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The Promise of His Presence.

By E. MITCHELL.

¢ My presence shall go with thee.”—Exod. xxxiii. 14.

0D has given to His people ““ exceeding great and precious promises.”
They have been given at different times and under various circum-
stances, and not unfrequently to individual believers, yet are they all the
common property of the whole Church. * For all the promises of God
in Him ” (Christ) * are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the glory of God
by us.” The Lord Jesus Christ, with all His fulness, is the Father’s
" unspeakable and free gift to His people. Our interest in the promises is
made manifest by our power to appreciate them, desire to enjoy them,
and faith to appropriate them. Only the regenerate desire the presence
of the Lord; the unregenerate would gladly hide from Him, and,
therefore, discern no desirableness in the promise of His presence. If
we truly appreciate the promise, and believingly desire its fulfilment, it
is assuredly ours, and the good it contains will be realized by us as our
necessities require it. What can be more encouraging in entering upon
another year than the assurance that His presence shall be with us? We
need be anxious concerning nothing that its hours may disclose, for His
presence will meet, and more than meet, our every requirement.

Let us enquire what this PROMISE INTENDS ? We take it to mean
His special favour, otherwise His presence is everywhere. * Whither
shall I go from Thy Spirit ? or whither shall I fice from Thy presence ?
If T ascend up into heaven, Thou art therc: if I make my bed in hell,
beliold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea: even there shall Thy hand lead me,
and Thy right hand shall hold me.” God’s presence fills and compre-
hends all space, but His special presence, His heavenly favour is with
His people. *“ As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee,” was His
word to Joshua. So also His presence is ever with His people in their
journey homewards ; it intends His favour, gracious regard, mercitul
help, and enriching blessing. _

It intends also special manifestations. Under the old dispensation

Vor, LV, Jaxvary, 1899, e
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the Shekinah was an evident symbol of the Lord’s presence with His
people, while the pillar of cloud by day, and of fire by night, visibly
attested the same precious truth to the tribes of Israel all through their
wilderness journey. These outward and visible signs lave long since
departed, yet He still manifests Himself unto His own as He does not
unto the world. We do not look for visions, but are favoured with
inward spiritual manifestations of His gracious presence which make our
hearts to glow with love and delight. This is neither fanaticism nor
enthusiasm, but the heart-felt experience of sober-minded believers. In
His house, at His merey-throne, by His Word, in the busy scenes of life,
In quiet retirement, or in the silent watches of the night, His presence is
manifested, and sweetly enjoyed by His people: and they would not
barter away this precious privilege for all the world, with its supposed
pleasures and riches.

It includes, too, special influences working in our hearts and minds ;
the operations of the Holy Ghost. To the eternal Spirit we are indebted
for the impartation of spiritual life, and also for its maintenance. He
revives, renews, refreshes, comforts, re-invigorates, and fertilizes our
souls. God’s presence with us is by His Spirit, and the promise of His
presence to go with us includes a continunance of those gracious opera-
tions within us, apart from which our spiritual life would speedily decay.
The gracious Spirit will not be wanting in exerting His living influences
in our souls in the future, as He has not been found wanting in the past.

It intends, moreover, special providences. 'The presence of God with
His people of old meant that He would go before them, gniding them in
the right way, protecting them from their foes, and supplying their needs.
Qur privileges are not less than the ancients enjoyed, rather they are
greater. We may well enough be tranquil in our minds with respect to
the future, although it is to us all unknown. God is not with us as a mere
spectator, beholding how we acquit ourselves, but He is with us as our
God. “This God is our God for ever and ever; He will be our guide
even unto death.” His special providence is over His people with whom
His presence goes : and they shall not fail to reach the promised land.

Let us observe what this PrROMISE MEETS. It certainly meets the
believer's every need. Nothing less than His presence will suffice, more
cannot be desired. Moses felt his need of the Lord’s presence, the
promise of sending an angel was not sufficient. “If Thy presence go
not with me, carry us not up hence,” was his petition. Our need is not
less than was Moses’ need. We are thankful for the ministry of angels,
but nothing less than the presence of Jesus can meet our need, or still
our fears. We cannot do without His presence, We need Him every
day and all the day. We need His all-seeing eye, that nothing can
escape ; His almighty arm, to uphold and defend; His loving, patient
heart, to comfort and bear with us; His all-embracing fulness, to supply
onr cvery want, He only can cheer, comfort, dry our tears, sustain our
souls, direct our way, deliver us from our foes, remove our fears, and
make us at last “more than conquerors.” We are indeed a poor and
needy people, but His presence enriches us, and meets, yea, more than
meets, our every need.

But this promise also meets the believer’s desire. All men are depen-
dent on God; believers alone desire His presence. Natural men say to
God in effect, “ Depart from us, we desire not the knowledge of Thy
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ways.” His people cry, « Lord, lift Thou up upon us the light of Thy
countenance,” grant us Thy gracious presence, give us to realize that
Thou art with us. If we had no needs requiring to be supplied we should
still ardently desire His presence, for His presence is heaven to our souls.
T'he healthy soul ever desires the presence of the Lord. We may try our
goul’s health by this test ; if not enjoying His presence, are we ardently
longing for it 7 and earnestly seeking it ? It isa sign of serious sickness
if we are at all satisfied without realizing His presence. But there is a
special desire for His presence under special circumstances. In starting
on some fresh pathway ; or when we reach some crisis in our life : then
specially we should ask for His presence, and say, ¢“1f Thy presence go
not with me, carry me not up hence.” A wholesome fear of going any-
where without His presence is a great preservative. A neglect of this
may involve us in much trouble and sorrow. The promise seems appro-
priate to us as we stand on the threshold of another year. Let us but
have His presence with us, and all must be well. We do not expect
immunity from trials and sorrows, for this is not warranted by the Word,
but His presence ensures all necessary supplies and comforts by the way,
and victory over all our enemies. His presence will sanctify all things
to our real good and benefit. The promise of His presence should create
sacred confidence in our souls, and adoring gratitude in our hearts for
such wondrous grace and condescension. Let us sue out the good of the
promise by believing prayer, for God will be enquired of to fulfil His
promises ; and let us remember that His presence with us not only
ensures our welfare, but also calls for a watchful and humble walk before
Him.

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. L

Mg. JoEN BusH, OF THE SURREY TABERNACLE AND KINGSTON-ON-
THAMES,

Y Dear BRrROTHER,—At your request, and with the earnest desire
that the Lord may help me, and that He may bless to your
readers the recital of His mercy and lovingkindness to one who is un-
worthy of the least of all His mercies, and continually led with the poet
to say :—
‘0 to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be !
Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee,”

I will give you a few particulars of the Lord’s gracious dealings with
me. To the praise of our gracious God, who in covenant purpose has
left nothing out of His perfect plan, in His wonderful arrangements in
providence and grace. I was born'on the 24th of April, 1816, of
Christian parents, at Camden Town, London, N.W., and was early
taken to the house of God by my parents, who at that time attended
the faithful ministry of Mr. T. W. Gittens, at Ebenezer Chapel, Union-
street, Camden Town ; and a truly godly, gracious, and loving pastor
he was. And although I kmew very little of the blessed Gospel he
preached, yet as 1 remember my childhood days I have an affectionate
remembrance of his gentle and loving manner, and lis sweet kindness to
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me as a little boy. Often would he take me up iu his arms, and put
his hands on my head, lifting up his heart and voice in prayer that the
Lord would bless me. “The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much.”

