 1s 6d;
Talbot, H., 6s; Utton, A J., 4s; Upton, Ww., 13s; ’Va.rney, A. W., 3s6d ; Voysey, E., 10s; Verco>, H.,
73: Viney, P., 2s 6d; Witney, T., 10s; Wilby, B., 16s 6d; Wilite. F., £1 18; Wyard, J., £1 5s;
T‘g?;tt%elg, J;:,l2f; Vg\:}xl;ttg E. E]‘I., szi Ygﬂgﬁmsx'int 148'1;‘ ‘Warburton, C., 2s; Williemson, A., 2s;
vatt, A., tH rew, H., s 9d; Wa) .y B9 B ; f H
Wickens, G-, 5. Total £61 5s 7d. ' % T o Woods, W, bs; Weston, H., 30 &1

Orphan Girls' Collecting Cards:—Ayling, A., 1s 6d; Ashton, K., 10s 6d; Atkin, M,, 14s; Atfleld, F.
8s9d; Ayres, E., 4s; Birch, K., 2s; Barten, E., 33; Brooking, F.and N., 12s: Bihicrosan, U?.’sd
Ben_tall B., Ys; Birch, A., 12s; Bradford, E., 5s; Bishop, L., 28 6d; Bennett, N., 78 4d; Crispin, M,
15s 7d; Cory, C., 5s ; Corke, H., 5s; Civil, E., 6s 5d ; Cracknell, H., 63 44 ; Cleaver, H., 1s; Carnell, L.,
6s; Cobb, L., 25 7d; Coombes, I, 7s 6d; Cooper, K., 45; Dines, E., 18; Day, N., 3s 6d ; Ensom, E.,
2s 64 ; Ebdon, M, 14s 4d; Evans, N, £1 1s; Evenden, M., 3s; Finch, D., 10s 84 ; Friend, M., £1 18;
Fleetwood, B., 6s; Fletcher, G., 5s 6d ; Fielding, B., 2s; Fernley, O., 28 6d; Figgins, E., 1zs; Grover,
K., 58; Glover, V., £1 1s; Geldart, C., 3s; Gouyn, M., 53 2d; Gouyn, E., 48 7d; Gosling, E., 1s;
Haylock. F., £1 68 2d; Hull, D., 53 6d; Harper, A., 1s 4d: Holland, F., £1 2s; Halls. M., 8s 64;
Hicks, §., 1s; Hollins, L., 5s; Jones, K. and D, 16s; Jeffries, L., 6s; Jervis, L., 10s 6d; Kimber, A,
5s; Lockett, M., £1 3s; Lacey, M., 2s; Munday, J.. 6d; Mudge, F., 28 9d; Montford, G., 63 9d;
Martin, N., £1 1s; Mooreroft, R., ¥s; Mitchell. K., 138 8d; Mpyers, F., 28 6d; Mohan, M., 2s;
Nichols, M., 4s; Nutt, M., 6s 7d ; Norris, F., b5 ; Palmer, E., 24 6d ; Plumley,;W., 88 6d ; Page, E., 45 11d;
Plowright, G., 2s 6d ; Porter, I, 125 6d ; Petty, V., 53; Peake, C., 28 6d; Pain, E., 8524 ; Puplett, M.,
3s; Platt, 0., 4s; Roseblade, L., 10s; Reis, E.,, 2s 6d; Rawle, E, £1 la; Robinson, E.,, 28 1d;
Rawlings. B, 9s6d ; Roylanee, M., £1 3s; Ruffell, A., 4s 1d ; Saltmarsh, E., 63; Smythe, .. £1 1s;
Senyard, E., 8s 2d ; Spurging. G., 28 ; 8ader, M., 1~ ; Rpencer, @., 7s 4d ; Smith, h, 18 6d; Stickland,
F.. 5s 4d ; Siggine, W., 8s; Suffell, M., 356d ; Smith, C., 18s; Tutt, M., 3s 2d ; Vaughan, N., 2« 6d;
Woodward, M..12s; Weeks, M., 55; Wallace. E., 28 10s; Worsley, F . 5s; Woolley, A., 9d; White,
M., 78 8d; Williamson. M., 2s 8d; Wright, G., 6s; Wilson, A., 2s; Wicks, R., 83 2d ; Williams, L.,
1t6; Waldrom, N., 63; Winfield, L., 153; Wilkins, E., £1 le.—Total, £40 3s 10d.

List of Presents from December 9th, 1898, to January 14th, 1899.—Pnovisrons :—3 boxes Raisins,
2 boxes Currants, 42 lba. S8ugar, 14 lbs. mixed Peel. 1 Ib. mixed Spice, Mr. J. T. Daiciree; 410
Oranges, Mr. E. Sparrow; 1 cwt. Eureka Flour, Mr. W. A. Coombs; 1 sack Flour, Mr. W. Medealf;
1 case Oranges, 1 sark Flour, Mrs. Gatward; 1 sack Flour, Mrs, H. Collins; 4 case¢ Oranges, Mr.
Newman; 25 lbs. Tea, 2 cases Currants, Butler's Wharf, Limited ; 1 sack Flour, Mrs. M. Goddard ;
47 1bs. Honey, Mr. J. G. Godwin; 1 case Oranges, Mr. W. Taylor; 20 lbs. mixcd Sweets, Miss N.
Cheal; 1 sack Flour, Mr. J. Lawman; 5 cwt, Jam, Messrs. Chivers and Sons; 1 New Zealand Sheep,
Bir A. Senle Haslam ; 20 dozen bottles Ginger Beer, Messrs. Maugham and Co.; 1 cwt. Sweets, Mr.
James Pascall; 3 casks broken Biscuits, Messrs. Huntley and Palmer; 1 Fowl, Mrs. Henderson;
14 lbs. fairy Cakes, Mra. J. Holder; 56 lbs. Mincemeat, 24 1bs. Marmalade, 35 lbs. Jam, Mr. B
Morgan ; 15 bushels Brussels S8prouts, Mr. W. Vinson; 2 barrels Apples, Mr. S8amuel Perry; 24 Ox
Hearts, and a quantity Suet, Mr. Stephen West; 1 Pig (691bs.), Mr. T. 8. Prioce ; 46 1bs. Beef Mr. Thas.
Bouud; 1 box containing Butter Scotch and Almond for each child, Mrs. E. Pullum ; 2 bags Potatoes
and Turnips, Mr. H. Steed ; 2 packets Tea, 1 Cake, Mrs. Blant; 12 lbs. Tea, Mr. T. G. C. Avmstrong;
2 sacks Flour, Messrs. Owen, Clover, and Son ; 28 lbs. Bacon, J. H.; 224 lbs. Rice, Mr. J. L. Potier;
2 Fowls, 10 lba. Cake, for the Infirmary, Mrs. E. Barrah.

