Reformation
Revival

H n

A Quarterly Journal for Church Leadership

Volume 6, Number 2 © Spring 1997




Reformation & Revival Journal (ISSN 1071-7277), (U.S.P.S.
011-791), is published quarterly, for $24 per year, or $40 for
two years, by Reformation & Revival Ministries, Inc., 630
Paxton Place, Carol Stream, Illlinois - 60188-9244. Second-
class postage has been paid at Carol Stream, lllinois, and
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to Reformation & Revival Journal, P.O. Box 88216,
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188-0216. '

This Journal is indexéd in Christian Periodical Index.

Reformation & Revival Journal

A Quarterly Journal for Church Leadership

Published by

Reformation & Revival Ministries, Inc.
P.O. Box 88216

Carol Stream, Illinois 60188-0216
(630) 6534165

Editor: John H. Armstrong
Associate Editors: Donald E. Anderson
Thomas N. Smith

Design and Production: Jennifer McGuire
Subscriptions Manager: Stacy Armstrong

Reformation & Revival Journal is published four times
each year by Reformation & Revival Ministries, Inc., a
not-for-profit teaching ministry organized in the state of
Illinois in 1991. The ministry is committed to the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments as the infallible Word of God
and is in essential agreement with the confessional state-
ments of historic Reformation theology. The purpose of this
ministry is centered in its name:

1. To encourage reformation in the local Christian churches
worldwide,

2. To promote the cause of revival and spiritual awakening
through prayer and the provision of resources to aid
Christian leaders.




Information

Subscription rates are $24 for one year, $40 for two years.
Special Full-time student rate is $16 for one year. Please remit
in US. currency only. For overseas orders add $4 for each
year for postage. Canadian subscribers add $2 per year for
additional postage. Back issues and single issues are $8 each.
To order in other currencies contact the names below:

Australian subscriptions available through:
Reformation & Revival Ministries (Australia)
% Mr. Malcolm Bouchard
110 Marshall Road
Rocklea 4106 Phone: 7275-3239
United Kingdom subscriptions available through:
Reformation & Revival Minstries (UK)
% Rev. Graham Hind
13 New Road

Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA61 ITU Phone: 01437-763588 -

Canadian subscriptions available through:
Reformation & Revival Minstries (Canada)
% Rev. Don B. Cook
2113 Victoria Avenue E
Thunder Bay, Ontario P7C 1E4

Correspondence concerning articles, editorial policy,
books for review, suggested manuscripts, and subscriptions
should be addressed to the editor. Comments are welcome.

The conviction of the staff and editors of the Reformation
& Revival Journal is that awakening, of the kind seen in the
First Great Awakening in America, wedded to the doctrinal
concerns of the historic Protestant Reformation as expressed
in the terms sola scriptura, sola gratia,and sola fide, is needed
in our generation. .

The views expressed in this publication should be con-
sidered as the personal opinions of the authors and are not
to be taken as an official editorial perspective.

ISSN 1071-7277 All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise marked, are taken
from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE, © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971,
1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.

Table of Contents

Reformation & Revival Journal

Editor’s Introduction 9
John H. Armstrong

Whatever Happened to Heaven? 11
John Blanchard

Evangelical Annihilationism in Review 37

James I. Packer

Reigning with Christ: Revelation 20:1-6 and the
Question of the Millennium 53
Donald Garlington

Paul’s Theology of Israel’s Future:
A Nonmillennial Interpretation of Romans 11 101
Lee Irons

Releasing the Hostage: Giving the Apocalypse
Back to the Church 127
Thomas N. Smith

Escapism 147
Monte Wilson

Warfield, Chafer, and the Reformed Tradition:
A Question of Historical Perspective 155
Gary W. Johnson

Pastoring in the Light of Eternity 163
Larry E. McCall

Review Articles 179
Book Reviews 197




Editor’s Introduction

John H. Armstrong

he subject of “the future” has always interested

humans. Indeed, one might say this interest is clearly
one, among many, which distinguishes humans from other
life forms on our planet. We, unlike any other species, have
a profound desire to know about “the end.”

Plainly, men and women have wondered about the end of
the world since time immemorial. They have discussed how
and when the end will come. They have speculated, argued
and predicted. As much as modern science has been taken
up with explanations of the earth’s beginning, so modern
doomsayers and spiritual guides are seemingly compelled to n
consider the fate of this amazing planet and its inhabitants.

From Greek mythology through the time of Noah and
Abraham, to the Montanists in the second century who fully
expected the New Jerusalem to descend literally from heav-
en onto Phrygian soil, people have been intensely interest-
ed in the end. Even the great theologian Tertullian wrote of
a walled city seen in the sky above Jerusalem early every
morning for forty days. Like people throughout the world,
and down through history, the great Tertullian was swept
along in eschatological excitement. Augustine, the greatest
theologian of the church fathers in the West, observed the
fall of the Roman Empire and thus gave himself to the devel-
opment of important prophetic writings. People have
always discussed the end of history. Moderns are no excep-
tion.

For Christians the subject of last things has always, to
varying degrees, been one rooted in the interpretation of
certain texts of Holy Scripture. Yet the myriad of ways in
which Christians have understood the related texts displays
the radically different ways in which they have interpreted
the Bible. The issue is not, generally speaking, one in which
one view holds to the Bible while the other is “liberal” or
rejects the authority of the written Word.
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In all of this one thing is certain: since the first century
Christians have agreed that Jesus Christ is coming back at
the end of this age. What has never been profoundly clear,
and what has caused significant disagreement, is how and
when. Devout believers, who have a high view of the suffi-
ciency and authority of the Scriptures, have argued that
“the Millennium” passage (Rev. 20:1-6) must be taken literal-
ly and nonliterally. Among those who take the “literal”
view—that this passage refers to an actual 1,000 years of
history—some have held that this period must come before
Christ’s return at the end of this age, while others have
insisted that the coming of Christ must precede the 1,000
years. In addition to this debate regarding the Millennium,
other Christians have argued that the coming of Christ has
two “stages” (or parts), with Christ coming “for the church”
and then later coming “in judgment” upon the world. They
separate the coming of Christ by a significant time period-
(e.g., seven years, three-and-a-half years, or some months
prior to God’s wrath being poured out, etc.).

All of this confusion and disagreement between the vari-
ous schools, or systems, of interpretation regarding “end
times” tend to make the average Christian, and even the
average evangelical minister, run away from Eschatology.
After all, he begins to think to himself: “Why should [ get
involved in this debate? I will only offend someone if I do.”
This has produced, in recent years, a kind of ministry that
stays as far away from future things as possible. The serious
problem with this approach is that the Scriptures are filled
with the doctrine, and at every point the teaching has in
view the holiness and preparedness of true believers. We
cannot, indeed we dare not, ignore this most vital theme.

It is imperative that we assert the simple fact that there
are four last things that are truly significant to the living of a
holy life which Christians have historically agreed upon, in
the main points—death, judgment, hell and heaven.

Editor




