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in ' 'l'ent 'York in Palestine' Lieutenant Condor states his own recovery 
of twenty-nine of these places, or rather their sites, and l\Iarictto Bey's 
identification of forty-two. 1\Iore than 9,000 names had been fixed, 
and would a.ppcar in the English map, a map which should be aided by 
Australian gold. The Quarterly Stutnnent of the work of the F und would 
he SlllJplied to all contributors of £ 1 ls., and it was to be hoped that such 
contributors would be nmn c·rous. 

"The H 0v. G. 'Voolnongh nlso addressed the meeting, pointing out how 
admirable a commentary upon the Scriptures, and how complete a directory 
to Palestine the map would form. The literature of Egypt and Assyria, 
at least such remains of it as could now be procured, was deeply interest­
ing, and throws light on a great many points at present obscure. 

"The Chairman them invited those present t o become subscribers t o the 
work, and set the example himself of doing so . He announced that 
further subscriptions would Le received by Dr. Steel , or by the secretary 
of the Young l\fcn's Christian Association. 

" This closed the business of t.he meeting, and the Bishop having pro­
n onu cl'd the llcn ecliction, the meeting t erminated." 

THE HOCK UF THE PO~IEC:HA:X~\.TE. 

Jm~us.U.E:'II, .illoilrla!J, April 28th. 
"I lU YE the pleasure t o report to the Committee of the Palestine Ex­

ploration Fund th:tt I baYe bern able to examin e carefully a curious 
spring of water callncl Ain Snweinit and a large cave of r efuge known 
to Ow shepherds as l\fugharet el J ai, possibly Grass Cave (J awa), in 
'Vady Suwcinit, Loth on the south, or B enjmnin side of the ravine, the 
form er ·150 feet below the Has cl Krein (1\Iigron ?), or eastern end 
of the Plain of J eba, and about fiftc· en minutes' descent from the said 
spot; the latter 200 feet lower down the cliff, and twenty minutes or 
half an hour's clamber from the spring. 

Dr. Chaplin is in reality the author of the search, and was only pre­
vented by illness from accompanying me last week in quest of this 
spring, and to him any thanks arc due for this communication. I have 
vi&ited the spring and cavern twice ; on the former occasion I was unable, 
owing to accident, to do more than fiwl them, but on my return to 
J erusalem Dr. Cbaplin begged me to communicate with you, and feeling 
t ltat withou t measurement such commuuication might be of less use t o 
you , and that much more might be gathered from the inhabit.ants of 
.Jeb:t nbout this cave, I spent a second day in measurement, &c. 
On this second occasion :Mr. Salami, the Consul's secretary, accom­
p:wicd me, and gave most valuable assistance in interrogating the 
natiYes of .J eba and in taking down the names of the hills, ravines, 
caves, &c., in Arabic from their lips. Since th0n h e has most kindly 
.inquired into the roots of some of these, and has furnished me with tho 
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interpretation of the meanings of most of them that most approv~ them­
selves to his mind. I enclose these names as written ]Jy him in Arabic ; 
if they pro;-e of importance he will, on your rdurning the enclosure t o 
him, gladly write them out more l0gibly anL1 fully in ink. 

Both fountain and cave are WPll known to all the inhabitants of 
Hizrneh and J eba, but owing to superstitions fear no shepherd, as far as 
I could learn, has OYer penetrated beyond the main entrance of the cave 
~Iugharet d J ay, or J ai. Our guide on both occa'lions wa 'l an 
old shepherd, Mhesen 1-Iassan, and h e t old us that h e lu1l1 been shepherd 
all his years, and as a boy used the cave for an "ossub " (a sheep 
win tering-place) , but had n ot entered the main passage. 

The tradition in the village of J eba, we learnt from the villagers 
assembled, is (1) That the Christians used it a long while ago , when 
God sent an evil wind t o destroy them. (:~) That it h as been used time 
out of mind for refuge by the neighbouring villagers when prosecuted 
by the government. (:3) That it extends from Wady Suweinit t o .Jeru­
salem. 

