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April 10th, 1869.

The Sakhra—On Thursday, 8th inst., I visited the Dome of the Rock
(**Mosque of Omar’; and examined the Rock or Sakhra. On the
north side there is a gutter cut out of the solid, leading from the western
upper side to the northern lower plateau, The gutter is shown on the
Ordnance Survey detail plan of Captain Wilson; extending in a
northerly direction from the gutter for about oft. are two pieces of
flagging lying horizontally on the vock, abuut 2ift. in width. This
Hugging conceals an opening in the rock Oft. long and 2ft. wide.
Inside is a passage or cutting 2ft. wide and about 11ft. long, leading
nearly due north; it commences from the end of the gutter, and the
rock is cut down perpendicularly on both sides and ut the southern end.
At the northern end it could not be ascertained whether it was the rock
or masonry. The first 5ft. of this passuge is covered by the flagging,
then for 4ft. its roof is of rock only about 4in. thick; beyond this the
pavement round the Sakhra covers the passage.

At present this passage or cell is about 3ft. deep, but it is filled up at
the bottom with soft earth or rubbish, and the real depth cannot be
ascertained. It is not easy to determine the object of this passage or
cell. It isunlike the tombs and loculi scen about Jerusalem, and it can
hardly have been for draining the rain-water off the surfuce into a tank,
as the gutter commences from the higher portion of the rock.

Sir Jobn Maundeville relates (apparcntly of this Dome of the Rock)
A.D. 1322:.—

“And in e naddie of the femple ave many bigh stages, 14 steps
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high, with good pillars all about, and this place the Jews call the holy
of holies. No man except the prelate of the Saracens, who makes their
gacrifice, is allowed to come in there. And the people stand all about
in divers stages, according to their dignity or rank, so that they may
all see the sacrifice.” From this it would appear that the present
exposed rock was then concealed by a raised dais, with steps leading
down all round, in which case the gutter may have been used for carry-
ing away the water when the dais was washed after the Moslem
sacrifice.

I may here offer a suggestion with regard to the Dome of the Rock,
which I have not seen hinted at in any work, viz., that it may be the
Sepulchre of David. Messrs. Fergusson,tThrupp, and Lewin object to
the traditional site of the tomb of David (at the Coenaculum), and the
two former place it near to the temple area.

XT..

11th May, 1869.

Golden Gute—The Golden Gate occupies a position in the east
Haram Wall, where an examination below the surface would probably
afford much valuable information. Unhappily, the greater portion of this
east wall is lined with Mahometan tombs, and we are precluded from
digging near them. It is true that a shaft could be sunk through the
cemetery without in any way interfering with the graves, but it is very
doubtful whether permission for this could be obtained.

It does not appear that there is any real feeling on the subject, as we
find on all sides tombs, Jewish, Christian, and Mahometan, nsed as
dwelling-places and stables by the people of the country, and sarcophagi
used as watering troughs; but there is a certain amount of sentiment
involved, and the same people who see no harm in the destruction of
tombs while quarrying, in nsing them as stables, and in building the
tombatones into their houses, think it desecration for a Frank in any
way to examine these interesting relics.

It being deeirable, then, to examine the wall at the Golden Gate, the
only method was to sink a shaft at some distance off and drive a gallery
up, 80 as to be altogether out of the way of the cemetery. (See plan 39.)

The nearest convenient point was found to be 143ft. from the south
end of the gate, and in a line perpendicular to its front, in a piece of
ground through which a shaft was sunk in 1867.

This point was found to be 55ft. 6in. below the level of the ground
outside the gate. The shaft was commenced 25th January, 1869, and
sunk down 25ft. 6in., giving a total difference of level between the
ground outside the gate and the bottom cf the shaft of 8lft. (See
section. Also for nature of soil sunk through see Letter V., 12th Sep-
tember, 1867.)

104



PALESTINE EXPLOLATION FUND.

A gallery was then driven in to west. und at 10ft. 3in. the rock was
struck, rising about one in four to the west; the gallery then rose
gently with the rock until at 18ft. Gin. o tank or rock-cut tomb was
crossed. The examination of this was rescrved. and the gallery continued,
until at 27ft. the rock was found to present a ent scarp of 3ft. 9in.
Leight, on the south side, running in a north-westerly direction, the
natural surface of the rock inclining to the north. The scarped rock
was followed for over 10ft., when it suddenly took a turn t> north, and
it was necessary to cross over it. On top of the scarp a rough masonry
wall was found, which waa broken throngh. At this point, 37ft. from the
shaft, the total rise in the gallery was 8ft.

