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EDITOR’'S PREFACE.

THE present COMMENTARY, necessarily partaking of the
character of the Book which it is designed to illustrate, is
more historical than doctrinal; and hence does not contain
so much profound theological discussion as some of Calvin's
other Commentaries. The leading topic is the progress of
the Goospel under the inspired teachers to whom its first pro-
pagation was entrusted, and, in immediate connection with
this, the Constitution of the Apostolic Church, and the
privileges enjoyed by its members. To this latter point the
attention of the religious world is now more especially
directed ; and whatever be the views entertained with re-
gard to it by any reader into whose hands this Commentary
may fall, if he feels aright, he will not think that his study
of the controversy is complete until he has made himself
acquainted with what has been said upon it by such a man
as Calvin.

A work of talent need not be either the less interesting
or the less instructive that it advocates views at variance
with our own. If our opinions have been deliberately and
candidly formed, it is a satisfactory test of their soundness
when they continue unshaken by all that the ablest opponent
can urge against them.



vi THE EDITOR'S PREFACE.

The Translation appears to be well executed. It is, per-
haps, not so strictly literal as that of the Commentary on
the Romans, which the CaALvIN SoCIETY has already pub-
lished ; but any difference, in this respect, is more than com-
pensated by the general superiority of its style. There are
occasional obscurities or mistranslations which the Editor
has endeavoured, as in the Commentary on the Romans, to
remove by foot-notes ; but, on the whole, it is believed that
the present Translation will not suffer by comparison with
that of any Theological Translation of the same period.

H. B.
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
THE LORD HENRY, EARL OF HUNTINGTON,

LORD HASTINGS, ETC., KENIGHT OF THE MOST ITONOURABLE ORDER OF
THE GARTER, AND LORD PRESIDENT OF THE QUEEN’S MAJESTY'S
COUNSEL ESTABLISHED IN THE NORTH PARTS,

CHRISTOPHER FETHERSTONE

WISHETH INCREASE OF SPIBRITUAL GIFTS, LONG LIFE, AND
HAPPY DAYS.

Ir that (Right Honourable) I should prefix any long and
tedious preface before this work in commendation of your
honour,—I should of some be suspected of flattery; if in
praise of these learned Commentaries,—it should seem a thing
superfluous, seeing they sufficiently commend themselves;
if in excuse of those faults which are by me in tranglating
hereof committed,—some censuring Cato would condemn me,
because I would take in hand a work so weighty, being not
able to be without fault, and by craving pardon for faults lay-
ing open my folly. Omitting, therefore, those things which
might carry with them such inconveniences, I hasten unto
that whereof I am chiefly to speak ; namely, to lay open the
causes moving me to dedicate this my simple translation
unto your honour.

Your deserts of God’s church, your singular zeal, your un-
feigned faith, your sincere profession, your especial care to
advance God’s glory, and to root out Papistry, your faithful-
ness towards your prince, have been such, that this realm
generally, but my countrymen in the north parts, my native
soil, specially, have, and shall have, great cause to praise God
for you in the day of their visitation, even when it shall
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please God of his great mercy to behold them with favour-
able countenance, and to take from them in greater measure
that blindness and superstition, wherein they had been long
time nousled, and being fast bred by the bone, is not yet
(through want of means) gotten out of the flesh. Seeing all
these virtues are in you to be found ; seeing both this church
and country have found you so beneficial, whom ought not
these things to provoke to show all thankfulness towards your
honour?

Again, when this history of the Acts of the Apostles was
first penned in Greek by Luke, it was dedicated to noble
Theophilus. When M. Calvin did the second time publish
his Commentaries thereupon in Latin, he presented them
unto one who was in mind a noble Theophilus. Lest, there-
fore, this work, now published in English, should by dedica-
tion be any whit debased, I have made choice of your hon-
our, being no less a noble Theophilus than those before men-
tioned.

Another thing, which is not so much a cause as an en-
couragement, is that courtesy which your honour showeth
to those which present unto you any exercises of learning,
how simple soever they be, whereof I have had full good ex-
perience even in my tender years ; namely, at such time as
1 was trained up in the city of Carlisle, under that man, in
his calling painful, and to the commonwealth profitable, M.
Hayes, whom for that duty which to him I owe I name.
At which time, though those exercises which unto your
honour we then presented were simple, yet were they so
courteously of you received, that the remembrance thereof
doth even now encourage me to presume to offer unto you
some weightier matter.

The last, but not the least, is, the consideration of that
great and undeserved kindmess, which all my friends 1in
general, but especially my brother, your honour’s servant,
have found at your hands, which, to rip up at large, would
be too tedious. In their behalf, therefore, Right Honour-
able, as also in mine own, as a small testimony of a thank-
ful heart, I present unto your honour this work; simple, if
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you respect the translation, but most excellent, if you con-
sider the matter. And thus, humbly craving pardon for my
holdness, and much more humbly beseeching the Lord to
Dless you in the reading hereof, I conclude, fearing prolixity.
The Lord of heaven bless you, and grant that as you have
been heretofore a good Theophilus, so you may continue to
the glory of God, the increasing of his Church, and the profit
of this commonwealth.

From Maighfield in Sussex, this 12th of October, 1585.

Your Honour’s most humble and obedient,

and in Christ at commandment,

CHRISTOPHER FETHERSTONE.



THE EPISTLE TO THE READER.

TaOU hast at length, (Christian reader,) through the bless-
ing of God, wherewith he hath blessed my labours, those
learned Commentaries of M. Calvin upon the Acts of the
Apostles, though simply, yet faithfully, turned into English ;
and though of many I was the unmeetest to attempt this
travail, yet such was the earnest request of my godly friends,
that unless I should have taken it in hand, I should have
seemed void of courtesy, and also of care to profit God’s
Church. I will not stand to rip up those commodities which
thou by reading these Commentaries mayest reap, but I
leave them to thine own experience. What my travail hath
been in this work, those who have endured like toil can best
judge. And forasmueh as I know well, that after great
painstaking some things have escaped me, I beseech thee,
(gentle reader,) condemn me not rashly, but rather amend
them friendly. If thou shalt grow forward in knowledge by
reading this work, then praise God, who hath by this means
made thee profit. God give thee good suceess in reading,
that thereby thou mayest both be better learned, and also
better lived.
Thine in the Lord,

CHRISTOPHER FETHERSTONE.



TO THE MOST RENOWNED PRINCE,

THE LORD NICOLAS RADZIWILL,
DUKE IN OLIKA,

COUNTY PALATINE OF VILNA, CHIEF MARSHAL, AND HEAD CHANCELLOR

OF THE GREAT DUKEDOM OF LITHUANIA, ETC.,

HIS LORD HIGHLY TO BE REVERENCED,
JOHN CALVIN.

WHEREAS I have made mention of the names of those kings
unto whom I had dedicated these my Commentaries, lest
the change incur the crime of lightness among certain un-
skilful men, I must briefly render some reason thereof. For
although both the remembrance of the father, who is dead,
doth retain that reverence with me which it deserveth, and
I do also, as becometh me, reverence the son; yet the im-
portunities of certain did enforce me to put out! their names
in this second edition, who, being incensed against me with
a furious hatred and fear, lest the majesty of kings do pur-
chase some favour to my writings, do boast abroad that they
did conceive sore displeasure, that their name was mixed
with the doctrine of the sacraments which they themselves
disallow. I leave it indifferent whether that be true or no,
neither do I pass;? forasmuch as I did neither hunt after
any private gain, nor yet seek to win favour. But because it
seemed to me an indecent and filthy thing to enforce those
books upon men which are unwilling to entertain them,
which do find willing readers enough, it was worth the de-
claring now, that I never did think any thing less; but that

* “ Expungere,” to expunge. 3 « Neque vero mea iuterest,” in-
deed, 1 have no interest in it.
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I did hope for more cowrtesy than I found. In that truly
there can be no offence, if withdrawing myself from the
contempt of those who loathe my dutifulness, I suffer them
to enjoy those delights of theirs which they desire, and
wherein they delight.

Of you, most famous prince, have I made choice, not
without good cause, whom I might put in the place of
two; both because I think you most worthy to have your
name appear in the spiritual building of Christ’s temple ;
neither do I fear but that my book shall find the same
friendship at your hands, which you did vouchsafe to de-
clare towards me in your most gentle letters. But, omit-
ting at this time the respect of private good-will, I will
stay in another thing. Moreover, I may full well apply
unto you that speech which I had before with another.
Neither am I determined in this place to commend those
most excellent virtues wherewith you have purchased great
authority and singular favour with the King' of Polonia; I
am rather bent unto an exhortation, the sum whereof shall
be this, that with the like readiness and joyfulness where-
with you have at the beginning received the pure doctrine
of the Gospel, that with the like stoutness of courage
wherewith you have hitherto endeavoured to maintain the
true worship of God, you do with the same constancy pro-
secute this course unto the end.

It was surely a point of rare virtue, that whereas you did
know that many did hate nothing more than the frank profes-
sion and free study of godliness, yet, so soon as the truth of
the Gospel of Christ did once shine and appear unto you, you
did not fear by giving your name to provoke their hatred
against you. Neither do those offices and good turns deserve
small praise, which you did not cease to bestow upon the
cherishing and increasing of the first beginnings of the
Church ; although this your diligence did purchase unto you
great envy amongst many noblemen, which did not allow the
same. DBut, because you have no less hard straits to pass

1 ¢ Serenissimum regem,” most seree king.
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through, you must oftentimes stir up and encourage your-
gelf to overcome them all, until you have finished the last
act ; and, so much the more carefully, because many princes,
although they see the estate of the Church filthily corrupt,
yet dare they attempt no remedy; because that danger
which they fear will proceed from innovation, when evils
must be driven out of their old and quiet possession, doth
hinder and keep them back from doing their duty. Other
some think it to be an absurd and foolish thing to touch
(or set hand to) diseases which are incurable. Other some
(I cannot tell through what forwardness) do flee from and
abhor all manner of reformation. But to intreat of those
lets wherewith you are environed on every side, it were
superfluous, especially seeing you kmow them well enough.
Yet, howsoever Satan doth assault you, and with what
combats soever he doth exercise you, you cannot, without
great wickedness, be weary of this holy warfare, which you
have professed under Christ his banner. Furthermore, al-
though you be forward enough of yourself, yet I hope it
will neither be troublesome, nor yet unprofitable for you, to
have your prosperous course of your earnest study, holpen
and furthered with this help which God doth offer unto
your hands by me.!

So often as we see things tossed to and fro, and, as it
were, turned topsy-turvy in the world, there can no more
fit and sure prop be found to establish and stay our weak
consciences, than when as setting before our eyes the
kingdom of Christ, as it doth now appear, we consider
what hath been? the estate and condition of the same
from the beginning. When we speak of the kingdom of
Christ, we must-respect two things; the doctrine of the
gospel, whereby Christ doth gather unto himself a church,
and whereby he governeth the same, being gathered to-
gether; secondly, the society of the godly, who being
coupled together by the sincere faith of the gospel, are truly
accounted the people of God. Both which things, how lively

! ¢« Tibi per manum meam,” to you by my hand.

1 « Ratio vjus et
natura,” the nature and method, omitted.
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they are expressed by Luke, in the Acts of the Apostles, it
is better to know by the reading of the whole book, than to
believe either my commendation, or the commendation of
any man else. For although the Son of God hath always
reigned, even from the first begiuning of the world, yet
after that, being vevealed in the flesh, he published his gos-
pel, he began then to erect a more famous tribunal-seat than
before, whence he doth now appear most plainly, and to be
alse most glorious. If we turn our eyes hither, they shall be
fed, not with a vain picture, (as Virgil saith of his Aneas,)
but with the sound knowledge of those things from which we
must fetch life. And to the end I may return unto that
whereof I determined to speak, this is the best refuge for
the conscience of men, where they may quietly rest amidst
these troublesome tempests wherewith the world is shaken.
Finally, this meditation alone shall bring to pass, that that
shall never befal us, which too too many experiments do
prove to have been truly spoken by Ennius in times past of
the more part of men, that wisdom is driven away so often as
the matter is handled by violence. For if, in the greatest and
most vehement heat of combats, the sweet harmony of in-
struments was of such force amongst the Lacedemonians,
that it did assuage that furiousness and fierceness which was
engendered in that warlike people, and did temper that vio-
lence which doth then out of measure rage in those natures
which are otherwise impatient, how much more shall the
kingdom of Christ do this by the heavenly pleasant tune of
the Holy Ghost, which doth not only tame most cruel beasts,
but maketh also lambs of wolves, lions, and bears; which
turneth spears into hooks, and swords into ploughshares ?
Therefore, seeing that, most noble prince, I offer unto you
such kind of temperature as the necessity of times requireth,
I hope that this duty of mine shall not be un.welcoqle to your
lighness; so that, indeed, you shall perceive this kind of
confirmation to be very profitable and fit to look into the
beginning of the Charch, as it is described of Luke, whercin
appeareth both wonderful power of God under the reproach
of the cross, and also most valiant patience of the servants
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of God, under the huge burden of troubles, and the success
itself incredible to the judgment of the world, bringeth
forth most plentiful fruit of both. DBut that I may omit
other things which you had better set [seek] out by reading
of Luke himself, I will touch one thing which is proper to
earthly princes, and the chief governors of kingdoms and
countries; to wit, that seeing that (the power of the wholc
world gainsaying, and all men which were then in authority
being armed to oppress the gospel) a few men, obscure, un-
armed, and contemptible, trusting only to the aid of the
truth and the Spirit, did labour so stoutly in spreading
abroad the faith of Christ, did refuse no pains nor danger,
did stand stoutly against all assaults, until at length they
got the victory; there remaineth no excuse for Christian
nobles, who are of any dignity, seeing God hath furnished
them with the sword to defend the kingdom of his Son, un-
less they be at least as constant and bold to take upon them
such an honourable office.

Furthermore, it is not my part to declare how faith-
fully and uprightly I have behaved myself in interpreting
this history. I hope, surely, my labour shall be fruitful to
all men. And as for you, most worthy prince, I must
again request and beseech you, that you do both privately
addict yourself wholly unto Christ his government, as you
have of late happily begun; and that you would also
become not only a faithful helper, but also a most stout
and valiant standard-bearer in furthering the kingdom of
Christ unto so many noble men, whom not only the re-
nown of their stock and lineage, but also the excellency of
their virtues, doth commend. God hath vouchsafed to be-
stow upon the realm of Polonia a singular privilege of ho-
nour, that the better part of the nobility, bidding adieu to
wicked superstitions, which are as many corruptions and pol-
lutions of the worship of God, should desire with one con-
sent a truec form of godliness, and a well framed and re-
formed order of the Church. It is well known that these
men were not a little aided by your authority. But there
remain more combats both for vou and also for them, tian
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that, like overworn' soldiers, you should give yourselves to
idleness and rest.

First, although no foreign enemy trouble you, you shall
have business enough to withstand those evils which are
at home with you. You have sufficiently tried with how
many sleights Satan is furnished, that he may work
some policy to overthrow that holy concord amongst breth-
ren, wherein consisteth the safety of the Church; that be-
falleth you which is common everywhere, for troublesome
men to thrust in themselves when things are out of order;
who, whilst they see a few, and those weaklings troubled by
a great multitude, and that they do with much ado defend
the truth, which is covered with the thick clouds of false
accusations, they do more easily come upon them unawares.’
And by this subtlety doth that chief worker of all deceit and
guile seek the ruin of the Church, not only by cutting,
mangling, and pulling in pieces the unity of the faith, but
by burdening the name of Christ with false envy; because
the companies of the godly, amongst whom these wicked
knaves mix themselves, seem to be certain receptacles and
sinks of all filthiness.

