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Having shewn that by the Three Witnesses we

are to understand the Triune God, we proceed to
shew,

II. What that is concerning which they bear record—

We may well expect that the importance of the
matter to which these Divine Witnesses have borne
record, is suited to the majesty of the Witnesses
themselves. Acccordingly we find, that,

Their testimony relates to the salvation that 1S 1In
Christ Jesus—

[God, who had passed by the angels that fell, has looked
in mercy upon fallen man, and has given us eternal life, in and
through his Son Jesus Christ® He sent his dear Son to die
in our stead, and, by his own obedience unto death, to work
out a righteousness whereby we might be saved. The merit
whereby we are to be justified, and the grace whereby we are
to be renewed, he treasured up for us in Christ; and he calls
all men to receive these blessings out of his fulness. This way
of salvation is open for all, and sufficient for all: but, this
rejected, no other remains for us.

This is the sum and substance of the Gospel; and this it is
to which the Sacred Three bear record.]

Nor is their testimony at all more than the subject
requires—

[If God himself had not revealed such things, wko could
ever have imagined them ? who could ever have thought of
God becoming incarnate, and, by his own death, expiating the
guilt of his own creatures? Whe could ever have devised a
plan so calculated to exalt the perfections of God; so suited
to answer the necessities of man; and so eflicacious to renew
us after the Divine image ? — ~— — Besides, supposing these
things to have been reported, who would ever have believed
them, if they had not been thus divinely attested? Notwith-
standing the testimonies given by the Sacred Three, there is
yet reason to adopt that reiterated complaint, * Who hath
believed our report®?” Professions of faith indeed abound

amongst us; but a true believer, whose feelings and conduct
" accord with his professions, 1s “a s1gn and a wonder” in
Christendom itself*. ]

It remains yet to be declared,
III In what manner they bear record—

oA ver 11 : b TIsai. lii. 1. John xii. 38. Rom X. 16.
S : ¢ Isal, viii, 18,
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Each of these Divine Persons has borne record at
divers times, and in different manners—

[The Father thrice bore witness to Christ by an audible
voice from heaven ; declaring at the same time his acquiescence
in him as the Saviour of men; and requiring us at the peril
of our souls to “hear” and receive him in that character®.
Moreover, in raising Christ from the dead, he yet more em-
phatically testified, that he had discharged the debt for which
he had been imprisoned in the grave, and was ¢ able to save to
the uttermost all that should come unto God through hime.”

The Lord Jesus Christ continually bore witness to himself.
When asked, ¢ If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly;” he an-
swered, ‘“ I have told you, and ye believe me notf.” ¢ Before
Pontios Pilate he witnessed the same good confession®,” though
he knew that it would issue in his death. After his resurrec-
tion, he called himself ¢ the true and faithful witness,” and
testified, * I am he that was dead and am alive again, and have
the keys of death and of hell®,”

T'he Holy Spirit also bore witness to him, when he descended
in a bodily shape, like a dove upon him: and again, when he
came down in the likeness of fiery tongues upon the Apostles,
and converted three thousand to the faith of Christ. Similar
testimonies he still continued to givel; and at this very day,
when any are converted to the faith, it is owing to the testi-
mony which the Holy Spirit bears to Christ; * the Spirit tes-
tifies of him,” and thereby produces conviction or consolation
in the soulk. '

Thus the Sacred Three bear record in heaven, and by their
united testimony encourage our acceptance of the salvation
offered us in the Gospel.]

INFER—
1. How unreasonable and dangerous is unbelief!

[If only men, who are credible and competent witnesses,
attest a thing, we think it right to believe them. What an
insult then is it to the Sacred Three to doubt their testimony !
Yet this, alas! is the treatment which their record meets with
in the world. Some reject it as *‘ a cunningly-devised fable;”
while others, professing a regard to it in general, deny the
most important part of it, the necessity of being saved by
Christ alone. Kven those who in their hearts approve the

d Matt. iii. 17. and xvii. 5. and John xii. 28.

e Rom. i. 4. f John x. 24, 25. g 1 Tim, vi. 13,
h Rev. i. 18. and iii. 14. : I Acts x. 44, 45.
k John xv. 26. and xvi. 7T—11.



536 1 JOHN, V. 7. [2465.

Gospel, are too apt to doubt the freeness and sufficiency of
the salvation revealed in it. Let every one consider the ex-

treme sinfulness of such conduct, and abhor the thought of
“ making God a liar!".]

2. What obligation lies upon believers to bear an
open testimony to the truth!

[It is evident how earnestly God desires that his dear Son
should be known, and that the salvation wrought out by him
should be embraced. Now believers are his witnesses in the
midst of a blind deluded world. Ought they then to be ashamed
or afraid to bear their testimony for God? What if the world
agree to call the Gospel a delusion, and to consider all as hypo-
crites or fanatics who embrace it? Should that deter us from
making a public profession of his truth ? Should we not rather
be the bolder in confessing Christ, in proportion as others are
bold in denying him? ,

But let us not confine our profession to creeds and forms:
the best and most acceptable way of declaring our affiance in
Christ, is by manifesting to the world its efficacy on our hearts
and lives. 7his will make them think that there is a reality in
the Gospel ; and may contribute to win many who never would
abey the written word.]

3. How exalted must be the glory which believers
will enjoy in heaven! :

[It cannot be conceived that the Three Persons of the
Godhead would have devised and executed such a wonderful
plan of salvation, if the end to be accomplished by it were not
exceeding glorious. Surely all that the love of the Father can
devise, all that the blood of Christ can purchase, all that the
Holy Spirit can impart, is prepared for us in the eternal world,
and shall be bestowed on us according to our measure and
capacity to receive it. Yes, in heaven we shall see God as
he is, and have the brightest discoveries of his glory: and,
while we have the richest enjoyment of his presence and
love, we ourselves shall be witnesses for him, how far his
mercy could reach, what astonishing changes it could effect,
and what blessedness it can bestow on the most unworthy of
mankind.] :

1 ver. 9, 10,
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MMCCCCLXVI.
THE BELIEVER'S INWARD WITNESS.

1 John v. 10. He that believeth on the Som of God hath the
witness in himself.

THE truth of our holy religion is confirmed by
every kind of evidence that the heart of man can
desire. Not only was it established by an appeal to
prophecy, but by miracles without number. Nay
more, as the religion of Moses had at the very time
different rites appointed in commemoration of the
principal events with which that dispensation was
marked ; as the feast of the passover, to commemo-
rate the destruction of the Egyptian first-born, and
the preservation of Israel,—and the feast of Pente-
cost, to commemorate the giving of the law,—and the
feast of tabernacles, to commemorate their living
in tents in the wilderness ;—so has Christianity been
attested by the Holy ** Spirit” given to the Apostles,
and ¢ the water” of baptism, which was administered
on that very day, and “the blood” of the cross com-
memorated by the cup which is drank by all in the
supper of the Lord.

But, convincing as these testimonies are, the true
believer has one peculiar to himself, one abiding in
his own bosom, arising from his own experience :
«“ He that believeth on the Son of God hath the
witness in himself ;” the witness of Christ, and of his
salvation; of its mecessity, its suitableness, its suffi-
ciency. He has in himself the witness of,

I. Its necessity—

[The generality of persons see no need of such a salvation
as the Gospel has provided. Many have no conception that
they merit condemnation at the hands of God: or that there
can be any occasion for more than a mere exercise of mercy,
without any atonement offered to divine justice for their sins,
or any righteousness to be imputed to them for their justifica-
tion before God. But the believer has views of his own ex-
ceeding sinfulness, and of his utter incapacity to reconcile
himself to God, and of his need of a Saviour to effect salvation
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for him. Ile is conscious, that no repentance of his can ever
suffice to expiate his guilt, nor any good works of his prevail
for the purchase of heaven: and hence he is in his own appre-
hension as much lost without a Saviour, as the fallen angels
are, for whom no Saviour lias been provided.]

I1. Its suitableness—

[Looking into his own bosom to explore his wants, and
then examining the Holy Scriptures to see what provision
God has made for him, he sees that the one corresponds with
the other as the wards of a lock with the key that opens it.
He has no want in himself for which he does not see in Christ
a suitable supply: nor does he behold in Christ any thing
which he does not need. Is Christ both God and man ? Such
an one does the believer see that he stands in need of; even
man to take on him what man was bound to do and suffer;
and God to render that work effectual for our salvation. Did
the believer need an atonement for his guilt, a righteousness
wherein to stand before God? Did he need a divine power
to renew his soul? Did he need an Advocate with the Father
to intercede for him ? Did he need an Head of vital influence
to impart unto him all seasonable supplies of grace? This,
and ten thousand times more than this, does he find in Christ,
whose fulness corresponds with his necessities, as an impres-
sion with the seal; In neither of which is there a jot or tittle
either superfluous or defective. The every office of Christ,
and every character is precisely that which the believer needs;
to the hungry, Christ is bread; to the thirsty, a living fountain
of water; to the sick, a Physician; yea and life to the dead.]

[11. Its sufficiency—

[The believer feels in himself that he is a partaker of those
very benefits which Christ came to bestow. He is alive from
the dead, and is enabled to live as no unregenerate man can
live. Let any one behold a river which a few hours ago was
running down with a rapid current to the sea, running back
again with equal rapidity to the fountain head; and will be
doubt how this is effected? He may not be able to say what
influence that is by which it is produced, or Zow that operation
is effected : but he sees that there is a power which has wrought
this: he sees it in its effects, just as he sees the trees agitated
by the wind, though he knows not whence that wind comes,
or whither it goes. He cannot declare how the Spirit which
Jesus has imparted to him, operates upon his soul: but he can
no more doubt who it is that has thus created him anew, than
‘who it is that formed the universe. He is a perfect wonder to
himself; a spark kept alive in the midst of the ocean, a bush
ever burning, yet never consumed. He is a living witness for .
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the Lord Jesus, that he is able to save to the uttermost all that
- come unto God by him.]

