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PREFACHE.

J+

I E who has conducted this Magazine for so many years has this year

been laid aside for long months; but his place has been so ably
filled that the readers have not suffered. He feels he must, for an hour
or two, reassume the editorial chair, and write the last article for the
year, which, strange to say, is the Preface of the volume. If that which
stands at the beginning is in very deed the last, it may fitly be used as
a sort of summary of the whole. This Magazine is of the nature of
an autobiography of its Editor, and therefore this Preface may be a
brief record of his year’s experience.

Our ministry at the Tabernacle has been sorrowfully brief during
1891. It opened happily enough, with congregations undiminished,
and converts coming forward in large numbers; and then the clouds
descended, and the customary voice was hushed. Yet, possibly; nay,
we may say, assaredly, the Lord has done greater things by his servant’s
sickness and silence than by his health and verbal testimony. We may
not always expect to see the why and wherefore of the Lord's dealings;
but, in this case, certain points are clear enough.

The work which centres at the Metropolilan Tabernacle has been fested.
It has been assumed by many that the death of the Pastor would be
fatal to the work which he has inaugurated. This has been shown to
be a mere assumption. Like Isaac, he was “as good as dead”, but the
institutions were maintained, and the preaching of the Word was sus-
tained by divers men of God, till at last the man came who has filled
the great house, and moved the heart of the crowd by his noble witness
for the truth. The members have not forsaken the church, and the
workers have not stayed their hand. Such an experience is reassuring,
and is a practical rehearsal of what will surely be done on another day,
when he, who has again and again been drawn out of the waters of
death, shall in very deed go up tbe mount, and fall asleep, and no more
lead the flock through the wilderness.

Very notable is the fact that an tmmense amount of fervenl prayer has
been drawn forth. On no modern occasion known to us has more sup-
plication been made to God for the life of a minister of the gospel.
Of course, our own dear people were constant and instant in their
pleadings; but this was only as the drop of a bucket compared with the
intercessions of millions all over the world. There is no exaggeration
in this estimate; it really seemed as if all bodies of Christians, and
even others beyond the pale of our holy faith, were at one in crying to
God on our behalf. Had the prayers remained unanswered, great
occasion to blaspheme would have been taken by the enemy. As it i,
the fact has greatly aided faith in candid minds. The preservation of
a life so nearly gone was, if we may not say * miraculous”, at least a
very remarkable instance of the prevalence of united prayer in a des-
perate case, The lesson thus taught Ly public fact cannot be lost on
thoughtful minds. Several pastors have stated that their people had
allowed the prayer-meeting to droop; but when invited to pray in this
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case, they came together in numbers, and pleaded fervently for the
special object, and have continued in the fuller exvercise of prayer ever
smce, 1t 18 worth while to be sore sick if thereby men are cured of
the sorer sickness of neglect of prayer.

Lqually memorable is the latent Christian love which has been made
manifest. Spontaneously, loving telegrams and letters poured in, not, from
well-known friends only, but more numerously from persons of other de-
nominations, from whom tender sympathy and concern might not have
been cxpected. Had the sufferer Leen an Episcopalian, the clergy
could nmot have been more solicitous; had he been a Presbyterian,
\Wesleyan, or Independent, members of those bodies could not have
been more loving. All sorts of Baptists were more than brotherly ; bus
they could not exceed the other Christian churches in their affectionate
enquiries and condolences. The sorrowing wife was, under God, borne
up every morning by the most tender assurances. Many children of
God wrote that they had received in their own souls an answer to the
prayer of faith, and were sure that the sick one would recover. Though
the patient knew little about it, his worst weeks were a long Pentecost
of brotherly love. When he did know of it, he could not comprehend
why so much holy affection should have centred apon him, and bowed his
head in deep humiliation of gratitude. It was an astonishing fact, and
one not easily realized, that without any hint from himself, or any of
his family, or personal friends, the sufferer’s name was mentioned in
the public assemblies of many parish churches among those for whom
the prayers of the congregation were requested. Twenty years ago,
one who had prophesied that a Dissenting minister would have been
lovingly mentioned in St. Paunl’s Cathedral, and in numerous Episcopal
churches, would have been reckoned among madmen: yet the fact is
sure. Surely, there is a real and growing unity among those who are
gpiritnal, when even towards one who has been very outspoken con-
cerning religious differences such brotherly kindness has been shown.
May it be an omen of a time wherein the true union of all who are in
Christ Jesus will make similar outbursts of sympathy to be of ordinary
occurrence !

Strength and space alike fail the Editor, and he patiently resumes the
couch, to which he is bound to return by the careful reminders of
those who watch over him. Gratitude, to God and to all sorts of
friends, brings the water into his eyes as he writes. Blessed be the
Lord, who healeth us, and blessed be the hearts that implored his
gracious interposition, and blessed be every reader of these pages !

So prays

EDITOR.
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The Present @risis.

BY C. H. SPURGEON.

HE age is on the stir. Some sadly compare it to “the
tronbled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters cast up
mire and dirt”; and the analogy certainly holds good to a
very high degree. Others liken the period to the awakening
days of spring, when all the pent-up forces buz<t into

action, and prophesy a season of growth and froit. There is truth in

this also, although the awakening energies are not all those of goodness,
and caution asks the question, ‘What will the harvest be ?

In any cace, the constable of society cries ronghly, “ Move on ”; and
the throngs in the streets of Mansoul insist that everyone shall proceed
one way or another. Virtuous advances, if possible ; but advances,
even if virtue be left behind : such is the restless demand of the time.
Politics in a hurry takes to alliances which patriotism formerly forbade,
and ventures upon stratagems which old-fashioned honesty would have
condemned. Benevolence in a fever will not stay to consider possible
failure, and assured hazard; but declares that the die is cast, and goes
in for a vast experiment. Liberty, sick of her own sweets, turns to
despotic power, as, at least in religion, the cure for her feebleness
Religion itself, weary of laborious advance regards her holy scruples as
tmpedimenta, and adopts the methods of the world while her doctrinal
teaching is left, like some ancient Cesar’s camp, to be viewed as a
curmsu:y by this advanced generation, These are serious alterations;
are they improvements ?

1
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Those who have no delight in unsettlement, and useless change, are

by no means indifferent spectators of the childish freaks of this light-
headed generation. As fresh developments appear, the question arises,
again and again, “ What next ? " and with the enquiry comes the sigh,
* O Lord, how long?™ Certain of us are distressed beyond measure by
that which others enter upon with a light heart. To mention this is o
bring upon such dissentients & storm of ridicule. Our regrets cause no
concern to the changeful ones. Why should they? They despise the
old fogies who cannot, like themselves, rush into the bogs after the
jack-o-lantern of progress. “ Doctrine!” cry they, “ Who cares for
that#” Calling it “ dogma,” they make a football of it, and again they
shout, “Who cares?” Without waiting for an answer, they hurry for-
ward in their infallible wisdom to exerciee their liberality of spirit by
scoffing at the narrow-minded orthodox. ¢ Waters of a fall cup are
wrung out to them.” New teachings and new methods mar the peace
aof ct.urches which, for many generativns, have lield to the once-delivered
faith. The intrusion has been wanton and illegal; but what of that?
Protests are of no avail : it usually suffices to answer them with a eneer.
Where contempt would scarcely be prudent, the pretence of agreement
is made to cover over a fatal difference, and to give opportunity to stab
the truth in the back. All things appear to be regarded as fair in the
conflict with old-fashioned believers: they are a kind of creature with
whom no faith is to be kept, and to whom no rights are reserved. No
matter how venerable in years, profound in knowledge, or great in
usefulness a man muy be, let him hold to the old fuith, and he has
thereby forfeited every claim to regard. * He was lhe founder of the
church.” He has ruled it too long ! ‘“ He has been its principal pillar
Jor many years.” It is time that there was a change! “He is genlle,
and of tender spiril. It is cruel o oppose him.” Dlen cannot be con-
sidered; if they are opposed to modern progress, they must endure the
inevitable! This is the spirit of the new religion—the religion of
“ humanity,” the religion of * thonght and culture.”” So to describe it
is to give serious offence, but the description has been proved to be
emphatically true in many ivstances; and others will be forthcoming
with croel certainty in due time.

Is anything more precious given to us in the place of the doctrine
which 1s said to be obsolete, and is therefore to be scouted ? By mno
me-ns. The subetitutes for Sulomon’s shields of gold are not made of
diamond, but of brass, and that brass of a poor sort. The dishes of
so0lid meat are removed from the table, and pottage of the most watery
eort occupies the room—a pottage into which wild gourds have been
shred, so that there is ‘“death in the pot.” The results patent to all, in
many cases, are the decay of piety, the death of prayer-ineetings, the
frequenting of theatres and other places of amusement, lax morals, and
a general worldliness of life. Need we go far to find Nonconformist
churches which will pever be accused of Puritanism, but might truth-
fully be called clube for social, political, literary, and sportive purposes ?
Of course, the provision of amusement is judged to be laudable, and by
o wesns a thing requiring to be defended ; while the holding of
bazaars, in which the etage itself is left in the rear, and Vanity Fair is
outdune, is justified and commended. We have “ Institutes ” for youth,
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where the gambler tries his unaccustomed hand, and « sing-songs,”
where the frequenter of the low music-hall acquires his first taste for
the comic and the loose. The more ‘‘liberal ” the doctrine, the more
free-and-easy the living. These are the new lamps which are offered
us for the old. We are to barter away the gold of Ophir, and receive, in
exchange, the mud of the Dead SBea. Will all professors have it so?
Will the free churches be in the forefront of this mad movement towards
the ahyss ?

It is cheering to believe that many have of late been braced up,
and are recovering their footing. Testimony for the gospel is clearer
from many pulpits than it was wont to be; for which may God be
praised ! In other cases the new system has worked itself out; and,
aroused by the disastrous result, the people have returned to the truth
which they once loved. The heart of the charches is in a great measure
sound ; and when those who rule the hour are no longer able to silence
the much-enduring people, there will be a retarn to the former beliefs,
and this will be accompanied by a firmer adhesion to them in the future.
Too much is it a fact that a clique is ruling, and the real voice of the
people is unheard.

Be that as it may, believers must look well to the foundations. We
need to have the fundamentals laid continually; and doctrines taken for
granted must be once more Scripturally proved. More aud more must
faith renounce dependence upon the arm of flesh, and cling tenaciously
to the Lord and his Word, without the admixture of other reliances.
Nothing is to be done but to continue ‘‘ steadfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord.” There is one gospel, and if that
be preached in the power of the one Spirit, it must accomplish the pur-
poses of God. God will raise np his own champions. Iu the way of his
Providence he will fight for his own cause. This is all we desire,
Party we must have none ; personal honour we must not consider ; let
truth become once more dear to Zion, and by whomsoever the Lord
shall work the reformation, it sufficeth as.

If, for her sins, the present visible church shall be left to decline into
death, it will be a heavy heart-sickness to the faithful: but even then
they have no reason to despair. Out of the stones of Jordan God can
raise up children unto Abraham. His purposes fail not. The end of
the book of history will show his hand, even if in some of its pages his
name be not readily discernible. If he was honoured who believed in
Rome when her foes were within her walls, so shall he be who believes
in the triumph of the faith when appareutly overcome by the subtlest
of her adversaries. In the most disastrous hour of the march of the
army of the Lord, when the Amalekites are smiting the hindmost, he
will do well who will take his staud, and hold his ground, and resolve to
die beneath the arrows of ridicule rather than suffer harm to the ark of
God. There is a faith which turns to flight the armies of the aliens.
May we each one possess it now !
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The Purable of the Luhes.

BY W. Y. FULLERTON.

N the summit of the Bernina Pass, in the Engadine, there are two
lakes, whose peculiar characteristics attract particular notice.
Their names are Lago Nero and Lago Bianco, which interpreted mean,
the Black Lake and the White Lake; and very aptly are they thus
pamed, for the one is as black »s ink, and the other as white as milk.

One summer day I climbed vp from Poutresina to the Bernina Hos-
pice, and then, having seen the lakes, my wife and I wandered further
on to a coign of vantage, where, on the further side, stretches before
the eye a scene of inimitable beauty. Sitting there, a parable bubbled
up in my imagination; and as we talked it over, it became vivid and
tangible—the parable of the lakes. :

There are but two classes of people in the world. Philosophers have
rade each his classification of mankind, but is it not strange that none
lhave accepted the judgment of God, that men are all in two divisions ?
But two lakes in Bernina; but two spiritual species of men; sheep
and goats, no alpacas. The colour of the two lakes.is different—one
black, one white; 8o, too, is the character of the two sorts of men—one
defiled and blackened by sin, the other whiter than snow.

Looking further into the marter, I noticed that the source of the two
lakes differed. The Black Lake is supplied from below; while the river:
which fills the White Lake flows down from the glacier above, and
passing over what I think is limestone, becomes white. See here a
picture of the two sources of life: the one from beneath; of the earth,
earthly ; the other saintly and pure from the throne of God and the
Lamb; and n.thing makes one think wore of that Great White Throne
than one of these giant glistening glaciers. The source is different.

But the course is different, too. For exactly at this spot is the
watershed of Europe, and the river from one lake flows one way, while
the river from the other goes in the contrary direction. Again the
parable spraks plainly, and testifies that, when a man is born from
above, the life of Christ in the soul flows diametrically opposite to the
way of those who have only the life of the flesh. We go in different
directions ; our aims, purposes, and hopes are reversed.

And, strange to say, the rivers run into different countries; from
Lago Nero flowing into Switzerland—wild, rocky, sombre: from Lago
Bianco into Italy, whose smiling fields and vineyards lay in the valley
before us as we mused ; and thue, tio, the experiences of the two lives
differ. We, having climbed up one side, and feasting our eyes on the
other, paid to ourselves—Who would not choovse the fertile, sunny
plains which at length stretch to the Eternal City, rather than the brief
summer of the wild valleys—the pleasures of ein for a season ?

For that is not the end. Their destiny is different. The Nero river:
reaches at length the Black Sea, symbol of that blacker sea of wrath,
where those who live a carnal life at length must go. And who shall
say biow black it is, or how stormy? The Bianco river pours itself into
the Adriatic; and the heaven-born at last shall reach the sea of glass
mingled with fire. How great the distance of their destiny!

How great the distance! Yet here together they slecp a while, but a
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few yards apart, on the losom of the hil. We conld tlirow a stone
from one to the other; Lut the direction once taken, the river, with
increasing velocity, rushes on to its own place, even as character in man
tends to yermanence. The unjust become yet more unjust, and the holy
vet. more holy. So near—at first lying side by side ; sundered so far at
length. Ah me! the pity of it, that men and women who daily meet
cach other, who live, perhaps, in the same house, will, at last, be sepa-
rated, and dweli for ever apart. The pity of it, when it might be so
different.

And how might it be different? Just as I could easily have taken
some of that black water, and conveyed it over the rocky barrier into
the White Lake, where it would have changed its character, its direc-
tion, its country, and its aim—just as I conld easily do that, the Holy
Spirit of God can take those who are only born of earth, and have their
course away from heaven ; he can take them, and unite them to Christ,
give them an impulse in the new life, guide them through all the vary-
ing phases of ex}erience, like a voice behind them saying, ‘“ This is the
way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right band, and when ye turn
to the left”; arnd at last bring them to their glorious end in peace.
Every soul willing to yield to his blessed sway—jyou, if you are willing
—is thus changed by his power. This is the parable of the lakes.

“ Apt and suggestive,” was the partial judgment of my beloved wife.
“ At any 1ate, it is the gespel I have proved, and which I mean to
preach,” I answered.

“ But it is getting Jate; let us go back to Pontresina.”

An Jrisfism.

ROSSING recently on one of the express boats tetween Dablin
and Holyhead, there was seated beside me, in the deck cabin, an
American, who, as he said himself, was ‘‘just in time to catch the
boat.” Quite close to him sat an [rish gentleman, of the Sir Boyle
Roche description, full of the doirgs of his countrymen, and of his own
ideas as to how things ought to be done. The volubility and speed at
which the words 10lled from his tongue fled by like the wash of the sea
from the quickly revolving paddles : all was froth, foam, and a confused
noise as of a great tumult, till pature at last gave way; then, breathless
and exhausted, he wound up his torrent of words with, “ Sure, I tell
you, sur, I tell you they don’t know what they want, and they'll never
rest salisfied till they get 1. At this last remark of his, Cousin Jona-
than softly smiled, and, blowing from his mouth and through his nose
an enormous volume of smoke, which gave one the impression that he
had caught fire, replied, “ How, in the name of common-sense, could a
people that know not what they want, and will not rest till they get
what they know not of, ever be satisfied 7" Well, be it 8o, ’cute Cousin
Jonathan ; stil], there is a truth in this Irishism, How many people
ne meets with every day, fretful, hasty, hot in the pursuit of worldly
pleasure, find every cup they drain an unsatisfying portion ! Truly, they
Tmow not what they want., Those that are in the sweet secret of s
catisfied and restful life know that Christ alone can satisfy; and those
that are restless, and who know pot what they want, will never rest

satisfied till they get HIM, NaSEBY,
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The Perils of the Plaphonse.

BY THEODORE I. CUYLER, D.D.

YOUNG people often ask me the questions, *“ Wonld it be right for
me to go to the theatre ? If not, then why not ?”

Those who propound these gnestions are not of the dissipated and
dissolate class, but clean young men and maidens—too clean to be
smirched by needless exposure to impure influences. That such ques-
tions are constantly raised is not surprising, for the playhouse is in-
creasingly persistent in its demands on popular attention and patrinage.
It fills a constantly-enlargiog place in the daily journals. Theaires
multiply more rapidly than chorches in some of oar great cities.
‘I'heatre-going increases more than church-going. The dead walls are
covered with pictorial representations of scenes and acturs in full dress
(or in very little dress), and many of these are of sach disgusting in-
decency that they deserve suppression by the public anthorities. If the
pictures be so shameless, what must the originals be ? Before our
youthful inquirers become patrons of the playhouse, it is but fair that
they should know just what perils to their moral nature and their
welfare as immortal beings they are likely to encounter.

First,  The first peril is lo purity of character. Your eyes and ears
are windows and doors to the heart. What entera once never goes out.
Photographs taken on the memory are not easily effaced or barned up;
they stick there, and often become tempters and tormentors for a life-
time. “I’d give my right hand,” said a Christian to ;e once, ““if I could
rab out the abominable things that I put into my mind when I was a
fast young man.” e could not do it; neither will you be able to efface
the lascivious images or the impure words which the stage may photo-
graph on your very soul. We do not affirm that every popular play is
immoral, or that every performer is impure, or that every play-goer ison
the scent for sensual excitements ; but the stage is to be estimated as a
totality, and the whole trend of the average American stage is hostile to
heart-purity. The exceptions do not alter the rule. Nor have honest
atternpts to bring the stage up to a hizh standard of moral purity been
successful. The experiment, once made in Boston, of so managing a
theatre as to exclude every indelicacy from the stage, and every noto-
rionsly improper person from the andience, ended in a pecuniary failare.
The puritanic playhouse soon went into bankraptcy. The chief object
of the manager is to make money; and if he can spice his evening
cotertainment with a plot that turns ou a seduction, or with a scene of
sexual passion, or with a salacious exposure of physical beauty, the
tem ptation is very often too strong to be resisted.

