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account of the part taken by the Prussiun Consulate in the acquisition
of the stone.

With regard to M. Ganneau, it appears that, hearing from Salt of
the existence of the stone, he sent an Arab to the Beni Hamedi, who, in
his attempt to obtain a squeeze of the stone, was so roughly dealt with
that he was glad to make his escape with a few pieces of wet paper.
M. Ganneau himself, after his many years’ experience in Jerusalem,
did not attempt the costly journey to the other side, because he was
well aware of the risk run by any European on such a quest amongst
the Bedouins. After the fracture of the stone, he and Capt. Warren
obtained, through an Arab, a squeeze of the two chief portions, as well
as of some of the smaller pieces, and from these he commenced his
restoration of the inscription, which was afterwards forwarded to the
Count de Vogiié.

The result of the above official statement is, that the stone was dis-
covered by Mr. Klein, the German preacher; that that gentleman
informed the German Consulate of the same, with the view to their
obtaining it ; that a contract for its purchase was concluded between the
Consulate and the possessors, and that the delivery of the stone to the
Consulate was ordered by the Turkish Government. The ordinary rules
of discretion would seem to have demanded that nobody should have
interfered in the transaction until it had been regularly brought to
a conclusion, or broken off.

H. PRTERMANN.’

ADDITIONAL NOTE ON THE DISCOVERY OF GOLD
IN SYRIA.

Ta1s winter at Cairo, meeting with Yacoob esh Shellaby of Nablus, I
agked him whether he had -ever heard of the discovery of native gold
in Syria. He said he had upon several occasions, and had seen
specimens which had been found by countrymen ¢n the Jordan valley.
The nugget brought to me at Sebastiyeh referred to at p. 89, Quarterly
Statement, 18t series, may probably have come from the same locality.

‘ GREVILLE J. CHESTER.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE PALESTINE
EXPLORATION FUND,
HELD AT THE ROYAL INSTITUTION, 29tw JUNE, 1871.
His GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK IN THE CHAIR.
The CHAIRMAN : I will first call upon the Rev. F. W. Holland, one
of the Honorary Secretaries, to read the Report :—
Mr. Holland then read the Report :
“The Report which the Committee of the Palestine Exploration Fund
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have to lay before you this year will be a brief one. Our Society, in
conjunction with all other societics, has suffered during the past year
from the effects of the disastrous war which has been raging upon the
Continent.

* Our operations have been affected by it in two ways : 1st, the con-
tinual drain of money from this country to alleviate the misery
occasioned by the ravages of the war has rendered it difficult to raise
funds for other purposes; and 2ndly, as long as the war continued, it
was impossible to procure the services of officers and men of the Royal
Engineers, since the Government would not allow any to leave the
country. Nevertheless, some work of importance has been done.

“It will be remembered that at our Annual Meeting of last year
(May 16, 1870) Captain Warren, who had lately returned to England
with the other members of his exploring party, was himself present,
aund read a paper upon the result of his excavations at Jerusalem. The
Committee retained his services until the commencement of the
present year (when he rejoined his corps), in order that he might work
up the materials which he had collected daring bis explorations in the
Holy Land, which had extended over a period of three years.

. %A detailed acoount of his discoveries at Jerusalem occupies the
greater portion of the Society’s book, which has been lately published
under the title of the ‘ Recovery of Jerusalem.” In addition to which,
reports of further explorations made by Captain Warren in Philistia,
Lebanon, Moab, and other places in Palestine, have appeared in the
Quarterly Statements, which have been placed in the hands of all
subscribers to the Fund. But although the Committee have found it
impossible during the past year to continue the excavations at
Jerusalem, important work has been done in other directions.

“Mr. E. H. Palmer (who is present with us to-day, and will himself
describe to you some of the results of his expedition), accompanied by
Mr. C. Tyrwhitt Drake, has accomplished a journey of no ordinary
interest across the desert of the Tih, (the scene of the wanderings of the
children of Israel,) from Sinai to Jerusalem; thence turning southwards
again through the Negeb, or ‘South country’ of the Bible, to Petra;
and up to the shores of the Dead Sea, and through the whole length of
the country of Moab.

“ The Committee desire to express their sense of the valuable services
which Mr. Palmer hasrendered to the Fund, and of the zeal and ability
with which he executed the task intrusted to him. With his name must
be associated also that of Mr. Tyrwhitt Drake, who was his fellow-
traveller, and our thanksare due to him for his co-operation and assist-
ance. An account of Mr. Palmer’s expedition, and his maps of the T{h
desert, and Moab, have been already publiched ir our Quarterly
Statements. A portion of his survey of the southern passes of the Tth
range has been incorporated in the Ordnance map of Sinai, which is
being published under the direction of Sir Henry James; and the next
Quarterly will contain further notices of his work.
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“ It is much to be regretted that his explorations in Moab did not
lead to the discovery of inscriptions of importance, as was expected.
He found that in consequence of the large sum which had been given
for the now-famous Moabite Stone, all the Arabs in the country were
busily searching for * written stones,” and he heard of, and visited many,
but none proved to be of great antiquity.

“It is something, however, to have had the country explored by so
competent a traveller, and to know that there are no valuable inscrip-
tions to be found there above grouad, although, doubtless, there are
many such lying buried in the ruine of some of the ancient cities,
preserved, wo trust, from the ruthless hands of Arabs, uatil the time
when our Society can extend the area of its excavations and rescue them
from oblivion.

*“ After completing his exploration of Moab, Mr. Palmer returned to
Jerusalem, where he made a thorough examination of the inscriptions
in the Mosque of Omar, which, it is hoped, will help to solve somse of the
disputed points with regard to the origin of that building.