So, whilst that Stancarus, a man of a troublesome na-
ture, doth, through that ambition wherewith he is wholly
set on fire, spread abroad amongst you his dotings, here-
upon brake out that contention which threateneth some
scattering abroad; and you were laid open unto the slan-
ders of many, because it was thought that his sect did
epread itself farther. Behold, on the other side, a certain
physician, called George Blandrata, worse than Stancarus,
because his error is more detestable, and because he hath in
his mind more secret poison. For which cause these also
are the more worthy to be reproved, at whose hands the un-
godliness of Servetus hath found such favour of such a sudden.
For although I am persuaded that they are far from those
perverse and sacrilegious opinions, yet they should have taken
better heed, and not have suffered this fox craftily to creep

' « Emeriti,” diccharged veterans, 2 « Quasi per cuniculus,” as by
Lurrowing.
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into their company. Because such plagues will never be want-
ing, ncither will Satan ever cease to bring abroad into the
forefront such champions as have given over themselves to
serve him, that he may trouble the beginnings of the gospel,
it is for you to be continually in a readiness; and to the
end you may prevent greater evils, you must set down a
right and godly manner of government, which is the faith-
ful keeping of holy peace. For as it is manifest that purity
of doctrine is the soul of the Church, so we may full well
compare discipline unto the sinews, wherewith the body being
bound and knit together, doth maintain his [its] strength.
Now, on the other side, the ungodliness of other enemies
ought to sharpen your study (and earnestness,) I mean the
preachers of Antichrist of Rome, who, to the end they may
deceive the ignorant, do continually, with shrill voice, sound
out the name of the Church. There is no controversy
amongst us about the Church, but all grant that the au-
thority thereof ought to be reverenced of all the children of
God ; save only that they, under false colowr of honour, do
make the shadowish name of the Church subject to their
lusts ; we do so reverence the Church from our heart, that
we account 1t great wickedness to profane the sacred name
thereof. That I may omit other godly ministers of pure
and sound doctrine, I myself have again and again hereto-
fore in many places handled this question. When mention
is made of the Church, whose head is the Son of God, and
which he, who is the fountain of life eternal, doth always
quicken by his Spirit, how ridiculous a thing it is to bring
forth a body without a head, and, secondly, a dead carcase.
The hireling flatterers of the Pope do cry out that they
have the Church; but we can know by no means better,
whether this be true or no, than when we look unto the
head. As for that, it is manifest that it is cut off by their
sacrilegious violence. For how shall Christ retain the place
of the head, being despoiled of all his power, thrown down
from his government, deprived of his dignity ? Upon this
condition hath the heavenly Father made him the head of
the Church, that he may govern all men from the greatest
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to the least, by the doctrine of his gospel ; that he may be
the only priest to reconcile the Father continually, as he
hath once appeased his wrath by the sacrifice of his death;
that his death may continually purge our sins; that his
blood may be the only washing ; that his obedience may be
a perfect satisfaction; that he may be a (continual and) sole
intercessor, through whose means our prayers may be heard ;
that he may be a faithful defender and tutor, that he may,
by his aid, defend us; that (the vices of our flesh being
tamed) he may reform us unto righteousness and holiness ;
that he alone may begin and finish in us a blessed life.
If the Papists have left him any of these things, let them
have the Church on their side. But if the Pope, oppressing
men’s consciences with his fierce and more cruel tyranny,
have disannulled and taken away Christ his government ; if
he have brought in a form of government altogether con-
trary to the gospel ; if he have invented a new and strange
priesthood, that he may thrust in himself, being but a
mortal man, to be the mediator between God and the
world; if he have forged daily sacrifices, that he may put
them in Christ’s place; if he have invented a thousand satis-
factions for sins; if he have brought feigned washings from
the lake of hell, to make dry the blood of the Son of God ;
if he have put in his place infinite patrons; if he have torn
in a thousand pieces that righteousness which must be set
[sought] wholly from him ; if, instead of the Holy Ghost, he
Lave erected man’s free-will ; it is, without all question, that
the true Christ is banished far from Papistry. For this
cause have I said that the Papists make boast of a dead
carcase instead of the lively body of Christ, because, though
they have extinguished the doctrine of the gospel, (which
is the true soul of the Church, and which duly doth quicken
the same,) yet they do greatly boast of a shadowish and
trifling kind of Church.

‘We make it full well known how corrupt the purity of
doctrine is amongst them, yea, with what monstrous errors
it is polluted. They do not only cover all their corruptions
under the shadow of the Church, but also complain that we
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do great injury to the Church, becausc we say that the
same doth crr. DBut they should first have examined the
doctrine, that the Church might thereby be known. These
just and honest judges will have the feigned title of doctrine
to have sufficient force of prejudice to cover and suppress
the difference, and that not to deceive men. For with what
sleights and legerdemain would they assay to blear even
dazzling eyes in so great light? But because they account
this liberty of lying a part of their tyranny, they think they
reign not as they would, unless they reproachfully mock
miserable souls.

That we may set an example no farther, we have seen in
our times, sometimes the Tridentine Fathers, sometimes the
Fathers of Bononia, who, although they were even at daggers
drawing among themselves, yet did they foam out their vain
canons on both sides. And surely if men assent to their prin-
ciples, the triumph shall be prepared on both sides. There
sit there I cannot tell how many bishops and abbots, perad-
venture an hundred horned beasts. If the most fine flower
of all the nation should shine there, yet should it be nothing
else but a wicked conspiracy against God. And now after that
the Pope hath gathered together the bran and chips of his un-
clean and filthy rotten flock, shall the representative Church
suddenly appear there? And are they not yet ashamed
to call that an holy, general, and lawful Councih which
doth not deserve so much as to be called a vain and comical
visor of a Council? But as for us, to whom the promise is
made, that Antichrist, who sitteth in the temple of God,
shall be destroyed with the breath of the Lord’s mouth ; let
not us (I say) cease to refute this filthy and whorish impu-
dency, with that most sacred word which they so boldly
mock, that all men may see what difference there is between
the chaste spouse of Christ and the stinking whore of Be-
lial ; between the sanctuary of God and the brothel-house
of Satan ; between the spiritual house of the godly and the
stye of hogs; and, finally, between the true Church and the
court of Rome. There can no more certain or plain demon-
stration be brought concerning this matter either by Enuelid,
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cither yot by Archimedes, than if the Church, as Luke de-
scribeth it, be compared with the Popish synagogue. Neither
am I so strait that I would have that confused lump, being
altogether repugnant unto the order of nature and manner
of humanity, to be agrecable in all points to the rule of the
Apostles, which is angelical and heavenly. If they can
show any thing wherein they are like unto them,! they may
triumph for me ; but forasmuch as all things are contrary,
and although the more part of men become blind willingly,
at least wise, [still] seeing the whole heavens do allow? us,
we may not only contemn their brain-sick pride without any
fear, but also freely speak evil of the same.

In the mean season, we have no small consolation to sup-
port us, that howsoever the Papists do set against us with
stern countenance® the name and title of the Church, yet we
know that we fight only against the professed enemies of Christ.
We ought above all things to desire, that the most renown-
ed king, who, according to his wisdom, hath long ago spied
out the subtile sleights of the Romish court, commanding
those vain bulls to avoid,* wherein the council boasteth afar
off, may at length more freely apply his mind unto the ear-
nest and perfect restoring of the Church; yet ought no lin-
gering to keep you back, but every one of you must, with
might and main, endeavour to enlarge and spread abroad
those beginnings which are begun to arise so happily.

Farewell, most excellent lord and right renowned prince.
The Lord always govern you with his Spirit, amplify by
all means your dignity, and bless your godly enterprises
even unto the end.

At Geneva, the 1st of August, 1560.
1 ¢ Qibi affine,” bave an affinity with them. 2 « Plaudente,”

applauding. ) 3 # Superciliose,” superciliously, haughtily.
4 « Evanescere,” to vanish, disappear.



THE ARGUMENT

UPON

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

To the intent that all godly men may, with more dili-
gence, read this history, and also be more desirous thereof, it
shall not be without profit briefly to note what commodity
they shall reap thereby.

This is the chiefest praise that a profane history hath,
namely, that it is the mistress of life. If that narration
of famous deeds, which only teacheth men what they
ought to follow, or what they ought to eschew, in their
common actions, deserve such a title, of how great praise
are the divine histories worthy, which do not only frame
the outward life of man that he may win praise by virtue,
but also (which is more) which declare unto us that God,
from the beginning, hath had a special regard always of
his Church, (and faithful congregation,) that he hath been
always a most just revenger of all wrongs done unto those
that have betaken themselves unto his tuition, and have
committed themselves unto his custody; that he hath show-
ed himself favourable and merciful unto most miserable and
wretched sinners; and, lastly, by teaching us faith, raised
us high above the heavens. I say nothing of this, that
they do everywhere set forth the providence of God, that
they distinguish the true worship of God from the false,
and never err in the difference of vice and virtue; although
I omit now also those worthy praises which used most com-
monly to be attributed unto the sacred histories, intending
only shortly to touch those which are proper to this book
which we have taken in hand.

Those things which Luke setteth before ns in this place to

VOL. 1. C



XXvi THE ARGUMENT.

be learned are not only great, but also of rare profit; for, first,
in that he showeth that the Spirit of God was sent unto the
apostles, he doth not only prove that Christ was faithful (and
true) in keeping his promise made unto his apostles; but
also he certifieth us, that he is always mindful of his, and
a perpetual governor of his Church, because the Holy Spirit
did descend from heaven to this end; whereby we learn that
the distance of place doth no whit hinder Christ from being
present with those that be his at all times. Now, here is
most lively painted out the beginning of Christ’s kingdom,
and as it were the renewing of the world; for although the
Son of God had gathered together, by his preaching, a cer-
tain Church, before such time as he departed out of the
world, yet, nevertheless, that was the best form of the
Church which began then, when as the apostles, having new
power given them from above, began to preach that that
only Shepherd did both die and also rise again, that through
his conduct all those which were dispersed, far and wide,
(upon the face of the whole earth,) might be gathered unto
one sheepfold. Here is, therefore, set down both the begin-
ning and also the increasing of the Church of Christ after
his ascension, whereby he was declared to be King both of
heaven and earth.

Furthermore, therein appeareth, as well the marvellous
power of Christ, as the great force and efficacy of the
gospel itself; for in that Christ, by a sort of simple
souls, (and of no reputation amongst men,) being indued
also with no eloquence at all, hath subdued the whole
world so easily, by the only voice of the gospel, whereas,
notwithstanding Satan did resist him with so many lets, he
hath showed a most manifest token of his divine power and
might therein. And also, we see in the same the incre-
dible force of the gospel, thatit did not only come forth and
show itself, although the whole world did say nay, but also
with great glory and majesty, make all that which did seem
stubborn to be obedient unto Christ. Therefore, these few
and simple creatures did more prevail against the trouble-
some tumults of the world, with the base and simple sound
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of their mouth, than if God should openly have thrown
down lightnings' from heaven. And, on the other side, the
Spirit of God teacheth us, that the kingdom of Christ be-
ginneth never sooner to flourish, but by and by Satan op-
poseth himself most furiously against the same, and useth all
his engines either utterly to overthrow, or sore to shake the
same. Neither are we only taught, that Satan doth resist
Christ as an enemy, but also that the whole world doth
furiously rage together against him, that he may not reign
over them. Yea, furthermore, that is to be set down asa
thing most certain, that wicked men, whilst they do so rage
against the gospel, do both fight under Satan’s banner, and
are pricked forward by him into so blind fury. Hereupon
do arise so many uproars, so many plaguy conspiracies, so
many devilish endeavours of the reprobate to overthrow the
gospel, (and to hinder the free passage of the same,) which
Luke setteth down almost in every place.

Lastly, like as the apostles have indeed tried,? that the
doctrine of the gospel is a fire and a sword, so may we learn by
their experience that it will always come to pass, not only by
the obstinate malice of Satan, but also by the fatal stubborn-
ness of men, that the gospel shall suffer many conflicts, and
that thereby many tumults shall be raised. But, on the other
side, he declareth that the apostles, (with a stout stomach,)
with a lively courage and invincible violentness [force] of
mind, did, notwithstanding, execute the office which they
koew was enjoined them by God; and also, what innumerable
troubles they suffered with great perseverance, what weari-
someness they passed over, how patiently they sustained most
cruel persecution; and, lastly, how meekly they suffered re-
proach, sorrow, and calamity of all sorts. And we must
learn patience by such examples, seeing the Son of God hath
pronounced that the cross and tribulation shall always ac-
company his gospel; we must not pamper and cherish our-
selves with a vain hope, as though the state and condition of
the Church should be quiet (prosperous) and flourishing here

' “ Fulminasset,” have thundered, % « Experto sunt,” have ex.
Derienced,
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upon earth. Let us, therefore, address ourselves to suffer
the like things. And that is added as no small comfort for
us, that as God hath marvellously delivered his Church in
times past, being afflicted and oppressed so many ways, so
he will at this day be present with us also. For, surely,
seeing that in this book is declared how that God, by his
mighty hand and outstretched arm alone, doth continually
defend his Church, being amidst continual deaths: God
himself, by this means, setteth before our eyes his continual
providence in procuring the safety thereof.

Furthermore, here are set down certain sermons of the
apostles which intreat in such sort of the great mercies of God,
of the grace of Christ, of the hope of blessed immortality, of
the calling upon God, of repentance and the fear of God, and
also of other principal points of Christian doctrine, that we
need not seek the whole sum of godliness anywhere else.
But that I may now omit the declaration of sound and pure
doctrine,—if that be a thing most needful to be known,
namely, to understand how the Church of Christ first began;
how the apostles began to preach the gospel; what success
they had in the same; what cruel combats they suffered ;
how manfully they passed through so many lets and impe-
diments ; how courageously they triumphed overall the pride
of the world under the reproach of the cross; how wonder-
fully God was present with them : then must we highly
esteem of this book, which, unless it were extant, the know-
ledge of so great things should either be quite buried, or
greatly obscured, or wrapped in divers doubts. For we see
that Satan used all his engines, that he might so bring to
pass, that never any of the acts of the apostles might come
to light, but such only as were mixed with lies; to the end
he might bring into suspicion what thing soever was spoken
of them, and so by that means might pluck out of the minds
of the godly all the remembrance of that age. For he al-
ways raised up, either doting fools or crafty flouters,! that
they might spread abroad a sort of filthy fables under the

1 ¢« Subsannatores,” scoffers.
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names of other men; the blockishness whereof did much
discredit even the true histories. }

So in those books of Peter and Paul, which are feigned
to be of Linus his doing, are contained such a sort of
stinking trifles, that they cause the wicked to laugh at
them, and the godly to loathe them. So that feigned
disputation of Peter with Simon Magus is so ridiculous, that
it doth discredit the name of a Christian. The same
opinion must we have of all that mingle-mangle' which is
set before the Recognitions and Councils of Clement, and
recited of Gratianus in his Fragments. They beguile the
unskilful under colour of ancient names; the wicked boast
of those as of oracles, no less boldly than impudently, when
as, indeed, they are filthy toys. Satan did use such liberty
to lie, that we might have no certain thing left us after
Christ’s ascension. So that unless this work? of Luke were
extant, it might seem that Christ being taken up into
heaven, left no fruit of his death or resurrection upon earth.
For all should have vanished away with his body. We
should not know that Christ was so received into his celes-
tial glory, that, nevertheless, he beareth rule in all the world;
we should not know that the gospel was published by the
apostles, and so came from them unto us, though by the
means of others;® we should not know that they were in-
spired by the Holy Ghost, lest they should teach anything
but that which was divine, to the end our faith might be
grounded only upon the infallible verity of God. Last of
all, we should not know that that prophecy of KEsaias was
fulfilled, wherein he foretold that the law should come out of
Sion, and the Word of the Lord out of Jerusalem.

Seeing this book proceeding, no doubt, from the Spirit of
God, taketh from us all doubting of these things, we must
count the same as a great treasure, as 1 have said before not
without cause, and now again confirm the same.

R ! « Farragine,” farrago. ? ¢ Monumentum," monument, memoir.
‘ Per varias manus,” through various hands.



COMMENTARY

UPON

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

CHAPTER I

1. The former speech truly have we had, O Theophilus, of all
things which Jesus began to do and teach,

2. Even until that day, wherein, after he had given commandment
by the Holy Ghost to the apostles, which he had chosen, ke
was taken up.

THAT he may pass over unto those things which followed
the ascension of Christ, he briefly gathereth the sum of all
those which before he had handled in the former book, that
he may annex this thereunto. And he briefly setteth down
this description of the history of the gospel, that it is a nar-
ration of those things which Christ did and said so long as
he was conversant upon earth. Furthermore, whereas they
interpret this commonly, that there was first in Christ purity
of life, before such time as he began to preach, 1t maketh
nothing unto Luke’s mind. Truth it is, that the manners of
a good and godly teacher ought so to be framed, that he speak
first with his life, then with his tongue, otherwise he shounld
differ nothing from a stage-player. But Luke hath respect
rather unto that which he had said about the end of his gos-
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pel, (Luke xxiv. 19,) namely, that Christ was a prophet mighty
in deed and word, that is, such a one as did excel no less in
deeds than in words; although there be but small difference
betwixt these two places. For the mightiness of works which
is commended there doth belong unto his miracles, but this,
to do, doth reach further in my opinion, namely, that under
the same are comprehended all the famous acts which were
proper unto his ministry, wherein his death and resurrection
are the chiefest. For the officc of the Messias did not only
consist in doctrine, but it was also behoveful that he should
make peace between God and man, that he should be a Re-
deemer of the people, a restorer of the kingdom, and an
author of everlasting felicity. All these things, I say, as
they were promised of the Messias, so were they looked for
at his hands.