You wust take the average stage as it is, and not as you would like to
have it. Itisaniostitution which,1f you patronize it, you become morally
responsible for—as much as if you were to patronize a public library or
a public drinking-saloon. As an institution it habitually nnsexes woman
by parading her in man's attire before a mized audience. Too often it
exposes her in such a pitiable scantiness of any attire at all, that it you
saw your own sister in such a plight you would turn away your eyes in
horror. Yet you propose to pay your money, through the box-office, to
somebody else’s sisters and daughters to violate womaaly delicacy for
your entertainment. If *the danglhter of Herodias’ dances to please
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you, then yom are responsible for the dance in its influence on both
the dancer and your own moral sense. There is no evading, before God,
vour accountability for the theatre if you habitually support it. What
1ts influence upon the average performer is appears from most abundant
testimony. Oune of the most celebrated actresses of this time informed
a friend of minc that she “enters a theatre only to enact her part, and
has very little association with her own profession,” A converted actor
once said to me, while passing a playhouse in which he had often per-
formed, * Behind those curtains hes Sodom.” Although sorely pressed
to return to his old business, he said he would starve sooner than go on
the stage again. Mrs. Frances Kemble Butler—the last living repre-
sentative of the most famous histrionic family of modern times—has in
her old age emphatically condemned the stage. As an institution the
American theatre tolerates sensual impurity in its performers, and
presents scenes of impurity to its patrons. If you become one of its
patroms, you go into moral partnership with the theatre.

Second. It would be a sufficient condemnation of the average play-
house it it stimulates one evil passion. But other temptations lurk
about it. There are dangerous associalions fo be encountered there. It
is a prevalent habit with young people who attend the theatre to remain
until a late hour amid the excitement of the playe, and then to finish
off with a midnight supper or a wine-drink at some neighbouring
restaurant. To this perilous practice a young lady of my acquaintance
owed her downfall. Long after sensible people have laid their heads
on their pillows the habifués of the theatre are apt to be adding a second
scene of dissipation to the first one. It must be pretty hard work for a
Christian to finish up such an evening’s experience with an honest
prayver for God’s blessing. That is indeed a poor business and a poor
pleasure on which we cannot with a clear conscience ask our heavenly
Father’s approval. Certainly there are enough innocent, wholesome,
and beneficial recreations withont venturing into the dangerous atmo-
ephere of the playhouse. That is a dear-bought pleasnre which involves
even a risk to the immortal soul. .

Third. Another peril of the theatre arises from ke fascination which
it too often engenders. Like wine-drinking, it becomes an appetite, and
a very greedy appetite. To gratify this growing passion fur the play-
house tens of thousands of young people most profusely squander their
money and their time. Other and purer recreations become tame and
insipid. Even the entertainments of the stage become dull unless they
are spiced with pew excitements to the passions. Wholesome pleasures
cease to please, just as a brandy-drinker cesses to be satisfied with cold
water or a cup of coffee. It is not recreation, but stimulation—aud a
very dangerous sort of stimunlation too—that you will be after when you
become enslaved by the fascinations of the stage.

My young friends, be assured that no sagacious employer ever chooses
a clerk, or an accountant, or any other employé, the sooner because he is
a theatre-goer. No sensible man is apt to select the companion of his
heart snd home because she is a frequenter of a playhouse. No wise
Christian mother wants her sons and daughters to go there. No pastor
expecta his youthful church members to go into that impure atmosphere
without a terrible damage to their piety. I do not believe that the
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theatre has helped many souls towards heaven; I know that it las
gent thonsands to perdition.

Now that I have, in kind and candid plainness of speech, pointed ont
gome of the inevitable perils of the playhouse, ought you to take the
risk ?

[Zzlracled from “ Newly Enlisted,” Hodder and Sloughton. We fear
that what is said of America will have much truth in it when applied
to England ; but possibly there may be a little less force in it, and
allowance may be made. At least, we hope 8o ; but we certainly shall
not go to sece. We observe enough of the ill influence of the theatre
without nearer acquaintance.—C. H. 8.]

Pe Minded pis Ofon Business.

“ TIOR cool self-possessivn the descendant "of Ham is hard to

discount.” This trait of the negro was illustrated in a recent
triai, in Irontown, of a white man named Chambers for shooting
another man. The most important witness was Frank Jenkins, a
negro, who was whitewashing a chicken-coop only a few feet away
when the quarrel took place. When the lie was given, defendant went
for his gun.

“ What did you do then ?°’ asked the cross-examiner.

Witness : [ jes’ went on whitewashing de chicken-coop.”

Cross-examiner : ““ But when the defendant appeared with his guu,
and it looked as if someone was going to get hurt, then what did you do?”

Witness : I kept on whitewashing de chicken-coop.”

Cross-examiner : * When the first shot was fired, what did you do ?”

Witnees : *“Kept right on whitewashing. It was none of my
business ; and whah I cum from, in Kaintuck, I learned not to
interfere with two white gentlemen occupied in settling a question
of honah. I jes’ turned up one corner of de coop, and kept on white-
washing.”

Cross-examiner : “ Did you do anything when they removed the
body ? ",

Witness : “ Yes, sah ; kept on whitewashing dat chicken-coop.”

Even the justice was moved to smile by this nncommon display of
a disposition to attend strictly to one’s own business.

[This comes to us from America; and there is a leszon in it, which
may be wholesome if taken with a grain of salt. If Frank Jenkins
could have saved a life, he ought to have left his hen-coop, and his
whitewash, and it may have been a passive selfishness which kept him
from so doing. Yet if he kept clear of the quarrel because he had nothing
to do with it, and had no gup, and the two white rufians would pro-
bably both have turned on him, he was wise to mind his own work. At
any rate, in most cases, when we have no right nor reason to intermeddle,
we had better go on with the chicken-coop.

At the present moment, in controversies, religious and political, the
ordinary worker had better go on with his Master’s work, and leave the
fighting to others. Brother, feed your sheep ; and as to what this man
or that may be called upon to do, the word may come home to you from
your Lord, “ What is that to thee ? Follow thou me.”—C. IH. 3.]
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“The Work of au Ghungelist.”

BY THOMAS SPURGEON.
No. IV.—SYDERIIAM.

I CAXNNOT even write the name of this, my next'mission-field, without

flashes from the Crystal Palace lighting up the mind’s eye, and
recollections of my own dear home flooding the memory. But, when I
found myself at Sydenham, I was, alas! as far as ever from Joseph
Taxton’s beautiful creation, and from, to my eyes, the still more lovely
** Westwood.”

Yet, wherefore do I sigh *“ulas!”? 1Tt is surely better to be in the
path of duty, though exile from home is involved, than to enjoy in
unappointed places the fellowship of nearest friends. Besides, the
hanishment affects our bodies merely, for

*“Though sunder’d far, by faith we meet
Around our common mercy-seat.”

The Sydenbam of which I write is a suburb of the city of Christ-
cliorch, snd the nearest approach to the Crystal Palace it affurds is
found in the glass verandahs with which many of its “stores” are
furnished. In physical configuration too, this Sydenham is the anti-
podes of the other.

Gipsy, Benlah, and Sydenbam hills, with all the other glorious
Leights around the Palace, give place, in this case, to a monotonous
level, relieved only by the Port Hills, some six miles distant, and by a
range of snow-capped mountains, perhaps forty miles away.

Moreover, this Sydenham is not an aristocratic neighbourhood. 1Tt is
populated for the most part by the working-classes—z.e., by those who
labour with their hands. By the way, I am not sure that they ought to
liave the monopoely of that most honourable title, * working-classes.”
Surely many of those who drive the pen instead of the plough, and
hammer their brains instead of nails, and delve in fields of literature
rather than in cabbage-gardens, are of the working-class as well. Many
of them have longer hours, I know, than the so-called labouring-man,
and some of them get hardly more remuaeration; and they are labourers
too, undoubtedly, although not ** borny-handed sons of toil.” But these
Sydenham people are, for the most part, workers in the ordinary accepta-
tion of that term; the toilers and moilers, on whom, t) an extent so
large, depends the well-being of the body politic. There are few, if any,
titled folk thereabouts. Some ‘“ professors’ there may be, but they are
of the toneorial art; and the only “ generals” I know of, resident in
that district, are the general blacksmith and the general storekeeper.

Right glad was I to have the opportunity of carrying the gospel to
these busy bees. Still is it true that the poor have the gospel preached
unto them. As a matter of fact, the poor get more of the gospel than
the rich. The editor of The Sword and the Trowel once said, “ We have
plenty of sermons to the working-classes; 1 think we want some ser-
wous to the carriage-classes. There is as much ignorance of the gospel
awong the upper claeses as among the lower.” Doubtless this is so;
und we all rejoice in those whom God has raised up to bear the good
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tidings to the élife of society. Nevertheless, there is no less a need for
workers among the middle classes ; and to me, at least, it is a more
congeniel task lo preach to those who have not wealth and worldlincss
ag additional hindrances to salvation.

The Sydenham Baptist Church has not, so far, experienced a very
smooth passage, The good ship has suffered from a rather too frequent
change of captains; and just at present she is without a skipper at all,
She is, however, in the good hands of threc earnest brethren who are steer-
ing her from a lee-shore. Not inappropriately, the chief of the trio is
named Marriner. May he prove a master mariner! He will have
earned that prond distinction if he and his mates succeed in weathering
the cape on which it seemed possible the good ship might strike. This
they will, doubtless, do ; for though the crew is a comparatively small
oue, all hands are on deck, and an earnest, hopeful spirit. animates
them sll.

Good worle had been done before the Evangelist arrived, and a series
of preparatory meetings had blessed the banners and whetted the swords
of the faithful soldiers. There seemed every prospect of success. From
so large a population large congregations would be gathered, composed
of the sort, too, whose minds are most open to gospel truth. So we
jodged, and with great hopes unfurled the flag. But an unexpected
niodrance arose. Another battle was about to rage. On or about the
same date commenced the great labour strife, and all men’s hearts were
full of wonder and anxiety about the struggle between capital and
labour. Every night of the week some labour-meeting drew many away,
and the strike absorbed the attention of all classes and conditions of
men. Only on Sunday evenings could we secure a large attendance.
Nevertheless, the seed was sown, and the reaper hud some little work to
do, too, thank God! We were delighted to learn that certain waverers
had been stablished, some wanderers restored, and others, whose lamps
were burning low, had them cleaned and trimmed, and charged with
fresh oil. Moreaver, the believers were welded together in the warm
glow of a united effort to rescue the perishing.

At one of the meetings, a note was handed to me, in which the writer
(a widow), after acknowledging much blessing received through one of
the discourses, sent a message to the Evangelist’s father. Can I do
hetter than convey it to him through the columos of his own magazine ?
It runs as follows : —“ Will youn please tell your honoured father how
much good his book, Morning by Morning, has done me. I have passed
through deep waters, How often that book has cheered me! Long
may the Lord spare him, and use him for his glory !”

The Sydenham series over, we had to undertake

A LONG JOURNEY,

and a not nneventful one. It looked as though we were not to carry out
our programme. The crews of the coastal, as well as of the inter-
colonial boats, had by this time been called out, and the ordinary
time-table of the steamers was quite suspended. So unlikely did 1t
appear that we could get away, that I arranged to conduct a service
at the Christchurch Buptist Church on Wednesday evening. That very
cvening a boat sailed, so my services had to be dispensed with, and
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by six o’clock T and my “ first mate ” were on board the 8.3, “ Wanaka,”
bound for Wellington.  Our next fiald was Nelson, whither we hoped to
find another steamer going from Wellington. We could not expect to
reach the former place on Thursday (when we were due), but thought
1t barely possible we might arrive ere the next Lord’s-day.

Slipping away in the darkness, without sounding the usual whistles,
we were not subjected to the hootings with which the unionists had
becn saluting the « blackleg ™ crews. We thauked God for a fair wind,
and took courage. But long ere the next day dawned we discovered,
like Peter, that the winds and the waves were boisterous, and our
diminutive eraft tossed about like the proverbial nutshell. The wind
was still fair, but it had increased to the proportious of at least “ half a
gale.” Though by this time I may reckon myself a bit of a ¢ salt,” I
confess [ prefer Paddy's hurricane to even half a gale. Ia the former
case, you know, the wind blows straight up and down the mast!
Towards afternoon we found ourselves in calmer water, and hastening
on deck, I looked around for the familiar landmarks of Wellington
harbour. But they were nowhere to be seen. Presently the case was
made plain. We were steaming up Queen Charlotte’s Sound, and
making for the town of Picton, where the captain wished to report
himself by wire to Wellington. The prudent commander would not
venture across Cook’s Straits with an unaccustomed crew, and a small
pressure of steam (for the firemen were novices), especially as the
weather threatened to be thick on the lee-shore of the North Island.
All hopes of reaching Nelson even by Sunday were now taken away.
It would probably be a day or two before we could venture out again,
and when we did reach Wellington we would have to cross the Straits
acain. What a wind was raging ! How it swept down the gorges of
the Sound, as through fannels, dense clouds of snowy spray flying before
the besom of each blast! ¢ One would think the deep to be hoary,” or
even that it boiled like a pot, had it not been so excraciatinely cold.
Slowly we steamed, in the very teeth of this gale, until we reached the
head of the Sound, and the town of Picton. It was now that it dawned
upon us that this storm was for the fartherance of the gospel. Had we
reached Wellington, we could not have made Nelson belore the Sabbath,
and now we were still on the South Island (8o is Nelson), with a coach
road to our destination. Bat, unfortunately, the coach was to leave
Blenheim (some thirty miles from Picton) at 6.45 next morning, and no
vehicle was available to take us to Blenheiin overnight. So we slept at
Picton, or rather, tried to. We should have had a better chunce of
gleep at Bedlam than at the Pier Hotel. Whether they were unionists,
or ‘““free labourers,” or escaped lunatics, I know not, but certain it is
that until two in the morning a yelling, shouting, singing (?), and, of
course, drinking crowd, held high carnival beneath our dormitory.
Such are the peculiar views of pleasure which some men hold, while
those who do not share them have to endure their well-nigh demoniacal
din. The 8 o’clock train took us as far as Blenheim, where we met u
former deacon of the Auckland Tabernacle. That same day, soon after
noun, we set out in a special buggy, with two stout horses, and a young
buat able Jehu, on our drive of over eighty miles. Right gaily we tripped it
at the first, for the road was good, and the sun bright, and the animals
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fresh. The way was level-—on a glorionsiy-fertile plain—till the wide
bed of a river, whose name is of the unpronounceatle order, had heen
crossed. 'Then we wound vp a lovely valley, with sheep upon the hills
on cither side. How often I wondered if this or that one would ever
figure in The Sword and the Trowel, amongst the gifts to the orphans,
as—** The New Zealand Sheep!” I could wish that more of them met
with such distinction. It is only meef they shonld.

After driving flor, say, three hours, we passed throngh the township of
Havelock, and remembered that Christian hero from whom it takes its
name ; as also Deacon Wm. Olney, whose son Herbert commenced his
New Zealand career in this same spot. The evening was fast closing in
when we pulled up at a wayeide inn, known as The Pelorus Hotel. We
were in the very centre of Canvas Town, whose importance can be
judged from the fact that it consists (so far as we could tell; of the
hostelry aforenamed, a smithy, and a church. The inn was of a humble
sort, but it proved a Paradise in comparison to the pandemoninm at
Picton. Never was bread swecter, nor chop more savoury, nor sleep
more sound, for we were hungry and weary.

The ground was white with frost next morning (Satarday) when we
mounted our trap again, behind the same faithful steeds. And what a
drive we had that day! Our devious road led us over two mountain
ranges, and along two heavily-timbered valleys. There was plenty to
interest us en roufe. Trees, and ferns, and watercouraes, and creepers,
and mosses, and native birds, and Californian quail, kept eyes and ears
ever occupied. Of course, the way was rough in parts, and the in-
evitable back-aches and cramps preyed upon ns. But jolts, and jars,
and aches were more than compensated for by the lovely views, and the
freeh hill-air. Habitations were few and far between. Qccasionally we
descried one in a place as inaccessible as a Jady’s pocket. Presamably,
there is a way to both. Once we looked down in a place called
Happy Valley, where a miserable habitation, and not a blade of grass,
contradicted the name. Only once did we tarry, and then but for
forty minutes. Surely it speaks well for New Zealand horseflesh
that our nags, though of course leg weary, seemed not unduly tired even
when the journey was accomplished. About three of the clock, when
gome six miles from Nelson, we descried a figure, which was by no
means unfamiliar, approaching us on horseback. The Rev. T. Bray, who
once assisted in the work at Auckland—now Pastor of the Nelson
Baptist Church—had come thus far to meet us. In another hour we
were heartily welcomed by his worthy wife, and happily located in their
cosy manse. So, despite the storm ; nay, by means of it, we were in
readiness to begin the Nelson Mission up to date, though we had
missed the preparatory meetings. Extra expense and fatigue bad been
incurred, but we had good cause to be glad that by stress of weather
we had been compelled to travel overland, by what may well be called
a “war-path,” since Picton, Blenheim, Marlborough, Havelock, and
Nelson, are the names of the places and provinces through which we
journeyed.

We, too, were soldiers, but of a nobler warfare.
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The Pear's @Work ut Gosters’ Hull,

AS our readers are aware, Costers’ Hall, Hoxton, is a Gospel light-

house in a densely populated north-eastern quarter of London,
the aim being, as Mr. W. J. Orsman, the pastor of the mission church,
tells us, *“to give light, and to save life.” ~As our friend still remains a
member of the church at the Tabernacle, Costers' Hall may still be
reckoned as one of its outposts, although it is in all respects an active
working church, carrying on its operations quite independently. The
aim has been, from the first, to make converts; and then to employ
them in aggressive work among people of their own order. The result
bas been the gathering of a large and prosperous company, a large
proportion of whom engage with ardour in Sunday-school, Bible-class,
and other branches of service.

Mr. W. J. Orsman is now to be reckoned among veterans in Christian
enterprise ; for in 1891 it will be thirty years since he commenced work
in Golden Lane. What changes have come over that notorious locality
since 1861, and over London generally ; but as a Christian teacher, it
is Mr. Orsman’s happiness to be just where he was at the outset. As
he himself remarks:—

“Like the lighthouse we are not given to change, and friends can
still find ns at the same blessed voluntary work which we commenced
in 1861, in the Golden Lane and Hoxton Christian Mission. Very few
of our earlier co-workers remain, and we count it a special privilege to
be still ‘giving light, and saving life." We make no compromise with
the devil; but in our encounters with sin we adopt the military
command—* Sfrike hard, and strike quickly’ True religion does nob
make us empty sentimentalists, but real, honest, devoted servants of the
King of kings. We like realily, and leave all that savours of pretence
or affectation to the theatre. Our surroundings call for warmth and
enthusiasm, hence we leave coldness and dulness outside. "We love Ufe,
and so banish the lifeless to the churchyard. Our place in the church
of God is not to be exhibitional, hut useful. Activity is the order of
the day at Costers’ Hall : we are all at it, and always at il, and we do
our best to make cverything hearty, homely, and bhappy.”

Situated about a mile away from the former quarters in Golden Lane,
Costers’ Hall, with its thirty-two rooms, in addition to the assembly-
room, capable of accommodating 800 persons, is regarded by the costers,
street-traders, and others, as their own institution. There, without
charge, they can have warm and well-lighted rooms for club meetings
and other business purposes ; and occasionally a gathering of a more
festive character may take place. The chief work is of snother kind,
however ; and this includes the Sunday services, the Sun_day-scho.ol—
the scholars of which throng the entire building—the Bible-readings,
and prayer-meetings of the week, &c. These are all well attended ; and
Mr. Orsman is able to say that * many spiritually dead and barren lives
bave become living and fruitful by the grace ot God.” There are also
evening classes, lectures, and a free library for such as desire to improve
their educatiin. Then come temperance and thrift ; so that, ultogether,
rearly forty distinct meetings are beld at the hall during the weck.
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to occupy our daytime, and without interfering with the evenings ab the
Mission. Some of our {riends may be interested to know that we are at
present serving on the following committces :—Housing of the Workin
(lasses ; Lunnatic Asylums; Parks and Open Spaces; Bird an
Animal Life in the Parks; Corporate Property, Charities and En-
dowments; London Water Supply, Markets, and Sauitary and Special
Purposes.  Our large experience of the needs of the Metropolis should
enable us to render useful service on the above committees.”