As to the size of the ea vc, the current tracl i tion in J e ba is that it will 
hold GOO men, a coincidence in number with the Bible account of the 
Benjarnite refugees in t he rock Uimruon (Judges xx. 4 i ). One man 
asserted vehem ently that it w~ts large enough to contain G,OOO, Lut the 
number G seemell invariable with them. 1'he shc·pherds a sserted that 
the main entrance cave h eld 1 (j fl .)cks of 100 sheep in each. 'l'bis number 
I obtain ed on separate testimony from three or four J eba shepherds. 

As to the time cluriug which the cave i r, t enanted now, it appears that 
each winter the sheph erds use it as an "ossub" for their sheep, remain­
ing in it from fifteen to sixty days, acconling to the weather; that it 
becomes so h ot owing to want of ventilation, that when fine sunny 
weather comes they are driven from the cave by heat. But it appeared 
afterwards that want of fuel in abundance and within easy r each is also 
the cause of their not making t oo long a stay in the cavern . 

In old days, if one is t o trust the derivation of the name Suweinit, 
from the abundance of Sun t, or Thorn, or Acacia bushes, this 
latter hindrance to a long stay in the cave would not exist; the more so 
that of all the woods used for fuel in t his country, the S llllt., when 
grown to size, is considered Lest by the p easantry. (A st ory >va.s told 
me of a man who lit a siu glc branch of Sunt (Acacia) , cooked 
his food for three successive d~tys by it, loft the can~ in which h e was 
staying for a week, a.nd on coming back fo und the litt le log s till burning.) 
But, my informant said , this is only the case if the Sunt Lush is grown 
to a good big size. These big- sized Acacia bushes do not now exist in 
the upper part of "'Wady Smveinit . \ Ye may argue, perh aps , therefrom 
that the wooded g rowth of the valley is not the same as it was in Saul's 
t ime. If this is so, we shall not Le surprised to find n o remains of 
any Pomegranat e or Rurnmau trees, such, fur instance, as thl' one under 
which Sa.ul was sitting in the ut termost part of Gibeah (1 Sam . .xiv. 2). 

The first qnestiou that naturally arises :ts to the possibi li ty of water-
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supply for the shepherds or tenants of the cave El J ai is answered by 
the custom of to-day. The shepherds who use the cave as a wintering­
place (ossub) take their flocks to the spring .Ain Suweinit, on the cliff 
ledge t o the west., or towards J eba, but if necessary go down the valley 
to Ain Farah aml Fowar, one hour and a half down east-both on the 
southern or Denjamin side ; or from two other springs, Ain er R'aian 
and Ain esh Shcrftr, al~o down towards the east, but on the northern 
or Philistine side of the ravine. 

The next qn e:-:.tion we nskcd was, the a-mount of water obtainable per 
day froll1 the spl'ing Ai.n Suwcinit. The sh epherd said that twenty 
g oat-skins would C:'mpty it, but t bat if so emptied it would be full in 
half a day again. This is a smallish supply, but we may remember 
that time and want of care must have much choked the basin, 
and that p ossibly in old tirue a great deal more would be obtainable 
from it. One quot es the Selah Spring, near Solomon's Pools, as an 
inst ance of this choking u p of a spring, and consequent diminution of 
supply. It nppea,rs, too, that just at the p oint where, after passing 
over the Plain of J t::ba, we descend into the ravine to visit Ain Suweil1it 
and its one large K aroo1-tree, there is a large cistern by a well-known 
fig-tree at Khurbet d Tin~>h, ·wLieh would be within easy reach of the 
cave l\Iugharet cl J a.i. This is fi lled by the early rains, and remains 
full till the end of harvest time, when the farming men finish the supply 
as they work a t the harvest- fi elds near. 

As to the approach to the spring and cave, the former is easily reached 
alon g a good goat-path from the big "ossub," or shepherd's shelter, 
Klmrbet el Hai (the place of the camping-grolmd),)o called, they say, 
fro ll1 t he E ed•min u se of the cliff n ear. · 

This Khur1Jet d H ai is on the brow of the declivity , at the easternmost 
end of J eb<L Plain, and from this Khnrbet el Hai, which is capable of 
affording shc·lter to 100 sheep, is obtained the best view of the spring 
and E:nroob-tree of the Suwcin it.. 

