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Marr. v. 6; 2 Tin. 1. 9; Rowm. 1x. 7; Acts viir. 37, 38; Marr. xxvirr. 19,

How wide, how unspeakably wide, is the difference, how great,
how infinitely great, is the contrast, between the spiritually-
minded child of God, whose portion is above and whose heart
and affections are in heaven, and the carnally-minded worldling,
whose portion is below and whose heart and affections are on
earth! This difference between them, both in its cause and ir
its effects, in its source and in its streams, is from God himself;
and that is the reason why it is so wide, deep, and permanent.
Its foundation was laid in his own fixed purposes, in the eter-
nal good pleasure of his will, before the foundation of the
world, was brought to light in time in the first promise given
after the fall, and has had its manifestation and fulfilment in a
greatol or less degree in the experience and life of every be-
liever .rum that day to this. Innumerable are the inhabitants
of the earth; almost equally numerous and diversified are the
classes, ranks, pursuits, and occupations of society; but amidst
these crowds of men and this diversity of station, there are
really two and but two different families, two and but two dis-
tinct seeds, who are as separate now in the mind and sight of
God as ever they will be when time shall be swallowed up in
eternity. It is true that this separation of the church from the
world, of the clean from the unclean, of the living- from the
dead, of the children of God from the children of the wicked
one, is often not so distinct and clear to our eyes as it is in the
eyes of God, and as it should be in accordance with his revealed
will. And yet we may say that to reveal this eternal line of
separation as a vital truth in doctrine, to bring it forth in its
various fruits and consequences into living ‘experience in the
heart, and to produce as well as enforce it in all godly practice
in the life and conduct of all the saints of God, is the grand aim
and object of that Holy Spirit under whose divine inspiration the
Scriptures were written, and by whose gracious operations and in-
fluences they are made effectual unto our salvation and sancti-
fication. And contrariwise to confuse, to obliterate, to nullify,
and, if possible, to dig down and remove this divine barrier
between the church and the world, either in doctrine by the
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denial of truth and the promulgation of error, or in experience
by slighting, despising, or misrepresenting the work of God
upon the soul, or in practice by setting aside the precepts of
God and substituting the ordinances of man, has ever been the
aim and object of Satan and his agents from the day on which
the first stone of this eternal wall of separation was manifestly
laid on earth. Cain and Abel, the first murderer and the first
martyr, stand in the very front of our Bibles as permanent
types and representatives of these two seeds, and if now less
prominent than they have been at various stages of the world’s
long history, they are nevertheless in the mind of God no less
distinet. No language can be more plain or express than the
testimony of God to this point in his holy word. Hence we
learn that it was he himself who put the distinction between the
two seeds; and the separation and enmity which were then thus
laid and made between them~have both subsisted in all the
strength of their original constitution from that day to this,
and will subsist until the end of time.

It is natural enough, and perfectly consistent with the words
of the first promise, that this doctrine should provoke the enmity
of the carnal mind; but to those who know and understand the
Scriptures by divine teaching, to those who have received the love
of the truth that they may be saved thereby, it i¢ a point beyond
all dispute or question, not only from the testimony of the
word, but from the witness of the Spirit in their own con-
sciences, and the verdict of their own long and well-tried
experience, both in its pains and in its pleasures. They know
that it was the special grace of God which quickened them
when dead in sin, and that it was his word spoken to their
hearts with a divine power which called them out of the world
that they might be a peculiar and separate people. To this
point tended all their convictions, anxiety, and distress of mind
on account of sin; for by this work of the Lord on their con-
sciences, the bands which held them fast tosin and to the world
that lieth in wickedness were cut asunder, and with them it
was, *“ Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay
thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be
consumed.” (Gen. xix. 17.) As, then, by this divine work on
their conscience, and as in obedience to this call they came out
of the world and became separate from it, they found him faith-
ful to his promise, that he would receive them and manifest
them as the sons and daughters of the Liord Almighty. Under
the shinings in of his blessed presence when his love was first
shed abroad in their heart, they knew what it was to set their
affections on things above, where Jesus sits at the right hand of
God. The world was dead to them and they to the world;
the power and dominion of sin were broken; lust and covetous-
ness were under their feet, and they could run the way of God’s
commandments with an enlarged heart.

But as they arc still in the body; as they are encompassed by
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roany, and some of them new and peculiar teraptations ; as snares
of various kinds, and many of them very suitable and attractive
to the flesh, are ever spread for their feet, they did not for the
most part continue long in this blessed state. Sin began
gradually to revive, being only stunned and not killed, and
grace in proportion to decline. They had not yet learnt how
to fight the great battle, and knew little of either the necessity
or the use of spiritual weapons and of putting on the whole
armour of God. The craft and strength of Satan as an angel
of light, and the weakness of the flesh against the subtlety and
power of his temptations, were much hidden from them. Need
we wonder, then, that they were soon drawn aside and went,
if not outwardly, yet inwardly astray; left their first love, and
with it lost;the spirituality of their mind, the tenderness of their
conscience, and the warmth and fervour of their gracious affec-

tions? Now, what was the consequence of this declension?
That they gradually sank more and more into carnality,
barrenness, and death. And this was often much helped by
surrounding cireumstances and the peculiar position in which
they were placed. With some, the increasing cares and anxieties
of life in this day of incessant struggle and competition in every
trade and profession, in order to obtain an honest livelihood;

with others, the daily pressure of a large and engrossing busi-

ness; with others, the domestic ties of a young and growing
fmmﬂy, taxing well-nigh all their time and strength, and ab-
gorbing too.much of their thoughts and affections; with others,
the complying too readily with the worldliness of their own
relations, some of them, perhaps, very near and dear in nature’s
bonds, or immediate members of their own family. To these
frequent and more obvious snares which entangle the feet of
so many, we may add neglect in constantly reading the Scrip-
tures and giving tliemselves to continual prayer and medita-
tion; slackness in waiting upon the Lord in the ordinances of his
house; or aceustoming themselves to sit under the ministry of
the word as a mere exercise of the intellect or approbation
of the judgment, without personal, diligent self-examination,

and a spirit of prayerfulness before, in, or after the time of Lear-
ing, or anxious earnestness to profit by it either by falling under
its keen edge when used as a sword, or embracing the truth in
faith and affection as commended to the conscience. Many and
various, indeed, are the means whereby the soul gets robbed of its
spiritual strength, and loses the warmth and fervour of the divine
life; but no one cause is more dangerous than the want of self-
denial in the hour of temptation, and of strength to resist, even
unto blood, striving against sin. How many have been gradu-
ally enta,ngled in evil by not resisting the first u,pplonucheb and
allurements of sin, and have either b1oucrht a reproach upon the
cause by some outward fall, or if preserved from that fearful
disaster, have sadly destroyed their own peace and brought death
and bondage into their souls. And cven wlhere there has been
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much outward ciré¢umspectness of life, in how many cases has a
spirit of slumber come over the soul, bringing with it numbness
of conscience, coldness of affection, and a general deadness,
stupidity, and lethargy of mind! We have long marked and
observed these things, as well as have had some experience of
them in our own bosom; and as in water face answereth to
face, so the heart of man to man, so we doubt not many of our
readers see eye to eye and feel hieart to heart with us in what we
have thus far laid before them.

It has, therefore, struck our mind that we might do our spiri-
tual readers, to whom we, as usual, address ourselves at the open-
ing of the year, some useful and acceptable service if we took up
this subject at greater length, and availed ourselves of the
present opportunity to bring before them some such word of
free and friendly counsel, admonition, reproof, or encourage-
ment as the Lord might enable us to communicate and
they might feel disposed to receive from us in his name and
fear. In so doing we may have to touch upon some sore spots,
to probe some deep and painful wounds, to use language that to
some may seem harsh and severe, and to draw so narrow a line
of separation between the living and the dead as may cause some
to fear on which side they stand for time and eternity. But we
shsll endeavour, we hope, in the fear and as in the sight of God,
to keep closely to his inspired word, tread, as far as we see and
know them, in the footsteps of the flock, and bring forth nothing
but what has been not only well weighed in the balances of the
sanctuary, but also been tried and proved in the faith and expe-
rience of our own heart.

Good men in all ages have had to lament and lift up their
voice against the evil to which we have alluded in our opening
sentences—the breaking down of the barrier which God has set.
up between the church and the world; but never, perhaps, was
the warning voice more needed than now; and glad should we
be if it were more frequently and londly sounded by those who
stand on the battlements of Zion. The setting up of this barrier
by the hand of God in his eternal counsels was not only an act
of infinite grace but also of infinite wisdom. It was intended
not only to rescue his chosen family from the depths of the fall,
that they might be eternal trophies of his superabounding grace,
but also as a means to preserve them in their time state from the
path of the destroyer. He knew to what temptations they would
be exposed in their pilgrimage through life, what snares would
be laid on every side for their feet; he knew all the strength of
sin and all the weakness of the flesh. He, therefore, cast up in
the word of his lips a highway, a way of grace and truth, of
faith and love; a way of holiness, in which the redeemed should
wall,, and on which no lion or unclean animal should be found.
By his grace Lie sets their fect inthis way, and they find it to be,
{lough a strait and narrow path in which there is no room for the
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flesh, o way of light and life, of union and communion, of love and
godly fear; for it is the kindness of their youth, the love of their
espousals when Israel isholiness unto the Liord, and the firstfruits
of his increase. (Jer. ii. 2, 8.) Now, as long as they are walking on
the king's highway they are safe, for he is their sun and shield,
giving them present grace and the prospect of future glory.
(Ps. 1xxxiv. 11.) But immediately that they are drawn off 1t,
they get upon unholy ground, the permitted domain of sin,
Satan, and the flesh, and thus losing the felt presence and guid-
ance of the Lord, often stray further and further till they wan-
der on the dark mountains as lost sheep without a shepherd.

Many, very many, are here, and amongst them no small
number who neither see nor feel where they are nor what they
are; for it is a part of the very nature of the malady, like a
heavy sleep or a bodily lethargy, to blind the eyes, stupefy the
senses, and benumb the conscience. It was so with Ephraim of
old. He was “broken in judgment” (Hosea v. 11), and, there-
fore, could not form a right judgment of his own state or stand-
ing. ¢ Strangers devoured his strength and he knew it not; yea,

_grey hairs were here and there upon him, yet he knew it not.”
(Hosea vii. 9.) Nay, even when at last he saw his siclmess and
felt his wound, he took wrong courses to have it healed, going to
those who could not heal him nor cure him of his wound.
(Hosea v. 18.) He had joined himself to idols; and as his
punishment God had said, Let him alone. (Hosea iv.17.) One
of the worst features of the Laodicean church was that she
sald she was ¢“rich, and increased with goods, and had need of
nothing; and knew not that she was wretched, and miserable,
and poor, and blind, and naked.” (Rev. iii. 17.) We shall not
be surprised, then, nor discouraged if our words meet with little
or no acceptance in the eyes of those who do not see into what
a state they have been brought by the subtlety of Satan, the
power of sin, and the weakness of the flesh. Yet in the hope
that the Lord may bless a word of admonition to those who
have ears to hear, we shall, with all boldness, and yet, we trust,
in a spirit of tenderness, love, and affection, speak freely the
thoughts of our heart upon a point which has often exercised,
and still almost daily exercises, our own spirit.

The communication of divine life to the soul is the greatest
of all blessings, as containing in its bosom every other blessing.
Thus it is the fruit of election: ¢ Whom he predestinated, them
he also called;"” the sure pledge of justification: “Whom he
called, them he also justified;” and the anticipation of eternal
glory: “ Whom he justified, them he also glorified.” It is
sovereign in its first communication: “The Son quickeneth
whom he will;” frec in its reception : ““ Freely ye have received,
freely give;” unquenchable in its nature: < Many waters cannot
quench love;” eternal in its duration: ¢“I give unto my sheep
cternal life;” and unalienable in its possession: I will never
leave them nor forsake them.” But it is subject to change:
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¢ Because they have no changes, they fear not God;” sometimes
sinks very low: ¢ Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in dark-
ness, in the deeps;” sometimes mounts very high : ¢ Bless the
Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, Dless his lLoly
name.” But all its changes depend upon the movements of the
Lord upon the soul: * Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my
mountain to stand strong; thou didst hide thy face, and I was
troubled ” (Ps. xxx. 7); and, therefore, whether it be high or
low, must be resolved into the sovereign good pleasure of God.

But our present object is rather to treat of the life of God in
the soul in its declension and decay; and to make the subject
more clear, as well as to restrain our own pen from wandering,
we shall consider it under these three heads:

I. Iis causes.
IY. Its symptoms.

II1. Its cure.

I. In considering its causes, we may observe that we have
already pointed out some of the move prevalent, and it is, there-
fore, needless to repeat them. But there are others of scarcely
less magnitude, on which we have not yet touched.

Amongst them, we feel compelled to name the prevailing
ministry of the day.

Looking, then, at it without personality or without wishing to
give needless offence, there are two features in it which have
much struck our mind as showing a lamentable deficiency.
These two features are, 1, a want of power, and, 2, a want of
searching discrimenation.

1. Nothing in the ministry can make up for want of power.
It may be perfectly consistent with truth. It may be unexcep-
tionably clear in doctrine, sound in experience, and not defective
in enforcing consistent practice. But, with all this, it may have
the fatal defect of want of power; it may lack that peculiar
savour and blessed influence, that indescribable life, penetrating
authority, and heavenly weight, which rest upon the ministry of
the word, when the Lord the Spirit speaks in and by it through
his sent servants. It is said of the first preaching of the word:
« And with great power gave the apostles witness of the
reswrrection of the Lord Jesus.” And what was the blessed
effect ? ¢ Great grace was upon them all.” (Acts iv. 83.) They
preached with great power, and great grace flowed from it and
through it.  Of his own ministry, Paul thus tgsplﬁes: “And
my speech and my preaching was not with enficing words of
man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.”
(1 Cor. ii. 4.) And, to what end and eflect 2 That ¢ the faith
of his Learers should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in
the power of God.” He elsewhere testifies that the gospel
wlich he preached “ came to his hearers, not in word only, but
also in power, and iu the Holy Ghost, and in much assqmnce."
(1 Tless. i. 5.) And the effect was that those who received the
word of God which they heard of him, received 1t not as the
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word of men, but as the word of God, which effectually worketh
in those that believe.” (1 Thess. ii. 18.) Where this blessed
power attends the word, there for the most part the life of God
in the soul grows and thrives; for in it there i3 milk for babes and
meat for men ; in it there is instruction for those who are seek-
ing the way Zionward, reproof for the disobedient, admonition
to the simple and sincere, encouragement te the poor and needy,
healing balm for the broken in spirit, consolation to the afflicted,
and a word in season to the soul that is weary. But where this
indescribable life, savour, and power aredeficient in the ministry,
n spirit of slumber creeps gradually over the hearers; deadness
and barrenness in the pulpit produce deadness and barrenness
in the pew; the souls of God’s people are starved for want of
food; and the necessary consequence is that a general sickliness
and languor spread themselves over the church and congregation,
attended with the decline and decay of every grace.

One of the worst features of this prevailing disease is, that
those who are most deeply affected with it see and feel it least.