Apart from the County Council, Mr. Orsman has at present two
important enterprises in hand, which will prove of great benefit to the
poor when completed. One is the purchase of a sunitable building for a
Seaside Home on the South Coast, which, through the generous gifts of
two friends, is likely soon to become an accomplished fact ; the other
being the erection of dwellings in London for the accommodation of the
poorest of the wage-cerning classes. Our friend writes :—

It is well known that the substantial sanitary Model Dwellings now
erected in many districts, are too expensive for those whose earnings
are upcertain, and rarely exceed 10/- a week ; yet &is is a numerous
class almost beyond computation. It comprises jobbing-men, seam-
stresses, lanndry and charwomen, widows, besides invalids and others
who are kept out of the workhouse by the assistance of relatives and
friends. Such persons now pay from 20 to 40 per cent. of their income
for bare walls, with often insanitary accommodation, which is being
rapidly condemned by the London County Council, and must shortly
disappear.”

To remedy all this, Mr. Orsman proposes to put up, by way of
experiment, on a cleared fpace obtained from the London County
Council, a building containing 100 rooms, to be let from a shilling to
half-a-crown a week, according to size. This cannot, of course, be made
sel{-paying ; but one friend has promised £2,000, and if £3,000 can be
obtained from others, the scheme can be completed.

Thus, this comprehensive Mission continues on its way, carrying on
its ordinary work, and developing new enterprises. Contributions to the
ordinary fund, or otherwise, can be sent to Mr. W. J. Orsman, Milton
House, Shacklewell Green, N.E., while parcels of cast-off clothing, &c.,
ghonld be gent to Costers’ Hall, Hoxton, London.

Mr. Orsman is thus one of many voluoteers who have given time and
energy to the work of improving the poor of London. We live in fast-
moving times, however, in which we find one proposing to set all things
right by means of his Salvation Army. Sensational experimental schemes
are, nevertheless, more likely to disappoint those who embark in them
than to he crowned with success; while nothing is more certain than
that it would be a real disaster to the poor of London if support were
withdrawn from the tried veterans, who have borne the burden and heat
of the day, to indulge the fancy of sanguine adventurers, whose schemes
in the main are quite as likely as otherwise to prove impracticable.
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.
Aeghen Bisloy,
TIONEER MISSIONARY AND NATURALIST.*

HIE town of Duns, or Dunse, thirteen miles from Berwick-upon-
Tweed, and the chief town of Berwickshire, has been the birthplace
of several distinguished persons, and the scene of many remarkable
events. Indeed, the whole district is full of objects of interest, and repleto
with asgociations which carry us back to the early days of Christianity
in these Islands. The followers of Columba, of Tona, invaded Northumbria
with the sword of the gospel, and many of the Angles were converted
and civilized. They pursued their conquest down to Lindisfarne, Whithy,
Durham, and York. Here Duns Scotus, lke sublle Doctor, as the French
named him, was born ; and here a far greater than he, Thomas Boston,
the author of the « Fourfold State,” long after first drew breath. The
sight of an open grave and a mouldering corpse, in his native town, gave
him, it is said, the first idea of the plan of his book, which is full of the
marrow of gospel truth. Perhaps a greater work than writing the book,
out of which thoughtful ministers might get no end of sermouns, was
the prominence he gave to the truths of the gospel in relation to the
evangelization of the world. Associated with Ralph and Ebenezer
Erskine, he first gave shape and direction to the evangelizing spirit
which grew up in the bosom of the Scottish Church.

In the bright autumn (8th September) of 1817, Stephen Hislop was
born, the youngest son of his father of the same name. The elder
Stephen Hislop was one of a firm of three masons, or builders, who,
while employing workmen, toiled with their own hands. Father and
mother are described as “ righteous before God, walking in all the com-
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” He went to school
to one Dickson, then to Thomas Sheriff, and finally to Mercer, the
accomplished Latin scholar. Under the second of these masters he
is said to have learned two arts, which were afterwards very useful to
him—the * statistical and the usefully artistic.”

Besides his parents, his minister, and teachers, “nature,” we are
told, ““ was his chief schoolmaster.” Ervery holiday, every leisure hour,
he was exploring the country round about; sometimes alone, sometimes
with his elder brother, Robert; and, when. bent on insect-hunting and
the collecting ot fossils, his most intimate friend and companion was a
youth named Duns, now Professor Duns, of the New College, Edinburgh.

There is still living in Duns an ““auld shoemaker,” David Paterson,
who has all his life been a collector of insects, and of coins and medals.
Dr. Smiles speaks of him as having the head of Jacob Boehme, and but
one enemy in all the world—his poverty, which restricts his collections.
David tells us that, whea out on a fishiug excursion, Robert Hislop had
hooked a fine trout, and while Steplhen was on the grass studying
the beetles, the trout fell back into the stream, just above the swirl of
the mill. David, a boy in a pinafore, rushed in to catch it, and Stephen
plunged in after him, and, with exceeding difficulty, rescued him from
drowning.

* Stephen Hislop, Pioneer Missionary and Naturalist in Central India. By George
Smith, C.I.LE., LL.D, London: John Murray.
2
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The picture of his boyhood and youth has been briefly drawn by Dr.
Duns.  When told that his boy was at out to leave Scotland for Mission
work in Indis, the father said, ¢ Steephie, frae a bairn, was unco
auld-farrand (sngacious), and aye sa guid.”

Stephen was not an early riser, but he loved to sit up and read. His
mother, who kept a small shop, followed the good old rule, * early to
hed, and early to rise.” She lived for her sons, of whom Stephen and
Rohert become most distinguished. One evening, on her retiring,
Stephen said to her :— ' N

“ When will you be here in the morning ?”

“ At five,” was her answer.

“That will do,” replied Stepher.

";z?h’ yes,” said the mother dryly, ¢ our Stephen’s a grand riser a?
night.”

One other anecdote of his boyish days must suffice. It was the year
before he entered college, at “ Fasterns’ E’en” time (Shrove Tuesday),
when the married and eingle of Duns always joined in a game of hand-
ball. To every one’s astonishment, Stephen joined in the contest,
throwing himself ioto the match with much impetuosity, which led
onlookers to say, “Is it possible ? Is that Steephie Hislop?” He
came out of the fray a good deal mauled, and with a torn coat. It
had been his wont to speak of even trivial incidents, outside common
cccurrences, as under the direction of providence. ¢ What a provi-
dence ! was his favourite phrase. ¢ Was your Fasterns’ E'en fight a
providence ? ” eome one unkindly and incautiously remarked. Looking
hurt, he replied, ‘“ It was permitted.”

We pass over the many wanderings of the iocipient naturalist over
the muny ample fields of the border country favourable for such pur-
suits, ramblings which he pursmed upon the simple fare of coarse
wheaten scone, or coarser barley bread, and the pure water from the
buro or larger stream, with the addition, in the summer and autumno, of
wild raspberries, hips and haws, blackberries, and now and then, under
protest, the scrag-apple, or crab.

Having learned all that Durs could teach him, coming out first in
Mathemstics, Lutio, and Greek, Stephen entered the university in his
seventeenth year.

Tie “early piety” with which he entered the university did not
receive much development during his four years in the Arts Faculty,
but the mental training did him lasting service.

In his Divinity course he had, first, three partial sessions at Glasgow,
and then he returned to Edinburgh, and “ came under the spell” of
Cbalmers snd Welsh, when he gave himself fully to study. He
supported himself a8 a schoolmaster, or as a private tutor, as many
had done before, and others have done since. We may quote Dr. Smith
on the haypy state of things in the midst of which Hislop moved and
had his beivg :—

“What they (Chalmers and Welsh) did for him at college was en-
larged ar-d practically applied in the preaching of Dr. James Buchanan
in the High Kirk. Not only the Church, but the whole land was
seething with the evangelical fervour, which, having gradually gained
the martery in the General Ascembly, resulted in the heroic sacrifice by
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that majority which formed the Church of S:otland (Free) in 1843,
lislop and the divinity stndents lived and debated, resolved an}
suffered, like their seniors doring the white heat of the Third Refor-
mation. He came ont of college adding to his scientific method and
devotion the love of trath, and a willingness to sacrifice evervthing
for it, together with consecration to Christ, and Christ alone, as Iead of
the Church, and King of the prople given to him by the Father, which
mnade him the great missionary he became.”

In Dr. Duncan, of Ruathwell, he found a trne and sympathizing
friend. The doctor’s large scientific knowledge, and his fervent piety, no
less than his evangelical preaching, drew Hislop to bim. Thus his
summer residences as a tutor helped as much as they delighted him.

It was in 1841, while still a tutor, that he met the young lady God
had designed as his future wife and help-meet. Erasma Hull cams of a
good cvangelical stock. Her grandfather, Rev. Eraamus Middleton,
was once Romaine's curate, a friend;of Toplady’s, and preceded Leigh
Richmond as rector of Turvey. Her father was the son of that Mr.
Hull whom Whitefield commended to Newton whea appointed to Olney.
It was from this town, rich with the memories of Cowper and Newton,
Suatcliff and Carey, that he took his wife in due time.

It is in his correspondence with Miss Hull that his religious ex-
perience is told out. He had met with the saintly M‘Cheyne, and had
telt his influence, a3 he admired his zeal and devotion; but his f.ll
decision—he called it his conversion—was reached through the instro-
mentality of Mr. Burns, who became the first Presbyterian Missionary
to China.

Hislop’s devotion to missions was not the result of a lack of work at
home. As hislast term in divinity was closing at the university, amid the
throes of the great Disraption, many competed for his services, for he
was in the front rank of young men. The Blair Lodge School temnpted
him to become master and chaplain. Dr. Henry Duancan implored him
to become his assistant and successor ; and one of the best livings in
the Established Church was offered him ; but he declined them all.

‘While waiting to be licensed, he became secretary (o the Ladies’
Soctety for Female Education in India, founded a few years before by
Major Jameson, a Bombay officer. He worked to heartily for that
Society, that it proposed to send him out, when married, as a missionary
to Bombay. While he was waiting the direction of providence, Dr.
John Wilson returned home accompanied by the first Parsee convert.
Meeting with these gave a new impulse to his desire. But he had a
humbling sense of his unfitness. Thus he wrote to his future wife :—

* 20th January, 1843.—This morning, at our University Missionary
Aseociation, we had a very interesting address from Rev. Dr. Stevensou,
of Bombay. He told us of the need of missionaries in India, and of
the qualifications requisite in them. One qualification is a turn fw
languages, which I think I possess; but the mest essential of all requi-
sites in ome who would do this work of the evangelist faithfully 1s
personal piety—a singleness of heart and aim—increased devoteduess
to Christ and his cause. In this respect, I frankly acknowledge to yoa,
I full vastly short; and though I am deficient in courage and the taste
for business, it is in regard for spirituality of feeling that I am awace
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the greatest defect exists.  When I think of this, and when I reflect
that nothing but an elevated piety, implanted by the Spirit of God, will
carry a 'vissionary through his arduous labours, I begin to conclude that
I shonld not even take into consideration the question whether, in any
circumstances. I ought to be a missionary. This, however, ought not to
be the conclusion, I should rather be stirred up to more earnest prayer
for the gift of the Spivit, that I may be sperifually fitted, at least, for
any department of the Lord’s vineyard to which he may appear to send
me.”

The adhesion of Dr. Daff to the Free Church gave a new impulse to
the mission-work of the infant society, and was a joy to all its adherents.
Notwiths'anding his own sense of unfitness, there was a growing sym-
pathy with the work, and an increased desire to enter upon it, which
was aided very much by the reading of Dr. Duff’s book, “ Missions the
Cuief End of the Church.” On 20th January, 1844, he offered himself
fo the Foreign Missions’ Committee of the Free Church, through Dr.
Giordon, to go to India as a missionary. Among the committee there
was a general approval of the candidate, but the decision was not taken
for a month. Indeed, the question was not whelher he should go, but
whither. A missionary was required for Nagpoor, the capital of what
are now called the Central Provinces of India; a candidate who had
been under consideration was found not to be adapted to the very
important work ; as a consequence, Stephen Hislop was accepted as a
man every way fitted for the post.

A virit to his brother Alexander, at Arbroath, nearly put an end to
all these plans. Leaving Dundee, in the Windsor Castle, on the same
day that the Queen’s yacht left that port, the vessel struck upon a rock,
and, when nearly filled with water, she struck on another, The com-
pany had been indulging in gay pastimes, and seemed to be wholly
possessed with passionate denunciation of the captain, giving vent to
oaths and curses instead of cries for help and mercy. As God would
have it, the second collision proved their ealvation, for the vessel was 8o
fixed that at low tide all escaped to the shore, in boats or otherwise.

His marriage followed in due time, and on November 3rd, 1844,
Stephen and Erasma Hislop left Southampton for Bombay. Narrowly
escaping shipwreck off the coast of Portugal, they reached Bombay 14th
December.  Nagpoar, which name is applied to the city and the sur-
roundimg district, denotes the serpent worship which marked the
religion of its founders, the Gond tribes, the aboriginal inhabitants. It
is a digtrict rich in coal and iron, diamonds, and other precious stones, and
vet tor thousands of years its inhabitants were little better than savages.
It waus the part of India last of all to submit to invasion. Something
more than a century ago the Maratha robbers overran its plains, and
Hiuduisin and Mohammedanism followed, the Gonds taking very much
to the hlls, dense forests, and jungles. As early as 1810, Lieutenant
(aiterwards Colonel) Moxon took pity on the people. As commandant of
the Resideut’s body-guard, he regularly addressed the Arab and Afghan
troo crs and sepoys, as also the Maratha-speaking peasantry. IHearing
that Dr. Carey was preparing a Marathi translation of the Scriptures, he
applied for copies. He afterwards went to Serampore, where he was
buptized, and whbere he married Miss Hobson, a niece of Dr. Carey.



STEPHEN HISLOP. 21

He returned to Nagpoor with Marathi, Hindustani, and Hindn Scrip-
tures, and a native catechist. When, after some years, Colonel Moxon
retired, and the Serampore mission ceased, the intercessions of the
Mozxons went up for Nagpoor. God heard their prayers; and we find
Sir Donald M‘Leod, a civil servant of the East India Company, and a
roilitary officer, Sir William Hill, on the scene. Munxon, M‘Leod, and
Hill, from 1810, with a few years’ break, until 1845, prepared the way
for Stephen Hielop, and the Central Indian Mission of the Free C-irch,
Rev. A. Leslie, who led Henry Havelock to Christ, was made usetul to
Sir Donald, and the Presbyterian became a Baptist. Of the Gossner
mission to the Kohls, a similar tribe to the Gonds, at the instigation of
Sir Donald, there is no space to speak.

Sir W. Hill went to Madras in 1821, a thoughtless boy of sixreen. He
fought through the first Burmah war, when Judson suffered o severely
in his prison at Ava. Hereturnedto Kamthi, nine miles from Nagpoor,
after a visit home, and brought his young wife. They took their fall
swing of worldly pleasures for a time, until Lady Hill fell sick. Her
eyes were opened ; a lady friend led her to Christ ; and as soon as she
was able, she began to work among her native servants, and the young
officers to whom she had access. When nursing a young suldier n
a cholera visitation, she caught it, and died. In her Jast days she laid
upon her husband the duty of devotiug her fortune to the establishment
of a Christian mission to the people of Kamthi and Nagpoor. He was
brought to Christ, and gave himself to him with full purpose of heart.
He wrote to Dr. John Wilson, of Bombay, promising £2,500 for the
establishment of a mission at Nagpoor and Kamthi. Stephen Hislop
and his work was the outcome of this gift, and the faith and prayer
which accompanied it, Hislop’s co-worker here for eight years was
Robert Hunter, who went out in response to the appeals of Dr. Daff.
But in 1855, ill-health necessitated his return. He wasin every way a
congenial companion for Hislop, and has survived him, being known in
literature and science as Robert Hunter, LL.D., F.G.8. His brother
Thomas was stationed as a missionary of the Established Church of Scot-
land in the Punjaub, where he founded the most spiritnally fraitful of its
missions. He, with his wife and child, were butchered in the mutiny
of 1857.

It would be interesting to give details of Hislop’s work at Nagpoor,
and of the Marathi converts which were given him. Of the first three,
one was arrested and brought to Christ by means of an exposition of
the history of Noah ; another was first impressed by a Tamil tract,
“ The Blind Way,” which shows, by extracts from Hindu writings, the
folly of idolatry. The third was a middle-aged farmer, who, while in a
merchant’s shop at Nagpoor, saw a strange-looking book, and bought it :
it was a Marathi traoslation of a twopeuny English primer for children,
containing some of the words of Jesus Christ. He read it day by day.
In his dreams at night he thought of the Saviour crucified for sinners.
He abandoned idolatry, sanctified the Sabbath, gave up his caste ob-
servances, and received Christ as his Saviour. His conversion and
baptism was the first stone of the Marathi church. His name was
Yadoji. The other two, who were Tamils, were named Monkhali and
Virasawamy, or Virpa.
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The ficld where Mr. Hislop laboured was a difficult one, and in view
of the difficulties he learned the peculisr helplessness of human in-
strumentality. He came in contact with Hindus prepossessed with the
superstition of ages ; with Mussulmans filled with coutempt for every
form of belief but their own; and with so-called Christians who had
lcarned to ook upon all religions as alike. In addition to thesc things,
there were evils strictly local and political. ** Thirty years,” says Dr.
Smith, ¢ British influence had been tempering Marathi misrule,” and no
mission had dared to penctrate its 113,000 square miles of territory, and
its mearly 12,000,000 of inhabitants. But here he laboured in preaching
the gospel, in education and other purely missionary work, with occa-
gional recreative excursions in all directions in pursuit of objects dear
to naturalists, and in discoveries as a scientist, all which, and especially
the latter, were made to bear on the interests of his great work.

In visiting the hills where the atoriginal Gonds still hold their own,
lis heart was drawn out towards them as at once greatly needing evan-
gelization, and holding out encouraging prospects of unusual success,
such as has been witnessed among the Kohls and Santhals.

The deeply interesting work under notice gives facts from the journal of
Mr. Hislop, which discover, more than anything written before, the real
cause and methods of the terrible mutiny. It was Mohammedan in its
conception and plan, though the religious prejudices of the Hindus
were utilized in the matter of the Clapafees, or white wheaten cakes,
which were mysteriously distributed from hand to hand, as if under the
authority of the Government. Nagpoor wasone of the centres of revolt,
and all the Europeans, civilians and military, were doomed. But God
saved Nagpoor throngh Stephen Hislop, to whom the plot was revealed
by Teiz Buksh, an old Mussnlman gentleman, who came, under cover
ot the night, to Mr. H., with his son, a former pupil of the mission, and
uig-d him to make good bis flight. The massacre was to take place at
midnight, or in the early hours of Sonday, 13th June. By len p.m,
four hondred fierce Mussulmans were lurking in the garden near the
Mission-house. An agent was sent to the irregular cavalry to join them ;
but the pative sergeant ¢n duty was faithlul, and when the agent was
brought to him by the sentry, Le committed him to prison, and gnve the
alatm to the European officers. Before midnizht all had fled to
Kamthi, or to a peighbouring fort. The bloodthirsty mutineers, finding
their plans abortive, and that their prey had escaped, made good their
retreat.