The spring could, if necessa ry, be clambered clown to from above, 
but, place<! as it is on the slight plateau half-way up the hill-side, 
above a sheer cliff with scarp below, tm approach from the valley to it 
would be impossible. As to the latter, the cave l\Iugharet el J ai, it is 
reached with comparative ea~e from the wady bed by following a goat­
patl J, and for tlt ·~ rest is w . H placc1l as a cave of r efuge ; for, while 
co:-~ ; mtm ication can be k 0pt np hdween it nncl the spring Ain Suweinit 
1 'Y scrmnhling along the j',1ek scarp below the line of cliff on which the 
spring is situate, till within lOO yq,rds of th "l spring, and then ascending 
t o the plat.Pa. n of the Ain Snwcinit a nd K arouu-tree, the saitl communi­
cation conlrllJe most easily barred from th e tlirection of J cba or west again, 
while ascmt up the cliff UIILl t-r whic~h the cave is, is possible by a climh 
close to th e cave's mouth . Any descent without rope or ladder t o it 
would Le ~:xtr0mel y lmzardom:. 

One othH f()aturc a1Jont the cave's position may be remarked-its 
absolute s(·cr0cy. It is so placecl iu a corner of th e clifl', and so protected 
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by outstam1ing ledges, that until within ten yards of it you could not 
tell its existence as one approaches from the westward or J eba cnu, 
while again the adj acent clitl' to the eastward, curving out t owards the 
north, would hide it to any comers up the valley from the east. 

DESClUPTIO~ OF SrmXG AND CAYE IX \\.,._\.DY SUWEIXIT. 

Leaving J eba, wo cross the £allows of the long eastward-going plain 
that slopes all the way at a slight angle from north to south; on our 
left the deep Suweinit or Vale of J:\Iichmash, on our right hand the 
green open valley of Hizmeh, called as we proceed eastwards \'/ ady 
er Radadeh. 

Approaching the declivity from which we obtain our first view of the 
Suweinit gorge, we find tllis Wady er Rttdadeh, and that part of the plain 
we are crossing called E l Kharjeh, or the going out. That is perhaps the 
place from whieh in old times the men of J eba have gone out towards 
Jordan, or in later clays have made their exodus as fugitives to the cave 
of El J ai in time of trouble. 

Arrived quite at the brow of the steep descent to the ravine, we find a 
large· shepherd sheltcr-pl<tce, or "ossub," known as KhurLet el llai, or 
Haiyeh, and from the frunt of it we can take in at a glance the p osition 
of Ain Suweinit and the cave in qnestion. 

The eye at once catches two trees, neither of them such pomegrann.tr·s 
as Saul once sat uHder, lmt buth of them remarkable enough t o be 
called The Tree. The first is close by on the hill spnr t o the right, a fig­
t ree, some ruins, and a, cistern :.tbove spoken of, and giYes its name t o the 
mountain spur. 

The second is a dark-eoloureu Karoob-tree, half a mile away, perched on 
the brow of the preeipitous band of cliff that rises from its scarp h alf· 
way up the southernmost side of the wady. This seemingly inaccessilJle 
t ree stands close to Ain Suweinit, and is nurtured, no doubt, by its 
waters. 

Taking the southernmost side of the wady, we find it is divided, at 
iar as eye can see, into four main divioions or ronnded spurs. The first of 
t hese-that is, the n earest to us-is Khurbet et TinE:h (the F ig-tree ruin); 
t he second is nameless ; the third, El Knba; the fourth, El llnkaa.rat . 
By a movement of a few yards to the left we discover a fifth, Ras el 
Fowar (the head of Farah), that part of the wady near the Furrar 
Spring. 

All along the wady-side, two-thirds from wady bottom, Rtands, as if 
b uilt by haud of m an for use of fortress, a. slant scarp with fortress 
wall above it from t hirty t o forty feet high. There is a plateau or brow 
upon this grey, steep , r unning line of fortress rock, all<l thence to the 
sky line ruggt:d, roum1ed masses of rock and vegetation, in some places 
easily accessible, in other places unclimbn.blo. 