Benorp then here,
1. The true nature of the Gospel—

[The Gospel is a remedy. The whole world are sick : and
in Christ Jesus there is all that every sinner needs* — — —-]-

2. The blessedness of those who truly receive it—

[All are in one great hospital : and those who submit not
to the physician die: but those who take his prescriptions
live. True, they are not cured at once: it is possible too that
they may suffer occasional relapses for a little season: but
through the care of their heavenly Physician, their recovery
is progressive; and when the good work is perfected within
them, they are removed to that happy world, of which * no
inhabitant will ever have occasion to complain that he is sick.”
And what a witness will the believer have within himself at
that day! At that day there will be amongst all the millions
of the saints but one feeling of perfect health, and but one
ascription of praise ¢ to him who loved them, and washed them
from their sins, and made them kings and priests unto their
God and Father for ever and ever.”]

a 1 Cor. 1. 30.

MMCCCCLXVII.

THE GOSPEL RECORD.

1 John.v. 11, 12. This is the record, that God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He that hath the
Son hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of God hath
not life.

IN matters that are established by human testi-
mony, we necessarily proportion our assent to the
number and credibility of the witnesses. And if we
will act in the same manner towards the Holy Scrip-
tures, we shall not entertain a doubt, either of their
Divine authority in general, or of the way of salva-
tion contained in them. Moses and all the prophets
concur with the Apostles in directing our eyes to
Christ as the only Saviour of the world: but in the
words before us we have the testimony of One whose
information cannot be doubted, and whose veracity
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cannot be impeached; of One who is too good to
decelve, and too wise to be deceived. This witness
is no other than Jehovah himself.

Let us then consider,

I. His testimony concerning his Son, and concerning
the way of salvation through him—

This record embraces two points; and asserts,

1. That “ God hath given to us eternal life”—

[Since the fall of Adam, man has lost all right to life. In
him we died, and through him condemnation is come upon us
all., Moreover, we have all increased our guilt and condemna-
tion by our own personal transgressions. But God willed not
that we should perish, and therefore sent his only dear Son to
deliver us: and, having opened a way for our return to him
through the blood and righteousness of his Son, he has pub-
hshed the glad tidings, and offered freely to give eternal life to
as many as would receive it in his appointed way. He has not
tendered it to us as a blessing to be earned or merited, but as
a free unmerited gift to be received®.]

2. That ¢ this life is in his Son”—

[This life, comprehending all the blessings of grace and
glory, is in Christ as the Proprietor, the Dispenser, and the
Guardian of it’, He is the Proprietor of it. = As the light is
primarily in the sun, so is all good originally and essentially in
Christ. “ In him was life,” says St. John; * and the life was
the light of men®” The same writer says of him again at
the conclusion of the chapter from whence the text is taken,
“ This is the true God, and eternal life?.” He also is the
Dispenser of it.  As life was in him essentially as well as in the
Father, so was it committed to him officially, in order that he
might impart it to whomsoever he would®. He himself arro-
gates to himself this honourf; and all his Apostles acknow-
ledge themselves indebted to him for all that they possesseds.
He is moreover the Guardian of it. 'When life was entrusted
to Adam, he, though perfect, and in Paradise, was soon robbed

2 See Rom. vi. 23. Eph, ii. 8, 9. Tit. ii. 5.

b For this just and elegant mode of expressing this idea, the Author
is indebted to that very judicious author, Mr. Robert Walker, of
Edmburgh whose four volumes of Sermons are well worthy of every
Tman’s perusal.

¢ John i. 4, d ver. 20.

€ ._Col. i. 19, John v. 21,26. and xvii. 2. f John x. 28.
g Johni. 16. -
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of it through the devices of Satan. And if it were now com-
mitted to us, we in our present fallen state should not be able
to preserve it one single hour. God has therefore graciously
committed it to his dear Son, that, by being  hid with Christ
in God",” it might be inaccessible to our subtle enemy. By
this mysterious, this merciful dispensation, * our souls are
bound up, as it were, in the bundle of life with the Lord our
Godl” Christ * lives in us¥,” and ¢ is our very life!:” and
hence, ‘* because he liveth,” and as long as he liveth, ““ we
shall live also™.”]

Thus has God testified, that eternal life is to be
sought as a free gift from him, and to be only iz, and
through, and for the sake of, the Lord Jesus Christ.
But to see the full importance of this record, we
must consider, :

II. The declaration grounded upon it—

A more solemn declaration is not to be found in
all the inspired volume. But let us consider,

1. What is meant by “ having the Son of God ?”

[The more simply this is explained, the more intelligible it
will appear. Christ is represented as God’s ¢iff to man™: and
we then receive that gift when we believe in Christ; or, in
other words, when we receive him for all the ends and purposes
for which he is given. This is the explanation which St.
John himself gives us®: and consequently we may then be said
to *“ have” Christ, when we have received him, and are making
use of him, as the source and substance of our spiritual life.]

2. What depends on our ‘ having” the Son of
God—

[Behold! nothing less than everlasting happiness or misery
depends on this point. :

He that has felt a desire after eternal life; and has sought
it earnestly through Christ; and has received it from God as
a free unmerited gift; and is looking to Christ to impart it to
him yet “ more abundantly?,” and to preserve it in his soul;
he who thus “ lives by faith in the Son of God,” has both a ¢itle
to life, and the very beginning and earnest of eternal life in his
soul. He can claim eternal life upon the footing of God’s
word. He can plead the promises of God%; and may be
fully assured that he shall not be disappointed of his hope-.

v Col. iif. 3. i 1 Sam. xxv. 29. k Gal, 11. 21.
1 Col. iii. 4, m John xiv. 19.
n John iii. 16. andiv. 10. o John i, 12,

P John x. 10. 9 John vi. 40. r Isai, xlv. 17.
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Indeed he has eternal life already begun in his souls. He was
once dead like others; but now he  is passed from death unto
lifet,” The very act of living by faith in the Son of God
proves to a demonstration, that he is alive, and that Christ
liveth in him®. He may not indeed have a comfortable sense
and assurance of his happy state; but he really liveth, and
shall live for ever.

On the other hand, he that hath not so received and lived
upon the Lord Jesus Christ, has no life in his soul: he is yet
‘““dead in trespasses and sins:” and, so far from having any
title to life, he is under a sentence of condemnation, and * the
wrath of God abideth on him*.” ¢ Not having the Son of
God, he hath not life.” Whatever he may have, he hath not
life. He may have learning, riches, honour, and even mora-
rily itself, according to the general acceptation of the term,
but he has not life: and if he die in his present state, he must
perish for ever: yea, if he were the first monarch upon earth,
he would in this respect be on a level with the meanest of his
subjects ; he would descend from his pinnacle of honour to the
lowest abyss of shame and misery.]

INFER—
1. How plain is the way of salvation!

[Supposing the way of salvation to be such as has been
already stated, how can words express it more clearly than it
is expressed in the text? There is no learning requisite to
explain it: it is level with the comprehension of the most un-
lettered man in the universe. Nothing is requisite for the
understanding of it but humility of mind, and a willingness to
be indebted for every thing to the free grace of God in Christ
Jesus. If there be any difficulty, it arises only from the pride
of our hearts that would mix something of our own with the
finished work of Christ. The fact is, that salvation by faith
alone is so plain and simple, that we are offended at it on
account of its plainness and simplicityY. But let the weak
rejoice, that what is hid from the wise, is revealed to them?.]

2. How suitable is the way of salvation !

[If salvation had been to be merited and earned by our
good works, who amongst us could have entertained a hope?
 If our works, imperfect as they are, were only to have eked
out the merits of Christ, who could tell us the precise quantity
and quality of the works that would have sufficed? In what

doubt and suspense must we have been held all our days!

* John vi. 47. | t John v. 24,
w _Seeg.Gal, il. 21. before cited. x John iii. 18, 36.
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And how would this way of salvation have suited persons in
the situation of the dying thief, who are called away without
having sufficient time to ‘‘ make up their tale of bricks 2 But
a gift is suitable to all: a free salvation commends itself to all:
and the more humbled we are under a sense of our own guilt
and weakness, the more suitable will it appear, that we should
receive all from Christ, and give all the glory of our salvation
to him.]

3. What infatuation is it to substitute any other
plan of salvation in the place of that which God has
offered us!

[Suppose for one moment (though it is a horrid and
blasphemous supposition) that we were wiser than God, and
- that we knew better than he did what was fit for him to do;
still are we also “stronger than he?” and can we oblige him
to alter his decrees? Vain hope! We may entertain as strong
prejudices as we will, and load the Gospel with opprobious
names; still that will be true and irreversible, * He that hath
the Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God, hath
not life.” Let all of us then cease to weave a spider’s web,
and accept with gratitude ‘ the salvation that is in Christ

Jesus.”]

e ——

MMCCCCLXVIIL

USE OF THE SCRIPTURES TO BELIEVERS.

1 John v. 13. These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God ; that ye may know that ye
have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the

Son of God. .