Now we see that the sum of the gospel consisteth of these
two parts, namely, of the doctrine of Christ, and of his acts;
forasmuch as he did not only bring unto men that ambassage
which was given him in charge of his Father, but also per-
formed all things that could be required of the Messias. He
began his kingdom, he pacified God with his sacrifice, he
purged man’s sins with his own precious blood, he subdued
death and the devil, he restored us unto true liberty, he pur-
chased righteousness and life for us. And to the end that
whatsoever he either did or said might be certain, he proved
himself by miracles to be the Son of God. So that this
word, to do, 1s extended unto his miracles also; but it must
not be restrained only unto the same. Here must we note,
that those which have only the bare knowledge of the his-
tory have not the gospel; unless the knowledge of the doc-
trine which maketh manifest the fruits of the acts of Christ
be adjoined thereunto. For this is a holy knot which no
man may dissolve. Therefore, whensoever mention is made
of the doctrine of Christ, let us learn to adjoin thereunto his
works, as seals whereby the truth thereof is established and
confirmed, and the effect declared. Furthermore, that we
may reap commodity by his death and resurrection, and also
that miracles may have their usc, we must always have re-
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spect unto him that speaketh. For this is the true rule of
Christianity.

1. Of all things which he began. I do not greatly mislike
the interpretation which some give of this place, that Luke
said rather of all than all; because it is possible in some
measure to Intreat of the works and doctrine of Christ,
but to set down the whole course, that the narration may be
perfect, were a matter of great' weight. Like as John doth
declare, that the world could not contain the books, (John
xxi. 25.) That is also to be noted that Luke saith, that he
began his history at the beginning of the works of Christ.
But so soon as he hath declared the nativity of Christ, he
passeth over unto the twelfth year of his age, (Luke ii. 42 ;)
and after he had briefly spoken of his disputation had in the
temple with the doctors, passing over eighteen years with-
out speaking any thing of them, he entereth [on] the just
narration of the works of Christ. It is, therefore, manifest -
that those works and sayings only which make any thing
unto the sum of our salvation are noted in this place. For,
after that Christ came abroad into the world clothed with
our flesh, he lived privately at home until he was thirty
years of age, at which time his Father put upon him an-
other manner of person. God would have him to lead the
former part of his life obscurely, to this end, that the know-
ledge of these things might be more excellent which do edify
our faith.

The former speech. It seemed good to me to translate
this on this wise, because Aoyor wosesofcs is the same with the
Grecians, which verba facere, or to speak, is with the Latins,
as Budaus doth note. And we must understand the contra-
riety of the second part, which he taketh in hand, that we
may know that the evangelist determined with himself
afresh to write, having new matter whereupon to write.

2. Even until that day. Therefore, the ascension of Christ

1« Nimiee,” too great.
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is the end of the history of the gospel. For he hath ascend-
ed, saith Paul, that he might fulfil all things, (Ephes. iv. 10.)
Our faith gathereth other fruit thereby ; but it shall be suf-
ficient to note in this place, that our redemption was fully
complete and finished then when Christ did ascend unto
his Father; and, therefore, that Luke did fully perform his
duty in this narration, as touching the doctrine and works
of Christ. And he is said to be taken up, that we may
know that he is truly departed out of this world, lest we
should consent unto their dotings who think that in his as-
cension there was no alteration of place made.
Commandment by the Holy Ghost. Luke showeth in these
words, that Christ did not so depart out of the world that
he did no longer care for us; for in that he hath ordained a
perpetual government in his Church, he thereby declareth
that he had a care to provide for our salvation; yea, he hath
promised that he will be present with his to the end, (Matth.
xxviil. 20,) like as, indeed, he is always present by his mi-
pisters. Luke, therefore, doth show unto us, that Christ did
no sooner depart hence, but straightway he provided for the
government of his Church; whence we may gather that he
is careful for our salvation, And this his providence hath
Paul plainly noted in the place lately cited, when he saith,
That he hath fulfilled all things, making some apostles, some
evangelists, some pastors, &c. But these commandments,
which the evangelist saith Christ gave unto his disciples,
do I interpret of the preaching of the gospel; like as am-
bassadors use to be instructed with certain precepts before
they go of their ambassage, lest they should rashly attempt
any thing contrary to his will and mind that sendeth them.
And all this is spoken in commendation of that doctrine
which the apostles taught. The which that it may appear
more manifestly, every thing is to be marked in order as it
lieth. First of all, he saith they were elect and chosen of
Christ, that we may be certain of their calling unto that
function. Neither doth he in this place set God’s election
against man’s merits, but only affirmeth that they were
raised up by God, and that they did not rashly take upon
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them this function. That is true, indeed, that they were
freely chosen but now have we to inquire what is Luke’s
drift in this place. I say that he hath respect unto nothing
else, but that we may be certain of the calling of the
apostles, that we may learn not to have respect unto men,
but unto the Son of God, the author thereof, because this
must always be a maxim in the Church, that no man usurp
any honour. Secondly, he saith, that they were instructed
of Christ what they should do. As if he should say, that
they uttered not their own inventions, but they delivered
that sincerely and faithfully which was enjoined them by
their heavenly Master. And to the end that that which
Christ taught them might be the more reverenced, he add-
eth this, that this was done by the direction of the Holy
Ghost. Not because the Son of God had any need to be
guided by any other, who is eternal wisdom, but because he
was also man, lest any man should think that he did deliver
those things unto his disciples which he delivered by man’s
wit and reason, he calleth us back expressly unto the divine
authority. Like as the Lord himself doth so often affirm,
that he taught nothing but that which he had received of his
Father; and therefore he saith, that his doctrine was not his
own. Therefore, he signifieth that in the preaching of the
gospel there is nothing which issueth from man’s brain, but
that it is the divine ordinance of the Spirit, whereunto the
whole world must be subject.

3. To whom also he showed himself alive, after that he had suf-
Jered, in many proofs, while that he is seen of them by the
space of forty days, and he intreateth of the kingdom of
God.

4. And when ke had gathered them together, he commanded them
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but that they
should wait for the promise of the Father ; whereof, saitk
ke, ye have heard of me :

5. Because John truly baptized with water ; but you shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost, after a few days.

3. Unto whom, &c. He addeth this, that he might make the
resurrection to be believed, as a thing most necessary to le
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known, and without the which the whole gospel falleth flat
to the ground, neither remaineth there any more faith, And
that I may omit to speak of other discommodities that come
by being ignorant of the resurrection of Christ, the gospel
loseth his whole authority, unless we know and be also fully
persuaded that Christ being alive, speaketh unto us from the
heavens. 'Whereunto Luke hath chiefest respect in this
place. Therefore, that the truth hereof might not be called
in question, he saith that it was proved by many signs and
tokens. Those which Erasmus, following an old interpreter,
doth call arguments, I have translated proofs. I'or Anstotle
doth call that ssxumgor, in the first book of his Rhetorics,
which is necessary in signs. This is, therefore, that which
I said before, that Christ did make manifest his resurrection
unto his apostles by evident tokens, which did serve instead
of necessary proofs, lest they should doubt of the same.
Furthermore, he doth not reckon up those tokens and signs,
saving only that he saith, that Christ did appear unto them
about the space of a month and one-half oftentimes. If he
had but once appeared unto them, it might have been some-
what suspicious, but in showing himself so often unto them,
he dissolveth all doubts which might arise in their minds,
and by this means, also, he putteth away the reproach of
the ignorance which he said was in the apostles, lest it dis-
credit their preaching.

He intreateth of the kingdom of God. He telleth us again
that the apostles themselves were well taught' before such
time as they took upon them to teach others; therefore,
whatsoever things they uttered and brought to light, either by
word or by writing, touching the kingdom of God, they are
those speeches which Christ himself uttered. And hereby
doth he briefly set down the end of the doctrine of the gos-
pel; namely, that God may reign in us. Regeneration is
the beginning of this kingdom, and the end thereof is bless-
ed immortality ; the middle proceedings are in a more ampl.e
going forward and increase of regeneration. DBut that this

«1 Ab unico magistro,” by the only master, omitted.
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thing may appear more evidently, we must first note, that
we are born, and that we live aliens and strangers from the
kingdom of God, until such time as God doth fashion us
again unto a new life. Therefore, we may properly set the
world, the flesh, and whatsoever is in man’s nature against
the kingdom of God, as contrary to it. For the natural man
is wholly occupied about the things of this world, and he
geeketh felicity here ;! in the mean season, we are as it were
banished from God, and he likewise from us; but Christ, by
the preaching of the gospel, doth lift us up unto the me-
ditation of the life to come. And to the end he may
the better bring this to pass, he reformeth all our earthly
affections, and so having stript us out of the vices of
our flesh, he separateth us from the world. And, like as
eternal death is prepared for all those which live after the
flesh, so in as much as the inward man is renewed in us,
that we may go forward in the spiritual life, we draw nearer
unto the perfection of the kingdom of God; which is the
society of the glory of God. Therefore, God will reign in
and amongst us now, that he may at length make us par-
takers of his kingdom. Hereby we gather that Christ did
principally intreat of the corruption of mankind; of the
tyranny of sin, whose bond-slaves we are ; of the curse and
guiltiness of eternal death, whereunto we all are subject, and
also of the means to obtain salvation; of the remission of
sing; of the denying of the flesh; of spiritual righteousness ;
of hope of eternal life, and of like such things. And if we
will be rightly instructed in Christianity, we must apply our
studies to these things.

4. Gathering them together, he commanded, &§c. They had
before done the duty of Apostles; but that lasted but a while;
and, secondly, so far forth that they might with their preach-
ing awake the Jews to hear their Master. And so that
commandment to teach, which Christ had given them,
(Matth. x. 7,) whilst he lived with them upon earth, was,
as it were, a certain entrance into their apostleship which

! ¢ Lt ultimum bonum,” and it is his final good, omitted.
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was to come, for which they were not yet ripe. Therefore,
their ordinary function was not laid upon them, until such
time as Christ was risen again; but they stirred up their
nation (as I have said) like criers, that they might give
ear to Christ. And then at length, after the resurrection,
they were made Apostles, to publish abroad throughout the
whole world that doctrine which was committed to them.
And whereas after they were made Apostles, Christ com-
mandeth them as yet to abstain from their office, that is
done not without just cause; yea, many causes may be al-
leged why it should be so. That filthy forsaking of their
Master was yet fresh; many notes and tokens of unbelief
were yet fresh. Whereas, they had been so thoroughly taught,
and had so suddenly forgotten all, they showed a manifest
token of their great dulness of wit. Neither were they free
from sluggishness, which could not otherwise fitly be purged,
than by deferring the promised grace, that he might the
more sharpen their desire. DBut this cause is chiefly to
be noted, that the Lord did appoint a certain time for the
sending of the Spirit, that the miracle might be the more
apparent. Again, he suffered them to rest a while, that he
might the better set forth the greatness of that business
which he was about to commit unto them. And thereby
is the truth of the gospel confirmed, because the Apostles
were forbidden to address themselves to preach the same,
until they should be well prepared in succession of time.
And they were commanded to stay together, because they
should all have one spirit given them. If they had been
dispersed, the unity should not have been so well known.
Though they were scattered abroad afterwards in divers
places, yet because they brought that which they had from
one and the same fountain, it was all one, as if they always
had had all one mouth. Furthermore, it was expedient that
they should begin to preach the gospel at Jerusalem, that
the prophecy might be fulfilled, « There shall a law go out
of Zion, and the word of the Lord out of Jerusalem,” (Isa.
ii. 3.) Although the participle ovaridoueros may be diversely
translated, vet Erasmus his translation did please me best,
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because the signification of gathering together will agree better
with the text, [context.]

They should wait for the promise. 1t was meet that these
should be accustomed to obey first, who should shortly after
lay Christ’s yoke upon the neck of the world. And surely
they have taught us by their example, that we must work and
rest at the Lord's pleasure alone. For if, during our life,
we go on warfare under his banner and conduet, surely he
ought to have no less authority over us than any earthly
captain hath in his army. Therefore, as warlike discipline
requireth this, that no man wage unless he be commanded
by the captain, so it is not lawful for us cither to go out, or
to attempt any thing, until the Lord give the watchword ;
and so soon as he bloweth the retreat, we must stay, [halt.]
Moreover, we are taught that we are made partakers of the
gifts of God through hope. But we must mark the nature
of hope as it is described in this place. For that is not
hope which every man feigneth to himself unadvisedly, but
that which is grounded on the promise of God. Therefore
Christ doth not suffer his apostles to look for whatsoever
they will, but he addeth expressly the promise of the
Father. Furthermore, he maketh himself a witness thereof;
because we ought to be so sure and certain, that although all
the engines of hell gainstand us, yet this may remain surely
fixed in our minds, that we have believed God. I know,
saith Paul, whom I have believed, (2 Tim. i. 12.) And
here he putteth them in mind of those things which are
written in John xiv. 15, 16, “1 will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may continue
with you; I say the Spirit of truth,” &c. Again, “I have
spoken these things unto you while I am with you.” ¢ And
the Spirit, whom my Father shall send in my name, shall
teach you all things,” (John xiv. 25, 26,) &c. And again,
“When the Spirit of truth shall come, whom I will send from
my Father, he shall bear witness of me,” (John xv. 26.) And
again, “ If I shall go hence, I will send you the Comforter,
who shall reprove the world,” (John xvi. 7.) And he had
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sald long before, “ He which believeth in me, out of his
belly shall flow rivers of living water,” (John vii. 38.)

5. Because John truly. Christ repeateth this unto his
apostles out of John’s own words. For some part of them
had heard that at John’s mouth, which the Evangelists re-
port, “I truly baptize you with water, but he that cometh
after me shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with
fire.” Now Christ pronounceth that they shall well perceive
that that is true indeed which he said. Furthermore, this
serveth greatly to confirm the sentence next going before,
for it is an argument drawn from the office of Christ. And
that thus : John was sent to baptize with water, he fulfilled his
function as it became the servant of God. The Son of God is
sent to baptize with the Holy Ghost ; it remained, therefore,
that he do his duty. Neither can it be otherwise but he
must do that which his Father hath commanded him to do,
and for which also he came down into the earth. But it
seemeth a very absurd thing to restrain that unto the
visible sending of the Holy Ghost, which was spoken uni-
versally of regeneration.! I answer, that Christ did not
then only baptize with the Holy Ghost, when as he sent
him under the form of fiery tongues; for he had baptized
his apostles before this; and he baptizeth all the elect thus
daily. But because the sending of the Holy Ghost after so
glorious a sort was a token of the hidden grace wherewith
he doth daily inspire his elect, he doth fitly apply there-
unto the testimony of John. And truly this was as though
it had been the common baptism of the Church. For be-
sides that the apostles did not receive the Spirit for them-
selves only, but for the use of all the faithful, there was
also declared the universal favour of Christ towards his
Church, while that he poured out thereupon the gifts of his
Spirit in great abundance.

! « Geperaliter de gratia regenerationis,” generally of the grace of re-
generation. .
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Although, therefore, he doth daily baptize the elect of
his Father, yet was this no let why he might not show forth
this token to be remembered above all others, that the
apostles might know that they were only entered by John;
and that not in vain, seeing their perfection was hard at
hand. And that is frivolous which some gather out of this
place most commonly,' namely, that the baptism of John
and the baptism of Christ were diverse. For here doth not
he dispute in this place of baptism, but maketh only a com-
parison betwixt the person of John and the person of
Christ. When as John did say that he did baptize with
water only, he did not reason of what sort his baptism was;
but what he himself was; lest he should arrogate that unto
himself which was proper to Christ. As also, the ministers
in these days ought not to speak otherwise of themselves;
but they must acknowledge Christ to be the author of all
those things which they do. prefigure in the outward bap-
tism, and leave nothing to themselves save only the out-
ward administration. For when as these titles are at-
tributed unto baptism, namely, that it is the laver of
regeneration, (Titus iii. 5,) a washing away of sins, the
fellowship of death, and burying with Christ, (Rom. vi. 4,)
and a grafting into the body of Christ, it is not declared what
man, being the minister of the outward sign, doth; but
rather what Christ doth, who only giveth force and efficacy
unto the signs. We must always hold fast this distinction,
lest, whilst we deck man too much, we take from Christ.?