In 1858 Mr. Hislop visited his native land to recrmit his exhausted
energies. As soon as he was convalescent, he set about forming a
mi-sionary association in connection with every Free Church congrega-
tion. He attended the Liverpool Conference, in 1860, and on Saturday,
1st December, the same year, he left London for Nugpoor, proceeding
by way of Folkestone, Paris, and Marseilles; and on the 26th of the same
month, he and his wife were welcomed to the home of Dr. John Wilson,
of Bombay, who met them on the pier.

All unconsciously on his part, Mr. Hislop was used by God to bring
about a much-needed reform in the entire civil administration of Nag-
poor, and to bring into existence the chief commissiounership of the
central provinees, under officials of high personal character and equal
energy and ability, the first of which was Sir Richard Temple.
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‘When he returned to his loved work, he had less than three years to
live, yet, “into that brief period,” says Dr. Smith, “ he crowded the
achievements of a life-time as effectually as if he had been told the
measure of his days.” Of him the lines were troe :—

““In secret love the Master
To each one whispers low,
‘T am at hand, work faster,
Behold the sunset glow !’
And each one smileth sweet
‘Who hears the Master’s feet.”

Mr. Hislop, like most other missionaries, did a good deal of itinerating
in the cool season ; and it was while out on a tour of inspection of
schools, and other iastitutions, with Sir Richard Temple, that the end
unexpectedly came. The party had reached the village of Bori, ia-
habited by shopkeepers, peasants, and dyers, on the Wana, aear to which
is a wooded hamlet named Takalghat, on a mound neacr the Krishna.
It was on Friday morning when, after visiting the native labourers,
who were excavatiog the mounds, or ancient tumali, and taking a latz
breakfast with the chief commissioner and Captain H. Mackenzie, that
the missionary conducted family worship for the last time. He read
1 Thess. v., and prayed with remarkable fervour anl uaction, con-
cluding by invoking God’s blessing on all that had been done, and
was peing done, for the coaversion of the heathen in that land. Afcer
which, he dwelt at som= length on the effi:acy of the divine Word in
convincing the human conscience.

A storm which had come suddenly in the course of the day had
swelled the little river Krishna to a flood, and it was in attempting to
cross this on horseback alter sunset—the stream which ia the morning
was a mere brook—that he lost his footing and was drowned, the horse
escaping, and reaching Bori riderless. The river soon subsided, and he
was found in a sitting posture, with both hands clasping the turf by
which he had in vain songht to regain the bank. In one pocket was
his Bible, and in the other some curlosities from one of the mounds.

His death was a sad blow to Free Church Missions, and to all fellow-
workers in the kingdom of our Lord, especially in India. But the work
goes on, as also the institutions he founded—the Hislop Missionary
College, the Native Christian Mission House, and various schools ; and
still we may say, “ The servant dies, but the Master lives.”

Perhaps we could not conclude this paper better than by quoting
passages from a letter addressed to Professor Duans, the friend to whom,
more than to any other, he had been wont to unbosom himself. It
describes so well what a missionary should be, and what he so largely
became, that it may be useful at this juucture when wany young men are
devoting themselves to this noble work. It isdated 10th July, 1845:—

“When I think of all that the Redeemer has done for sianers, I do
feel astonished that I should remain insensible to the amount of his
love. And when I reflect on the freeness of his salvation, and my own
career of carelessness and ingratitude, there is nothing on which I can
place any confidence save on his finished and meritorious work.” '

After other confessions, he adds :—*“I am conviuced that there is
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nothing equal to earnest and continued wrestling with God as o means
of obtaining blessings from the Most High. Without it, though we may
draw out a miserable existence, there is no spiritual health, no soul
prosperity ; and with it we are honourable as sons of the King of heaven,
as princes having power to prevail with God. Aud if we prevail with
God, we shall also prevail with men. Might in prayer is indeed the true
secret of ministerial success.”

Will not the Lord continue to raise up whole-hearted and capable
men for Mission Jabour ?  Of course he will; and what if one of our
readers, who has just read this article, should be predestinated to this
high and heavenly calling ?  May the suggestion fall like a fire-flake
into the heart of our friend !

“ @il Bod hiss me like that?”

« E saved others, himself he cannot save.” Such was the langnage

hurled at Christ, in derision, by the rabble Jews who surrounded
the cross and witnessed the death of the Saviour of sinners, But this
sentencc may be truthfully and well applied to Edgar George Wilson,
the son of a Baptist minister, who lost his life while saving two lads
who were drowning. He was, indeed, a hero ; one whose life was full
of activity, and whose heart was filled with tenderness and love. He had,
donhtless, learned many lessons of self-sacrifice under the paternal roof,
by what he had seen, heard, and experienced. I have heard of several
praiseworthy deeds performed by this Baptist minister’s son; but the
one to which I would call your attention was his last act in life. Ib
occurred on this wise.

After partaking of his mid-day meal, while walking back to business
by the river-side, he heard the cry of distress from 1wo little boys who
had been fishing, and had fallen into the water. ‘The river at this spot
is between eight and pine feet deep. He gallantly. plunged in, and
succeeded in bringing the boys safely to the bank. Unfortunately he
was not a good swimmer himself, A student, who was in & boat near
by, was attracted to the place by the cries of the boys, saw young
Wilson’s dangerous position, and threw his scolls to him; but he failed
to grasp them, and sank to the bottom. When the body was recovered,
it was noticed that one of the boy’s fishing lines was twisted four times
round the ceceased’s right wrist, and the hook had caught in his
clothing, thus rendering his right arm powerlese. The news rapidly
spread when it was too late to eave his life. His parents were informed
of the sad event, which turned their home suddenly into a scene of great
sorrow. In the midst of their trouble, a second son came homg and
witnessed the mourning of his mother. He inquired the meaning of
his parents’ distress, and eoon his heart and eyes were full also, asthe
cause of their grief was made known unto him. His brother ! whom he
loved, and liad seen so lately! Could it be possible he was dead ?
Yes, indeed, it was too true! )

“ Tell e, father,” said the second son, “how did my brother die ?
What was the causc of his death ?”
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‘““ My boy,” said the broken-hearted father, “ your brother died trying
to save two little boys who had fallen into the river ; and when )011?‘
hrother heard their cry of distress, he dashed into the water to try and
save them.”

« And did he save them, father ?

““Yes, my dear, he saved both the boys, but was drowned himself.”

“ Then,” said the sorrowful son, as he broshed away, with his coat-
sleeve, the falling tears from his eyes, “I don’t care a bit, then, now,
father, if he saved the boys.”

When the father told me this, I felt tound to cry out, < Bravo, my
boy ! You must have sent a thrill of glow into that sorrowful homestesd
by such a noble expression amidst sauch a trying sceme. Surely, both
brothers were endowed with the same heroic nature.

A few days later on, a crowd gathered together to pay the last tribute
of respect at the grave of this noble young man. Pressing close up to
the coffin came two little boys, in deep mourning, with a beautiful
wreath of flowers in their hands, and tears in their eyes. They were tco
young to speak ; but their silent service that day, as they laid their
tribute of love on the coffin in memory of their deliverer, touched the
minister’s heart ; and this deed of gratitude was an eloquent sermon of
consolation to the bereaved family in that hour of trial. It was
touching to see this sorrowing Baptist minister turn from the bier that
bore all that was mortal of his beloved son, and embrace each of the
dear little boys that had been rescued {rom a watery grave at the price
of his own boy; and after imprinting a kiss on each of their cheeks, he
invoked God’s blessing upon them for their future life.

A local preacher, who witnessed this scene, was moved to tears, and
went straight to his preaching-service and related what he had wit-
nessed at the grave. He said—* Friends, I saw to-day what I shall never
forget. I saw a man kiss two lads who were strangers to him, who had
caused the death of his son.” This statement arrested the attention of a
man, who was a notable sinner in the place ; and when the preacher
said, *“ And that is just how God the Father will receive and welcome
every sinner who comes to him, though they have caused the death of
his only Son”; the man said to the local preacher, at the close of his
service, ¢ Wil God kiss me like that 2"

*“Yes, indeed he will, if you come to him through Jesus Christ.”

“Then,” said he, *“I will come to him at once ;” and he did so.

I was privileged to be in the city when the monument, erected to the
memory of Edgar Wilson through the Y. M. C. A. of that place, was
unveiled by the mayor, in the presence of a large crowd of onlookers.
My friend, W. Y. Fallerton, took part in the public ceremony, and
asked the divine blessing to rest upon all present, and prayed that some
who had come to see the unveiling of the stone which marked the spot
where a noble life had been sacrificed in rescuing others, might that
day find the place and the occasion to be ordained for their salvation.

J. ManTON SMITH.
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@hut {he Lord is fo BHis People.

AS the bridegroom to his chosen,
As the king unto his realm,
As the keep unto the castle,
As the pilot to the helm,
So, Lord, art thou to me!

As the fountain to the garden,
As the candle in the dark,
As the treasure in the coffer,
As the manna in the ark,
So, Lord, art thou to me!

As the music at the banquet,
As the stamp unto the seal,
As the medicine to the fainting,
As the bread at daily meal,
So, Lord, art thon to me !

As the ruby in the setting,
As the honey in the comb,
As the light within the lantern,
As the father to the home,
So, Lord, art thou to me!

As the sunshine to the heavens,
As the image to the glass,
As the fruit unto the fig-tree,
As the dew unto the grass, .
So, Lord, art thou to me!

John Tauler, 1310,

Br. Spener and {he Elector:

OR, HOW THE COURT BALL WAS STOPPED.

R. PHILIP JACOB SPENER must ever hold a high place in
connection with the history of the Evangelical faith in Germany.

He is reputed as being the founder of Pietism, which may.be taken
very much as another name for Puritenism. In his time (1635—1705),
Piotestavt Germany was fast sinking—indeed had, to a great extent, sunk
—into a lifeless dogmatism. Docirines, forms, and polemics were con-
founded with religious life. Spener, in a work called Pia Desideria,
and other writings, expused the evils of this stste of things, and showed
Low the ministry in general had departed from the vocation of the
goepel as to 1ts experimental power and practical operations. Of course
Le raised a storm, and called Iorth the opposition of many unconverted
mioieters and lay pereons of different ranks. Some few, also, of those
wlio were truly alive to God, mistuok the mun and his aime, and so were
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out of sympathy with him. Bat God greatly hononred him, even in his
own days; and since his departure, tens of thousands in every suc-
cessive generation have blessed God for the man, and for his books, and
his preaching. He it was who was mainly instrumental in founding the
University at Halle, of which Hermann Augastus Francke, the founder
of the orphanage there, was the first theological professor,

Spener was born at Rappolstweiler, in Upper Alsace. He enjoyed the
patronage of the young Counntess of Rappolstein, and his first im-
pressions of religion were awakened by her example and words, when she
was little more than a child. Her early preparation for death tended to
deepen and confirm Lhese convictions. After studying at Leipsic and
Strasburg, he settled at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, and afterwards at
Berlin. In Frankfort, one of his sermons made a wonderfal stir among
the inhabitants, especially among the scribes and Pharisees of the place.
There was a powerful and widely-extended awakening. The whole city
was aroused. Dr. Tholuck relates that not less than furty thousand souls
were awakened by that one sermon, and states as his opinion, that pro-
bably no sermon preached by any mere man has ever produced sich an
effect. Men and women ran through the streets wringing their hands,
and smiting upon their breasts, and crying out, “ What must we do to
be saved ?”’ Strangely enough, Spener became Court preacher, and was
admitted to frequent intercourse with the Elector. The Elector was 4
man of the sword rather than a statesman or a wise governor. One day
he asked Spener the question :

< Well, doctor, what are your views on the subject of war ?”

Spener's reply was honest and becoming: * Sir,” said he, “I am a
servant of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which proclaims peace to all men.
I cannot, therefore, be an advocate for war. War is sometimes un-
avoidable. As long as the kingdoms in this world do not constitute the
one true kingdom of God on earth, the sword of justice will have to
govern instead of the word of love. The prince becomes great through
the wisdom and courage with which he wards off and overcomes the
dangers which threaten him. With the Christian it is not so. The
Christian becomes great through his weakness.”

This boldness and independence on the part of the Court chaplain
was not palatable to the Elector. IIe may have admired his courage;
but he disliked his doctrine.

On a subsequent occasion, the Elector requested an answer to another
question, one which many are asking now, and to which many give a
hesitating apswer, and some answer definitely in a different way from
the Court chaplain; though there seems to be no good reason why any
should hesitate, as the matter and the answer are ovvious enough. Bat
many frame their answer according to the desires of their heart rather
than according to the spirit and teaching of Holy Scripture.

“ What are your views, sir doctor, about dancing aud the theatre ?”
the Elector demanded.

Spener knew that there was to be a ball that very night at the
Electoral Palace. He was anxious not to offend the Klector; yet he
muat be faithful, and maintain his character as a minister of the gospel.
He therefore replied to this effect :

“ [t would be wrong if Christians were to regard all amusement as
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sinfal ; bat the mistake lies in the fact that there is scarcely an amuse-
ment, though innocent in itself, which does not at the sume time
awaken impure thoughts and feelings. Dancing and dramatic perform-
ances may be in themselves harmless things ; yet, when we reflect how the
preparation for such things enslaves the heart and mind, davs and even
months before, so that during all this time the pleasure of the Word of God
must ntterly give way to the Inst of the world ; when we reflect how even
the enjoyment of these pleasures almost always exceeds the limits of a
pure innocent cheerfulness of heart, and how abt such times, full often,
sensoal and impure thoughts take possession of the heart ; and when we
reflect, farther, how afterwards the remembrance of these pleasures
occupies heart, mind, and sense so exclusively that godliness can find no
entrance, and that thus weeks and months pass by during which men
do not think about their heavesoly calling, nor about repentance and
amendment; and in addition to all this, when we call to mind the
declaration of Holy Scripture, that we shall be called to account for
even every idle word spoken, we might well hesitate in regarding such
amusements as harmless and indifferent.”

Whatever effect these moderate and yet truthful arguments might
have on some of (hose professors of religion in the present day whose
cry is for breadth of view, charity, and a liberty which would be better
named license, the cogent reasoning of the learned and faithful chaplain
so told upon the Elector, that he acknowledged himself convinced ; and
he actually ordered one of his attendants to inform the Court that there
should be no dancing there that night, as had been announced. Thus
the fidelity of the man of God had its reward; and the fact stands as
an example and an argument for fidelity to Christ in the renunciation
of all those things which are neither pure nor honest, neither lovely
nor of good report. As to amusements generally, Christians must dis-
tinguish between mere amueements and healthy recreations; and as
everyone must draw a line somewhere, it will be hest to draw it at
a safe place, a long way from the precipice; and if we err at all, it
will be better to err on the right side, which is always the safe side.
The present age seems to be infatuated with the seasational, the dra-
matic, the amusing; and we shall be no great losers if we follow not
with the giddy multitude. The writer once had a very old copy of
Bunyan’s ** Pilgrim’s Progress,” which had belonged to his grandfather,
of the same name, which had for a frontispiece a portrait of Bunyan,
beneath which were the lines:

“ To blend instruction with delight,
Mankind the easier to excite
To love the things that are divine,
‘Was Bunyan’s great and good design.”

The book has been lost sight of, but not the lines, which, the present
writer thinks, contain an answer to all related questions, and show that
not only should our aims be right, but also our means and methods.
May every reader have the mind of Christ in these matters ! R 8
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The Founder of the Cunwd Liners.”

FOR some years before his death the Earl of Shaftesbury was accus-

tomed to spend a part of each antumn at Wemyss Bay, Scotland,
his entertainer being the late Sir George Burns, who was ever in hearty
sympathy with the good Earl’s life-work. Sir George was about six
years older than his noble friend, and, like him, was a Jiberal supporter
of work among the poor in London and elsewhere. The great ship-
owner rose to his commanding position in the world from very humble
beginnings.

Mr. Hodder's biography relates to one who lived near to God from
his early days to tbe close of his Jong life of about ninety-five years;
and it is a book which should be widely read. As a youog man, George
Burns was an example to such as were beginning lile; and througzhout
the whole of his business career he ncver acted contrary to Christian
principle.

He was born in 1795. His father was minister of the Barony Church,
Glasgow, and one of George’s earliest recollections was associated with
his going with his father to hear eminent clergymen at the Episcopal
chapel. It is said that ¢ this was a privilege and a pleasure felt both
then and afterwards, for it gave the youth the opportunity of hearing
such men as Mr. Simeon, of Cambridge ; Mr. Saunders, of St. Ann’s,
Blackfriars; Henry Venn, Secretary of the Charch Missionary Society,
and many other celebrated evangelicals.”

As a youth he often heard Dr. Wardlaw, and also Dr. Chalmers, with
whom he became intimately acquainted. He well remembered the
sensation in Glasgow in connection with the Astronomical Discourses
which were preached on week-days and during business houra. It is said
that ‘“ many merchants not only left their desks in those days, but allowed
their clerks to do the same, and George Burns attended every lecture of
the series, extending from November, 1815, to December, 1816.” Hap-
pily for Glasgow, and indeed for the country at large, Dr. Chalmers was
more than a great preacher, he was a great worker who urged all of his
church-members to do something, while by means of a band of picked
individuals he established those Sunday-evening schools which were
afterwards imitated in London. George Burns had the honour of being
one of the pioneers in what was then called ““a revolutionary innovation.”

At the age of seventeen, George Burns entered upon business life, in
the Lanark Cotton Mills at Glasgow ; and a few years later he and his
brother James entered into partnership as general merchants. While
both were desirous of conducting their business on principles of Chris-
tian uprightness, George showed the greater capacity, and to his lot it
fell to travel over the British Isles on account of his trade. The letters
he wrote to his future wife at this period show how genuine was his
faith in Christ ; and when the union of the happy couple took place.
their interest in Christian work was as keen as ever. Both continued
their work in the Sunday-school, and also assisted many useful societies.
“One of the institutions of their new life was an evening meeting,

* Sir George Burns, Bart,: His Times and Friends. By Edwio Hodder. With etched
portrait by Manesse. Iodder and Stoughton. Prico 1ds.
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held generally once a week in their house, ab which a minister of some
den: mination—it did not matter to them which, provided he were a good
man—would take the lead in reading the Bible and expounding it, con-
cluding the short service with family worship.”

Though they commenced as general merchants, the two brothers became
more and more mixed up with the shipping business between Liverpool
and Glasgow. At that time, that is just about fifty years ago, the question
whether steamships should or should not be used to cross the Atlantic
was exercising many persons’ minds ; and chief among the interested ob-
servers was the Quaker, Samuel Cunard, who lived at Halifax, Nova Scotia.
Mr. Canard had already done somethiog in conveying the mails between
Boston, Newfoundland, and Bermuda ; and when he saw that tenders
were invited for carrying the mails between England and America, he
felt that the opporiuunity of his life had come, although he lacked capital
to carty out the enterprise. In due time, however, the co-operation of
the Burnses and Robert Napicr was secured, and the line of steamships
was established. The first steamship bearing the mails acress the
Atlantic wss the Brifannda, which occupied about a fortnight in
making the passage. There was much enthusiasm on both sides of the
water ; and Mr. Canard, who accompanied the vessel, was so much the
bere of the day that, during his twenty-four hours’ stay in Boston
harbour, he recrived one thousand eight hundred and eeventy-three
invitations to dinner!

Some time afterwards, the Cunard Company had to compete with the
American Collins Company, but that Company collapsed. Speaking of
the Cunard Line, Mr. Hodder saye, that “The most remarkable fact in
connection with the history of the Company is the wonderful immunity
from accident, although bundreds of thousands of passengers and
millions of letters have been conveyed across the stormy Atlantic in
their ships.” Some would say that this has been mere “luck”; but
in point of fact, Mr. Burns treated his ships very much after the man-
ner that Cromwell treated his men, with whom he never knew defeat.
“ While trusting in Providence, and believing implicitly in the power
of prayer, he was a'so a firm believer in doing work well, and in sub-
crdinating profit and speed to safety, comfort, and efficiency.”