THE Scriptures of the New Testament were
written doubtless for the whole world.  Yet perhaps
we may say, that the Gospels were written more
immediately for unbelievers, in order to convince them
of the Messiahship of Jesus; and that the epistles
were written rather for believers, to bring them to a -
life becoming their high and holy calling. This idea
seems to be sanctioned by St.John: for, at the end
of his Gospel, he says, “ These are written that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God ; and that, believing, ye might have life through
his name®” But, at the end of this epistle, he says,

a John xx. 31.
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[

“ These things have I written unto you that believe
on the name of the Son of God.” In truth, he had
in his mind all the different classes of believers—
children, young men, and fathers: “I write unto you,
little children, because your sins are forgiven you for
His name’s sake. I write unto you, fathers, because
ye have known him that is from the beginning. 1
write unto you, young men, because ye have over-
come the wicked one®” Of course, there is much
in this, as well as in all the epistles, profitable to
unconverted men : but I must, on the present occa-
sion, attend rather to believers, and mark of what
use this epistle is intended to be to them. It is
intended,

I. To assure them, that in Christ they have all that
they can need—

All who truly believe ‘“have eternal life:” they
have,

1. The substance of it, treasured up for them in
Christ—

[The Lord Jesus Christ is the depository in which eternal
life is placed: as the Apostle says in the preceding context;
“ This 1s the record, that God hath given to us eternal life;
and this life is in his Son.” The Lord Jesus purchased it for
us, by his own obedience unto death: and to him it was
granted, for our use and benefit;  that he might bestow it
on as many as have been given him by the Fatherc.” < In
Him, through the good pleasure of the Father, it dwells; even
all the fulness of it%,” ¢ Whatever can be conceived to be
comprehended in eternal life, to him it is all committed; and
out of his fulness it must be received®.”]

2. A title to it, conferred on them by Christ—

[The Lord Jesus, when he sent forth his Disciples to
reach the Gospel to the whole world, commissioned them to
declare to all, without exception, * He that believeth, and is
baptized, shall be saved.” No one was required to bring any
measure of worthiness with him as a title: on the contrary,
there was to be but one plea for all mankind; namely, the
promise of God to the believing soul. On that all were to
‘Test; and that was to be the one ground of hope to every child

~ ® 1 John ii. 12—14. ¢ John xvii. 2.
- 2 QCol. i. 19, ‘¢ John i, 16.
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of man. Life was to be, “not of works, but of gracef:” and
“ it was to be by faith, that it might be by graces,” The only
thing required on our part, was to receive thankfully what
God offered freely in the Son of his love. In receiving Christ
therefore by faith, we have a title to every thing else; accordin
as it is said, * All things are yours; and ye are Christ’s.”]

3. The actual possession of it, derived to them
from Christ—

(Of this, also, the Apostle speaks strongly, in the pre-
ceding context: ¢ He that hath the Son, hath life: and he
that hath not the Son of God, hath not life:” that is, life is
the exclusive possession of the believing soul. This is no less
plainly affirmed by our Lord himself: ¢ Verily, verily, I say
unto you, He that heareth my words, and believeth in Him
that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into con-
demnation; but is passed from death unto lifer.” = Whatever
is comprehended in all the glory and felicity of heaven, is now
begun in the believer’s soul: *“ He has the witness of it in him-
selfl;” yea, and * the earnest” and foretaste of it¥. In fact,
as an embryo in the womb has all the parts of which manhood
is the perfection, so grace is glory begun; and glory is grace
consummated. ]

But the Scriptures are of yet further use to
believers,

II. To confirm and augment their affiance in him—

It is necessary that they should grow in faith, as
well as in every other grace'. The faith of all should
daily become,

1. More simple in its exercise— _

[The world at large have very little idea how difficult it
is to exercise a pure ¢ unfeigned faith.” It is easy tosay, ¢ I
believe:’ but to ¢ renounce all confidence in the flesh” is in-
conceivably difficult. A stone does not more naturally fall to
the ground, than we cleave to our own wisdom, strength, and
righteousness, as grounds of hope, and sources of acceptance
before God. To derive all from the Lord Jesus Christ, and
depend on Him alone, as an infant on its mother’s care, is the
very summit of Christian perfection. And where is the person
that has attained to it? DBut, to aid us in this attainment, the
Holy Scriptures are of wonderful use: they shew us the ful-
ness that is in Christ, and the emptiness of the creature, that

f Eph. ii. 8. & Rom. iv. 16. h John. y. 24.
i ver. 10. k Eph.i. 13, 14. 1 2 Thess. i. 8,
VOL. XX. N N




546 1 JOHN, V. 13. [2468.

is only as * a broken cistern, that can hold no water:” and they
set before us all the great and precious promises of our recon-
ciled God, who has engaged to ““ work all his works in us,” and
to “ perfect that which concerneth us.” After being made to
feel, in ten thousand instances, the weakness of human nature,
we are made at last to * have our strength in the Lord alonem,”
and to be willing that “his strength should be perfected in our
weakness™.”] |

2. More firm in its actings—

[Our faith, when tried, is apt to waver. Peter, when the
waves began to rise, brought on himself this just rebuke, “ O
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” And Sarah
too *‘ laughed” through unbelief, when, at her advanced age,
she was taught to expect a progeny, and to become a mother
of nations. Yes, and Abraham himself, through the weakness
of his faith, repeatedly desired Sarah to deny her relation to
him, lest an acknowledgment of it should lead to his ruin.
Thus we all find it, when we come into heavy trials. But by
seeing in the Scriptures what God has done for his people in
every age, and what he has engaged to do for them even to
the end of the world, we learn, at last, to trust our God in
all possible circumstances, and to be ¢ strong in faith, giving
glory to God®.”]

3. More uniform in its operations—

[Faith ought not to consist in ac#s, so much as to be one
continued %abit of the mind. The believer should live upon
the Lord Jesus Christ, as a branch upon the vine. Whether
winds or frosts menace its existence, the branch still cleaves
to the stock, and derives from it the sap which is necessary to
its preservation: and so must the believer cleave to the Lord
Jesus Christ ; and say with the Apostle, * I live; yet not I,
but Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who hath loved me,
and given himself for me?.” In himself he must ¢ be dead,”
if I may so speak; and ¢ his life must be hid with Christ in
God:” it is by having ¢ Christ as his life,” that he will insure
his future ¢ appearance with Christ in glory%.”]

APPLICATION—

1. Study then, my brethren, the blessed word of
God— _
~ [* Search the Scriptures,” says our blessed Lord; *for
in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they that

m Eph. vi. 10. n 2 Cor. xii. 9. ° Rom, iv. 20.
P Gal. ii. 20. a Col. iii. 3, 4.
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testify of me™.” Yes, * the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy,” and of the whole Scriptures®. It is in them that
you will behold his whole character portrayed; and by them
will you have his whole work carried on and perfected within
you'. Study them, then, with prayer. Nothing will be gained
from them without prayer. From human compositions, you
may acquire all that they contain by the mere force of intel-
lectual exertion: but the Secriptures are ¢ a sealed book,” till
God himself shall open them to your minds. But, if God
shine upon his word, and enable you to comprehend the truths
contained in it, you will derive from thence such views of
Christ, as shall change you into the Divine image, and * fill
you with all the fulness of God%” ¢ Asnew-born babes, then,
desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow there-

byx."]
2. Apply to yourselves every thing that is the
proper object of faith—

[All the glory of heaven is unfolded in the Scripfures
to the believing soul. Make the Scriptures, then, a ladder,
whereby to ascend to heaven. Go thither, and there ¢ behold
Him that is invisible¥.” There get a sight of his covenant:
there see your own * name written in the Lamb’s book of life.”
There survey the throne prepared for you, with the crown of
glory, and the golden harp already tuned for your touch.
Survey it all as yours—your property, your portion, your
- inheritance. Rise thus upon the wings of faith, and all that

is here on earth will vanish from before your eyes,-or become
like a mere speck in the unbounded regions of space. This is
the proper office of faith; and this is the privilege of the
believing soul, even to have ¢ your conversation in heaven?®;”
and to occupy ‘‘ your seat there with Christ®,” almost as you
will do when you shall be personally dwelling in the realms of
bliss. Verily, it is no mean thing to be a Christian. If you
believe in Christ, ““all things are yours; whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things
present, or things to come, all are yours; and ye are Christ’s,
and Christ is God’s?.”]

r John v. 39. ¢ Rev. xix. 10.

t Eph. v. 26. John xvii. 17. u Eph. iii. 18, 19.
x 1 Pet. ii. 2, ¥y Heb. xi. 27. z Phil. iii. 20.

a Eph, ii. 6. b 1 Cor, iil, 21—23. '
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MMCCCCLXIX.

ANSWERS TO PRAYER.

