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Point and JCPustration,

A Pharisee Still,
By the Rev. T. T. Lynch.

THE Pharisee informed the Lord
How good a life he led ;

The Publican shrank back in shame,
And smote his breast instead :

But when the Lord, in tender love,
The penitent commended,

The hypocrite, with heart unchanged,
Straightway his prayer amended.

Said he : *The man who says he’s worst
Is by the Lord thought best ;
So next when he to worship went,
As Publican he drest,
And smote upon his hollow heart,
And bowed him down and groaned,
And, proud of his humility,
His unfelt sins he owned.

The Publican, an altered man,
Came, too, with lifted head,
And joyfully gave thanks to God
For the new life he led ;
The Lord again his offering took,
Still spurned the Pharisee’s,
For sometimes tears, and sometimes thanks,
But only Truth can please.

Peter.
By Mary Harrison,
The Sunday Magazine,

NEXT to the rank of a child Peter ranked, and the fact
gave him his place in the esteem of Jesus. With Him
greatness was the child, and the greater greatness was still
more of the child. In any other light than this the name
Cephas, a rock, was no name for Simon Bar-jona, impulsive,
headstrong Simon, who blundered, did wrong, and whose
tears of sorrow for wrong fell hot and fast. But his humble,
homely, childly heart was precious and beloved through all.
As the world counts rock, rock was no character - name
for this favourite of Jesus, with whom He chose to live as
His daily and nightly friend. Immovableness, solidity of
character to the outward eye, Peter had none. But the
outward eye judges falsely. Peter was clearly neither a
great pioneer, nor a great theologian, nor a great scholar ;
but he was a great child, and for his fitness to express this
one permanent power of the life of faith he was the foremost
of the Twelve.

¢ Mithering."”
Thke Leisure Hour,
THE late Mrs. Frederick Hill took great personal interest
in prisoners, her husband having been H.M. Inspector of
Prisons in Scotland previous to his appointment as
Assistant-Secretary to the General Post Office. She often
quoted the saying of one man, who attributed his changed

life to the prison matron, for, said he, * She so mithered me
that I could not go wrong.”

¢ Positivism.”
By the late Canon Liddon.
Sermons on the Old Testament.

THE first condition of a deep religious influence is a clear,
positive creed,—clear and positive, whether its area be large
or small. A man must know what he does believe. Elijah
would have been powerless had he only insisted on the
falsehood of the superstitions of Jezebel and her prophets.
He would have been powerless had he merely surrounded
the revelation of Sinai with a garniture of sentiment and
poetry, leaving it doubtful whether he believed it to be
God’s very truth or not. He was powerful, because men
knew that he had no doubt about his creed,—about its exact
frontier, about its absolute certainty. When he cast his
mantle upon Elisha, Elisha felt the passage, not of a mere
man, but of a mighty cause or truth represented in the man,
and he obeyed it.

‘“He went Everywhere.”

BisHop X——— had officiated in the college chapel one
Sunday morning, and though his discourse was most excel-
lent in itself, it had no obvious connection with the text with
which he introduced it. At dinner, Professor Y—— was
asked her opinion of the Bishop’s sermon. “ Dear old
man |” she exclaimed. ‘It was truly apostolic. He took
a text, and then he went everywhere preaching the gospel.”

¢ Being let Go.”
By the Rev. B. J. Greenwood.
Sword and Trowel.

WHEN the Apostles Peter and John were set free by the
Council, ‘“‘being let go, they went to their own company,”
which was the company of ‘‘ them that believed.” When
the carrier-pigeon is ‘‘let go,” it flies to its home. When
the needle is ‘“let go,” it flies to the magnet. When you
are ‘‘let go” (that is, when you are free from your work, or
business engagements, or other duties), where do you go to?
What company do you naturally seek? Some have asked
the question, *‘ Where shall I go when I die?” Where
do you go now you are alive? The answer to the first
question may depend very much upon the answer to the
second.

¢“Seeing” the Gospel.
The Day of Days.

A pooOR Chinaman came to a missionary to ask for baptism.
When asked where he had heard the gospel, he answered he
had never heard the gospel, but he had seen it. He then
told of a poor man at Ningpo who had once been a con-
firmed opium-smoker, and a man of violent temper. This
man had learned about the Christian religion, and his whole
life was altered ; he gave up the opium, and became loving
and aimable. ‘‘Oh,” said the candidate for baptism, ‘‘I
have not heard the gospel, but I have sees it.”
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