‘When Mr. Buras finally retired from businesg, to spend the evening
of his life in the charming seclusion of Wemyss Bay, he seems to have
become more than ever the patrom of all good work. ‘“He loved to
assist poor and struggling churches,” it is said, “and to help towards
building new ones. He and his wife put into circulation books that
they thought wonld be as silent messengers, and do good; he was
interested in evapgelization on the Continent, and rarely withheld a
solicited subscription ; he watched the good services to the poor of
London and other cities rendered by his friend Lord Shaftesbury, and
backed up his labours by contributions to each movement.”

Lord Sbafteshury usually stayed at Castle Wemjyss, the home of
Mr. John Burns, but each day he would walk down from what he called
the “Hill Country” to see Sir G. Burns and his wife at Wemyss
Houee, or, s the visitor called it, “Hebron.” There, thorough rest and
change geem to have been enjoyed as they were enjoyed nowhere else,
go that * Lord Shaftcshury at Wewmyss Bay was very unlike Lord
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Shaftesbury at Exeter Hall”; for * wherever the ripple of laughter wasg
to be heard, and the most fun was going on, there Lord Shaftesbury
wag invariably to be found.” Here is one of Sir G. Barns's anecdotes of
the great philanthropist :—

« Sitting one day npon the lawn, Lord Shaftesbury said to me, ‘IfI
followed my inclination, I wonld sit in my arm-chair, and take it easy
for the rest of my life ; but I dare not do 1t: [ must work as long as life
lasts.” I had many counversations with him on religions (uestions, e
was in the habit of walking quietly and thoughtfully, and then suddenly
giving out the result of his cogitation. On returning from church one
Sunday forenoon, we walked together as we generally did; and when
opposite the gate of this house, he stood still, and said to me, ‘Did you
ever think of these remarkable words in Scripture, The wrath of the
Lamb? The Lamb, an emblem of gentleness; and yet, on account of
sin, these words are applicable to him.””

James, the brother of George Burns, lived to be over eighty, and to
the last adorned the Christian life. Mrs. George Burns passed away in
1877, at the age of eigbty-four, after fifty-five years of married life. At
the age of ninety-four, Mr. Burns was made a baronet by the Queen, in
celebration of ber birthday, and in recognition of distinguished services.
At length, in the full assurance of faith, the Christian shipowner passed
away, in June 1890, at the age of ninety-five.

Sir George Burns was thus, in all respects, a remarkable character,
whether, looked at as a private Chris:ian, or as one who developed the
steamship traffic between the Old and New Worlds. With Mr. Hodder,
we may see in him “a man who was born in the year of Warren
Hastings’ acquittal ; who clung tremblingly to his mother’s skirt, in the
Old Barony Kirk, on that darksome watchnight which ushered in the
nineteenth century and the °year of dearth’; who could remember the
magistrates issming a solemn proclamation against the eating of hot
rolis, and his mother conveying him certain dainty morsels surrep-
titiously in spite of the injunction, and who had heard, nearly ninety
years since, from his venerable grandfather’s lips, the story of the
stirring events of 1715.”

The biography of such a man deserved to be published, and all must
be the better for reading what Mr. Hodder has written,

| freaching to the Gar, or to the Heart.

PEAKING of “Stout Hugh Latimer,” Sir John Cheke said :—*1
have an ear for other preachers; but I have a kear! for Latimer.”
Thomas Becon also wrote of the same great preacher:—He spake
nothing but it left, as it were, certain pricks and stings in the hearis of
his hearers, which moved them to comsent to his doctrine.” It is not
every man who can so enlist the ear upon the side of truth that it
listens to it with pleasure; bub to win the heart for the gospel is more
than any man may hope to do unless his Lord be with him. At a
venture, the arrow may wound the body through the joints of the
harness; but only as the result of an eternal purpose, and an almighty
power, does the shaft of saving conviction pierce the soul.—C. H. 8.
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“@e foonld see Fesus.’

John xii. 21.

‘\/ 7B wwould see Jesus ; we have heard the story,
So full of hope to weary, sinful men,
Of how Le left his howme in heaven’s glory
To bring us back again.

e would see Jesus : other eyes beholding,

As in a glass, the glory of his face,

Have been transfigured by that bright unfolding,
So full of truth and grace. -

We would see Jesus : time is swiftly flying,

The day is closing, night is coming on,

The grave is near, and living is but dying.
Oh, bid us not begone!

“We would see Jesus, gazing long and often,

On that fair form extended on the tree,

Tiil the sad wonder cause the heart to soften,
In tender sympathy.

We would see Jesus—Jesus only, ever,

Throuogh all our days and nights; till life be past,

And in his presence, where night cometh never,
We find our heaven at last.

Sidcap. E. A. TYDEMAN.

Bread Gust ngon the Waters.

ECENTLY, prostrate through the constant strain of service, we sought
rest at Malvern, and were most hospitably entertained by ‘“one of the
King’s daughters.” For thirty-six years she has been an invalid; but
seldom have we met with a more devout, persistent toiler for Christ.
Amongst other forms of service, this lady has worked, for sixteen years,

“ TOE BoOK-BAG MISSION TO SAILORS.”

Long years ago, she had been reading a sermon by C. H. S., on * With-
holding Corn” (No. G42), and this came direct to her heart as ‘‘ a message
from God.” Just then she read an interesting account in The British
Workman of a quiet, unostentatious work, carried on at Folkestone, by Wm.
Cook, who spent his spare time in placing books, &c., in the cabins of the
coal-vessels visiting the harbour. This narrative gave direction to her
yearning for scattering the Word of God. Could not this work be done on
an extensive scale ? The salvation of our sailors is a work of such interest,
that it is a matter for surprise that more has not been done in it. * The
uncertainty of sea life, and the frequency of fatal calamity in connection
with it, renders soul-seeking among sailors a peculiarly important form of
evangelistic work.”

These considerations urged forward this worker, and straightway she
commenced. Her first move was at home. Bookshelves were searched for
readable books for the sailors. She then sent out appeals; and boxes of
tracts, books, and Bibles came from various quarters.
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It is vory intercsting to note the guidance of God in the trifling details
of the work; e¢.g., Miss B. says, ‘At first our bags were made of carpet,
and lined, but that proved too expensive. The friend with whom I was
then staying held a weekly prayer-meeting in her drawing-room. Greatly
valuing the promise, ‘ If two of you shall agree on earth as touching any-
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of iy Father which
is in heaven,” I put a mark in my Bible to the history of the Tabernacle
and its furniture, intending to read a few verses. I told my need, and aske
for guidance. A lady, without knowing the verses that were on my heart,
knelt and prayed that, just as God had guided in the material for the
Tabernacle, so he would guide in the material for the sailors’ book-bags.
Shortly after, it struck me that some canvas I had on a camp-stool might
serve as a clue to suitable material. One evening I picked up a piece of the
very same kind on a lawn by the sea, and it was given me by the lady to
whom it belonged. I took it to London, as a guide, and was then shown
whatis now so widely in use for the mission-bag. It was the exact width
and strength needed.”

Having fairly launched the work, Miss B. sought out helpers, in our sea-
ports, willing to.distribute the bags of books to vessels visiting their shores ;
and ladies thus found an interesting sphere of service for the Master.

Let us not despise ‘‘the day of small things.”” When Mr. Spurgeon sent.
forth ““ Withholding Corn,”” how little could he dream of its usefulness, and
what fruit would spring from it! Already has ‘the Word,” through the
agency of this mission, ‘‘ sounded forth "’ upon the deep.

Plymouth was the first port at which the work was thoroughly organized
by a band of ladies, in connection with the sailors’ missionary (Mr. Norris) ;
and as many as nine hundred bags of English and foreign books have been
sent forth in a year from that town alone. The lighthouses and coast-
guard stations have also been supplied ; and boxes have been sent to many
foreign ports. An annual report is published at Plymouth, from which we
quote a few sentences: ‘‘ Returning from a twelvemonth's voyage, the cap-
tain of the schooner Hilda said, ‘I and my men have greatly enjoyed the
books put on board by the ladies at Plymouth. They cheered many a weary
hour on the voyage.” The captain of The Gipsy Clief, after a nine months’
voyage, wrote, ' With grateful thanks, don’t forget to tell the kind ladies
who supply these books that they have been much prized by my crew and
myself.” A ‘tar’ exclaimed, ‘I remember your coming with books, on a
Sunday afternoon. We are very thankful for the bag; and here is 2s.
toward the mission.””” These instances of appreciation on the part of sailors
might be multiplied indefinitely; but space forbids.

As the spirituel welfare of the sailors is the object of the mission,
very careful discrimination is used in selecting the books. Ilustrated
magazines are much appreciated ; and books such as Tie Pilyrin's Progress,
Fox’s Book of Maurtyrs, stirring Christian biographies, and Spurgeon’s
sermons and books, are most welcome.

In connection with this mission, there are mow active centres of opera-
tion at London, Plymouth, Bristol, Brixham, Glasgow, Liverpool, Gosport,
Yarmouth, and Aberdeen; and also branches in Sweden and Denmark. In
addition to this, the ‘‘ Book-bag Mission ”’ has been taken up and adopted
by all the principal Evangelical Seilors’ Missions in our land.

This record of Christian work is inserted, not to ask help for the lady who
began it, but to stir up God’s people to do the work themselves, according
to their several ability. A twopenny book has been published, containing
all needful information for those willing to help in this holy service. It is
entitled, “ Our Sailors, and how to Help Them.” Miss B. will gladly for-
ward & copy on receipt of a stamped and addressed wrapper, and will also
give any advice in her power. A pattern bag will be sent, post-free, for 9d.,
by Miss Anna Boobbyer, North Malvern. J. BURNHAM.

3
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otices of Hooks.

In Darkest England, and the way oul.
By General BooTH. 101, Queen
Victoria Street.

TuAT is not & bad sermon of which
the hearer declares, ‘“ The man has
said exactly what I should have said, if
T had thought of it.” We have heard
this sort of judgment pronounced
upon this remarkable work. Put any
benevolent man in Mr. Booth’s posi-
tion, and give him unlimited scope,
and this is what he could, would, or
should have said. Of course, we do
not include all particulars, but we refer
to the gemeral run of the enterprise
here projected. To write just so was
the real difficulty: that which looks
so obvious is hard to come at. When
Columbus breaks the egg, everybody
can see how essy it is to make it
stand on one end. To have produced
a scheme which commands so wide an
acceptance reflects great credit upon
the leader of the Salvationists, to
whom we are all indebted. The plan-
ner neither drags in religion at every
opening, nor for a moment conceals
it: in fact, he relies upon religious
agency as the great spiritual power
which will work in and through the
machinery proposed. There may be
other methods equally as good, but
they must be to a large degree iden-
tical with Mr. Booth’s. This is not
the time to squabble over details; let
the churches proceed to carry out these
plans with such modifications as they
shall think fit. No patent hinders any
godly people from entering upon the
needful labour.

Many have been long working in
much the same way already; and this
fact ought not to have been concealed.
There were philanthropists before
William Booth, and will be after him.
‘We would remember the good men and
true who are doing real work, and
not merely proposing plans. Many
more should help them, or go in for
the work themselves. It is not sup-
posable that bodies of Christian peo-
ple expect this gigantic enterprise to
Le carried out by one man: they will
all take their share. It would be a
serious calamity if one sect were al-
lowed to monopolize so huge a field

of service. General Booth may head
the crusade with his zcalous coadju-
tors, but the churches will pray that
men of zeal and practical ability may
work on similar lines, or on other
lines which lead to the same end.
Anyhow, may the holy work be done !
The book deserves careful reading, and
we hope it will stir up the Lord’s
people to rescue the perishing.

Our Father’s Kingdom : Lectures on
the Lord’s Prayer. By Cmarres B.
Ross, M.A. Edioburgh: Clark.

THERE is much force and fervour in

the twelve lectures, which Mr, Ross

tells us he delivered, in the usual course
of his ministry, at the Presbyterian

Church, Lachine, Canada. There is no

affectation in his making this remark:

it is rather an apology for the occa-
sional repetition of some leading ideas ;
proper euough in the pulpit, where
one has often a fluctuating congrega-
tion, but not quite so pardonable in
essays, which should excel in terseness.

Here we have four lectures on the in-

vocation—*‘ Qur Father, which art in

heaven’; and theun, presently, three
on the Kingdom of grace and the final
reign—*‘Thy Kingdom come.” Mr.

Ross has studied the late Dr. Stan-

ford and Dr. Adolph Saphir, on the

same theme; and he owns his obliga-
tion to two or three other éminent
scholars, who have written on kindred
subjects ; notably to Bishop Westcott.

In reviewing valuable books published

by Messrs. T. and T. Clark. we have

often regretted that the number of
readers of such works would be strictly
limited ; but this little brochure of

182 pages ought not to be restricted

in its circulation, for the price at

which it is issued is only half-a-crown,
and it is well worth it.

The Baptist Almanack and Directory
for 1891. Robert Banks and Son.
Price twopence; fourpence, inter-
leaved ; and onae ghilling, bound.

Tnois Almanack is a Handbook for
Baptists, and contains a good deal of
information on London churches not
to be found elsewhere. It is fullest, wo
think, in those itemns which relate to
the more avowedly Calvinistic section
of the baptized communities.



NOTICES OF BOOKS,

Shakespeare’s True Life. By JAMES
WALTER. Illustrated by GERALD
E. Moira. Longmans.

MAJORJAMES WALTER is an enthusiast

in the matter of Shakespeare, and has

therefore accomplished what no ome
olse could have carried through. With

a, wealth of choice engravings of every

place where the great poet set his

foot, he has adorned a book which
will henceforth be the standard work
on Shakespeare’s life. We are amazed
at the prodigality with which the
illustrations bejewel the volume. This
work, to the archmologist and the
artist, will be 2 museum of delights.
We do not profess to share our
author's enthusiasm for Shakespeare
to any high degree ; but we warmly
welcome his splendid book. He has
written most devoutly, and is evi-
dently a deeply religious man.
Hitherto, the loose world has set
up a claim to the imperial genius
of the bard of Avon; but here a man
who loves his Bible and his God
takes fair possession of him, and
fights hard with all who would be-
smirch his character. It is graciously
done of Major Walter, and we thank
him for it. Ourinterest in his achieve-
ment is great, and if his work is really
to be sold for a nominal guinea, or an
actual 16s., it is cruelly cheap; how
is he to recoup himself? If we were
making a Christmas present to a lite-
rary friend, we should think this one
of the best gifts we could offer him.
There is a large-paper edition, which
is altogether a luxury—a gem to
adorn a great library. We care not
for the playwright; but whatever
form the productions of his master-
mind might have assumed, they would
have exercised a vast influence far
beyond their immediate audience.

This book is history and topography

of a high order.

“Stops™ ; or, How to Punctuate. By
PAUL ALLARDYCE. Sixth and Re-
vised Edition. T. Fisher Unwin.

Turs is the best thing we know upon

the subject. It is scientific, practical,

and clear. To value this book by its
size would be a very foolish thing: to

a young composer it would be worth

its weight in silver. We wish that

contributors who kindly send us MSS.

3D

would either stop the practice, or

practise their stops by the help of

such a manual as this.

Famous London Merchants. A Book
for Boys. By H. R. Fox BoURNE.
John Hogg.

“¥Famous London Merchants” would
make a fine subject for a lecture,
and this half-crown book would
furnish all the matter needed. Some
brother may be glad of the hint. This
i3 a popular work. Hardly religious
enough for our taste ; but still leaning
in the right direction.

Lads and Lasses. By MARY ONLEY.
Sunday School Union.

A NICE book for the mothers’ meet-

ing. The women will be sure to like

it; and it will do them good to hear

that even the drunken husband may

be saved by the grace of God.

From Army to Army. A 'Thrilling
Story of Real Life. By HENRY
CLINCH. Birkenhead: H. C. Robin-
son, Conway Street.

TaE life of a converted soldier, who

was court-martialled for preaching in

the street. He was not cowed by im-

prisonment, neither was he soured by

it. Friends bought him out of the
army, and he began to preach the

Word. He has gravitated towards the

Cawpbellites, or Disciples, and is now

an earnest preacher in their ranks,

The memoir has & measure of interest

all through, though it is by no means

of the first class. either in composition,
printing, or binding.

The Wanderings of a Bible. By CLARA
Lucas BALFOUR. Herbert's First
Year at Bramford. By the author
of “ Dick and his Donkey.”” Ted’s
Golden Cloud. By E. M. WATER-
WORTH. Harry's Monkey: How it
Helped the Missionaries. By Mrs.
C. E. BowgEN. ‘““No [IFork, No
Bread.” By the author of *“ Jessica's
First Prayer.” Partridge and Co.

F1ve delightful little books at sixpence

each. Nice for New Year’s gifts for

the little ones.

Our Boys and Girls for 1890. 2, Lud-
gate Circus Buildings.
NoT so good as it might be. Some of

the cuts are very cutting to a soul that
knows what engravings can be and
ought to be.
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Mr. Jokn S, Wheeler, 88, Middmay
DPark, sends a few packets of his cards.
One set, “ Good Tidings,” twelve for a
shilling, is specially noteworthy. Mr.
Wheeler's other productions are good :
but we cannot find anything novel
among them. Very hard it must be
to invent a new card at this time of
day. The words are chosen with great
care, and this gives an unusual valuce
to the series.

I'rnest Nister, of the Book Society, 28,
Paternoster Row, sends Communion
Cards—cGoop. Calendars, Mottoes,
and Cards, from the same house, are
such as can be localized, and made
useful to congregations. They are not
the very best, but yet they are up to
a fair average of artistic excellence.

We had despaired of meeting with
anything new in the card region this
season, but Hildesheimer and Faulkner
have shown that there are yet tracts
of the world of taste which no human
foot has traversed. Some of this year’s
issue are as novel as if no cards had
ever been made before. We wish these
cards had come earlier, so as to have
been mentioned in our December num-
ber ; but as this did not happen, we
give them our very warmest word, and
hope that it will be better to give it
late than never. Very choice indeed
are some of the Calendars. The faded
leares are marvels of art. The books
and booklets are of a high order of
art, but are out of our line, being
purely secular. We have, however,
been much delighted with the dainty
luxury entitled, ‘* The Harvest Fields,
illustrated by Ernest Wilson.”

Raplael Tuck does splendid work,
and is a real art educator by his cards,
books, &c. We note a boldness and
an originality about the issues of this
house which keep it well to the front.
Certain of the ““Art Gem Panel Series”’
do more than justify their name. Tuck
and Hildesheimer stand altogether be-
yond compare with the other card-
pullishers who send us specimens,
good as gome of these are. As, how-
ever, these publishers do little in the
line of evangelical religion, we review
their productions as art rather than
as literature ; and here we must give
thiem first places.

Some Better Things, and other Poems.
By Lucy A. BENNETT. Designs by
ALICE PRICE.

The Briar and The Rose. By Lucy
A. BENNETT. Castell Brothers.

Miss Lucy A. Bennett is a true poetess,
and these two booklets of hers, one at
a shilling, and the other at twopence,
are a joy for ever. He that would
give away gems should have a store
of these. They are suitable for this
season, but they would be unsuitable
at no season.

Foreshadowed ; or, The Foster Brothers.
By Mrs. G. E. MorToN. Partridge.

A GospEL Temperance story, very
nicely told. Some of its details are
improbable; but, as a whole, it is true
to life, and likely to be of use.

Hawmilton of King’s. By ALICE PRICE.
Partridge and Co.

LovE simulated, love sighed for, love
rejected, and love enjoyed. Summing
it all up, we find ourselves not so
much love-sick as sick of such love.