“He afterwards made a tour through Palestine, and while at
Damasous heard of some very ourious inscriptions at Haméh, the
ancient Hamath of the Bible. Mr. Drake is at the present moment,
probably, engaged in copying and taking photographs of these inscrip-
tions for the Fund. And if an expedition to the east of Moab, from
Damascus to Petra, which has been contemplated by Reshid Pasha,
governor of Damascus, takes place, he will afterwards, if possible,
accompany it on our bebalf. This expedition to an almost unexplored
country promises to be one of great interest.

“The publication of the Society’s book, emtitled the ‘ Recovery of
Jerusalem’ deserves a special notice as forming a part of the past year’s
work. It waa felt that the detached, and necessarily incomplete letters
sent home from time to time by Captain Warren, did not present a
sufficiently clear account of his explorations at Jerusalem. Advantage
was accordingly taken of his return to England to get him to draw up
a condensed account of his work.

* To this has been added other papers on the work of the Fund, to
which it was felt desirable to call attention, and the whole being largely
illustrated with maps and woodcuts, forms a valuable record of the
work which the Fund has accomplished. The success of this book proves
clearly how much such a work was wanted, and how great an interest
is taken in our explorations.

“During the past year a room has been obtained in the South
Kensington Museum, in which are exhibited all objects of interest that
have been found during the excavations at Jerusalem; a collection of
the photographs taken in Palestine, and the eighteen fragments of the
Moabite Stone which Captain Warren secured for the Fund. With
respect to the future work of the Fund, the Committee have decided
upon sending out a thoroughly organised expedition, under the
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command of an ufficer of the Royal Engineers, to complete the survey
of Palestine. It is well known that the best maps are still exceedingly
inaccurate, and incomplete. The Committee, however, desire to state
that they still intend to continue the excavations at Jerusalem, whenever
a fitting opportunity presents itself. But the completion of the survey
of the country lying on the west of the Jordan has been urged upon by
a large number of the Subscribers, and they consider that it is, as
matters now stand, the work which deserves most immediate attention.

* With regard to ways and means:—The amount received during the
financial year ending December 3lst, 1870, inclading all the sums
obtained from subscriptivns, donations, sale of publications and
photographs, and collections at lectures, together with the balunces of
the previous year, amounted to £3,178 2s. 4d.; of this sum a balance of
£429 11s. 8d. remained in the banks at the end of the year, £1,467 15s. 8d.
having being spent in exploration expenses, £473 13s. 8d. in printing,
illustrating, and distribating the Quarterly Statement, £82 16s. 7d. in
advertising, £373 4s. 2d. in rent, salaries, postage, and office expenses,
£63 10s. 0d. on the photographs of the Moabite Stone, and £410 3s. 4d.
in the payment of old accounts. This is, on the whole, a satisfactory
statement, considering the fact that no special appeal of any kind has
been made.

* The Committee are at the present moment engaged in a negotiation
for the purchase of the fragments of the Moabite Stone now in Jerusalem,
in the possession of M. Clermont-Gannean. It is greatly to be hoped
that this monument will come into the hands of the Fund. The sum
asked by M. Gannean is very large, but the Committee have made an
offer, which may perhaps be accepted.

* Through the agency of the Rev. Henry Allon and the Rev.
Dr. Mullens, to whom the best thanks of the Committee are due, the
cause of the Palestine Exploration Fund has been taken up in the
United States, and the Americans have formed an independent Associa-
tion, having the same objects as our own. They propose to act in
perfect unison with the English Committee, and are about to send un
expedition to survey and explore the country to the east of Jordan. In
oonclusion, the Committes have to record their thanks to Mr. Morrison,
the Treasurer of the Fund, for his kindness in editing the ‘ Recovery
of Jerusalem;’ to Dr. Chaplin, of Jerusalem (who is present to-day), for
kindly taking charge of our stores there, and for his Meteorological
work ; to the Honorary Secretaries of the different Local Aasociations;
and to all those who, by subscription or by advocacy of the Fund, have
furthered and advanced its objects.”