1 Johnv, 14,15, This is the confidence that we have in him,
that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth
us : and if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we
know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

PRAYER is universally acknowledged to be a
service proper for sinful men to perform; yet few
have any just idea of its efficacy. If a man were to
speak of having received an answer to his prayers,
he would be considered as an enthusiast, who was
deceiving his own soul. Yet it is clear that we are
taught to expect answers from Almighty God, and
that too even in relation to the specific petitions
which we have presented before him. The words
which we have just read abundantly attest this, and
naturally lead me to shew,

I. The confidence which a believer may enjoy in
drawing nigh to God—

He may possess a confidence,

1. Respecting the acceptance of his prayers in
general—

[God has been pleased to make himself known to us
under this very character, “ A God that heareth prayer.”
And in the most explicit terms has he assured us, that * no
man shall seek his face in vain®:” Ask, and ye shall have;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you: for every one that asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh,
findeth; and to him that knocketh, it shall be openedc.” In
truth, if this hope were not held out to us, it would be in vain
to approach our God at all. Thus far, therefore, the world at
large will admit the efficacy of prayer: they will acknowledge
that some good will proceed from it; though their idea is, that
the benefit will acerue rather from the meritoriousness of the
act of prayer, than from any attention paid to the prayer
itself, But we must go further, and assert, that the believer
is warranted to enjoy a confidence also, ]

2. Respecting specific answers to each particular
petition—
a Ps, lxv. 2, b Isai. xlv. 19. ¢ Matt. vii. 7, 8.
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[This is plainly declared in the passage before us, and
therefore it may certainly be expected. But here it will be
proper to mark the different limitations with which the subject
must be understood. If these be not carefully noted, I grant
that much error may prevail in relation to it; but if these be
kept in view, we may take to ourselves all the comfort which
this subject is calculated to convey. '

First, then, the text itself limits our petitions, and supposes
them to be in accordance with the will of God:  If we ask
any thing according to his will.” 1t were absurd to imagine
that we could, by any request of ours, prevail on the Deity to
do any thing which was contrary to his will. This limit, there-
fore, must be admitted of course. Besides, our prayers must
be offered in the name of Jesus Christ. He is our Mediator;
nor is there any access to God for us, except through him.
Hence he himself, in order to the acceptance of our prayers,
requires that they be offered in his named. They must also be
offered up én faith. A man that doubts and ““wavers in his
petitions must not expect to receive any thing from the Lord®.”
Our Lord therefore declares this to be essential ; * Whatsoever
ye ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive’.” And peculiarly
strong is his declaration in another place, where he says,
““ What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them, and ye shall have them&” Our prayers, too,
must be presented with a pure and holy end; not for the
gratification of any unhallowed feeling of our own, but with a
view to the honour of our God®.

Moreover as proper limits must be assigned to our prayers, so
a proper latitude must be conceded to God for his answers to
them. He is not bound in relation to the time when he shall
answer them, or the manner in which he shall answer them.
He may suffer us to wait long before he answers us; that so
we may feel the deeper need of his mercy, and be better pre-
pared to receive it, and be led more devoutly to praise him
when he has answered. In answering us, too, it must be left
to him to grant what, in his infinite wisdom, he may judge
most conducive to our welfare. “ He heard his dear Son
always;” yet he did not take the bitter cup out of his hands;
but enabled him to drink iti, and for his sake took it out of
the hands of a dying world. He did not extract the thorn from
the flesh of his servant Paul; but he made use of it, to prevent
the risings of pride, which would have been an infinitely sorer
plague; and enabled him to rejoice and glory in it, as the
means of honouring more abundantly his Lord and Saviour

d John xiv. 13, 14. and xvi. 23, 26. e Jam. i, 5—7.
f Matt. xxi. 22, g Mark xi. 24. - b Jam, iv. 3.
i Matt. xxvi. 39.
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Jesus Christ®, Even to an angel he refused the specific
request; but * answered him with good and comfortable
words,” which were eventually a more suitable and substantial
blessing .

Take these limitations, then, with respect to our prayers, and
these exceptions respecting God’s answers to them; and then
we need not fear to entertain the confidence described in our
text: we may not only be  sure that God hears us, but we

either have, or shall have, the petitions that we desired of
him,”

And now you will readily see,

II. The encouragement which this affords him to
abound in that duty—

What is there that man can need at the hands of
God? Whatever it may be, he is at liberty to ask
it: and may be confident, that, in answer to his

petitions, it shall be granted to him. Needest thou,
believer,

1. The forgiveness of thy sins?

[Call them to remembrance from thine earliest infancy,
and spread them all before him : fear not, either on account of
their number or malignity; but go with confidence to thy
God, in the name of Jesus; and ‘ he will blot them out as a

morning cloud,” and ¢ cast them all behind him, into the very
depths of the sea™.”]

2. A supply of grace, to sanctify thy soul ?

[Look not at the inveteracy of thy lusts, as though they
- were too great to be subdued ; but look rather at the extent
of God’s gracious promises; and expect that he will enable
you to * cleanse yourselves from all filthiness both of flesh
and spirit, and to perfect holiness in the fear of God=” Re-
strain not prayer before him; and he will transform you into
¢ his perfect image, even from glory to glory,” by the mighty
working of his Spirit, who raised Christ himself from the
dead®” — — —]

3. All the glory and blessedness of heaven ?

[“ Be not straitened in yourselves, my brethren; for ye
are not straitened in God.” He himself says to you, ‘ Open
your mouth wide, and I will fill it?:” and therefore spread
before him your every want, assured that, as he is able, so also

k 9 Cor. xii. 9. ! Zech. i. 12, 13.
m Jsai, xliv. 22. Mic. vii. 19. n 2 Cor, vii. 1.

© 2 Cor. iii. 18. Eph. i. 19, 20. » Ps. Ixxxi. 10.
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is he willing, to * give you exceeding abundantly above all
that ye can ask, or even thinkd” e — —

If it be said, that such confidence is not warranted at this
day, I ask, Are our privileges diminished under the Christian
dispensation? or, Are we less entitled to expect these bless-
ings, than the Jews were, under their less perfect economy ?
I grant, that we are not authorized to expect such wvisible
interpositions as they enjoyed: but ours shall not be a whit
less real, or less certain. We have not the Urimm and Thum-
mim, whereby to consult God, and obtain an answer that shall
be legible by acknowledged marks upon the breast-plate ;
but God will nevertheless hear us when we call upon him;
and cause us also, in doubtful circumstances, to hear a voice
behind us, saying, ¢ This is the way; walk yeinit.” Though
therefore I acknowledge, that, as being under a theocracy,
the Jews enjoyed privileges peculiar to themselves, I affirm
that, so far as those privileges will conduce to our spiritual
welfare, we possess them in as high a degree as ever they
did; and it is our own fault if we avail not ourselves of them,
for the advancement of our souls in peace, in holiness, and in
glory. Did the Prophet Elijah shut and open the windows
of heaven? it is recorded to shew the efficacy of prayer, for
whatever it be made, and by whomsoever it be offered™.]

I would not however conclude without suggest-
ing a caution, in reference to your exercise of this
confidence—

[Take care to exercise it with modesty and holy fear. It
is possible enough to mistake our own feelings for an answer
to prayer; and to persuade ourselves that God is directing
us, when we are following only the imaginations of our own
hearts. I.et us, on all occasions, take the written word for
our guide ; and, in all doubtful circumstancess, wait the issue,
before we presume to refer them to God as expressions of
his will i answer to our prayers. The truth in our text is to
be improved rather for our encouragement to commit our
ways to God, than for the purpose of determining positively
what God has done, or will do. Let us take it with this
limitation, that God will fulfil our requests, if they will really
conduce to our welfare and to his glory; and then we cannot
err, nor can our confidence ever be misplaced.]

a Eph. iii, 20, ' r Jam. v, 16—18.
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MMCCCCLXX.

THE CHRISTIAN'S KNOWLEDGE OF CHRIST.

1 John v. 20. We know that the Son of God is come, and hath
gtven us an understanding, that we may know him that is
true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus
Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

IT is thought by many, that the doctrines of the
Gospel are uncertain speculations, and that the
experience of them in the soul is nothing more than
an enthusiastic conceit. We acknowledge that the
mysteries of religion are in many respects beyond
the grasp of our reason; and that the inward feelings
arising from them can be judged of by those only
in whose bosom they are found: yet neither the one
nor the other can on this account be considered as
uncertain : on the contrary, whenever they are men-
tioned in the Scriptures, they are spoken of as
matters that are plain and unquestionable. In the
text, and the two verses that precede it, the Apostle
thrice repeats the assertion, “We know :"—“ We know
that he that is born of God sinneth not :” *“ We know
that we are of God:” and then, iz reference both to
the Gospel itself, and to his experience of its truth, he
adds a third time, ¢ We 4row that the Son of God is
come,” &c.

From these words we shall be led to notice three
things which Christians know in relation to their
Lord and Saviour:

I. His advent—

The first Christians knew assuredly that the
Messiah was come—

[To state all the grounds of their conviction, would be
superfluous, and indeed impossible in a single sermon. We
shall confine ourselves to those which were most obvious and
incontrovertible, namely, the prophecies that were accomplished
in lum, and the miracles that were wrought by him. When
they saw that so many, so various, so minute, and (to appear-
ance) so contradictory prophecies all united in him, and were

fulfilled by him, they could not doubt but that Jesus was the
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person to whom they all referred. 'When, moreover, they
beheld such numerous, such undoubted, such benevolent, and
sgch_stupendous miracles wrought by him in confirmation of
his word, it was impossible for them to withhold their assent
- to the justice of his claims, unless they were altogether blinded
by Satan and their own lusts.] -

hBut we have, if possible, yet clearer evidence than
they— |

_ [Many of the most remarkable prophecies were either not
quite accomplished, or but just accomplished, when our Lord
died; so that the fulfilment of them might ¢ken be questioned.
But who can doubt whether Daniel’s weeks of years® have not
expired many centuries ago? Who can doubt whether * the
sceptre which was not to depart from Judah, till Shiloh should
comeP,” has not departed long since? Who can doubt whether
the second “ Temple to which the Messiah was to come?®,” has
not long since been demolished? -

But a further and most satisfactory proof of Christ’s Messiah-
ship is, that his Gospel was propagated so extensively, in so
short a time, by such instruments, in opposition to all the
prejudices and passions of mankind; and that, though every
effort of men and devils has been exerted to root out Chris-
tianity from the earth, none have ever been able to prevail
against the Church.

On these grounds then, in addition to the former, we may
say, “ We Znow that the Son of God is come.”]