It creeps for the most part over the soul so insensibly, and
its influence is so slow and gradual, that, to use a strong ex-
pression, it paralyses as it spreads. The Secripture, therefore,
compares it to a deep sleep, which we know comes gradually on
and gets heavier and heavier, till every sense is locked up in
forgetfulness and insensibility. ¢ The Lord hath poured out
upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes.”
And upon whom was this deep sleep come ? ¢ The prophets and
your rulers, the seers hath he eovered.” They who should have
kept the people awake had fallen asleep themselves; and the
watchmen on the walls slumbered with the inhabitants of the
city. And this with the enemy at the gates. (Isa. xxix. 10.)
1t is also compared to the insensibility of the drunkard, who.
leeps drinking on till buried in drunken sleep. He does 10t feel
when he is struck or hurt; and even when for a moment
roused from his drunken fit, seeks again his cups and drowsy
intoxication. ¢ They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was
not sick ; they have beaten me, and I felt it not. When shall I
awake ? I will seek it yet again.” (Prov. xxiii. 35.)

2. But there is another no less lamentable want, as it seems
to us, in the ministry of the day. It is not as separating, search-
ing, and discriminating as it should be. There is & close
connection between a powerful and a searching ministry, though
they do not always meet in the same man and the same
ministry. But, as a rule, wherever there is power in the
preached word there is separation in it; for nothing so takes
forth the precious from the vile, nothing so separates the living
from the dead, nothing so blows away the chaff from the wheat
a8 & ministry attended with the power of God. And as a
separating ministry must needs try the living family of God (fov
the dead feel it not), so it will be ever to them o separating,
penetrating, and often keenly-piercing word, especinlly if they
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have tender spots and sore places. 'What a description does the
Holy Ghost give us of the word of God in the hands of the
Spirit, as searching the heart to its lowest depths and most
secret corners and recesses! It is *‘quick,” thatis, as the word
means, a ¢ living,” not & dead word, but a"word full of, and, as
such, ministering life; and ¢ powerful,” for the power of God
attends it; and ‘¢ sharper than any two-edged sword,” for that
can only pierce the body, but this goes further, for it “ pierces
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,” thus dis-
criminating between what is natural and what is spiritual ; nay,
more, penetrating through and dividing joint from joint, and,
by breaking the bones, reaching their inmost ‘“ marrow,” and
thus becoming ‘‘a discerner of the thoughts arid intents of the
heart.” (Heb.iv.12.) Now, may we not be allowed, with all sim-
plicity and godly sincerity, not wishing to give needless offence,
and yet not shrinking from the cross, to compare this descrip-
tion of a powerful, searching, separating ministry with the
ministry of the day, and to ask ourselves, be we minister or no
minister, whether one resembles the other? We are not any
man’s judge. To his own master he standeth or falleth. But
these are weighty matters, and if the general deadness and
lethargy of the churches be at all traceable io the want of
power in the pulpit and of a searching ministry, it behoves
those who would be right before God to examine how far they
stand clear in this matter.®

3. But as we are upon this point, we cannot forbear noticing
another feature in the ministry which much fosters the spirit of
slumber which has so much come over the churches, and that
is, the setting up of @ low standard of experience for church mem-
bership; the consequence of which is not only to flood the churches
with doubtful characters, but to lay down as positive marks of
grace what at best are but feeble symptoms of the life of God.
< We must not discourage the weaklings " is the cry; ** we must
preach, ¢ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people.’” But not to dis-
courage the weaklings is often to encourage the hypocrites; and
to be always bringing forward comfort may be giving poison
instead of medicine. An honest-hearted child of God loves a
searching ministry. He does not want smooth things, for he
dreads false comfort, and would sooner carry his burden than
have it taken off, or go off the wrong way. Those who are ever
calling out for encouragement often want to be encouraged in
their sins or, at least, in their carnality and death. What they
really need is to be thrown down rather than built up, wounded
rather than healed, sent groaning home with an arrow in their
conscience to make them roll on their bed in distress and
anxiety ratlcr than cry peace to their souls when there is no

* Qur dear friend, the late W. Tiptaft, was very strong on this point
in his last illness, and used often to quote the words, *“ The blood of

souls stains deep.”
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peace. Itis a false rest when they rest upon the encouraging
testimony of the preacher rather than upon the testimony of
God in their own consciences.

But we will not further dwell upon this point; we have said
enough for those who have ears to hear, and too much for those
who would close their ears against any word that might search
and condemn them.

I1. And now for a few words on the symptoms of this wide-
gpread epidemic, and let those who desire to fear God search
and see whether they find in themselves any prevailing symp-
toms of this general complaint.

1. Out of numerous others, one of the first marked symp-
toms is a declension of the spirit of prayer in the soul. When
the Liord first pours out the Spirit of grace and of supplications, it
usually rises to a greater height than at any subsequent period.
It would not be fair, therefore, or even just to ourselves if we
measured our present spirit of prayer by what it was in days
gone by. Those early days cannot be recalled. They were the
days of our spiritual youth, and can no more return than the
springtime of life to those who are advanced into the autumn
of their years. But even if not tried by this standard, are we
sensible of any manifest or marked decline of the spirit of
prayer that has lately come upon us? Is it less earnest than it
was ? Is less sensible access found to the throne of grace ? Is
prayer and supplication felt rather as a burden, a task, a duty,
a something that ought to be done, than a sweet privilege, a
blessed mercy, a wondrous door through which the soul may
pour forth its complaints, confessions, desires, longings, and
breathings before the Liord ? If the spirit of prayer has sensibly
declined in our breast, it is a mark of having fallen into a spirit
of slumber, or that we are held in some snare of sin or Satan.

2. Again, how is-it with us as to reading the word of God? Is
1t done as a task, a performance, a duty to which conscience
urges, and yet from which inclination draws back ? Andis this
an habitual feeling? for we must not judge by occasional sea-
sons of coldness and deadness, as the most lively Christians are
subject to them. But as a general state of things, is the word
of God dead, dull, and dry, and as such read with little interest,
pleasure, or profit? Then are we fallen asleep, or sunk into car-
nal security.” But contrariwise, is the word of God highly prized
as o friend and companion in our secret retirements? Is there
every now and then new and sweet light cast upon it? Does it
open itself at times to our enlightened understanding as con-
taining fresh and fresh treasures of heavenly truth? Does it
touch our heart with admiration and love to him of whom it so
blessedly testifies; soften and melt our spirit into meekness and
contrition; raise up our affections to things above; loosen the
hold of sin and the world; and bringing before us the things
which are not seen as eternal realities, deaden and kill us to the
things which are seen as the mecre passing shadows of the day ?
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3. Another symptom of that spiritual declension of which we
are now speaking is a growing numbness of conscience, rendering
it less sensitive to the evil of sin, and to the danger of depart-
ing from the Lord. The fear of God in a tender conscience is
a special new covenant gift and grace (Jer. xxxii. 40), is our
choice treasure (Isa. xxxiii. §), and a fountain of life to depart
from the snares of death. (Prov. xiv. 27.) It brings into the
heart a loly reverence of God's name and a deep sense of his
glory, majesty, presence, and power; it bows down the soul be-
fore him in humility and self-abasement ; fills it with hatred of
sin and earnest longings and desires after holiness; is attended
with contrition and godly sorrow, and produces meckness and
quietness of spirit, submission, resignation, and patience. It
is, therefore, our chief safeguard against the approach of evil;
makes us watch our words both to God and man, to be circum-
spect in our movements, upright in our actions, cautious in our
ways, and consistent in our life. But this grace of the Spirit,
like other graces, has its growth and its decrease, its seasons of
strength and of weakness, its times of activity and vigour, and
of languor and decline. Now, when this grace of the Spirit de-
clines in vigour, it loses in the same proportion its keenness of
sight, its sensitiveness of feeling, and its strength of voice; and
it 1s surprising how low it may sink in the soul, till it seems at
times almost lost out of sight; its eyes closed, its quickness in
hearing the voice of God gone, and 1ts voice reduced to a faint
whisper. What, then, is the consequence? The suares of death
are not now departed from, for the fountain is not springing up
with its living waters to lLeep the soul alive unto God and the
conscience tender in his fear. This is the very opportunity for
which the carnal mind has been looking and longing; for' it
hates and is weary of the restraints which grace puts upon it,
and wants that indulgence and food which it can get only by sin.
Now, then, is the time when the watchman has fallen asleep, for
the master thief, the besetting sin, to enter in and prowl about
the city; and he soon lets in his fellow thieves, until the whole
gang of them fall to work to rob and plunder. The mind be-
comes filled with all manner of evil; secret lusts begin to work
and to be indulged rather than resisted; all sorts of worldly
schemes and contrivances for self-advancement or self-gratifica.-
tion occupy the thoughts; pride, covetousness, and worldly-
mindedness make sad head, and the man, so to speak, is hut
a shadow of what he was. His tenderness seems gone, and
with it the life and power of his religion; till Little is left but the
form, except that now and then there are revivings and awaken-
ings just enough to show him where he is and whence he has
fallen.

How many, even of those who truly fear God, are here, or
Lave been; for perhaps there are very few of the living family of
God who have not had, at some period of their lives since they
were called by grace, some personal and experimental knowledge
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of the path which we have thus traced out. These are the best
judges how far our words are words of truth—not mere fancy
sketches, but a description of deep and weighty realities, and
matters of daily exercise and life-long remembrance. Much that
daily passes in our own bosom, or that has exercised our minds
before God we can never speak of or confess to men; but a word
from others will sometimes touch the secret spot. And thus
those of our spiritual readers who, through grace, have been
brought out of this state of slumber in which they were once
held into, as it were, a new and revived life of faith in the Son
of God, will be best able to set to their seal how far our descrip-
tion is true, or our words contain needful cautions and salutary
counsel.

III. But now let us attempt to show the cure of this prevail-
ing malady, or rather the way in whlch it is brought about, with
ite fruits and effects.

1. The usual beginning of a revival of the soul from this deep
sleep, as well as the means of its accomplishment, is a stroke of
affliction. God has a chastening rod laid up in reserve for those
of his family who depart from him ; and sooner or later he brings
it down upon their backs. Thus sometimes he sends a long and
painful illness, or a distressing bereavement, or a severe family
affliction, or some cutting stroke and heavy reverse in providence;
and working, by his Spirit and grace, in and with these stripes of
his hand, he awakens the soul out of its sleep. The eyes are
now opened to see, and the earsto hear, the heart to understand,
and the conscience to feel. And what a sight meets the asto-
nished view—at times almost more than the soul can bear, for
it seems as if the end would be hopeless despair. Now it begins
to see where it has been, the sad state into which it had fallen,
the snares and temptations in which it had been held fast, and
the grievous state of carnality and worldliness into which it had
gradually sunk. Nothing wrong might have been observed by
man in the outward conduet; but each heart knoweth its own
bitterness. There the root of all baclsliding lies; and the soul
well knows that God looketh to the heart, and if that is not
right before him, nothing is right. Under, therefore, his afflict-
ing hand it sinks, at times, very low, until its very hope seems
almost removed as a tree. But as this is the work of God, and
the means whereby he is bringing the soul out of its state of
barrenness and death, he most kindly and graciously comes to its
help; and the way he does it, tor the most part, is this:

2. He revives the spirit of prayer which had sunk very low;
and with this revival comes power to confess those sins and
backslidings which lie with chief weight on the conscience.
None but those who have passed th1oucrh such or a similar expe-
rience can know how the soul thus dealt with abases itself in
humble confession before the Lord; nor can even they describe
its self-loathing and self- nbhouence the low place it takes, the
earnest longings and anxious desires for a word of merey and
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pardon from his gracious lips, or liow it looks up to his gracious
Majesty again and again, by night and by day, for a sense of his
manifested love and favour. The soul is not asleep now; its
deadness is gone; its coldness and barrenmness removed, and
it now is truly and really alive unto God. This is a reviving
as the corn when the rain comes after a long season of drought,
or a growing of the vine in the spring after the dreary days of
winter, when there was nothing visible but the naked stem.
(Hos. xiv. 7.) There is thus almost a returning to the days of
its youth, and a renewal of the former life of God in the soul.

3. Now, coupled with this, as, in answer to prayer, the Lord
draws near in the manifestations of Lis grace, there is also a
revival of faith in the Person and work of the Son of God, and
that of a simpler and clearer nature than before. Never does
the suitability of Christ, or the riches of his grace, appear so
great as to a soul awakened out of the spirit of slumber again
to look unto him. How it wonders at and admires his long-
suffering patience, his kind and tender forbearance, his wondrous
grace in bearing so long with such base returns for all his good-
ness and mercy! How it admires and adores his glorious
Person, sees and feels the efficacy of his most precious blood
and righteousness, and the sweet secrets of his dying love! How
tender is now the conseience of sinning against such mercy and
such love! What a bitter and evil thing is sin seen and felt to
be! What a discovery there is, too, of the hidden corruptions of
the heart, of the danger of being entangled in any secret snare,
and what a separation of spirit from the world and worldly
things! Never till now did the soul seem truly and really to
repent of sin with that godly sorrow which needs not to be
repented of ; never were there more earnest desires after holi-
ness, spirituality of mind, and communion with God and his
dear Son. Never was the word of God more opened to the
enlightened understanding ; its inspiration, wisdom, and truth
more clearly seen, or its power on the heart more deeply felt,
Never did eternal realities lie with greater weight and power
upon the mind, and never did the things of time and sense
appear more light, transitory, and vain. The soul now says to
itself, ¢ Let me never sin again against such goodness and
merey; let me never again drop into carnality, worldliness, and
deatl.” But still seeing and feeling more than ever the strength
of sin and the weakness of the flesh, and knowing, painfully
knowing, what it is to be left to self, it begs of the Lord to
keep it as the apple of his eye, to hold it up in every slippery
place, that it may not slip or fall; to shine upon it continually
with the beams of his love, and ever to water it by his Spirit
and grace. It desires ever to' walk in his fear and live to his
praise, to know his will and do it, and be found fruitful in every
good word and work.

But we will not enlarge upon these points, as we have said
enough upon them, and perhaps too much for the generality of
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our readers, as we have been describing what may be to them sa
strange and unknown path. But we write for the spiritual, for
those who know divine things by divine teaching, for we seck
and desire their profit. It is not often that we can get what we
may call n little close talk with our spiritual readers, or press
those points home upon their consciences which often press upon
our own. It is in writing as it i3 in conversation. How much
of our intercourse with the people of God in conversation is
upon mere outside matters and subjects in which there is not
much heart and conscience work! What little close talk!
What little coming into the real heart of the matter—those
bosom secrets of true religion and vital godliness which we most
feel before God! How we play upon the surface, skim the mere
outside, talk at a distance upon divine matters, without that
close getting into each other’s hearts and consciences, or coming
into those spots where the secret springs of all our spiritual life
really lie. What poor, cold work, for the most part, what is
called religious conversation is! How unedifying, disappointing,
and deadening, rather than reviving, refreshing, and strengthen-
ing the soul by mutual intercourse, and creative of love and
union by having nourishment ministered by the joints and
bands of members holding the Head! (Col. ii. 19.) In our
intercourse even with the real people of God, how rare are the
seasons when we 3o see eye to eye and feel heart to heart that
spirit melts into spirit, and the communion of saints leads up to
fresh communion with God! It is with a desire thus to edify
and profit the souls of our readers with whom we can converse
only by pen and not by mouth, that in this opening year
we meet and greet them affectionately with our Address.
Receive it, dear friends, in the spirit in which, we hope, it is
written and sent to you. It is meant for your good. We have,
perhaps, touched upon a few sore spots and made some of you
wince. But if we have wounded, it is that you might be healed;
if we have probed some foul ulcers, it is that they might be
cleansed of their filth and gore by the application of precious
blood; and if we have somewhat rudely or roughly pulled away
the veil and shown you your guilty shame, it is that you might
see and know more of the robe of righteousness which is put
upon those that believe.