Least Said, Soonest Mended. By AGNES
GIBERNE.. Nisbet and Co.

‘WRITTEN in Miss Giberne’s own most
sensible, and yet sympathetic style.
A nice book for the school library.

The Farm on the Down, and Old Gwen.
By ANNE BEALE. Hodder and
Stoughton.

Two stories in one book, both illustra-
ting the value of the Christian virtues
when practised in the home. Gwen,
the old Welsh grandmother, reciting
her chapter in the village church on
Easter Monday, makes a very pleasing
picture, well worth a study.

Lena and I. By JENNIE CHAPPELL.
Charles H. Kelly.

TH1s story ably shows the folly of
making unwise companionships, and
reminds us that bright homes are too
often shadowed, and brave and loving
hearts pained, by those who should
do most to cheer and comfort them.

Windmill House. By EpiTnH CORN-
rorTi. Charles H. Kelly.

Briocnr and pleasing. A tale that
the children will like to listen to.
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Our Qwn Guzetle und Y. W.C. A, News.
Vol. VII. 18, Paternoster Square.

FirsT-naTE. If any suppose that
goundness in the faith also means dul-
ness, they will find out their mistake
if they read this paper. It is of a
high-class every way; and although
its circulation is very large, we wish
it a still wider range. Nothing can be
healthier. The year’s numbers make
a fine volume.

The Leisure Hour, 1890.
Tract Society.

WHAT is a leisure hour ? We never
know while we are in England. If we
'had one, we could not wish for a better
book to make our leisure complete
than this excellent magazine. Both
pen and pencil have done well, and
together produced a treasure.

The Sunday at Home. A Family
Magazine for Sabbath Reading,
1889-90. Religious Tract Society.

VERY beautifully bound. A mass of
gracious reading. We have not read
it all through, but our examination of
it leads to the award of the gold
medal for Sunday readings.

Home Words for 1890,
Square.

Bravo, Home Words! The illustra-
tions bave a dash of real genius in
them. Some of them beat the car-
toons of Punch for real fun—good,
harmless, health-giving fun. Two
shillings buy a good deal when laid
out on such a book as this.

*“4 1" Vol III. Partridge and Co.
WITH this volume A 1 reaches Z. A
gallant attempt has been made to
sustein a monthly of the very highest
«lass; its circulation has not been
vigorous enough, and therefore the
magazine dies. It livednot payingly,
but too well. It absorbed “The
Welcome ”; but, alas! like Pharaoh’s
lean kine, it was never the fatter. We
notice its decease with considerable
regret. Volume III. is worth buying
and keeping.

Sunshine for 1890. George Stoneman.

Dr. WrIrTEMORE has the knack of
editing ; but we do not think that

Religious

7, Paternoster

even he can keep a periodical afloat
which is weighted with such poor en-
gravings. True, there's plenty for
the money, and some may like the
amateurish attempts; but we cannot
endure them. Still, for eighteen-
pence, the volume is a bargain, if
your taste is not too particular.

Fuithful Words for Old and Young.
Vol. XIX. Holness.
YEs, these are faithful words. Many
magazines are a little sezsoned with
a gospel flavouring, but this gives the
gospel itself perpetually, and plenty
of it, plainly put. May it prosper !
Early Days for 1890. Kelly, 66,
Paternoster Row.
ANOTHER of the many juvenile an-
nuals. It seems to us to be very good.
Happy are children whose early days
are thus brightened with pleasing
literature !

The Rosebud .linual.
and Co.

IT needs a great deal of genius to write
a new nursery rhyme, or a tale that
will live among the little ones : that
kind of genius is abundant in this
annual. Amusing nonsense may be
for children a stepping-stone to some-
thing higher; still we wish that at
least a flavour of instruction could
mingle with the fun. For an out-and-
out play-book this is first-rate.

Onward Reciter. A Choice Coilection
of Recitations, Readings, and Dia-
logues, for Band of Hope Meetings,
&c. Edited by TrHoMaS E. HALLs-
WORTH. Partridge and Co.

YET another volume of this Temper-
ance Reciter. There seems to be no
end to the business. The pieces are
still good, though not of the very first
quality, like the earlier volumes.

James Clarke

Proverbial Calen-

Seripture Calendar.
Bemrose

dar.  Duily  Calendar.
and Sons.

TUESE three Calendars arc of excellent
use in office or sitting-room. Having
used them for many years, we spenk
what we do know. ~We would not be
without one or other of them on any
account. A shilling is thus made to
yield a year’s comfort to a busy wman.
Get onc of these calendars.
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Watchers for the Dawn, and other Studies
of Christian Character. By Mrs.
W. R. Lroyp. With illustrations
by JAMES GoDWIN. John Hogg.

READER, we do you no small favour
if we persuade you to read this ad-
mirable book. Half-a-crown will buy
it, and it will lead you into lanes of
history little frequented, but full of
charms. Of course you know all
about Bede the Venerable, and John
Huss, and his brave comrade, Jerome
of Praguc: but we question whether
you know the difference between John
Wesel, and Jokn of Wessel: two men
whose hearts were equally true, but
their ends very dissimilar. We con-
fess ourselves fascinated with the
lives of Ulric von Hiitten, and Francis
von Sickengen—two chevaliers who
hated the falsehood and arrogance
of Popery, but were all too apt, like
Peter in the garden, to cry, *‘Shall
we smite with tbhe sword?”” Mrs.
Lloyd gives you the pith of their story
without falling into digressions and
disquisitions, so dear to book-makers
who are short of materials, and there-
fore spin, and spin, and spin. Albert
Direr and Lucas Cranach represent
two noble forms of Protestant art,
and Hans Sachs, and others dear to
the muses, take their places with
them. Though of a rather later date,
we are not sorry to have in the last
chapter Madume Guyon, or, at least,
enough about her to whet curiosity,
and lead to larger reading.

Real life is to fiction what gold pieces
are to gilt medals—give us the pre-
cious metal. You may read novels till
your eyes give out, and only become
the blinder; but lives of the great
and good enlighten the soul, and fire
it with ambitions which lead to a
reproduction of the originals which
provoked the ardour. This particular
volume will weary no one: its sketches
are 80 brief. It doesnot enlarge upon
the religion which occurs abundantly
in the history, but leaves the reader
to his own reflections. When weary
with pain, we were soothed by the
story of Ulric, which was read to us;
and hence our review has more of
heartiness in it than we can accord to
all the books which come under our
knife. Mr. Hogg’s issues are always

readable, but this one is edifying, and

yet all the morc fascinating, We

hope to sce our authoress again at
similar work.

(Men with a Mission.) Hugh Latimer.
William Tyndale.  Henry Morton
Stanley. By Rev. JAMEs J. ELLIS.
Nisbet and Co.

Mgr. ELLis does these lives well—
thoroughly well; and by such work
he is doing valuable service to his age.
All our young readers should get these-
shilling biographies as fast as they
appear, and read them with great care.
Rev. James J. Ellis worked hard at
the Baptist Church, Richmond, and
he is destined to be heard of in the
pulpit yet again; meanwhile, his pen
teems with books. and they are by no
means a feeble progeny. We wish
him thousands of readers.

Famous Men of Science. By Saranm K,
BoLroN. Hodder and Stoughton.
THE lives of the following great scien-
tists are well condensed in these pages:.
Galileo Galilei, Sir Isaac Newton, Carl
Linnaus, Baron Cuvier, Sir William
and Caroline Herschel, Alexander von
Humboldt, Sir Humphry Davy, Au-
dubon, Samuel Morse, Sir Charles
Lyell, Joseph Henry, Agassiz, and
Francis Trevelyan Buckland. The
kernel of each story is preserved, and
only the shell is left out. We have
greatly enjoyed Sir Isaac Newton, even.
though the famous apple turned up
again; it is time it was put into a
dumpling. Morse will be mnew to
many. His first telegraphic message-
was a notable one—** What hath God
wrought !’ After all his struggles,
he might well say this when his dream
was realized, and he was speaking, by
his wire and needle, to friends hun-
dreds of miles away. Not always do
men remember how the Lord helps :
prayer offered in the hour of need is.
not always followed by praise in the

day of success.

This volume contains the sort of read-
ing which wo prescribe for our youth.
‘Whenever we meet with such a book,.
we half wish we had a dictatorship over
all public libraries, and could order a
copy at once to be placed in each one
of them. We suggest to our readers
that seven sixpences will be well in-
vested in the purchase of this work.
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Dorothy  Lavender: a Temperance
Story. By EMILY JANE MOORE.
George Cauldwell.

WHo ever spent ninepence on a plant

of lavender for the look of the thing ?

It's about the meanest-looking bush

in the garden. But who does not

love it for its superlative fragrance ?

Just so, this little Dorothy Lavender

must be judged, not by its modest

size and price, but by the sweet per-
fume of its flowers and leaves. The
story is full of tender pathos, and the
style of the writer is simply perfect.

Buy Moore’s sweet lavender! Ten

pages a penny—sweet, blooming

lavender !

Not His Own Muster: or, Ronald
Eversley’s Experience. By Mrs,
Lucas SHADWELL. Religious Tract
Society.

THIS story professes to be the ex-

periences of a lad who chafed under

the well-meant but unwise and severe
discipline to which his father sub-
jected his sons in a dull country
home. Determined to be his own
master, he ran away—to London, of
course. His troubles as the scapegoat
of a rogue, and his acquaintance with
life in & prison, in a hospital, in the
army, and in the Australian Bush,
are very graphically told. The moral
is, that he who would be his own
master may come to be the slave of
many. Divine truth is clearly set
forth, especially the blessedness of
being the servants of all for the
Master’s sake.

Bogie and his Master : their I'light and
their F'ortunes. By Mrs. S. STAINER.
George Cauldwell,

BoGIE is described as ‘“‘a dog whose

pedigree dated back to a line of

Scottish ancestors.” Of his master’s

ancestry all that is known is that

he had a drunken mother from whom
he parted without a tear. How Bogie

and little Dick both entered upon a

‘“higher life”’ than that of London

gutterdom is well told at the low

charge of one shilling.

A Pirate Bold: a Story for Boys,
Young and Old. By HugIt PaToN.
George Cauldwell.

A BIT of good counsel put in story

form; written to prevent or counteract

]

the evil of the * pennydreadfuls,” from
which boys get a taste for criminal
life, as amateur highwaymen, and
pirates.

N.B.—The story epidemic of the
season appears to be the run-away.
from-home-fit. This is the third case
out of half-a-dozen books taken * pe -
miskus-like.”

Loyal to T'ruth. By SYDNEY WATSON.
Clovie and Madge. By Mrs. G. S,

REANEY.

Gerald’s Dilemma. By Exya LESLIE.
Fine Gold; or, Ravenswood Courtenay.

By EMMaA MARSHALL. Partridge

and Co. 1s. 6d. each.

ALL prettily got-up, well-illustrated,
and cheap.

Of Loyal to Truth it is alinost com-
mendation enough to say that it is
published by the Stirling Tract Depot.
The fiction 18 but a silken thread for
goodly pearls of precious truth. Here
are ‘straight talks” to the unsaved,
and sweet sentences for the seeker and
the saved.

More than five years ago we heartily
commended Mrs.Reaney’s Gospel Tem-
perance story, Clovie and Madge. We
can only add that it is as pretty with-
out as it is pure within. In our pre-
vious notice we were led to observe
that, from this and similar stories, it
would appear that ‘‘the chief end of
woman was to marry a clergyman.”
The authoress has, in the meantime,
confirmed our judgment: she has be-
come a clergyman’s wife.

Miss Leslie writes sensible stories,
and seasons them with Bible salt.
Gerald’s is not the only dilemma : for
these family puzzles puzzle us to dis-
sect them, so as to give a verdict of
“Buy,” or ‘“ Don't buy.”

Fine Gold is & not uncommon story
of a stern father disinheriting his son
for marrying contrary to his wishes
—death of son; poverty of widow
and children; adoption of grandchild ;
restoration of family to favour and
fawmily fortune. Moral: ‘A little
child shall lead them.”

P.S.—Readers will please tie on to
the end of each of the four foregoing
tales onme or more—mostly more—
wedding-rings and bride-cakes, with
orange Rowers and peals of bells, and,

{ “the) lived happy, &c.’
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Wo wish for our friend a life of growing
usofulness aund firm adheremce to the grand
old faith, and our prayer elmost prompts
the prophecy that it will bo so. We have
no groater joythan to see one and another
raised up of the Lord to be valiant for the
truth.

Up to tho hour of writing, all things have
gono well at home, to our sincers content.
Fach service has boen full of power. Bless
the Lord !

It is commendablo for ministers to rebuke
vice in public men, and indeed in any men;
but it will go ill with congregations if their
thoughts on the Lord’s-day are called away
from considering eternal matters to enter
the arena of political debate. There is a
time for every purpose under heaven, and
this should be remembered. Faithfulness
to the law of the Lord demands like treat-
ment for all offending in a like manner, and
in this respect certain pulpit exhorters have
not failed ; but they have not been equal in
their ways towards the varieties of sin, for
avowed lying has been passed over, and yet
this sin in the ancient church involved
nothing less than death. Those who think
themselves called upon to exercise a public
censorship of the great ones of the earth
had better adjust their balances. Still, they
have well spoken.

‘We do not see that other good causes will
suffer because General Booth has received
somuch. They will suffer sadly if he does
not use the money wisely ; but we believe
that, when people are generous enough to
give to one thing, they do not grow close-
fisted towards another. If it rains om the
Salvation Army plot, it is all the more likely
to rain on Dr. Barnardo’s, or Archibald
Brown’s. This last brother makes no noise,
but does a steady, real work for the poor.
He ought to have his thousands; for he bas
been doing while others have been pre-
paring schemes. We shall send our £50 to
him. Since writing this, we learn that Mr.
Cuft’s work is in need ; perhaps some friend
will bo prompt to supply the lack. We
hope so.

We receive Iieport of BIBLE AND COLPOR-
TAGE SOCIETY FOR IRELAND: o right noble
ingtitution, but not adequately supported.
It has a General Board, and three District
Committees. The Board numbers 50 mem-
bers, 26 vice-presidents, and seven officers;
and the three Committeos make up 153,
with 19 officers. This splendid machinery
avolves and arranges 21 colporteurs! So
large 2 company would seem quite able
to sit upon any object put under them, and
squash it flat. If one-tenth or one hun-
dredth part of these patrons and committee-
men would lay this work of the Lord to
heart, they would soon double the number
of colporteurs, or kuow the reason why.
Here are 255 gentlemen engaged upon a
work which ought to be a great oue, and
betwoen them 1t becowes a very little ono.

In ail brotherly love, wo would provoke nur
friends a little, and wo would also ask help
for them from the friends of Ireland. Good
is being done, quite as much as one could
expect with so tremendous a Committee :
but the sinews of war are wanting, and we
hope they will be forthcoming. Ireland is
breaking loose from the priests, and needsy
the Bible and the Gospel.

A brother minister sends us a list of *“Ser-
mons to Plonghmen >’ that he has preached.
Some of his titles may suggest subjects to
pastors or local preachers in agricultural
districts, so we append a few specimens:-—
‘ The Dismissed Ploughmaa ”’ (Cain). “A
Cattleman’s Dream ’ (Amos’s vision of figs).
‘“ A Farmer’s Love” (Jacob loved Rachel).
““The Winnowing of the World”’ (Christ
with his fan). ‘A Field Sown and Reaped
the same day’ (Fields already white).
Others in the list are noteworthy, though
adapted to other people as well as plough-
men :—*‘The Housebreakers’’ (Four carriers
of the paralytic). ¢‘Specimens of Satan’s
Grammar ’’ (Eden). ‘‘ The Gentleman’s
Model Letter-writer ”” (The Epistle to Phile-
mon).

On Monday evening, November 24, at the
Tabernacle prayer-meeting, Pastor J. A.
Spurgeon invited the friends to seek special
blessing on the forthcoring services at the
Crown Baths, and in the lecture-hall, and
also on those to be conducted by Messrs.
Fullerton and Smith. Brethren Beecliff
and Ward supplicated for the speedy and
perfect restoration of the absent Pastor,
and also for the coming services, as also did
Brethren Sedcole and Stocks. PastorJ. A. S.
gave a suitable address on the certainty of
the fulfilment of the promtses in the matter
of gospel preaching ; especially pointing out
that the blessing might not come just when,
and how, and where it was looked for; but
it would effect all it was sent for. He
instanced the case of our Saviour’s ministry
as set forth in Luke iv. 16—21, which was
now, and had been from our Lord’s time, a
fulflling, though it seemed not so to the
mauny who lived in Christ’s day. The great
matter was (v. 18) to have the anoint-
ing of the Holy Spirit that the gospel
should be preached. The chairman hav-
ing to leave the meeting, Mr. W. Olney
took his place, and gave an address on the
same lines, illustrating the subject by in-
teresting instances of the power of the
Lord being present to heal at and after ser-
vices at Haddon Hall within the past few
days. Brethren W, Oluey, Allison, Cockrell,
Morris, and J. T. Duan prayed. The latter
read several requests for prayer, and two
requests for thanksgiving for answers re-
ceived. Mr. Oluey thanked the church tor
the constant prayer olfered on his behalf,
and suggested that we should spend a fow
minutes in silent prayer, and that Deacon
Payne should then bring the requests to
tho mercy-scat.
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On  Monday evening, December 1, the
attendance at the Tabernacle prayor-
meeting was affected by the wintry weather
that prevailed. Rev. W. Stott, who had
sreached in the lecture-hall on the previous

ay, ({yremded. Many petitions were pre-
sented for the restoration of the absent
Pastor, whose recovery of health and
strength was reported to be very slow. Being
the first Monday in the month, the mecting
was largely of a missionary character. Mr.
Barrell, the students’ missionary secretary,
gave an excellent address on the progress of
Christian_missions during the past fifty
Years, and referred to the many students of
the College who cither had gone, or hoped
to go, to the foreign field. Mr. Stott told a
remarkable story of the conversion of an
infidel. Special prayer was presented that
Mrs. Spurgeon might be sustained during
her husband’s absence and illness.

COLLEGE.—Mr. N. T. Jones-Miller has
removed from East Dereham, to Carlton
Chapel, Southampton.

Mr. C. E. L. Good reports his safe arrival
at Port Stanley, Falliand Islands, after a
Eleasa.nt voyage, which appears to have
een greatly beneficial to his health. He
finds that the work has suffered very little,
if at all, since Mr. Harris left, as Consul
Lazar has so ably ministered to the pastor-
less church. The chapel was not erected
when he arrived, for the only available
workmen were needed by the Falkland
Islands Company. It is probable that, by
this time, the building is up and opened.
Do any of our friends wish to help in paying
foritr It will be as much as the little
charch can do if it supports its pastor; and
it will be very grateful for help in repaying
the proportion of the cost of the chapel,
which was so generously advanced by a
friend on the spot, who saw the urgent need
of a house of prayer in the far-distant isle
of the sea.

Yet another of our College comrades has
been called to his rest and reward. Pastor
J. 8. Adams only left us at the begiuning of
1890, to settle at Whitchurch, Salop. After
labouring with great earmestness for a few
months, he was obliged to resign his pas-
torate, and go to St. Leonards, where he
fell asleep in Christ, on November 22, at the
early age of twenty-seven. Brethren, let
us work while it is day; the night cometh,
wbeu no man can work !