Bovs' CLOTHING :—59 Articles, the Ladies’ Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernacle, per Miss
Higgs; 1 pair Boots, M. A. H.; 6 pairs Socks, Mrs. M. Corbyn ; 7 Shirts, the SBpurzeon Orphunwge
Bewing Circle, Brighton Road Chapel, Bouth Croydon, per Miss Pollard ; 12 pairs Socks, Mrs. Dexter;
2 Bhirts, Mre. Moon ; 100 yards Broad Cloth, and 553 yards Narrow Cloth, Messrs, Henry Fisher and
Co.; 14 pairs Stockings, Mrs. Gregory; 17 Articles, Mra. George Jones; 3 Shirts, M. D., per Mes.
Davies; 4 pairs Bocks, Mrs. J. White; 6 Shirts, Mrs. Perrin; 6 8Shirts, Miss E. Morris; 1 Shirt,
1 Scarf, Mrs. Kitching; 22 Shirts, the Young Ladies’ Working Meeting, Wynne Road Baptist Chapel,
per Mrs. R. 8. Pearce ; 1 pair Socks, 2 Scarves, Miss Hunter ; 2 Caps, the Ucktield Baptist Y.P.8.C. %,
per Miss A. Peckham; 1 Hat, Mrs, Howard; 2 Shirts, the Christien Insomuch 8ociety, South
Croydon, per Miss K. A. Taylor; 39 pairs Boys' Bnots and Slippers, Mr. R. 8pink; 1 1aic
Boots, Mrs. M. J. Warren; 7 dozen Ties, 14 dozen Oollars, 16 Wraps, Mrs. F. Upton; 4 Articles, M s.
Blant; ¢ Night Shirts, 6 Day Shirts, Christian Insomuch Bociety, Baptist Taberneole, Tunbridge
‘Welly, per Mrs. F. Bogwell ; 1 Suit, Mr. Joha Lewis. :

Girrs’ CLoTning :—42 Articles, the Ladies’ Working Meeting, Metropolitan Tabernac'e, per Miss
Higgs; 364 yards Material, 16 Articles, :&mirs Gloves, Mrs. M. Corbyn; 106 _Articles, the Spurgeon
Orphanage Bewing Circle, Brighton Road Chapel, South Croydon, per Mies Pollard ; 8 Skirts, Misa
Harris; 30 Articles, Mra. George Jones; 2 Articles, M. D., per Mrs. Davies; 6 pairs Cuffs, 12 yarda
Flannelette, Mrs, J. White; 73 Articles, the Young Women's Bible-class, West Croydon Baptist
Chapel, per Migs J. Chandler: 6 Scarves, Miss E. Morris; 5 Articles, Mrs. Kitching; 1 gnrpel Clothingy
Mrs. A. Cross; 23 Articley, Miss Iva Mellor ; 52 Articles, the Young Ladies’ Working Society, Dptist
Chapel, Fleet, Hants, per Mrs. Aylett: 7 Articles, Mrs. A. E. Ayers; 1 pair Stockicgs, Miss G
Gunner; 2! Articles, Miss Hunter; 24 Articles, Mrs. M. Gardiner; 8 Articles, the Uckteld Baptisk
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Y.P.B.C.E, per Miss A. Peckham ; 12 Bmall Gifts, Mrs. Maidment ; 22 Articles, the Christian
Insomuch Bociety, SBouth Croydon, per Miss K. A. Taylor; 24 yards Flannel, Miss Hulbert: 60
Articles, Mrs. Uiant; 44 yards Flannel, Mrs. Coutle; 53 Articlex, the Cheam Baptist \Vorlzing
Bociety, per Mre. E. Cox; 73 Articles, Christian Insownuch Bociety, Baptist Tabernacle, Tunbridge
Wells, per Mrs. F. Bogwell ; 86 Articles (Girls’ and Boys'), the Reading Ladies’ Working Meeting,
per Mrs. James Withers ; 2 Pinafores, Mrs. Howard.

GENERAL :—36 Volumes, Mr. 8mith; a few Toys, Mrs. Moon; 2 Dolls, Mrs. George Jones;
1 Volume, 1 Doll, 1 Ball, 2 boxes Cosaques, Miss E. Barrett; a few Books, the Young Women's Bible-
class, West Croydon Baptist Chapel, per Miss J. Chandler: 2 Scrap Books, Mr. Newman; 1 box
assorted Christmas and New Year Cards, Mr. Thomas Catlow; 5 Fancy Articles, Mrs. A. Cross;
5 Volumes D’ Aubigaé’s ** History of the Reformation,” Mr. David Rees; a quantity Sheet Almanacks
from ** Home Words" Publishing Office ; 6 Books, and a few Toys, the Uckfleld Y.P.8.C.E., per Misa
A. Peckham; a quantity Books, Maga.zines. Tracts, &c., the Religious Tract Society; 1 Serap Book,
Mrs. Lawrence; 1 Scrap Book, 1 Volume * Boy’s Own Paper,”” Mrs. and Miss B. Pring; a large
quantity Toys, the Albemarle Baptist Christian Endeavour Society, per Miss E. B. Cowton; a few
Christmas Cards, the Christian Insomuch Society, SBouth Croydon, per Miss K. A. Taylor; 1 Printed
Text, Master M, Holman; 6 Prize Packets, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Groves; 18 Fancy Articles, Mrs.
Blant ; 2 Tuilet Sets, 1 dozen Work Boo%s, Miss C. Thomson; 1 Quilt, Mrs. Overbury; 1 load Fire-
wood, Messrs. Jonas ¥mith and Qo.; 1 Volume each ‘Sunday at Home,” ' Leisure Hour,” *‘ Boy’s
Own l'aper.” “@irl's Own Paper,” ‘‘Cottager and Artizan,” * Friendly Greetings,’” *' Child’s Com-
panion,” ** Light in the Home,” Mrs. J. @&. Ven Rijn (in memory of the late Rev. J. G. Van Rijn.)

- @olportage Association,

Statement of Receipts from December 8th, 1898, to Junuary 14th, 1899.