Above this rock aml scarp is hill number two. The nameless spur 
grows the Karoob-tree, ar...J. the spring is close beside it. Beyond the 
fourth spur, hid entirely fro m vie·;v l•y the outstanding spur, at a lower 
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l evel, the foot of the fortress clifl', lies the cave 1\Iugharct cl Hai. On 
the other side- i. e., the northern side-of the wady from where we 
stand is the Kharjeh. At the Khnrbet cl Hai we only seem to be able to 
distinguish a long unbroken line of cliff, till just opposite E l l\Iukaarat 
there is seen to be a deep r ecess in the m ountain block, and east of it is 
a curious leaning buttress, best descril.Jed as a cone cut in two from apex 
to base, and laid on to the mountain side. This deep r ecess is called 
·wady Habibeh, and the descent from the cliff top to the wady bed is 
easy enough down it. The curious proj ection of half-cone buttress that 
seems to fill the valley with its grey rounded mass, is known as Kournet 
el Falkain = the "horn or corner of the two divisions,'' and the cliffs 
b eyond to the east have the name of J cbel Oushaish, or the hill of the 
little nest. 

It is exactly opposite the quaint-featured Khurbet el Falkain that 
the cave of refuge for the Benjamitcs, the Mugharet d J ai, is placed 
on the southern sille; and hence the need of describing the Khurbet el 
Falkain at length. But the apparently sing le mountain mass on the north 
or Philistine side of the wa,dy, between us and the deep -r ecessed "\Vady 
Havileh, is in reality, as we saw aftorwarcls from near the Aiu Suwcinit, 
broken up into three massc3, the cliff mrt<;s ncR-rest us being called El 
Marjameh, the next J cbel el Ht'tty, and the thirl1 J ebcl cl W'ar. 

Marjameh, or the hill of the sbny plac ~ , with its hint of warlike 
times and pass dcfent::c, is sap:1.ra.ted from E l H onteh b y a steep recessed 
wady or mow1tain gully kno wn as "\Vady Hahab, leJ.ding up to Khurbet 
Rahab ("The l\Ionk's Plot" ). H ere we h aY8 a hint of the use of certain 
caverns that dot this nort hern li ne of cli ff in metliwva.l days. 

Tint it is noteworthy that this m ountain g ully, wit.h its cnve Hosn or 
Houson (" Cave of Defence ' ' ), is entirely hiLl from view b y a t ooth of 
r ock that, like a t ower on a Lmcket, h angs in miLl air at the angle of the 
rock cliff. The next hill' s name to th'3 cast of J cbd H Ctty is known as 
Jcbel Arak cl W' n.r. D aep caverns h igh up on th e <:liif silles hn.ve g iven 
their names t o b oth of these h ills. Dtlt t he clcop m 01mbiu gully dividing 
El HiHy from E l W'ar is J;Crh aps of m ost in t erest t o any wh o attempt 
to localise the scene of J ouatha.u's exploit , au:l hi ~; climb on h aacls and 
]mees aO'a.inst the men of l\I icbm:<sb. 

This ~ountain g~lly is called Shchab el Ht'1ty. A cmious natural 
stairway of rock is hid from all view to m en at the o ~ shvard by 
an equally curious natural b :tl ustrn.ue. A whole t·cgimer.t might 
a,scencl t1 the P hilistine h oight<; unseen up thi :-.; Sheh::tb <.:1 H U.ty. 
One has dcscrilJed this p articularly bccauso its position is exactly oppo­
site that of the .A.in Suwcinit ; and if \VC may bl'lievc, a <; we arc t o1 c1, t hat 
the P hilistines had come out t 0 t.he passa.p;c of l\'l:iuhnmsh ( 1 Ram. xiii. 
2:3), we can seem t o see this Sh•·hab cl Ht't ty accurately described 
enough iu the following ch :tpt cr ( I 8,1m. x iv. ), n.n tl cn.u recognise 
a possible~ locality for the ponwgranat e on M igron ( 1 Sa m. x i\' . ~ ) in the 
place of t ha prcrwnt Karoob-trcc tha t is such a landmark, or Rpr ing­
mark, in the uttermost of GiLcah - J eba. 
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The caverns on this n orth ern siLlc of the \Vauy Snweinit arc mnny, 
the p rincip n.l b eing Es Shcnaa.r, El IIisir, or H osn, Arak el \V'ar, 
and Arak Khallaish, the latter beyond Knrnet el Fakair, and being 
exactly described by its name thf' R ock of the Scratch. 