The rock is mezzeh, and on the scarp, about 2ft. 10in. from the
bottom, was found a hole cut for passing a rope through, similar to those
found in the cavern south of the Triple Gate (described January 30th,
1869). This ring or hole was apparently for tying up animals to.

The gallery was now continued on a gradual rise through a loose and
dangerous accumulation of stones. At 47ft. the rock was found to rise
suddenly to a height of 4ft., and at 53ft. another rough masonry wall
was encountered and broken through. At 68ft. a portion of the shaft
of a column (3ft. in diameter) was met with, placed erect in the débris,
und about 3ft. above the rock. (See sketch in “ Nlustrated London
News,” page 425, April 24th, 1869.) On the bottom of this shaft of
column are what appear to be masons’ marks, of which I have taken a
cast.

TFrom this point forward the work became very dangerous, the gallery
being driven through a mass of loose boulders alternating with layers of
shingle, which on being set in motion runs like water.

At 85ft. from the shaft, the gallery had ascended 25ft. 6in. The
débris now began to run into the gallery, forming a cavity above; and to
prevent further falls fifty old baskets were stuffed in. and a quantity of
old timber. After a considerable amount of labour the gullery was con-
tinued, and at 97ft. (i.e., 46ft. from the Haram Wall) a massive masonry
wall was reached, running north and south.

An attempt was made to break through this wall, but after getting
in 5ft. it was abandoned: the stones being of large size it was also
found not practicable to get over the wall, as it appears to continue up
to a considerable height. A gallery was then driven south along the
wall for 14ft., but there was no appearance of any break. The débris
pierced through was of the loosest description, and the gallery had
become in a highly dangerous state. T therefore had it tamped up,
leaving in all the frames for about 30ft.

The tamping up was continued as far asthe hanging column, and at
the same time a branch gallery was driven to north from a point im-
mediately east of the colvmn. At 14ft. it was turned-in to the west
(see plan x#5). It was found that there was here about 3ft. of solid earth
between the débris and the rock, and by very careful management the
gallery was driven on for 34ft. from the turn. At this point the massive
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wull was again met with, running in a north-westerly direction; the
gallery followed along it, Lut the layer of sulid carth gradually
dituinished in thickness, until on 28th April, when 55ft. from the tuimn,
th. shingle suddenly came in with a rush, quickly filling up 6tt. of the
gallery, and burying some of the tools. An attempt to remove this
shingle was of no avail; when touched it only ran further into the
sallery, and I have, very reluctantly, been obliged to abandon thu
work.

Although we have not succeeded in our object at this point, we have
at lcust obtained some interesting results.

1. It is now nearly certain that at the Golden Gate the Haram Wall
extends below the present surface outside, to @ depth of from 30ft. to
40fe.  (See section 3i5.)

2. Itappears that the rock has an inclination to the north near the
Golden Gate.

3. The massive wall where [irst cncountered is about 5Uft. in front of
the Golden Gate. Itappears from thence to run to north and graduully
turns in to west, apparently following the contour of the ground.

This wall is composed of large quarry.dressed blocks of me:zek,
8> far similar to the lower course seen in the Haram Wall near
the Golden Gate, that the roughly dressed faces of the stones pro-
Jject about 6 inches beyond the marginal drafts, which are very rough.
Thoe stones appear to be in courses 2ft. 6in. in height, and over 5ft. in
length. On trying to break through the wall a hole was made 5ft. 6in.,
without any signs of the stone terminating. The borizontal joints are
not close, but appear to be about 12in. apart and filled in with stones
6in. cube, packed in a very curious cement, whick now looks like an
avgillaceous stone and has a conchoidal fracture. The fellahin pronounce
it to be formed of lime, oil, and the virgin red earth, and state that such
is used at the present day in the formation of visterns. Specimens of
this cement have been sent home.

It is disagrecable to have failed in reaclhing the Golden Gute, but to
pierce through the dékris of the nature encountered, some special
machinery would have to be used ; and it is dangerous to put anything
but the simplest instruments into the hands of the fellahin.

We also cannot work more thun a certain number of days at a time
at u difficult place, as the constant danger causes the nerves to become
unstrung after a time, and then a few days at safer work is required;
only those who have expericnced the peculiar effect of the rattling of
the deébris upon the frames, with the prospect at any moment of the
boards being crushed in by « large stone, can appreciate the deterring
intluence it has upon the workmen. The non-commissioned officers
have to keep continually to the front, or the men will not venture
up.