The CHAIRMAN:—My Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—I have so
often presided at these meetings, that it would be worse than im-
pertinent in me to oconpy any great portion of your time to-day,
especially as there are seven or eight speakers to follow me, many of
them having seen this interesting country with which we have to deal.
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But, representing those who have not taken an active part in the work,
I am here to express my earnest interest in the Paleetine Exploration
Fund. The scheme now proposed will commend itself to a practical
people like ourselves. There is no map in existence worthy of the name
of u map of that country, Palestine, of which the Bible has made us alt
citizens; and if you will inspect the paper which has been distributed
in the room, you will find that thirty square miles of the Ordnanco
Survey of Kent are put in comparison with the same area of a portion
of Palestine, as it is known to us, and youn will find that one page is almost
black, and the other is almost blank. This want can be supplied at the
cost of £15,000. This is a considerable sum, I grant you, and I think [
hear some of you say, “ Let the people of the conntry muke their maps
for themselves!” It is one of the first duties of the people of every
country to mike maps for themselves; but there is no probability of a
complete survey of Palestine unless we and America undertake it
together. We propose to do this. You see the difficulty which
Palestine presents to our notice. We are, in a certain sense, citizens
of that land. which is hallowed to every Christian as being the place
where our Lord once stood, and where he uttered those words which
have vibrated throughout the world for ages. [t is the same to the
Jew; the same to the Mohammedan. The Mohammedan regards a
pilgrimage to the Holy City as second only to the pilgrimage to Mecea
itelf. It is the country of these three great religions. Every one of
us has a common interest in this country, and no part of it is foreign
to us. There is one point to which I would draw special attention.
Man has this glorious and remarkable prerogative—he is the lord over
creition, and man makes the country in which he lives. A few days
ago, I saw a field which had been under agricultural treatment for
sixteen years, and by the process of applying chemical substances to
the soil, a silent process of alteration was going on by man’s treatment ;
the nobler grasses were taking possession of the whole soil; out of
fifty-eight species only eighteen remained, the rest had gradually dis-
appeared. And here, some of the finest parts of London which are
situated near us have been reclaimed from waste and rendered what
they now are by man. Man alters the country altogether upon which
he treads. But it was not so in the state of civilisation described in
the Bible, and you cannot understand the people of the Bible without
being well acquainted with the country in which they lived. The soil
had an influence on the character of the people; there is a local
colour in the Divine books which they took from the country itaelf.
Those simple people had not come to dominate the soil, its natural
features were reflected in them and in their habits. Therefore if you
would really understand the Bible—which we circulate every year by
millions—you must understand also the country in which the Bible was
first written. And this is not a dull uninteresting tract of sand, with
no natural features to attract your attention. It is as interesting
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as any on the face of the earth. You have tho valley of the Jordan,
the course of the river being all along below the level of the sea, and
ending in a lake 1,300 feet below the level of the sea. You have, in
the north of that country, that splendid mass of mountains to which
it owes its fertility—the source of the river never ceusing to flow, which
I have described—all of which, in the midst of those I see around me,
it would be impertinent in me to dilate upon. Those things make
Palestine as interesting, apart from its associations, as any country
could be; but when we think of those aasociations, when we think of
the precepts of the Gospel, and that higher life which it reveals, then
it should be the duty of Englishmen and Americans to spend a little
money on this object. If we find money for almost every other fancy
that men may conceive, we may well spend it on this survey of
Palestine. (Cheers.)

Mr. GeorGe Grove said :—My Lord Archbishop, Ladies and Gentle-
men—1] am glad to have the opportunity of making a few remarks on this
occasion, because though Iam not able to take the same active interest
in this matter as heretofore, my heart is in it as much as ever, and I am
anxious to inoculate all who hear me with the same interest that I take
in it myself, and I hope it may be to you the same motive, active power
it was to me for many years. The great object of our meeting to day
is to start this new survey of Paleatine. Now, if anything can be want-
ing to supplement the admirable observations of the chairman, it is the
fact that a survey was one of the things most prominently put forward
by those who started this Fund. They knew how great the want was
of a new map of Palestine. The Bible was then beginning to be studied
in a new way, and we found great difficulties in pursuing that study,
because there was no map sufficiently accurate or complete. I may
illustrate this by two or three things. Bome years ago I had to write
the chief articles on the topography of Palestine for Dr. Smith’s
* Dictionary of the Bible,” and I then discovered, what nobody who
has not gone into the matter can have any idea of, the almoat insur.
mountable diffioulty of reconciling the statements of different writers
in books. You will hardly believe that the great work on Palestine
topography is still that of Reland written more than a century and a
half ago—in 1714. That learned and sensible Dutchman collected, with
great care and judgment, all that had been written on the subject of
travel, and on the topography of the Holy Land, by Greek, Roman, and
other writers, and put them into a system, and although so many
thousands have visited Palestine since his time, it is astonishing how
little that book is superseded, and in consequence how imperfect our
knowledge of that country is. At the time I needed it no map existed
that could be depended on. I had Van de Velde's and all the other
maps, but with all their help it was impossible to find one’s way about
the books of the Bible. For instance, the book of Joshua consists, to
a very great extent, of lists, of the most detailed and definite kind, of
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the villages and tribes of the country, much as the Domesday Book
of England does. Now we can trace the names that have survived in
England from the Norman times, and so we could in Palestine if we
had the means, for the changes in names are less there than with us-
But there was not then, nor is there now, any map in which these
names are at all accurately or fully given. One means, it is true, we
bave. In the Bible we have a document which recognises and reflects,
in the most persistent and remarkable manner, the features of the land
in which the Bible was written. Large portions, not only of the Old but
the New Testament, consist of references to small families and little
tribes,—who, apart from their share in the sacred history, were of little
importance in the world; and they are all spoken of as if everybody
knew where they lived, and the roads by which they went; and it is
impossible to understand this unless you have a map to do it with.
I have been lately giving my attention to the comstruction of a new
map of Palestine, intended to be founded upon the discoveries of
Captain Wilson, Captain Warren, Lieut. Anderson and others, but the
difficulty of putting these surveys, and the observations of these gentle-
men, together, in conjunction with the maps we had before—French,
German, and other maps—the difficulty of putting them together has
almost baffied the able geographer who has had the task in hand; and,
therefore, that is an argument for beginning a survey at once, and from
the beginning. It is true we have the coast line carefully surveyed,
and that may be depended upon; but beyond that we should make a
clean sweep of what has been done before ; and there is no doubt that
we ought to produce, and can produce, in & definite time and for a
certain definite expense, a complete map, which once done will be done
for ever. Now it may be said, and indeed it is a very obvious remark,
“ Why make a new survey? Why not take the cld ones and put them
together and supplement them P" But this can’t be done with any satis-
factory result. It is as difficult to piece together discordant surveys
as the discordant reports of travellers I just mentioned. Captain
Wilson’s map of Jerusalem is as good as any Ordnance map of London,
and we mean our survey to be as good as the Ordnance survey of
England. One thing that encourages us in undertaking the work, is
the extreme practicability of the thing. You know the difficulties that
occurred in our excavations of Jerusalem. We had to wait the pleasure
of pashas and effendis, and were driven almost to the necessity of
bribing, but in the country we shall have much less of that kind of
thing. People are fewer and simpler. The villages are friendly,
and the country contains prominent points which will make it all the
more easy for surveying, and there can be no reason why it should not
be begun and gone on with and finished without interruption. That
is an important point to know.