District Subscriptions: — £ 8. d. £ 8. d
@reenwich, per Mr. W. R. Maybrook... 10 ¢ 0 | Mr. Edward Johnson, part proceeds of
Great l'otham, per Pustor H.J.Harvey 10 0 0 sale of photos, mottoes, &e. ... w. 200
Repton and Swadlincote, per Mr. E. D. Mr. Elward Pearce 01luv 0
Salt... .. 20 0 0 Mr. ¥dwin 8. Boot .. 01lo o0
Barrow, per Mr. B. J. Harwood . 10 0 0 [ Coilection at Hounslow, per Mr. H.
Tewkesbury, per Rev. W. Davies .. 815 0 Mears M . e . 13530
Melksham, per Muvs. Hester Keevil ... 11 5 0 Mr. 3. A, Tatnell ... 1 ¢ 0
Eastchurch, In memoriam ... 46 0 0 | Miss Ruchel Daniell 010 0
Eeast Dereham, per Pastor H. Freeman 11 5 0 Mr. Bullman o vt 010 ©
Catford, per Mr. J. G. Priestley .. B 0 0| H A B. .. o 010 0
Cowling Hill, per Mr. E. R. Lewis ... 10 0 0 | Mr, Brazil ... 2 0 0
Edenbridge, per Pastor R Hill rowell 11 6 0 Contents of moaey boxes,
Sellindge, per Miss Bell .., . 0686 0 Ladies’ Working dociety for helping
colporteurs e .. 014 O
£152 15 0 | Mrs. 3. Wigney .. w 100
— Mrs. Wilmot . 012 0
General Fund:— £ s d. Miss Ay Burn ... 0 o 3
Mr. J. Deonis o 0 5 0 | Master Horace Leverton... " 08§ 6
Mr. A.J. Mubey ... 010 & | Miss E. Cobbold ... 013 0
Mr. E. Friaby . . 1 1 0 | MissHall ... s w 05 0
C.F. A, we 1 0 0 | Miss Lily Bmith ... w 056 2
Mr. J. Spencer Smith 0 2 ¢ | Mrs. Portingall ... W 010 0
Nr. F. Morgan__ ... . 06 0 Mr. F. Collier . 0 3 6
Collections ut Willington, per Pastor Miss Grace Pearce .. . 0101
J.Eley .., w 010 0 | Mrs. Raffield e aes e 015 6
Alr. Edward Johnson ... . 2 2 0 | Mr. @ Powell w 023
Mr. F. Fuller . 0 2 0 | Mr.H. E Cole .. o 020
Mr. H. G. Budden... e we 1 0 v | Mr. T Bignell ... .11
Nrs. k. Upton . o we 5 5 0 | Master George Bird . “w 0 3 8
Presn@enb s Birthday Fund w. 10 0 0 | Mrs. Curtis ... s .. 0 5 0
Mr. F. It. Fishwick w 2 20 Misa Brook ... w U 3 6
Yaitor C. Is. Suwday w. 010 0 | Miss Hilda Cox .. 01 6
Ar, H L. Bactlett... 0 2 6 | Mrs. Perey ... . 0 2 6
Mr. F. Fisher - . 1 1 0 | Mrse. F. Weekes ... .. ¢ 70
Col. R. Purry Nisbet “ . . 800 Mr. W. Beer . s 010 1
Yheebe, per Mr, E. Ives ... w 20 0 0 Miss Grace Wugstatf ... 06 0
Mr J. Aldeiton ... w. 010 0 Miss Lily Bellamy... o w 013 0
Mr. V. J. Charlesworth ... ... 1 1 0 | .Miss Lizzie Jenkins e ae w0 5 6
L 89389 e 65 0 0 | Miss Edith Garrett e e e 0022
Mr. H. H. Seaton ... - 010 6 | Miss Grace Gould ... . . 0 2 6
Nr. J. Hall . 1 1 0 | Mrs. Todd ... .. 0 48
Mr.C. Goddard Clarke ... .. .. % 2 0 | Miss Lizzie Keddie 0 31
Collection at Horsell, per Mr. R. Miss Edith Mears... .. . 012 0
Reld .. .. .0 .. .. 010 0 | MissLottie Russell 026
Mrs. Louisa Haward ... . 0 7 6 | Mr.G. Chant . .. 010
M. H.B. 8. . 010 0 | Legacy, per Trustees of the late Mr.
Mz, E. Colline 026 ToERTmREr e o e e 250 0
ﬁSLEIIEee ey 010 & oy
. E. Priestley .. 040 £10519 2
Mr.Cochrane ~ ... .. .. . 040 —_—
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s, Spurgeon’s  Jund for Gewernl Tse in the
Hord's Tdlorh,

Statement of Receipts from December Sth, 1898, to January 14¢h, 1899.

. A £ s, d. £ o d
%{;‘\s ‘Rv;ilngl];otw o w 1 00 Mr. _and Mrs. H. Barrett .. 010 6
Ars. Raint “ « 1 0 0| Afriend from Bedford ... ... .. 5 0 ¢
A grim (Z g g Mi’hAb H, West " 05 ¢

-2 ¢ Phebe™ ...
11&:.;5 }&haTtﬁhgh 0 2 6 | Asailor . 8 }g g
s atcher ... ... 0 2 6 | Inloving remembrance of I. S. H. 2000
N i:b'e'x:ts é (l) 0 | Jessie Taylor .. 010 O
g‘{he Bgsses_Davis HN g Mrs. Murray w 0 2 4
Ts. Downing 110 For translations of sermons 1 —
%ﬁ[rr:. ger:‘%:ry 1 0 0 | Areaderof the Sword and Trowel, for
e il .. 110 Spanish sermons.., . 0360
Mrgr.vax_. 2. - 010 0 | Miss Cubitt .., .. 07 0
b .Wavxs 010 0 | *“For Christ's sake,” for Spaniih se =
r. W.J. Sparks .. 040 mons . . 05 0
A poor widow, per Mr. T. Foottit 010 1 Cor. xvi. 2., o . 050
ift:. George f{anson. .. 014 8 Mrs. Allison . .. 0 2 6
S.p :gngie](s)gn. Elmslie, per Pastor Thos. Lo o ﬁ; AF ZE([i ‘West, for Spanisk sermons... 0 5 0
A thankoffering, from South Australia, SEGE e e 010 O
or Mr. Spurgeon’s sermonm, ‘' Be- -
lieving to S:erﬁ .. boOoO £ﬂ2—8

Benlah Baptiat Chagel Fanwse, Dexhill-on- Sex.

Statement of Receipts frow December 8th, 1898, to January 14th, 1899,

£ s d. £ 8 d.
Amount previously acknowleiged ... 114 6 3 | Miss A. H. Morris... 1 % [
Mrs. Rainbow ... - 0 5 0 | A Scotchwoman, in her 80th year .. 0 40
The Misses Davis .., . .. 010 0 | A constant reader of the Sword and
Mrs. Downing . 110 1rowel w 1.0 0
Mrs. Gregory ... . we 1 0 0 | Mrs. Allen ... es .. 026
Mr. William Moir ... - .. 1 0 0| “Homeward bound” ... .~ 500
Mrs. Dupont 010 6 . ’ —_—
Miss Hodges . 1 00 £127 19
Mr. and Mrs. H. Barrett o 1 00 —_—

Special Notice.—Contributions «* For General Use wn the Lord’s Work,” Sfor Toreign
Translations of C. H. Spurgeon’s Sermons, and for Beulah Baptist Chapel MANSE Fund,
Bexhill-on-Sea, should be “sent to Mrs. C. H. Spurgeon, ** Westwood,” Beulah Hill,
Upper Norwood, London, S. E.

Donations for the Pastors’ College, the Pastors’ College Missionary Association, and the
Metropolitan’ Tabernacle Colportage Association. should be addressed to the President, Pastor
Thomas Spurgeon, clo the Secretary, Pastors’ College, Temple Street, Southwark, London, S. E.
dA” m:iwmzta for the Metropolitan Tabernacie Rebuilding Fund should be similarly

irected.