1t appears probable that the massive wall met with may continue up
to the surfuce, as immediately above it, in the road, are some large
roughly bevelled stones lying in the same line.

I send by this mail w section (27 of the vock inthe Golden Gate. and
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to fullow is an approximate elevition of the East 1aram Wall {535} and
a section through the Iluram Area.

XLIL

Muy 17tk, 1869,

Bub el-Mathara.—Having failed to find any entrance similar to
Barclay's Gate in the West Haram Wall, south of Wilson’s Arch, I
have been making a search to north of that arch. Any examination
here is difficult, as the present surface outside is gencrally about the
same level as, or higher than, that of the Haram Avea.

Twenty feet to the south of Bab el-Mathara is a large cistern (num-
bered xxx. on the Ordnance Map), which was discovered and surveyed
by Captain Wilson: it runs cast and west, and is shown as piercing
the Haram Wall. On plan it is singularly like the vaulted passage
leading from Barclay’s Gate; it is of the same width, and runs the
distance into the Haram Area, but it does not appear to turn vound at
the inner extremity, as the other passage docs.

It would be very interesting to ascertain whether over this cistern
(xxx.) there is a lintel similar to that at Barclay's Gate.

Yesterday, when examining the Haram Wall on the outside, in an
Effendi’s honse, I found a cistern which, on examination, proved to be
in direct prolongation of cistern xxx., but not so wide. It was nearly
ewpty, and I was able to go down and measure it. It ic 34ft. 6in. from
surface of ground to bottom; width from north to south, nearly 12ft.;
and length from east to west, 14ft. 9in. On the south there is a recess.
so that the Haram Wall is exposed over a surface 28ft. in height and
12ft. in length, but it is for the most part covered with plaster. At
22ft. from the bottom can be seen the springing of a modern masonry
arch, which is apparently the western extremity of the vault of cistern
xxx. There are no signs of any lintel or large stones, but the surface
here is over 6ft. above the general level of the Haram Arca, and the
wall, free of plaster, could only be seen to a depth of 12ft. below the
surface, that is to say, it could not be scen so low down as the level of
the upper bevelled course at the Jews' Wailing Place. It isveryneces-
sury that the plaster covering the wall should be removed. as by so
doing the wall would be bared to a level lower than the bottom of the
lintel at Barclay’s Gate.

It is desirable that Captain Wilson’s description of this passage or
cistern xxx. should be published. What T have here written is in con.
tinuation of his remarks.
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Noo Lo-Retwn showing the height, &c., of Courses of Stone at Barclay’s Gateway, exposed by an excavation commencel 17th
Muarch, 1868, aud completed. The stones 1 to 8 are above ground, aud were observed about 40ft. from Barclay's Gate to north ;
thie remainder, from B to V, are beneath the surface of the ground.
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No. 1L

Return showing the height of Courses of Stones in the Haram Wall immediately
south of Wilson's Arch, exposed by an excavation commenced in November,
1867.

The sccond column shows the height of each course at Barclay's Gateway.
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May 21st, 1869. Cuantes WARREN, Lieut. R.E.

The fifth course is Levelled under the Mahkameh, but ‘not so at the Wailing
Place.
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Aay 21st, 1569.

West Wall of the Jaram Arca.—That portion of the lluram Wall to
be seen above ground is described in Captain Wilson's notes; T will
now describe those portions of the wall which we have exposed below
the surface to west.

Excavations have been made along the Haram Wall to west in three
places, viz., in front of Robinson's Arch, Barclay's Gateway, and under
Wilson’s Arch.

At Robinson's Arch we were not permitted to excavate near the wall ;
we therefore commenced a shaft at a distance of 72ft., sunk down to
rock, and then drove in towards the wall, passing the pier and getting
among the voussoirs of a fallen arch. Not being able to make our way
through these voussoirs, we sunk through the pavement on which they
rest, and 20ft. lower down came upon a rock-cut aqueduct, with two
circular pools cut out of the rock to the north and south of the bridge.
The Haram Wall was then reached and examined, but only at its founda-
tions, where it rests upon the rock. Tlie stones here are bevelled, but
rather carelessly worked.

At Barclay’s Gateway we exposed the whole of the courses in the
Haram Whall, from the lintel of the gate down to the rock, a depth of
78ft. 6in.