I attended the Sabbath-school in connection with the house of God
there, and have every reason to believe that the Lord implanted the seed
of eternal life in my heart, even that incorruptible seed which liveth and
abideth for ever, although it took some years to develop and bear fruit ;
yet as I am led to remember all the way the Lord has led e these
many years in the wilderness, I cannot but believe that the impressions
received under the ministry of the Sabbath-scheol were sealed upon my
heart by the blessed Spirit. I name this to encourage the noble band
of godly men and women who, constrained by the love of Christ, go
forth to labour to instruct the yonng in the ways of the Lord. I shall
never forget one Sunday afternoon, when we sang that hymn, viz. :—

“ Almighty God, Thy piercing eye,
Strikes through the shades of night,

And our most secret actions lie,
All open to Thy sight.

It sent a terror through my very soul, and at night how I pleaded with God
to make me a good boy, and to enable me to do that which was right in
His sight, for I had then no knowledge of the perfect work of Christ
and His finished salvation, and in my little way thought that I could
work out a righteousness of my own, which I believe is the way that the
Lord oftens begins His work of grace in a poor sinner’s heart. Upon
another occasion I remember when in chapel that hymn was given out :

¢ Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,

Prone to leave the God I love;

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it from Thy courts above.”

My heart was very soft before the Lord, and for weeks I kept praying,

** Here's MY HEART, Lord, take and seal it,
Seal it To Thy courts above.”

For in my childish way I thought the poet had made a mistake, I
wanted to be sealed 70 heaven. Already I began to feel how difficult it
was to do that which God commanded.

Many other circumstances in my school-days I could name, but
must pass on.

When the time came for me to leave home I had just passed my
twelfth birthday (I was but a child), to be apprenticed to a draper at
Deptford. I shall never forget my dear, godly mother, of precious
memory, taking me alone into her bedroom, and kneeling down with me
at her hedside, how she poured out her heart in fervent prayer on my
behalf.

I CAN NEVER BLESS GOD ENOUGH FOR A PRAYING MOTHER.

Knowing some of the temptations to which I should be exposed, she
prayed that the Lord would preserve and keep me, and that I might
prove to be one of the Lord’s chosen ones. Then on the way to Dept-
ford what loving counsel, good advice, and wise caution she gave me.
I have them still in remembrance, and I can truly say that in my first
two years after leaving home often I had to say, ¢ So did not I because
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of the fear of the Lord,” as taught me by my godly, praying mother,
for in the providence of God I was living with some of the most un-
godly, a very sink of sin and iniquity. So that with the poet T can
sing :— ‘
“ Preserved in Jesus, when
My feet made haste to hell,
Aud there should I have gone,
But Thou dost all things well.
Thy love was great, Thy mercy free,
Which from the pit delivered me."”

How sovereign was the mercy of God to me, in thus preserving me
in the very midst of temptations of the worst possible kind, and which,
I am sure, had it not been for the Lord’s keeping grace, I shonld have
fallen into and perished.

It was not very long after I had been apprenticed at Deptford that .
a dear aunt, now in glory, who was a member at the Surrey Tabernacle,
Borough-road, asked me to go with her to hear Mr. James Wells (the
very writing of the name thrills my soul with love to my dear covenant,
God, who brought me under the sound of his voice, and often caused me
to hear His own sweet voice in the whispers of His love, through His
honoured servant). I went with her, and was obliged to stand part of
the service, as the chapel was so crowded. After the service my aunt
asked me what I thought of her minister, for to her there was none like
J. Wells. I replied, “I like him very mnch,” for there was something
that attracted my whole attention, and I said, “ I should like to go
again,” which, after a few weeks I did, and shall never forget the service.
I cannot remember the text, but the subject was the eternal security of
the Lord’s chosen people. In the warmth of his heart Mr. Wells made
use of these words, which went home to my very soul : “ God Almighty
must fall from His throne before James Wells can be lost.” I went
home pondering over this remark, wondering if it could be true, that
any man could be so sure of his eternal salvation as to make such a
statement. All my religion was gone, and I felt I would give a
thousands worlds to be able to feel sure of my own personal salvation.

Now the Lord began to show me my lost condition as a poor sinuer,
my utter helplessness, my spiritual poverty, so that I began in real
earnest to seek the Lord, and to call upon His name. I needed no
asking now to go to hear the dear servant of God, but every time the
chapel was open, and I had the opportunity to hear, I was there, kunger-
ing and thirsting for the Word of Life, often walking sixteen miles on
the Lord's Day, after being in business until two o'clock on Sunday
morning. I was often helped and encouraged, and sometimes hoped that
the glorious Gospel I was favoured to hear would be made by the Holy
Spirit the power of God unto my eternal salvation. I soon discovered
that the Lord had a chosen people, and the doctrine of election became
a great trouble to me, for I could not believe that God could have chosen
such a poor sinner as I felt myself to be, but as I searched the Word of
God, and the Holy Spirit opened my eyes, I saw that God had chosen
His people in Christ Jesus, aud I was with all my heart seeking salva-
tion throngh Him. I was encouraged to hope in the mercy of God,
throngh His beloved Son, being much helped by the ministry of the
Word and the Scriptures of Truth. Many portions I could name, but
space forbids. I willgive only one, viz., John vi. 37,
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At the age of 155 T was in the providence of God removed to Wool-
wich. Now I was four miles further from the Tabernacle, yet I often
walked the thirty-two miles to be at each service, and often on the
Sunday evening I hardly felt the ground nunder my feet as I went home,
so sweet were the drawings of Divine love. After being at Woolwich
for eighteen months I moved to Stepney, in the East-end of London.
Now I could walk with joy to the house of God, I was beginning to know
a little of the power of Divine grace in seeking the Lord by prayer, and
having some very sweet answers, although the one burden was that my
sins still remained. I may here name one circumstance, for the sake of
our voung men who are in Dbusiness, and are surrounded by ungodly
companions. The Lord one day brought home with Divine power these
words :—* In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy
paths 7 (Prov. iii. 6). How seasonable 1s the Word of the Lord, for I
was Just made buyer, althongh only seventeen years of age, with great
responsibilities, and I remember always before going to the City to buy,
how I knelt down and asked the Lord to direct me what to purchase and
to keep me from the many temptations which at that time were in vogue
in the City houses. Here I could write a little bank of faith upon the
many answers to prayer, and how the Lord prospered my way. Yet
mine was only a hope, but bless God it was a good hope through grace
of eternal life. After about three years in this honse of business, I
started in bosiness for myself, and very soon married my dear wife, who
became a real helpmeet, both in spiritual and temporal things.

The new Surrey Tabernacle was now open, and how I longed to be
one of their number, especially when on Lord’s-day afternoon I saw
them sitting with their Lord at His table. I often asked the Lord if
ever it would be my happy lot, and my prayer was constantly :—

“ Numbered with them let me be,
Nowand through eternity.”

But I had still to wait, and often went with longing heart to the house
of God, sometimes feeling I could not wait much longer. My earnest
prayer was : “ Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.”

The Lord has a set time to favour His people, and the time of love
did come, never to be forgotten, when the Lord brought home His par-
doning mercy, and—

¢« Assured my conscience of its part
In the Redeemer’s blood,

And bore sweet witness with my heart
That I was born of God.”