But because we are going to survey the country I don’t wish
you to supposc that we are going to give up our researches at
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Jerusalem. That must always be the central point. To us of the
Palestine Fund Jerunsalem is really and strictly what it was believed
to be in the Middle Ages—the centre of the world; and to it we
must always finally gravitute, however we may spread ourselves in
other directions for a time. And the encouragements to proceeding
with excavation ave very great. We were probing down with our little
shafts through strata of rubbish from 80 to 150 feet thick, totally in the
dark as to where we were and what we should come to; and that our
probing should have been rewarded as it has been, shows not only what
reward will always attend bonest exertions, but also what a wealth of
things there must be below the surface awaiting discovery. We have
really had a great many results. Some people thought that we
should find a copy of the law under the ruins of the Temple. We have
not done that, but we have increased the interest of the public in
Palestine, and if we had only succeeded in showing the intimate cennec-
tion between the book and the country, I think all our time and trouble
would have been amply repaid; but we have done more than that, we
have continually brought home news about the walls of Jerusalem, and
about that immense wall which runs round the city at a depth of 100 or
120 feet below the surface, and we have found out a great deal of the
absolute topography of the city and a great number of disjointed facts,
which will all fall in their places when we have gone further in our dia-
coveries. It is just the same a8 if you have a joining map; every fresh
piece you get adds to the intelligibility of the rest, and so it is with the
fragments of our discovery; every fresh fact becomes of more and
more relative value.

When we think of the great space over which the field of explora-
tion at Jerusalem spreads, and of the single-handed, unassisted way
in which Captain Warren had to go about it, I think we have
every reason to congratulate him and ourselves. There are one or
two indirect results of our expedition which are of great import-
ance. For instance, there is the Moabite Stone; but for this Fund,
nobody would have cared for the Moabite Stone, and it would have
been lying now in the same oblivion as it was before. It is the spirit of
research which we had instituted which urged on the discovery of it,
and if we get that stone, as there is some prospect of our doicg, it will
be a great triumph for us. (Hear, hear). I heard yesterday of a great
discovery recently made in Jerusalem by M. Clermont-Ganneau.
He has found a large stone with an inscription in seven lines in Greek,
from which it appears that it was one of the stones placed round the
Court of Herod's Temple, and the inscription was intended to warn
every one to keep out of that temple on pain of death. Now these
stones are mentioned by Josephus, who calls them by the same name—
* Spvpaxros "—by which they are called on the stone itself, an unusual
name, and a striking corroboration of the assertion of Josephus. It
is just as if he had written his description with this stone before his
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eyes. That, too, I believe would not bave been found, or even looked
for, but for the spirit of investigation and research which we have set
on foot, and therefore that again is a great encouragement to us to
proceed with our excavations. (Hear, hear).

One word more as to the obligation which lies upon us to do this
work : because if we are not convinced of that we ought to be. I cannot
urge this more appropriately or more forcibly thun by a passage from
& recent speech of the Dean of Westminster on the subject of 8t.
Alban’s Abbey. The Dean says: “ This nineteenth century I believe
to be the very firat age of the world which, by a long course of civilisa-
tion, has hud clearly impressed upon its mind, in a manner which no
no other generation ever had it impressed, the peculiar value of these
ancient documents, the peculiar duty of preserving them to future ages,
and the peculiar insight into their merit. We have far more light on
the subject than any other generation of our countrymen ever had
before; and if we allow St. Alban’s to fall it will not be from mere
insensibility, but a positive sin againat the light granted to us.” Bravo,
Mr. Dean! What you say of St. Alban’s applies even more strongly to
the survey of Palestine. If we, the intelligent instructed people of
England, who know the Bible 8o well and can appreciate the gain which
it will be to have a thoroughly good minute map of the country of the
Bible, do not support and carry through this survey, it will not be, as it
would have been to our forefathers, from mere insensibility, but it
will be a positive sin against the light granted to us. (Loud cheers).