At Wilson’s Arch we also bared all the courses, from the springinys
of the arch to the rock, a depth of 54{t. 8in.; and also in a chamber ot
the Mahkameh, to the south of Wilson's Arch, we bared the wall for
17ft. in search of the second suburban pate. A return of the stones
met with in the wall is given (see pp. 105 and 109), showing the
heights and width of drafts. From this it may be seen that the courses
of stone at Wilson’s Arch and Barclay’s Gateway differ in height some-
times to as much as 2in. There can be no doubt, however, that they
are the same courses throughout.

We find that from stone C to E, at Wilson’s Arch, it measures just
25ft., and at Barclay’s Gateway the same; and in the same way, taking
any number of the courses together, and comparing them, we find that
they agrec in height. We therefore presume that from the northern end
of Wilson’s Arch to Barclay’s Gateway it is one wall from course 4
to the rock, and that in this space there is no other existing gate
similar to that of Barclay.

We have, then, in the western portion of the Haram Wall, two bridges
and one gate, and the two bridges so far correspond to each other
that they have the same span to Gin., and the spring of Wilson's
is only 7ft. above that of Robinson; in other respects. however, they
differ. The pier of Robinson’s Arch is of bevelled stone, and appears
in every way similar to the wall of the Haram. The pier of Wilson's
Arch, on the contrary, is for the first 19ft. built up of rough blocks, and
after that height of large squared unbevelled stones, similar to those
above the bevelled stones at the Wailing Place: also the voussoirs of
Wilson’s Arch are of a style which, I understand. is not met with until
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late in the days of the Roman Empire.  This, together with the fact of
our having met with a great heap of masonry (apparently voussoirs) in
the place where a former arch would bave fallen, may lead us to sup.
pose that the existing arch of Wilson cannot date so far back as tle
building of the Haram Wall; the stones at the springing and for the
first two courses are, liowever. appavently of the same age as the
Harum Wall.

May 200h, 1869.

Haram Wall, at Wilson's Arch.—Tho ground about Wilson's Arch,
below the surface, was examined in the lutter end of 1867, (See letters
XX.—XXII))

On 20th November, 1867, a shaft was commenced alongside the
Haram Wall, immediately under the southern end of Wilson's Arch
(8ee elevation), in the Pool el-Burak. The bottom of this pool is com-
posed to a depth of 3ft. 6in. of a very hard concrete, formed of stones
about 3in. cube, set in a hard cement. The first course below the sur-
face is cut back about 18in., apparently for the skewback of an arch.
Below this the stones are very similar in appearance to those at the
Wailing Place, but in better preservation. After passing through the
concrete we came upon black soil, and at 21ft. we came in contact with
a mass of very large stones, apparently the voussoirs and bevelled
stones of a fallen wall and arch. We were here delayed some days, as
the stones, being of mezzeh, could not be broken up with the hammer.
Lventually a hole about 2ft. squarc was cut through, and we were able
to continue our shaft. The stones passed through appear to be similar
to those in the Haram Wall, and the mass of them together is about
8ft. deep. Continuing down, we arrived at water at 44ft. from the sur-
face, which, on being observed for several days, was found to bubble in at
the northern end of the shaft and run out at the southern end ; but after
a night of heavy rain the water disappeared (see letter of December
21st, 1867), and we were able to continue down the Hara'n Wall until
at 51lft. 2in. from the surface, or 54ft. 8in. below the springing of
Wilson's Arch, we came upon the rock. The last stone (Q) of the
Haram Waull is let into the rock. and we sunk down about 1¥in.. until
we could see the bottom of the stone. There has been water on the
rock since we opened the shaft until the present time, and it appears to
have a very gentle motion towards the sonth; at certain times it rises
2ft. or 3ft. The last 8ft. or 10ft. we passed throngh before coming to
the rock is full of limestone crystals.

We now made a landing at 21ft. from the top of the shaft above the
large stones we had met with and drove a gallery in to south along the
Haram Wall, in search of any appeavance of the sccond suburban gate.
-\t 23ft. we came upon a wall of well-dressed stones, 2ft. by 2ft., butting
on to the Haram Wall. 'We were close to the top of it, and. passing
over, found a pavement extending THft. when we came unon a wall
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immediately below the southern wall of the Pool el Bmrauk. Having
found no signs of any gateway in the Haram Wall, this gallery was
abandoned.