But here may a question be moved, why he doth rather
name John here than any other; first, It is manifest enough
that John did profess himself to be the minister of the out-
ward sign, namely, of water, and that Christ was the author
of the spiritual baptism ; secondly, Because it was meet that
Johu should decrease and Christ increase ; and, thirdly, Be-
cause the apostles did so much esteem of John, (John iii. 30,)
it might have been that thereby the glory of Christ might have

' *“Ex hoc loco et similibus vulgo colligunt,” cammanly gather out of

this and similar passages. 3 « Christum spoliemus,” we rob
Christ.
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been obscured. Thercfore, Christ, to the end he might re-
claim them to himself, telleth them that John did only mi-
nister unto them the external baptism ; notwithstanding, he
confirmeth them also, lest they should doubt of the promise ;
for they did attribute very much unto John, and therefore
were they persuaded that the baptism which they had re-
ceived by him was not in vain. Now, if that the verity
and force thereof must be looked for at Christ’s hands,
then ought the apostles to hope that that shall surely be ful-
filled which John prefigured.

So must we, in like manner, think that we are not in vain
baptized with water by men, because Christ, who command-
ed the same to be done, will fulfil his office, and baptize us
with the Spirit. So faith draweth a consequent from the
outward sign unto the inward effect; yet doth it not attri-
bute any more than is meet, either to the sign or to the mini-
ster thereof, because in the sign it only looketh unto the
promise, which is Christ’s, and doth acknowledge him to be
the only author of grace. Let us, therefore, use such a mean
that we do in no part diminish Christ’s honour ; and yet, ne-
vertheless, let us hope for that fruit by our baptism which is
noted in this place. By assigning so short a time our Saviour
maketh them more joyful to hope well. Whereupon it follow-
eth, that that death was not to be lamented which brought
with it presently so precious fruit. And let us note this also,
that this word baptism is used improperly in this place, that
the contrariety may be full. After the same sort, Paul, in his
Epistle unto the Romans, (Rom. iii. 26,) after he hath set
down the law of works, to the end that the contrary may an-
gwer on the other side, he useth the law of faith for faith itself.

6. And when they were gathered together, they asked him, say-
ing, Lord, dost thou at this time restove the kingdom un-
to Israel?

7. And ke said unto them, It is not for you to know the times and
the seasons, which the Father hath placed in his own power,

8 But you shall receive power when as the Spirit shall come up-
on you : and you shall be witnesses unto me, as well at Je-
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rusalem as in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the
Sarthest part of the earth.

6. He showeth that the apostles were gathered together
when as this question was moved, that we may know that it
camne not of the foolishness of one or two that it was moved,
but it was moved by the common consent of them all; but
marvellous is their rudeness, that when as they had been
diligently instructed by the space of three whole years, they
betray no less ignorance than if they had heard never a
word. There are as many errors in this question as words.
They ask him as concerning a kingdom; but they dream of
an earthly kingdom, which should flow with riches, with
dainties, with external peace, and with such like good things;
and while they assign the present time to the restoring of
the same, they desire to triumph before the battle ; for be-
fore such time as they begin to work they will have their
wages. They are also greatly deceived herein, in that they
restrain Christ's kingdom unto the carnal Israel, which
was to be spread abroad, even unto the uttermost parts of
the world. Furthermore, there is this fault in all their whole
question, namely, that they desire to know those things which
are not meet for them to know. No doubt, they were not ig-
norant what the prophets did prophesy concerning the rc-
storing of David’s kingdom, they had oftentimes heard their
Master preach concerning this matter. Lastly, It was a say-
Ing common in every man's mouth, that, in the most miser-
able captivity of the people, they should all be comforted,
with the expectation of the kingdom that should be. Now,
they hoped for the restoring hereof at the coming of the
Messias, and hereupon was it that so soon as the apostles
saw their Master Christ risen from the dead, they straight-
way began to think thereupon; but, in the meantime, they
declared thereby how bad scholars they were under so good
a Master. Therefore doth Christ briefly comprehend! in this
short answer all the errors whereinto they fell in this their

I« Perstringit,” reprimand.
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question, as I shall straightway declare. To restore, in this
place, doth signify to set up again that which was fallen,
and through many ruins grown out of fashion ; for out of the
dry stock of Isai [Jesse] should spring a Branch, and the
tabernacle of David, which was laid waste,' should be erect-
ed and set on foot again.

7. It is not for you to know, §c. This is a general repre-
hension of the whole question. For it was too curious for
them to desire to know that whereof their Master would
have them ignorant; but this is the true means to become
wise, namely, to go as far forward in learning as our Master
Christ goeth in teaching, and willingly to be ignorant of
those things which he doth conceal from us. But forasmuch
as there is naturally engendered in us a ¢ertain foolish and
vain curiosity, and also a certain rash kind of boldress, we
must diligently observe this admonition of Christ, whereby
he correcteth both these vices. But to the end we may know
what liis meaning is hereby, we must mark the two members
which he joineth together. “It is not for you” (saith he) “to
know those things which the Father hath placed in his 6wn
power.” He speaketh, indeed, of the times and séasons; but
seeing there is the like reason in other things, wé must think
this to be a universal precept, That being contented with
the revelation of God, we think it an heinous crime to in-
quire any farther. This is the true mean between the two
extremes. The Papists, that they may have somewhat
wherewith to cloak their gross ignorance, say for themselves,
that they omit the hidden mysteries of God, as though our
whole faith and religion did cousist upon any thing else
than upon the hidden mysteries of God; then may we take
our leave of Christ and his gospel, if we must abstain utterly
from the hidden mysteries of God. But we must keep, as |
sald before, a mean herein: for we must be desirous to learn
g0 far as our heavenly Master doth teach us; but as for such
things as he will have us ignorant of, let none be so bold as

1 4 Misere dissipatum,” miserably laid wagte,
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to inquire after them, that we may be wise with sobriety.
Therefore, so often as we are vexed with this foolish desire
of knowing more than we ought, let us call to mind this say-
ing of Christ, “It is not for you to know.” For unless we
will burst in against his will and commandment, this shall
have force and strength enough to restrain the outrageous-
ness of our wits. .

Now, as touching the foreknowledge of times, Christ con-
demneth only _the searching out thereof which reacheth
beyond the measure of God’s revelation; and that is to be
noted out of the second member, as before I have said,
“ which the Father hath placed in his own power.” Truth it
is, that God hath in his own, power winter and summer, and
the rest of the seasons of the year, cold and heat, fair wea-
ther and foul. .But because he hath testified that the course
of the years shall be perpetual, (Gen. i. 41,) he is said not
to have placed that in his own. power which he hath re-
vealed unto men. What thing soever the philosophers or
husbandmen do comprehend or understand by art, by learn-
ing, by judgment, or experience, all that doth God not re-
tain unto himself, because he hath after a certain sort reveal-
ed it unto. them, (Gen. viil. 22.) The same opinion must
we have of the prophets; for it was their office to know
those, things which. God did reveal. But we must be igno-
rant of the secret events of things, as touching the time to
come ; for there is nothing which may make us more slack
in doing our duties, than too careful an inquisition herein,
for we will always take counsel according to the future
event of things; but the Lord, by hiding the same from us,
doth prescribe unto us what we ought to do. Here ariseth
a conflict, because we will not willingly suffer God to have
that which is his own, namely, the sole government and di-
rection of things which are to come; but we cast ourselves
into a strange and inordinate carefulness. To conclude,
Christ forbiddeth us to apply those things unto ourselves,
which God doth challenge as proper to himself alone. Of
this sort is the foreknowledge of those things which God hath
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taken to himself to govern and direct, according to his own
pleasure, far contrary to our opinion, and otherwise than we
could invent.’

8. You shall receive power. QOur Saviour Christ doth here
call them back as well unto the promise of God as also un-
to his commandment, which was the readiest way to bridle
their curiosity. Curiosity doth rise almost always either of
idleness or else of distrust; distrust is cured by meditating
upon the promises of God. And his commandments do tell
us how we ought to occupy ourselves and employ our studies.
Therefore, he commandeth his disciples to wait for the pro-
mise of God, and to be diligent in executing their office
whereunto God had called them. And in the mean season
he noteth? their great hastiness, in that they did preposter-
ously catch at those gifts which were proper unto the Holy
Spirit, when as they were not as yet endued with the same.
Neither did they take the right way herein, in that being
called to go on warfare, they desire (omitting their labour)
to take their ease in their inn.® Therefore, when he saith,
you shall receive power, he admonisheth them of their imbe-
cility, lest they follow before the time those things where-
unto they cannot attain. It may be read very well either
way, You shall receive the power of the Spirit; or, The
Spirit coming upon you; yet the latter way seemeth to be
the better, because it doth more fully declare their defect
and want, until such time as the Spirit should come upon
them.

You shall be my witnesses. He correcteth two errors of
theirs in this one sentence. For, first, he showeth that they
must fight before they can triumph ; and, secondly, that the
nature of Christ's kingdom was of another sort than they
judged it to have been. Therefore, saith he, You shall be
my witnesses ; that is, the husbandman must first work be-
fore he can reap his fruits. Ience may we learn that we

1 « Supra ingenii nostri captum,” beyond the reach of our minds.
* « Perstringit,” reprimandeth. 3 « Molliter quiescere,” to take soft
repose.



CLIAP. L ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 47

must first study how we may come unto the kingdom of
God, before we begin to dispute! about the state of the life
to come. Many there be which do curiously inquire what
manner [of ] blessedness that shall be which they shall enjoy
after they shall be received into the everlasting kingdom of
heaven, not having any care how they may come to enjoy
the same.? They reason concerning the quality of the life
to come, which they shall have with Christ ; but they never
think that they must be partakers of his death, that they may
live together with him, (2 Tim. ii. 11.) Let every man,
therefore, apply himself in his work which he hath in hand;
let us fight stoutly under Christ’s banner ; let us go forward
manfully and courageously® in our vocation, and God will
give fruit in due time (and tide.) There followeth another
correction, when he saith, that they must be his witnesses.
For hereby he meant to drive out of his disciples’ minds
that fond and false imagination which they had conceived
of the terrestrial kingdom, because he showeth unto them
briefly, that his kingdom consisteth in the preaching of the
gospel. There was no cause, therefore, why they should
dream of riches,* of external principality, or any other earthly
thing, whilst they heard that Christ did then reign when
as he subdueth unto himself (all the whole) world by the
preaching of the gospel. Whereupon it followeth that he
doth reign spiritually, and not after any worldly manner.
And that which the apostles had conceived of the carnal
kingdom proceeded from the common error of their nation;
neither was it marvel if they were deceived herein.® For
when we measure the same with our understanding, what
else can we conceive but that which is gross and terrestrial ?
Hereupon it cometh, that, like brute beasts, we only desire
that which is commodious for our flesh, and therefore we ra-
ther catch that which is present. Wherefore, we see that

! « Subtiliter philosophemur,” we subtilely phllosophxze T« Atqui
in primis renunciandum erat mundo,” but they ought, in the first instance,
to renounce the world, omitted, 3 ¢ Indefessis animis,” with un-
Wwearied minds, indefatigably. 1 ¢ Delicias,” dainties. * + Hac

in parte omnes fuisse hal]ucmatos " that they all laboured under this hal-
lucination.
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those which held opinion, that Christ should reign as a king
in this world a thousand years' fell into the like folly. IIere-
upon, also, they applied all such prophecies as did describe
the kingdom of Christ figuratively by the similitude of
earthly kingdoms unto the commodity of their flesh ; where-
as, notwithstanding, it was God’s purpose to lift up their
minds higher. As for us, let us learn to apply our minds to
hear the gospel preached, lest we be entangled in like er-
rors, which prepareth a place in our hearts for the kingdom
of Christ.?

In all Judea. Here he showeth, first, that they must not
work for the space of one day only, while that he assigneth
the whole world unto them, in which they must publish the
doctrine of the gospel. Furthermore, he refuteth® the opi-
nion which they had conceived of Israel. They supposed
those to be Israelites only which were of the seed of Abra-
ham according to the flesh. Christ testifieth that they must
gather thereunto all Samaria; which, although they were
nigh in situation, yet were they far distant in mind and heart.
He showeth that all other regions far distant, and also pro-
fane, must be united unto the holy people, that they may be
all partakers of one and the same grace. "It is evident (John
iv. 9) how greatly the Jews did detest the Samaritans. Christ
commanded that (the wall of separation being broken down)
they be both made one body, (Eph. ii. 14,) that his kingdom
may be erected everywhere. By naming Judea and Jerusa-
lem, which the apostles had tried* to be full of most deadly
enemies, he foretelleth them of the great bueiness -and
trouble which was prepared for them, that he may cause
them to cease to think upon this triumph which they hoped
to have been so nigh at hand.® Neither could they be-a

little afraid to come before so cruel enemies, more to inflame

! « Chiliastas,” the Chiliasts. 2 Transpose thus : As for us,
lest we be entangled in like errors, let us-learn to apply our minds to hear
the gospel preached, (a preached gospel,) which prepareth a place in our
heart for the kingdom of Christ. 3 ¢ Oblique refutat,” indirectly
refuteth. 4 ++ Experti sunt,” experienced. o« Ut de
propinquo triumpho cogitare desinant,” that they may cease to think of a
aear triumph.
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their rage and fury. 'And here we see how he giveth the
former place unto the Jews, because they are, as it were, the
first-begotten, (Exod. iv. 22.) Notwithstanding, he calleth
those Gentiles one with another, which were before strangers
from the hope of salvatien, (Eph. ii. 11.) Hereby we learn,
that the gospel was preached -everywhere by the manifest
commandment of Christ, that it. might also come unto us.

9. And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, ke
was taken up on high, and.a cloud received kim out of their
sight.

10. And while they looked up stedfastly into heaven, as he went,
behold, two men stood by them in white apparel,

11. Whick also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
up into heaven ? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you
into heaven, shall so come as you have seen him go into
heaven.

9. The readers may learn out of our Institutions what
profit we reap by the ascension of Christ. Notwithstanding,
because it is one -of the chiefest points of our faith, therefore
doth ‘Luke . endeavour more diligently to prove the same;
yea, rather, the Liord himself meant to put the same out of
all doubt, when as he hath ascended- so manifestly, and hath
confirmed the certainty of the same by other circumstances.
For, if so be it he had vanished away secretly, then might
the disciples have doubted what was become of him;' but
now, sith that they, being in so plain-a place,? saw him taken
up with whom they had been conversant, whom also they

“heard speak- even now, whom they beheld with their eyes,
whom also they see taken out of their sight by a cloud, there
I3 no cause why they should doubt whither he was gone.
Furthermore, the angels are there also to bear witness of the
same. And it was needful that the history should have
been set down so diligently for our cause, that we may know

! ¢ Hasissent attoniti,” might have stood astonished. 3 ¢ Quam in
edito et undique experto ac patente loco et:aonstituti,” when they were

sltunding on an elevated spot, open on all sides, with nothing to interrupt
the view.
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assuredly, that although the Son of God appear nowhere
upon earth, yet doth he live in the heavens. And this
seemeth to be the reason why the cloud did overshadow him,
before such time as he did enter into his celestial glory;
that his disciples being content with their measure! might
cease to inquire any further. And we are taught by them
that our mind is not able to ascend so high as to take a full
view of the glory of Christ; therefore, let this cloud be a
mean to restrain our boldness, as was the smoke which was
continually before the door of the tabernacle in the time of
the law.

10. Two men. He calleth them so by reason of their
form. For although it might be that they had the bo-
dies of men in deed, concerning which thing I will not
greatly stand in defence of either part, yet certain it is
they were not men ; but because this metonymia is com-
monly used in the Scriptures, especially in the First Book
of Moses, I will not greatly stand thereupon. Their
white garments were a token of rare and excellent dig-
nity. For God meant by this, as by an evident token to
distinguish them from the common sort of people, that the
disciples might give better ear unto them;’ and that at
this day we also may kmow that this vision was showed
them of God.

11. Ye men of Galilee, &c. 1 am mnot of their opinion
who think that this name was given the apostles after an
opprobrious sort, as if the angels meant to reprehend the
slowness and dulness of the apostles. In my opinion, it
was rather to make them more attentive, in that men,
whom they did never see before, did name them as though
they had perfectly known them. DBut they seem to repre-
hend without cause, for looking up into heaven. For where
should they rather seek for Christ than in heaven? Doth

! «¢ Modulo,” little measure.
2 « Ad eorum dicta attentiores,” might be more attentive to what they

said.
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not the Scriptures also oftentimes exhort us thereunto? I
answer, that they were not reprehended because they looked
up towards heaven ; but because they coveted to see Christ,
when as the cloud which was put between them and him
did keep them from seeing him with their bodily senses :
Secondly, because they hoped that he would return again
straightway, that they might enjoy the sight of him again,
when as he did ascend to stay in the heavens until such
time as he should come' to judge the world. Wherefore,
let us first learn out of this place that we must not seek
Christ either in heaven, either upon earth, otherwise than
by faith; and also, that we must not desire to have him
present with us bodily in the world ; for he that doth? either
of those two shall oftentimes go farther from him. So this
their admiration is reprehended, not simply, but inasmuch
as they were astonied by the strangeness of this matter;
like as we are oftentimes carried unadvisedly into a won-
derful great wondering at God’s works; but we never apply
ourselves to consider for what end and purpose they were
done.

