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"THE LATE MR. W. S. W. V AUX. 

WE have to announce the sudden death, at the age of sixty-seven, of Mr. 
W,H!iam Sandys Wright Vaux, M.A., F.R.S., the well-known numismatist 
and Oriental scholar. His long connection with the British Museum, the 
service of which he entered in 1841, the year after his graduation as BA. 
at Batliol College, Oxford, and from which he retired in 1870, culminated 
in his keepership of the Department of Coins and Medals, which he 
occupied for two or three months short of ten years. As an expert in 
this sphere of learning, he acted for some time as a joint editor of the 
Numismatic Chronicle, arranged and described for the Society for the 
Publication of Oriental Text the series of fac"similes of the coins struck by 
the Atabeks of Syria and Pen!ia, 1848, and, among other learned contribu
tions, communicated to the Numismatic Society of London in 1863 a paper 
"On the Coins reasonably presumed to be those of Carthage." He was 
employed from 1871 to 1876 in the compilation of a catalogue of the coins 
in the Bodleian Library for the University of Oxford. As a scholar of 
more general and literary activity, Mr. Vaux prepared, in 1851, a descrip
tive "Handbook to the Antiquities of Greek, Assyrian, Egyptian, and 
Etruscan Art in the British Museum." He was the author of " Nineveh 
and Persepolis, an historical sketch of Ancient Assyria and Persia, with an 
account of the neeent researches in those countries," 1850, which reached 
its fourth edition in 1855, and of which a·German translation by Dr. J. T. 
Zenker was published at Leipsic in 1852. To the series of the Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge, genericaJ!y entitled "Ancient History 
from the Monuments," Mr. Vaux contributed two severaJ works-" Persia, 
from the Earliest Period to the Arab Conquest," 1875, and" Greek Cities 
and Islands of Asia Minor," 1877. These works, however, by no means 
exhaust the list of Mr. Vaux's productions, which embrace numerous 
contributions to the transactions of various learned societies, and especially 
to those of the Royal Society of J"iterature, of which Mr. Vaux was for 
some time secretary. On New Year's Day, 1876, he was appointed to the 
secretaryship of the Royal Asiatic Society, an office which he held until 
his .death, at his residence in Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, on Sundaty evening 
llli!t. Mr. Vaux, who was the son of the late Prebendary Vaux, of 
Winchester, Vicar of Romsey, Hant~, was born in Hll8, and was educated 
at Westminster and Baliol College, Oxford, where, as already mentioned, 
he took his B.A. ~ee in 1840. In the world of learning he was a man 
of very wide knOIIVledge and of the most varied accomplishments, and he 
was much esteemed .by a large.circle of private friends.-From the Times. 