We now sunk a shaft about 18ft. south of the southern end of the
Pool el Burak, along the Huram Wall, to a depth of 17ft., in scarch of
the gateway, with no result.

The width of Barclay’s Gate is nearly 19ft., and it can be seen on
looking at the clevation (v4g) that if a sccond suburban gate existed
to south of Wilson's Arch similar to Barclay's Gate, it would have been
visible in the shafts or gallery, or in some part of the Haram Wall
which is to be seen in the chawmbers under the Mahkameh.

We now commenced a shaft on the cast side of the pier of Wilson's
Avrch, about 7{t. from the southern end, and found it to be built of large,
well-cut, squared stones, rather larger than those in the Haram Wall,
but without any bevel. At 11ft. Gin. we came upon a reccss in the
pier, covered over with a great lintel, and similar to the recesses found in
the pier at Robinson’s Arch, except that it extends through three
courses instead of two. It is 9ft. 5in. in height, and about 6ft. wide,
and reaches 5ft. into the pier. Apparently it has once been used as a
gateway, as there are grooves cut in the stone as though for an iron
gate. Below this recess the pier is formed of great roughly-bewn
stones, to a depth of 19ft., when rock was struck. A gallery was now
driven along the rock across the valley to the east, from the bottom of
this shaft, until we reached the other side, close to where our first shaft
is. In this gallery we found the rock to have a general inclination
towards the east. There was a good deal of water in this gallery, and
at last we were nearly swamped out of it.

It is apparent that the lower part of the pier, below the recess, was
built after the débris had filled up the Tyropeeon Valley to that height,
and that the portion above and including the recess has the same
appearance as the portion of the wall (four courses) of squared stoncs
above the bevelled stones at the Wailing Place.

It is also to be remarked that at 21ft. down the eastern side of this
pier we met with the same kind of fallen masonry as in the shaft along
the west wall, from which we may infer that an arch existed previous
to the present one, and that it fell after the débris had filled up over
the rock to a height of from 20ft. to 30ft.

Barclay’s Gate.—In tlic weat wall of the Haram Area, about 270ft.
from the south-west angle, immediately under the Bab el-Magharibe,
is an enormous lintel, which, it appears, was first prominently brought
to notice in this century by Dr. Barclay, of the United States, in his
* City of the Great King.”

As there docs not appear to have been any generally received name
for the gateway over which this lintel rests, we have called it after Dr.
Barclay.
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In 1866 Captain Wilson excavated to a depth of about 25ft. in front
of the north jamb of the gate without reaching the sill. He also
explored a cistern in the Haram Avrca, which proved to be the continua-
tion of the Mosque el Burak, the two together furming the passage
leading from Barclay's Gate to the Haram Area above.

A brief description of the lic of the,ground at this point may be
necessary. The general level of the Huram Area is 2420ft. above the
Mediterrunecan, but near the Bab cl-Magharibe it is 2,416ft. Imme-
diately outside this gate the gencral surface is about 2,395ft., and a
ramp leads up to the Bab [rom the ground below. This ramp, near the
wall, is formed by two vauited chambers, one over the other; in the
lower one the lintel can be seen. The height of the lintel is 6ft. 10in.,
the total length visible is 20ft. lin.; the bottom is at a level of 2,398tt.
Sin., being 5ft. 5in. above the surface of the ground at that point. The
northern jamb of the gate can be seen; it is flush with the northern
side of the older portion of the passage inside, which is here 18ft. 8in.
wide, and we may reasonably supposec the gatewuy to be the same
width. The lintel would then be 2ift. Sin. in length.

The space below the lintel, forming the gateway, between the two
jambs, is built up in rough rubble, with bere and there a few cut stones.
Immediately above the lintel there are no courses of bevelled stones;
the masonry is modern, and the stones are small. At the Jews’ Wailing
Place there are two courses of bevelled stones and four of squared
stones above the level of the top of the lintel, but these all terminate
abruptly at about 12ft. from the gate.

An excavation was commenced bere on 17th March, 1869. It was
desirable to sink the shaft at some distance from that of Captain
Wilson, as where the soil is very loose it is dangerous to work again in
an old excavation. We commenced about 7{t. north of the jamb of the
gate alongside the Haram Wall. A description of each stone met with
in the Haram Wall is annexed. About 5{t. below the surface we came
upon a lamp and a good deal of broken pottery, of a different description
to what we had hitherto met with, and bearing beautiful impressions of
scrolls and other devices. At 14ft. a gallery was driven in to
south, until we reached the north jamb of the gateway, the soil being
black and very loose. We here came upon the shaft of Captain Wilson,
and a rush of earth came into our gallery. On looking up into the void
space a stone corbel was seen to be built into the rubble masonry under
the lintel. It must, of course, have been placed there when the gate
was blocked up, and was probably for the foundations of a house to rest
on. I imagine that the foundations of the vaulted chambers on which
the ramp leading to Bab el-Magharibe is laid rest upon similar corbels
on the side near the Haram Wall. A plan and section of the corbel is
given.