Lord’s-day morning, Nov. 21st, 1869, dear Mr. Wells gave out his text :
“ He brought me into His banqueting house, and His banner over me
was love ” (Song of Solomon ii. 4). It was all for me ; my soul danced
for joy ; my sins were all gone, peace flowed into my heart. I called
God ““my Father” for the first time, Christ my very own Beloved, the
Holy Spirit my Comforter, the children of God my companions, and
heaven my everlasting home. I went home singing, and told my dear
wife, saying, “I must go in the evening and tell Mr. Wellg all about
my joy,” for I had found Him whom my soul loved, and I wanted to
let His servant know. However, I was hindered in the evening of that
day, and I longed for Wednesday evening to come, that I might see him,
but such a cloud of darkness came over me, and my unbelieving heart,
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and the devil together, told me it was all a delusion. I could not
rest, and in an agony of soul sought the Lord, and prayed that if it were
His work He would confirm it by His own Word. I opened my Bible
upon the 116th Psalm. The first word melted me to tears. I read
on until I came to the 8th verse : “ For Thou hast delivered my soul
from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling.” I
returned to my rest ; the snare was broken, my joy restored, and I was
completely blessed. I went that night and told Mr. Wells all my heart,
and after relating my experiences before the Church, was baptized, with
my dear wife, by Mr. J. Wells, on December 18th, 1869, his text being
Acts x. 48. Oh, what a happy time it was, never to be forgotten while
memory holds its seat.

“ Many days have passed since then,
Many changes I have seen."”

But my God has not forsaken me, and—

¢ Since my soul has known His love,
What mercies has He made me prove,
Mercies which all my praise excel,
My Jesus has done all things well.”

It was not until some time after dear Mr. Wells’ death that I began
to be exercised about speaking in the Lord’s name, although I used to
enjoy very much telling out His goodness here and there, when I met
with those that feared the Lord.

Living at Surbiton, I found the Surrey Tabernacle too far to attend
on the week evenings, so thought I would seek out the people of God at
Kingston, and unite with them to worship God. This I did, and joined
them in their prayer-meeting. Being asked to read and expound the
Word of God, I consented, and many blessed times of refreshing we had
from the presence of the Lord. I preached my first sermon on Lord’s-
day evening, October 23rd, 1881, in a barn at Knapp Hill. With what
trembling of heart did I start from home that Sunday afternoon, the
walk from Woking Station being three and g half miles. I shall never
forget how Jesus joined me, and it was a real journey to Kmmaus. My
text was Matt. 1. 21 : ** And thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall
save His people from their sins.” The Lord helped me, and blessed His
Word. On the following Wednesday I preached to the friends at King-
ston, from Psalm Ixvi. 16 : “ Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and
I will declare what He hath done for my soul.” Many will never forget
that season ; there was not a dry eye in the little vestry. Nearly all are
now in glory who were present at that meeting. Since then, ‘‘ having
obtained help of God I continue unto this day,” preaching the Gospel
wherever the Lord has called me—in London, and throughout the
country, the Lord blessing the Word with signs following.

Now, to close this very brief account, I have to testify to the Lord’s
faithfulness, forbearance, and lovingkindness with and to one so un-
worthy, who is—

¢ Still a poor sinner, and nothing at sall,
But Jesus is my All and in all.”
Yes! He is faithful to His promise, for He gave me this promise many
years ago : “ As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 1 will not
fail thee nor forsake thee.”
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Praying that the E.V. may have a prosperous voyage over the tem-
pestuous waters of 1899, and that grace, mercy, and peace may be with
vou and your readers, and all who love our Lord Jesus Christ,

Yours in the dear hope of eternal life,
JouN Bush.

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No.

MissioNaRY L.

II.
A. BoorH.

IN another column reference is made to our young friend and brother
Booth, whose portrait accompanies this number, a brief reference to
him, therefore, is all that is needed here,
Favoured with Christ-loving parents, Mr. Booth was early trained
to attend the worship and service of God in good old Homerton Row, a
place of old renown for New Testament Church order and the advocacy
of the doctrines of free and sovereign grace; a good school for the
voung. But all this would be of no avail unless the Holy Spirit first
quickens the soul with desires heavenward. We give the following short
notes from Life and Light :—

Our brother, Mr. Ernest Alfred Booth says: “ The work of grace in my soul
was very gradual, almost imperceptible. The Lord has been very gracious to
me : not so much by terrors as by the softening influence of His love have I
been led to Him. Mr. Belcher's ministry has been made a great blessing to
me : and I was baptized by him on January 31st, 1892, at Homerton Row.

- December 6th, 1833, I count the happiest day of my life, as, upon that
day. God drew me so near to Himself, and so >verwhelmed me with a sense of
His love, that I was constrained to joyfully surrender my whole being to Him
and His service, and say with a full knowledge of the depths of the words,
*Lord. here am I, send me. 1 am willing to serve Thee wheresoever Thou
shalt appoint, though it should be in some foreign land. 1 only ask of Thee
two things : first, let me clearly know Thy will ; secondly, undertake to do

through me. in me, and for me, all Thy good pleasure.”

Two giantsin the faith—Mr. J. Barmour and Mr. J. Haines (deacons
for many years at Homerton Row), can bear witness to the testimony

here given.

Savoury Sayings
for Sensible Sinners

and Seeking Souls.
By Ancient Authors and Modern Men.

FAITH is the soul riding at anchor.—
H. W. Shaw.
FRIENDSHIP means one heart between

two.

THE Word of God humbles the sinner,
and comforts the humble soul.—A4 non.

I LOVED to live preaching Christ,
and I love to die preaching Christ.—
Halyburten.

A PENITENT once prayed: * O Lord,
take these cob-webs out of my heart.”
The pastor said: “ Ask Him to kill the
spider.”’

THE righteousness by which a sinner
stands just before God, or in the light of
God, from the curse, is a righteousnees
of God's providing ; 8o also it is of His
putting on. Thus, therefore, a man is
made righteous even of God by Christ, or
through His righteousness,— Whiting.

1 HAVE no hope in what I have been
or done; yet I am full of oonfidence,
and this is my confidence—there is a
Hope set before me, in Him I trust, in
Him I have strong consolation, and
shall assuredly be accepted in this
Beloved of my soul.—Doddridge. .

To the illiterate object of His choice
God gives a power of utterance which
may be far from correct, accordm% to
the Queen’'s English; but what does
that matter while it is in sweet har-
mony with the court of heaven.—7.
Bradbury.,



Mnu. 3’@%% Bwsh.



AND GOSPEL

HERALD. 13

The Lobe of Gob. esse

Music and Words by Wirriam CrurcH.

* PP
. . 7 T F P C —
- E&— — 4= —| [ e—
v, lg F——% - Ip' f'g e ——
I | I [
1. When in the mire of sin I lay,
2. “But, Lord,” I said, with  tear - fm sigh,
PP_| | ~!

\IT e J ?,J ) - ﬁ’l r " [ ,]i,i: e e
 ASAT P ALl > P —— L — T C
A il fad o —— I

e { ‘I \ 1 ; 1 | fov] (o) | I
| I
& . ) cres. ) £
. ———— t T t — i T
e e
o
l [ l i ! :
So foul and  bad I could  not pray,
“I'm but 2 reb - el fit to die ;
| | i \
o 4 4 2. ) g g led )]
T — h—
%#-E——Q—'——'q—a—j = =
—— F—=C
v f I Ll
a4t e EE——
——— — _ —— | ———
v w — I I i | ——
|
"Twas then I  heard the Sa . viour say, ¢ Come un -to
Kind was the an - swer, sweet re - ply, “Come un -to
Y 44 2 4 a5 P ,' |
< [ 4
£ Fo—ef o J—*
& P 7‘1” PP o
ﬁgm ] ————F—
*——] m| - I
g___g:_po_e_}]‘gi S— f 1 g%l.m_
! f [ — | l
Me and rest, Come un - to e and rest.”
P 4 PP ‘ w~
O — "l T CJ i 101 A . _l ] = g’ ; [ —=—— |
S | = —"F=
uid o1t R | oo B S S (] | —
| T ! | ] | N

3 8till with the world I could not part,
Till added trials made me smart ;
Then Jesus whispered in my heart,

Il: ¢ Come unto Me and rest.” :||

4 The scales were falling from my eyes,
I sce the Lamb ! behold, He dies!
And though in agony, He cries,

[I: ¥ Come unto Me and rest.” :||

5 Now as His child I take a place,
Redeemed, elect, and saved by grace,
Lord, on my heart that message trace,

|I: “Come unto Me and rest.” :||
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
By H. 8. L.