We do not, we dare not, write flattering words to please the
dead. Our mission, our errand, our ministry is to the living,
and especially to those among them who are tried and exercised
with temptations and afflictions whereby their soul is kept alive
unto God. Let the dead bury their dead. Let the flatterers go
on with their flatteries, deceiving and being deceived, building
up their walls and daubing them with untempered mortar. We
are bidden not to be a partaker of other men's sins, which we
should be if we wilfully sanctioned such men and such things.
Our desire is to be found faithful to the position in which we
are placed, and to edify and profit the living family of God.
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Commending you, whom grace has made and manifested to be
such, to his wise and safe keeping, who alone can bless the writer
or reader, and asking for your prayers upon our labours in your
service. We are, dear Friends in the Lord,
Your affectionate Friend and Servant,
THE EDITOR.

ON THE NEW YEAR.

ANOTHER year has run its round;
Another New Year's day I've seen;
Thy favours, Lord, to me abound;
But how ungrateful, Lord, I've been.

How fruitless through the past, O Loxd,
This truth, with shame I must confess;
The flesh could fruits enough afford,
But small the froits of righteousness.

O grant, dear Lord, that I may bear
More fruit, if ’tis but groans and sighs;
For these I know will reach thy ear;
Yea, such thou’st said thou won’t despise.

A groan I know will reach thy heart,
And fetch a blessing from thy throne;
But even this thou must impart,

Or, Lord, for thee I cannot groan.

O lay me at thy footstool low;

Like Mary weeping there I'd be,

Nor from this precious spot would go,
Until thou fetch me up to thee.

O blessed spot, soul-melting place,

To view thy bleeding heart, O God!

To gaze upon thy lovely face,

And triumph through thy precious blood.

If spared to live throughout this year
O may I friumph in thy name,

And every cross with patience bear
Until my soul is all in flame.

O precisus flame of love divine,

*Tis this that makes our souls to sing;
Tis this that makes our faces shine;
"Tig this that makes a worm a king.

Tee Holy Spirit proposes, declares, and presents to us the
only remedy, the only means of purification. What false ways have
been invented to this purpose has been already declared ; and every
man is ready to find out a way of his own ; every one will'apply his
own soap and his own nitre. Though the only fountain for cleansing be
near us, yet we cannot see it till the Holy Ghost open our eyes, as the
did the eyes of Hagar. He it is who shows it to us, and leads us to it.
It is an eminent part of his office and work to “ glorify the Son.,”_ and
this he does by showing such things unto us. To have a true spiritual
sense of the defilement of sin, and a gracious view of the cleansing
virtue of the blood of Christ, is an eminent effect of the Spirit of grace.

— Dr. Owen.
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NOTES OF THE LAST SERMON BY THE LATE
MR. DAVID FENNER, JULY 5rm, 1868.

“Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us.”—1 JoHN 1L 24.

Curist dwells in the hearts of his people by his blessed Spirit,
and thereby commands their hearts in the exercise of faith in
him, whereby they are brought to dwell in him. It is & recipro-
cal and social indwelling between Christ and his people. And
this is what we are to search after for the proof of the godly
reality of the matter; that we have true faith in Christ in our
hearts, and that Christ by his blessed Spirit has taken possession
of our souls, and so dwelleth in us by the Spirit which he has
given us.

This blessed Spirit is said to be a Spirit of faith; and all the
children of God that receive the Spirit of God do receive that
blessed Spirit of faith in Christ. Now we are called upon to
examine ourselves in this matter: ¢“ Examine yourselves, whether
ye bein the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own
selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?”
Christ dwells in the heart, where he is within, by his blessed
Spirit, and that blessed Spirit dwells in us in and by regenera-
tion, and forsaketh us not. He is in the children of God as the
Spirit of faith in Christ. It is said of the Old Testament saints
that they ¢ obtained like precious faith with us;” and then, as
touching the same, of us towards them: ¢ We have received the
same Spirit of faith with them.”

There is an identity and sameness as it respects the faith of
Christ from the creation, and will be unto the end of the world.
There is but one true faith, the faith of God’s elect, and this
comes in regeneration. All the elect of God, sooner or later,
are born again, and none are born again but those that are
made partakers of this faith; for sin is not the new birth; that
which is displeasing to God is not the new birth. Well, it is
said, ¢ Whatsoever is not of faith is sin, and without faith it is
impossible to please God.” Now, of regeneration, or the new
birth, it is said, ¢ Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the
world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith. Well, then, the main thing for us to search after and
examine ourselves about is whether we be in the faith, and that
faith in our hearts, and our hearts exercised in that faith towards
Christ; for in the exercise of faith our hearts will certainly be
engaged; for ¢ with the heart man believeth,” and not without it.

The point, then, for us to look for is, “*Do I find Christ in
my heart by his blessed Spirit? Do I find, by experience, that
I am a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ in truth, with that
faith which purifies the heart to love righteousness and godli-
ness and to hate all evil? Do I find that faith that overcomes
thie world, and so stamps vanity upon all that is in it in com-
parison of the object of faith, the Liord Jesus Christ, yea, that
stamps o deficiency in all relative ties in comparison with
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Christ " ¢ If any man come to me, and hate not his father,
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters,
yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.” It does
not mean we are to hate them as individuals. No, but in that
they are opposed to God, we are to hate that opposition that is
in them: “ He that loveth father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.”

Well, now, to come to tlie point of the blessed Spirit being
in us, of his dwelling in any person. This is an important
matter; for < if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his;” and if he do not belong to Christ, sad, sad indeed,
and awful! This blessed Spirit none of those that are called
the world (in distinetion from the children of God) do receive.
John says, <“We are cf God;” that is, children of God, born of
God. ““We are of God, and the whole world lieth in wicked-
ness.” Some copies read, ¢ In the wicked one,” that is, the
devil; for where Christ does not rule in the heart and soul, the
devil is there. Hence it is said of the Spirit of Christ, “ Even
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive” (they
cannot receive him), ¢ because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him; but ye know him, for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you.” Where le is not, there is no spiritaal breathing; I
mean no prayer that God regards: ¢ Attend, O Lord, at my
breathing, at my cry;” for there must be unto such breathing
spiritual life within, and prayer is the breath of that life.
¢ Your hearts shall live that seek God.”

Again. Where the Spirit of God is not, there is no hunger-
ing for evidence of interest in the blood and righteousness of
Christ, and they, and they only, are pronounced blessed by
Christ himself that do hunger and thirst after righteousness;
and the Lord has commanded his blessing in Zion, ‘“ even life
for evermore "—spiritual and eternal life. Therefore, there is
no hungering, in a spiritual sense, in any one but such as are
blessed of the Lord. ¢ He has commanded the blessing in
Zion, even life for evermore.” There is the Spirit of life, and
he moves the person to that groaning and concern for Christ
and spiritual relief—after Christ and spiritual blessings from
him, after him who has wrought redemption and salvation, and
after blessings from him to supply the inward need of their
souls; and they that are so exercised have the blessed Spirit
within them. .

Now, they who have not the blessed Spirit within them, what
have they got ? Why, they have the world for one thing. They
lhave sin ruling for another. They have corrupt self for another;
and they have the devil for another; for where Christ does not
rule within, there Satan rules in the hearts of the children of
disobedience. In the margin: “In the hearts of the children
of unbelief,” in those that are dead to God, and his spiritual
serviee.
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Now, ns touching this blessed Spirit dwelling in us, there are
ovidences that will look forth from time to time, s0 we may ob-
serve something for our encouragement: ¢ Search the Secrip-
tures " (but the world will not do that), ‘ Search the Scriptures;
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they
which testify of me.” Now the tendency of the blessed Spirit
of Christ, and of the blessed word of God, is a coming unto
Christ. Hence it is said, ¢ To whom coming as unto a living
Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and
precious, ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ.” Their coming unto Christ is
the motion of spiritual life, and’ the exercise of grace in the
heart towards him. But that coming unto Christ mnay not be
in the person a coming into his presence to enjoy him and be
received by him. No; but it is a tendency mentally that way;
it is a mental desire that way; it is a panting of heart towards
him to come to him.

Now, observe this; for I do not expect all of you are strong
believers in Christ, and so know it to your comfort and satis-
faction that it is so; but you wish for evidence of interest in it.
Well; now, are you exercised ? Is there a cleaving to the gospel
of Christ? Do you love it ? If you do, there is an inward
feeling in the heart towards Christ. Some of you may say,
“How you cut me off.” Stop; stop. There is real love to
Christ in the desire to love him, as much as in the love of com-
placency and delight in him. This is the feeling: ¢ O that I
had his love to kindle that freedom in my heart towards him.

“The soul that with sincere desires
Seeks after Jesus’ love,
That soul the Holy Ghost inspires
‘With breathings from above.”
However dark he may be in his understanding, however hLe
may fear he has no faith in Christ because he is full of doubts
and fears that he shall fall short, however full of doubts and
fears that the work of God in his soul is not the true work, yet
he cleaves to the gospel of Christ, and says, ¢“To whom else
shall I go? Thou hast the words of eternal life; and having
this persuasion, here I stand. O I wish I might come into his
cause as truly belonging to it that I might enjoy his gospel untc
the life of my soul.” Well, are you afraid that you are not a
true believer in Christ because you cannot see your faith ?
““Who is among you that feareth the Lord,” that stands in
reverential awe of sinning against him, ¢ that walketh in dark-
ness and hath no light 2’ Now it i1s in God's light that we see
light, and that light shining upon the word of God discovers
Christ; but when in darkness, and having no light, there may
be fears that you shall fall short at last; but not so: ¢ Let him
trust in the name of the Lord;’ that is, let him look to the
Lord, lean upon the Lord, venture on the Lord; all which is
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meant by trusting in him, Well; but he caunot trust the Lord
unless he has faith; for there is no trusting that is worth a rush
that is not of faith; but such a one has true faith, or he would
not love the gospel of Christ as he does.

There is another circumstance respecting faith: ¢ Him that
1s weak in the faith, receive ye'—receive him in your heart,
receive him into the visible church of Christ. ¢ Him that is
wealt in the faith, receive ye; but not to doubtful disputations.”
We are not to judge of him as he judges of himself upon his
doubts and fears, but to receive him notwithstanding his doubts
and fears; for, although there is nothing good in them, we may
discover something good in the person that has them, for they
bespeak that nothing can give $atisfaction to his heart and soul
but Christ, which shows he is a trune seeker, and one that shall
find what heis seeking for. What isit? O for evidence of interest
in Christ! What did the angel say to the women at the sepul-
chre? ¢ Fear not ye, for I know that ye seek Jesus.” If Jesus
is what you are seeking with all your heart and soul; if Jesus is
the uppermost, the chief matter of your seeking, all will turn
well and end well; therefore such should not be disheartened.

Then there is another matter that Christ speaks of to one of
his disciples who, when he saw Christ crucified, came to the con-
clusion it was all over, he would never revive; and when it was
told him Christ was risen from the dead, answered, ‘ Except I
shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and thrust my hand
into his side, I will not believe.” Now, Thomas means, ‘I will
not believe that he is risen from the dead, unless I can have
tangible evidence of it.” 'Well, when the disciples were assem-
bled together, and Thomas with them, Christ entered the room,
and, calling to Thomas, he said, ‘‘ Thomas, reach hither thy
fingers, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and
thrust it into my side; and be not faithless, but believing.”
Thomas did not want that tangible touch then. O, no! Nor
was it the mere sight of Christ as being raised from the dead
that convinced Thomas; but Christ prevented Thomas touching
him by his touch of Thomas’s heart. And what wasit? Why,
Le not only appeared as risen from the dead, but he also ap-
peared to Thomas's heart the inward enjoyment of the godly
reality of Christ as the Almighty God, the God-Man who had
died in his manhood, but his Person the divine and eternal Je-
hovah ; and therefore Thomas, instead of reaching out his hand,
exclaimed, < My Lord and my God.” Thomas spoke this freely;
he spoke it from the godly reality of the matter within. Now,
the Scriptures say, ¢ No man can say Jesus is the Lord but by
the Holy Ghost;” but Thomas said more than that, for he not
only caid, ““It is the Lord,”—that was not the fulness of it to
Thomas; but he also said, “My Lord and my God.” No man
<an say Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost; nor can they
say, “My Lord” and “My God.” Then the Lord answered
Thomas,  Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; blessed
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are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.” Christ did
not mean, blessed are they that have not seen him with the
natural eye, but with the eye of faith to claim him as their
Lord and God.

- Here, then, a true believer in the Leord Jesus Christ, and
blegsed with his Spirit, may not have that clear, full manifesta-
tion of Ohrist being his Lord and God, his Redeemer, Saviour,
and Salvation, because it may be hidden for a time from this
knowledge. What may it be hidden by? Darkness of soul.
Sometimes & soul may be under darkness for a long time, and
yet there is that movement in it that nothing short of Christ
can satisfy. Well, but in the dark they cannot see anything to
comfort. Never mind. The Lord can see the darkmess, and
remove it. He is exercising the soul in it unto a full capacity
for Christ; and when he has brought the soul to this point, he
shall receive his salvation to enjoy and supply his need. The
Lord is not working in you to be a nonentity. No, he is draw-
ing you after him to supply your need. ¢ Blessed are the poor
in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” And so, what-
ever the trials, afflictions, and temptations they may be in, they
will get through all, and safe to glory; and so will every one
‘that 1s after Christ and his salvation, Christ and his grace.
Though they do not find it as yet to comfort, they shall enjoy it
in his good time. Hence Christ says, ¢ What things soever ye
desire.” Hemeans the things .of Christ, the things within the
compass of his great salvation. ‘¢ What things soever ye desire,
believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.” Believe
that ye receive them as the gift of God to you, as belonging to
you; for itis such as you are pronounced blessed in them, and
ye shall have them in the Lord’s good time to enjoy.

But, the seeking soul cannot get rid of one thing, and that is
the body of sin and death. It cleaves to him, is present with
him, surrourds him, and prevails against him. Mentally he
would be and do but cannot; naturally and carnally he is and
does that which he would not. ‘How to perform that which is
good, I find not; for the good that I would, I do not; but the
evil which I would not, that do I.” I do it. Well, then, can I
be a child of God? Faith purifies the heart. But where is my
heart purified? Faith overcomes the world. But where do I
find that victory? Faith resists the devil, so that he flees away.
But O I am beset with his temptations. He draws my heart
and besets me there, and makes a very devil of me. How can
Ibelieve I am a partaker of the Spirit of God? Can ever God
dwell in such a soul as mine? This made the apostle say, <O
wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body
of this death ?’ When he spoke in that way, he did not doubt
his Deliverer, who would appear for him. No. DBut the man-
ner in which he speaks denotes the craving of his soul to be de-
livered from the body of this death. Alh! That is the worse
side of the matter, to be so dying towards God. Then he adds,
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«T thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The apostle
implies by this that he did not expeet deliverance in this life;
therefore he was willing rather to be absent from the body and
present with the Lord. Do you know what it is to have this
exevcise? Well, if you are a believer, if the blessed Spirit of
God 1s moving in you, it is in a sense of spiritual poverty, and
destitute state of soul, and after relief from the salvation of
God, and God your salvation. It is after evidence of interest
in Christ; itis a looking to the atonement that he has made by
the shedding of his precious blood.
(To be continued.)

A LETTER BY THE LATLE W. COWPER.

Beloved in and of the Liord,—Mercy, peace, truth, and love be
multiplied.

It is needful for me to write, to pay the debt of gratitude I
owe to you for your repeated favours.