Moreover, we know also,
I1. His character—

Many had been the impostors who had laid claim
to the title of the Messiah. In opposition to all of
these, the Apostle twice designates our Lord as “the
true, the only true,” Messiah; and, in the close of
the text, specifies more particularly,

I. His personal character—

[Jesus is ¢ the true God.” St. John, more than all the
Apostles, seems to have been studious to assert the divinity of
Christ. 'With this he opens his history of Jesus: “ In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God?” The whole Scriptures also concur to
establish this important doctrine, that hé who was “ a Son
born, was also the mighty God®;” that he was Emmanuel,

a Dan. ix. 24. b Gen. xlix. 10. e Mal, iii. 1.
d John 1. 1. e Isai. ix. C.
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“ God with usf;” even “ God manifest in the fleshs,” yea,
« God over all blessed for ever®.” Nothing can be more clear
than this fundamental point. Indeed the very name, ¢ Son
of God,” so far from militating against his equality with the
Father, was in the apprehension of the Jews themselves an
assertion of that equality?,]

2. His official character—

[Christ, as God, has life in himself essentially*: but he
is also “ the Author of eternal’ salvation” to all hlS followers1
As there is no other God but he, so is there no other Saviour™,
It was he who purchased eternal life for us: none can claim
any part of his glory in this respect: ‘¢ his life was the ransom
paid for us;” and by his obedience unto death we obtain
righteousness and life. Moreover it is he who ¢mparts eternal
life to us: we receive it from him, who ¢ is exalted to give it,”
and from ° whose fulness alone it can be received.” As we
cannot merit it, so neither can we obtain it, by any efforts of
our own: it is purely the gift of God through Christ®: and
Christ, as *° Head over all things to the Church,” bestows it
on whomsoever he will®>. We know from Christ’s own express
assertion (and stronger evidence than that we cannot have),
that he is *‘ the way, the #ruth, and the Zife?;” and to all
eternity shall we ascribe our salvation ¢ to him that loved us,
and washed us from our sins in his own blood4.”]

But it is yet further the privilege of all Christ’s
followers to know,

III. Their interest in him—

The knowledge which his people have of him is
not a mere speculative acquaintance with his history,
but an intimate connexion, or rather, a oneness with
him*. They are “ i~ Christ,”

1. By a federal relation—

[As Adam was a head and representative to all his
descendants, so is Christ to all his spiritual seed®. They have
communion with him in all his transactions upon earth, and in
heaven : they are circumeised in him, baptized in hlm, dead
with him, quickened with him, risen with him, seated in heaven
with him®. We cannot indeed be said to have done or suffered
the same things as Christ, (for to assert that we had fulfilled the

f Matt, 1. 23. & 1 Tim. iii. 16. h Rom. ix. 5.

i John v. 18. ¥ Johni.4. andv.26. ! Heb. v, 9.

m Acts iv. 12. " Rom, vi. 23. ° John v.21. and x. 28.
P John xiv. 6. 4 Rev. i 5, 6. t John xvii, 21.

® 1Cor.xv.22. * Rom. vi. 4, 8, Col. ii. 12, 13, Eph. i, 3, 6.
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law, or made atonement for sin, would be blasphemy,) yet by
virtue of our relation to him as our Head and Representative,
every thing which he either did or suffered, is, as far as respects
the beneficial effects of #t, considered as though we had done or
suffered it: and on this account we may claim, on the footing
of justice as well as of mercy, all that he purchased for us, and
merited on our behalf®.”]

2. By a vital union—

[The union of a member with the head, or of a branch
with the vine7, justly characterizes our union with Christ.
Separate from him, we can do nothing?: we can perform no
one act of the spiritual life, nor bring forth any spiritual fruit.
The body and the soul are not more closely united than Christ
and his people: he lives in them®; he is their very life?; they
are one spirit with him®,

Now this, no less than their federal relation to Christ, is
known to all true Christians. They do not indeed at all times
equally enjoy a sense of it in their minds; but, in proportion
as they live nigh to God in the exercise of faith and love,
they “ have the witness of these things within themselvesd.”
Temptation or sin may so weaken the assurance, that it
shall be scarcely discerned: but when these obstructions are
removed, and the believer is walking closely with God, a holy
confidence will almost invariably crown his labours, and fill his
soul with peace®.]

We shall conclude this subject with answering two
QUESTIONS :

1. How do Christians obtain this knowledge ?

[The text informs us: It is not from human teaching, or
the power of reason, that this light springs up in the soul: it is
Christ who “ gives us an understanding to know him:” He,
who opened the heart of Lydia’, and the understandings of his
own Apostless, enlightens the minds of believers at this day,
and ¢ reveals unto babes and sucklings the things that are
hid from the wise and prudent™” If then we would obtain
this knowledge, let us not lean to our own understanding,
but pray to hirri to open our eyes, and to ¢ guide us into all
truth” — ——

2. What benefit do they derive from it ?

v Rom. iii. 25, 26. 1 John i, 9, x Col. ii, 19,

¥y John xv. 1. z John xv. 5. a (al, ii, 20.

b Col. iii. 4. ¢ 1 Cor. vi. 17. d 1 John v. 10,
e 1 John iii. 21. f Acts xvi. 14. g Tuke xxiv, 45.

h Matt. xi. 25.
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[A merely speculative knowledge of Christianity expands
the mind, and leads it to high and heavenly contemplations.
But no tongue can utter the benefits arising from an experi-
mental acquaintance with Christ: What just views does it give
us of every thing in the world! What peace does it bring into
the conscience! How does it disarm death of its sting! And
what bright prospects does it open to us in the eternal world!
O let a desire after the full blessings of salvation animate us in
our inquiries after truth! Let us seek to have more enlarged
views of Christ, and of our interest in him ; and thus shall we
be prepared for that complete vision of his glory, in com-
parison of which our present knowledge is but as a taper
before the sun.]



3 JOHN.

MMCCCCLXXI.

A MINISTER'S CHIEF JOY.

3 John, 4. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children
walk in truth.

THERE subsists between a minister and his
people a relation which may not unfitly be compared
with that of a father and his children. The meta-
phorical expression of a father is more strictly appli-
cable to those whom a minister “ has begotten
through the Gospel®” but it needs not to be re-
stricted to this sense : it may be used with greater
latitude in reference to those over whom a minister
watches, and for whose benefit he labours, with
parental anxiety, especially where the person to
whom the paternal relation is ascribed is somewhat
advanced in years. It should seem that Gaius, to
whom St. John wrote this epistle, was converted to
the faith by the ministry of Paul®: yet St. John pro-
perly includes him amongst his children, because he
felt the same regard for him as for those who were
the more immediate seals of his own ministry ; the
whole body of his people being in his different
epistles frequently de31gnated by that favourite
appellation®.

Respecting the state of Gaius’ soul, the Apostle
had heard the most satisfactory account; so that he

a 1 Cor,iv. 15. P 1 Cor, 3. 14. ¢ 1 John i 1. and 1i. 18,
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could not shew his anxiety for the bodily health of
Gaius more strongly, than by wishing it to prosper
in every respect®, “ even as his soul prospered.”
Having declared the joy which this information had
afforded him, he states, in general, that he had no
greater joy than what arose from such tidings as
these.

From hence we shall take occasion to shew,

I. What is the great object of a minister’s desire in
behalf of his people—

To bring men to the acknowledgment of the truth
is the first labour of a minister: and, till that has
been effected, no other relation exists between him
and them than that which he has by nature, or that
which he has in common with all mankind. But
when they have embraced the truth, and are become
members of the family of Christ, then the minister
seeks their advancement in the divine life—

[ Christianity, as experienced in the soul, is not a sentiment,
but a habit : it not merely informs the mind, but regulates the
life : and, whilst it introduces ¢ men from darkness unto light,
it turns them also from the power of Satan unto God.” Having
brought souls to an enjoyment of Christ, and to a conformity
to his mind and will, the minister desires to see them walk in
the truth,]

1. Consistently— :

[He longs to behold in them a holy consistency ; a high
state of heavenly affections, and a careful attention to the
duties of morality. Morality however will not satisfy him if
detached from fellowship with God : nor will the most sublime
intercourse with God in prayer and praise approve itself to him,
if it be not accompanied with a conscientious discharge of every
personal and relative duty — — -]

2. Steadily—

[In them he expects to find a steadiness that bids defiance
to temptation, and cannot be diverted from its purpose, either
by the allurements of sense or the terrors of persecution: he
would have his converts to be “steadfast, immoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord®.” A fixedness of mind
he regards as absolutely essential to the Christian character ;
and he is never satisfied with the state of his people unless he

4 aepl wavrww, ver. 2, e 1 Cor. xv. 58.
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find that, in the midst of the severest persecutions, they are
enabled to say, ¢ None of these things move me, neither count
I my life dear unto me, so that I may but finish my course
with joy” ———]

3. Progressively—

[This is implied in the term ¢ walking,” which is a pro-
gressive motion necessary to the Christian life. There is no
possibility of standing still in religion. Our meotion, if not
progressive, must be retrograde. Now, as a parent wishes
to see in his children a gradual advancement towards maturity
both in their bodily and intellectual faculties, so does a minister
long for his people’s progress towards perfection. He hopes
to see in them a more entire devotedness of heart unto their
God and Saviour; evincing itself in a greater spirituality of
mind, an increasing indifference to the things of time and sense,
and a more laborious engagement in every good work — — —
In a word, he wishes to see their progress like that of the sun
in the firmament, ¢ their path shining brighter and brighter
unto the perfect day®.”] | _

The emotions with which St. John beheld this con-
duct in Gaius were most sublime : and such they
will be in every faithful minister; as will appear,
whilst we shew,

II. Whence it is that the attainment of that object
fills him with such exalted joy—

St. John was not inferior to any one of the Apostles
in holy joy. He had been pre-eminently favoured
by his Lord and Saviour, insomuch that he was
known by the name of *“the Disciple whom Jesus
loved.” He had beheld his Lord transfigured on
Mount Tabor, and shining forth in all the glory of
the Godhead. He had lain in the bosom of his
Lord, as on many other occasions, so especially on
that evening, when the commemorative ordinance of
the Lord’s supper was instituted : yet even “ he had
no greater joy than to hear that his children walked
in truth.” Much more therefore may we expect that
ministers, less favoured than he, should have no joy
more exalted than that which the sight or hearing of
their people’s prosperity affords them. This is their
sublimest source of happiness;

f Prov. 1v. 18.