MaNiroLD WoRKS OF WIsDoM.
No. 1.—Apes and Monkeys.

‘ HEN the Psalmist had been reviewing some of the wonders of land

and sea, he exclaimed, * O Lord, how mauifold are Thy works,
in wisdom hast Thou.made them all.” Aud if we are spared we intend
to look at a few of those specimens of the power and wisdom of the
great Creator which are met with at home and abroad.

The creatures whose name heads this paper, are not, as a rule, very
beautiful, it is true, but naturalists call them the Primates of the animal
world, next in order to man himself.

Apes, properly speaking, are the huge, fierce, tailless animals, like the
gorillas aud others which are found in the dense forests of Africa, and
were for ages regarded with superstitious fear by the negroes. The gorillas
especially were believed by them to be wild men and women, and their
extreme ugliness, strength, and semi-upright form, gave colour to many
absurd stories told about them. More recent discoveries have afforded
more definite information ; still there is much about them yet unknown.
They appear to live upon fruits, to walk usually upon “ all fours; " their
arms are longer and their legs are shorter than ours; their heads, though
larger, are lighter than those of human beings; and while we are told that,
“ living upon such nice things as sugar-canes and pineapples, the gorilla
has a long and well formed fongue to taste them with, and a good nose to
enjoy their scent and fragrance,” yet we are assured that in all the
specimens examined, the brain was not half so large as in the lowest race
of men.

Next to gorillas come the orang-outangs, who also love forests and
fruits, but these, if possible, really liveén the trees, swinging from onebranch
and one tree to another, wasting more by far than they eat, and though
apparently most leisurely in their movements making as much progress
through the boughs above, as anyone running at full speed on the ground
below. They are found in the forests of some parts of Asia, and a full
grown one is about four feet high, while the largest gorillas measure
about six feet in height, and they are all very powerful animals, and
dangerous enough to those who hunt, or in any way interfere with them.
Then there are many kinds of smaller monkeys; some in America with
long, strong, clinging tails which they can wind around the branches,
and which serve the purpose of a fifth limb ; others in the Old World
who have cheek pouches in which they can stow away nuts, dates, and
the like as in a cupboard, and so “lay up something for a rainy day,”
as we might express ourselves.

Altogether, the monkey tribe is very large and very diversified, and
what species the apes brought to Solomon belonged to, it is impossible
to say. They would not be American, as America was  terra incognita”
for long ages after that, and it is almost impossible that gorillas were
included in the specimens brought to Canaan, as that part of Africa would
be almost as unknown as the undiscovered Western Continent; so it is
almost certain they were monkeys of more ordinary kinds, though, like
some of Solomon’s other imports, they may have been brought from a
long distance.
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No cxpress menbion is made elsewhere in Scripture of apes or
monkeys. But in Lev. xvii. 7 God said the Israelites should no more
sacrifice to *“ devils,” and in 2 Chron. xi. 15 we find Jeroboam makin
“ priests for the high places, the ¢devils’ and the calves which he ha
made ; * devil, meaning hairy one. Now the Egyptians had a ¢ sacred
baboon,” which they venerated and worshipped; its face was devoid of fur,
but long shaggy hair hung from the back of its head like a cloak over
its shoulders, while short haira covered the rest of its body, and as the
Israelites bad been in Egypt they may have learned this worship there.

The “satyrs,” also hairy ones, although a different word in Hebrew
is used for them (Isaiah xii1. 21, xxxiv. 14), are thought by sore to be a
certain kind of ape ; and the peculiar forms and habits of many of the
monkey race, so unsightly frequently, so like, yet so unlike human
beings, may well have excited superstitious fears and fancies in the minds
of the ancients, and have induced those who neither knew or believed in
the living God to render this debasing homage to creatures lower than
themselves.

Concerning the habits and characteristics of monkeys, we have all
heard a great deal ; mischievous, cunning, thievish and mimicking, they
do not furnish us with much or anything exemplary. And yet some
interesting traits have been observed in their character, and they have
displayed much intelligence at times.

But the world ape has become synonymous with servile and ridiculous
imitation, and from the way in which the creatures watch and follow the
actions of human beings, a mere pretender is said to be ““ apeing ™’ some
one whom he professes to admire and follow. The disciples of Jesus are
called to be ““imitators ” of their Lord; He, to prove that, though Lord
of all, He was meek and lowly in heart, washed His followers’ feet on
the night before His death; and history informs us that Thomas a
Becket, in the 12th century, when Archbishop of Canterbury, washed
daily the feet of thirteen beggars, though he himself was one of the
proudest men in the kingdom. This I should call *apeing,” not
imitating the Saviour. To imitate Him, we must have His Spirit working
love, humility, and kindness in us, to do kindly acts of any sort for His
people, and ¢ by love to serve one another.”

The traitor, Judas, ‘‘aped ’ the true disciple when he saluted Jesus
with pretended affection, and “Lkissed but to betray.” The hypocrite
apes, the true follower imitates. They who know Jesus as their Saviour
from sin and from the wrath of God, will learn of Him as their great
and perfect Ezample.

““They mark the footsteps that He trod
His zeal inspires their breast,”
and they, following Him, shall both here in measure, and fully hereafter,
““possess the promised rest.”

O that we may each be saved from all hypocrisy, and made sincere and
true, may we walk in the footsteps of the flock of God, and above all, in
the steps of their great Shepherd, so that cleansed and accepted in the
Beloved it may be said of us each and all, “ These are they that follow
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, and they are without fault before the
throne of God.” Dear reader, Jesus said, “ Ye must be born again.”
Know you anything of this new and heavenly birth, through which
sinners become partakers of a new nature and receive the Spirit of the
Lord Jesus Christ ?
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THE QUESTIONS OF THE BIBLE.
( Continued from page 297, Oct., 1898.)
V.—%“Who hath believed our report ? "—Isa. liii, 1.

VIDENTLY, in Isalal’s day and generation there were some who
disbelieved, else why should he commence this chapter with this
question > He challenges his countrymen to know who was going to
believe what he was abont to set forth. 1In onr day it is obviously the
same. There are believers and disbelievers ; some believe Christ died
for them ; some have nothing to do with the Son of God, and go down
to their graves unbelievers. It is quite clear then that Christ did not
die for all men, but only for the * who " mentioned in this verse. I
shonld propose, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to set forth some few
points ; first, as to the report ; then as to whose report it is ; thirdly, as
to what is done with it, and lastly, an answer to the qnestion.

The 53rd of Isaiah has been called ¢ Isaiah’s gospel,” and it well
merits the name, for the report he mentions here, is just what he has to
put forth in the rest of the chapter. In every verse it is He, “He
hath no form,” * He is despised,” etc. Who is this “He?” Let us
collect the evidence of the prophet as to His personality and character.

Verse ii., “ No form or comeliness, and when we shall see Him, there
is no besuty we should desire Him,” .., He is not to be admired from
man’s point of view for man’s heart, lifted up with pride, takes no note
of Him.