Having made sccure the gallery where the rush had taken place, a
shaft was sunk down along the northern jamb, through hard earth
mixed with large stones, some of them 2ft. long. At about 23ft. from
tke surface the sill course was met with, 'This course, Lhowever, is
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broken, 80 that it cannot be said whether the top or bottom of it is the
true sill of the gate. The top is 28ft. 9fin. below the lintel, and the
bottom is 32ft. 1}in. below it.

We now continued our shaft. and 9in. below the bottom of the sill
course came upon stone flagging forming the flat roof to a drain running
along the Haram Wall towards the south-west angle. This drain is 2ft.
4in. wide, and 5ft. 6in. high. It is the same drain which we found
above the pavement at Robinson’s Arch, and which we followed up to
Barclay’s Gateway. (See letter xxvii., 22nd August, 1868.) Mecn were
sent to knock at the extrewity of this drain from Robinson’s Arch, and
they could be heard quite plainly. but we could not communicate
through to our shaft at Barclay's Gate, asz rubbish had fallen in and
stopped up the passage.

Sinking through this drain, we came upon the top of & wall, perpen-
dicular to, and abutting on, the Haram Wall, at 31ft. below the surface.
We first sunk to south of wall, and found ourselves in heavy masonry;
then sinking to north of it, and finding the face to be of well-dressed
squared stoncs, in courses, we continued our shaft alongside of it until
at 66ft. 7in. from the surface we passed its foundations. We then con-
tinued along the Haram Wall, and at 73ft. 7in. struck the rock, which
is cut horizontally, and the bottom stone of the Haram Wall is let
into it.

For the last 30ft. we had passed through débris composed of hard
carth and broken cut stones, many of them 3in. by 2in. by 1ft. 6in. On
tamping up, a gallery was driven to south, through the wall butting on
to the Haram, to a distance of 8ft., where it was found that it had been
a retaining wall, about 6ft. thick, there being no southern face to it.
From this it appears that the road to Barclay’s Gate from the Tyropceon
Valley may have been by means of a causeway, raised 46ft. above the
rock. Whether it may have been solid or supported on arches is not
apparent.

The shaft at Barclay’s Gateway has now been tamped up.

The Haram Wall has thus been bared to a depth of 78ft. 6in. from
the hottom of the lintel of Barclay’s Gate to the rock, and the stones
ave of one appearance throughout, and are probably in sitx. There are
twenty-six courses of bevelled stones in all, twenty-two below the lintel,
two on a level with the lintel, and two above it. These two latter
courses do not now exist immediately above the lintel, but can be seen
a little further to the north at the Wailing Place. Above these, again.
are four courses of squared stones, without bevels, except in portion of
the fourth and lower course, at the farther end, near the Mahkameh,
where bevels are to be seen.

It is interesting to compare the stones above ground at the Wailing
DPlace with those we have baved beneath the ground at Barclay's Gate,
and for this purpose I annex a tabulav form (see p. 109), showing the
hieight of each course in the wall at this point, and the width of bevel
or marginal draft, and also the set-out of each stone.

The first course helow the lintel is verrs mueh worn, and is shown on
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plite 12 Ordnance Survey, as being Sft. 2in. in beight. By taking it
in conjunction with the courses above aud below I find it to be Sit. S,
in height.

The stones we have laid bare are in @ much higher state of preser..
tion than those at the Wailing Place. It is curivus that many of then
are in good order at the top and damaged at hottom.

With one exception we have found the top bevel to be w little broader
than that at the bottom, and this we observed, also. to be the case in
the stones uncovered on the south and cast faces of the Havam Wall,

NLLL

May 31st, 1869,

Haram WUull to West, continued.—IL have levelled round from
the Wailing Pluce, und find the line of springing of Robin-
son’s Arch to be on a level with the bottom of Stone C,
Burclay’s Gate, and the first courses above and below are similar at
both places; so that, though we are not yet in a position positively to
assert that the same courses run through from Wilson’s Arch to the
south-west angle, yet it does seem likely that this is the case. We
must now, if possible, sink a shaft down along the Haram Wall under
Robinson's Arch, and another at the south-west angle, to bring the
atter to a satisfactory conclusion.