Sir H. RawrinsoN, K.C.B.—My Lord, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—
In obedience to the mandate of the chairman, I rise to move the first
resolution; and I am proud of this opportunity, as President of the
Royal Geographical Society, to bear testimony to the valus of the ser-
vicesa which have been rendered to the cause of geography by the
Palestine Exploration Fund, and the more 8o uas those services of the
past are an earnest of success in the future. 1t is hardly necessary
to point out to any meeting, still less to a meeting of the character 1
am addressing, the general importance of geographical investigations,
but I may remark that this importance is greatly enhanced as it applies
to Palestine; because merely reading the Bible without the help of
maps, or with a dry catalogue of names to refer, is very much as if
a physicist should seek to restore the anatomy of a human creature by
the mere inspection of the dry bomes of its skeleton. Palestine is
now in this respect a skeleton; but when we have completed the survey
we propose to undertake, it will be instinct with life and vitality. If
we can only define the sites of the great events of the Mosaic and
Christian histories, such a definition must inevitably excite our interest
and confirm our faith. At present as we know hardly anything of the
interior of the country, the events which occurred in it appear, in many
cases, with the dreamy and uncertain outline of an ancient legend,
whereas, when this survey is made, they will take the familiar features
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of practical life, and will thus arouse our interest and lead us the more
asguredly to believe that which we are reading. Let any one take up
that most interesting chapter, which is to be found in the ‘‘ Recovery
of Jerusulem,” on the Sea of Galilee, and let me ask him whether he
does not rise from the perusal with a much better appreciation of the
barmony and truth of the Gospel than he could have had before? It
has been said by a French writer, though with some exaggeration, that
the geography of Palestine has the force of a fifth Gospel, as it com-
pletes and harmonizes the other four. What I want then to bring to
the special notice of this meeting is the little progress that has been
made towards the acquisition of this fiftth Gospel. But it is necessary,
in the first place, to let you know what has been done, in order to show
what remains to be done; and I will draw attention, therefore, to a
few of the chief geographical results accomplished by the recent sur-
veys. Firat, we have Captain Wilson's reconnaissance survey, from
north to south, over an extent of above 100 miles. The survey com-
menced at Banias and was continued to Jerusalem; but, as Lieut.
Anderson says, “the extent of work accomplished compared with what
remains to be done is as is the seam of a coat to the whole garment.”
If we measure the whole country, from Dan to Beersheba, it will give
us an area of about 8,400 square miles, of which not one-twentieth part
has been surveyed. Lieut. Anderson, in fact, says the region has been
only “ partially explored ;” thereby confirming what Mr. Grove has so
graphiocally brought before you. The second geographical result I must
bring to your notice is the survey of the peninsula of Sinai, by Captains
Wilson and Palmer, and Messrs. Palmer and Holland. This is a most
valuable work, and, as far as that particular part of the country is
concerned, may be considered as exhaustive and complete. And the
third result to which I would call your attention, is Captain Warren's
description of the country east of Jordan, and his admirable paper
on the Plain of Philistia. In this last named paper he states that he
has examined 800 square miles of the country on the Mediterranean,
and has determined the latitude and longitude of more than 200 points,
a most creditable work for him to have accomplished, almost un-
assisted, and in such a desolate region. In Captain Wilson’s paper on
the Sea of Galilee, I must further notice his discovery of some most
interesting sites. He has donme much to explain the geography of
Capernaum, Bethsaida, and Chorazin, and he has also written a very
interesting paper on the site of Ai and the altar of Bethel. I now
come to the last paper on the list, namely, the recent journey of Mr.
Palmer and Mr. Tyrrwhitt Drake in the descent of the Tfh. This I
have no hesitation in pronouncing to be really a wonderful work. The
more I have examined it, the more impressed 1 have become with the
extraordinary success which has attended their efforts, without any
due preparation or adequate mcans. I think I may say that the
council of the Ruyal Geographical Society would hardly have imagined
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it possible that a party so small in numbers, and 8o moderately equipped,
could have produced such a map, or even that the country could bave
been traversed at all; [ must repeat that the map which they have
given us does them infinite credit, and I allude to it particularly,
becanse if 8o much can be done with such inadequato means, it must
be evident that, should the new survey which we now propose be
properly supported, it will give us results that may bear comparison with
any in the records of geography. 1 look upon both of the maps which
I have noticed as highly creditable achievements—the map, [ mean, of
Moab, and this map of Negeb aud the desert of the Tlh, which the
Royal Geographical Society would have been most proud to have had
executed under its auspices. Mr. Tyrrwhitt Drake, I am further given
to understand, is at this moment employed in another most intereat-
ing work, being about to accompany Reschid Pasha directly across
the country between Damascus and Petra, along a line which is almost
a blank, at present, in geography. I must also pay a tribute to the
admirable paper by the Count de Vogiié in the ‘““ Recovery of Jeru.
salem,” on the Hauran. The paper in question was sent in under very
remarkable circamstances. When it was required for publication the
Count was in the field in charge of an ambulance corps. On receiving
the notice, however, he returned to Paris, and forwarded his manu-
script; sending it off unfinished as it was, and then returned to his
duty and to the aid of his suffering countrymen. I am.sure it must
be very gratifying to us to be honoured on this occasion with the pre-
sence of one of the best known explorers of Pualestine, the Count de
Sauley; because, althongh we have hitherto been working indepen-
dently, we are always antious to co-operate with foreign explorers or
students, whether French or American. At present, indeed, we con-
template an organised co-operation with the American Palestine Society,
undertaking for ourselves the survey of the country to the west, and
leaving that to the east of Jordan to the American Society. But for
carrying out this work the meeting will understand that means are
required; that, in fact, we want the sinews of war. The point then
which I have the honour to impress specially on your attention is—
that you should, each of you, not only aid our object individually, but
that you should eeek to impress upon your friends and acqnaintances
the real importance of the survey of Palestine, and the necessity there
is for obtaining funds to support it. The resolution I have the honour
to propose is couched in the following words:—* That this meeting
hails with satisfaction the announcement of the Committee of their
intention to take immediate steps to complete the survey of Palestine,
and pledges itself to support them in this important work.” (Cheers.)
The Rev. GEORGE WiLLiaMs.—I have extreme satisfaction in
seconding this resolution, becanse I agree so entirely with the
language of it. I do hail with satisfaction the announcement of the
proposed sarvey. I shall not be suspected of want of appreciation of
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what the Fund has done for Jerusalem if I say that, looking to the
interests of the topography and archmology of Palestine, I have
regretted that this work which is now to be undertaken has not been
carried out before. You have already heard a great deal on this
point, and you may have seen the papers which have been circnlated in
the room on the importance of this matter and ite bearing on the
right anderstanding of the Bible. That which has just been accom-
plished in the survey of Mount Sinai is the best illustration of what
may be done for Palestine. I am surprised that no reference has been
made to a former Ordnance survey of that country, mentioned in
Vandevelde’s introduction to his book. You must be aware that
his map is grounded on a survey of the country by our Ordnance
officers. It was never published, but it was printed in three large
sheets; and Lord Clarendon, when he was Foreign Minister, sent me
a copy of it. I comsider it the best yet published, even better than
Vandevelde’s. It is a thoroughly honest map, based on a complete
survey of that part of the country throungh which they passed; and
it might, I think, well form the basis of the survey of the country
which is now to be undertaken. Sir Henry Rawlinson has alluded to
a map of the Sea of Tiberias, of which there has been a reduced copy
published. It is a moet beantiful specimen of the work which Captain
Wilson did there; and it is, I need hardly say, most interesting, as the
chief seat of. our blessed Lord’s ministry, and is that part of the
oountry which, next to the cities of Jerusalem and Nazareth, has the
greatest interest to all Christiuns. But there is & survey of another
part of the country which to me has almost as great an interest as
that. This was drawn, I think, by Licutenant Anderson, and repre-
sents the neighbourhood of Nablous. It gives the mountaine of Ebal
and Gerizim, the plain of el-Mukhnah, to the east; and the valley that
runs up from Jacob’s Well to Nablons. Thie is of immense historical
value, because it not only represents places we bave been familiar with,
but illustrates a curious and interesting coincidence in the observations
‘made by Captain Wilson, by Lieut. Anderson, and by myself. We
are convinced that we have found the place of the great national
assembly of the coming in of the Israelites under Joshua, when the
Law was again proclaimed, and where Joshua assembled the tribes
shortly before his death, and gave them that exhortation which we
find at the end of the book of Joshua. The place ia identified by this
fact. There is a sacred place which goes by the name of El-‘Amud,
ie., the column ; and when we know that Joshua set up a stone of com-
memoration, and find the name still in use among the Mohammedans,
and tbat the Mohammedans regard it as a sacred place, it seems beyond
question that we are enabled to fix that as the spot where the
covenant was renewed in the days of Joshua. The place, too, has this
remarkable peculiarity :—There is found in the roots of Mount Gerizim
and Mount Ebal, a double amphitheatre, 80 perfect, that you would
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think it must have been artificially formed, und you see an appearance
resembling benches in the natural strata of the limestone rock, rising
up tier ahove tier, in 8 kind of theatre with a stage in the midst, thus
presenting an opportunity of gathering together an almost innumerable
concourse of people. I have no doubt that this is the place where
Abraham erected his first altar, and where Jacob afterwards repaired
or renewed the altar which his grandfather Abrabham had built, and
which has been regarded as sacred by all races from that time to the
present. No doubt there are other places in Palestine which would
yield results very little short of this, if the country were to be
thoroughly explored. The Bible was not written to teach us about
battle-fields and strategy ; but there are in it geographical touches
which light up its history in a marvellous manner, and when a com-
plete map is made it will illustrate the sacred text in a way we are not
aware of. I am sorry this survey near Nablous did not go farther,
because if it had it would have given us the tombs of Eleazer and of
Phineas. Then there is another part which I am very anxious to have
surveyed as carefully and as much in detail as possible, and that is
the Valley of Elah, or es-Sumt as it is called now, which is associated
with the history of David. That Valley of Elah, which is mentioned
in the seventeenth chapter of the first bovk of Samuel, is one ot
the most clearly marked sites in Palestine. There are many names
mentioned in the Bible which, in their present Arabic forms, cling to
the places, and enable us to identify the sites of these events without
question. The lists of places in the book of Joshua bave been men-
tioned,—thoee marvellous topographical lists, of which I have said
before, and must repeat again, I have no doubt we should recover nine-
tenths of the names or more, if the country were thoroughly explored,
on one condition that I shall mention presently. But the question
is, how is this Survey to be accomplished? It must be evident that,
if £15,000 are required for the pnrpose, we must all exert ourselves to
the utmost of our power to raise this large sum. But, supposing the
money to be got, what will he the best way to set to work for the survey
of the country? I am delighted to see that it is proposed to be done
by Ordnance officers, because we may trust that they will do their
work in that country as accurately as they have done it in this country,
and because the prestige which they have established by the work they
have done here would give great authority to their work in Palestine.
Dr. Pusey says, “ Would it not be possible to have a quasi-Ordnance
map P’ but I should earnestly hope that we may have a real Ordnance
survey and map. I have only one more word to say, and that is, that
it seems to me to be a matter of great importance that there should
be attached to this survey, as there was to the survey of Sinai, some
one who is thoroughly conversant both with the English language
and also with the language of that country. I have here the nomen-
clature of Sinai compiled in the most masterly manner by Mr. E. H.
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Palmer. It is & work of immense value, and therefore [ do hope the
Executive Committee will do their best to prevail upon Mr. Palmer
to accompany this expedition, and give us the meaning of the names,
just as he has in this nomenclature of Mount Sinai. It is only by
this means that we can arrive at a proper description of this country,
because the names of places have undergone slight alterations, and
owing to the form of the language, it is ouly such a thorough master
of Arabic as Mr. Palmer is who can do what is required in this respect.
I am sorry to have occupied so much of your time, but it is because this
is a subject in which I have for many years felt so deep an interest.
(Cheers.)

