A Quarterly for Church Leadership

VOLUME 11 . NUMBER2 . SPRING 2002




Reformation & Revival Journal (ISSN 1071-7277), (U.S.P.S. 011-791), is published quar-
terly, for $28 per year, or $48 for two years, by Reformation & Revival Ministries, Inc.,
630 Paxton Place, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188-9244. Second-class postage has been
paid at Carol Stream, Illinois, and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to Reformation & Revival Journal, P.O. Box 88216, Carol Stream, Illinois
60188-0216. ’

Reformation & Revival Journal is indexed in Christian Periodical Index and ATLA Religion
Database, published by the American Theological Library Association, 250 S. Wacker
Dr., 16th FIr.,, Chicago, IL 60606, E-mail: atla@atla.com, http://www.atla.com/.

Reformation & Revival Journal is published four times each year by Reformation &
Revival Ministries, Inc., a not-for-profit teaching ministry organized in the state of
Ilinois in 1991. The ministry is committed to the Scriptures of the Old and New Tes-
taments as the infallible Word of God and is in essential agreement with the confes-
sional statements of historic Reformation theology. The purpose of this ministry is
centered in its name:

1. To encourage reformation in local Christian churches worldwide.
2. To promote the cause of revival and spiritual awakening through prayer and
the provision of resources to aid Christian leaders.

Subscription rates are $28 for one year, $48 for two years. Special full-time student
rate is $16 for one year. Please remit in U.S. currency only. For overseas orders add $4
for each year for postage. Canadian subscribers add $2 per year for additional
postage. Back issues and single issues are $8 each. To order in other currencies contact
the names below:

Australian subscriptions available through:
Reformation & Revival Ministries (Australia)
¢/o Malcolm Bouchard
110 Marshall Road
Rocklea, Qld. 4106

United Kingdom subscriptions available through:
Reformation & Revival Ministries (UK)
¢/o Tony Ruston
2 Caxton House, Wellesley Road
Ashford, Kent TH24 8ET, England o Phone: 01-233-662262

Canadian subscriptions available through:
Reformation & Revival Ministries (Canada)
¢/o Don B. Cook
2113 Victoria Avenue E
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7C 1E4 e Phone: (807) 622-2325

Correspondence concerning articles, editorial policy, books for review, suggest-
ed manuscripts, and subscriptions should be addressed to the editor. Comments are
welcome.

The conviction of the staff and editors of the Reformation & Revival Journal is
that awakening, of the kind seen in the First Great Awakening in America, wedded to
the doctrinal concerns of the historic Protestant Reformation as expressed in the terms
sola scriptura, sola gratia, and sola fide, is needed in our generation.

The views expressed in this publication should be considered as the personal
opinions of the authors and are not to be taken as an official editorial perspective.

ISSN 1071-7277 Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permis-
sion. All rights reserved.

REFORMATION & REVIVAL JOURNAL

A Quarterly Journal for Church Leadership

Published by Reformation & Revival Ministries, Inc.
P.O. Box 88216, Carol Stream, Illinois 60188-0216
(630) 980-1810

Editor-in-Chief: Contributing Editors:
John H. Armstrong Joel R. Beeke
] Timothy Beougher
Editor: Donald G. Bloesch
Harold O. J. Brown
Stephen Board David E Bryant
: o Bryan Chapell
Associate Editors: David S. Dockery
Ardel Caneday Eifion Evans
Mark Coppenger 112011 G}fr%néton
imothy F. George
T. M. Moore Michael J. Glodo
Thomas N. Smith Victor R. Gordon
Luder Whitlock John D. Hannah
toc Michael A. G. Haykin
Managing Editor: {\(I)}in M?;OIQ‘IHOdges
] . elson D. Kloosterman
Anita Armstrong Erwin W. Lutzer

Design and Production:
Ragont Design

Subscriptions Managers:

Horst Fiebig
Robert Mulder

Ralph MacKenzie
Bassam Madany
Gerald A. McDermott
Andrew T. B. McGowan
Charles H. McGowen
David P. Mills