560 3 JOUN, 4. [2471.

1. Because it is by this only that the ends of their
ministry are answered—

[If the minister impart to his children * the sincere milk
of the word,” it is, * that they may grow thereby:” or, if he
set before them ¢ the stronger meat” of the Gospel, it is, that
those who are able to receive it may be the more nourished
and strengthened for their future labours. If he see no growth
in them, ‘“he stands in doubt” whether they have ever been
truly and savingly converted to the faith of Christ; and “he
travails, as it were, a second time in birth with them, until
Christ be fully and visibly formed in thems.” But when
lie beholds the plants, which he is daily watering, thriving,
and diffusing all around the fragrancy of holy and devout
affections, he sees of the travail of his soul and is satisfied : and
what the angels enjoyed at the first symptoms of their conver-
sion, he enjoys from day to day: his very life is bound up in

their welfare ; and “ he then lives, when they stand fast in the
Lord®.”] S

2. Because by this only can God be glorified—

[Nothing brings more dishonour to God than an incon-
sistent conduct in those who profess godliness. The very
name of God is often blasphemed through the misconduct of
those who call themselves his peculiar people. The ungodly
world are not content with condemning the offending indivi-
dual; * they speak evil of the way of truth” itself, as though
that countenanced and even produced the evils that have been
committed. On the other hand, * the person who brings forth
much fruit glorifies God,” and * by his well-doing puts to
silence the ignorance of foolish men.” To a minister who loves
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, and is jealous for the honour
of his name, nothing can be more delightful than to see truth
triumphing over error, and the kingdom of Christ exalted on
the ruins of Satan’s empire. On every fresh report- that is
brought to his ears, he will exclaim,  Hallelujah! for the
Lord God omnipotent reigneth!” — — —]

3. Because without this they can have no hope of
ever meeting their people in the realms of bliss—

[How joyful is the thought of that hour, when the mini-
ster shall go with his people into the presence of his God,
saying, *“ Here am I, and the children thou hast given me!”
And how glorious will be the recompence of his labours, when
he shall *“ have them as his joy and crown of rejoicing” to all
eternity’! If an earthly parent hear of his children, that they
are advancing visibly in every thing that is good, so that,

B Gal. iv. 19, 20. & 1 Thess. iil. 8. i 1 Thess. ii. 19, 20,
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though he have no hope of seeing them in this world, he feels
assured that he shall meet them again at the right hand
of God, and dwell with them for ever in his immediate pre-
sence; the thought of a temporary separation from them is
swallowed up in the joy that the blessed prospect affords him.
So it is with the spiritual Parent, when beholding or hearing
of the prosperity of his children: for he knows that he shall
‘““rejoice in the day of Christ, that he has not run in vain, or
laboured in vain*.”] "

Permit me now to ADDRESS you,

1. In a way of retrospective inquiry—

{What report must I hear of you? What report have
you to give me of yourselves? Has your walk been consistent,
uniform, progressive ? — —— Be assured, I am prepared to
rejoice in your welfare with a truly paternal joy — — —]

2. In a way of prospective admonition—

[Great and manifold are your dangers, whatever pro-
gress you may have made. That you may escape them, ¢ take
heed to God’s word,” and follow the steps of your blessed
Lord: and look to him for all needful strength. ¢ Be strong
in him,” and you shall *be more than conquerors through

him” — ——]

k Phil. ii. 16.
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MMCCCCLXXII.

CHRIST'S COMING TO JUDGMENT.

Jude 14, 15. Enock also, the seventh from Adam, prophe-
sied of these, saying, DBehold, the Lord cometh with ten
thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all, and to
convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken againsi
him.

GOD has had in every age some to testify against
the ungodly, and to warn them of the consequences
of their sin at the future judgment: and though the
faithful execution of this office meets with but ill
returns from an ungrateful world, yet we trust there
will be found, to the end of time, some, who will
gladly suffer reproach or even death itself in the ser-
vice of their God, and in the benevolent attempt to
save their fellow-sinners from destruction. We do
not indeed hear of many, who were witnesses for
God, before the time of Moses; and even his warn-
ings and exhortations were enforced principally with
temporal sanctions: yet the certainty of a future
Judgment was known not only by Moses, but by the
antediluvian world; and was solemnly urged by
Enoch as a motive to repentance. This prophecy 1s
‘not recorded in the Old Testament; but, by what-
ever means St. Jude attained the knowledge of it,
whether by tradition, or by some written memorial,
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or by immediate inspiration, we may be sure that it
was delivered by Enoch; and we may be thankful
that such a precious fragment of inspired truth has
been preserved to us.

It proclaims to us,

I. The manner in which our Lord shall come to
judgment—

Christ, we are assured, is coming to judge the
world—

[There can be no reason to doubt that Enoch referred
to Christ, even to that very “ seed of the woman, who was to
bruise the serpent’s head:” him he represents as coming to
complete his victory over Satan and his agents by calling them
to his tribunal, and by consigning them over to the punishment
they have deserved. The New Testament writers nniformly
speak to the same effect: they declare that it is at the judg-
ment seat of CHRIST we must stand?; that it is Christ who 1s
ordained to be the Judge of quick and dead®; and, that all
judgment is therefore committed unto him, because he is the
Son of man®; or, in other words, that he, who died for sinners,
shall, in that very nature that he assumed for them, be the
immediate author of salvation to his followers and of con-
demnation to his enemies.]

And even the manner of his appearing is here

plainly predicted—

[It is not with ¢ his saints,” but with his koly ones, or
holy angels, that he will come. The saints will not be his
assessors in judgment till they themselves shall have received
their sentence: then indeed ¢ they shall judge angels?;” but
till then, they themselves will stand before him to be judged.
But the holy angels will be his attendants in the clouds of
heaven; all the * myriads” of them shall descend with him
from their blessed abodes, to increase the solemnity of that
day, and to honour him, to whom they owe their very exist-
ence. This accords with the description given by Daniele, by
St. Paulf, and by Christ himselfs, How different will our
Lord’s appearance then be from what it was when he first
visited our guilty world, arid lay a helpless infant in the
manger! and how earnestly should we now exert ourselves

that we may be prepared to meet him!]

2 2 Cor, v. 10. b Acts x.42. ¢ John v. 27.
4 1 Cor. vi. 3. e Dan. vil. 9, 10. f 2 Thess. 1. 7, 8.

g Matt, xxv. 31.
o002
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That our minds may be raised to an expectation
of that day, let us consider,

II. The ends of his coming—

It is not to display his own glory that Christ will
come; but,

1. To pass judgment upon the whole world—

[All, who have ever lived in this wretched world, shall be
summoned before him. The old and the young, the rich and
the poor, will all come forth out of their graves®, and those
that shall be then living upon earth shall be changed in the
twinkling of an eye, and all shall stand together at his tri-
bunali. Kvery one shall then be tried as by fire¥; their
actions shall then be weighed as in a balance; and the most
secret motions of their hearts be brought to light, Then shall
they that are approved, “ have praise of God;” and they that
are disapproved, be driven from his presence. Nor will Jesus
merely pronounce the sentence of condemnation or acquittal,
but he will ““ execute” it himself, either exalting them instantly
to thrones of glory, or casting them headlong into ¢ the lake

that burneth with fire and brimstone.”]
2. To manifest the equity of his decisions—

[Whatever endeavours be now used to shew men their
guilt and danger, they have many things to allege in their own
favour™; nor even ‘*if we could speak with the tongues of
angels,” could we bring home conviction to their hearts. But
Jesus will shew them, beyond all contradiction, the futility of
their excuses: and will prove by such unquestionable evidence
“ the deeds they have committed, the words they have spoken,”
and the thoughts they have entertained, that they shall be
silenced and confounded before him. The ministers, who once
laboured for their salvation, shall then be forced to bear testi-
mony against them: their companions in sin, though to their
own confusion, must also testify of those deeds of darkness,
which they once fondly hoped would be buried in eternal
oblivion. The very places, where their most secret iniquities
were committed, should rather stand forth to accuse them,
than that they should escape with impunity® Above all,
“ Grod himself will be a swift witness against them?,” and will
so thoroughly  convince” them of all their sins, whether of

b Rev. xx. 12, 13. i1 Cor. xv. 51, 52,

x 1 Cor. iii. 13. T Rom. ii. 16, :

m They will impute their negligence to their situation im life, to
necessity, or to any thing rather than the true cause, their own utter
aversion to God and holiness. - '

» Hab. ii. 11. ° Mal. iii, 5.
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commission or of omission, that they shall be constrained to
acknowledge the equity of that sentence, which dooms them
to everlasting burnings. Iven in hell wil! they be compelled
to say, *“ Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy
judgments?.”]