From our p oint of view of the wady, we descended along ledges 
of rock, a good safe path even for mules if need be, by yellow furze, and 
variegated-leawd thistles, till we rf'ached the main ledge or brow along 
the top of the cliff of naked rock that is the ff' aturc of this southern side 
of th e valley. K eeping along this for about ten minutes, we reach ed the 
Karoob-tree and the huge bl o<..:ks of limestone that seem to guard it on 
every side with their seven massy blocks (the on e east of the tree was 
30 feet 18 inches in diameter). 

The spring close by was so hidden 1y huge masses of th e fallen 
limestone that, bu t for the shepherd, we should h ave missed it. 
Ascending between these rock boulders immediately behinu the l argest 
of the masses near lay a little stone cap, about H inches by 8 inches . 
Behind this a small tria.ng ular opening, b e-neath overhanging masses 
of oonfusedly-pilecl stone, gave admittance to the spring, which lay 
at the bottom of a steep rock-hewn and stone-built passage, 12 feet 
6 inches from the entrance. Down this, feet first, we slid, and found 
every stone the whole way polished as smooth and as white as marble. 
Thousands of feet during a space of hundreds o£ years alone could 
have done this. It seemed on ex::tmination th'l.t the fountain h ead had 
been built over in this v,·ay : the passage from above scoopP.d out 
down to the water at this angle, then walled rudely, and two large 
m asses had it seemed been made to fall so as to prop each other up 
overhead, while light was admitted by a side opening carefully 
protected by stones above, but a little t o the west of the roofing 
immediately over the spring. 

The basin of the spring had evidently b een hewn out of the living 
rock. The water was fresh aml good, Lut water-leeches lay in heaps 
in the dark corners. 

No writing, no marks of any kind, were f )lmrl at or nf)ar the spring, 
and the n oticeable feature.;; wera the app'mmt concealment of the 
fountain by the huge n a.tnml screens of hllen rock masses, and the 
evidence of enormous m e that the sm0ot.h polished stones of the 
spring entrance seem~d to give. As for the K aroob-tree, its roots were 
level with the waters, and ita luxuriant foliage and h c~LYY crop of 
beans told a t ale of roots that reached to c~JOl ground and sucked 
moisture in the driest of weather. 

Leaving the spring, we proceeded on eastwards, round the next two 
rounded bluffs, El Knba' and :El 1\fuka.aret, to the cavern of 1\Iugharet 
el Jay. The way was easy for the first fifteen minutes, but we then 
had to descend the cliff ledge and creep along cautiously on the bare 
rock scarp. The guide took his sh oes off, for it was so slippery that 
one of the party was forced to turn back from giddiness. 

But in fifteen minutes we had gained better footing and bad rounded 
L 



1~4 TilE ROCK OF THE PG;.IEGRAXATE. 

the corner of the bluff El JI.Ingharc•t. A vnltnre flew from her nest 
five yards above onr head, showing the loneliness of the spot. 

But though one cave, built up artifically rLt its mouth, with an 
artificially-hewn doorway beneath, stared at us halfway up the cliff 
t hat faced us ns we turned the corner of the cliff, the Cave El Jai 
was not visible. 

The guide beckoned us on past a projecting shoulLler of rook, 
and crawling up the scarp and turning onr faces due west, we saw a. 
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little low triangular opening in the far corner, with a smaller aperture, 
a smoke hole or window, a.bove. 
; J Entering it over an inclined plane of slippery rock, marked by 
thf' feet of ln.st winter's goats, we found ourselves in a spacious cavern, 
·whose chief feature wns the h oneycombed structure of the walls, the 
overhangin;:;· mass of rock that made a pillar, as it seemed, for the roof 
in the far south-western side. 