The Rev. Dr. BARRY.—As I have not hitherto been a subscriber to
this Fund, I appear in the interesting attitude of a couvert, for I have
come to the conclusion that whatever other calls there may be upon me
it will be my duty to subscribe to this most important object; besides
that there may be some interest in the view which may be taken by one
who has no special knowledge of the subject, but, simply. as it is one
of the many movements that are going on for the illustration of Holy
Writ. It has been found that it is our duty as much as possible to
bring out, not only the supernataral and divine elements in the study
of the Bible, but that element which is natural, and I regard this as one
of the great movements in favour of that kind of illustration, and because
it is & great movement, I say the greater is my interest in it. Although
for generations man has been commenting on the Bible, and has been
found desirons of pouring out his knowledge in the illustration of it,
there is a large amount of illustration still o be done. Every one
knows the value of historical illustration, and the labours of Mr. Penrose,
and Dr. Smith, and others. The history of St. Paul’s shipwreck,
although it has been in the hands of Christians for centuries, has been
wrought out with a vividness hitherto unknown. On the firgt reading
of the work on Sinai und Palestine, which I may mention in the presence
of its author, we felt at once that we had gained a vivid and lifelike
picture which enabled us to understand our Bibles better than before.
There are many results yet to be yielded, and any exertions we can
make in this direction will not only tend to the promotion of science,—
and it is no slight thing to make such a map a8 is now proposed ; it will
be one important addition to our knowledge of the world,—and although
this is a very great object, it is small in comparison with the effect it will
have in illustrating more fully that book which contains the science of
life, and the science of life hereafter. (Cheers).