INFER—

L. How needful is it that we should instantly begin
our preparation for that day!

[Five thousand years ago the prophet spake of Jesus as
so near at hand, that it seemed as if he were already comed;
and it is in this way that all, whether Prophets or Apostles,
have been inspired to speak. So strongly did St. Paul express
himself on this subject that the Thessalonians conceived the
judgment-day to be almost immediately at hand®. Iu the
same manner must we say, ‘“ The Lord is at hand;” “ the
Judge is at the door®” He surely is coming as soon as ever
the events that are ordained to precede his advent shall have
received their accomplishment. And with respect to us, it
signifies little whether it be near or distant, since as death
leaves us, judgment will find us. Is it not even madness then
to delay our repentance, since we cannot tell but that death
may come within the next year, or day, or hour? Beloved,
shall your Lord come, and find you sleeping? Is he hastening
towards you, and will you not prepare to meet him? O awake
from your slumbers, and turn to him with your whole hearts;
that so you may “ have confidence before him at his coming.”]

2. How desirable is it to possess an interest in
Christ ! |

[It surely is not necessary to prove that we are ungodly,
since we have all sinned, times without number, in thought,
word, and deed, against the Divine Majesty. Whither then
shall we go for the remission of our sins? How shall we get
our iniquities blotted out from the book of his remembrance ?
QOur tears, even if we could shed rivers of tears, will never
avail for this end: nothing but the blood of Jesus can ever
cleanse us from the guilt of one sin: and, if we be not washed
in that fountain, we shall die in our iniquities, and lie under
the guilt of them for ever. Let us then seek an interest in
Christ. Let us never attempt to substitute any repentance
or reformation of our own, in the place of his meritorious
blood and righteousness: but let it be our one desire to * be
found in him,” and to obtain from him those garments of -
salvation, which alone can ‘ cover the nakedness” of our
guilty souls®]

? Rev. xvi. 7. a AABe. r 2 Thess. ii. 2.
s Phil. iv. 5. Jam. v. 9. t Rev. iii. 18.
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3. With what confidence and comfort may be-

lievers look forward to the coming of their Lord!
[Whom will they have for their judge but the very person
who bought them with his blood? the very person in whom
they have believed ; and to whom they cleaved with full pur-
pose of heart? Be it so then; the catalogue of their sins shall
be produced, a catalogue reaching, as it were, from heaven to
earth; and they shall not have one word to offer in arrest of
judgment: yet, will the Saviour pass a sentence of condemna-
tion upon them ? Will he not himself stand forth and testify,
““ I saw their deep contrition; I treasured up their tears in
my vial; I was witness to their frequent sighs and groans, and
to their cries for mercy through my atoning blood:” ¢ Deliver
them from going down into the pit; I paid their ransom:”
they were mine; and they manifested that they were mine?,
by their obedience to my will, and their conformity to my
image: * Come, ye blessed children of my Father, inherit my
kingdom prepared for you?” Fear not then, ye weak and
trembling saints; but rather ““be looking for and hasting to
the coming of the day of Christ*:” ye shall surely stand
before him with joy; while they, who once justified their un-
godliness, and thought, that to be among the godly was a fit
matter for derision, shall bewail their folly, and confess the
equity of the sentence that fixes you in heaven, and themselves
in hell. Remember then with gratitude that you are to have
Jesus for your judge; and when he says, *Behold, I come
quickly,” let your hearts reply, * Even so, come Lord Jesus?.”]

U God represents himself in this very light. Jer. xxxi. 18—20.
x 2 Pet. iii. 12, ¥ Rev. xxii. 20.

MMCCCCLXXIIL
THE CHRISTIAN’S DUTIES.

Jude 20, 21. But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves
in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life.

IN every age there has prevailed in the Church a
proneness to depart both from the principles and
- practice of the Gospel. St.Jude in his day, writing
~to the whole Christian Church respecting ¢ their
common salvation,” says, it was needful for him to
write to them, and to exhort them all to contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.”
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At the same time he declares, that “ ungodly men
had crept in amongst the saints,” and had not only
grievously dishonoured the Gospel, but had “ turned
the very grace of God itself into lasciviousness,” and
vindicated their licentious practices as allowed and
sanctioned by the Gospel of Christ®. Against the
influence of such pernicious examples, the Apostle
was anxious to preserve all who yet maintained their
Integrity. He bade them remember, that the Apostles
of our Lord had from the beginning taught them to
expect, that such hypocrites and apostates would
arise®: and he exhorted them so to walk before God,
that they might hold fast their steadfastness even to
the end. The directions which he gave them were
such as could not but approve themselves to their
judgment, and commend themselves to their inmost
souls. The same dangers to the Church are existing
still ; and the same directions therefore are necessary
for us, as well as for those in the apostolic age.
Permit me then to call your attention to them:

I. To the two former, as instrumental to your wel-
fare—

“ Build up yourselves, brethren, on your most
holy faith”—

[Tt is here supposed that you have embraced the faith, and
that you are standing upon the true foundation which God
himself has laid in Zion. But you must not be satisfied with
having believed in Christ: for St. Paul says, “ As ye have re-
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him, rooted and
built wp in kim, and established in the faith, as ye have been
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving®.” Your faith is
verily a ““most holy faith:” in its nature, in its tendency, and
in all its practical effects, it is *“ most holy ;" and to build up
yourselves more and more upon it is your bounden duty. Seek
then to advance continually in the knowledge of if, in all its
bearings, and in all its relations. View the whole mystery as
planned by Infinite Wisdom, and formed into a covenant of
grace; the Father undertaking to accept an atonement in our
behalf; the Son engaging to offer that atonement in his own
sacred person; and the Holy Spirit engaging to bring to Christ
those who should be given him of the Father, and those whom
he should purchase with his most precious blood. Eternity

a vyer, 3, 4. b yer. 17, 18. ¢ Col.ii. G, 7.
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itself will not suffice to explore the wonders contained in this
mystery; and therefore, like the holy angels, we should inces-
santly be searching into it, with a view to comprehend, as far
as our limited capacities can reach, the wisdom of God dis-
played in it —-~— —

We should seek to grow also in a simple reliance on the
Gospel of Christ, as of itself perfectly suited to us, and alto-
gether sufficient for the necessities of the whole world. It is
impossible ever to be too jealous upon this head; since the
mixing of any thing with this foundation will subvert it
utterly, and make void all that Christ has done and suffered
for usd — — —

In a realizing sense of its excellency, we should also be
making higher and higher attainments. There is a rest of the
mind, and a satisfaction of the soul, which it is our privilege
to possess; and which, in its sublimer actings, approximates
very nearly to the felicity of the saints above. There is no
measure of this in which we should rest. We are told, that,
by believing in Christ, we may be elevated to *“a joy that is
unspeakable and full of glory, and may already (by anticipa-
tion) receive the end of our faith, even the salvation of our
soyls® "— — —

Yet not in these respects only, but in every possible view,
we should “ be building up ourselves on our most holy faith,”
and be daily manifesting our progress, and * making our pro-
fiting to appear ” to all around us.]

At the same time be praymg continually in the
Holy Ghost”—

[Of ourselves we can do nothing: our sufficiency even for

a good thought, must be of God alonef: and from him it must
he sought by earnest prayer. ¢ He will be inquired of by us,
hefore%\e will do for us ” what in his covenant of grace he has
promised to us€. If we ask not, we cannot have®: but, if we
ask in faith, we shall have our joy increased to the fulll. We
must therefore go to God continually; seeking from hlm in
the first instance the * Spirit of grace and supplications®,” by
whose gracious influences alone we can approach him in an
acceptable manner, and pray to him as we ought. ¢ That
blessed Spirit will help our infirmities;” and though he may
not give us that fluency of utterance, or that enlargement of
heart, which we may desire, ‘“ he will make intercession in us
with groanings which cannot be utteredl,” but which will enter
the ears of our heavenly Father, “ who knoweth the mind of

4 Gal. v. 2, 4, e 1 Pet. 1. 8, & f 2 Cor. iil. 3.
8 Ezek. xxxvi, 87. B Jam. iv, 2. i John xvi. 24.
k Zech. xii. 10. I Rom. viii, 26.
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the Spirit®,” and will answer the petitions which are so
dictated by him. | -

We are not indeed to expect any miraculous aid from the
Holy Spirit: but a gracious influence we may expect; as St.
Paul says, * Pray always with all prayer and supplication in
the Spirit®.” Nor need we be concerned whether we address
our God in words conceived at the moment, or in a pre-com-
posed form : it is the frame of mind which God regards: and,
if that be spiritual, our prayer, even though it consist only of
a sigh, or a groan, shall come up with acceptance before him ¢,
and shall bring down into our souls all the blessings both of
grace and glory.

‘Whilst then we are building up ourselves on our most holy
faith, we must be ¢ pouring out our hearts before him”
through the assistance of his good Spirit, and be bringing
down from him such communications of grace and strength as
our daily necessities require.]

The beneficial tendency of the two former direc-
tions being thus clear and manifest, let me call your
attention,

II. To the two latter, as perfective of your welfare—
“ Keep yourselves in the love of God "—

[This was primary in the mind of the Apostle : the two
preceding being urged only as conducive to ¢f. And certainly
this is the great object which every Christian should keep in
view, and at which he should aim day and night. To have a
sense of ¢ God’s love shed abroad in the heart?;” to ‘ have
the light of his countenance lifted up upon us?;” tobe going
to him continually as a Father®; to “ walk with him,” as
Enoch did®; and, like Abraham, to commune with him as a
friend®; to ‘‘ set him always before us®;” to have no wish or
desire but to please him*; to be ** delighting ourselves in
him7,” as our God, our portion, our eternal great reward?:
this is our wisdom; ¢his is our happiness; ¢his is our security.
If we descend-on lower ground, we are open to all manner of
assaults: but who can reach us there? Who can break through
to harm us, when we are “ dwelling in God, and God is
dwelling in us2?” We are ¢ encompassed as with a wall of
fire?;” we are in a fortress that is absolutely impregnable©:
we inay defy the whole universe to ‘‘ separate us from his
loved.”]

m Rom. viii. 27. n Eph. vi. 18. ° Ps. xxxviii. 9
Pp Rom. v. 5. 4 Numb. vi. 26. r Rom, vitl. 15.
5 Gen. v. 24, t Jam. ii. 23. u Ps. xvi. 8.
x Col. i, 10. Heb. xiii. 21, ¥y Ps. xxxvil. 4.
z Gen, xv. 1. a 2 Cor. vi. 16. b Zech. ii, 5.