Through mercy, I am still in the body, and, though often
faint, yet pursuing, or, as Panl saith, I press toward the mark
for the prize,” and hope to be more than a conqueror, through
never-changing love and precious cleansing blood, unto which
my hope hath Deen raised more than thirty years, blessed be
God; but I often feel what it is for my sowl to be cast down
within me, and what it is to dwellin Meshech, and a backsliding
heart to fill me with my own ways. My changes have been so
many and frequent from bad to worse, and sometimes for days
and weeks together, that I have forgotten prosperity, and been
ready to cry out, ¢ The Lord hath forsaken me, and my God hath
forgotten me.” I find the old man of sin most incessant in his
desperate workings. He ever has been, and is still casting up
mire and dirt, and as restless as the troubled ocean. The bitter
experience he dailyforces upon me, the continual pains which arise
from his pinchings, and his desperate frowardness to all that is
bad, his incessant abhorrence of God and a good conscience ;
continually grovelling in the dust; ever hating the light, lest his
deeds should be made manifest; grasping at the sharp razor
which worketh deceitfully to cut the thread of communion and
the throat of faith, if possible; yea, he has been, and still is such
a rebel against grace that he would turn it out of the soul were
lie but the stronger. His very heart is hardened against prayer,
and so determined is he to prevent it that he has often ran-
sacked my soul whilst upon my knees with such evil and abomi-
nable things that a more base, filthy, abominable wretch surely
never appeared in the attitude of prayer before Omniscience.
When I bend the knee it is against his will ; when I try to con-
fess my sins he will not let me hate them, if Le can help it; and
if I call them by ugly names, he will make so much of confession
and penitence until he swells me with pride, that I am ready to
Lurst out into self-adulation, His hands were imbrued in Cal-
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vary's blood, and his heart engaged in reviling the Person and
agonies of Christ; but the history of him I am well aware you
have belter rend than myself, and are not ignorant of his devices,
which is a most unspeakable mercy, for he must be known to be
hated. Where his works cause no grief, repentance unto life is
not; but where grace discovers him, the law always curses him
to his very centre; but where information about him is otherwise
received, he is neither a deadly nor a daily plague. Where sin is
not made sin, working death by that which 1s good, there cannot
be an abhorrence of it nor a fleeing from it; nor can an uncon-
vinced, unconvicted sinner feelingly need Christ as a hiding
place ; consequently there cannot be a real daily coming to his
blood as a fountain, his obedience as a robe, his life as a mediator,
his prayer as an intercessor, his precious death as a sin-destroy-
ing atonement; butin all these things Christ is as a root out of a
dry ground, without form, without comeliness. Though, bless
his name, heis still the root. Although the ground be dry now,
when the poor dear child of God feels himself as dry as the
mountains of Gilboa, as barren as the sandy desert, his liveli-
ness has died away to a consciousness of death, and his soul,
like the declining shadow, and dreading the approaching dark-
ness, now will the enemy tempt him to measure himself by him-
self, and compare himself with himself, to make the poor soul
think that his convictions are not from a real law work, and
therefore not of God; but from the mere workings of natural
conscience which the unregenerate may have who never had the
Spirit and faith of Christ.

Thus, in deep declinings, the enemy will suggest regeneration
is something very different to what we have received; and when
the soul is in the dark, the adversary will set him to hunt up
his evidences of a real work of grace; and so sorely have I been
put to it at times that my soul has almost dwelt in silence with-
out one good frame or one good feeling, and apparently upon the
brink of despair; but, notwithstanding ten thousand changes,
blessed be the Father of all mercies and the God of all grace,
when my foot slippeth, his mercy holds me up; so that, by the
grace of God, I am what I am, even in hope of eternal life.

I have no desire to be without spiritual and sanctified trials,
for <“tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and
experience hope; and this hope maketh not ashamed, because
the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost.”
O that the daily trials, troubles, and afflictions were more
sanctified to deaden me to this vain, vexing, empty world, and
to endear the precious Object of faith! But, alas! trials come
and go, and leave me where and what I was. I have been at
times tempted to bluster through conscience, and declare Clrist
remains the same, let me be what I will, and to call him by all
the precious names he bears in the word, and to live upon a
creed drawn from past experience, and so to live upon mouldy
instead of daily bread; but I never found it to sit well with my
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weak stomach, and it has frequently disordered my bowels.
Indeed, T have found to talk and feel not is not much better
than to say and do not. I have found to make a great bluster
about Christ is often to make a great blunder about Christ.
Some wanted him to show himself openly to the world, that
they might have had the credit of such a patron, and been ad-
mired for admiring him; but Christ disappointed them, and so
lie will every man that runs before the Holy Ghost. My despe-
rate evil heart has ever been too fast or too slow; and Mr. Hart
well says:
“Haste grasps at all, and nothing keeps;
Sloth is a dangerous state.”

And well, through mercy, we know it. Paul says the Spirit
helpeth our infirmities with groanings. Bless the Lord for the
sweet and precious declaration; for where life and pain are,
groanings must be. It was the body of this death that made
Paul so wretched. He could not talk kim down at pleasure, but
was compelled to plod under his weight with pain and sorrow.
“ 0 wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver?” And, in
prospect of the deliverance, he was favoured to thank God,
through Jesus Christ, and then he returned to the subject of
tribulation again. (Rom. vii. 24,25.) Thus, whilst sins without
and sins within, a corrupt nature and an evil heart, deceitful
above all things and desperately wicked, are the daily load of
the believer, his deadly, daily, hourly plague, he is often found
loathing, hating, abhorring, and condemning himself, and won-
dering at the mercy, goodness, and longsuffering of God towards
him; and, from his inmost soul, can declare God hath not dealt
with him after his sins, nor rewarded him after his iniquities.
To such a soul, O how precious are the renewings of the Holy
Ghost, that holy anointing which teacheth all things, and is truth,
and maketh manifest our abiding in Christ.

O how truly blessed is prayer! Under the Spirit of prayer,
what near approachings! what humble confessions! what fer-
vent entreatings, bless God, at times I have had; yea, such
sweet seasons, that, for the time being, I have forgotten the world,
and could hardly tell whether in the body or out of the body.
How blessed the approach to our Father under the Spirit of adop-
tion! How the soul admires his love and mercy, feels his
Fatherly affection, and would sooner die at his feet than wilfully
offend againsthim? What real affection, love, and thankfulness
to the dear Son of the Father for his wonderful condescension in
taking our nature and becoming a man of sorrows! How the
soul loves to be at Calvary, blessthe Redeemer for the atonement,
and put on his righteousness! It lifts up its head above doubts
and fears, and it rejoices in hope of the glory of God. I have
found that when indulged with these sweets—these Bethel
visits, precious blood so to prevail above doubts, fears, unbelief,
and all the power of the enemy, that I have said, “ Bless the
Lord, O my soul, who pardoneth all thine iniquities, who healeth
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all thy diseases, who redeemeth thy life from destruction, who
crowneth thee with lovinglkindness, satisfieth thy mouth with
good things, so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle.”

It is a great mistake men make that a man who has got saving
faith can always exercise faith, and rest upon the faithfulness
of God, and keep the devil and unbelief at arm’s length. He
that has natural faith may exercise his natural faith when and
how he pleases; but he whose faith is of the operation of
God is, and knows he is, dependent upon God to increase it.
(Luke xvii, 5; Phil. i. 29.) The work of regeneration of the
soul by the Holy Ghost does not make the favoured subject of
it independent of the after renewing of the Holy Spirit. The
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the Lord are often
much needed by him. He sensibly feels the difference between
0, creed performance with his eyes shut and fellowship with the
Father and his Son by the Holy Ghost.

May the dear and ever-blessed Trinity in Unity often fill us
with joy and peace in believing, and give us to abound in hope
through the power of the Holy Ghost. It is when strengthened
with might by his Spirit in the inward man that we know that
Christ dwells in our hearts by faith.

I hope you will forgive my long delay, which has been partly
from many engagements, and a thorough want of a writing
talent. We are still residing at the same place, and our con-
gregation is a good deal increased. We are not without our
troubles, and a good many of them, too.

Your epistles have been a comfort to me, and so I hope you
will indulge me with another as soon as possible.

Upper Dicker, July 20, 1841. W. COWPER.

HE WILL COME.

My dear Friend,—God willing, I shall see you at your house
on the 18th of this month, as I am going to Allington once more.
Mr. D. and Mr: P. have sent a very kind invitation. I hope all
will be well.

I was greatly pleased with the letters you and friend F. sent,
and am happy to find we are, through grace, sweetly united in
one faith and one spirit, notwithstanding the devil’'s wiles and
lying insinuations. O what a cleansing, purifying grace is
charity! It wipes out all failings, and covers with its sweet
mantle a multitude of sins. Gentle it is, and easy to be en-
treated, full of eompassion, and bowels of mercy and pity
towards the saints. Ah, dear brother, what a divine favour it 1s
to be moved by its divine and heavenly drawings! ¢ Draw me,”
said one; “ we will run after thee.” This precious cord of love
cannot, though with strength like Samson’s, be broken. It is
stronger than death, mightier than the grave. Tires cannot
burn 1t, nor floods drown it. O that we could live continually
under its blessed influenee ; what a heaven on earth it would be!
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But this world is not our rest; and this, by daily experience, we
find, that it is awfully polluted. Heaven 1s our home, and the
Lord himself is our Leader and Guide. The path is a path of
much tribulation. Here we have no continuing city, but,
through grace, we seck one to come. Here we mope along as
mere shadows, and never coutinue at one spot; but Christ is the
way, and the way is the end, and the end is the way. Mo is
the way, the truth, and the life, the Alpha and Omegn, the
beginning and the end. Blessed be lis dear name, we are not
our own, neither are we anybody else’s; but we are the Lord’s,
and are at his own disposal. Thus are we most safe and secure,
however matters go.

1 in reality long to see you. The devil has pressed hard at
me, and pinched me sore since I wrote to you; but he cannot
destroy life. This is above Lis stretch. It is in heaven, where
moth and rust cannot corrupt, and where thieves cannot break
through and steal. ¢ My witness,” says one, “is in heaven,
and my record is on high.” Then why should we fear a wet
foot, when we have dry hose to put on? Let us, then, take
courage, dear friend. Though the battle goes hard with us,
though our armour fails, and our ammunition appears to be gone,
the waggons are rumbling on, and will be with us in due time.
A good supply is nigh at hand. The driver is skilful. He is
excellent in wisdom, and knows the nearest way. He knowshow
and when to use the whip, when to stop and when to go. He
keeps pace with time according to the counsels of eternity. He
will not be a moment behind. He is most faithful to all his
engagements, therefore he listens not. He is well equipped; his
reward is with him, and his work before him. O then, dear
brother, though he seems to tarry, let us wait for him, becanse.
he will most assuredly come, and will not tarry beyond the
appointed time. The set time to favour Zion will come. Even
s0; come, Lord Jesus, quickly come. Amen.

Your unworthy brother,
Badminton, March 9th, 1837. JAMES REED.

A LETTER BY THE LATE R. H. IRESON.

My dear Friend in the Lord,—Your last favour did not require
an immediate answer. Time developes the state and character
of men and things in a measure, and the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning us.

I should feel a pleasure if you could pitch your tent any-
where near mine, if the Lord’s will. I love communion with
saints, though it is but little I get by it. I was much favoured
in your company when last at Langton with the Spirit to testify
of Jesus. Every measure of power, light, life, and love, how-
cever small, is very precious, and leaves a lasting testimony that
we are one with Jesus. It is well for you, dear friend, your lot
is cast and your lines drawn, and you have a goodly heritage.
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‘We are sometimes placed in situations that are not very plea-
sant to the flesh; but after all there is no satisfaction in any-
thing but in the will of God. The Lord does sometimes stir up
our nest, in order to make us inquire what it means; and then,
when we can ascertain what that will is, we must arise and
depart. Our places of abode and movements, both of the inner
and the outer man, are all appointed, marked, and timed by the
end. “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths.”
“The way I walk cannot be wrong,
If Jesus be but there.”

And now, dear friend, a little about my inner man, if I can
find him and tell him. It is not well with my soul. I want
more life and power within me; more fellowship and communion
with Jesus. Of late I have had a heavy cross, a dark night,
and o rough road. Pressed above measure, I have almost
despaired of life, with many things without of various forms, a
sealed book, and an almost silent throne. Unskiiful in a life of
faith, I do little else than make mistakes and pervert things.
To be short, I want the crown and the banquet without the cross
and the conflict. The Canaanite is still in the land, and the
devil, my old adversary, ever ready with his snares, baits, and
darts to overthrow me in stony places. I appear to suffer loss
in various forms. The greatest loss is when I am left for a
season without any power in prayer, or any heart for good things.
My feet well-nigh slip, and I seem ready to fall and perish, and
thus make shipwreck of all my profession, and founder at last.
Blind and lame, halt and withered, on all sides, I am heartless,
helpless, and almost hopeless. In this state of things, a erush-
ing burden sometimes comes down upon me, and then a conflict;
then prayers and supplications, and a deliverance. Blessed be
his holy name, he is faithful to his word: ‘I have prayed for
thee, that thy faith fail not.” When I am overpowered by my
enemies, and fall down, so that there is none to help, he comes
and picks me up, and I go on my way again. I am put into a
furnace that will try and prove all things. Hitherto I have
found that nothing but experimental truth will stand the test.
But through mercy I have not yet to learn whether Jesus be the
Christ or not. He still answers me to his glorious name, when
T call upon it, *“I am that I am;"” and upon the blood of incar-
nate Deity I found all my lope for salvation. Thus, dear
friend, I sing my old song at the foot of the cross. What a
merey it is the hope of Israel is on higl, and becomes my hope
in the day of evil! I want Jesus to collect my poor, scattered
mind, abstract it, gird and fix it upon himself. I have’often
thought that there is a glory and a mighty power in the gospel
calculated to raise the believer up to a state high and exalted
above sin, death, hell, the world, flesh, and the grave, in the
immortal triumphs of the Son of God on the cross. These
Beulah prospects and Heplizibah delights are ravely realised, 1
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think. I am a sorry disciple, a dull scholar, a lame traveller;
nor can I be well trusted at present on these mounts. I seem
to be safest with a great burden, humbled, and broken-hearted.
But I am in quest of truth in all its forms and beauties, for the
honour of the gospel, if the Lord will show it me, and lead me
mto it. The crystal stream of grace will not, I believe, admit
the creature to foul the stream with any creature .conditions.
“Pather, glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee.”
And does not Jesus glorify the believer when he gives him grace
to believe and suffer for his truth ? And so it is that through
many trials and much tribulation, we enter the kingdom ?

My cruse is nearly run out. Accept these fragments in love
for Jesus’ sake; and if there is a sentence that he will smile on,
he is worthy of all the glory of his own grace and truth. If I
am allowed to have anything, if I am allowed to see anything,
and if he does anything in me, it is all of his grace. TLarthen
vessels may hold good liquor, but cannot create or produce it.
“In me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing;” but I
have light to see that it is sin that makes me my own enemy,
stand in my oewn light, and be my own plague and a burden to
myself. In this body I groan and sigh, at times, O wretched
man that T am!” My heart within me, at times, is desolate,
and I am like a sparrow, an owl, a pelican, or a dragon, a soli-
tary man alone. But all these things, doubtless, are good for me,
and necessary, They teach me to value Jesus, when I may be
allowed his company. It is no small favour to see Jesus, and
worship him, and, bless his name, I have done this, and crowned
him Lord of all.

King’s Cliffe, March 10th, 1853. R. H. IRESON.

WHO AGAINST HOPE BELIEVED IN HOPE.

Dear Sister in the inseparable Tie of Spiritual Affection,— -
May the rich merey, grace, love, and peace of God, that passeth
all understanding, sweetly rest and abide upon your spirit.