The Very Reverend The DEAN oF WesTmINsTER.—My Lord Arch-
bishop, I will not detain this meeting long. So mach has been already
gaid to substantiate the necessity of having the survey made as proposed,
that I may perhaps confine myself to one or two points which have
been suggested by my own experience in Palestine. The Principal of
King's College has spoken of my work on Sinai and Palestine, but what
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I folt myself in Palestine, and what every traveller must feel. ia that, in
the way in which the busy English travel, you are constantly leaving.
on one side or the other, many points which you are anxious to know
something about. This difficulty is aggravated by this peculiar circuin-
stance in the history of Judma and Palestino—that, whereas in former
timea the ancient inbabitants, both Canaanitish and Israelite, en-
deavoured to live on the tops of the hills, the modern roads, on the
other hand, are in the valleys, and you are therefore constantly avoid-
ing, and it might appear purposely avoiding, the very sites that you
would most desire to explore. Now it is those very hill tops which
an Ordnance surveyor will take into consideration as he would similar
deserted hills and rainous pluces in England; and it is really quite
enough to say thut as we have an Ordnuance survey of England, and 1
believe, alsu, of Greece, it does seem to me quite absurd not to have an
Ordnance survey of Palestine. Those deserted hills and ruinous places
bave been observed by travellers from time to time, but their relations
to the valleys and the roads have not been put together. My distin.
guished friend M. de Saulcy paid particular attention to thoee piles und
heaps on the shores of the Red Sea; and I hope that another advan-
tage this society will have is that his fellow.countryman, M. De Vogiié,
is under the present government of France, and I hope under whatever
government that country may have, may long remunin its representative
at Constantinople, and that under his auspices every traveller going
to Palestine will receive every encouragement and information which
visitors to this sacred and most interesting conntry can possibly desire.
I concur most heartily in the resolution which has been mioved and
seconded. (Cheers).

His Grace the ARcHBISHOP OF YORK baving left the Clair, it wa
occupied by W. MorRrisoN, Esq., M.P., who put the resolution to the
meeting, when it was carried unanimously.

Dr. BircH.—I bave much pleasure in moving the second resolution.
The object of it is in conaection with the American institution, which
has been formed at New York, in imitation of the Palestine Exploration
Fund, in order to carry out excavations in Palestine, and which holds out
the hand of friendship to us in the way which has been brought before
your notice this morning. There can be no doubt that this survey is
highly important in order that we may have, for the first time, a really
good map of Palestine. We have excelleat surveya of portions of the
country, but they do not extend over the whole of it. You have the
result of Captain Wilson’s and Captain Warren’s labours, and others,
but still you require an extensive survey all over the country, which will
be of the greatest possible interest, becanse it is not possible to under-
stand the history or the institutions of any country without baving a
clear idea of its topography. Without that, history becomes an im.
perfect and dim vision floating Lefore the mind of him who reads it. In
order to make this entire survey, which will cost as much ns £15,000, it

N
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will be most desirable that these two bodies should unite together ; and
if you look at any map of Palestine you will find that our American
friends huve undertuken no slight task in investigating the eastern side
of Jordan ; the weatern part, which we have undertaken, is bounded by
the sea. I may say that I hope the survey, or the researches, will be
ocarried beyond the limits of Palestine itself, because recent investiga-
tions have shown that many matters of great interest have been
found out of Palestine proper. Although the excavations in Jerusa-
lem have not hitherto afforded those results which we might have
anticipated, that is owing to the peculiar position of Jerusalem itself.
The ruins of the ancient city are very low under the ground, besides
which the place is occupied by a living population ; but for the purposes
of this survey you will not have to go 40ft. under the earth. From the
excavations and researches which have been made at the instigution of
the Palestine Exploration Fund by Captain Whilson, Mr. Palmer, and
others, we have obtained a great deal of information, not only as to
Palestine, but as to Egypt ; and when we find the right hand of fellow-
ship 80 freely offered by the society in New York, we cannot do better
than pass this resolution, pledging the meeting to co-operate with that
society as the best mode of coming to a successful result. It is by the
mutual co-operation of these societies in one plan for the formation of
a perfect map, and by our action under the united flags of England and
America, that we shall be able to reflect credit on both countries; and
1 hope nothing will tend to disturb the equanimity that prevails be-
tween them. It is for these reasons that I ask the meeting to agree to
this resolution, and as you have already heard so muoch upon the topo-
graphy of Palestine, I will only say that it is upon those considerations
that I call upon this meeting, in the words of the resolution, to * express
its gratification at the establishment of an independent association in
New York for the exploration of the Holy Land; and at their proposal
to work in unison with the English committee, by undertaking the
investigation of the country east of the river Jordan, and that it
pledges jtaself to a cordial co-operation with the American association.”