Verse iil., ¢ He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief, and we hid as it wete our faces from Him ;
He was despised and we esteemed Him not.” This then, was a sorrowful
man, who knew grief well, and not only sorrowful, but despised and
rejected of men. I'm glad Isaiah says “of men.” That’s where our
hope comes in. Men rejected and despised, but God accepted and was
well pleased with Him. Was there any form of grief or sorrow the
Lord never knew ? No, for He “ was tempted in all points like a3 we
are.” He stood hbeside the grave of a dear departed friend and wept ;
He was forsaken by those nearest and dearest to Him; He had
the grief of beholding His Father’s house, as it were, as a house of
merchandise; He cried over Jerusalem, which had rejected Him
and in direst agony of soul, He sweat great drops of blood in the
sarden. Ah! never man has looked in the face of sorrow as this man !
" Such is ¢he character the prophet gives Him, and such His
course through the world. Now, we will examine what He has done
for us.

“ He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.” Did He not
have enough to bear of His own? Aye, more than any other man,
yet He bore our griefs and sorrows, and that was what He came to do,
and, poor weary one, He just says now, “Cast all your care upon Me?”
(1 Peter v. 7). It does not matter what the care is—mind, soul, body,
He is willing, and thank God, able.

But more, see on, “ He was wounded for our trausgressions, He was
bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace upon Him ;
and with His stripes we are healed,” “ The Lord hatl laid on Him the
iniquity of us all.”  Compare this with 1 Peter ii. 24, “ Who His own
Self hare onr sins in His own body on the tree.”” He bore the curse ;
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He drank the bitter cup of God’s wrath, and why ? Because He loved
us and gave Himself for us? Why? Because there was something
good in us? Because we were lovable? Nay, nay, “ All we like
sheep had gone astray, we had turned every one to his own way.” There
was nothing good in us at all. Does it not enhance His great, exceed-
ing love when we see that He loved us, when we were yet enemies and
rebels to Him ?

“He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He opened not His
mouth.” Ah'! it surprised Pilate, did this ; He opened not His mouth.
Why ? Because He was consciously guilty. But He was innocent.
Certainly, but our iniquity was laid upon Him, and under that great
load He felt guilty. Why, we ourselves have found just our own load
of guilt too heavy to bear. What must He have felt, then, Who was
bearing not only that load, but the load of His people from and to all
time? Ah! He had cause to be dumb. But, read through the Gospels
and find one place where He opened His mouth to complain. It is im-
possible. He had not where to lay His head, He was rejected, He knew
sorrow, yet He never complained. Oh! my Christian friends, why do
you ever complain ? You never can bear what your Master bore, why
should you complain ? Your light affliction is but for a moment, and
it works an exceeding weight of glory. Never forget, your dear Lord
opened not His mouth to complain. Well, the prophet’s report of Him
was carried out in all its minutize. I will just call your attention to the
last verse : * He was numbered with the transgressors,” ¢.e., He stooped
to conquer ; He the pure, the innocent, the just, was numbered with the
doers of iniquity, “and He bare the sin of many,” as many as believed
on Him. Is not our heart warmed by the consideration of these few
passages bearing on His love to us and what it led Him to ? And shall
not we rejoice when we remember that this word, spoken 700 years before
its fulfilment, was fulfilled in all its details ? Do we not see the Almighty
power of the God of our salvation, Whose word can never change, but
standeth sure for ever ?

That brings us to the consideration of whose report this is. Isaiah
wrote it-—that is, he was the vehicle by which the report came. But,
back of Isaiah, we read : “ Holy men of God spake, moved by the Holy
Ghost”” (2 Peter i. 21). That 1s how Isaiah spoke. He does not say,
my report, nor God’s report, but “owr report.” Look at Gen. i. 26,
¢ Let us make man in owr own image, after our likeness,” and Gen. xi. 7,
“Go to, let us go down.” This is, then, the report of a triune God, and
it is a report that was agreed upon before the world began. It originated
in the mind of God, it was carried through by God, in person of His
Son, and God the Holy Ghost, is now drawing out such as shall be saved.
Poor, weak, trembling one, this report is true from before the fonndation
of the world. Take courage, your salvation is sure in the hands of such
a God.

What is to be done with this report of God ? It is to be believed :
“Who hath believed our report ?” Men make out reports upon all sorts
of things, and very often they are not believed, for the very good reason
that they are not true. But this report of God is true to every word.
So, we have good ground for believing it. Perhaps, one may ask, “Why
should I believe it ? " Because it is God’s plan of salvation, that’s all,
and when I say God's way of salvation, I mean that there is no other
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way. for “ There is no other Name given under heaven, whereby men
may be saved ? "

Now, what is the answer to this question, *“ Who hath believed our
report 7 Turn up Acts xiii. 48, and you have it, ¢ As many as were
ordained unto eternal life, believed.” Then, it is clear, man cannot
believe by an effort of his own will. The desire to believe is implanted
from above, and God has ordained that some shall believe the report.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.
By M. A. J.

“ And thou shalt be called by anew name, which the mouth of the LORD shall
name. ' —Isa. Ixii, 2.

WE regard this as a grand prediction of the Church of God ; which,
according to covenant transactions of the glorious Trinity, stands
in nearest and dearest relation to Jesus, her Head. The Church, not
Churches. It would be well for us to take special notice of the fact that
God always speaks of His Church as a single person, hence she is called
“ Christ’s body.” ‘“The Bride, the Lamb’s wife.” To the one Church
God declares the great and glorious fact—*1 have loved thee with an
everlasting love.” It is of the Church the Eternal Son addresses His
Father thus—*‘ Thou hast loved them, as Thou hast loved Me—and
Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.” In this Divine
statement you have ancient, everlasting, and unchangeable love. Jehovah
loves His people as His own beloved Son—amazing, surpassing, and
immeasurable love ! Source of all blessings for time, and security of all
happiness in eternity. ‘
I am, however, reminded of the many vicissitudes of life and
experience through which the Church is called to pass. We have before
us an illustration of this, which a mere glance will suffice to show the
condition of the Church in the time of the prophet. Evidently times
of trial, sorrow, and tears were not far distant. How could it be other-
wise when their delightful land should become a desolation—their cities
lie waste, the highways deserted, and the people hated and despised.
Does not this set forth the natural condition of man? Does is not
forcibly remind us of the desolate state of his heart ? What a waste—
the highways of devotion deserted, and the barrenness of his real life is
discovered in every conceivable town. This we leave for the present,
and proceed to notice a more pleasing aspect of the truth before us, for
we take it that our verse is expressive of a

NEW AND IMPROVED CONDITION.

The chosen people may be scattered, but they shall be restored to their
former privileges, and raised to greater glory ; but not by political means,
not by the ¢ finite ” movement which is now in operation, but by Divine
and spiritual means. Divine power alone can bring about a new con-
dition in the life, character, and environments of the chosen people. Let
us gather a few fragments of poetic beauty, as they lie on the sacreg
page before us. “ The glory of Labanon, and the excellency of Carmel.

“ The wealth of Gentiles,” and ¢ the flocks of Kedar,” shall be la_wshed
upon them, The walls of their cities shall not be common material but



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 19

“Salvation,” and her Gates shall surpass ¢ The Gate Beautiful” of the
ancient temple, for they shall be called *Praise.” The desolate city
shall be inhabited with ¢ priests of the Lord, and ministers of our God.”
“The glory of the Lord shall shine upon them, and the brightness of
His salvation shall shine like a dazzling torch, for “ Israel shall be saved
in the Lord with an everlasting salvation.” Is not all this very expressive
of a new and happy condition—the inheritance of the Church of Christ
—the blessed condition of the redeemed, pardoned, and accepted believer ?
Verily we think so !
THE NEW NAME GIVEN.