Contributions and gifts in kind for The Spurgeon Orphan Homes should be addressed fo
the President, Pastor J. A. Spurgeon, cfo the Secretary, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham
Road, London, S. .

Cheques and money orders should be crossed, and made payable to the President of the
Institution for which the donation is intended. Donors are earnestly requesied to send their
full names and addresses with their gifts, and to write to the President if they do not receive
an acknowledgment within a week.
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Spivitual  Springtime.
A SERMON, PREACHED AT SURREY CHAPEL, ON THURSDAY EVENING,
APRIL 4TH, 1867, BY C. H. SPURGEON, ‘

‘““My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come
away. For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; the flowers appear on
the earth ; the time of the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard
in our land ; the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender

ape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.”’—Song of

lomon ii. 10—13.

PIHENEVER the springtime arrives, we have a new proof
of the faithfulness of God to His ancient covenant, in
which He said, ‘“ While the earth remaineth, seedtime
and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter,
and day and night shall not cease.” Let us accept
this as a pledge that God will be equally true to all His other
promises, and that, especially, will He be found faithful to His
great covenant of grace. Did you imagine, in the depth of winter,
that the springtime would never come? When the snow was lying
deep upon the ground, did despondency say that summer would never
return? When the swallows were all gone, and the sere leaves of
autumn had melted back into mother earth, did you then think that
the trees would never again bud and blossom, and that there would
never be a season of fruit-bearing again? If you did think so, your
unbelief has received a gracious rebuke; and you now perceive that
God is faithful, for the springtime Aas returned.

Learn the same lesson, dear friends, about your spiritual life,—the
little world within you. There must be both seedtime and harvest
there. There must be both summer and winter within your soul as
well as in the outer world. We read, in the first chapter of Genesis,
that ‘“ the evening and the morning were the first day,” and that
‘““the evening and the morning were the second day,” and so on.
8
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There were no days, even in that Paradise, without their evenings
and their mornings; and, certainly, since the Fall, no Christian’s day
has been all brightness ; there must be darkness as well as light to
make it complete. But your worst sorrows must come to an end.
The severest winter yields to the genial influence of spring, and the
sharpest troubles will at last give place to comsolation. When the
tide runs out, it keeps on ebbing for hours; but at last it turns;
and so, even if you go on growing poorer and poorer, there must
come a time when your poverty shall be stayed; or if .you have been
long sick, health may yet be recovered ; and if it never be recovered
in this world, yet there is a land the inhabitant whereof shall never
say, “I am sick.” Be of good comfort, then, poor mourner! Take
heart of hope as you see God governing the clouds, and believe that
thy very worst seasons must have an end, and that thy severest
afflictions will at last result in produoing in thee the peaceable fruits
of righteousness.

But, further, dear friends, the coming of spring is all the more
welcome to us because of the sharp winter which preceded it. Some-
times, when we have had very mild winters, we have scarcely known
when the spring came back, and hardly cared about it ; but if our bodies
have been pinched with extreme cold, how glad we are when, at last,
the winter disappears, and the April showers begin to prepare the
way for the sweet May flowers! Anud, in like manner, all the joys
we are yet to have will be increased by the troubles which we arenow
enduring. Depend upon it, one of the happiest experiences of
human existence is just after a long season of trouble and pain.
‘Why, it is almost worth while to be sick for the sake of the enjoy-
ment that a man has when health is restored to him. It is worth
while to go through “a sea of troubles” for the peace and rest which
the heart gets when at last it outrides the waves, and casts anchor in
the harbour. Nothing can so make your joys shine as having passed
through deep sorrows to reach them. Your past afflictions will be
like the black foil which the jeweller sometimes puts at the back of
the diamond to make the brilliant appear the brighter; your former
troubles shall only increase the brightness of your coming joy.

Yet, once again, the happiness of the springtime is increased by the
fact that it is prophetic of something better yet to come,—namely, the
summer. Solomon tells us, in our text, that ‘‘ the fig tree putteth forth
her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell; "’
—that is to say, there were prophecies of a vintage, there were signs
of fruit-bearing and of a coming harvest. We should not be so
thankful for the spring but that we can foresee that the blossoms
will become fruit, and that the green blade will become the full corn
in the ear, and afterwards the golden grain which shall provide bread
for the multitudes. And, in a similar fashion, what a sweet mercy it
is when our present joys are known by us to be foretastes of greater
delights that are yet to come! The worldling's joy may well be
unsatisfactory, because it will die with him, and he with it, and he
will then enter upon his eternal misery; but the Christian’s joy has
this charm about it, that it is but the porch of something better, the
vestibule of a glory and an immortality which shall know no measure
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nor end. If to-day we rejoice in the love of Christ, in the Better
Land woe shall rejoice in it in a still higher style. If to-day we have
followship with God’s people, and find it delightful to worship in the
house of prayer, our delight shall go on swelling, and in dus time we
shall come to “the general assembly and church of the firstborn,
which are written in Heaven.” So that, our present joy, being but
the earnest of ‘‘ a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” is
like the spring, prophetic of a brighter and a richer summer.

Let us then be thankful,—thankful, if we have just escaped from
trouble, that the past will but help to make the present all the sweeter;
thankful, if we are now in trouble, that it will not last for ever;
thankful, if we are now in the midst of enjoyment, that we have not
to leave it, except to mount to something better, from the nether to
the upper springs, from the feasts of love on earth to the feasts of
bliss in glory.

‘With this introduction, I call your attention to the great fact that,
as there are springtimes in the outer world, so there are spring
seasons in the Church of Christ as a whole, and in the heart of each
individual believer; and I will talk upon that subject in this
fashion.

I. First, I will say a little about REVIVAL sEASONS 1IN THE CHURCH OF
CHRIST IN GENERAL,—THEIR SIGN3 AND THEIR DUTIES.

There are times, in the Christian Church, when itisjustlike winter.
The ministry seems to be fruitless, like the trees when stripped of their
leaves, and bound in the bands of frost and snow. Then the Christian
workers almost cease to labour, just as the farmer cannot drive his
plough when the earth is frozen hard as iron. There are no joyous
songs heard in the sanctuary; but, instead thereof, many groans, like
the howling winds of winter which take the place of the sweet melodies
of the birds of summer. Then there is desolation even in the
hearts of the godly; those who love the Church hang their harps
upon the willows, feeling as if they were in a strange land, where
they could not sing the songs of Zion. But, by-and-by, there
come “times of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.” He
causeth His wind to blow, and the waters of penitence flow. He speaks
the Word, and the chains of indifference and of sloth are melted, even
as the ice is thawed in the returning warmth of springtime. The
Church revives, songs of joy and gladness are again heard in her
midst, and it is once more said, * The Lord hath done great things for
His peopls.”