M. pe SAULCY seconded the resolution.®

Mr. E. H. PALMER, in speaking to the resolutions, said:—It is true
that Palestine, west of Jordan, possesses the greatest interest as being
the more immediate scene of our Lord’s life and ministry; but the
district on the other side, that is, the strip of country lying between
the Jordan and the great Eastern desert, has many claims upon our
attention. This region is very fertile, and in that respect may bear
a favourable comparison with Palestine itself, and being fertile and
also well watered, it has from the earlieat times been thickly populated.
While standing on one of the eminences in Moab I myself counted

* M. de Saulcy’s admirable speech (in French) was unfortunately not reported.
Some of his suggestions will appear in our next Quarterly.
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no less than eight fortified towns. The peoples who have succes-
sively occupied the country, and driven out the former inhabitants,
have not built fresh cities on new sites, but they have in every case
destroyed the town and built it up again with the old materials; so
that although ita outward features may be altered the town itaelf
remains the same. For similar reasons the ancient name will always
cling to the spot. In the east, and especially in Moab, the settled
population i8 in constant dread of an attack from the predatory
tribes inhabiting the desert; security is, therefore, the first condition
required in selecting a site. A commanding position on some lofty
eminence, the proximity of water, and many similar physical advan-
tages, combine to influence the early settlers in their choice of a posi-
tion, and the same considerations will have equal weight with those
who come after them. It is impossible, therefore, to change the sites
of towns, and when, as I have just remarked, one nation has van-
quished another and rebuilt a town, it is just as much the old town
a8 ever it was, and 80 we may go into the country, expecting to find, as
we do find, the ancient names attaching to the ancient sites. I need
only mention such names as Dhfbin and Ma'in, the modern representa~
tives of the Dibon and Maon of Scripture, to support my statement. But
it is not merely in the names of towns and ruins that we find these
records of the ancient state of things, but among the people themselves.
In their language, habits, and traditions, we find something constantly
cropping up which illustrates the ancient records and confirms the
truth of Holy Writ. A curious instance of that fell under my own
notice. I discovered it in Moab, but I did not kmow its valne till I
came home. It was this: when we were encamped at Dhibén, I
asked the Arabs whereabouts the Moabite stone was discovered. The
answer was, “ Between the two Adriths.” Now Adrith means a plough-
man, and I replied, ‘‘ I suppose you mean ‘ The two ploughed fields’P”
“ No,” said my informant, ‘I mean those two hills;” and it appears
that every eminence in the country surmounted by ruined sites is
called a “ hérith.,” 1 noted this at the time as a curious local idiom,
and took no farther notice of it; but when I came across the name
of the ancient capital of Moab, Kir Haraseth, and referred to the
Rabbinical authorities upon it, I found this word Aaraseth had consider-
ably puzzled the commentators. Now haresh, or Aaraseth, in Hebrew
is precisely identical with the word * hirith,” which I had heard,—and
Kerek, the present representative of the ancient capital of Moab,
stands upon the most decided eminence of this kind; and we can well
understand how the ancient city might have been spoken of as par
excellence ** the city of the hill,” Kfr Aarasheth. Thus we find in the
present local idiom of the country the explanation of a difficulty which
neither Jewish nor Christian commentators on the Bible were able to
explain before. (Cheers.) In a similar way we find that traditions and
customs live because they are localised. The people remember some
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strange tule or legend that has attached itself to a place even better
than they do the ancient sturies of their former homes, and 8o it is
among the Bedawin of Moab,—the Arabs who came from Arabia
proper and turned out the original population. I found here the tradi-
tion of Lot’s wife still existing and attached to a rock which presents a
strange resemblance to a human figure. It would be idle to contend
that the rock in question is actually the transformed wife of the prophet,
bat it is singular to find that the tradition existe on the spot where
8>dom und Gomorrah were destroyed, and attaches itself to the most
salient feature of the place. 1 can say nothing as to the scale upon
which the American expedition is to be conducted, or the probable
chances of their discovering ancient monuments, because I do not
know what facilities they may have for excavation. T searched the
length and breadth of the land, but could not find any more Moabite
stones on the surface. With regard to this celebrated Moabite stons,
however, 1 may say a few words. Unlike the former conquerors of the
country, Mohammedanism never repairs; it only destroys, and in this
case it has done us the service of leaving this interesting stone un-
touched upon the surface. It was solely owing to misunderstandings
among the first discoverers of it, and to the fact that they did not know
to which tribe of Arabs it really belonged, that the stone was des-
troyed; but had the discoverers of it been possessed of anything like
authentic information respecting the people who inbabit the country
it might have been preserved. Undoubtedly, beneath the débris of
the ruined cities that cover the surface of the country east of Jordan,
there must exist many similar monuments. I think, however, I have
said safficient to show you that there is good reason for exploring that
part of the country and a fair chance of finding something tungible to
reward us for so doing; and therefore I have had the greatest pleasure
in hearing the announcement that America is about to send an expedi-
tion to the country, and I am sure every one here will desire to co-
operate with them, and to thank them heartily for thus endeavouring to
aid us in the work which we all have at heart. (Cheers.)

The resolution was carried unanimously.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was then moved by Dr. CHAPLIN,
and seconded by Mr. MACGREGOR.

ERRATUM.

In p. 119, Quarterly New Series, No. 11., the second table of Meteorological
Observations was printed from a wrong paper by mistake. The first table is
correct.
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