The far -reaching gallery that ran up hill beyonu due west, the side 
gallery going awa.y to the north, and the oily bb.ckness of the smoke­
grimed rock The floor was deep with dust of ashes of the fires of 
many generations of refugees or shepherds. Our 3 guides shook 
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in t heir shoes as they were pushed along with the t orches . The 
roof , some thirty foot high , shone g lossy black as we m easured this 
entrance cave. Then we p assed along th e west gallery westward, 
asct>ndin g as we wont. A gallery , wide and h igh in prop ortion , t urned 
sharp to our l eft-that is t o th e north - and descending as rapidly, 
passed along a parallel p assage back towards th e east. At its extremi ty 
a lesser p a!>sag e, :Bewn , it seemed, in the rock, g ave notice of our 
n earness t o the northern outside walls of the cli ff, for the win d well ­
nigh blew our t orches out. This was p erh aps for ventilation sake . 
R etracing our steps, an d findi ng n o marks of man but the oily 
blackness of smoke and d ust of ashes at our fee t , we en t ered a lesser 
gallery t owards th e north-west a t t op of the hill, tlumce retraced 
our steps to t he main en trance cavern. All t his way had been 
spacious onon;;h for t he living of men, but no g alleries that with its 
double entrance. Soon after meeting in one beyond the antechamber , 
if I may so call it, t hat opened south of the mail1 ent rance h all, was n ot 
lo fty enou gh to admit of standing room, an d this '"e had crawl up. 

R et urning w e cra,vled up two sh or t passes t o the wc:~t of this ante­
ch amber, oxaminecl a small cave an d r c·cess perch ed on the wat er-scoopecl 
rock near entrance to this vestibule, and so back into the large cavern 
an d daylight . 

Our feeling about the cave was that it was not so cap3.blo of stowing 
away m en as the so-called CaYe of Adnllam at Khnreitun , but that on 
emergency more than GOO men could hide h ere if n eed be ; :300, perhaps, 
find ample lodging. 

This made me anxious to examine the cavern called E l Knba' or E l 
K arat, that was perched inaccessibly without h elp of r ope or ladders in 
the cliff eight y yards away t o the east, and with in easy speaking distance 
of t he ::.\Iugharet el J ai, or J ay. The shepherd could only say of it t ha t 
it belon ged to the Christians , an d 'vas large, but h e a clde•1 that no marr 
h ad ever ent ered it., so his t estimony was a little worthless. 

A natural or arti ficial ledge had at one t ime given admittance from 
above t o th is cavern, aml the r ough -hewn doorway , 1·emincling on~ of a 
rock tomb below th e stone- fi lled ent rance, t old of for mer occupation . 

L 0oking for the c:~.vcrn's m onth we h ad a fine view of the Knrnn el 
Falkair opposite, wi th it s \Yacly cl Ilabibeh (ravin e of thL• loved on e15 ), t h e 
dark low cave of Arak el \ V'ar , t he cavern at the head of K urnn d 
F alkain, and t he cave under t he ledge far ther east of J ebol OshQish , 
know as the Scratch , E lzrw ish. \Ye scramLlednp the clifl:' close by with 
h elp of a Land from above, and so along ca15ily back t o t he Ail1 cl 
Suwcin it , in less t ime than we had taken t o com2. Snc:h arc t h e facts 
as t o this cavern. 

I beg t o enclose the n ot r s of the names written down in .Arabic by 
my kind friend l\Ir. f:b lm•1i, the Consul's secr etary . There is only one 
n ot e that sh ould be addeJ. 'l'he two adj acent cliffs to this cavern, El 
K uba' and E l Mukaarct, seem t o point, from all on e can understand , 
t o ( 1) D eten tion of an enemy in dist ress (Kuba' ). (2) To (a) a place 
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known as the Place of Caves, the Hill of Holes (1 Sam. xiv. 11). (.8) To 
a place whence loud crying out was made, El Mnkan.ret. 'rhere is a 
collateral meaning to this last to be found in the name of the valley 
from Geba to this head of the ravine. ·wady er Radadeh, one is 
informed, means the Valley of the ·wailer or Crier in Return; and somP. 
traditional hint may perhaps be hero preserved of the Benjamites and 
t he cry of peace mentioned in Judges xxi. 1;3 . 

Lastly, one also hears that the word Sana~u means to stop. If this be 
so, and ·wady Snnt, or Suweinit, h e derivable from a word meaning 
detention, this added to the cliff's n anw, El Kuba', with its kindred 
signification, may p erhaps allude to the det ention either of Saul and his 
GOO, or of the Benj amites and their 600 men , in the neighbourhood of, 
if not really inside of, the cavern Mugharct el J ai. 