Jesus, which is taken up into heaven. There are two mem-
bers in this one sentence. The first is, that Christ was
taken up into heaven, that they may not henceforth fool-
ishly desire to have him any longer conversant with them
upon earth. The other is straightway added as a consola-
tion concerning his second coming. Out of these two jointly,
and also severally, is gathered a firm, stable, and strong argu-
ment, to refute the Papists, and all other which imagine that
Christ is really present in the signs of bread and wine.
For when it is said that Christ is taken up into heaven;
here is plainly noted the distance of place. I grant that this
word heaven is interpreted divers ways, sometimes for the
air, sometimes for the whole connection?® of the spheres, some-
times for the glorious kingdom of God, where the majesty
of God hath his [its] proper seat, hoswsoever it doth fill the
whole world. After which sort Paul doth place Christ above

I+« Secundo,” a second Lime, omitted. % « Heerebit,” shall cling to.
3 ¢ Complexa,” system.
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all heavens, (Eph. i. 22,) because he is above all the world,
and hath the chiefest room in that place of blessed immor-
tality, because he is morc excellent than all the angels,
(Eph. iv. 15.) But this is no let why he may not be absent
from us bodily, and that by this word keavens, there may
not be signified a separation from the world. Let them
cavil as much as they will, it is evident that.the heayen
whereinto Christ was received is opposite .to.the frame of
the world ; therefore it doth necessarily follow, that if he he
in heaven, he is without [beyound] the world.

But, first, we must mark what the purpose of the angels
was, for thereby we shall more perfectly know what the
words mean. The angels’ intent was to call back the
apostles from desiring the carnal presence of Christ. For
this purpose was it that they said that he should not come
again until he came to.judge.the world. And to this end
serveth the assigning of the time, that.they might not look
for him in vain before that same time. Who seeth not that
in these words is manifestly showed that he was bodily
absent out of the world? Who seeth not that we are for-
bidden to desire to have him upon the earth? But they
think they escape safe with that crafty answer, when as they
say that then he shall come visibly; but he cometh now
invisibly daily. But we are not here to dispute of his form ;
only the apostles are taught that Christ must abide in
heaven until such time as he appear at the latter day. For
the desiring of his corporeal presence is here condemned as
absurd and perverse. The Papists deny that he is present
in the sacrament carnally, while that his glorious body is
present with us after a supernatural sort, and by a miracle;
but we may well enough reject their inventions concerning
his glorious body, as childish and frivolous toys. They
feign unto themselves a miracle not confirmed with any
testimony of Scripture. The body of Christ was then glo-
rious, when as he was conversant with his disciples after
liis resurrection. This was done by the extraordinary and
secret power of God; yet, notwithstanding, the angels do
forbid to desire him afterward after that sort, and they say
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that- he shall not comé unto men in that sort (before the
latter day.) Therefore, according to their commandment,
let us not go about to pull him out of the heavens with our
own inventions; neither let us think that we can handle
him with our hands, or perceive’ Hitn with our other senses,
more than we’can see him with our eyes. I speak always of
his'body. For in that they say itis infinite, as it is an‘absurd
dream, so is it safely to be rejected. Nevertheless, I will-
ingly confess that Christ is ascended that he may fulfil [fill]
all things; but I say that he is spread abroad everywhere
by the power of his Spirit, not by the substance of his flesh.
I grant, furthermore, that he is present with us both in his
word and in the sacraments. Neither is it to be dcubted,
but that all those which do with faith receive the signs of
his flesh and blood, are made truly partakers of his flesh
and blood. DBut this partaking doth nothing agree with the
dotings of the Papists; for théy feign that Christ is pre-
sent in such sort upon the altar as Numa Pompilius did
call down his Jupiter Elicitus, or as those witches did fetch
down the moon from heaven with their enchantments. But
Christ, by reaching us the bread in his Supper, doth will us
to lift up our hearts into heaven, that we may have life by
his flesh and blood. So that we do not eat his flesh grossly,
that we may live thereby, but he poureth into us, by the
secret power of his Spirit, his force and strength.

He shall so come. 1 have said before, that by this con-
solation all sorrow which we might conceive, because of
Christ’s absénce, is mitigated, yea, utterly taken away, when
as we hear that he shall return again. And also the end
for which he shall come again is to be noted ; namely, that
he shall come as a Redeemer, and shall gather us with him
into blessed immortality. For as he doth not now sit idle
in heaven, (as Homer signifieth, that his gods be busied
only about their bellies;) so shall not he appear again with-
out profit. Therefore, the only looking for Christ’s coming
must both restrain the iinportunate desires of our flesh, and
support our patience in all our adversities; and, lastly, it
must refresh our weariness. But it worketh this only in
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the faithful, which believe that Christ is their Redeemer ;
for it bringeth unto the wicked nothing but dread, horror,
and great fearfulness. And howsoever they do now scoff
and jest when as they hear of his coming, yet shall they
be compelled to behold him sitting upon his tribunal-seat,
whom now they will not vouchsafe to hear speak. Further-
more, it were but frivolous to move any question about his
apparel wherewith he was then clothed, whether he shall
come again being clothed with the same or no. Neither
am I now determined to refute that which Augustine, in his
Epistle unto Consentius, doth touch, (August. ad Con. Epist.
146;) notwithstanding, it is better for me to omit that thing
which I cannot unfold.

12. Then they returncd unto Jerusalem from the mountain which
is called Olivet, which is nigh unto Jerusalem, being distant
about a Sabbath-day’s journey.

13. And, coming in, they went up into an upper chamber, where
abode Peter and James, Jokn and Andrew, Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of
Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of
James.

14. These all abode together with one accord in prayer and sup-
plication, with the wives, (or women,) and Mary the mother
of Jesus, and with his brethren.

12. That he may pass over unto another history, he show-
eth that the disciples being returned unto Jerusalem, dwelt
together in one parlour. For it was the upper part of the
house, which used to be let out unto those which did hire
houses ;! for the most commodious places were reserved unto
them that were masters of the house, (for their own use.)
Wherefore, by this word Luke doth signify that they were
driven into a strait room;? and yet, notwithstanding, though
this commodity were great, yet they did not part asunder.
They might have been more commodiously asunder, yet

' ¢ Inquilinis,” tenants or lodgers. 2 ¢ In angustum locum fuisse
cobstrictos,” were confined to @ narrow space,
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might they not part company before they had received the
Spirit. In that he noteth here the distance of place, it
bringeth credit unto the history. Unless, peradventure, he
meant hereby to declare that they were not terrified with
any fear of danger, but that they did all return and kept
company together in one house, which was not so large, but
that the company being greater than the place could well
contain, it might breed some rumour (or noise.) A Sabbath-
day’s journey was two miles, and that account doth well
agree with the place of John xi. 18, where he saith, “ that
Jerusalem was distant from Bethany almost fifteen furlongs;”
which containeth about a thousand and nine hundred paces.
And the mount Olivet was at the side of Bethany. There
was no Sabbath-day’s journey prescribed in the law ; for the
Lord doth command them simply to rest upon the Sab-
bath-day in the law.! But because the Jews could not
easily be ruled, but that they would run abroad about their
business upon the Sabbath-day, (as the Lord himself doth
complain, ¢ that they did bear burdens out at the gates,”)
(Jer. xvii. 24,) therefore, it is to be thought that it was de-
termined by the priests,? (to the end they might restrain
such enormities,) that no man should travel upon the Sab-
bath-day above two miles. Although Jerome, in his An-
swers unto Algasia, doth say that this tradition did come

from two Rabbins, namely, from Atriba, and from Simon
Heli.

13. Where they abode. Some translate it, where they did
abide ; as though they did use to dwell there. But I am of
that opinion, that they did then first of all use that hired room
to dwell together in, until such time as the Holy Spirit
was come upon them. Too, too ridiculous are the Papists,
which go about to prove Peter his supremacy® hereby, be-
cause he is reckoned up first of all the apostles. Although

' More properly, For the Lord doth in the law command, &e.
.‘ “ Communi sacerdotum concilio,” by the common council of the
priests, the Sanhedrim. ? « Primatum,” primacy.
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we do grant that he was the chiefest of the apostles, yet it
doth not follow hereupon that he was the chiefest ruler of
all the world. But if he be, therefore, the chief of all the
apostles, because his name is fivst in the catalogue of the
apostles’ names, I will again conclude, that the mother of
Christ was inferior unto all the rest of the women, because
she is [here] reckoned the last; which they will in no case
admit, as indeed it were a thing too absurd. Wherefore, un-
less they will set their Papacy to: be laughed at of all men,
as hitherto they have done, they must leave off to adorn
it with such foolish toys. But what is their intent? For-
sooth, they will prove out of the Secriptures that there was
a secondary head of the Church, inferior to Christ; where-
as there is no syllable in the Scripture which is consenting
unto this their foolish invention. No marvel is it, therefore,
if they do snatch here and there certain places, which, al-
though no man smite them out of their hands, they will
let fall of their own accord. DBut omitting them, let us
mark what is Luke’s purpose in this place. Because the
disciples had fallen away, and filthily fled from their Master
Christ, every man whither fear did drive him, (Matth. xxvi.
56,) they did deserve, like forsakers of their masters, or run-
agates, to be deprived of honour. Therefore, that we may
lmow that by the appointment of the Lord they were ga-
thered together again, and restored to their former degree,
Luke reckoneth up all their names.

14. With their wives. Some translate it women; and they
think that he speaketh of those which accompanied Christ.
As I will not contend with any man concerning this matter,
50 have I not doubted to prefer that which I thought was
more probable. I grant that the word which Luke useth
may be interpreted both ways. But this is my reason, why
I do think that he speaketh rather of wives, because, seeing
that they used afterward to carry their wives about with
them, as Paul doth testify, (1 Cor. ix. 5,) it is not likely that
they were then asunder. For they might more easily rest
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together in one place, than by wandering to and fro oftentimes
to change their abiding; and, secondly, seeing that they did
look for the coming of the Holy Ghost, which was even then at
hand, what reason was there why they should deprive their
wives of so great goodness? Peter's wife was about to be a
helper unto him shortly after, which we must also think of
the rest of the wives. These women had need of heroical
fortitude and constancy, lest they should faint. Who
would, therefore, think that they were excluded from their
husbands whilst they look for the coming of the Spirit?
But if they will stick to the general word, it standeth with
reason that there were married women in the company.
Howsoever it be, it is Luke’s mind to tell us by the way
how greatly they had changed their minds.! For whereas
before the men, being afraid, had fled away, the women are
gathered together with them now, neither do they fear any
danger. He doth reckon up the mother of Jesus with the
other women, whom, notwithstanding, John is said to have
kept at his own house. But, as I have said before, they met
altogether now only for a short season; for it is not to be
doubted but that they departed one from another afterwards.
It is well known that amongst the Hebrews all kinsfolk are
comprehended under this word brethren.

All these did continue. Here he showeth that they did
diligently look for the coming of the Holy Spirit. For this
was the cause of their prayer, that Christ would send his
Spirit, as he had promised. Whereupon we may gather
that this is the true faith which stirreth us up to call upon
God. For the security of faith doth much differ from
sluggishness. Neither doth God, therefore, assure us of this
grace, that our minds may straightway become careless, but
that he may rather sharpen our desire to pray. Neither is
prayer any sign of doubting, but rather a testimony of our
(sure hope and) confidence, because we ask those things at
the Lord’s hands which we know he hath promised. So it
becometh us also (after their example) to be instant in prayer,?

' In melius,” for the better. 2 « Ut precibus nostris concedat,”
that he would grant our prayers.
VOL. I, E
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and to beg at God’s hands that he will increase in us his
Holy Spirit 2! increase, (I say,) because before we can con-
ceive any prayer we must needs have the first-fruits of the
Spirit. For as much as he is the only Master which teach-
eth us to pray aright, who doth not only give us utterance,
(Rom. ii. 25,) but also governs our inward affections.

Furthermore, Luke doth express two things which are
proper to true prayer, namely, that they did persist, and
that they were all of one mind. This was an exercise of
their patience, in that Christ did make them stay a while,?
when as he could straightway have sent the Holy Spirit;
80 Grod doth oftentimes drive off)? and, as it were, suffer us
to languish, that he may accustom us to persevere. The
hastiness of our petitions is a corrupt, yea a hurtful plague;
wherefore it is no marvel if God do sometimes correct the
same. In the mean season (as I have said) he doth exercise
us to be constant in prayer. Therefore, if we will not pray
In vain, let us not be wearied with the delay of time. As
touching the unity of their minds, it is set against that scat-
tering abroad, which fear had caused before. Yet, notwith-
standing, we may easily gather, even by this, how needful a
thing it is to pray generally, in that Christ commandeth
every one to pray for the whole body, and generally for all
men, as it were, in the person of all men : Our Father, Give
us this day, &c., (Matth. vi. 9.) Whence cometh this unity
of their tongues but from one Spirit? Wherefore, when
Paul would prescribe unto the Jews and Gentiles a right
form of prayer, he removeth far away all division and dis-
sension. That we may, (saith he,) being all of one mind,
with one mouth glorify God, (Rom. xv. 6.) And truly it is
needful that we be brethren, and agree together like breth-
ren, that we rightly call God Father.

15. In those days, Peter standing up in the midst of the dis-
ciples, said, (and the company of names together was
almost an kundred and twenty,)

1« [t quotidiana Spiritus augmenta impetremus,” that we may obtain

daily increase of the Spirit. 3 % Suspensos tenuit,” kept them in
suspense. 3+ Differt,” defer or delay.
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16. Men and brethren, it was expedient that this Scripture
should be fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost foretold by the
mouthk of David concerning Judas, whick was guide unto
them which took Jesus :

17. Which was adopted into the number of us, and had obtained
part [lot] of this ministry.

18. And he truly hath [had] possessed [or gotten] « field with the
reward of iniquity, and being hanged, he burst in sunder
in the middle, and all kis bowels gushed out.

19. And this was known unto all the inhabitants of Jerusalem,
that that field is called, in their tongue, Aceldama, that is,
The field of blood.

20. For it is written in the book of the Psalms, Let his habita-
tion be void, and let there be none to dwell therein, and let
another man take kis bishoprick.

21. OF all those, therefore, which were gathered together with us
all that time wherein the Lord Jesus went in and out
amongst us,

22. Beginning from the baptism of John, until that day wherein
he was taken up from us, must one be made a witness
together with us of his resurrection.

15. It was meet that Matthias should be chosen into the
place of Judas, lest, through the treachery of one man, all
that might seem to have been made of none effect which
Christ had once appointed. He did not unadvisedly choose
the twelve in the beginning,as principal preachers of his
gospel. For when he said that they should be judges of
twelve tribes of Israel, Luke vi. 13, John vi. 70; he showeth
here that it was done of set purpose, that they might gather
together the tribes of Israel unto one faith. But after that
the Jews had refused the grace offered unto them, it was
behoveful that the Israel of God should be gathered together
out of all countries.

This, therefore, was, as it were, a holy number, which, if it
should have been diminished through the wickedness of
Judas, then should the preaching of the gospel both have
had, and also have, less credit at this day, if the beginning
thereof had been imperfect.! Although, therefore, Judas

' “ Ut ita loquar claudicaret,” had been, so to speak, lame, defective.



60 COMMENXNTARY UPON THE CHAP. I

would (as much as in him lay) have disappointed the pur-
pose of Christ, yet nevertheless it stood firm and stable.
He perished as he was worthy, yet did the order of the
apostles remain whole and sound.

The company of names. It is uncertain whether he mean-
eth the men who only have the name properly, seeing the
women are comprehended under the name of the men; or
whether he taketh names simply for all the heads, as the
Iebrews call them souls. This may also be called in ques-
tion, whether they were wont daily to frequent that parlour
in which the apostles did dwell, or they did continually
dwell there with them. For the place was scarce able to
contain so great a multitude, to serve them for all necessary
uses. Surely it seemeth to me a thing more like to be true,
that Luke doth in this place express the number of them,
that we may know that they were all gathered together
when Peter made this sermon. Whereby we may guess
that they were not always present there. Although I dare
not affirm any certain thing concerning this matter, yet
being moved with a probable conjecture, I do rather lean
unto this part, that the church was gathered together then,
because they had to intreat of a serious matter, and to this
end also tendeth this word rising, [standing up.]