We would follow the prophet in seeking to find out the meaning of this
“ new name —a name given to the elect of God. They, and only they,
are called the * Redeemed of the Lord.” How very much this means.
Does it not take in the great plan of redemption—the incarnation, life,
work, suffering, death, resurrection, ascension, and mediatorial reign of
the Lord Jesus? They that receive the ¢ new name,” are called “ Sought
out.” How expressive is this. It brings before us the Great Shepherd
coming down into this world to seek and save that which was lost. It
reminds us of the Holy Spirit seeking the lost and leading such to Zie
Christ for light, life, and salvation. The work of the ministry, which is
the publishing good news and glad tidings, and when the “Sought out”
are brought into the fold, they are called *“a city,” ¢.e., they are com-
pact, united, for it is the “City of the Lord, the Zion of the Holy One
of Israel.” The “new name,” I read, is ** Hephzibah *-—* My delight.”
‘What condescension, what amazing mercy ! God delights in His people
whom He hath created for His praise. They shall indeed be called
“ Beulah,” for they shall be married, in which you have ownership, union,
and protection. They shall be a “crown of glory.” See how God will
put honour and glory upon His chosen—a crown which never fades, and
glory which never diminishes.

We will ask the beloved John of Patmos about this * new name.’
He at once tells us that this new name is “ the name of my God "’ (Rev.
iii. 12). The idea, as some think, is as the golden plate on the high
priest’s forehead bare Jehovah’s name—* Holiness to the Lord,” so the
saints in their royal priesthood shall bear His name as consecrated to
Him. This “new name,” marks the believer out to be a citizen of
heaven and gives him the right to enter there. The “new name’ has
“the white stone.” ¢ White the livery of heaven,” thus making out
something altogether renewed. Thus making out Christ’s name, and to
bear that name means to be wholly His. If wholly His we possess the
new character which gives title to that kingdom, to which all shall be
ultimately gathered ; where we shall eat of the “ hidden manna,” pluck
of the fruit of the tree of life, drink of the fountains of living water,
and participate in all the dignity and glory God bestows upon His
glorified ones, who stand before His throne. May this “ new name  be
ours; then come what will, ¢ whether life or death, we shall be the Lord’s.”
With this I would heartily wish all my friends a happy and prosperous
New Year ! May it be crowned with rich and abundant blessing !
Amen.

r

“SURELY," says the believer, * never sinner wanted Christ more, never sinner
deserved him less than 1."— Romaine.
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THE LATE MRS. KERSHAW,

Mgs, Lyoia Kersaaw, widow of the late Mr. John Kershaw, formerly pastor
of Hope Baptist Chapel, Rochdale, died at the residence of Mrs. Mills, 28,
West-street, on Saturday morning, November 26th, 1898, in ler 89th year.
On Wednesday, Mrs. Kershaw had an apoplectic seizure, from the effects of
which she never recovered. Dr. Jefferson had attended her. Although she
had been in poor health for some time, her mental faculties were unimpaired.
Mrs. Kershaw, who was Mr. Kershaw’s second wife, was a faithful helpmest
to her husband during his pastorate at Hope Chapel, which extended over a
period of 52 years; and she has been actively associated with that place of
worship since 1851. Many years ago she held the positions of superintendent
and teacher in the Sunday-school, of which institution her husband was one of
the founders. Possessed of considerable literary qualifications, subsequent to
the death of Mr. Kershaw, in January, 1870, she compiled a sketch of his
career.

The funeral of the deceased lady took place at Rochdale Cemetery on
Tuesday afternoon. Prior to the interment a short service, conducted by
Mr. B. Wadsworth, of Manchester, was held at the house of Mrs. Mills,
whence the funeral procession started. The mourners included Mrs. Ashworh
(daughter-in-law of the late Mr. Kershaw), Mr. S. Kershaw (grandson), Miss
Ramsbottom (grand-daughter), Mrs. Clegg (niece), Mr. and Mrs. John Hoyle,
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Smith, Mr. and Mrs. F. Grayson (grand-children), Mrs. J.
Edison, Mrs. Mills, Mr. Ernest Mills, Mrs. Rhodes, and Mrs. Crabtree, of
Rochdale ; Mr. and Mrs. W, Schofield, of Syke: Mr. B. Wadsworth, Mr. T.
Lewis, and Mr. Jackson, of Manchester ; Mr. G. Chandler, of Southport ; Mr.
W. S. Brown, of Tadworth, Surrey, and numerous other friends. The bearers
were Messrs. James Kay, Samuel Bamford, James Lund, James Tweedale,
Frank Fielding, and Frank Langley, all of whom were associated with Hope
chapel and school. Messrs. W. Schofield, G. Chandler, B. Wadsworth, and
W. 8. Brown took part in the service at the cemetery, Mr. John Edison, the
resident minister at Hope Chapel, being away from home. The coffin
(supplied by Mr. J. D. Crabtree) was of polished oak with brass mounts. Tt
bore a plate with the inscription :—

“LYDIA RERSHAW, BORN 1810 ; DIED IN HER 89TH YEAR.”

After the funeral ceremony the mourners, along with a number of friends,
had tea together at Hope-street school, where appropriate addresses were
delivered by several gentlemen.— Rochdale Observer.

[Most of our readers are well acquainted with the excellent memoir of
M. John Kershaw, so well compiled by the deceased lady.—J. W. B.]

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN.

-

© Sunlit Spray from the Billows of
Life,” by Mrs. M. A. Chaplin, London :
G. Stoneman, 39, Warwick-lane, E.C.
R. Banks and Son, 5, Racquet-court,
Fleet-street, E.C. Price, paper covers,
One Shilling net ; cloth, Two Shillings
net.
WE welcome thie fresh volume of poems
from the pen of Mrs. Chaplin. Those
of our readers who are acquainted with
her former volume, “ Chimes for the
Times,”’ will hasten to purchase this new
issue. To those not possessing ‘* Chimes
for the Times” we heartily recommend
Loth volumes. ¢ Sunlit Spray,” is

adorned with a good portrait of the

gifted authoress.

“ Fireships, Fireworks, and Fire.
brands,” by W. Stanley Martin, Same
publishers as above. Price, paper
covers, One Shilling net; cloth, One
Shilling and Sixpence.

WE have noticed and commended ¢ Some

Famous Bonfires,” by the same author.

We commend this fresh venture to our

Sunday-school  Superintendents and

Becretaries as very suitable for distribu-

tion among the scholara. No pains

should be spared to inform the upcoming
generation of the true character of



AND GOSPEL HERALD.

Popery and Priestcraft.  This book con-

tributes something towarda that desirable

end. Specially suited to the middle
clagses in the schools.

“ The Baptist dlmanack and Directory
for 1899." London: R. Banks and
Sun, Racquet-court, Fleet-street, E.C.

WE notice this is the forty-eighth year
of the publication of this excellent
Directory. It is published in three
styles : paper covers, Two-pence; paper
covers, interleaved, Fourpence; cloth,
interleaved, One Shilling. Chock full of
information ; indispensable to every
minister’s study and chapel vestry, and
should be in the possession of every
member of the denomination.

¢ Good Doctrine,” by T. Bradbury, Hon.
Secretary of *“ Publishing Committce,”
45, Sistova-road, Balham, S.W. Price,
cloth, One Shilling and Ninepence,
post free.

Ta1s yearly volume of sermons is pre-

faced by an excellent portrait of the

author. The title is expressive of the
contents. Here is * good doctrine,” and
in good measure too. Mr. Bradbury is

no gold-beater to spread a little metal
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over a large surface. but gives solid

nuggets dug from Scripture mines; r,

to vary the figure, this volume contains

rich and abundant Gospel food for
spiritually hungrv couls.

Y Cheering Words Annual.”
R. Banks and Son,
Fleet-street, E.C,
One Shilling.