I received your welcome letter very seasonably, and I can
truly say its contents reached my soul with a sweet and savoury
feeling. In reading it, I felt my soul so united to yours that I
cannot but call you my sister; my sister in Christ, I want to say,
but T fear to presume. These are great words; I dare not use
them presumptuously. Ah, my dear sister in tribulation, we can-
not always speal as we would. God, in his rich and unmerited
merey, has, I can but hope and trust, made our hearts so honest
that we cannot speak what we do not sensibly feel. Thisis why
I cannot now speak with that confidence that I could when I
wrote to you before. O in those happy, happy moments, which
I never can forget, how feelingly I could clasp in the arms of my
soul all that loved the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, as my bro-
thers and sisters. In those happy days, these words of Christ
were very sweet and precious to my soul: ““ And evéry one that
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hath forsalien houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother,
wife, or children, for my sake, shall receive a hundredfold in
this life, and in the world to come life everlasting.” 1 felt that
all the sweetness of those words belonged to me; for my con-
soience bore sweet testimonies that my heart had forsaken il
and every thing for Christ, and I could say with the apostle, that
I counted all things dung and dross for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. O I often look back to
those happy days, and my soul cries out with Job, “O that it
were with me a8 in months past; when the candle of the Lord
shined round about me, and when by his light I walked through
darkness.” Though everything now, as regards the body and
natural things, appears much brighter than it did then; yet O!
what is health, what is wealth, in comparison with the love of
Christ felt in the soul? O what can be given in exchange for it?
“ 0O what is honour, wealth, or mirth,
To this well-grounded peace?

How poor are all the goods of earth
To such a gift as this.”

But this is a blessing we cannot command; a blessing we cannot
purchase, or give anything in exchange for. If it could be had
in exchange for any earthly comfort, how freely would I give up
everything for it,—my health, my liberty, my all in this world;
yea, and very life also; but it is a gift, a free gift. Nothing can
purchase it. It is that love, which if a man would give all the
substance of his house for it would utterly be contemned. But
O! how little of this love.is felt and enjoyed in this lower world!
‘What clouds of darkness, confusion, and distress have come over
my soul since I first enjoyed it! I can feelingly sympathise with
you in those distressing feelings you speak of in your letter; I
can weep with'them that weep for sorrow of heart; I can mourn
with them that mourn over a hard heart, a dead unfeeling soul,
full of darkness and confusion. I know well what it is, by pain-
ful experience, to be shut up in unbelief. O! this cursed sin of
unbelief! What power it has over the soul! How it shuts up the
heart against the word of God, and against Christ, as it were
with iron doors; barring the soul from all communion and fel-
lowship with him. What a prison is unbelief,—a prison in
which my soul, for the most part, is shut up. Since I wrote to
you under the sweet enjoyment of the light of the Liord’s coun-
tenance, I have felt the power of unbelief ten times stronger than
ever I did before. O how I Lave sunk in my soul under the
power of unbelief and the temptations of the devil! Doubting
my own interest in Christ is not the worst I feel of unbelief now.
Before Christ manifested his love to my soul, I thought it was
an easy matter to believe in him as the Redeemer of his people,
as the way, and the only way, to salvation. Could Ibut believe
my own interest in him, I thought it was easy enough to believe
all the rest; but I have learned since, by painful experience, that
I have not one'grain of faith to believe any part of God’s truth,
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unless the God of truth be graciously pleased to give it me.
Bunyan well knew the destructive power of unbelief. He was
made to deeply feel it. How beautifully he writes of it in his
““Holy War.” Speaking of the twenty thousand doubters that
came against Mansoul, with old Incredulity at the head of them,
he says that the very nature of a doubter was to put a question
upon all thatImmanuel had said. There were the grace-doubters,
the election-doubters, the persevering-doubters, the resurrection-
doubters, and the felicity-doubters. O what an army to come
against a poor benighted soul! I often fear this army will over-
come my soul at last. I am certain it will, unless the Liord fight
for me, unless almighty persevering grace hold me fast to the
end. DBut this was made a sweet word to me a short time ago:
“Though we believe not, yet he abideth faithful. He cannot
deny himself;” which seemed to open itself to my mind in this
manner, that every poor soul who was quickened by the Spirit
of God, and made to live upon the Son of God, was vitally
united and made one with God, so that God to deny such a soul
would be to deny himself, and as a sweet hope had been given me
that Christ had been formed in my heart, therefore God never
would deny me, though I often in heart denied him, and called
all his works in question.

0! the greatness, the richness, the freeness, and the fulness of
the love of God! Who can begin to comprehend it? Well might
Hart exclaim:

“ O what wonders love bas done;
But how little understood.”

What a sweet feeling I had once from these words: ‘A friend
loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” How
sweetly my soul was drawn out in love and praise to that dear
and precious Friend and Brother. But I need write no more of
it, as I have sent you some verses which I wrote at the time I
enjoyed the blessing. I often tremble lest I have been presump-
tuous in speaking or writing what I have done; but when the dear
Lord is pleased to touch my heart with his love, I cannot help
calling him my own God, my dear, my sweet, my precious Lord
God and Saviour. I amthen lost for words to speak his praises;
I am lost to find a name near and dear enough to apply to him.
“But ah! when these sweet visits end,
I to my own sad place return.”

But I must conclude. Write as soon as you can, if you think
me worthy of a word of encouragement. Your letter was en-
couraging to me, because I found that you were in the same dark
thorny path that I was.

Warbleton, Jan. 31, 1844, J. S.

Greatsess and preciousness do not often meet together ; and
wwany things are great, but then they are not precious; and many things
are Precious, but then they are not great; but in the promises of God to
Lis church and people, greatness and preciousness do meet.—Pearse.
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Obituary.

A SHORT MEMORIAL OF THE LATE LADY
HAZLERIGG.

My dearest mother was born Feb. 17, 1784, and departed to
her rest in Jesus Oct. 25, 1868.

In her earlier days she knew not the Lord, though she was
not without some convictions which made her envy at times the
beasts that perish. She was left a widow when still young, and
survived my father about fifty years; and she had to experience
a widow’s trials and sorrows.

In her 65th year, in 1848, the Lord of her peace began to
work effectually upon her soul. She was convinced of her state
as a sinner, and as a lost sinner felt her need of a Saviour such
ag Christ is. In due time the Lord was pleased to comfort her.
As her own letter to me expressed it, she was enabled to lay
hold of Christ as her righteousness, and to view God in Christ
as her Father. T'rom this time, though often tried, and having
to pass through many conflicts with indwelling sin, she was
generally of a hopeful turn of mind; never being suffered to
any great extent to cast away her confidence. God was pleased
to do great things for her, and sweetly guide her, little by little,
into his blessed truth ; and those who knew her will be able to
testify of the sweet humility and childlikeness of spirit so gra-
ciously bestowed upon her. Her heart was ever open to receive
in love the true children of God; and though often chilled by
what she saw amongst persons professing godliness, she retained
her warmth of affection to the end to those who belonged to
Christ. She loved to have them about her in her last afflictive
illness; to them principally her heart cleaved, and she desired
by them to be conveyed to her resting-place in the grave. On
one occasion, when seeing myself riding to do the Lord’'s work,
these words dropped into her heart: ¢ Where thou goest I will
go; thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.” This
determined her to live at Leicester, and provide me a home.

At one time she was much exercised upon the doctrine of
election. She wanted to be rightly instructed, but felt perplexed.
She consulted a professed minister of the gospel, who informed
her that God elected on the ground of the foreknowledge of
faith in the elect. This did not satisfy her mind ; but during
the following night the Lord senled instruction upon her. He
spoke these words sweetly into her heart : *“ You believe because
you were elected; you were not elected because you believe.”
This settled the matter; the truth was made plain. The Lord
also showed her that she was a daughter of Abraham, a believer
in Jesus. This was a very sweet sealing time to her soul. In-
deed, the savour upon ler spirit produced by this manifestation
was perceptible to others.

The Lord, at times, in Lis great goodness, was pleased to in-
struct her cven by dreams. She often referred to one in which
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1t secemed to her there were two rings on her fingers ; one mere
tinsel which she wanted to vetain, but could not, it seemed to
flee away from her; one pure gold, withr a jewel in it ; this she
was enabled to preserve in spite of everything. This jewel to
lier was her faith in Christ. She has told me that afterwards,
in times of temptation, she has caught herself almost uncon-
sciously putting her thumb upon the finger where the ring was,
as if to preserve it. )

My dearest mother for a time attended the ministry of the late
Mr. Chamberlain, and I believe profited considerably by it.
Not sceing the ordinance of believers’ baptism, she joined his
church, and continued in communion with the people until Mr.
Chamberlain was finally laid aside by infirmity. From this
time she either attended at Trinity Chapel, Alfred Street, or on
my own ministry in a neighbouring village. She greatly profited
under various sermons she heard. Indeed, I have heard her
speak of good and profitable times under most of the ministers
she was allowed to listen to. She was so favoured by the Lord
with a spirit of humility in the things of God that if she did not
seem to profit, she was inclined to impute it to something in
herself. Indeed, I have known her, if the minister was bound
and could not get on so easily in his work as usual, solemnly
examine herself to see whether her own state might not in some
degree be the cause of it, through a grieving of the Spirit of
God. The savour of some sermons and the texts from which
they were preached seemed to abide with her, more or less,
almost all her days. I might give many instances, but will
merely mention Ps. cvi. 4, 5: “Remember me, O Lord, with the
favour that thou bearest unto thy people. O visit me with thy
salvation,” &e. Also Luke i. 46, 47 : ‘“ My soul doth magnify
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”
Also one of the last she ever heard, 1 Cor. vi. 6-11: ¢ But ye
are washed,” &c. To this last she would at times sweetly allude
on her death-bed, laying a peculiar emphasis on the words,
“But ye are washed.” )

About five years ago my mother had a most alarming attack
of fainting, so that her life seemed to hang by a thread ; but the
Lord was most gracious to her soul. The frame of her mind
scemed best represented by the lines of Toplady’s, which she
often quoted :

“ Lord, it is not life to live,
If thy presence thou deny :
Lord, il thou thy presence g.ve,
"Tis no longer death to die.”

She was even afraid of being restored again, lest she should
again sin against the Lord. The Lord also gave her these words:

“Yes, I to the end shall endure,
As sure as the earnest is given.”

She would often say to us, ¢ And I have received the earnest.”
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She spoke very sweetly to those about her, and gaid she felt able
to lenve all and give all up to Christ, Christ all in all, having
the pro-eminence. Right hands, right eyes, all must go for him.
It wns very sweet to converse with her, the fear of death and
undue care about others were so greatly subdued, as though she
could leave her all where she left her soul.

She had prayed much on the Tuesday before this illness, to
be enabled to glorify the Liord. Hymn 643 had been very sweet
to her the previous Lord’s day. She said she felt to love all the
Lord’s dear people, and desired to send her love to all who asked
after her, and likewise wished me publicly to return thanks for
the Liord’s goodness to her.

From the date of this alarming attack, my mother seemed
constantly to bear about in herself a sentence of death. She
lived from day to day as one who felt that at her age death must
before very long be conflicted with.

On the 2nd of last July she was taken with that which in
spite of partial rallyings proved to be her last illness. At first
she was somewhat dark in her mind, and felt the want of the
Lord’s presence; but on the day following the Lord sweetly
visited her. She signified that death would be only going to a
Father ; and, as she gently whispered to me, she “ need not fear
that.” He also told her he would provide for those she left
behind; and so she said she ‘““need not be concerned, though
anxieties would come in.” She told me she was half dozing at
the time. I slept,” she said, “‘but my heart waketh.” When my
brother, sister, and myself were all around her, she seemed much
affected, and lifting up her hands said, I have but one wish to
make.” We listened intently; she continued, ¢ That we may
all meet in heaven.”

On the 19th my mother had a day of remarkable refreshment
from the Liord, and called me to her bedside at night to have a
few words of prayer and thanksgiving for the Lord’s merecies to
her, and the refreshment he had given.

From this attack my mother partially and temporarily rallied ;
but the blow was unquestionably struck which was destined to
carry her to her grave.

About the 20th of September my mother became veryill again,
and from this time to the end of her days on earth there was a
progressive failing of the vital powers, accompanied with much
pein, and extreme restlessness, which she Dbore with sweet
resignation to the Liord’s will, often speaking of the Lord's good-
ness to her in taking down her earthly house so gently. On
Sunday night, the 27th, she was very ill, and being unable to
rest in bed, sat up in her chair. She then made me sit by her,
ond tell her the text from which I had been speaking, Heb. xii.
22-24. The part which most struck her was that about ¢ the
blood of sprinkling, which speaketli better things than that of
Abel.” This was sweetly blessed to her in the night afterwards.
She saw and felt how the blood of Abel called to God for
vengeance, but that of Jesus for pardon, love, and peace. She
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was brought to a sweet resignation to the Lord's will, and n
willingness to leave all, and be with Christ, as far better.

It was about this time that she called me to her bedside, and
whispered, ¢TI do not think death will be my loss.”

On Oct. 1st she became very much worse, indeed in the
greatest peril.  For a time she seemed in some anxiety about
her state, and asked me if I was sure slie was right. .

I said to her, “ What is your hope bwilt upon?” Her
countenance brightened as she replied, ¢ On Jesus, the Son of
God.” She told me the thought of the glory of heaven almost
overpowered her. ¢ O the great sinner I am,” she cried, and
wondered how she could be fit; but then suddenly, as if recol-
lecting herself, exclaimed, ¢ O the fitness is in Jesus! He 18
seen, not me.” Then she cried out, “ My Father, my Iather
in Jesus Christ.”” She said, too, she was willing to depart and
leave all, though she still had some anxieties for us.

On Oct. 2nd my mother became still worse. I sat up with
her the night preceding, and towards morning, after getting into
bed again, she gently called me to her, and whispered, ¢ The
Lord has just said to me, ‘It is well with the righteous.”” She
was filled with joy and peace with God. She repeated one of
her hymns so feelingly, 422nd:

“ Who can describe the joys that rise?” &e. .

She said she could then repeat all her hymns as feeling them.
She felt she could not sleep for thinking of these things. She
spoke of the cross of Christ, and said it broke her heart to think
of his love to her. She wanted to cry, but not tears of misery;
for she ought rather to laugh than cry. She said it would be
but going home. She continued in a very blessed frame of
mind most of this day. When the physician came to see her,
and asked how she was, he was quite startled by her reply, *“ O
I am better.” And when, in some astonishment, he said, ¢ Why,
Lady Hazlerigg, to hear you speak we should think you were
quite well,” her gentle answer was, ‘ But is it not better to be
getting nearer home 2" Even our anxieties for the body could
not restrain her from testifying of the Liord’s truth and good-
ness to her, and the needs be of a real religion in a dying hour.

From the beginning of this illness to the end she never seemed
carried away, as we were at times, by undue hopes. She felt it
was for death, and often said warningly to others, ¢ What
should I now do if I had to begin to seek the Lord ?"

(To be continued.)

It was a sweet saying of an ancient father: ‘“The name of
Jesus is Mel in Ore, Melos in Aure, Jubilus in Corde ” (Honey in the
mouth, melody in the ear, and a jubilee or joy in the heart).— Venning.

Gop in the church discovers the glory of all his attributes. 1t
is in a man’s house where his riches and state are seen. It is in the
church God makes himself known more than in all the world Dbesides.
(Ps. 1xxvi. 1.)—Charnock.
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NOTES OF THE LAST SERMON BY THE LATE
MR. DAVID FENNER, JULY 5rH, 1868.
(Concluded from page 24.)

“Hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us,”—1 JoHN I1I. 24.

Acain. Do you ever find a spiritual movement when you are
hearing the gospel ? Have you found it more than bare words ?
Hasg it come with a divine unction to your hearts? Have you
felt that anointing that has joined it to your heart and soul,
and so it has attracted you to the blessed gospel in affection to
it: ‘He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it
is that loveth me?” And have you been led to call upon the
Lord for a blessing to come through the gospel to your heart,
and you have found access at a throne of grace, and an echo
back to your soul? What did you find then? Were your
affections asleep? O no! David says, “I love the Lord,
because he has heard my voice and my supplications; therefore
will I call upon him as long as I live.” Love to Christ will knit
the heart unto his blessed gospel.

“He it is that loveth me,” and then Christ adds, ¢ My Father
will love him.” It does not mean the Father’s love is stirred
towards him because of his love to Christ. No; for it is the
Father's love which is at the bottom of it all, for there is not a
spark of the Father’s love to any one but in Christ. As Hart
says:

“ Worship God, then, in his Son;
There he loves, and there alone.”

Then Christ says in another place, ¢ Thou hast loved them as
thou hast loved me,” and  That the love wherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them and Iin them.” So that the Father's
love to the objects of it is in Christ the Mediator between him
and them. And it must be there, and there to be revealed by his
righteousness and death, by the sacrifice that he made unto all
the attributes of God unto their perfect satisfaction and har-
mony. Otherwise it could not touch any lLeart; but through
Christ, and through Christ alone, it does. Hencé Paul says,
“‘ Nothing shall separate us from the love of God which is in
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Christ Jesus our Lord.” There you must seck his love, and
there only.

Well. Here is the true criterion of believing in Christ:
¢ Unto you, therefore, that believe, he is precious.” None know
his preciousness but those who hiave true faith in him. ¢ Unto
you, therefore, that believe, he is precious,” and such believing
will meet in the lheart and affections. He is come, and his
preciousness flows into the heart; faith cleaves to him and em-
braces, and faith flows out in love to him. ¢ Thou art all my
desire, and all my salvation. Whom have I in heaven but thee ?
and there is none upon earth I desire beside thee.” He is in
the heart. And what is he there? Why, your hope, your
hope for eternity. ¢ It is Christ in you the hope of glory.” But
though we have faith and hope in him while here below, which
brings down heaven to us, * for faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,” yet faith and hope
will not be with us in heaven; for there is no need of faith and
hope where vision and fruition are——the vision of his open
presence to the full, and fruition in the everlasting enjoyment
of him. But here below, faith and hops go to heaven for us,
and bring down heaven to us; so that we may have a clear hope
by faith and a heart enlarging in hope. ¢ In hope of eternal
life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world
began.”

Now, a child of God, having this experienca, may be led in a
way for his trial. Here is the world, here is the flesh, here are
his relative ties, and here is the devil with all his allurements.
This is one side; but here is the other, which is Christ, the hope
of glory, which I shall be sure to have in eternity as I now have
him by faith and hope.

What are all the allurements of time and sense? O! they
are all a maze, all that is hurtful as it respects eternal things
and matters, as its respects Christ in the heart the hope of glory.
But while we are here below we may go to heaven for the things
that he sends down: “ Every good and every perfect gift is from
above and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is
1o variableness, neither shadow of turning.” There is nothing
comes to us but what comes through Christ, and there is no
happiness that we shall have when we get to glory but we shall
have it in Christ; for glory is the fulness of all blessings and
epjoymerts in him. ~The apostle says to the Ephesians:
«« Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus,” where in the margin we read, *Hath blessed us
with heavenly things.” Now, some of these things we may have
while here on the earth; such as faith, hope, love, repentance,
and all the spiritual life of the soul, to make us more spiritual,
godly, and heavenly minded.

And there are not only heavenly things, but heavenly places
for us. Now, the spiritual blessings are in Christ Jesus, and
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the heavenly places are in Christ Jesus also. But we do not
expect to jump into these heavenly places from the earth without
passing a change; but we may expect to receive the blessings
that are in Christ, to draw our hearts from earth to heaven; as
it is said: ‘“ Set your affection on things above, where Christ
gitteth at the right hand of God.” And he has all his family
about him there.

The children of God, when they get to glory, will not be
gaparated as they are here, a thousand miles apart. O no. ““He
hath made us to sit together é'a.s one family) in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus.” Well, we don’t know what these heavenly
places are; but they will be something that ‘“ eye hath not
geen nor ear heard, neither hath entered into the heart of man
to conceive the things which God hath prepared for them thaf
love him,” for them that wait for him, for them that seel him,
for them that long for him, for them that desire heavenly things
while they live on the earth, that they may live not on earth
but in heaven; and then, when the change comes, they will say,
¢« Here I am, ready, ready.”

This is our ordinance day, blessed be the Lord; and we are ex-
horted to attend unto it as unto the Lord’'s death: ‘“ As oft as
ye eat of this bread and drink of this cup, ye do show forth the
Lord's death till he come.” In the margin it is in the impera-
tive: ¢ Show ye forth the Lord's death fill he come.” So tha
when this ordinance is attended to, that which is spoken shonld
not be foreign to the subject, but it should be a dwelling on the
Lord’'s death. He that died in his human nature is the Lord
Jehovah, As Hart says:

“The mighty God Jehovah died
An ignominious death.”

And therefore the death of the human nature being what we are
all interested in, and blessed partakers of what redeemed us all
unto the Lord and gave satisfaction unto all his attributes; and
here it is that we may have access to God and freedom with
him. Yea, his love may flow through Christ into our hearts to
be sweetly enjoyed; because when Christ died it was the death
of him who is the Lord, who died in his human nature. «He
was put to death in the flesh.” And therefore the atonement
for sin, the complete work of redemption, and the complete sal-
vation of the redeemed, all flow through this, that there is but
one Person of Christ, and that Person the same Person that he
was before he took the human nature. He was the almighty
GOd,.—a Divine Person, but now he is the God-man, and so
Mediator between God and man, and therefore the complete
redemption and salvation of his people, of the millions for whom
he wrought the righteousness, suffered, and died.

Noyv it is called the Lord's death, and the table befors your
eyes is called the Lord's table; and the symbols upon it (the
bread and the wine) represent the Lord's death: *“As oft as
ye eat of this bread and drink of this eup, ye do show forth the
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Lord's death till he come.” And he has provided # in this
world for us to attend unto as long as the world stands. When
he gave the bread to the disciples, he said: “Take, eat. This
is my body, which is broken for you. This do in remembrance
of me.” * After the same manner he took the cup, saying,
Drink ye all of it; for this 18 my blood which is shed for many
for the remission of sins.” All which shows that this ordinance
is to stand as long as the world lasts; for we are to show forth
his death till he comes. It is to be done in obedience unto him.
And we are to approach his table by faith in him ; so that, when
we approach his table, we are to approach it through the bene-
fits of his death. This should be our one desire, that when we
partake of the symbols of his death we may feed on his body as
broken for our redemption, salvation, and pardon, and drink of
his blood unto the same, and unto the benefits of nis death.
What is 1t? The springing up of spiritual life; for he says,
‘“He that eateth me even he shall live by me.” ¢He that
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood dwelleth in me and I in
him.” Therefore this is what we should iomng for, and we can-
not be too earnest: ‘“ Covet earnestly the best gifts;” and that
is one of the best. Itis called the Lord's Supper, because he
provided it, and because he has promised to come and sup with
us, and he does not come alone, for he brings his Father with
him: ¢ If a man love me, he will keep ‘my words, and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him and make our
abode with him.” The Father, in his paternal love by the
Spirit of adoption, enabling us to say to him, * Abba, Father!
thou art my God and Father!” And therein our enjoyment of
Christ's abode in our hearts: ‘‘Because ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.” The Spirit of Christ will make this clear, our love
will wax warmer and warmer unto Christ, making him exceed-
ing precious to us; for Christ said to the Jews, “If God were
your Father, ye would love me.” Adoption will draw our affec-
tions to Christ; adoption felt will warm our love to Christ!

Well, now, who are they that are weleome to the Lord’s
table? They that are strong believers in Christ ? Yes, they
are; but not they only : «* Humn that is weak in the faith, receive
ye.” Dr. Gill says it means, “Give him the hand, which was
the primitive mode of receiving members into the Church.”
¢« Him that is weak in the faith, receive ye;' receive him in your
heart, receive him to the table of the Lord. Well; but he may
say, I have doubts and fears that I am not the character for the
Lord's table. Receive him, for God has received him. Do not
conclude of him as he concludes of himself, by his doubts and
fears; but receive him, notwithstanding all of them.

Well, every hungry soul that is after spiritual provision is
welcome to the Lord’s table, and every one that can appeal to
the Lord as Peter did: ¢ Lord, thou knowest all things; thou
knowest that I love thee.” Yes, these surely may come with
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freedom. And so may every one that the Lord loves. ¢ He
loves them that hunger and thirst after righteousness. Again,
he loves them that fear the Lord, that tremble at his majesty,
in awe of sinning against him. You may feel unworthy of the
favour, unworthy of the privilege, unworthy of the blessings, as
if they did not belong to you, but the more deeply you feel your
unworthiness and destitution, the more qualified for it. As
Erskine says:
“ Most qualified are they in heaven to dwell
Who feel themselves most qualified for hell,”

The more sensibly unworthy, the more welcome. O that the
blessed Liord may be with us, and go with us to his table, and
be with us at it! O that he may stir our hearts and minds to
himself, and draw us to himself there, and so draw us that he
will communicate to us; so that when we leave the table we
shall go away cheerful, refreshed, strengthened, free, and en-
couraged, our faith and hope increased, Christ desirable to us,
longing to be more spiritual, more godly, more heavenly minded,
that partaking of the blessings of the Liord may not only lead us
in gratitude to God, but that it may lead us into more spiritual
life, that Christ may be our salvation as well as our desire. As
David says, I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of
thine only;” and Paul, “I am determined to know nothing
among you save Jesus Christ and him crucified.” Therefore, to
know Christ and him crucified is the essential of the matter.

O, may we pray to have a deep experience of it, that therein
Christ may become exceeding precious to us, the delight of our
heart and souls, that we may grow in grace and the knowledge
of him. This is what I long for. O that I may grow up in
him and you grow up with me.

“BLESSED 1S THE MAN THAT FEARETH
‘ ALWAYS.”

TaEe thing is to distinguish between legal and evangelical fear,
the fear of the wicked who fears the punishment only, but feels
no love to the Lord; and the fear of the child who loves, or
wishes to love, the Lord, and fears, because of the sin and
enmity felt to be still in the flesh, which wars against the spirit,
that his spot is not the spot of the child of God. You dare not
say you do not love the Lord; but you are afraid, because you
look to what you feel yourself to be, and not enough to what
Christ is, as made of God to you, that your fears are not holy
fears. You fear to offend God, or grieve his Spirit, or bring dis-
grace upon his holy name. You fear because you find yourself
weak. (Thank God that you are a sensibly weak one!) You
fear because you cannot be as holy as you wish. (Thank God
that you have an appetite for God's own righteousness, and that
only Christ's righteousness will satisfy yon.) Do you hate sin
only for the punishment threatened sgainst it, or because it is
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the abominable thing which God hates? and does it make you
erieve, wound your conscience, and bring your soul into trouble ?
If so, thank God. May the Lord give you the full assurance of
faith. < Give diligence, to make your calling and election sure.”
That word diligence shows it is no easy matter.

W.L.R.

SUCCESSFUL BEGGING.

My dear Sister in the Lord Jesus,—Many thanks to you for
your kind letter and its contents. I have often thought of writing &
line to you; but I am become such a fool in writing that I sel-
dom do anything to it more than I seem obliged to do, and then
I mostly am so ashamed of it that it is a trial to send it.

I am sorry for your affliction in your head, and your other
trials which come upon you; but it is a mercy to find a God
hearing and answering prayer in the time of need. I am a beg-
gar, and so was Lazarus, and the Lord lifteth up the beggar
from the dunghill. Begging is & trying empioyment sometimes;
at other times I love it very much. To be a successful beggar, .
I must have a teacher. The Lord alone can wmake a good beg-
gar. He is the Lord of beggars, and loves the beggar’s knock.
I have to beg that I may beg aright. I beg that I may be kept
begging mercy every hour, for none can need it more than I.
I beg to be healed, for my wounds often stink and are corrupt,
because of my foolishness. I beg to be humbled and kept low
at the Lord’s feet, for my heart is often stiff with pride. I beg
for faith; for my heart is a sink of unbelief. I beg for strength;
for T have much to do and much to bear, and have no strength
for anything. I beg the Lord to open my eyes; for I am very
blind. I beg the Liord to comfort me; for I am often very
wretched and miserable. I beg the Lord to lift my head above
my enemies round about me; for they often seem very high, and
I am very low. I beg that I may hear the Lord's most blessed
voice; for I often call and he giveth me no answer. I beg him
to wash me and make me clean and sweet; for I am very filthy,
and loathe my own breath. I beg to be made beautiful and
comely; but I am still very black and very ugly. I have to beg
for a chapel, and beg for a congregation, and beg for a text, and
beg for a sermon, beg for the Lord's presence and for a blessing
upon the word and upon the people. I have to beg for the weak
and the wavering, and the fallen and the offended; for my dea-
cons and my friends, my sons, and my daughters, and my wife,
and for our Queen, and for our country. So mine is a large busi-
ness, and T wich I could say, ‘ most successful.”

Well, although I have much to lament and deplore, yet my
incoming from this branch of trade is so considerable that if I
was but right minded in the matter, it would take every moment
of my time to pay the taz that is due to my sovereign Lord,
King Jesus.
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I do not forget you altogether, but am sometimes permitied
to remember you at the throne of grace, and sincerely wish to
do it more and more effectually too. And may the Lord give
you a heart to.gray for me and for mine!

The place I speak in upon Sundays, in Artillery Lane, is a
chapel that was originally built for the French refugees, and
would seat, I suppose, 500 people if there were proper sittings
for them; but it being used for a school, of course the sittings
are deficient. Yet it is a good place for speaking, and the atten-
dance is more than we had at Mitchell Street.

My daughter is still laid up, but I have this morning carried
her into the front room to lie on the sofa. This is more than
she could bear for the last twelvemonths,

Yours affectionately, for the Lord’s sake,
Islington, July 24, 1854, JAMES SHORTER.

GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS: GOD
MANIFESTED IN THE FLESH.

Gop incarnate! Here’s a mystery;
Angels cannot fathom this.
Throughout all eternity,
Here’s a sea of boundléss bliss.

]
God incarnate! What compassion
Dwells in Jesus’ bleeding heart;
O the precious consolation
He to sinners does impart.

"Twas for sinners; yea, the vilest,
That he bled on Calvary’s tree,

That through him they might be guiltless,
That through him they might be free.

See him groaning, gasping, crying,
Shuddering in the arms of death;
Hear the multitude reviling,
Listen to his praying breath!

¢ Father, Father, O forgive them,
For they know not what they do!”

Here’s a dying, bleeding virtue;
Sinners, sinners, 'twas for you.

Now behold the sun in darkness;
Midnight darkness veils the skies;

Now the powers of hell are shaken,
And the sleeping dead arise.

Rocks asunder now are riven,
And the veil is rent in twain;

Monarch he of earth and heaven,
Yet by feeble hands was slain.

Jesus, full of all compassion,
Let me feel thy power withio,

Slaying every lust and passion,
Every base in-dwelling sin.