16. It was meet that the Scripture should be fulfilled. Be-
cause Peter doth speak in this their assembly, therefore the
Papists will have him to be the head of the church.' As
though no man might speak in any assembly of the godly
but he should straightway be Pope. We do grant, that as
in every assembly there must be some which must be chief,
so in this assembly the apostles did ascribe this honou~ unto
Peter. But what maketh this unto (the proving of) their
Papacy? Wherefore, bidding them adieu,’ let us consider
what the Spirit doth speak by the mouth of Peter. He
saith, That the Scripture must needs have been fulfilled, lest
any man’s mind should be troubled with that horrible fall of

1 «« Univers® Ecclesiz,” the Universal Church. 3 ¢ Tllis valere
Jussis,” omitting these things.
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Judas. For it seemed a strange thing that he which was
chosen by Christ unto so excellent a function, should so
filthily fall in the beginning of his course. Peter removeth
this stone of stumbling, when he saith that it was foretold
by the Scripture. Whence we may gather an admonition
very necessary for daily practice ; namely, that we ought to
attribute this honour unto the prophecies of the Seriptures,
that they are able to appease all such fear as we conceive of
the sudden event of things. For there is nothing which doth
more trouble us than when we stay still in our own sense
and understanding, and procure unto ourselves lets and
doubts,! which the Lord would be ready to cure, if so be
that we would hold fast this one thing, that nothing is
absurd which he hath foreseen, appointed, and foretold, that
he might make us more strong. Neither was Judas there-
fore excusable, because that which befel him was foretold,
seeing that he fell away, not being compelled by the pro-
phecy, but only by the malice of his own heart. The ora-
tion of Peter hath two parts. For, in the first place, he
putteth away the offence which godly minds might have
conceived by reason of the fall of Judas; whence also he
gathereth an exhortation, that the rest may learn to fear
God. Secondly, he telleth them that it remaineth that they
choose another into his place, both which he proveth by tes-
timony of Scripture.

Which the Holy Ghost foretold. Such manner of speeches
bring greater reverence to the Scriptures, whilst we are
taught by them that David and all the rest of the prophets
did speak only as they were directed by the Holy Ghost;
so that they themselves were not the authors of their pro-
phecies, but the Spirit which used their tongues as an in-
strument. Wherefore, seeing that our dulness is so great,
that we ascribe less authority unto the Scriptures than we
ought, we must diligently note such manner of speeches,
and acquaint ourselves with them, that we may oftentimes
remember the authority of God to confirm our faith withal.

1« Offendicula,” small scandals.
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17, Adopted. 1t is word for word reckoned. And he saith
that he was one of the number, that he might signify unto
them that it was ncedful that the empty place should be
filled, to the end that the number might continue whole.
And to this purpose serveth that which followeth, that he
had obtained a part in the ministry. For thereupon it doth
follow that the body should be, as it were, lame, if that part
should be wanting. Surely it was a thing which might
make them greatly amazed, that he whom Christ had ex-
tolled unto so high dignity should fall headlong into such
destruction. Which circumstance doth increase the cruelty
of the fact,! and teacheth the rest to take heed unto them-
selves.? Neither is it to be doubted but that the disciples
did remember Judas with great grief and sorrow. DBut
Peter doth here express by name the excellency of his func-
tion, that he might make them more attentive and more
careful to provide a remedy.

18. And he truly. It seemeth unto me a thing like to be
true, that this narration of the death of Judas was put in by
Luke ; therefore, it seemeth good to me to include it within
a parenthesis, that it may be separated from Peter’s sermon.
For to what end should Peter here reckon up unto the dis-
ciples those things which they already knew well enough ?

Secondly, it should have been an absurd thing to have
spoken after this among them, that the field which was
bought with the money that was given to betray Christ was
called of the Hebrews, in their own mother tongue, Acel-
dama. But whereas some do answer, that Peter spoke this
unto the Galileans, whose speech did disagree with the
Jewish tongue, it is but vain and frivolous. In very deed
they did somewhat disagree in pronunciation; yet not so
much but that they did well understand one another; like
as do these of Paris and the men of Rouen.

Furthermore, how could this be a fit word for Jerusalem,
where Peter made his sermon? To what end should he in-

! « Atrocitaterm sceleris,” the atrocity of the crime. 2 « Ut sibi
caveant ct metuant,” to be cautious and fear.
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terpret in Greek among the Hebrews their own mother
tongue? Therefore doth Luke of himself put in this sen-
tence concerning the death of Judas, lest Peters words
might seem strange! through ignorance of that history.

He possessed a field. This word hath a donble signification,
which, in my opinion, doth rather signify in this place
to possess than to get; yet because it skilleth little whether
way we read it, I leave it indifferent. And he speaketh after
this sort, mot because Judas had the use of the field, or
that he himself did buy it, seeing it was bought “after his
death, But Luke’s meaning was, that his burial was the
perpetual note of ignominy ; was the reward which he had
for his falsehood and wicked act. Neither did he so much
sell Christ for thirty pieces as his apostleship. He enjoyed
not the money ;* he only possessed the field. Furthermore,
it came to_pass through the marvellous providence of God,
that the very common name of the field should be a note
of infamy for the priests, which had bought (the) innocent
blood of [from] the traitor. He saith that the Hebrews did
call it by that name in their tongue, because he himself was
a Grecian born; and he calleth that the Hebrew tongue
which the Jews did use after the captivity of Babylon,
namely, such as was mixed of the Assyrian tongue and of
the Chaldean tongue.

It s written in the book of Psalms. He taketh away, by
authority of Scriptures, all offence which might have hap-
pened by reason of the falling away of Judas. Yet might
this place seem to be greatly wrested : First, in that David
did not wish that these things might befal any particular
person, but (in the plural number) he wisheth them unto
his enemies. Secondly, it seemeth that Peter doth apply
these things amiss unto Judas, which were spoken of the
enemies of David. T answer, that David doth there speak
after this [afterwards] of himself, that he may describe the
condition and state of Christ’s kingdom.

In that Psalm (I say) is contained the common image of

1

Lectoribus obscura essent,” might be obscure to his readers.

¢ Argento potitus non est,” he did not obtain the money,
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the whole Church, which is the body of the Son of God.
Therefore, the things which are there set down must needs
have been fulfilled in the head, which are indeed fulfilled, as
the evangelists do testify. Now, if any man object that those
things which there were spoken against the enemies of
David do not fitly agree unto Judas, we may easily gather
that they do so much the rather agree with him, because
David doth not respect himself as being separated from the
body of the Church ; but rather as he was one of the mem-
bers of Christ, and so taking upon him his image, he steppeth
forth in his name.

‘Whosoever shall mark that this singular person was at-
tributed to David, that he should be a figure of Christ, will
not marvel if all these things be applied unto him which
were prefigured in David. Although, therefore, he doth
comprehend the whole Church, yet he beginneth at the
head thereof, and doth especially describe what things
Christ should suffer by the hands of the wicked. For we
learn out of Paul’s doctrine, that whatsoever afflictions
the godly suffer, they are part of the afflictions of Christ,
and serve to the fulfilling of the same, (Col. i. 14.)
This order and connection did David observe, or rather the
Spirit of God, who meant by the mouth of David to in-
struct the whole Church. But as touching the persecutors
of Christ, all that which is commonly spoken of them is
by good right referred unto their standard-bearer ; whose
impiety and wickedness, as it is most famous, so his punish-
ment ought to be made known unto allmen. Ifany man do
object again, that that which is recited in the Psalm is only
certain cursings, and not prophecies; and that, therefore,
Peter doth gather improperly that it was of necessity that
it should be fulfilled, it is soon answered. For David was
not moved with any perverse or corrupt affection of the
flesh to crave vengeance; but he had the Holy Spirit to be
his guide and director. Therefore, what things socver he
prayed for there, being inspired with the Holy Ghost, they
have the same strength which prophecies have, because the
Spirit doth require no other thing than that which God
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hath determined with bimself to perform, and will also
promise unto us. But whereas Peter doth cite out of the
Scriptures two diverse testimonies; by the first is meant,
that Judas, together with his name and family, shounld
quite be extinguished, that his place might be empty; the
other, which he fetcheth out of the 109th Psalm, tendeth to
this end, that there should be another chosen to supply
his place. These seem at first to be contrary ; namely, a
waste habitation and succession. Yet, because the Spirit
saith only, in the former place, that the adversaries of the
Church should be taken away, that their place might be
empty, and without one to dwell therein, in respect of
themselves, this is no let why another may not afterward
supply their empty place. Yea, this doth also augment
their punishment, in that the honour, after it was taken
from him that was unworthy thereof, is given to another.
And his bishoprick. The Hebrew word could not be trans-
lated more fitly. For MM (pecudah) doth signify a juris-
diction or government, so called of the overseeing and be-
holding of things. For as for those which interpret it wife,
the text ' refuteth them; for it followeth in the next verse,
of his wife, that she may be made a widow. Therefore,
after that he had wished that the wicked may be deprived
of lig life, he addeth, moreover, that he may be spoiled of
his honour ; neither doth he stay here, but also he desireth
that another may succeed him, whereby, as I have said be-
fore, his punishment is doubled. In the meanwhile, he
noteth by the way,? that this false, treacherous, and wicked
person, whereof he speaketh, should not be some one of the
common sort, but such an one as should be indued with
honour and dignity; from which, nevertheless, he shall fall.
And out of this place must we learn, that the wicked shall not
escape scot free, which have persecuted the Church of God ;
for this miserable and wretched end is prepared for them all.

21. We must, therefore. 'This which he bringeth in might

!« Contextus,” context. 2« Oblique,” indirectly.
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seem, at the first sight, to be far set, [fetched.] For if so be
it David did speak of transposing ' Judas’s bishoprick, it did
not thereupon straightway follow that the disciples should
choose another to be his successor; yet, because they knew
that they had this charge given them to order the Church,
so soon as Peter had told them that it did please the
Lord that it should be so, he gathereth thereupon that they
ought to do it. For whensoever God will use as means?® to
maintain the government of his Church, so soon as we
know what his will is, we must not linger, but stoutly per-
form whatsoever is required in our ministry (and function.)
That was, without all controversy, what was the duty of the
Church ; like as, at this day, when we hear that those must be
put from their office which behave themselves ungodly and
wickedly, and that others must be chosen in their rooms, the
Church must take this charge in hand. Wherefore, it was
superfluous to move any question about a thing that was not
to be doubted of. Therefore, let us always remember to con-
sider what we have to do, that we may be ready to obey the
Lord. Furthermore, when as he intreateth of the making
of an apostle, he saith, He must be a witness of the resurrec-
tion ; which signifieth that the apostleship is not without
the preaching of the gospel. Whence it may appear how
vain and frivolous the Popish bishops are, which having on
only dumb visors, brag that they are the successors of the
apostles ; but wherein are they like unto them ? I grant that
Peter doth here require such a witness as saw the Lord
after his resurrection, of which sort John professeth himself
to be one, when he saith, “ He which saw it beareth wit-
ness,” (John xix. 35.) For this did serve for the confirma-
tion of faith; yet, nevertheless, Peter maketh it a thing
necessary in him and the rest of his fellows in office, that
they should teach, whilst he maketh them and himself preach-
ers or witnesses of the resurrection.

He nameth the resurrection, not because they must bear

1 ¢ Transferendo,” traunsferring. 2o

Deus,” since God is pleased to use our agency.

Quum opera nostra uti velit
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witness thereof alone; but because, first, under this is com-
prehended the preaching of the death of Christ; secondly,
because we have the end of our redemption therein, and the
accomplishment thereof, and also it bringeth with it the ce-
lestial government of Christ, and the power of the Spirit in
defending his, in establishing justice and equity, in restor-
ing order, in abolishing the tyranny of sin, and in putting to
flight all the enemies of the Church. Let us know, there-
fore, that those things are not excluded by this word which
are necessarily knit together. Nevertheless, let us note that
the resurrection is here named before other things, as being
the chief point of the gospel, as also Paul teacheth, (1 Cor.
xv. 17.)

But were the apostles alone witnesses of the resurrection ?
‘Was not this also common to the rest of the disciples? For
Peter seemeth to challenge this as proper only to the apos-
tles. I answer, that this title is therefore attributed unto
them, because they were chosen peculiarly unto that func-
tion, and because they had the chief room amongst thosc
which did bring this embassage; therefore, though they
were the chief of those which were assigned, yet were not
they only appointed thereunto.

All that time. He beginneth at that time when Jesus be-
gan to show himself unto the world, which is diligently to
be observed, as before I have said; for he lived privately
until such time as he was almost thirty years of age. For
he would not make himself known further than was needful
for our salvation. Therefore, when the time was come
wherein he must go about that business which his Father
had appointed him, he came abroad like a new man, and
one that was but lately born. Every man may easily per-
ceive what great force this hath to bridle our curiosity. The
whole life of Christ might have been a mirror most marvel-
lous,! of more than absolute perfection; and yet, notwith-
standing, that he might keep us occupied in the study and
meditation of those things which were most needful to be
known, he would lead the better part of his life obscurcly

V¢ Admirabile speenlum,” an admirable mirror.
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and in secret.! Who dare now wander without Christ, see-
ing that he doth apply the knowledge of himself to the edi-
fying of faith ?

The Hebrews take this, to go in and out, for to be con-
versant and to lead the life among men. In which sense,
citizens are said to go in and out by the gates of their city ;
so John x. 9, “If any man enter in by me, he shall go
in and out, and shall find pasture.” Although, in the Se-
cond Book of the Chronicles, the first chapter, and tenth
verse, it seemeth to be a token of rule and government.

23. Then they presented two, Joseph, whose sirname was Bar-
sabas, which was called Justus, and Matthias.

24. And when they had prayed, they said, Thou, Lord, which
knowest the hearts of men, show whether of these two thou
hast chosen,

25. That he may take the room of this ministry and apostleship,
From which Judas is fallen, that he might go unto his place.

26. And they gave in their lots, and the lot fell upon Matthias ;
and ke was by common consent counted with the eleven
apostles,

23. They were to choose one only into the room of Judas ;
they present two. Here may a question be asked, Why
they were not contented with one only ? Was it because they
were so like, that they could not discern whether was more
fit ? This truly had been no sufficient reason why they should
suffer it to be decided by lots. And also it seemeth that
Joseph was of greater estimation otherwise ; or was it be-
cause they were diversely affectioned? But this seemeth
scarce probable, neither is this to be admitted as true, be-
cause of that most excellent testimony which Luke did give a
little before of their unity and agreement., Lastly, It had
been very absurd for them to have polluted the election of
the apostle with such strife and contention.” DBut for this
cause did they use the casting of lots, that it might be
known that Matthias was not only chosen by the voices of

! ¢ Quasi sepultam,” as it were buricd. 2 ¢ Tali dissidio,” with
such dissension.
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men, but also that he was made by the determination and
judgment of God,

For there was this difference between the apostles and the
pastors, that the pastors were chosen simply by the Church,
the apostles were called of God. In which respect Paul, in
the preface of his Epistle to the Galatians, (Gal. 1. 2))
doth profess himself to be an apostle, ¢ neither of men, neither
made by man.” Therefore, like as the dignity of this func-
tion was excellent, so was it meet that in the choosing of
Matthias, the chief judgment should be left unto God, how-
soever men did their duty. Christ by his own mouth did
appoint the rest; therefore, if Matthias had been chosen only
by man to be one of them, he should have had less autho-
rity than they. This was very orderly dome,' that the dis-
ciples should present unto God those whom they thought to
be the best ; and he should choose to himself whom he knew
to be most fit, so that God, by the fall of the lot, doth pro-
nounce that he did allow of the apostleship of Matthias. But
the apostles might seem to have dealt very rashly and dis-
orderly, which laid so great and weighty a matter upon a
lot; for what certainty could they gather thereby? I an-
swer, that they did it only as they were moved thereunto by
the Holy Spirit ; for although Luke doth not express this,
yet, because he will not accuse the disciples of rashness, but
rather doth show that this election was lawful and approved
of God; I say, therefore, that they went this way to work,
being moved by the Spirit, like as they were directed in
all the action by the same Spirit. But why do they not
pray that God would choose whom he would out of the
whole multitude ? Why do they restrain his judgment unto
two? Is not this to rob God of his liberty, when as they tie
him, and, as it were, make him subject unto their voices and
consents ?> But whosoever shall quietly ponder the matter
shall plainly perceive, by the drift of Luke, that the dis-
ciples durst do nothing but that which they knew was their

!« Medium fuit temperamentum.” a middle course was adopted.
% ¢ Suis suffragiis,” their suffrages.
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duty to do, and was commanded them by the Lord. As for
the contentious, let them go shake their ears.!