Please make wbat use you can of these hastily written notes en t·oyage, 
and accord me the favour of taking care of both notes, plan, and sketches, 
if neither serve you or the end that , in common with you, I have at 
Leart. Yours truly, 

H. B. R .\.WXSLEY. 

Wady er Rumaman =Yale of Pomegranates. 
El Kharjeh =The going out. 
Khurbet et Tineh = The Ruin of the Fig Tree. 
Khallet el H ai =The Place of the Camping Ground. 
El Kreiu = The Little Horn. 
·w ady er Rumman =The Yalley of the Pomegranate. 
·wady er Tiadade h = The Yale oft he Return (but sec next page 

in Lieut. Conder's notes). 

N o TE BY l .JIEUT. CmmEn, R.E. 
This cavern is shown on the Survey m ap. The view of the Valley of 

Michmash (Tent ·work, vol. ii. ) includes the cliff of cl Jiosn , described in 
the present paper, on the north side of the valley. 

A few remarks may be auded as to the Arabic tuuncs collected, which 
s,ppoar to be all descriptive. ~Iany of them occur only in the Survey 
lists, and from want of space, and in order not to confuse the clearness 
of the plate (which is full of uetail), arc omitted from the map. 

Fi'trrih· is a word commonly med of a spring head where the water 
"bubbles up." 

'Ain er R'aian = "shepherds' spring." 
'~-li'~ cslt 8/u·nl r = " dry spring." 
RllOtarJeh = "the outer place "-a common term. 
W. er Eadtideh = "winding valley.'' This is a common term occurring 

soveral times on the Survey. 
Klulruct el Jla iyeh = "ruin of the snake." 
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l{ub'o, apparently the Hebrew Ko~a, "a helmet," from the form of 
the bill. 

/t'ilrah is the H e1rcw Parab, a tmn1 of Bcnjamin. 
'Arilkrl JJ''ar = "cliff of rough rock." 
Slwhab (vulgar for Sh'ub) el llil f!J, " the walled bill spur." 
The Survey party RSCI'ndecl this gully in lSi;J after descending frorc 

the plain cast of Teb'a. 
Snu:t i11it diminutive of Swd = the little acaci:1. 
E sh Shi/l(l r = the partrid ge. 
El llisir, probably cl Jlusr, "the pebbles." 
El llvsn = ''the fortress." 

Hy Hev. W. }-... B1 r:cH. 

c. R. c. 

The precision of the H ebrew language in the use of diffc•rent word~. 
:tgain helps us in this inquiry. "Rock " in the A.Y. represen ts (at 
least) two wonls in the originaL T zur and ,s,,,,,, 

The latter always means a precipitous rocl~-i. c. , a cl/jf. Therefore the­
Rock (Se/a) of Rimmon (as also Etam) 'vas a cl'/F. Where, then, was it 
situated? 

On the tribe of Benjamin being at last defeated in the thinl battle at 
Gibeab, the light brigade, according t o J osepbus, cnt their way through 
the enemy, and so anticipated Balaclava-

" .Archers to 1 igh t of t !t l:m, 
Slingcrs to left of tl1em, 
Spearmen in front of them, 

ChargeJ. the six: huwlred, '' 

"and fled into the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and abode in the 
rock Tiimmon four montbs" (Jm1gcs xx. --1 i ). 

A village, three miles e 1s~ of Dcthcl, called R em moon (apparently con­
~idcrccl as Rimm r:>n by Enocbins), has, by vir tu3 of its name, ha1l greatness 
thrust upon itself, in it'l site being taken t o be the veritable rock 
Tiimmon; but though it may be described as "a white chalky height" 
(S. and P. ), or" a rocky Tell" (Bibl. Hes.), on no side does it present a 
cl!Jf (.sela) . This want is a fidal defect in the above iL1cntification, so 
that minor difficulties need not be considered-e.g., the probability of 
Rcmmoon being not in Benjamin, but in I0_1lmrim, the scarcity of caves 
to shelter the refugees, the water supply, &c. H.immon means the 
"pomegranate tree." In 1 Sam. xiv. :.! it is stated that" Sanl tarried in 
the uttermost part of Gibcab under a (lit. tlu- ) ]'OJ!Ie!JI'aJtate flw (Tiimmon} 
which is in l\Iigron" (i. e., the precipices). This position on tbo southern 
side of ·wady Suweinit (the passagP. of l\Iichmash), about a mile cast of 
Jeba, suits very 'Yell the local indicat ions in Judges xx.-c.!J., (·13) 