THE frontispiece contains the portraits
of our hrethren, Mr. H. T. Chilvers, the
popular young pastor of Keppel-street
8. B. Church, and the esteemed pastor
of the Church at Homerton-row, Mr. 8. T.
Belcher. Cheering Wordsisbeinglargely
localised among our Churches, and,
under the able editorship of Mr. B, J.
Northfield, fully maintains its character
and reputation. Friends who take the
numbers monthly will be glad to have
the year’s issue in this more permanent
form ; and we highly recommend the
volume to those who have not taken it
from month to month. We should think
it advisable for friends to place their
orders at once, or they may be dis-
appointed, as some have been in former
years.

London :
Racquet-court,
Price, cloth gilt,

OUR DENOMINATIONAL
CATECHISMG.
By E. MarsH.

WHILE complying with the request of
our Committee to write a few lines on
the above work, we are convinced that
if it cannot stand on its own merit no
words of ours could support it.

The need of Catechetic teaching in-
creases rather than decreases, notwith-
standing the rapid development in
literary attainments among the young.
While other denominations seek to in-
culeate their tenets by this means,
surely those who ¢ know the truth”
and by it are ‘ made free’ need no
argument for its defence and spread
beyond that of the divine command,
and its own realized value and worth,

While an Apostate Church in so many
ways is seeking after our children at
the tenderest age, the claims of Zion’s
living Lord upon all His witnesses can-
not be neglected without fearful con-
soquences to the rising generation.
¢ GaTner” and “ TEacH’ are His own
express commands, and thousands are
living witnesses to-dny of His blessing
on Sabbath-school instruetion.

The present work has been compiled
as a help to fellow-labourers in this

field of Grospel sevvice, and has already
been commended as just the work also |

-
to put into the hands of young persons
joining our Churches, that they may
search out for themselves those truths
they are banded together in Church
fellowship to maintain and publish.

As to its matter, it claims no prece-
dence over any such work before pub-
lished ; but as to the method of arrange-
ment, some things lacking in others we
feel will be supplied here. The questions
and answers are condensed as much as
possible, and in every ease the question
itself is embodied in the answer, while
upwards of 750 Scripture quotations
are given in support of the truth set
forth.

Assured that by His own Word our
Lord works, we would spread it broad-
cast, and leave Him to seal it with His
own promised blessing. When we
‘“sow " and *‘ water ” we may be assured
of the “increase” according to His own
purpose and good will in the salvation
of those He has redeemed. Not only
as o defence of the distinguishing
doctrines of grace, and a desire that
from infauncy our children may know
what thosc doctrines are, do we send
forth this work in our homes and
schools, but with the confidence be-
gotten by His Word and experience we
aim at the salvation of those we seek to
instruet.

As long as tho world stands the
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redeemed Church will exist in it, but
denominationally we must become ex- |
tinet if the rising race are not taught !
what we believe and why, and the needs-
be to ¢ contend earnestly for the faith
once delivered unto the saints.”

Our only right of existence as a
separate religious body is for the main-
tainance of that ¢ faith ” and ‘‘order "
our Lord has laid down in His Word,
and commanded us to instruct our
children in.

While a spurious charity has broken
down the barriers of primitive purity |
in doctrine and practice, we would still !
abide by them as © the sect everywhere
spoken agaiust.” \

For the spread of the glorious Gospel ‘
of the blessed God, the establishment |
of young disciples in His truth, and the
instruction of our children in the Scrip- -
tural foundation of our denominational '
existence, we send forth these two !
Catechisms, the one for our infant
classes, the other for the senior
scholars and Church members. If the
pastor will introduce it to the Church,
and each member of the same carefully
go through it, we believe the efforts of
our Committee will be appreciated and ;

he work welcomed far and wide for the |
sake of truth. ‘

What a help too, to our Sunday- .
school teachers it would be if parents |
would use it at home for their evenings
with their loved omes, whose souls’
salvation lays so near their heart. Who }
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can tell how great a blessing God would
make this home teaching and training
in His truth.

* The words of the wiseare as goads.”
Let me close this already too lengthy
paper by a quotation from the lips of
that wise man after the Spirit, and
mighty in the Scriptures, the late

JamMEs WELLS,

who thusaddressed the flock over which
the Holy Ghost made and kept him
such a faithful overseer.

* I make no hesitation in saying to you that
we as Christians, we as a Church, and we
as o cougreyation, never ought to rest all
the time there is one sinner around us
uunder the powers of darkness. We never
ought to rest while we can, by any means,
by any possibility be the means of further-
ing that glorious Gospel of the blessed God,
by which sinners are saved, and His name
glorified. Do you not find dreadful woes
upon them that would take away the key
of knowledge. ard care nought for the
progress of the Gospel? I would that we
had a little more of that spirit described
by the apostle, when he said, ‘Neither
count I my life dear unto me that I might
finish my conrse with joy;’ and again, ‘I
endure all things for the elect’s sake, that
they also may obtain the salvation that is
in Christ Jesus’ Ang again and again we
see how he thirsted after, how he songht
after, longed after, and laboured after’ the
furtherance of the glorious Gospel of God.

May the Lord increase in us that spirit, and
may we as a Church and congregation
here live to see the day when we shall be
favoured with a noble structure; when
we sball be favoured with one of the best
Sunday-schools in London,
children shall hear the truth.”

where the

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

v

Our Australian Columh.

THE BIBLE IN THE BUSH.

Brother King's Mission—Letter I.—In
the Btreet—Parramatta - Bread of
Life—Something in It—Letter I1I —
Lost My Horses—Their Tracks—My
Wife Told the Lord—He Did So—
Plain as Anything—370 Miles from
Sydney.

BroTHER KING’s MISSION.

We extract the following from the
Australian Particular Baptist, which
will show how our brother is doing.
He is travelling through the far Bush
with a covered van, which he bought
for the purpose, and which he has
stocked at a great outlay with good,
sound books and wholesome reading,
Bibles, &c., starting from Sydney on
May 9tb, 1598. We had the pleasure of
giving him a large parcel of books re-

- continue to do from time to time.
' commend him to the prayers of all who
! desire the increase of the Redeeemer's

ceived from Mr. Banks, London, for
free distribution, and felt our heart
went with him, as we commended him
to the Lord for the work he has under-
taken of penetrating the far-off parts
of the Bush with the light of the
glorious Gospel of Christ. We are
pleased to hear from him that the Lord
is encouraging him, and we have had

 the pleasure of sending him a fresh

supply of books, which we hope“?o
e

kingdom, for ““he worketh the work of
the Lord.”
LETTER I.
Dubbo, 23rd June, 1898.

My dear, loving Brother in the loving
bonds of Jesus,—Many times my thoughts
have returned to you since I left Sydney.
Many times the Holy Spirit has broughtmy
mind back to that morning in your study
when He gave you that prayer to Goad the
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Father for me, and it gives me courage to
this day, and do pray to God to open up my
way belore me, and lend me, and give me a
heart fuller of His love and grace to do His
will. How much peecd it has of renewing
and strengthening by His grace |

My dear brother, I have often been
brought very low before my God since 1
saw you, and seem often to question
whether God hns gent me out 2 messenger
for Him in bringing souls to the feet of
Jesus, for what is all our doing if God does
not use us? " Except the Lord build the
ho1dJse, they labour in vain that build it,” I
ha

TWO NIGHTS IN THE STREET

at Parramatta. I gave away a good many
EARTHEN VESSELS in that plaee. so that
ithe true doctrine of God's Holy Word
might be spread abroad among the people:
and I can assure you, dear brother, my soul
was more lifted up to God in prayer for His
blessing to rest upon and impress the
renders of the E.V. than any other I gave
out, except God’s own Holy Word, and in-
deed it was a blessing to my own soul, the
reading of them. Well, we left

PARRAMATTA

and went towards Windsor, but it would
take me too long to tell you all we met with
by the way. Just a little I would like to tell
you. We went intoone place to enquire the
way, and, as is my custom. offered the
housewife a tract. She promptly told me if
it was not in accordance with the Roman
Church she did not want it.