24. In praying, they said. Word for word it is, Having
prayed, they said; but there is no obscurity in the sense,
because his meaning was to speak as followeth, that they
prayed; and yet he doth not reckon up all the words, being
content briefly to show the sum. Therefore, although they
were both of honest conversation, yea, although they did
excel in holiness and other virtues, yet because the integrity
of the heart, whereof God is the alone knower and judge, is
the chief, the disciples pray that God would bring that to
ligcht which was hidden from men. The same ought to be
required even at this day in choosing pastors; for howsoever
we are not to appoint two for one, yet because we may often-
times be deceived, and the discerning of spirits cometh of
the Lord, we must always pray unto God, that he will show
unto us what men he will have to be ministers, that he may
direct and govern our purposes. IHere we may also gather
what great regard we must have of integrity and innocency
in choosing pastors, without which both learning and elo-
quence, and what excellency soever can be invented, are as

nothing.?

252 Of the ministry and apostleship. Because the word
ministry was base, he addeth apostleship, wherein there is
greater dignity; although the sense shall be more plain if
you expound it, ¢ the ministry of the apostleship.” For the
figure hypallage is common in the Scriptures. Assuredly
Luke meant to join with the burden the excellency of the
office, that it might have the greater reverence and autho-
rity ; and yet this was his intent also, to declare that the
apostles are called unto a painful function.

26. They gave in their lots. We will not, in this place,

1 ¢ Valere sinamus,” let us leave them alone, bid them good day.
2 « In fumum abeunt,” go to smoke. 3 There is here a transpo-
sition in the translation, The 26th verse precedes the 23th.
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make any long disputation about lots. Those men who
think it to be wickedness to cast lots at all, offend partly
through ignorance, and partly they understand not the force
of this word. There is nothing which men do not corrupt
with their boldness and vanity, whereby it is come to pass
that they have brought lots into great abuse and supersti-
tion. For that divination or conjecture which is made by
lots is altogether devilish. But when magistrates divide pro-
vinces among them, and brethren their inheritance, it is a
thing lawful. Which thing Solomon doth plainly testify,
when he maketh God the governor of the event. “ The lots
(saith he) are cast into the bosom, and the judgment of
them cometh forth from the Lord,” (Prov. xvi. 33.) This
ordinance or custom is no more corrupt and depraved by
corruption, than the corrupt vanity of the Chaldeans doth
corrupt true and natural astrology. Whilst the Chaldeans go
about, with the name of astrology, to cloak and colour their
wicked curlosity, they defame a science both profitable and
praiseworthy. The same do those which tell men their des-
tinies (as they call them) by casting lots; but it is our
duty to discern the lawful use from the corruption. He
saith the lots were given, that being put into a pot, or one
of their laps, they might afterwards be drawn out. And
here we must also note that this word lof is diversely taken
in this place ; for when he said before that Judas had ob-
tained a lot of the ministry, his meaning was, (according to
the common custom of the Scripture,) that he had a portion
given him of the Lord. He speaketh afterwards properly,
and without any figure of a lot, yet is it likely, forasmuch
as the word S&WJ (goral) is commonly used by the Hebrews
for both things, that Peter meant to allude unto that which
they were about to do, and that Luke had respect unto the
self-same thing.

The lot fell upon Matthias. It came to pass as no man
would have looked for; for we may gather by that which
goeth before, that there was not so great account made of
Matthias as of the other; for, besides that Luke gave him
the former place, the two sirnames which Barsabas had do
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show that he was in great estimation. He was called Bar-
sabas, (that is, the son of an oath, or of rest,) of the thing it-
self, as if he were some mirror, either of faithfulness and
innocency, or of a quiet and modest nature. The other sir-
name did import singular houesty. This man, therefore, in
men’s judgment, was the former, [superior;] but God did
prefer Matthias before him. Whereby we are taught that we
must not glory if we be extolled unto the skies in the opi-
nion of men, and if by their voices and consents' we be
Jjudged to be most excellent men; but we must rather have
regard of this, to approve ourselves unto God, who alone is
the most lawful and just judge, by whose sentence and
judgment we stand or fall. And we may oftentimes mark
this also, that Grod passeth over himm which is the chiefest in
the sight of men, that he may throw down all pride which is
in man. In that he addeth, that he was reckoned amongst
the rest, he wipeth away all sinister note of rashness from
the casting of lots, because the Church did embrace him as
chosen by God on whom the lot fell.

CHAPTER II.

1. And when the day of Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all
with one accord gathered together :

2. And there was made from heaven suddenly a sound, as it were
when a violent wind breaketh in, and it filled all the house
where they sat :

3. And they saw cloven tongues, as it were of fire, and it sat
upon every one of them.

4. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they began
to speak with strange tongues, even as the Spirit gave them

to speak.

1. And when. To be fulfilled is taken in this place for to
come. For Luke beareth record again of their perseverance,

I «« Eorum suffragiis,” by their suffrages.
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when he saith that they stood all in one place until the time
which was set them. Ilercunto serveth the adverb, with one
accord. Furthermore, we have before declared why the
Lord did defer the sending of his Spirit a whole month and
a half. But the question is, why he sent him upon that day
chiefly. I will not refute that high and subtle interpreta-
tion of Augustine, that like as the law was given to the old
people fifty days after Easter, being written in tables of
stone by the hand of God, so the Spirit, whose office it is to
write the same in our hearts, did fulfil that which was
figured in the giving of the law as many days after the
resurrection of Christ, who is the true Passover. Notwith-
standing, whereas he urgeth this his subtle interpretation as
necessary, in his book of Questions upon Exodus, and in his
Second Epistle unto Januarius, I would wish him to be more
sober and modest therein. Notwithstanding, let him keep
his own interpretation to himself. In the mean season, I
will embrace that which is more sound.

Upon the feast day, wherein a great multitude was wont to
resort to Jerusalem, was this miracle wrought, that it might
be more famous. And truly by means hereof was it spread
abroad, even unto the uttermost parts and borders of the
earth.! For the same purpose did Christ oftentimes go up to
Jerusalem upon the holy days,? (John ii, v,, vii,, x,, xii,,) to
the end those miracles which he wrought might be known
to many, and that in the greater assembly of people there
might be the greater fruit of his doctrine. For so will Luuke
afterward declare, that Paul made haste that he might come
to Jerusalem before the day of Pentecost, not for any reli-
gion’s sake, but because of the greater assembly, that he might
profit the more, (Acts xx. 16.) Therefore, in making choice
of the day, the profit of the miracle was respected : First,
that it might be the more extolled at Jerusalem, because the
Jews were then more bent to consider the works of God ; and,
secondly, that it might be bruited abroad, even in far coun-

' « Ut mora videbimus,” as we shall by and by see, omitted. ? ¢ Fes-
tis diebus,” on feast days, or festivals.
VOL. I. P
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tries. They called it the fiftieth day, beginning to reckon
at the first-fruits.

2. And there was made. It was requisite that the gift
should be visible, that the bodily sense might the more stir
up the disciples. For such is our slothfulness to consider
the gifts of God, that unless Lie awake all our senses, his
power shall pass away unknown. This was, therefore, a
preparation that they might the better know that the Spirit
was now come which Christ had promised. Although it
was not so much for their sake as for ours, even as in that
the cloven and fiery tongues appeared, there was rather re-
spect had of us, and of all the whole Church in that, than of
them. For God was able to have furnished them with
necessary ability to preach the gospel, although he should
use no sign. They themselves might have known that it
came to pass neither by chance, neither yet through their
own industry, that they were so suddenly changed; but
those signs which are here set down were about to be profit-
able for all ages; as we perceive at this day that they profit
us. And we must briefly note the proportion of the signs.
The violence of the wind did serve to make them afraid;
for we are never rightly prepared to receive the grace of
God, unless the confidence (and boldness) of the flesh be
tamed. KFor as we have access unto him by faith, so humi-
lity and fear setteth open the gate, that he may come in
unto us. He hath nothing to do with proud and careless
men. It is a common thing for the Spirit to be signified by
wind, (or a blast,) (John xx. 22.) For both Christ himself,
when he was about to give the Spirit to his apostles, did
breathe upon them; and in Ezekiel’s vision there was a
whirlwind and wind, (Ezek. i. 4.) Yea, the word Spirit
itself is a translated word; for, 'because that Aypostasis, or
person of the Divine essence, which is called the Spirit, is of
itself incomprehensible, the Scripture doth borrow the word
of the wind or blast, because it is the power of God which
God doth pour into all creatures as it were by breathing.
The ehape of tongues is restrained unto the present circum-
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stance. For as the figure and shape of a dove which came
down upon Christ, (John i. 32,) had a signification agreeable
to the office and nature of Christ, so God did now make
choice of a sign which might be agrecable to the thing sig-
nified, namely, that it might show such effect and working
of the Holy Ghost in the apostles as followed afterward.

The diversity of tongues did hinder the gospel from being
spread abroad any farther; so that, if the preachers of the
gospel had spoken one language only, all men would have
thought that Christ had been shut up in the small corner of
Jewry. But Godinvented a way whereby it might break out,
when he divided and clove the tongues of the apostles, that
they might spread that abroad amongst all people which
was delivered to them. Wherein appeareth the manifold
goodness of God, because a plague and punishment of man’s
pride was turned into matter of blessing. For whence came
the diversity of tongues, save only that the wicked and un-
godly counsels of men might be brought to nought? (Gen.
xi. 7.) But God doth furnish the apostles with the diversity
of tongues now, that he may bring and call home, into a
blessed unity, men which wander here and there. These
cloven tongues made all men to speak the language of
Canaan, as Isaiah foretold, (Isa. xix. 18.) For what lan-
guage soever they speak, yet do they call upon one Father,
which is in heaven, with one mouth and one spirit, (Rom.
xv. 6.) I said that that was done for our sake, not only be-
cause the fruit came unto us, but because we know that the
gospel came unto us not by chance, but by the appointment
of God, who to this end gave the apostles cloven tongues,
lest any nation should want that doctrine which was com-
mitted unto them; whereby is proved the calling of the
Gentiles; and, secondly, hereby their doctrine doth purchase
credit, which we know was not forged by man, seeing that
we hear that the Spirit did dwell in their tongues.

Now, it, remaineth that we declare what the fire meaneth.
Without all doubt, it was a token of the (force and) efficacy
which should be exercised in the voice of the apostles.
Otherwise, although their sound had gone out into the ut-
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termost parts of the world, they should only have beat the
air, without doing any good at all. Therefore, the Lord
doth show that their voice shall be fiery, that it may inflame
the hearts of men; that the vanity of the world being burnt
and consumed, it may purge and renew all things. Other-
wise they durst never have taken upon them so hard a func-
tion, unless the Lord had assured them of the power of
their preaching. Hereby it came to pass that the doctrine
of the gospel did not only sound in the air, but pierce into
the minds of men, and did fill them with an heavenly heat
(and burning.) Neither was this force showed ouly in the
mouth of the apostles, but it appeareth daily. And, there-
fore, we must beware lest, when the fire burneth, we be as
stubble. Furthermore, the Lord did once give the Holy
Ghost under a visible shape, that we may assure ourselves
that his invisible and hidden grace shall never be wanting
to the Church.

And it sat. Because the number is suddenly changed, it
is to be doubted whether he speaketh of the fire. He said
that there appeared tongues as it had been of fire. It fol-
loweth by and by, and it sat upon them. Notwithstanding,
I refer it unto the Spirit. For the Hebrews use commonly
to express the substantive of the verb in the second member,
which they did omit in the former. Wherefore we have an
example in this place: Jt sat upon them, and they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost. And we know that although
Luke did write in Greek, yet is he full of those phrases
which the Hebrews use.! Now, whereas he calleth the
tongues the Holy Ghost, it is according to the custom
of the Scripture. For John calleth the dove by the same
name, (John i. 32,) because the Lord would testify and de-
clare the presence of his Spirit by some such sign. If it
were a vain sign, it should be an absurd naming (to call
the sign by the name of the thing signified ;) but where the
thing is annexed, the name of the thing is fitly given to the
sign which offereth the same unto our senses to be per-

' « Hebraismis,” Hebraismas.
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ceived. The fulness of the Spirit, wherewith he saith every
one was replenished, doth not express the [an] equal mea-
sure of gifts in every one, but that excellence which should
be meet for such a calling.!

4. They began to speak. He showeth that the effect did
appear presently, and also to what use their tongues were
to be framed and applied. But because Luke setteth down
shortly after, that strangers out of divers countries did mar-
vel, because that every one of them did hear the apostles
speaking in their own tongue, some think that they spake
not in divers tongues, but that they did all understand that
which was spoken in one tongue, as well as if they should
hear their natural tongue.? Therefore, they think that one
and the same sound of the voice was diversely distributed
amongst the hearers. Another conjecture they have, be-
cause Peter made one sermon in the audience of many ga-
thered together out of divers countries, who could not un-
derstand his speech (and language,) unless another voice
should come unto their ears than that which proceeded out
of his mouth. But we must first note that the disciples
spake indeed with strange tongues; otherwise the miracle
had not been wrought in them, but in the hearers. So that
the similitude should have been false whereof he made men-
tion before ; neither shoulg the Spirit have been given so
much to them as to others. Again, we hear how Paul giveth
thanks to God, that he speaketh with divers tongues,
(1 Cor. xiv. 18.) Truly he challengeth to himself both the
understanding, and also the use thereof. Neither did he at-
tain to this skill by his own study and industry, but he had
it by the gift of the Spirit. In the same place he affirmeth
that it is an especial gift, wherewith all men are not endued.
I suppose that it doth manifestly appear hereby that the
apostles had the variety and understanding of tongues given
them, that they might speak unto the Greeks in Greek, un-

! “Execllentiam quz obeundo muncri par futura esset,” but that excel-
lence which might be sufficicnt to coable each to execute his office.
¥ ¢ Nativum,” native,
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to the Italians in the Italian tongue,! and that they might
have true communication (and conference) with their hearers.
Notwithstanding, I leave it indifferent, whether there was
any second miracle wrought or no, so that the Egyptians
and Elamites did understand Peter speaking in the Chaldean
tongue, as if he did utter divers voices. For there be some
conjectures which persuade me thus to think, and yet not so
firm but that they may be refuted. For it may be that
they spake with divers tongues, as they light upon this man
or that, and as occasion was offered, and as their languages
were diverse. Therefore, it was a manifest miracle, when
they saw them ready to speak divers languages. As touch-
ing Peter’s sermon, it might be understood of the greater
part of men wheresoever they were born; for it is to be
thought that many of those which came to Jerusalem were
skilful in the Chaldean tongue. Again, it shall be nothing
inconvenient, if we say that he spake also in other tongues.
Although I will not much stand about this matter; so that
this be out of doubt, that the apostles changed their speech.?

5. And there were at Jerusalem Jews abiding, godly men, out
of every nation of those which are under heaven.

6. And when this was noised abroad, the multitude came to-
gether, and was astonished : because every one heard them
speak in his own tongue. .

7. And they wondered all, and marvelled, saying amongst them-
selves, Bekold, are not all these which speak men of Ga-
lilee ?

8. And how do we every one hear them speaking in his own lan-
guage, wherein we were born ?

9. Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and inhabiters of Me-
sopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, of Pontus and Asia,

10. And of FPhrygia and Pamphylia, of Egypt, and of the parts
of Libya towards Cyrene, and strangers of Rome ;

11. Jews and Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we hear them
speaking in our tongues the wonderful works of God.

12. Therefore they were all amazed, and marvelled, saying one

t « Jatine,” in Latin. * ¢ Yere mutasse,” truly changed.
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to another, What meaneth this ? Others mocking, said, T, hey
are full of sweet wine.

5. And there were at Jerusalem. When he calleth them
godly or religious men, he seemeth to give us to understand
that they came to Jerusalem that they might worship God;
like as God, in all ages, after the scattering abroad, did
gather together into that city some seed which remained,
having, as it were, set up his banner, because as yet the
temple did serve to some use, Yet, nevertheless, he showeth,
by the way, who those be which profit by those miracles,
whereby God doth declare his power. For wicked and pro-
fane men do either laugh at them, or else pass [care] not for
them, as we shall see by and by. Furthermore, he meant to
cite those as witnesses, which may the better be believed
for their religion and godliness. When he said, out of every
nation, he meaneth out of divers countries, whereof one is
far from another. For he doth also afterwards reckon up
those lands whereof one was far distant from another, of
which sort are Libya and Pontus, Rome and Parthia, and
Arabia, and such like. This serveth to increase the great-
ness of the thing. For the Cretians and men of Asia, dwell-
ing so near together, might have some likelihood and
agreement in speech;? but the same could not be betwixt
the Italians and the men of Cappadocia, betwixt the Ara-
bians and those of Pontus. Yea, this was also a work of
God worthy to be remembered and wondered at, that in so
huge and horrible a scattering abroad of the people, he did
always reserve some relics, yea, he caused certain strangers
to adjoin themselves unto a people which was in such misery,
and, as it were, quite destroyed. Ior although they lived
here and there in exile in far countries, and being one far
from another, did, as it were, inhabit divers worlds, yet did
they hold among themselves the unity of faith. Neither
doth he call them unadvisedly, and without good considera-
tion, godly men, and men fearing God.