We may now, with the accompanying elevation of the Haram Wall to
west, examine into the ancient lic of the ground in the Tyropeon
Valley.

We find a drain running under the level of the sill of Barclay's Gate-
way and over the ruins of the upper arch of Robinson; and we may
therefore suppose tbat Barclay’s Gateway was in use after the fall of
Robinson's Arch. Now the débris of what appears to be the first arcli
of Wilson is on a level nearly with the sill of Barclay's Gate, and also
within two or three feet of a polished marble (ine::ek) pavement, which
we found round the south-west angle. Are we, then, to suppose that ut
one time therec was a nearly level pavement round the west and south
walls of the Haram Area, and that at that time the first Arch of Wilson
and the Gate of Barclay were in use, but that the Arch of Robinson
was in ruins > And because we find that below this level the pier of
Wilson's Arch is roughly built, are we to come to the very awkward
conclusion that Robinson’s Arch was in use and in ruins before the
present causcway going over Wilson's Arch was constructed ?

I call it a very awkward conclusion, because I cannot at present sce
how it can be avoided; and yet it does not appear to accord with the
account of Juscphus; and it is the more difficult to comprehend because
the secret passuge which we have discovered muning nnder the causce-
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way must be identified with that described by Mjr-cd-din in the six-
teenth century. As this is a question of some moment, I will quote
from the translation of Mejr-ed-din given in Williams's * Holy City”
(. 157) :—** The Street of David.—This is the great street which com-
mences at the Gate of the Chain (falsala) of the Mosque cl-Aksa. and
leads to the city gate, once called of the Mihrab, now of lebron
(Kahlil). . . so named from a subterranean gallery which David caused
to be made from the gute of the Chain to the citadel, called the Milirab
of David. It still exists, and parts of it are occasionally discovered.
1t is solidly vaulted.”

I suggested some time ago that originally Wilson’s Arch was only
20ft. wide; and if this is 8o, we might find that the northern portion of
the pier is more ancient than the southern. Objections are made to
our digging any more under the Mahkameh, or this point might be
settled.

It is to e observed that the aqueduct running under Robinson’s
Arch is vaulted as far north as Barclay’s Gateway, and beyond that its
roof is formed of flat slabs. Under the strect leading to the Jews'
Wailing Place the aqueduct is cut through by the foundations of a
building, and we could not examive it further; but I am under the
impression that it is in connection with the aqueducts we found under
the causewny leading over Wilson's Arch.

Sculptured Slah.—A short time ago a fellah, when digging on the
south-east side of Mount Sion, found in a hewn cave a slab of sculptured
marble, in size and appearance very similar to those found built into
the walls of the mosques in the Haram esh-Sherif (see Plates 13 and 14,
Ordnance Survey Plans).

This slab has a cross upon it; and also the ornament inside the
wreath appears to be a cross coupled with a fleur-de-lis, similar to one
of the ornamented sides of the great red marble font which is now to
be seen at Tekoa.

Doric Capital.—This was found in a shaft south of the Haram Avea,
at Ophel, about 14ft. below the surface. It is the only specimen of the
order we have found under ground. The other Doric capital, of which
you have a profile, was picked up by Professor Donaldson on the surface
of the ground near Siloam.

JTonic Capital—This capital was found in the Birket Israil, about
20ft. below the surface of the rubbish. It is roughly cut, but has an
elegant appearance from a distance, and is only the second specimen
of the order found in the excavations.

Shaft of Column.—The shaft was found standing upright in the
gallery running up towards the Golden Gate. The marks cut in with
the clisel are about one-eighth of an inch deep, and appear to be
masons’ marks. A sketch of this shaft is given in the Illustrated
London News of April 24, 1869.
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North-cast Augle of Haram Avea.—The cxcavations at this point are
still in progrese, but so much has been done, and so much important
information obtained already, that I think it better to summariso what
we know, however imperfect it may be, rather than Jet it yun on for
another three months.

Twelve shafts have been sunk to cast of St. Stephen's Gate, and north.
cast of the Haram Area. Three of these are yetin progress, and if only
we can successfully drive gallerics from them, I am sanguine of very
important results; results not only grcat of themselves, but which are
likely to increase in a great measure the value of what we know at tho
south-east and south.west angles.