Peter Moore

Ken Myers

Roger Nicole

Thomas C. Oden
Kevin Offner

Hughes Oliphant Old
James I. Packer
Richard Pratt

Leland Ryken

P. Andrew Sandlin
Thomas Schreiner
Tom Schwanda

H. E. Singley

C. Samuel Storms
Travis Tamerius
Robert E. Webber
Tom Wells

Parker T. Williamson
Monte Wilson

David E Wright

Terrv Yount



TABLE OF CONTENTS

REFORMATION & REVIVAL JOURNAL

Introduction
John H. Armstrong - 7

Theme Articles

Sounding the Alarm: N. T. Wright and Evangelical Theology
Travis Tamerius 11

N. T. Wright and Reformed Theology: Friends or Foes?
Rich Lusk 35

A Study of Justification by Faith
Don Garlington 55

Justification by Faith Alone
Norman Shepherd 75

Jonathan Edwards and Justification by Faith
Brandon Withrow 93

Articles

Reflections on Ministry and its Rekindling: 2 Timothy 1:1-17
Gerald R. McDermott 111

Lutheranized Calvinism: Gospel or Law, or Gospel and Law
P. Andrew Sandlin 123

Departments

The RR] Interview with N. T. Wright, Part Two 137
Annotated Bibliography 155
Ministry Resources
Review Article 159
Apostles of Rock
Book Reviews _ 165
The Way of Wisdom
America’s Real War
Book Briefs ' 173
Final Thoughts 182



INTRODUCTION

John H. Armstrong

he concept of justification is specifically grounded in the
/ biblical language of righteousness (Greek: dikaiosuné).
Thus New Testament scholar Ralph P. Martin is correct when
he notes that this word, when “applied to human beings, con-
notes the status of being in the right when tested or judged by
God.” In the Old Testament the condition of righteousness
was at the very center of covenantal relationship with Yahweh.
In the New Testament the term takes on added eschatological
content (e.g., Romans 2 and 9-11). Without these biblical cat-
egories the concept tends to miss several important New Tes-
tament truths. :
Since the time of Martin Luther (1483-1546) debate over
the meaning of justification has been intense. Tight battle
lines-are still drawn. Some Reformed/Lutheran evangelicals
believe any attempt to rethink this issue will lead to certain
heresy. Meanwhile, many Catholics continue to trust in their
own “merit” to put them right with God. (Many Protestants
do the same, but by trusting in the sacraments or in their
church membership without explicit faith in Christ alone!)
Confessional Protestants, following Luther’s understandable
reaction against the idea that human effort contributes any-
thing to one’s acceptance before God, argue for an exclusively
forensic idea. Luther held that justification was granted to
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believing people solely on the basis of their response (sola
fide). This response brought the imputation of Christ’s merits.
(Note how prominent the idea of “merit” is in this debate.) In
Luther's emphasis, stress is placed upon justification being
only a legal declaration of the divine court. It has nothing to
do with relational concepts. This is a declaration that says I
am not guilty because of Christ’s imputed righteousness for
me. The result of this position has generally been to treat jus-
 tification in strictly personal ways that forbid it to have any-
thing to do with “the works of the Spirit,” union with Christ
or the new covenant community. Meanwhile, Roman
Catholics, under the influence of Thomas Aquinas (and St.
Augustine too) still argue for an internal transformation that
confuses justification with sanctification. The result of this
confusion is sad. Few practicing Catholics understand that
God accepts them into his family solely on the basis of Christ’s
work and God's grace.

In Paul, justification by faith is clearly a relational concept.
The objections made over the centuries regarding legal fiction,
* carry some weight. If, however, the concept is properly rooted
in relationships it “carries for Paul a dynamic nuance of a new
attitude of God to human beings, as of humans to God,
which in both instances leads to a chain of events” (Ralph P.
Martin).

I believe the time is right for biblical theology to correct
errors on both sides of this historic divide. My sympathies are
clearly Protestant and decidedly evangelical. My concerns are
biblical and pastoral. My prayer is for genuine reformation
and real revival, which is properly anchored in the grace of
God alone. :