¢ Prov. xviii. 10. d Rom. viii. 39.
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Let me then especially urge upon you this important duty.
Live not at a distance from God: rest not in a formal acknow-
ledgment of him: but endeavour to * walk worthy of him
unto all pleasing :” get back, as far as possible, to the state of
man in Paradise; and labour to walk as on the very borders
- of the eternal world. My beloved brethren, ‘ let your con-
versation be thus in heaven¢:” and let all the faith which you
exercise, and every prayer that you utter, be, as it were, a
breeze to fill your sails, and bear you forward to your desired
haven; that “ so you may never fall, but have an abundant
entrance ministered unto you into the kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christf”]

““ Look also for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ
unto eternal life”—

[However close your walk with God may be, you must
not on that account lean in the least degree to your own
righteousness, but must rely entirely on the mercy of God in
Christ Jesus, and expect “ eternal life solely as the gift of
God for Christ’s sakes.” And for this you must be waiting,
looking, longing, in a state of constant preparation, and of
eager expectation. The very perfection of the Christian state
on earth 1s this, to be * looking for and hasting unto the coming
of the day of God™” Of many in the Corinthian Church the
Apostle says, ¢ they came behind in no gift, waiting for the
coming ‘of our Lord Jesus Christl” Do ye then aspire after
the same blessed attainment. ¢ Let your loins be girt, and
your lamps trimmed, and yourselves as those who wait for the
coming of the heavenly Bridegroom;” that, when he shall come,
you may “ enter in with him to the marriage feast.” Whilst
you are in such a frame as this, all earthly things will lose
their influence; and all attempts, whether of men or devils,
to retard your progress be in vain. From my inmost soul
therefore I would offer in behalf -of you the prayer which
St. Paul offered for the Thessalonian Church, the prayer
which so remarkably coincides with that of St. Jude in my text,
“ The Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and a
patient waiting for Christk.”] : ’

"APPLICATION—

[Settle it in your minds that ¢Ass is true religion — — —-
This is the state in which it is both your duty and your privi-
lege to live — — — and so living you are sure of mercy, and
cannot fail of attaining that eternal life which the Lord Jesus
Christ has purchased for you — — —]

~© Phil. i, 20, f 2 Pet. i. 10, 11. & Rom. vi. 23.
‘b 2 Pet. iii. 12. i1Cor.1.8. k 2 Thess. iii. 5.
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MMCCCCLXXIV.
AN ASCRIPTION OF':.PRAISE TO JEHOVAH.

Jude 24, 25. Now wunlo him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of
his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our
Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and ever. Amen.

BY many this Doxology is considered as addressed
to the Lord Jesus Christ: but though it is certain
that by all the heavenly choir our most adorable
Saviour is worshipped as one with the Father, with-
out any distinction whatsoever, and that he is to be
honoured in all respects by us precisely as the Father,
yet we must be cautious never to strain any portion
of Scripture for the purpose of honouring him; for,
if we do, we give advantage to those who deny his
proper Divinity, to represent all our worship of him
as unauthorized and erroneous. The more fully we
are assured of any doctrine, the more careful we
should be not to establish it on a weak foundation;
lest, when the foundation on which we have indis-
creetly built is shaken, we be led to doubt the truth
of the doctrine itself. Of the Divinity of our blessed
Lord we have no more doubt than of any other truth
of our holy religion: but in the passage before us
we apprehend, that it is not to Him in particular that
this Doxology is addressed, but to the Father. For,
in several other passages, the Father beyond all doubt
is addressed, and under the same character as is here
described.  St. Paul concludes his Epistle to the
Romans thus: “ Now to him that is of power to
stablish you, . . . .. to God only wise, be glory
through Jesus Christ for ever®” In the Epistle to
the Ephesians he again speaks in similar terms:
¢ Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think, unto him be
glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout all
ages, world without end®” So again, in his First
Lpistle to Timothy he says, “ Now unto the King

& Rom. xvi. 25, 27, b Eph. iil. 20, 21.
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eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen®.” Those
who would apply our text to Christ, think that it
must refer to him, because he alone (as they ima-
gine) presents his Church before the presence of his
Father’s glory: as it is said, “ He loved the Church
and gave himself forit, ... .. that he might present
it to himself a glorious Church, &c.*” But the very
same thing is spoken of the Father also, of whom it
is said, that, ‘““by Christ, the Father reconciled all
things to himself, . . . .. even in the body of his flesh
through death, to present us holy and unblameable
and unreprovable in his sighte” I consider the text
therefore as addressed to the Father: and, in order
to a suitable improvement of it, will set before you,

I. The character of Jehovah as here described—

His wisdom and his power are altogether infinite :
and we might, not improperly, speak of those two
perfections as they are delineated in the Holy Scrip-
tures. But I conceive, that, though mentioned gene-
rally in the text, we should notice them not as existing
in himself, but as exercised towards lus Church.

Wonderful is the wisdom which he has displayed in
his dealings with his people—

[Contemplate the plan of salvation through the incarnation
and death of his only-begotten Son — — — What unfathom-
able depths of wisdom are here? — — — Well is it called,
“ The wisdom of God in a mystery!” To contemplate that,
will be the employment of eternity.

Nor, if we entered into his particular dispensations towards
his people, would this perfection appear in less bright colours;
so “ unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding
out.” The experience of every saint will furnish abundant
matter for adoration through all eternity; for ¢ he has
abounded towards every one of them in all wisdom and
prudence” — — —]

~ Nor is the power which he exercises towards them
less stupendous—

[View the temptations with which every saint is beset
— — —- the enemies, even all the hosts of hell, with whom he
has to contend — — — his utter incapacity to do any thing

¢ 1 Tim, i, 17. 4 Eph. v. 25, 27. ¢ Col. i, 19—22,
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of himself — — -— and yet his conflicts, his victories, and his
triumphs — —— — Must ‘not that power be wonderful that is
able to keep him, and effectual for his preservation even to the
end? Yes verily, it is no less a power than that which was
put forth to raise the Lord Jesus Christ himself from the dead,
and to exalt him above all the principalities and powers both
of heaven and hellf.] S

It is by the united and continued exercise of these
two perfections, that he becomes * our Saviour "—

[In the name of * Saviour” he glories; and under that
character he loves to be viewed by us. His perfections would
indeed be the same, though never put forth for us, any more
than for the fallen angels: but, as they are so exercised for
our welfare, it becomes us to contemplate them in that parti-
cular view, and to render to him the praise which such mani-
festations of them demand. Reflect a moment on him as a
¢ Saviour!” not merely as preserving us in our conflicts here,
but as * presenting us faultless before the presence of his
glory” in the world above —— — -— One moment’s reflection
upon his character in that view, will abundantly suffice to
shew you,]

II. The dispositions with which it should be con-

templated—

Beyond all doubt our hearts should be lifted up
with devoutest affection towards him, as the Apostle’s
was ; and should be filled, :

1. With love—

[Review the character before described, and say, whether,
though you yourselves were not the objects of his care, the
very existence of those perfections ought not to endear him to
your souls? How much more then, when from all eternity
they have been consecrated to your service, and destined to be
exercised for your good! — ——1 call you then to love him,
with all your heart, and all your mind, and all your soul, and
all your strength — — —]

2. With gratitude—

[Go to the world above, and see and hear how all the
glorified saints are occupied around the throne : what songs of
praise are they singing night and day to God, and to the Lamb!
How do they all labour for utterance; and, by the very accu-
mulation of the terms by which they strive to evince their
gratitude, shew how inadequate even the language of heaven
itself is to express the feelings of their hearts® —-— — Thus

f Eph. i. 19—21. g Rev. v. 9—13.
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then should it be with us: our whole life should be, as theirs
is, one continued song of praise and thanksgiving® — —
Only consider what would have been your state at this hour,
and to all eternity, if less wisdom or power had been put forth
for you, and you will need no inducement to ascribe to him the
glory due unto his name.]

3. With affiance—

[Where will you look for help, if not to him? Of whom
besides can it be said that he has either wisdom or power to do
such great things for you? With him alone is either wisdom
or might sufficient for you. Go then to him: spread before
him your every want: expect from him a supply in every hour
of need, a supply suited to your wants and suflicient for your
necessities. Never for a moment entertain a doubt of his
kindness, his care, his all-sufficiency : for he is God, and not
man ; and therefore ye have not been consumed hitherto,
nor shall any enemy prevail against you. Only bear in mind
that  He is for you;" and you may defy all' the assaults both
of earth and-hell.] .

ConcrLusioN—

[At the close of his Doxology, the Apostle adds, Amen,
Do ye also add, Amen, in the very same spirit as he did, and
in the same spirit that the angelic hosts are doing it above.
And seek to live in this spirit every day, and all the day long.
Then, when death shall call you hence, you shall change your
place, but not your employment; your sorrows, but not your

songs. ]
h Ps, exlv. 1—7.

END OF YOL. XX.
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