44 THE GOSPEL STANDARD.—FEBRUARY 1, 1869,

MEDITATIONS ON DIFFERENT PORTIONS OF
THE WORD OF GOD.

MEDITATIONS ON THE SECOND CHAPTER OF THE ERJSTLE TO THE
EPHESIANS,
(Concluded from page 383, Vol. XXXIV.)

Ix resuming and, we hope, concluding our exposition of the
chapter before us (Eph. ii.), we would draw the attention of our
readers to the wonderful contrast presented to us in it between
the natural and original state of a sinner, and especially & Gen-
tile sinner, as sunk in the depths of the fall, and manifesting in
his life and conduect its dreadful fruits and effects, and the state
of a sinner redeemed, restored, and saved by free and sovereign
grace. As sunk in the depths of the fall, and manifesting in his
life and conduet its awful fruits and practical effects, he 1s dead
in trespasses and sins, walks according to the course of this
world, is under the dominion and influence of Satan, the prince
of the power of the air, has his conversatior in the lusts of the
flesh, fulfils the desires of the flesh and of ihe mind, and is by
nature a child of wrath, exposed to, and deserving the terrible
and eternal anger of God as a consuming " fire. What a
picture is here drawn of the state of man by nature, and
especially of those Gentile sinners to whom tke Epistle was
addressed. But how true a description also of what we
ourselves were in days past, when dead in sin, and how we
walked, lived, and acted before we were arrested in our mad
career by sovereign and distinguishing grace. It is good and
profitable often to call to mind and ponder over our base origi-
nal, and what our state by nature was, that we may see in it,
as in a glass, the awful depths of sin and ruin in which we were
sunk. It is thus that we see, in the light of our own experi-
ence, as a confirmation of the word of truth, what death of
soul Godward; what reckless, callous insensibility to his will and
word ; what total want of godly fear; what determined resolu-
tion to have our own way and carry out our various plans of
pleasure or profit; what wilful rejection and proud scorning of
all control, possessed our whole minds, even if we were not
abandoned to excess of crime or all manner of open and out-
ward ungodliness. It is thus also that we learn to wonder at
and admire the lovinglindness, tender pity, and infinite com-
passion of a blessed Redeemer who Liad mercy upon those who
had no mercy upon themselves, and who, but for his grace,
would have gone on adding sin to sin and iniquity to iniquity
until they dropped into the lake that burns with fire and brim-
stone. Israel was bidden to confess, ‘A Syrian ready to
perish was my father " (Deut. xxvi. 5); and when the Lord
would, by a most striking and effective figure, specially represent
to the church of old the riches of Lis grace, he paints her as a
lLelpless, forlorn babe, ¢ cast out in the open field, to the lqath-
iug of its person in the day that it was born” (Ezek. xvi. 5),
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that by the contrast of this miserable condition with his pity and
love to her, and the fruits of it, he might recall to her mind the
unparalleled debt of gratitude due to himself, and her base re-
turns for all his favours and lovingkindnesses bestowed upon
her. Shallow professors, and formal, dry, dead preachers may
cry out agninst it as poring over ourselves, brooding over our
miseries, making an experience of, or even priding ourselves
upon our corruptions; but we are well satisfied that a believ-
ing sight and sense, and a feeling, experimental knowledge of
the depths of the fall and the state of ruin, misery, and degra-
“dation into which it has personally end individually sunk us,
must ever precede a gpiritual, experimental knowledge of the
efficacy of atoning blood as applied to the conscience and the
heights, lengths, depths, and breadths of pardoning love as re-
vealed to the soul; and that those who are ignorant of the one
are ignorant of the other. It is, indeed, for want of being deeply
and thoroughly exercised upon these solemn matters, and be-
cause they have known and felt so little of the dreadful evil of
sin, of the holiness and justice of God, and of their own utter
helplessness to deliver and save themselves, that we have so
many self-righteous, presumptuous, light and trifling, vain and
empty professors amongst us. Had they really seen and felt
what man is by nature and practice, and had their souls been
long and deeply exercised with a burden of sin and guilt, and
then been blessed with some manifestation of mercy and love,
how it would have cured them both of their self-righteousness
and of their presumption, driven out of them, or at least much
subdued, their light and trifling spirit, and left such a deep,
solemn, and permanent impression on their mind of what they
have been and are toward God, and what he has been and is to-
ward them, as would have wrought in them a solidity, humility,
contrition, and brokenness of spirit, a tenderness of conscience,
separation from the world, and spirituality of mind, of which at
present we see so little in the professing church of God.

But now having looked down into the horrible pit and miry
clay into which sin has sunk us, in common with the whole
human race, let us, with the apostle, take a view of the other
side of the question, and see to what heights of blessedness
sovereign grace has restored and raised the elect of God. How
wonderful 1s the contrast between the depths of the fall and the
heights of the recovery; between the misery of man and the
mercy of God; between the state and character of sinners dead
In sin and saints blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus. But as in our exposition of the chapter
now before us we have already attempted to unfold the spiritual
blessings and exalted privileges described by the apostle, and to
trace out one by one the mercies and favours to which the saints
are advanced spoken of in it, we need not go over that ground
again, or even briefly recapitulate them, as 1t would be but a re-
Petition of our previous papers. We shall, therefore, at once
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address ourselves to the exposition of the remaining verses of
the chapter.

Our readers will remember that the point at which we paused
in our last paper was to show how the saints of God, and
especially the Gentile saints, were ‘“no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellow citizens with saints, and of the household
of God.” (Verse 19.)

The point, therefore, to which we are now come, is the way in
which they are built up, that they may be a habitation of God
through the Spirit.

1. The first thing which we have to unfold is that which lies at
the basis of the whole, viz., the foundation: * And are built
upon the foundation of the aposties and prophets, Jesus Christ
himself being the chief corner stone.” (Eph.ii. 20.)

1t will be observed that they are here said to be ¢ built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets.”” This does not
mean that the apostles and prophets form themselves the foun-
dation of the spiritual building, as if it were actually and really
built upon them, but that it was laid ministerially by them.
No man, or order of men, however distinguished by ability, gift,
or grace, however called or favoured of God, could be a founda-
tion able to bear up the church of Christ. Neither Peter, nor
Peter’'s successors, true or false, could be the rock on which
Christ has declared he will build his church. Such a founda-
tion would be sand, not a rock against which the gates of hell
should not prevail, and those who trusted in it and built upon
it would come under the curse: ‘ Cursed be the man that
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm.” (Jer. xvii. 5.)
Christ, and Christ only, is the foundation, This point is well
explained by the apostle himself in another epistle:  According
to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise master-
builder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.
But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is
Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. iii. 10, 11.) He here speaks of himself
as ‘‘a wise masterbuilder,” that is, a skilful architect who knew
both the certainty and value of the foundation, and the fit mate-
rials for the superstructure. According, then, to the grace of
God which was given unto him, instructing him into a spiritual
and experimental knowledge of Christ by a revelation of him to
his soul (Gal. i. 16), and bestowing upon him the gift of utter-
ance to open his mouth boldly, and make known the mystery
of the gospel (Eph. vi. 19), he ministerially laid the founda-
tion by preaching Christ and him crucified. He, therefore, plainly
tells us that “other foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” This foundation God laid actually,
according to his own words: “ Therefore thus saith the Lord
God, Behold, Ilay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone,

precious corner stone, a sure foundation; he that believeth
shall not make haste ” (Isa. xxviii. 16); but Paul laid it minis-
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terially. Thus when we read of ‘¢ the foundation of the apostles
and prophets,” and being built on that foundation, it does nof
mean that the apostles and prophets were themselves the foun-
dation, but that they laid it ministerially when they declared, by
the word of their testimony, in the language of Peter: ¢ Thia
is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is
become the head of the corner.” (Acts iv. 11.)

This foundation, then, was laid by ¢ the apostles and pro-
phets " when they testified in their ministry of the Person and
work of Christ, preaching him as the Son of God (Acts ix. 20),
and set him forth as the Rock, the only Rock, on which the church
is built. If we carefully read the various sermons and discourses.
of Peter and Paul recorded in the Acts, we shall clearly see how
in them all Christ in his sufferings, death, and resurrection is
1aid as the foundation of all forgiveness of sin, and of all hope
of salvation (Acts ii. 32-39; iii. 26; iv. 10-12; xiii. 38, 39.)
There is no difficulty, therefore, in-ascertaining the meaning of
the word ¢ apostles.” They were those who were entrusted with
a peculiar mission, and an office distinet from all others. Thus
among the specially-gifted members of the body of Christ, enu-
merated by the apostle, they occupy the first place: ‘ And God
hath set some in the church; first, apostles.” (1 Cor. xii. 28.)
Such were the twelve disciples: ‘‘ And when 1t was day, he
called unto him his disciples; and of them he chose twelve,
whom also he named apostles ”” (Liuke vi. 18) ; and such was Paul,
who declares of himself that he was ‘“an apostle, not of men,
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and by God the Father,
who raised him from the dead.” (Gal. i. 1.) The apostles were
distinguished from all other teachers and officers in the church
by having their commission and doctrine immediately and
directly from Christ himself. The literal meaning of the word
apostle is ‘“ one who is sent.” Thus they were, in a peculiar and
especial way, sent by Christ himself, either by express call when
he was on earth, or, as in Paul's particular case, by express reve-
lation from him in heaven. To them was also given a power to
work miracles as proofs of their divine commission; and they
only could, by the laying on of hands ministerially, give the
Holy Ghost. (Acts viii. 14-17; xix. 8.) They also alone had
authority to plant churches; nor was their mission confined to
any particular church; but they had power and authority in all
the churches to preach the word and administer the ordinances,
give counsel, advice, reproof, exhortation, and censure, either
Personally or by letter. Nome, therefore, but they could write,
under divine inspiration, Epistles to the churches to form a park
of the sacred Scriptures. The foundation, therefore, laid by
nen 80 eminent in grace, endowed with such divine authority,
and furnished with such extraordinary gifts, must needs be a
foundation laid in the power of the Holy Ghost, and worthy of
our faith and acceptance.

But the apostle speaks of this foundation as laid also by ¢ the
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prophets.” By these we understand, not the prophets of the Old
Testament, though we would not exclude them, according to
Peter's testimony (Acts x. 43), but the prophets of the New; for
the apostle tells us, in a passage already quoted, that they occn-
pied a position in the church next to the apostles: ‘“ And God
hath set some in the church, first, apostles; secondarily, pro-
phets.” He also speaks in almost similar language in the
epistle now before us: ¢“ And he gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets.” (Eph. iv.11.) By the word ¢ prophets,” however,
we are not to understand, in the usual sense of the term, men
who predicted future events, though there were such in the primi-
tive church, as Agabus (Acts xi. 28; xxi. 10), but preachers, as
we now term them, who are called “ prophets,” because they
spoke in the name of and from the Lord, being, as it were, his
mouth. This, indeed, is the true and proper meaning of the
word ¢ prophet;” his distinguishing character being that he
speaks for God, being his mouth (Jer. xv. 19), and one to whom
the word of the Lord has come. That he predicts future events
is but a secondary part of his mission, and connccted with his
primary office, more as a confirmation than its chief intention.
In this poiot of view, therefore, the prophets of the New Testa-
ment resemble the prophets of the Old, who spake such words,
whether predictions or not, ¢ as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” (2 Pet. i. 21.) We see this very clearly from the lan-
guage of the apostle in another place: * But if all prophesy,
and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he
is convinced of all, he is judged of all.” (1 Cor. xiv. 24.) By
proplhesying is evidently meant here, not predicting future
events, but preaching with power to men's consciences; for it
is in this way that the unbeliever is convinced of sin, judged as
guilty, and the secrets of his heart made manifest. Prophecy,
therefore, in the true and proper sense of the word, includes in-
struction and consolation, reproof, and, indeed, the whole work
of the ministry: * Let the prophets speak two or three, and let
the other judge. If anything be revealed to another that sitteth
by, let the first Liold his peace. For ye may all prophesy one
by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.” (1 Cor.
xiv. 29-81.) For these reasons, therefore, we understand the
prophets who are said, in conjunction with the apostles, to have
laid the foundation on which the church is built to be the pro-
phets or preachers, not of the Old Testament, but of the New,
and thus to include those servants of the living God who preach
the gospel as being divinely commissioned and enabled to do so by
the teaching of the Holy Ghost and the authority of God.

But now let us look at the expression, ‘ Jesus Christ him-
self being the chief corner stone.”

The meaning of this expression, which frequently occurs in
the New Testament, is, we think, often misunderstood. It is
taken in the first instance from the declaration concerning our
Lord in the Psalms, which he in the gospels (Mark xii. 10; Lule
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xx. 17) specially claimed and appropriated to himself: ¢ The
gtone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the
corner.” (Ps. cxviii. 22.) The ‘“head of the corner,” or * the
chief corner stone,” the meaning of both expressions being one
and the same, signifies not the stone which stands at the top of
the building, uniting the corners of the two walls just under the
roof, but the broad foundation stone, which is firmly fixed af
the very bottom; and it is called the ¢ corner stone” or the
< head" or *‘ chief of the corner,” because being laid as a huge
and broad stone for a foundation of the whole building, each
wall meets upon it at the corners, it equally supporting and
upholding them all. The two walls which thus meet together
represent Jew and Geutile; but each of these walls equally
rests upon the broad foundation stone which is common to
both, and not only supports them separately but unites them
together at the corner, where each meets and rests upon it. It
is the expression “ head” which has caused the misapprehen-
sion of the word *‘ corner stone” to which we have alluded; but
the word “* head” in Hebrew properly signifies the first or chief;
and thus as the foundation is not only the chief stone as sup-
iorting the whole, but the first which is laid, so our gracious
ord 18 not only chief in dignity, but was laid first in place, for
the church was chosen in him. In all things he must have the
pre-eminence. Thus he is first in dignity, as the Son of the
Father in truth and love; first in choice, God choosing the elect
in him; first in suffering, for what sorrows were like his sor-
rows? first in resurrection, for he is ‘ the first-fruits of them
that slept;” first in power, for *all power is given unto him in
‘heaven and in earth;” first in glory, for he 15 gone before to
prepare a place for his people; and we may well add, he is first
in their hearts and affections, for he that loveth father or
mother, son or daughter, more than him is not worthy of him.
But the chief point of the passage now before us is the way
in which the Lord Jesus is the chief corner stone to those who
are built upon him; and in it we see the connection between the
foundation as laid ministerially by the apostles and prophets,
and the actual foundation itself, which is Christ the Lord. And
to understand this connection better, take your own case, or
that of any other poor guilty sinner quickened into divine life
and looking about him on every side. for something to support
his guilty soul, his troubled mind, his fearful anxious heart, his
burdened spirit. If he look up, what does lie see but the justice
of a holy God? If he look to the law, what is there in it but
curse and condemnation, misery, wrath, and bondage? If lLe
look to his past life, what is it but onme continued course of
wickedness and sin ¢ If he look into his own heart, what does
he find it but * deceitful above all things and desperately
wicked 2  What, then, shall he do? Where shall he go? On
what can he build his hope ? Now, when Christ the foundation
13 set before him as laid in the Seriptures of truth by the



50 THE GOSPEL BTANDARD.—FEBRUARY 1, 869.

apostles, or is preached in his hearing by one of God’s prophets,
and by the application of the word to his heart, he is enabled to
believe for himself in the Son of God, then he comes off him-
self to rest upon Christ the foundation, It is thus that the very
first stone of his hope is laid upon Christ. This is effected by the
shining in of divine light into the soul, giving him a knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. iv. 6.)
And as he thus beholds, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord,
he is delivered from the power of darkness and is translated into
the kingdom of God's dear Son. (2 Cor. iii. 18; Col. i. 18.