Though it would not be right at present to form a permanent theory
on any of the disputed points, yet it is impossible not, and in fact most
necessary, to look ahead and conjecture what we are likely to come
across, for without so doing the excavating must degenerate into a wild
probing of the ground, instecad of a systcmatic investigation. And
though in the following brief account I find it necessary to couple con-
Jjecture with fact, in order to give any idea of what our results are, and
to what they tend, yet I do so with the knowledge that each day my
views must be modified by the accumulation of fresh results, and they
must go on changing until by constant probing we can speak with
certainty of the ruins of ancient Jernsalem. I may quote in illustration
of this, my letters of 1st and 2nd February, 1869, in which I came to
the conclusion that there is rock only on the western side of the Birket
Israil (so-called pool of Bethesda). I was fully impressed with tho
idea that on the eastern side, the valley running south from the Harat
Bab Hytta, ran out into the Kedron, after having heen joined by the
valley, which I conjecture to run east from Bab en-Nazir, north of the
platform of the Dome of the Porch. Also in my letter of 23th December,
I put the question, ““ Are we to suppose this gate (Bab Sitti Miriam)
elevated 100ft. above the bottom of the wall, or docs the rock break
down suddenly from the gate towards the south, 8o as to form a deep
gorge in which the pool is built ?”

In order to settle this question, I sunk shafts on either side of the
Gate of St. Stephen (Bab Sitti Miriam), and also in the road leading
down to the Church of the Tomb of the Virgin, and find that the road-
way at the gate is about 20ft. above the rock, and that going down the
hill the accumulation of débris decreases from 25ft. in height to 2ft. or
3ft. This threw considerable light upon the subject, showing that
there has been no great destruction of extensive building so far north
as this gate, and that the spur of the hill running from the Burj
Laklah to the Birket Sitti Miriam still continucs to the south. Shafts
were then sunk to east of the Birket Israil, and rock was found at a
depth of 50ft. from the surface, being higher than the bottom of the
Birket Israil by 40ft. As we find the natural rock in the Birket to the
west at a little below this level, we are forced to the conclusion that
the valley running south does not turn sharp round to the east in this
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puol, but runs on through the Huram Ave, and issies mto the Kedron
suniewhat north of the Golden Gate.

I have placed on the accumpanying tracing, the conjectural lie of this
valley. That it is an important matter there can be no doubt, for on the
proving of it may hang the destinies of most of the theories concerning
the site of the ancient temple.

1t is very mortifying just aut this juncture to hear that the sum for
cxcavations is to be curtailed still further. When I left England last
June, I was told that my limit would be £300 per month; it has since
then been reduced to £200, and now I hear you are cumpelled still
further to reduce it, and even propose closing thie works during the
threc summer months, just when the fellahs do most work, and Jeru-
sulem is most quict.

It is very desirable just now that we should proceed with the work
with unabated vigour, and bring the question of the Haram Enclosure to
u proper conclusion. A few more months’ work here, and we may go
forwurd confidently, and find the old walls of the city, having fixed the
site of the temple.

We expend a great deal of wood in the shafts and galleries on the east
side of the Haram Area. The shingle we pass through is often of such
a nature that the frames cannot be taken out again. If it is possible to
get up to the north-east angle, I propose examining it very minutely.
We find the wall joining it to St. Stephen’s Gate to rest several feet
above the rock, the intervening space being partially filled up with
concrete, and in one place at least the wall rests on the red earth.  Itis
apparent that this wall is of no very ancient date.

Of the city wall to the cast, this north-east angle of the Haram
Area is the first sign from the northern end of anything ancient in ap-
pearance, and it will now be very necessary to ascertain whether the
whole wall of the Haram Area to the east is built from the rock with
bevelled stomes; if it is, we can hardly doubt that the theory of
De Voyii€ is correct, and that the Haram Area is one vast platform of
ancient date : if, on the other hand, we find the bevelled stones in the
north-cast angle only extend under ground as far south as they do on
the surface, then we have the interesting problem whether this has
been o tower, whether of Hananeel, as Dr. Barclay supposes, or of
Meah, or the House of the Mighty (Nehem. iii. 1,16; xii. 39). For if
it should bLe decided that the Haram Wall at the south-east angle is of
the time of the Jewish kings, we can scarcely give a more recent date
to this wall at the north-east angle, provided we find it to be built up
of bevelled stones from the rock.