The first season of this kind that we read of as happening to the
Church after the days of our Lord was at Pentecost. It was a short
but a very sharp winter which the Church had when her Lord lay
buried in the grave. How troubled all the disciples were! They
thought that He was the Messiah who would deliver Israel, but He had
been crucified and slain, and buried in the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathsea. That winter was but short,—it lasted only three days,—
but it was very sharp. The hearts of the disciples were greatly troubled
through their unbelief, and their forgetfulness of the Lord's plain
teaching concerning His resurrection. But, the third day, He rose
from the dead. He appeared to many of them ; he walked aund talked

)
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with them again and again at intervals for forty days, and then He
ascended into Heaven. After ten more days, the Church’s winter was
past, and the rain of her tearful sorrow was over and gone. Having
waited for the appointed time, they met with one accord in one place,
and then the promised blessing came. You remember that day of
Pentecost, when the flowers appeared upon the earth. Young converts,
like fresh flowerets blossoming from amidst the dark, dreary soil of
Judaism, were seen by thousands on that memorable day. Then were
there songs of gladness heard in the midst of the Church, for ¢ the
time of the singing of birds ” kad come. The Holy Spirit, the Divine
Dove, descended and rested upon the chosen ones. ¢ The voice of
the turtle” was heard in the land; the gospel turtledove notes, full of
goodwill and peace to man, were heard by Parthians, Medes, and
Elamites, and dwellers in Mesopotamia. All over the land, the voice
of pardoning blood and redeeming mercy was soon heard, and unto
the uttermost ends of the earth the gospel was proclaimed. Then
came the fruit of the Spirit. The fig tree put forth her green figs.
The Church was full of all sorts of holy graces and sanctified affections.
Christ Himself walked with His Church, and she rose up, and went
forth with her Beloved, and held the sweetest and dearest fellowship
with Him. Oh, those were blessed days,—those days that saw the
ingathering of the first-fruits that followed the day of Pentecost!
‘We often sigh for them, and wish that the like would come to us.
‘We may have them ; nay, we may have better days than those if we
have but faith enough. The Spirit is given, and the Lord's arm is
not shortened that He cannot save. Let us hope, and pray, and trust
that such a time of singing of birds may yet come to us.

You who know the early history of the Christian .Church will
recollect how, centuries after that blessed period, a long winter fell
upon the Church. She had forgotten her first love, and yielded her-
self up to the fascinations of anti-Christ, and that period of time which
we commonly call ¢ The Dark Ages” passed heavily over the Church’s
head. God was not glorified. Souls were not saved. The saints did
not adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour ;—the true saints did, but
there were so few of them, and many of those who were called
‘““gaints "’ were but mock saints, and knew not the truth. Bat, in
God’s good time, there came the spring-like season of the Reformation.
In answer to the prayers of a few hidden ones amidst the valleys of
the Alps, and in the wilds of Bohemia, the Spirit was again manifested
in the midst of the Church. There rose up certain preachers and
teachers, such as John Huss and Jerome of Prague. These were
followed by others more eminent still, such as Luther, and Zwingle,
and Calvin. Many lands seemed, on a sudden, to have received light
from Heaven. The time of flowers came again. Once more, the gospel
was preached ; that same gospel, which had stirred the world before,
began to have a similar influence upon human minds. Again the
plants, that had been like the bulbs of the daffodil and the crocus,
hidden deep down in the mire, suddenly sent up their green shoots
and their golden flowers, and all over the Continent, and in this our
own country, the time had come for the flowers to appear upon the
earth. Many learned to love and trust the Saviour, and rejoiced to
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bear testimony to His saving grace. Then came also the time of the
singing of birds. Luther translated the Psalms, and the German

loughman sang them as he drove his horse down the furrow, It was
said that, all over England, if you met three men, you might be sure
that one out of the three was a disciple of -Wycliffe and a singer of
Psalms, They called them ‘¢ Lollards” because of their singing;
and, as the brightest singing of birds is usually an intimation that
springtime has come, so the revival of Christian Psalmody seems to
be one indication of a revival of religion. Then indeed was ‘ the
voice of the turtle ” heard again in the land. The gospel sounded
forth sweetly and clearly, and the power of the Holy Spirit was again
folt in the comforting of the Lord’s people, and in the conversion of
multitudes of souls.

I might remind you of a third period, which will never be forgotten
in the history of the Christian Church,that is to say, the days of White-
field and Wesley. And here, in Surrey Chapel, it is well to speak of
those days, for when Whitefield fell asleep, the man who chiefly bore
the standard of truth was Rowland Hill, and it was through such men
as Romaine, at St. Ann's, on the other side of the road, and of
Rowland Hill here, and others too numerous for me now to mention,
that the Lord was pleased to visit His Church, which had fallen either
into dull orthodoxy,—orthodoxy without life,—or else into heterodoxy
full of decorous rottenness. All over the land, the Church of England
was asleep in the dark, and the Dissenters were asleep in the light;
and that was the only difference between the two. Taking the
ministers as a whole, they were dumb dogs that could not bark;—
greedy dogs that could never have enough given to them upon which
to slumber! But those men of whom I have spoken, touched by
God’s Spirit, once more proclaimed the gospel, and just as the whole
earth feels the influence of spring, or, as the psalmist says of the sun,
“There is nothing hid from the heat thereof,” so was it with the
whole land, nothing was hidden from the heat of gospel truth. Con-
versions were numerous, and again the songs of Zion were heard in
every street. It is wonderful how, in Mr. Wesley’s time, the use of
hymn-books increased; and almost all those who became great
preachers constantly advocated the singing of the praises of the Lord.
Blessed be God, some of us think that we have not quite lost the
influence of that glorious time yet; and I trust that the holy fire,
which then was kindled, still lingers on the altars of God’s sanctuaries,
and that it shall never go out. The time of the singing of birds had
come, and the voice of the turtle was heard in our land.

In thus describing these three great seasons of revival, I have told
you the signs of them; but now I want to remind you that there are
always certain duties peculiar to certain seasons. The duty of the Christian,
1n revival seasons, is plainly pointed out in our text. Christ, as the
H.eavenly Bridegroom, there says to His spouse, ‘‘ Arise, My love, My
fair one, and come away.” Whenever there is a true revival of religion,
every genuine Christian should arise, and gird himself to serve his
Master with double diligence. If he has been at all slothful before,
he must not be so now. The old proverb says, ‘‘ Make hay while the
sun shines;” and we may turn that proverb to good account in the
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Christian Church. Try to do all the good you can when God the
Holy Spirit is busy among the people. When there is a spirit of
hearing, then preach with all your might. 'When the people seem to
have a desire to know the gospel, do not let them remain ignorant of
it. Now that the wind is favourable, crowd on your canvas. Seize
every opportunity you can to help on the good cause. The miller
knows that he cannot make his mill go whenever he. likes; he is
dependent upon the wind ; so, when the wind blows, he takes care to
grind his grist, and so must you do. You cannot command the Spirit
of God to come when you please; but when He is abroad in the world
in His mighty power. and there is a stir among the people, recollect
that passage in Old Testament history : * Let it be, when thou hearest
the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou
shalt bestir thyself, for then shall the Lord go out before thee.” So,
when you hear that God is putting forth His power, and He gives you
even the slightest indication of it, then with might and main seek to
serve Him.