The following letter will be read with
interest by our College brethren :—

¢‘ Adelaide, S. Australia,
‘‘ October 16th, 1890.
‘‘ To the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon,

‘“ Dear and honoured President, — We
take advantage of our mesting, in connec-
tion with the aunual gatherings of the South
Australian Baptist Association, to send you
a few lines of hearty and affectionate grevt-
ing. Though we are so far distant from
you, we feel an undiminished interest in the

work of God at the Tabernacle, Colloge,
and Orphanage; wo rcjoice in your joy,
and when sorrow comes §o you, we sorrow
with you. It is our earnest and united
prayer that health of body may Dbe continued
to you, and that the rich and increasing
blessing of the Master may rest upon you
and upon your work.

** We are glad to assure you that, by the
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, we all re-
main loyal to the truths he bas revealed,
and count it our highest honour and our
richest privilege to be used of him in the
conversion of sinners, and the edification of
his people. We are yearning to know more
of the grace of Christ in our hearts, and of
his power in our lives and in our service.
Some of us can speak of gracious blessing
on our work for Christ, and we give all the
glory to him whose power has been thus
manifested.

‘“ We shall be glad if you will convey to
the brethren of the Conference the assur-
ance of our warm esteem for them. We
wish also to send to Mrs. Spurgeon a
message of sincere sympathy and Christian
love. We still cberish very happy recollec-
tions of her many kindnesses, and of her
deep interest in the College and the College
men. We pray for her, that she may be
sustained by the divine grace, and refreshed
by the divine blessing. .

Wishing for you every blessing from the
loving Father’s hand,

‘¢ We are, dear President, .

‘“ Yours in the Master’s service,
¢¢ SAMUEL FA1BEY, Parkside, S.A.
‘“ EDWARD VAUGHAN, Minlaton, S.A.
‘“ A. J. CLARKE, Syduey. X
“ WiLriam E. Ricg, N. Adelaide.
¢ FREDK. J, STEWARD, Stockport, S.A.”

EvANGELISTS. — Messrs. Fullerton and
Smith had a most successful mission at New
Court Chapel, Tollington Park, from which
it is expected that there will be great results.
The pastor, Mr. Pierce, and his deacons
and friends, worked most heartily with the
Evanpgelists. .

The next mission was at Enfield, of which
Pastor G. W. White writes:—

“ My dear Mr. Spurgeon,—I thought you
would be gratified to receive a brief account
of the visit of our brethren, Fullerton and
Smith, to Enfield. The mission, which was
in every sense a united one, commenced on
Saturday, November 22ud, and closed on
Sunday, 30th, the services being conducted
in the Riding House, Enfield Court, which
was readily placed at the disposal of the
Mission Committes by Colonel Somerset, a
liberal-minded churchman. You may ve-
member that, some twenty-three years ago,
you preached in that building. .

¢ Prior to the mission, a week of united
prayer was held, and the meetings were
more largely attended than any gatherings
for prayer in Enfield within my recollection.
A most carnest spirit prevailed, and the
uppermost desire, expressed by Congrega-
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tionalists, Wesleyans, Primitive Methodists,
Brothren, and DBaptistsa, was for a large
ingathering of souls to Christ.

‘““Theso meetings were a splendid pre-
aration for the services. By the time the
tvangelists arrived, the hearts of God’s
people were all aglow, and full of confident
expectation ; and from the very first service
the power of the Lord was present to sava.

¢ Although the weather was anything but

favourable, the building was thronged every
night, and the people listened, spell-bound,
to both the songs and the addresses. There
was a wonderful fascination about Mr.
Smith’s singing, and his tender, persuasive
utterances touched many a heart. There
was also something about the man himself
that attracted one; when telling the story
of divine love, his face seemed radiant with
a light from heaven. As a preacher to
chi.lgren, I have never heard his equal. He
arrested their attenlion at once, and kept it
from beginning to end. He came down to
their level, and talked as with a child’s
heart and a child’s tongue.

¢“Upon Mr. Fullerton, also, the Spirit of

God undoubtedly rested. His addresses
were those of a man desperately in earnest,
who knows well how to deal with religious
difficulties, and all vain excuses, and who
has learned the blessed art of presenting
gospel truth in such a way that it is almost
impossible for his hearers to remain in-
different to it. His meetings for ‘an hour
with the Bible’ were also most helpful,
especially to Christians, and his special
address to men only is not likely to be soon
forgotten. His points were ably argued,
and thrillingly illustrated; and many a
strong man trembled beneath the power of
the Word.”

Our brethren afterwards went to Grafton
Square Baptist Chapel, Clapham, and Penge
Tabernacle; and then came their great
mission at the Tabernacle, of which we must
give detailsnext month. It was thought ad-
visible to commence at the Kennington
Baths from December 27th to 3lst, moving
on to the Tabernacle for the Watch-night
and New Year’s services, and continuing in
the renovated building until January 11th.
May the Lord give even greater blessing
than on their previous visits !

At the end of Junuary, the Evangelists
are to spend a week at Regent’s Park Baptist
Chapel, and in February they go to Falmouth
and Ilfracombe.

Mr. Edwin Strange, writing concerning
Myr. Burnham's mission at Perry Green and
Caddington, says:—** The services at Pexry
were very much enjoyed; the interest in-
creased each evening. One cannot speak
too highly of Mr. Burnham’s work; he is
quiet, earnest, simple, yet with greut power.
His weok at Perry was more blessed than
he thinks; for, since he left, five huve fully
decided for Christ.”” Mr. Burnham next
visited Carlton Chapel, Southampton ; and
Leafield, Oxfordshire; and in each place

.

the Lord blessed his work. He has sine-
been at Great Yarmouth, and this month
he is to be at Kilmington and Reading.

Mr. Harmer had successful services at
most of the places where he held missions
in connection with the North-West Kent
Association, and he bas since been at Ipswich
with the Baptists and Methodists, He is
now at Thornton Heath.

OrPHANAGE.—This month’s magazine has
to be finished so early that we canoot pub-
lish a report of the Christmas festivities, or
tell how generous our friends have been this
year; but we shall hope to give full par-
ticulars next month.

Our poetical friend, Mr. Robert Morgan,
of Clapton, has seut us the following verses,
which are much too good to be lost :—

GOD BLESS THE ORPHANS!

¢¢ Grod bless our orphan boys,
Fill their young hearts with joys,
Their acts control :
Lead them to seek thy face,
QGive them thy saving grace,
And may thy love embrace
Each precious soul !

‘¢ The girls do not pass by,
Heed thou their feeble cry.
Looking above:
‘When they are sad at heart,
Feeling some bitter smart,
Assure them of their part
In thy great love !

¢ Yes, bless both girls and boys,
Give each the best of joys,
To know thy Word:
In these, their childhood years,
Free them from anxious cares,
And let them know no fears
But fearing God !

«When childhood’s days are gone,
And they shall have to earn
Their daily bread ;
Thy care do not withdraw,
Watch o’er them more and more,
Guide, guard, for evermore
Give daily bread !
¢Q thou, the orphans’ Friend,
To thee we still commend
The orphans’ home :
Still pour down from above,
Grace, wisdom, strength, and love,
Which each and all may prove,
Till thou shalt come ! ”’

CoLPORTAGE.—There is nothing of n start-
ling character to report, but the records or
the work show a steady, earnest, and
enlarged amount of effort put forth by the
colporteurs, ninety-six of whom are regu-
larly employed, and devote their whole time
to carrying out the important design of the
Associstion. Without publishing the details
of each case, below will be fouud notes ot
& few results which call for much thankful-
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ness and further efforts to extend the work.
These are selected from a mass of the
agents’ reports.

(1) At a young people’s prayer-mceting,
started by a colporteur, a young man
related that the colporteur had bcen instru-
mental in reclaiming him from a state of
darkness and backsligiug.

{¢) A young womaun, who had Deen a
regular reader of bad movels, was led to
discontinue the pernicious practice by read-
ing some of the penny stories.

(3) A gentleman, who for a long time had
been anxious about spiritual things, was in-
duced to purchase Adrownd the Wicket Gate,
and it was made a blessing to him.

(4) An effort made to extend the circula-
tion of the President’s weekly sermons
has also been successful. One colporteur
writes that they bave proved a great
blessing to many who lhave had them,
cspecially to some who, through ill-health
and age, had been unable to get to a place
of worship.

(5) Another colporteur has gone to preach
at a village for twenty years, and the people
arc delighted that he brings them good
magazines and books. He visits twenty-
one villages and towns, and could make it
thirty if he had time to go to them.

{6) Many people state that they would
never be visited by any Christian bat for the
colporteur’s call. One agent rejoices that,
for sixteen years, he has worked his dis-
trict, and that manifest blessing is resting
upon his regular preaching at two village
chapels.

These are only samples of the kind of
work accomplished—the afflicted are visited,
the careless are addressed, the advantages
of good reading are pointed out, and, above
all, the salvation of souls is earnestly and
constantly made the aim of the men. The
good seed is scattered broadcast to the value
of £800 to £900 per month. May we not
expect great things from a widespread
agency like this, which regularly reaches
even the most remote country districts?
The prayers and practical assistance of all
friends of the Word of God and good
literature are earnestly desired.

Enquiries and contributions should be
sent to the secretary, W. Corden Jones,
Temple Street, St. George’s Road, South-
wark, London, S.E.

PrrsoNar NoTes.—A friend writes to us
concerning a native medical evangelist in
Judia, who has been passing through great
trials. He says: ‘‘They are over, but even
while they lasted he was not without com-
fort and sustaining grace. After mention-
ing certain passages of Scripture, he says:
“Ope exccedingly blessed and comforting
word I found in Spurgeoi’s Birthday-bool.
It is this: ‘“ When the Lord intends to lift
his servants into a ligher stage of spiritual
life, he frequently sends them a severe
trial.”? It will be gratifying to you to know
that, though the Lord detalns you in

London, he uses you to help perplexed
souls in distant lands.”

Auother letter from Indic comes to us by
way of NVew Zealand. One of our brethren
there received it from a Zenana wmissionary,
to whom it was addressed by an cducated
Indian gentlemuu:—“Your Jole Plongh-
man's Pictures is a book which ought to be
in the library of every man who wishes to
improve himself—~morally, spiritually, and
secularly alike. It can be a compamon for
life, and you have, by its loan to me, kindled
in me a strong desire to have a copy of it
at any cost ; and as I lay before you an ac-
count of my failure to get a copy from the
most likely place known to me, may I ask
you the favour of procuring me yourself
one copy of that most precious book? I
like the book so much that I have made it
my regular study, and I often feel inclined
to mark out the interesting expressions by
pencil.”

Yet another letter comes from Indie,
from the lady who is so well known in
England as A. L. O. E. Miss Tucker
writes:—* You have had so many testi-
monies to the blessing on your works, that it
may seem presumptuous in an old Church
of England missionary to take up even two
minutes of your time ; and yet my little note
may reach you at some period when you
feel weary or unwell, even ‘following
Christ in the dark,’ and be a refreshment.
A very choice servant of God, a converted
Wahabee (the fiercest of Mahomedan
sects), has just left me. He asked me to
help him with his English, and our reading-
book is one of your sermons, on the sin-
fulness of the doctrine of salvation b
works. The English, being so idiomatical,
was extremely difficult to my pupil. I had,
at first, to explain almost every expression;
but the grasp of the doctrine, by a former
Mahomedan, is delightful. . . . . I bad a
valued volume of your sermons, which I
split into six parts, having each part bound,
that six may benefit at once.

“T must add a P.S., to communicate the
curious fact that a fine young Sikh convert
hag commenced reading to me every day
another of your sermons, also that when I
asked a dear young cempanion to-day what
book she would like me to read to her, she
proposed ‘ Spurgeon,’ so I am actually
having parts of three different sermons of
yours every day, an almost unique thing, I
should think. The different mnationalities
make it the more curious.”

A Congregational minister writes to tell
us of a centenarian, ‘‘ who still retains his
faculties in a remarkable way, and is a
great reader of the newspapers, and Mr.
Spurgeon’s sermons. . . . It uppears that
only in the latest years of his life has he
come to rejoice in the knowledge of the
gospel of grace, and this through tho rcading
of your sermons, which, he suys, are
beautiful.”
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A Presbyterian minister sends us the
following cheering letter :—*‘ My dear Mr.
Spur§eon,—Bemg somewhat pressed for
time last week, I did not prepare & sermon
for ny ovening service, expecting to do
so in the interval between the morning
and evening meeotings; but it turned out
thut I had to go to both my Sabbath-schools,
so that I had only about un hour at my dis.
posal. During that timeI read over two of
your sermons on Mark xv. 21, and simply
yetold whatever I remembered of them in
the pulpit, with the result that this morning
I received the following note:—

¢ Dear Sir,—Through the preaching of the
Word by you on Sabbath evening, I have
accepted Christ as my Saviour; and, God
helping me, I will bear the cross 'to theend.
May God bless you in health and strength,

and enable you to earry on your good worlk,

and I pray that he will give you many souls
for your hire! Please pray that I may he
kept faithful.

¢ Sincerely yours,
(3

“T simply write you because I consider
that the credit of the human instrumentality
in this case is due to you; and, fancying
that a man in your position receives many
letters likely to discourage and annoy you,
I thought that the intimation that your
sermons, even in the mouth of another, had
been owned by the Master, would be in-
teresting ; and, considering that there was
an audience of considerably over nine hun-
dred, there is no knowing how much un-
known good may have been accomplished.””

Hustors” Gollege, MWetropolitan Tubermucle.

Statement of Receipts from November 15th to December 12th, 1890.

£ s d.

Collection at Zion Chapel, Chatham,

per Pastor T. Hancocks .
Mr. R. J. Beecliff .
Pastor Harry W ood’
Mr. H. Lakeman ...
Mr. J. Barrie
Mus. C Robertson.,. P
Mrs. H Dalgllesh v
H.B.
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C. M. ... .

Mr. P. Cameron ...
Per Mrs. James Withers :—
Messrs. Heelas and Co. ... 1
Mr. P. Davies

Mr a.nd Mrs. Sutdlﬂe
The Mlsses Hea

Part legacy of the inte Mr. Armstl ong,
Warrambeen ... o
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Mrs. Armstrong ...
Mr. McDonald, per Mr=. Armsuronﬂ
Mr. Alexander Martin ...
Mr. Thos. R —
The Misses Bashall .
D.E. G., Wilts. ...
Dr. W. McGill
Miss Adderley .
A friend, Edmbu.rgh
Mr. John Short ...

Weekly Offerings at Met. Tab
Nov.

" 23 zu

o 30 . w10
Dec. 7 .. 10
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73 5 0
£226 5 0

ﬁtoxkfmll @rphanage.

Statement of Receipts from November 15th to December 12th, 1890.

£ s. d.
Mr. W. Woolidge... w 010 0
Mrs., Fraser.. . 040
Mr. C. Ibberson ... .. 0 2686
Collected by Miss C. Jesson:i—
M. W. Stanyon . 0
Miss Eames .. 0
“he Misses Bennett 0
Miss Raynos... 0

oot
SO0

[

TFrom a friend

Mrs, Pester ..

Mr. E. K. Stace (mstead of lefrncy) I {

A friend, Edinbuwrgh ...

Mr. Ernest A. Ryall ...

Mr. Thomas Davies e

. 0., Derby

Miss R. Cordrey and fnends

Mr. W, Edwards ... -

My, F. J. Ackland... o

Mrs. R. Davies ...

Miss M. A. Butterworth. ..

The L. C. M. Band of Hopc Tynehnm
Hall, Battersea, per Mr. Iolimes

P, 0., Wulworth ... o
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Mrs. Thomas's ckildren ... .~
Mr. R. Sherringham
Mr. James Leiper ..,
Mrs. Poate ... .
Mrs. Veale ... .
Mr. Wm. Costley
Executors of
Jones e

Mrs. M. Smith

Mr. R. Lewis

Mr. Thos. Underhill

““ Haven of peace”

Miss A. E. McLain o

Mc. R. Finlayson ... .-

Collected by AMr. D. Hawkins ...

Mrs. Aroold . .

Mr. J. E. Stephen\

Mrs. E. B. Thorne..

Procecds of Hurvest thunk\"xvmT ser-
vices at Baptist Chapel Cor ton, pm
Mr. Barnes .

Mr. C. Evison

Mr. J. Brown

Miss Green ...

R -E O,

thé” late Mr. Joshua
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\Mrs, E. Sparrow

Mrs. Mackenzie ...

Mrs. Harmis ..
Collected h\ Miss A. Thatchel

Mrs. Dobbs (Chnstmas)

Mr. T. Mannington

Mrs. T. Manniogton

Qllm %snnmgton (Isfield)
rs. Chas. Ma ton ...

Mrs. Porter .. nnmg .~

Miss Caflyn ..

Mr. and Mrs. Cuﬂ'm
**Bonny” ...

AMrs. John Guy ...

Miss A. Thatcher ...

Mrs. Iauleoner ... v

My, S, Ormrod

Mrs. Gardiner

Mr. Lawrence Shepherd .

Collected by Miss Topsy Ohver

Mr. J. Bowman ...

Captain Jas. Ewing

TFrank Willard Fca.rn, Oakl:md Ca.h-
fornia . .

Mrs. Garroway ...

J.H. M. . .

Mrs. Mitchell .

T. G. B., Chelmsford

Mr. 5. 1. Dauncey -

Collected by Mrs. Nelson

Young Women’s Bible-class at the Or-

- 12;anage, per Mrs. J Stiff

00000000 ONE
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e

A EK. Smce

Sixpence per week... :

Mr. A. Davis, and work-people em-
ployed at Messrs. Hitchcock and
‘Williams’ .

JMiss P.u-kyns per Pastor T. W. '\Ied-
hurst, Cardiff

Mr.H. C. Bndgmzm

Mrs. Brazil ...

Miss Ellis ..

Mr. R T. Bull ...

Mrs. Barrat . .

Miss E. Wild .

In memory of Eliza Hooley

Mr. G. Gibb and friends...

P.M .

Mrs J. L. Blake ..

Mrs. R. Best, peer G.'C. Heard
Miss Pearce .. .
Miss E. Pearce ...
Miss Greenlees ...
Mrs. George Cowan
Mr. Jno. ¥. H.
Collected by Mr. J. Shaw
M. N. W., Berbice

Mrs. Wilkinson ...
Ar. Henry Tribe ...
Endymion ...
W. W. Carluke ...
Alrs. Miller .
Mrs, Kilborn .
Readers of * The Christian Herald ” .
Mise A. Pratt e .
Mr. and Mrs. Parkinson.

J.J., Harrogate ..
You.ng Men’s Bible-cla.ss, Talbot
Tabernacle, Bayswater, per Mr.
Cursons
Ar. Wm. Reid
Mrs. M. G. Whitfeld
Mrs. Sharman .
Mrs. Arnold..
M Maude M. Hod;,es
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STOCKWELL ORPHANAGE.

Mrs. Bagster .
Annual collection ‘of the Westbourno
Grove Chapel Young Women 8 Bible
Class, Fer liss E. R, Perry ..
Woolidge
Nurse Bukel

Mr. W Auderson ...
Mr. E. West .
Mr. 8. Slodden ...
BStamps from ljermck
Mrs. Baines..

Mr. W. J. Evelyn
Mrs. A. Thornpson
Mr. W. Dunn e
Mr. George Bickerson ...
Mrs. A. Ferguson .,.
Mrs. R. A. Spell ..,
Mrs. Sheppee
Mrs. Downs... . .
Mr. 8. Cornhorough
Mrs. Hickiss
B. G,
Mrs. 8., Deptford ...
Mr. James Uristow
Mr. Thos. P. Potts .

Mr. T. Bush .. .- . .
Mr. T\ A. Flitton ... .

Mr. C. E. Smith ... .
Rev. R. Colman

‘Donation from a fnend
Mrs. Colthup
Mrs. Speed .
Pastor Ha.rry Wood
Mrs. C. Robertson .. e
Collected by Mirs Lxly Armstrong
Per Mrs. James Wxthers —
Mr. W. I. Palmer .. 4
Mr. W. Moore
Messrs. Heelas and Co. ...
Mr. E P. Collier ...