1 ¢ Musto,” must, new wine. ? ¢« Lingue commercium,” interchange
of speech.
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6. When this was noised abroad. Liuke saith thus in Greek,
This voice being made; but his meaning is, that the fame
was spread abroad, whereby it came to pass that a great
multitude came together. For if one after another in
divers places, and at divers times, had heard the apostles
speaking in divers tongues, the miracle had not been so
famous ; therefore they come altogether into ome place,
that the diversity of tongues may the better appear by the
present comparison. There is a further circumstance also
here to be noted, that the country (and native soil) of the
apostles was commonly known, and this was also commonly
known, that they never went out of their country to learn’
strange tongues. Therefore, forasmuch as one speaketh
Latin, another Greek, another the Arabian tongue, as oc-
casion was offered, and that indifferently, and every omne
doth also change his tongue, the work of God appeareth
more plainly hereby.

11. The wonderful works of God. YLuke noteth two
things which caused the hearers to wonder; first, because
the apostles being before ignorant and private persons,’
born in a base cormer,® did, notwithstanding, intreat pro-
foundly of divine matters, and of heavenly wisdom. The
other is, because they have new tongues given them sud-
denly. Both things are worth the noting, because to huddle
out [utter] words unadvisedly and foolishly, should not so
much have served to move their minds; and the majesty
of the things ought the more to have moved them to con-
gider the miracle. Although they give due honour to God,
in that they are astonished and amazed, yet the principal
fruit of the miracle is expressed in this, that they inquire,
and thereby declare that they are prepared to learn; for
otherwise their amazedness and wondering should not have
done them any great good. And certainly we must so

1 « Ut peregrinas linguas discere potuerint,” 50 as to be able to learn fo-
reign tonguoes. 2 ¢ Jdiotze,” unlearned. 3 « Nati in contempto
anguly,” born in a district of no repute.
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wonder at the works of God, that there must be also a
consideration, and a desire to understand.

12. Others mocking. Hereby it appeareth how monstrous
as well the sluggishness, as also the ungodliness of men is,
when Satan hath taken away their mind. If God should
openly (and visibly) descend from heaven, his majesty
could scarce more manifestly appear than in this miracle.
Whosoever hath any drop of sound understanding in him
must needs be stricken with the only hearing of it. How
beastly, then, are those men who see it with their eyes, and
yet scoff, and go about with their jests to mock the power
of God? But the matter is so. There is nothing so wonder-
ful which those men do not turn to a jest who are touched
with no care of God ; because they do, even upon set pur-
poses, harden themselves in their ignorance in things most
plain. And it is a just punishment of God, which he
bringeth upon such pride, to deliver them to Satan, to be
driven headlong into blind fury. Wherefore, there is mno
cause why we should marvel that there be so many at this
day so blind in so great light, if they be so deaf when such
manifest doctrine is delivered, yea, if they wantonly refuse
salvation when it is offered unto them. For if the wonder-
ful and strange works of God, wherein he doth wonder-
fully set forth his power, be subject to the mockery of men,
what shall become of doctrine, which they think tasteth of
nothing but of that which is common? Although Luke
doth signify unto us that they were not of the worst sort,
or altogether past hope, which did laugh (and mock;) but
he meant rather to declare how the common sort was af-
fected when they saw this miracle. And truly it hath been
always so in the world, for very few have been touched
with the true feeling of God as often as he hath revealed
himself. Neither is it any marvel; for religion is a rare
virtue, and a virtne which few men have; which is, indeed,
the beginning of understanding. Nevertheless, howsoever
the more part of men, through a certain hard stiff-necked-
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ness, doth reject the consideration of the works of God, yet
are they never without fiuit, as we may see in this history.

14, But Peter, standing with the eleven, lift up his voice, and
spake unto them, Ye men of Judea, and all ye which
dwell at Jerusalem, let this be known unto you, and with
your ears hear my words.

15. Forthese men are not drunk as ye suppose ; for it is the third
hour of the day.

16. But this s that whick was spoken by the prophet Joel,

17. And it skall be in the last days, saith God, Iwill pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your elders shall dream dreams :

18. Verily, I will pour out of my Spirit in those days upon my
sercants, and upon mine handmaids, and they shall pro-
phesy. '

19. And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs upon
the earth beneath, blood and fire, and vapour of smoke.

20. The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into
blood, before the great and mnotable day of the Lord do
come.

21. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord he shall be saved.

14. And Peter, standing. By this word standing he did
signify, that there was a grave sermon made in the assem-
bly; for they did rise when they spake unto the people, to
the end they might be the better heard. The sum of this
sermon is this, he gathereth that Christ is already revealed
and given by the gift of the Holy Ghost, which they saw.
Yet, first, he refuteth that false opinion, in that they thought
that the disciples were drunk. This refutation consisteth
upon a probable argument; because men use not to be drunk
betimes in the morning. For, as Paul saith, ¢ Those which
are drunk are drunk in the night,” (1 Thess. v. 7.) For they
flee the light for shame. And surely so great is the filthi-
ness of ihis vice, that for good causes it hateth the light.
And yet this argument were not always good; for Ksaias
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doth inveigh in his time against those which did rise
early to follow drunkenness. And at this day there be many
who, like hogs, so soon as they awake, run to quaffing.
But because this is' a common custom amongst men,
Peter saith, that it is no likely thing. Those which have
but even small skill in antiquity do know that the civil
day, from the rising of the sun until the going down
thereof, was divided into twelve hours; so that the hours
were longer in summer, and shorter in winter. There-
fore, that which should now be the ninth before noon in
winter, and in summer the eighth, was the third hour
amongst the old people.? Therefore, whereas Peter doth
only lightly remove the opinion of drunkenness, he doth
it for this cause, because it had been superfluous to have
stood about any long excuse.? Therefore, as in a matter
which was certain and out of doubt, he doth rather paciiy
those which mocked, than labour to teach them. And
he doth not so much refute them by the circumstance of
time, as by the testimony of Joel. For when he saith that
that is now come to pass which was foretold, he touchcth
briefly their unthankfulness, because they do not acknow-
ledge such an excellent benefit promised unto them in
times past, which they now see with their eyes. And
whereas he upbraideth the fault of a few unto all,® he doth
it not to this end, that he may make them all guilty of
the same fault; but because a fit occasion was offered by
their mocking to teach them altogether, he doth not foreslow
the same,’

17. It shall be in the last days. By this effect he proveth
that the Messiah is already revealed. Joel, indeed, doth
not express the last days, (Joel ii. 29;) but for as much
as he intreateth of the perfect restoring of the Church, it
is not to be doubted but that that prophecy belongeth unto

V ¢« Abhorret,” differs from. 2 4 Veteribus,” the ancicuts.
3 « Anxia excusatio,” anxious excuse. 4 ¢« Quod autem onmilus ex-

probrat paucorum vitium,” as to his upbraiding all with the fault of a few,
§ « Fam non negligit," he does not neglect it.
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the last age alone. Wherefore, that which Peter bringeth
doth no whit dissent from Joel’s meaning ; but he doth only
add this word for exposition sake, that the Jews might
know that the Church could by no other means be restored,
which was then decayed, but by being renewed by the Spirit
of God. Again, because the repairing of the Church should
be like unto a new world, therefore Peter saith that it shall
be in the last days. And surely this was a common and
familiar thing among the Jews, that all those great promises
concerning the blessed and well-ordered state of the Church
should not be fulfilled until Christ, by his coming, should
restore all things. Wherefore, it was out of all doubt
amongst them, that that which is cited out of Joel doth
appertain unto the last time. Now, by the last days, or ful-
ness of time, is meant the stable and firm condition of the
Church, in the manifestation or revealing of Christ.

I will pour out my Spirit. He intendeth to prove, (as we
have already said,) that the Church can be repaired by no
other means, saving only by the giving of the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, forasmuch as they did all hope that the restoring
drew near, he accuseth them of sluggishness, because they
do not once think upon the way and means thereof. And
when the prophet saith, T will pour out,” it is, without all
question, that he meant by this word to note the great
abundance of the Spirit. And we must take I w:ll pour out
of my Spiritin the same seuse, as if he had said simply, I will
pour out my Spirit. For these latter words are the words
of the prophet. But Peter followed the Grecians, who trans-
late the Hebrew word I, (chketh,) amo. Therefore, some men
do in vain more subtilely play the philosophers; because,
howsoever the words be changed, yet must we still retain
and keep the prophet’s meaning. Nevertheless, when God
is said to pour out his Spirit, I confess it must be thus
understood, that he maketh manifold variety and change of
gifts to flow unto men from his Spirit, as it were out of the
only fountain, the fountain which can never be drawn dry.
For, as Paul doth testify, there be divers gifts, and yet
but one Spirit, (1 Cor. xii. 4.) And hence do we gather a
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profitable doctrine, that we can have no more excellent thing
given us of God than the grace of the Spirit; yea, that all
other things are nothing worth if this be wanting. For,
when God will briefly promise salvation to his people, he
affirmeth that he will give them his Spirit. Hereupon it
followeth that we can obtain no good things until we have
the Spirit given us. And truly it is, as it were, the key
which openeth unto us the door, that we may enter into all
the treasures of spiritual good things; and that we may also
have entrance into the kingdom of God.

Upon all flesh. It appeareth, by that which followeth, of
what force this generality is; for, first, it is set down gene-
rally, all flesh ; after that the partition is added, whereby the
prophet doth signify that there shall be no difference of age
or kind, but that God admitteth all, one with another, unto
the partaking of his grace. It is said, therefore, all flesk,
because both young and old, men and women, are thereby
signified ; yet here may a question be moved, why God doth
promise that unto his people, as some new and unwonted
good thing, which he was wont to do for them from the be-
ginning throughout all ages; for there was no age void of
the grace of the Spirit. The answer of this question is set
down in these two sentences : “I will pour out,” and, “ Upon
all flesh ;” for we must here note a double contrariety* between
the time of the Old and New Testament; for the pouring
out (as I have said) doth signify great plenty, when as there
was under the law a more scarce distribution; for which
cause John also doth say that the Holy Ghost was not
given until Christ ascended into heaven. Al flesh doth sig-
nify an infinite multitude, whereas God in times past did
vouchsafe to bestow such plenty of his Spirit only upon a
few.

Furthermore, in both comparisons we do not deny but
that the fathers under the law were partakers of the self-
same grace whereof we are partakers; but the Lord doth
show that we are above them, as we are indeed. I say,

v« Antithesis,” antithesis.
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that all godly men since the beginning of the world were
endued with the same spirit of understanding, of righteous-
ness, and sanctification, wherewith the Lord doth at this day
illuminate and regenerate us; but therc were but a few
which had the light of knowledge given them then, if they
be compared with the great multitude of the faithful, which
Christ did suddenly gather together by his coming. Again,
their knowledge was but obscure and slender, and, as it were,
covered with a veil, if it be compared with that which we
have at this day out of the gospel, where Christ, the Sun of
righteousness, doth shine with perfect brightness, as it were
at noon day. Neither doth that any whit hurt or hinder that
a few had such an excellent faith, that peradventure they
have no equal at this day. For their understanding did never-
theless smell or savour of the instruction and schoolmaster-
ship’ of the law. For that is always true, that godly kings
and prophets have not seen nor heard those things which
Christ hath revealed by his coming. Therefore, to the end
the prophet Joel may commend the excellency of the New
Testament, he affirmeth and foretelleth that the grace of the
Spirit shall be more plentiful in time thereof; and, again,
that it shall come unto more men, (Matth. xiii. 17; Luke
x. 24.)

And your sons shall prophesy. By the word prophesy he
meant to note the rare and singular gift of understanding.
And to the same purpose tendeth that partition which fol-
loweth afterwards, “your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams;” for we gather out of
the twelfth chapter of Numbers, that these were the two
ordinary ways whereby God did reveal himself to the pro-
phets. For in that place, when the Lord exempteth Moses
from the common sort of prophets, he saith, “I appear unto
my servants by a vision, or by a dream; but I speak unto
Moses face to face,” (Numb. xii. 6.) Therefore, we sce that
two kinds are put after the general word for a confirmation ;
yet this is the sum, that they shall all be prophets so soon as

' ¢« Pedagogiam,” tutelage.
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the Iloly Ghost shall be poured out from heaven. But here
it is objected, that there was no such thing, even in the
apostles themselves, neither yet in the whole multitude of
the faithful. I answer, that the prophets did commonly
use to shadow under tropes most fit for their time,' the
kingdom of Christ. When they speak of the worship of
God, they name the altar, the sacrifices, the offering of gold,
silver, and frankincense. Notwithstanding, we know that
the altars do cease, the sacrifices are abolished, whereof
there was some use in time of the law ; and that the Lord
requireth some higher thing at our hands than earthly
riches. That is true, indeed ; but the prophets, whilst they
apply their style unto the capacity of their time, comprehend
under figures (wherewith the people were then well acquaint-
ed) those things which we see otherwise revealed and show-
ed now, like as when he promiseth elsewhere that he will
make priests of Levites, and Levites of the common sort
of men, (Isaiah lxvi. 21,) this is his meaning, that under
the kingdom of Christ every base person shall be extolled
unto an honourable estate ; therefore, if we desire to have
the true and natural meaning of this place, we must not urge
the words which are taken out of the old order? of the law ;
but we must only seek the truth without figures, and this is
it, that the apostles, through the sudden inspiration of the
Spirit, did intreat of the heavenly mysteries prophetically,
that is to say, divinely, and above the common order.
Therefore, this word prophesy doth signify nothing else
save only the rare and excellent gift of understanding, as if
Joel should say, Under the kingdom of Christ there shall not
be a few prophets only, unto whom God may reveal his
secrets; but all men shall be endued with spiritual wisdom,
even to the prophetical excellency. As it is also in Jere-
miah, “ Every man shall no longer teach his neighbour ; be-
cause they shall all know me, from the least unto the great-
est,” (Jeremiah xxxi. 34.) And in these words Peter inviteth
the Jews, unto whom he speaketh, to be partakers of the

1 “ Suo seculo,” for their own age. ¥ «« (Economia,” economy.



88 COMMENTARY UPON THE CHAP. II.

same grace. As if he should say, the Lord is ready to pour
out that Spirit far and wide which he hath poured upon
us.  Therefore, unless you yourselves be the cause of
let, ye shall receive with us of this fulness. And as for
us, let us know that the same is spoken to us at this day
which was then spoken to the Jews. For although those
visible graces of the Spirit be ceased, yet God hath not with-
drawn his Spirit from his Church. Wherefore he offereth
him daily unto us all, by this same promise, without putting
any difference. Wherefore we are poor and needy only
through our own sluggishness; and also it appeareth mani-
festly, that those are wicked and sacrilegious enemies of the
Spirit which keep back the Christian common people from
the knowledge of God ; and forasmuch as he himself doth
not only admit, but also call by name unto himself, women
and men, young and old.

18. Upon my servants. In these words the promise is re-
strained unto the worshippers of God. For God doth not
profane his Spirit ; which he should do, if he should make
the same common to the unbelieving and despisers. It is
certain that we are made the servants of God by the Spirit ;
and that, therefore, we arc not, until such time as we have
received the same; but, first, whom God hath adopted to be
of his family, and whom he hath framed by his Spirit to
obey him, those doth he furnish with new gifts afterward.
Again, the prophet did not respect that order of time, but
his meaning was to make this grace proper to the Church
alone. And forasmuch as the Church was only among the
Jews, he calleth them honourably the servants and hand-
maids of God. But after that God did gather unto himself
on every side a Church, the wall of separation being pulled
down, so many as are received into the society of the cove-
nant are called by the same name. Only let us remember,
that the Spirit is appointed for the Church properly.

19. And I will show wonders. We must first sece what is
meant by this great day of the Lord. Some do expound it
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of the former coming of Christ in the flesh; and others
refer it unto the last day of the resurrection; I do allow
neither opinion. For, in my judgment, the prophet compre-
hendeth the whole kingdom of Christ. And so he calleth
it the great day, after that the Son of God began to be
revealed in the flesh, that he may lead us into the fulfilling
of his kingdom. Therefore, he appointeth no certain day,
but he beginneth this day at the first 