But specially note that the text says, ‘“ Arise, My love, My fair
one, and come away.’ During revival seasons, Christians should
endeavour in a very special sense to walk in distinct separation from
the world. I find that, when grace is not actively at work in the
Church, Christians are more apt to become conformed to the world;
but, as soon as ever their spiritual life and vigour are restored to them,
they become Nonconformists to the world, they take up the cross, and
go outside the camp with their Lord. And you Christians, who live in
these happy days, which I trust are in some measure seasons of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord, do seek after a high
standard of spirituality! Strive to attain an eminent degree of
usefulness, and hear your Beloved say to you, *‘ Arise, My love, My
fair one, and come away.” Now that the floods are out, God grant
that the gardens of our souls may all be watered! Now that the
sun shines, may it shine into our faces; may we have our full share of
its genial influence! Grant, O God, that none of Thy people may be
slow to serve Thee when Thine arm is made bare !

I might, in connection with this remark, venture to ask the members
of the church especially under my care to make this a particular time
for pleading with God for His blessing because of the immense
numbers of persons who are willing each Sabbath day to listen to my
voice in the proclamation of the truth. Now it is, when the flowers
appear upon the earth, and there is a time of the singing of birds,—
it is mow, if ever'in all your life, that you should be much in prayer
seeking a blessing from the Most High. Let this be the earnest,
continued ery of us all,—

¢ Revive Thy work, O Lord,
And give refreshing showers!

The glcry shall be all Thine own,
The blessing, Lord, be ours.”

Thus much about revivals in the Church of Christ as a whole; hut
now I turn with pleasure to the second point.

(T be concluded next month.)
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Please Pass the Boney,

BY CHARLES SPURGEON.

HE example of Samson should be imitated by all the members of

the Text Union. It is recorded that, when he found honey in

the carcass of the lion, *he tock thereof in his hands, and went on

eating ;"' and, furthermore, he * came to his father and mother, and
he gave them, and they did eat.”

Here we have a personal enjoyment passed on to others without
being lessened. Having tasted the honey, he continued to regale
himself with its sweetness ; and, in like manner, those who have really
derived profit from the daily use of the Texts, should “go on eat-
ing.” Such a good thing as the Text Bond should never cease to be
a means of spiritual nourishment to those who have once adopted it,
and they should continue the practice of storing the memory and
heart with its daily messages which are ‘“sweeter also than honey and
the honeycomb.”

This is also the best way of recommending it to others, as it was
in the case of Samson, who not merely introduced it to his father and
mother by telling them of it, but actually ** took thereof in his hands,”
going on eating it as he brought it. The Word of God in you will be
its own invitation and attraction ; for no life, sweetened by this means,
can be other than winsome and winning. Present to your nearest
and dearest friends the precious results of grace, and truths that have
proved sweetness itself to you, and you shall increase your own
delight in eating, by seeing the pleasure of others as they also
partake of the banquet with you.

The Almanack can hardly be compared to the carcass of the young
lion that Samson slew ; but, certainly, many readers have found with-
in it ““a swarm of bees and honey;” and the Text Calendar Cases
(1s., 9d., and 6d.,) which contain the Texts for twelve months, make
capital beehives, which can be placed on wall, or shelf, or desk, so as
to be readily available for daily use. They can be procured only of
Pastor C. Spurgeon, “Haddon,” Dartmouth Row, Blackheath, S.E.
By an annual application for re-fills (2d., post free), communication
will be maintained, and a renewal of membership constituted.

Will you, dear reader, join our ranks if you have not already done
s0, and thus begin to feast upon the honey? Then, while passing on
some of the blessing to others, it may be said of you as of Samson,
‘“he went on eating.” ‘

The membership card and Almanack, which will prove not only a
hendful but a heartful of sweetness, will be sent post free for five half-
penny stamps. Thus it is possible for every reader of the Sword and
Trowel to become the possessor of a spiritual apiary, in which will be
found a year's store of Scriptural honey. Those who are already
members of the Text Union can obtain the new Almanack, year by
year, through all booksellers, or direct from myself for three half-
penny stamps. It is needful to repeat even this simple notice, as some
friends do not appear to have clearly understood it.
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manner. Two more issues, of 6,000 copies each, are announced in
the same letter which tells of the Esthonian success, and Mr. Frey says
there were so many begging for them, so many Lutheran pastors
desiring to distribute them, that he felt he could do no less than have
double the usual number of copies printed. Thanks to your generous
support of the funds “For General Use and Sermon Translation,” I
was able to pay the rather large bill of £22 with comfort and
exceeding gratitude to Gtod.

Mr. Frey has sent me a view of the building in Riga where the
Lettish and Esthonian Sermons are printed, so 1 have had it repro-
duced, on the preceding page, with the earnest desire that all who look
upon it will plead for a rich blessing to rest upon every one of dear
Mr. Spurgeon’s discourses that is issued from that place.

% ® ® *

Since writing the above paragraphs, a most delightful surprise has
come to me in the form of a little dook, in the Esthonian language,
which proves to be a translation of 4% of Grace. A most unlooked-
for blessing this!

Some friends in Esthonia have given the money to print 6,000
copies, and every care has been taken to have a good translation
made, though I am informed that the language. is not yet perfectly
developed, nor the rules of the grammar definitely fixed. But the
plain gospel is there, and the Lord can save souls without grammar !
“ Looking at your collection of this book in various tongues,” says
the kind friend who sent me this copy, *“ your heart must rejoice to
see your dear husband’s writings spreading more and more, healing
meany wounds, and bringing light and deliverance to many souls. An
old Esthonian woman, whom I met the other day, was quite delighted
with a chapter in 4! of Grace, and exclaimed, ¢ It exactly hits my
case.” I am very glad to tell you also that the Finnish translation of
this same book has a steady circulation.”

See, dear readers, how quickly praise has followed on the footsteps
of prayer! ! God bless dear Mr. Spurgeon’s writings to the people
of Esthonia!” was the cry of my heart, and the little book brought
the message, ‘“He has done it.”” ¢ Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all
that is within me, bless His holy Name.”

* * * *

I have also heard some cheering news of the Telugu translations,
for which I praise God. Writing from Coonoor, Mr. McLaurin
says :—* [ want to report progress in giving the dear Pastor's works
to the Telugus. Wehave issued two more of his Sermons, ¢ Only
Trust Him,” and ¢ Come, all things are Ready.” We have printed
3,000 copies of each, and are selling them at a merely nominal rate,
one-sixth of the cost of printing.” This “ selling ” of the Sermons is
a curious necessity in India, for I am told that the natives would
neither value nor receive the pamphlets if offered freely, —they would
cast them away as worthless because given. Alas! how many, not in
India only, but in England, similarly treat the offer of ¢ free grace
and dying love,” and ‘‘ rather starve than come.”
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Mr. McLaurin continues: —‘We have also collected thirty-one daily
portions out of The Cheque Book of the Bank of Faith, translated them
into Telugu, entitled them ‘A Garland of Promises,’ and printed
1,000 copies of them, chiefly for our pastors, teachers, and Bible-
women. Some day, if the Lord will, we hope to have the whole of
the book translated for the people.”