He now finds a foundation, on which his soul can safely an

happily rest. Having tasted that the Lord is gracious, by the
discoveries of his Person and work, and the manifestations of his
mercy, and being drawn by the cords of a man and the bands of
love (Hos. xi. 4; Jer. xxxi. 8), he comes unto him, as unto
& living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and
precious; and by coming unto him, is lifted up, so to speak, out
of sin and self, out of bondage, darkness, and confusivn, and is
set down upon him as a tried stone, a sure foundation; and thus
finds rest and peace. To rest thus upon Christ as a foundation
carries with it the sensible approbation of Ged; for he has laid
this foundation in Zion, that it might be ‘ a tried stone, &
precious corner stone, a sure foundation.” (Isa. xxviii. 16.) As
the child of God, therefore, by faith rests upon Christ, he has the
testimony of the blessed Spirit in his heart that it is a sure
foundation, and that he that believeth on him shall not be con-
founded, either in this world, or in the world to come. (1 Pet.ii. 6.)

ii. Having thusspoken of the foundation as laid ministerially, by
the apostles and prophets, and laid actually by Jesus Christ being
himself the chief corner stone, the apostle goes on to show how
the living stones are built up upon and in him: *In whom 4ll the
building fitly framed together groweth unto & holy temple in
the Lord.” (Eph. ii. 21.)

By ‘“ the building,” we are to understand the whole church of
Christ as comprehending all the members of his mystical body,
chosen in him and given to him before the foundation of the
world. But this building is raised here below, before it is taken
up to be eternally in all its completeness above; and thus, though
there is an eternal union between the Lord Jesus Christ and his
people, which is the foundation of every other, there is also &
grace union in time as each successive member is brought forth
and is baptized by the Holy Ghost into his mystical body. The
union between Christ and his people is represented in the Scrip-
ture gometimes by the figure of a vine and its bradches, some-
times by that of a body and its head, sometimes by that between
a man and his wife, and sometimes, as in the passage before us,
by that of a building of which he is the foundation, and they
the superstructure. It is with the latter we have now to do.

The union hetween the foundation and the superstructure is
very close and intimate paturally, but in the case of Christ and
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his people embraces a closeness of communication, of which no
earthly, material building is capable.

1. I'irst, then, it is one of support. Every stone in a building
has a virtual union with the foundation on which it rests, for if
that foundation were removed from under them, every stone in
every part of the building would at once fall to the ground with
a crash. So, could the foundation which God has laid in Zion
be removed, the gates of hell would prevail and the whole
ohurch sink into eternal perdition. But here is the blessedness
of ‘“a sure foundation,” that every stone which is built upon it
i8 80 supported by it that it cannot fall as long as the founda-
tion stands.

2, But besides the union of support between the foundation
and the stones which rest upon it, there is, in this case, what is
not and cannot be found in a material building, a union consisf-
ing in mutual life. This is very clearly and sweetly brought
before us by Peter: ¢ To whom coming, as unto a living stone, dis-
allowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious, ye also,
a8 lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, a holy priest-
hood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ.” (1 Pet. ii. 4, 5.) In a material building both the
foundation stone and those which are built upon it are dead.
There is, therefore, between them no other union but the union
of support. But in the spiritual building, there is a union be-
tween the foundation and the stones built upon it, not only of
support, but of life: It is this which makes the union between
them so close and intimate. The Lord Jesusis ¢ a living stone,”
inasmuch as in him is life (Jno. i. 4); and this life is a media-
torial life, given to him, that he may give it to us; ‘ for as the
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the Son to have
life in himself.” (Jno. v. 26.) Itis as the possessor of this
mediatorial life that, ¢ the Son quickeneth whom he will " (Jno.
v. 21); and by the reception of this life, out of his fulness, our
souls are made and maintained alive unto God. (Jno. i. 16;
v. 40.) This mediatorial life he now lives and exercises at the
right hand of God. He therefore said to John in vision: I
am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen ; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev.
i. 18); and to his disciples he gave this promise before his de-
parture from them: ¢ Yet a little while, and the world seeth me
no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.”
(Jmo. xiv. 19.) ~As, then, we are severally quickened into spiri-
tual and eternal life, we come unto him, who is a living stone,
ourselves as living* stones, and being lifted up, and out of the
foundation of dead self, to rest upon him, as the foundation
which God hath laid in Zion, we become built up a spiritual
bouse. (1 Pet. ii. 5.) The life which is in the foundation

.. * The word “lively ” (1 Pet. ii. 5) should have been rendered “living,”
It being just the same word in the original as ‘‘the living stone,” spoken
of in the preceding verse.
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spreads and diffuses itself through the living stones which are
built upon it; and as this life is felt in them and by them, it
makes them cling closer and closer to the Rock, with all the
weight of their souls, and all the strength of their affections.
And as they find the foundation firm and good, and able to bear
them up, amidst all their trials and temptations, for it is “a
tried stone,” they embrace it more and more in faith and love,
and thus give back the life which they receive in prayer, praise,
and adoration.

In the mind of God, in his eternal purposes and determinate
decrees, every stone of this epiritual house already has its fixed
place. There is an expression in the prophet Ezekiel which
may illustrate this. The man of God is shown in vision ‘¢ the
frame of a city.” The city was not yet bailt, but it was to be
built, and he saw the frame of it already set up and com-
plete. (Ezek. x1. 2.) It was, therefore, to his mind's eye,
as if the city were already complete, before a single stone of
it was laid. So it is in this spiritual hcuse. The whole frame
of it, as complete as it will be when+« the head stone is brought
forth with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it"” was ever
before the mind of God; and thus every stone, as it is succes-
Bively added to the building, occupies in it its fixed and prede-
termined place in the church militant and suifering below, as it
will in the church triumphant and glorified abcve.

8. But we may also observe that the union between the living
foundation and the living stones which are built upon it gives
the latter union and communion with each other, as well as with
the foundation itself. This point is beautifully brought out in
this epistle by the figure of a body in union with its Head:
<« But, speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which 1s the head, even Christ; from whom the whole
body, fitly joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the mea-
sure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edify-
ing of itself in love.” (Eph. iv. 15, 16.) The whole body is
here spoken of as ‘ fitly joined together, and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth.” In almost similar terms the apos-
tle speaks in another place: “ And not holding the Head, from
which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of
God.” (Col. ii. 19.) We here see the union of the different
members of the body with each other through their union with
their common Head, and that this union with him not only
gives them union with one another, but is also a means of
inward grace and strength, nourishment being ministered to the
body by the joints and bands of the different members. It isin
this way that all the building is « fitly framed together,” each
living stone being in union both with the foundation and with
its fellow living stones, and thus having life and grace diffused
through the whole as a meuns of mutual support and nourish-
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ment. They are not loose stones lying about the mouth of the
quarry, nor severed members, but compacted together by cement,
ag stones, and by joints and bands, as members; and thus they
mutually strengthen and mnourish one another by the life
derived from their common Head. What motives to love and
union !

What a beautiful representation is this of the church of
Christ! and though it 13 much hidden from our eyes, and so
obscured by sin and unbelief, and the low state of things
amongst us, as often to be scarcely visible, yet it is not less real.
We never can fully know the blessings and benefits which we
owe to our brethren in the Lord, and especially to those of them
with whom we are brought into immediate spiritual contact, by
church fellowship or other band of union. Their conversa-
tion, their example, their prayers, the various ways in which
they minister to our natural or spiritual necessities, the
secret restraints from sin, the encouragements to believe, the
springings up of hope, the drawings forth of love and affection
the sympathy manifested by them in trial and affliction, and the
swees persuasion that we have of the power and reality of their
religion—all these helps and aids to the life of God in the soul
‘spring out of the union which there is between the living stones
with each other. And were the church of God more blessed
and favoured with life and power, were there in it more sensible
union and communion with the Lord, so that there was a larger,
fuller, and deeper communication of the life that is in him, the
more would the benefit and blessing of the mutual union of his
members with each other be known and realised. It was so in
those early days when ¢ the multitude of them that believed were
of one heart and of one soul.” Then was the body more closely
-and sensibly knit together, and larger nourishment was there-
fore ministered to it by the joints and bands. And as union is
ftrength, so this mystical body was then more closely compacted
together by that which every joint supplied, and thus they were
strengthened by each other's example, sympathy, prayers, coun-
sel, exhortations, and, when needed, by rebukes and reproofs, to
suffer persecution and the loss of all things for Christ's sake.
But when love waxed cold, then the body declined in strength,
and, as it declined in strength, the joints and bands were less
firmly compacted together, hanging, as it were, loosely, like a
dislocated limb or a paralysed arm; and, for want of their for-
mer closeness, nourishment was not ministered as it had been
when the members were in nearer union and communion.

iii. Now, this may prepare us to understand how *“all the build-
ing groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord.” It grows so in
two ways: 1, By the constant accession of fresh stones; and 2,
By the personal individual growth of the stones themselves.

1. It 1s in the first way that every natural and material build-
ing i3 made to increase. As stone after stone is added to it, the
building makes progress until at last it is complete. But the



54 THB GOSPEL STANDARD.—FEBRUARY 1, 1869,

larger the structure, the choicer the materials, and the more
beautiful the architecture, the longer time it almost necessarily
takes to finish. Compare, for instance, the building of the
palace at Westminster with the ruuning up of a house in a
London suburb; for so it is with this spiritual building. Innu-
merable are the living stones which compose it, for they will form
at last & multitude which no man ean number. Slowly also,
but surely, invisibly to man, but not less really with God, are
the living stones brought out from the quarry, and laid upon
and united unto the foundation.

But as we have already sufficiently opened this point, we shall
now attempt to show how the building groweth into a holy tem-
ple by the spiritual increase of the individual stones in it.

2. Growth is the sure mark of life. We see this in vegetation,
in the animal creation, in the growth of our own bodies, and: of
every other thing in which there is life. Where, then, there is
the life of God in the soul, there will be a growth in that life.
Paul says to the Thessalonian church: ‘¢ We are bound to thank
God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your
faith groweth exceedingly” (2 Thess. i. 8);” and Peter says,
““But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. iii. 18.) There is ¢‘ an increasing
in the knowledge of God” (Col. i. 10), and ““a coming in the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Scn of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of
Christ.” (Eph. iv. 18.) It was for this increasing knowledge of
the Son of God that Paul stretched every desire of his soul when
he followed after, if that he might apprehend that for which also
he was apprehended of Christ Jesus; and thus reaching forth
unto those things which were before, he pressed toward the
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
(Phil. iii. 12-14.) This is not what is called progressive sancti-
fication, as if the flesh got holier and holier, for that is still ever
“‘the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;"
but this is a growth of that ‘“ new man, which after God is created
in righteousness and true holiness.” After this growth in grace,
this closer conformity to the image of Christ, should we ever be
striving with all the powers of our soul; not satisfied with a low
and lean state before God, but with unceasing prayer and sup-
plication, begging of the Lord that we might be * filled with the
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding,
that we might walk worthy of the Lord, unto all pleasing, being
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of
God.” (Col. i. 9, 10.)

It is only as we are thus taught, led, and blessed that we can
enter into the meaning of the words with the consideration of
which we shall close our present Meditations: ¢ In whom ye
also are builded together for an habitation of God through the
Spirit.” (Eph. ii. 22.)

These words will apply both to the whole body of Chrisf
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viewed collectively, and to each separate member of that body
viewed individually., In this double sense we shall now, there-
fore, consider them.

i. View them first, then, as referring to the whole body of
Christ as complete in him. 'We have shown that the church of
Christ, viewed as a body, is spoken of as * compacted together,”
and that, viewed as a building, it is ¢ fitly framed together.” In
this fulness of the whole and the harmony of the parts, as in
the human body and as in an architectural building, much of its
beauty consists. A body of which & member is deficient or dis-
proportionate, and a building incomplete as a whole or deficient
in symmetry in its parts, alike disgust and repel the eye. But
who can conceive or describe the beauty and harmony of that
body of which Christ is the Head, and of that building of which
he 18 the chief corner-stone ? Both are now imperfect, for the
body is still wanting some of its members, and the building
some of its stones; but each, though, in fact, they are but one,
being but figures, not the reality, shadows, not the substance,
will one day be complete, for the church of Christ is gradually
growing up into its full proportions.

Now, the object of this building, so beautifully and fitly framed
together, is that it might be * a holy temple in the Liord.” The
glory of the tabernacle was the presence of God in it, as dwell-
ing on the ark between the cherubim; and, therefore, when the
ark was taken ‘‘the glory of the Lord departed from Israel.”
(1 Sam. iv. 21.) So was it also in the temple erected by Solo-
mon. When the Lord came into his temple, we read ‘‘ that the
house was filled with & cloud, even the house of the Lord; so
that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the
cloud; for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of God.”
(2 Chbron. v. 18, 14.) We thus see a connection between a
temple and the habitation of God in it. It is his indwelling
presence which makes the temple both holy and glorious. God
sought for himself, so to speak, a habitation, a visible dwelling-
Place, that he who inhabits eternity, who dwelleth in the light
which no man can approach unto, whom no man hath seen, nor
can- see, might yet present himself visibly to the eyes of men,
and not only so, but might have s permanent dwelling-place
among them. He therefore said to Moses: ¢ Let them make
me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.” (Exod. xxv. 8.)
This sanctuary typified, in thefirst instance, the sacred humanity
of our blessed Lord, in which dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily ; for he in his human nature is ** the true tabernacle
which God pitched and not man.” But in a secondary sense
the churoh, as being the mystical body of Christ, is also the
temple of God, for in it he dwells by his Holy Spirit. It is the
place of his habitation upon earth sanctified by his power and
glorified by his indwelling presence.

_ 2. But what is true of the church collectively is true of every
individual member separately. Every gospel church here below
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may be considered as a loly temple in which God lives end
dwells. The apostle, therefore, writing to tlie church at Corinth
““as the church of God” (2 Cor. i. 1) says to them: ¢ And what
agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the
temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.” (2 Cor. vi. 18.) It was because the church
of God at Corinth was collectively the temple of the living God
that he dwelt in them and walked in them.

Now, what the church of God is in its completeness in Christ,
as 1t will be in heaven above, and what it is in its visible and
militant state on earth now, so is every individual member of
that church in this time state; and it is this solemn truth which
makes the words before us to have such a forcible application to
every individual believer. Not only, then, is a church, that is,
a gospel church, builded together by the ordinances of God's
house, by a continual accession of living members, and by a
growth in grace of each individual member, to be a habitation of
God through the Spirit, but every one in it who fears and loves
God 18 builded into it for the same blessed purpose, that God may
dwell in him and walk in him, making his body his own temple.

But, alas! how little is this realised and aeted upon. Were
pastors, were deacons, were members of gospel churches more
deeply and powerfully impressed with the solemn truth that they
are builded together, that God himself might dwell in them
through the Spirit, how much more careful they would be than
they now are to.msaintain purity of doctrine, truth and reality,
life and power in experience, and godliness and holiness in life!
What a reverential fear would possess their minds, that they
might not defile the Lord's temple, or sin against and before so
holy and all-seeing a Guest! As a modest woman guards her
chastity, or one who loves cleanliness in person, dress, and
house shrinks from and hates dirt and filth, so will a conscience
made and kept tender and alive in godly fear dread the defile-
ment of sin and guilt. And as we shall all have to answer for
ourselves, ‘“to die,” as one said, ‘“ alone,” and as religion is &
personal matter, how careful should it ma