. Ravenscroft .
Mrs, Collier ..
Mrs. Wilson...
Mr. T. Wells
Mrs. J. Davies

Mr. and Mrs. Sutcliffe ...
The Misses Heap ...
Given to Mr, Spurgeon at Menton :
Dr. Bennet ... . 0
Mrs. Jones, per Dr. Bennet ]
Lieut.-Col. and Mrs, Lassalle 0 16 0
Rev. Henry Lings... 25 0 0
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Mr, Thos. R— ...

A fnend Edmburgh

Miss Lizzie Baxter

Mrs. Fryer ... .

Mrs. Ferguson
Mrs, Janet Beott .

Rev. Bidney R. Young
Mr. W. MacDowell
Mrs. L. M. Brown
Mr. James Lunn ...
Mrs. Chillingworth
Mr. C. J. Walmsley
Mr. G. Nowell .
Mr. J. Campbell

-t

(5]

OHOHNKNHMORNMORMOMHOORHONCHOC -

-
O}h—OOOE'—l

-

W "‘g
CMmMOOROCHOONHKHOONOW

—

-

-

[

QCOV‘SO’-‘OONO&OOOOOOOQOU‘U\OOONNO\OG\OO

ot

[

CooMbCoNMHNNROSCoONNO®D

2
o

COO0COOOPONOOCORLOOCO0COODORRADOOLOD

QO™

COODCOIOOMOOOOMmMOOOOR



OOLPORTAGE ASSBOCIATION, 47

£ 8. d. £ s
1landrindod friends, per Miss I[mdmg 1 00 Mr. W. M. Taylor... 010 0 sd
Mrs. G. E. Chupn.mn 0 6 0| MrlJ.J. Lyddon ... 010 0
Mise Bush ... - 010 0 Mr. Davies ... - 09 2 6
Mra. ¥ordham . 1 0 0 | Mr. Pannicrs 0 2 8
Mr. Q. Gray... e 110 Mrs. Judd ... 02 6
Mr. W.J. Bmith ... 1 1 0| Mrs. Williams 010
Mrs, Mannington .. 110 Mr. T. Jenkins ... 100
Mr. W lecocks, per Mre. J. A. Bpu.r- 50 16 11

geo .. 1 1 0 | Lackland IIall, Chelsea, per Mr. H.
Saudwlch, pet Bnnkers - .. 220 Veitch . .. 10 0 0
Meetings by Mr. Charl»sworlh and the Christmas Festionl F'und —

Orphanage Choir :— Mrs. Shearman ase 2 00
Risca P ... 16 8 0 | Miss Jessie A. Riddell ... .. 050
Belle Isle Mission .. .. 714 0 | Mr. J. Goodehild ... .. w 100
Shanklin ... ... 10 B 8 Mrs. Virtue . . .. 050

Gosport, peer Og,, —_ Mr. G. D. Forbes ... - 0 26
Nett proceeds of Enter- Mr. W. Manillan ... . 100

tainment ... . 7 7 8% Eskdale Shepherd ... 010 o
Collecting-boxes ... 818 93 E P, Brixton 040
Colonel Mumby ... - 2 00 HE S. 110
Mr. E. Lapthorn ... . 100 Mrs. E. Al]mey . 0 2 6

—— 19 6 6 | Miss E. Clover . 050
John  Street, Edgware In memoriam, E. . 1 00

Road 54 6 Mrs. Warmm"ton 110

Sale of provrammes 012 3 Mr. James Wilson... . 05350

————r 516 9 | Mr. H. Proctor ... -~ 100
Bromley, sale of programmes .. 0 9 0| Mr.J. Wood . .. 010 0
West Cowes .. . .. 14 7 3 Emma . 010 o

Brynmawr :— Mrs. Keevil .. . 010 0
Nett proceeds of cnter- Mrs. B, Tox.. o 050

tainment ... 45 8 5 Mrs. Joslin ... .. 010 0
Mr. J. Bundred . 050 Stamps from Clnppmg Sodbury w 010
Mzr. J. Jones o 040 Mrs Holmes... ... 500
Mr. J. Lewis . 010 0 AP .. 0 2 0
Mr. Connop... 050 Miss E. Sydenham 100
Mr. Morgans 06 0 Mr. and Mrs, J. E. Saunders | \a. new
Mr.J. Ambrey .. 010 shilling each for the orphan girls) ... 12 10
Miss Hemmings ... 0560 —_—
A friend . 0560 £770 3 11
Mr. D. A. Davies .. 100 —_—

List of Presmla, per Mr. Charlesworth, from November 15th to December 12a, 1890.—Provisioxs:—
1 sack Flour, Mrs. T. Collins; 20 lbs. Teu Messrs, Armstrong & Co.; a box of Raisins and Currants,
Mrs. Reynolds; 1 New Zealond Sheep, Mr. A Seale Haslam ; 224 lbs. Rice, Mr. J. L. Potier;
2 hampers Brend, Mr. N. Read; 6 Ducks, 8 Geese, Mr. K. Ju.mper ; 1 side Pork, Mr. W. J. Graham ;
208 1bs. Mutton, Mr. SBamuel Bnmw 156 lbs. Sawsages, Mr. E. Sparrow ; lcwt. Potatoes, Mr.
J. Walton ; 14 lbs, Bulter, Mr. G. Sca.ndretl; 2 boxes Raisins, Mr. T. \Vrﬂy‘ 2 cases of Eureka
Aérated Pa.stry Flour, Mr. W. A. Combs; 28 1. Baking Powder, Messrs. Freen.en and Hildyard ;
6 Stilton Cheese, Mr. J. T. Crosher; 1 ¢wt. Corn [Flour, Messrs. Brown and Polson.

Bovs' CLoTHING :(—A quantlty of Hose, Cuffs, Collars, Caps, Ties, Gloves, and 2 Suits, Mr. T. A
Smith; 1 Boy’s 8uit, 8. W.; 9 Articles, Mry. H. Muir; 12 pairs Knitted Sock Mrs. Kine; 1 Wool
Wrap, "1 Coat, Mrs. Allen EShlrts. Mrs, Kemp; 6 pairs Knitted Socks, Mrs. Vatcher.

GirLs CLOTHING :—22 Artlcles. Miss Clayton; 114 Articles, The Ladies’ Working Meeting, Metro-
politan Tabernacle, per Miss Higgs; 12 Amdes Mrs, Bartholomew; 5 Articles, “from a friend at
St. John's Wood ; 1 pair 8tockingsand a few leniths Ribbon, &c., Mrs. AT Davies ; 4 Handkerchiefs,
12 Wraps, Miss C. Mello; 6 Articles, Miss M Harris; 6 Axulcles, Miss Wood 8§ Articles, Mrs.
Walton ; 22 Articles, Mrs. Kemp; 109 Articles, Miss 8. Hughes 43 Articles, Miss E. Harper ; 230
Girly and Boys’ Artxcles. The Young Ladics’ Workmg Party, Readmg, per AMrs. Jemes Withers.

GeNERAL.—156 yards Red Flannel, Miss Burton ; 9 Books, a quantity of Sweets, 2 Text Cards,
Miss 8. Hughes; a quantity of Nibs, &c., Messr, Warren, Hall, and Lovitt; 1 cwt. Blacking,
Messra. Carr and Son 74 Bows, 3 Aprons, 3 Dolls, Miss S. E. nghb 12 yards Flannelette, 6 Towels,
The Misses Milner; lQ.uth Miss E. Leeder ; a case of Books, &c., Mr. E Newman ; 6 Articles, Mrs.
Mmen 6 Picture Fru.mvs, "Mr. James W)lson 14 Scrap Books, 7 yards Flanncl, 6r vards Galatea,
24 ym-ds Flax, Miss E. Harper.

Golportage Association.

Statement of Receipts from November 16th to Deccmber 12th, 1590.

Subscriptions and Donations fer Districts :— ) z 5. d.
£ 8. d. Mrs. White, for Tewkesbury 210 0

Kent and Sussex Baptist Association, Great Yarmouth Town Mission 710 0
for Arundel and Bittingbourne .. 1210 © Ross District, per Mr. Thomas Blake.. 10 0 0
Sellindge District, ner Mr. Thos. R— 10 0 0 Lepton nod Burton-on-Trent, per E.S. 20 0 0
_\ylcsbury District, per Mr. Thomas M. A. H,, for Orpington .. . 8500
Gurney 12 18 O | Mr. Thos. R—, for Bower Chalk .. 3 0 0
Motro olltnnTnbernaclc Sunday-school —_—
Dlstgwt . y 10 0 £10218 0
Rondhem District i e 7100 _—
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Subscriptions and Denations te the General Fund:—

8. d
Mr. Thos. R— ... W 6 00
A thankoftering for special favours ... 2 0 ©
D. E. G, Wilts . .- 056 0

Arnnual Subscriptions :—

Mr. F. W.N. Lloyd 10 0 O
Mr. F. Fishwick 2 20
Pastor J. A. Spurgeon 010 6

SOCIETY OF EVANGELISTS.

M. J. Buswell ..,
Mr.J. Hall ...
Mr, J. J. Caok s
Messrs: Hodder and Stoughton...
Mr. Woollard

Society of

Statement of Receipts from Nove

Ghangelists,

mber 15th to December 12th, 1890,

Mr. P, Cameron ... s

Part legacy of the late Mr. Armstrong,
Warrambeen ... -

Mr. Alexander Martin

Mr. Thos. R— ... -

The Misses Bashall “

D. E. @, Wilts

£ s d.
Thankoffering for Mr. Buwnham's ser-
vices at Leafield ... .. 1 20
Thanokoffering for Mr. Harmer’s ser-
vices at Tenterden . .. 1 210
Mr. J. Barrie . 010 0
Thankoffering for Mr. Buraham's ser-
vices at Caddington and Perty Green 2 6 4
Thaukoffering for Messrs. Fullerton
and Smith’s services at St. John's
Presbyterian Chureh, Forest Iill 30 00

Surrey Gurdens FWemorial Schools.

Stateient of Receipts from Noren

-
no®

Mirs. Peacock
Rev. Dr. Beith an
Mr. W. Tarnbull ... .
Miss E. Grant and two sermon-readers
Mr. G. Turnbull .
Mr, Jas Lourie
Two widows, Wick
A reader of the sermons,
M. R, P. O., Nice....
A.E O .
A sermon-rea-ler, Blackburn
Mr. G. Lorimer ...
From anu old lady seventy-five years ol
age, Lut still able to read the sexmons
Mrs. Lees .. .
A sinceve {riend
Aberdcenshire farmer ...
Postal orders from Amblestone, Haver-
fordwest ... .
Mr. R. Cardell ...
Mrs. Edwards
Mr. E. Muil .
Collected by Miss J. Brown ...
Mrs. C. Dales .
Mr. W. J. Scolt
Mrs. H. Dalgliesh...

-

OHCO MOCOCONRFHOCHMMODON

-
otopowt

—

Cosham

-

-

wber 15th to December 12th, 1890.

S. H. ...
Idonen Thomas ...
Mr. W. J. Warren

Pafford
H. B. o
A reader of the sermons, which ave sent
on to India

A coachman, Hereford ...

Mr. A. MacRae ...

Mrs. Gardner and friends

Mr. Jas. Wilson ...

Mr. W. E. Rowe, per Mr. J. P. Duggat

DMr. Alright, per Mr. S. R. Pearce

Mr. A. Stewart . .

A friend, Xemnay...

Part legacy of the late Mr. Armstrong,
Warrambeen ...
@Given to Mr, Spurgeon at Menton -

Rev. W. L. and Mrs. Lang.. 56 0 0

Miss E. Constance Kemp ... 2 0 0

Stamps from Forres, N.B.

Miss Limbert e
A thankoffering for special favours ...
Mrs, Hinton .. .
Pastor H. Rylands Brown
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From Huwkhurst . B
For Beneral &

Statement of Receipts from Noven

£ s d.
Mre. W. MeClintock w 000
Matthew xxv. 40 ... . 0 2 ¢
Mr. D. Audursou ... o 010 0

se in the Zord's ok,

wber 15¢h to December 12¢h, 1890.
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Friends sending presents to the Orphunage are earnestly requested to let their names or
initials accompuny the same, or we cunnot properly acknowlsdge them ; and also to write to
Mr. Spurgeon if no acknowledyment is sent within a week. AU parcels should be addressed
10 Mr. Charlesworth, Stockwell Orphanage, Clapham Road, London.

Subseriptions will be thankfully veceived by C. H. Spurgeon, *“ Westwood,” Beulah Hill,
Upper Norwood. Should any sums sent before the 13th of last month be unacknowledged in

this list, friends are requested to write at once to Mr. Spurgeon. Post Office and

ostal

Orders should be made payable at the Chief Office, London, to C. H. Spurgeon ; and Cheques

and Urders should all be crossed.
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SWORD AND THE TROWEL.

FEBRUARY, 1891.

The Witness and Jis Position,
BY C. H. SPURGEON.

&S a7, |0 bear witness to the truth is the duty of the servant of the
o Lord. “Truth is mighty, and it will prevail;” but it
needs earnest advocacy, or otherwise its voice may for a
seagon be hushed by the clamours of error. The immediate
: work of each lover of the gospel of God is to maintain ir,
at all costs, against all opponents. He cannot do this unless he is in-
wardly persunaded that what he has received into his heart is, in very
deed, the eternal verity of the Most High. About this he must have
no question ; for how shall he speak with power to others if he is in
doubt himself ?

This conviction, at the ontset, lays him open to charges of egotism,
dogmatism, bigotry, intolerance, and other dreadful things. Yet it is
clear to any candid mind that, if a man is not assared that what he
believes is true, he ought hot to believe it, and at bottom he does not
even now believe it. The faith which has brought life and comfort to
a man’s soul, and has been confirmed to him by long years of experience,
i8 not a matter about which he can have an equal amount of doubt and
confidence. If any person be, in reference to great doctrines of religion,
in a state of equilibrium, so 8s to be easily torned one way or the other,
he can hardly be called a believer at all, and he will derive little com-
fort or strength from his faith—if, indeed, he has any faith at all.
Of what use can he be to his country, or to his age, if he has no con-
victions worth defending, no principles worth suffering for? To be
fully persuaded in one’s own mind is certainly necessary for a con-
fesgor, or a leader; yet this fixity of faith is called dogmatism! The
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gencration derides. Martyrs and herocs of all sorts are men who, having
made up their minds, stand by their conclusions; yet this condition of
thought is nicknamed bigotry! That which is admired in Luther,
and glorified in Cromwell, is tabooed if it be seen in a plain Christian
of the present times, whose dispute is with a deceitful unbelief, which
malsks ltself as “modern thought,” and puts on the stage dress of
‘“charity.”

The servant of the Lord Jesus must therefore cheerfully endure
the necessary obloquy ; and though he may in his heart be yielding
and loving, he must be content to be rated as obstinate, uncharitable,
and devoid of the fraternal spirit. He may have candidly weighed
cach novel opinion, and have decided against it with great delibera-
tion; but he will be reporied to be blindly conservative. He may feel
great delight in allowing all possible liberty of thought to others; but
on their part, if he does not think with them, he is judged to be ignorant
und senile.  This may gall him for a while, but he will find that the
sore soon heals. It is a part of his obedience to his Lord that he
should bear willingly that which duty involves. A messenger from a
great king is not allowed to forego an errand because the missive
which he carries will bring him personally no honour. Why should
he expect honour ? What would be the worth of such honour as the
enemies of God can render ?

In bearing his protest, the witness must remember that, in pro-
portion to the necessity for it, will be the unlikeliness of its being
received. When an evil is in the bud, and it is pointed out, the
unpolluted conscience of the community is awakened, and the mischief
is iImmediately dealt with ; but whea the fault is widely spread, and its
existence has become a customary thing, the protester is voted a dis-
turber of the peace, and an accuser of the brethren. The evil is no
longer considered evil by those who have grown familiar with it.
An error may be regarded as wrong for the individual's own self, but
for the sake of peace he refuses to see its danger or fault in others,
much less to reprove it, or separate from others on account of it. The
man of sound doctrine, who is also of supple backbone, is at first shocked
when error is avowed in his presence; but on recovering himself, he
feels it to be a point of honour to bear it in silence. The next step is
to see a good deal in the new dogma from the other person’s point of
view; and further om, the easy-going mind becomes convinced that one
must not be too rigid in one's own opinion upon religious matters.
On the heels of this, there frequently comes a pricking of conscience
when an unlooked-for protester points out the growing mischief ;
and to conceal this inward weakness there is added anger against the
unwelcome intruder. Who is this Jeremiah with his wailing—this
obstinate Micaiah, who will prophesy nothing but evil to the Ahabs of
the hour, just at the time when they are willing to be allied with
Judah ? Out of this annoyance very naturally grows a warm sympathy
with the person who at first broached the error. By this process, the
supposed friends of truth change sides, and the real supporters of it act
as if' they had become its enemies. Some of the best become cats’-paws
for the worst, and those who should be vessels fit for the Master’s use
are handled by the enemy of souls as tools to build up a false peace.
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This tends to make intercourse difficult, and friendship precarious ;
for the Vale of Siddim is full of slime-pits, and one dreads the influence
of familiarity with the abettors and patrons of errorists. What, can
be more grievous to the earnest believer than this condition of thingg ?
It seems to him that “chaos and old night” have returned again.
Friends and foes have joined hands, and he himself finds his endea-
vours hindered, not so much by those whose error he assails, as by
good men who lend their influence to protect them.

‘What then ? Should the witness for the Lord, who has fallen upon
times of apostasy, speak no more in the name of the Lord ? Or should
he forego his own special witness, and deal in pleasing generalities ?
Far from it. Here is the trial of his fidelity. Let him patiently
wait, and see whether time, which is the friend of truth, will not bring
about a change. It may be that God will call forth champions from
among the despoilers of his Word, or he may open the eyes of those
decoyed into an unholy alliance, and make them regretfully remember
the truths which aforetime they professed to hold. It may even happen
that, in the hour of its triumph, error may commit suicide by going toon
far for even this much-enduring age. The mask may incautiously be
lifted, and under the silver veil the leprous forehead may be seen, and
then good men will start back amazed, and their dream will be over
once for all.

At any rate, as evil advances, the necessity for the rejected protest
will be more pressing than ever, and the witness will feel that woe is
unto him if he does not continue and repeat his protest. The fewer his
sapporters, the more imperative is his personal loyalty to duty. He may
cry, “Woe is me, my mother, that thou hast borne me a man of strife
and a man of contention to the whole earth !” Bat he cannot refrain
from obedience to the divine call, though he should be lefc alone.

But he will not be left alone. Thousands are with the good old
cause—the cause of gospel truth, of the inspired Book, and the divine
Sacrifice. Good men and true are to the front here and there ; and
many equally true are only hidden, because as yet they distrust their
own ability to serve the cause efficiently. A host of peace-loving ones
are bearing and forbearing in hope, but are sorely wounded, because
hitherto they have been bitterly disappointed. They could not think
that matters were so bad : surely their ministers could not mean that
which they seemed to say. Could it be possible that they left out
certain truths because they rejected them ? From these patient ones,
whose eyes are being opened, prevailing prayers ascend without ceasing,
and every witnessing man, who is decided and uwncompromising, has
their love and sympathy—no mean inheritance. Such as these are in all
denominations, and are far more numerous than the adversary dreams.
In due time they will show their strength, and then the thin crust of
dominant falsehood will be broken up by the uprising of the living
fires from within. Quietly but effectively the boasted reign of ¢ another
gospel” will be brought to a close, and the return to the old faith
will not only be joyous for the time, but prophetic of better times
for the fut