Great expectations of God’s blessing on these efforts thrill my heart
as I thank Him for leading us thus far, and I have with much joy
sent a third grant of £5 from the Translation Fund in response to the
concluding paragraph of Mr. McLaurin’s letter, which runs thus:—
*1f you feel inclined by the Heavenly Father to help us again, we
shall be grateful for a remittance at your convenience.”” -

* * % *.

Slowly, but surely, beloved Mr. Spurgeon’s Sermons are making
their way in China’s million-peopled land. Two or three facts have
come to my knowledge lately, which lead me to hope that a great
future of usefulness 1is likely to be permitted to them there.

A lady, whose daughter is a missionary in one of the chief cities of
China, sends every week ‘“ one of those incomparable Sermons,” and
not long since she was rewarded by a piece of good news concerning
them, which she hastened to pass on ‘“ to cheer dear Mrs. Spurgeon’s
heart.” It seems that No. 1,234, entitled, ¢ The Final Separation,”
has made a great impression on the friends at the Mission where the
daughter is located, and also on the native teacher, a Christian, who
at once set to work to translate it into Chivese characters, and deliver
it at the Mission Chapel to an audience of Chinese men and women.
If this good example were extensively followed, I believe it would be
blessed 1n a marvellous degree, for the power in the Sermons is not of
man, but of God.

“ One of our own men,” while doing pioneering work in China,
tells of two incidents connected with these discourses which are well
worth recording here, He says:—*“1 was taking a very long and
trying overland journey in one of the tea-growing districts, and after
days and days of mountainous travel, with the poorest of native food,
and a good deal of fever induced by the hardships of the way, 1 and
my party of native helpers came at length to a Mission-station, where
we hoped to find some co-workers. But they were away, and other
disappointments and perplexities attended us just then. The library
was very limited, but, up on a shelf, we discovered a big bundle of
Mr. Spurgeon's Sermons! Seizing them, as those who had ‘found
great spoil,” we commenced reading them, and cheered and encouraged
ourselves with them during the rest of the toilsome journey. Still
further South, in a purely native staticn, we found odd leaves of the
Sermons posted on the palisade; and spending the Lord’s-day there,
we stood around, and read most helpful bits here and there from the
walls of this Chinese house.”

Was not this a lovely instance of God's gracious care for the
spiritual needs of His servants ? As the explorers in Arctic regions,
and the Alpine climbers, leave provisions in cairns and huts for those
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who may pass that way, and be in need of them, so here were stores
of comfort, sustenance, and stimulus laid up and waiting for the de-
sponding travellers, just where they were most required ; and, more-
over, where their discovery gave the greatest cause for gratitude to
the Giver of all good things,

For many years, the Book Fund has furnished the China Inland
Mission with a hundred monthly parts of the Sermons; these are
kindly forwarded to the different stations, and I am anticipating the
time when they shall be freely translated, and a great blessing shall
follow their distribution.

S. 8.

The Palace Beantiful ™

III.—Its NATURE, (ROVERNMENT, AND MAINTENANCE.
BY PASTOR CHARLES WELTON, MORLEY, YORKSHIRE.

CHRISTIAN church is a company of saints, united to each other
by mutual voluntary consent, governed by a pastor, or pastors,—
the ruling and teaching elders,—and served by deacons (Phil. i. 1) ;—a
society of redeemed souls, who accept Christ as their Head, the Bible
as their law, whose revenue is the people’s freewill offerings, which
are the result of love to Christ and His cause. Perhaps no more
beautiful description of a Christian church can be found than the one
in 1 Peter ii. 5: * a spiritual house,”—its origin spiritual, its Head
spiritual, its members spiritual, its officers spiritual, its laws spiritual,
its ends spiritual; which ends should be accomplished by spiritual
means. Thus we see that, in New Testament times, the Church was
not State-formed, nor State-endowed, nor State-controlled. No; in
those happy days, while her virgin robe was unstained, and her
radiant crown undimmed, she was free from the hampering entangle-
ments and worldly alliances which have so deformed and weakened
her in these latter days.

Going back to this first century model, the Free Churches of this
and other lands claim the right to preach and practise the truths
which, in the early part of the Christian era, brought forth those
golden harvests that waved in summer loveliness wherever the
glorious gospel was proclaimed and Christian churches were formed.
These societies, strong in the strength of their risen and exalted Lord,
became numerous and powerful in spite of the combined and bitter
opposition of Pagan and anti-Christian governments; their early
success being, in a measure, traceable to the fact that definite
provision was made for the care and oversight of ** God's heritage.”
Thus, while in 2 very real semse every Christian is his brother's
keeper, and ell the saints are alike *kings and priests unto God,”
still, the great Head of the Church has given to that Divinely ordained
lnstitution chosen men, who are to rule and shepherdize it. This
seems to be the plain teaching of Acts xx. 28, where Paul, in speaking

* The previous articles in this series appeared in the Sword and Trowel for Sep tember
and QOctober, 1898 ; the concluding one will (p.v.) be published next month.
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to the elders of the Church at Ephesus, says, * Take heed therefore
unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the Church of God, which He hath
purchased with His own blood.” Happy the people that have pastors
who preside over the flock with loving care, feed it with gospel
pasturage, guide it in paths of righteousness, and exercise a vigilant
supervision over its spiritual well-being,—men of great shepherdly
bearts, who can lead the sheep into green pastures, and gather the
tired lambs, and carry them in their bosoms! Such men will joyfully
look upon Christ as the chief Shepherd, and all the members of the
church as God's clergy,—the charge allotted to them by the Lord.
(1 Peter v. 3. R.V))

It need scarcely be said here that the office-bearers in the early
Church formed no hierarchy, no sacred priestly order, surrounded by
special privileges and raised to a superior rank ; but were called to
and fitted for their office by God, and then chosen by their fellow-
members to become the helpers of their faith and joy; and, as such,
were loved and supported for their work’s sake. The fact that these
things are to some extent forgotten by us, may account for the
restlessness and love of change which are all too prevalent among
churches and pastors to-day, and are working sad havoc in many
places. In some cases, before a pastor has been settled two years, he
15 casting wooing glances at some other church, thus largely unfitting
himself for effective service in his present sphere, by preventing the
tightening of those bonds of love and confidence which are so
essential to solid and abiding work. Why, if we believe God has
placed us where we are, should we not labour on without thought of
change till He opens for us another door? As things now go, once
the work begins to slacken in the matter of declared results, some
restless spirits in the church conclude that a change in the ministry
has become an absolute necessity. Would that our friends could see
that this is by no means the only alternative! Let such persons again
grip the hapnd of the pastor as warmly as they did during the first
few months of his ministry among them ; and, above all, let them
pray for him as earnestly as they once did. It is not many years ago
since the following incident took place in one of our churches.

There was no little dissatisfaction respecting the sermons of the
pastor, and the usual whisperings and lamentations could be heard
among a portion of the members; however, there was found in the
church one poor wise woman, and she by her wisdom delivered the
church from its peril. Thus it happened. She had heard the com-
plaints, she felt them to be justified in a measure, and was disposed to
join in them ; but, before doing so, she resolved that, for Christ’s sake,
for the church’s sake, and for har own sake, she would spend one week
in honest earnest prayer for her pastor. On the following Sabbath
morning, she was in her pew earlier than usual, and again her heart
was lifted up for a blessing on the services of the day. Whata
blessing she received that morning! What liberty the preacher had,
what unction, what lifting up of Christ, and what expressions of
appreciation ! And, among the rest, this mother in Israel hastened
to greet him while, with flushed face, and tear-filled eyes, she clasped
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the good man’s hand, and said, “ 4%, sir/ it pays to pray for the
pastor.”’ Are things in ‘‘a low state” in the church of which the
reader is & member ? Try what a season of prayer will do; and do
not fear to say a cheering word to the preacher when the Lord blesses
you through his ministry. It is wonderful what a little thing will
gladden a weary heart. A friend, well known and greatly loved by
the writer, received the following compliment slowly uttered, “ Well,
Harry, my lad, I ¢hink I've heard many a worse sermon than that thou
preached this afternoon.” Even this very doubtful compliment
cheered the lad in his early preaching efforts.
As we pass on to another phase of the subject, let us breathe the
prayer,—
“ May every pastor from above

Be now inspired with zeal and love,

To watch Thy fold, to feed Thy sheep,

And his own heart with care to keep.”

Church-meetings should be seasons of holy fellowship, but this can
only be so when everything is ‘‘done decently and in order.” Too
much attention cannot be paid to this matter in those churches which
accept the form of congregational government so clearly taught in the
New Testament, where each church is represented as managing its
own affairs, and in which every member had an equal share, while all
sought to carry into effect the laws of the great * Master of assem-
blies.” To avoid lawlessness, the business of each meeting should be
carefully and prayerfully prepared by the pastor and deacons ; and there
should be, as far as possible, unanimity at the ‘deacons’ meeting.”
This every wise pastor will seek. We have more than once allowed
business to wait a while rather than force a matter upon the church
about which the digconate was divided. Only the business on the
agenda should be transacted. Of course, any member has the
privilege of giving notice of motion for the next meeting; but the
officers of the church have the right of discretionary powers in respect
to any such notice. It is of the utmost importance that all who speak
in the gatherings of a church should stand while doing so, and always
address the president of the meeting (usuelly, the pastor). On mno
account should members be allowed to talk af each other. These may
seem trivial matters ; but the neglect of them has been disastrous to
many a church, and ruinous to hundreds of pastors. To something
like rigid adhesion to these simple regulations, we attribute the fact
that, during a ministry extending over more than thirty years,
we have not had half-a-dozen ‘‘stormy church-meetings,” though
there has always been the fullest and freest expression of opinion.
Would thet all our people could see that it is to the interest of the
churches to uphold the rightful and lawful authority of pastors and
deacons ; then should we see * Zion, the city of our solemnities, . . . a
quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down; not one
of the stakes thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the
cords thereof be broken. But there the glorious Lord will be unto us
& place of broad rivers and streams. . . . For the Lord is our Law-
giver, the Lord is our King.” (Isaiah xxxiii, 20-22.)

Now concerning the deacons. Why does the reader smile at the
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mention of deacons? Surely, this is no laughing matter. True, there
are in this office domineering men who, by their ignorance and
crotchets, harass the church, and hamper the pastor; but, taking them
as a whole, they are a noble class of men, ornaments to the church,
and the glory of Christ, the majority of whom use the office well.
From the day when *the whole multitude of the disciples” chose
‘“seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost, and wisdom,” to
fill this office, down to the present time, deacons have rendered a
splendid service to the Church of God. Never let it be forgotten that
the first on the roll of deacons became a martyr; and, in many of our
rural churches, as well as those in the larger towns and cities, some of
the Church’s most valiant sons are found in the diaconate, through
whose liberality and fidelity “ the Word of God has increased, and
the number of the disciples multiplied.” In this matter, however,
as in many others, failure has appeared when the plain teachings
of God’s Word have been disregarded in choosing men to fill this
office. = 'We have the qualifications of a deacon fully stated in
Acts vi. and 1 Tim. iii., from which we gather that they must
be men of undoubted personal piety, consistent piety, pre-eminent
piety, piety which is accompanied by robust faith, dauntless
courage, Ohristlike love, and godly zeal. There must also be
business ability and sound common semse. To use the language of
the inspired Word, they must be *‘men of honest report, full of the
Holy Ghost, and wisdom.” No wonder that, in churches where these
qualifications are ignored, and ¢ the best available men " are selected,
the office should be abused. Oxnly as we give these qualifications a
practical embodiment in our church polity, can we expect Zion to
flourish in peace and beauty under the friendly shade of wise and
godly office-bearers. No man should be elected on the ground of his
affjuence. Here, all personal considerations should be avoided, and
wealth and rank and social influence must bow before the higher
qualities of moral, spiritual, and mental fitness. The first deacons
were chosen by the whole Church, probably by a kind of ballot, as in
the case of Matthias, and then solemnly set apart by prayer.

The record is silent as to the length of time they were to serve. We
strongly object to a time limit, and the annual or triennial contests which
introduce worldly and disturbing elements among the brotherhood.
Our best churches owe their position, at least in part, to the fact that
there have been few changes among those who have served as pastors
and deacons. Should a deacon at any time prove unfaithful or
incompetent, the church has the power, and should have the courage,
to remove him from office, as in the case of a pastor. However,
such extreme measures will rarely be required when the Seriptural
rule is followed in their election, and where prayerful confidence
exists between the pastor and his fellow-helpers.

We cannot close this section without expressing our own indebted-
ness to the Almighty Spirit for the prudence and piety of many of
the deacons with whom we have laboured; especially those of our
first pastorate. “ Pray about it, and sleep over it,” was the advice
often given us by one of them, when we intimated our intention to
deal with matters that seemed to need prompt action; and many
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difficulties were overcome by the young pastor “ praying about them,
and sleeping over them.” Then there was good old Deacon Boud,
the peacemaker, and the man. of stately prayers. Why, it was no
unusual thing for the dear man to pray on, in the vestry, altogether
oblivious of the fact that the hour for commencing the service had
struck ; and more than once have we left him on his knees, pleading
with the Lord for a blessing on the work and worship of the day,
and not till the service had well advanced was kis ruddy and happy
face seen at the front door of the chapel. It is long since