I said it was good reading, and ithat it
wounld do her no harm to read it. Still she
insisted in not taking it, and said

She believed in what Jesus said to Peter,
that He was the Rock, and on it He built
Ris Church, and the gates of hell could not
prevail against it.

“Very well,” I said; “then you believe the
Protestants are the heretics and the pre-
vailing powers of hell, and, if so, vour own
words make it plain that the gates of hell
have prevailed against your supposed true
Church. Look,” I said, “at the Protestant
nations of the earth; there is England,
Germany, and America, every one is far
above the Romans—they are the head, and
Rome is only the tail.” She could stand it
no longer, so told me to go,and take my
book. I asked herto keep the book, and if
she would give me a Roman book I would
take it; it could not hurt me, for God had
shown me the true way of etcrnal life for
many years, so she kept the book, and I left,
praying God to have mercy on the poor
Romans.

Well, we got along to a dear womau with
whom we had some good talk, and prayed
with her. She was much affected, and wept,
and said no man ever came unto her house
to offer a prayer to God for her since she
lived in that place, about 17 years, so she
earnestly asked us to stay over the Sabbath
day, and we could have a meeting. She
wanted me to see her husband; so we did.
The dear man seemed to be hnngering after

THE BREAD OF LIFE,
God gave us 2 good meeting on the Sabbath
afternoon. We have good hope of hoth her
and her husband, for they weras very earnest
and like little children. Another dear man
told his wife he helieved there was some-
thing in it, in fact there must he
SOMETHING IN IT
we do not understand, he said. So you see,
dear hrother, there is o great need of some
one to go nhout in the far Bush,
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Well, it would he too much to send you
more just now. Let me say that the people
on the Mountains are very distant and
proud ; some of them would not even takea
book to read it, but we leave them all with
God. They muy yet become sick, and then
they will need the Physician. I will send
you more at another time if God wills. Give
my love to the dear ones. Address, Narra-
mine. Jas, KING.

LETTER II.

In the Bush, Aug. 17, 1898.

My dear Brother Beedel,—1 got the parcel
of books all safe, and have sold some of
them. Iwas very pleased with them. The
Bibles were just what I wanted, in fact all
of them. Well, dear brother, I am glad of
your letter; it seemed to help ce, and mnst
say the Lord has not left me to myself.

I LOST MY HORSES

for two days, and God gave them to me in
answer to prayer. I had walked for two
days, and was so tired I could hardly walk
any more, my feet were sore. and that night
God seemed tospeak to my wife and tell her
to go out in the morning and she would get
{hem. So she got up at daylight and started
about two miles along the road toa gate,
and found
THEIR TRACKS,

and run the track about a mile up the fence,
and there she found them, unhobbled, and
brought them home to camp. I could
hardly believe my eyes, Well, as she was
going along,

MY WIFE TOLD THE LORD

that she did not know where they were, but
He did and could direct her, and asked Him
to please to do so.

AND HE TID SO,

and we were glad. I went outto the place
where I told thee of, and God gave us good
favour.

Now is the time to go round to the shear-
ing sheds, as many have started to shear. A
dear, good man told me to always come
without being asked, and make my camp
there. While we were holding a meeting
in his rlace, I made a remark that “my
mission was by the help of God to bring
people to a spiritual concern about their
souls, that they might have eternal life
through faith in Jesus Christ, for all else
was of no use; except we were children of
God, there wasno hope for us.” And my wife
said she saw a difference in them after. God
had given me that word some days before.
God laid it as

PLAIN AS AXNYTHING

on my mind that that was just what I had
to say when coming here. May God enable
me always to speak for Him, and not for
myself, I am aptto speak my own words,
but my prayer to God is that I mav be [ree
from selt, and a servant of my God and
Father.

I have been very sick for some days with
influenza. but the Lord has made me well
agnin. Pray for us, dear brother. as God
enables me to pray for you and your dear

eople, that He will draw you all near to
%imself, for Jesus’ sake.

The grass is very bad in most parts of this
country. I have been inland about

370 MILES FROM SYDNEY.

Thank God my dear wife and myself are
well. Give our love to all the dear ones.
Yours in love,

J. KING.
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THE RIGHT RIXNG
WOOD.
To the Editor of 4. P, B.

DEAR SIR.—"We have great joy and
consolation in thy love, because the
bowels of the saints are refreshed by
thee, brother.” Another of your plea-
sant and profitable visits has been paid
us, and another rich unfolding of pre-
cious truth has been given to us in an
affectionate and masterly exposition of
the sublime passage contained in Isaiah
xliii. 1. 2. T was much struck and
rebuked at a circumstance transpiring
in connection with your last service,
and record it as a rebuke to myself for
my share in the transaction. During
nearly the entire service I could not
help noticing a little old and blind man
who sat doubled up in such a peculiar
manner as to couvey the impression
that he was enjoying a sound sleep,and
was totally oblivious to anything being
said or going on around him, and
thought it a pity he should have been
brought over, perhaps, to the disturb-
ance of other worshippers. Judge, then,
my surprise as on my return tomy ward,
on passing him, I heard him shout ont
to a deaf friend leading him, **What a
powerful and beantiful discourse he

ave us,and what a helpto our epiritual
life!” 1 heard no more, and, of course,
said nothing then, but had a good deal
to think about. Well, sir, you were kind
ecnough to publish my last letter, so I
am gending you this, as there are two
or three things I should like to add to
my former observations, but will pro-
mise not soon again to infringe on your
gpace. What I wish especially now to
emphasize i3 the great value and
importance to us here of having, even
though seldom,

DEEP, SOUND. AND DEFINITE GOSPEL
TEACHING AXD LITERATURE.

In an institution like this it is only to
be expected that many well-meaning
persons come a8 visitors and spiritual
guides, but who unfortunately only add
to the confusion and babel of tongues
without imparting any real or lasting
benefit.

Some are to be commended, but others
are 80 clearly either dumb dogs with no
message to deliver, or have so im-
perfectly learned what they profess to
teach, that they have need that one
teach themm again which be the first
principles of the oracles of God. Public
holidays are not infrequently availed of
for this purpose, and apparently by
those who rashly suppose they may
combine doing good while enjoying an
outing, and evidently without making
any preparation for their solemn but
self-imposed mission.

Want of preparation, and the offering
to God of that which costs notbing, are,

FROM ROOK-
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ministrations that might otherwise
contain some element of good.

Similar remarks might be made with
reference to much of the reading matter
which occasionally comes under one’s
notice, and that makes it a cause of
deep thankfulness to many here, that
in addition to the oral testimony so
ably, efficiently, and soundly brought
to us, we have also sound Scriptural
teaching afforded in the admirabls
periodicals which you so liberally dis-
tribute—the EARTHEN VESSEL and Gos-
pel Standard to me seem to set forth all
that truly relates to the way of peace
through a crucified, risen, and glorified
Christ,

My personal obligations extend be-
yond these, however, for to your kind-
ness Towe the privilege of reading such
sound teaching of such writers as Owen
and others. What reading they afford,
what a bright light they throw upon
the Word! In this connection will you
afford me space to give your readers
a brief resumé of the Scripture idyl
from which the words at the beginning
of the letter are borrowed, and which
forms one of the least misunderstood of
Peaul's writings.

At Colosse there lived a2 man named
Philemon, a good man in the best sense of
the word, having come under the influence
of Paul’s preaching, blessed by the Spirit of
God, and had a church in his house. With
Philemon lived a slave named Onesimus,
who, though living under the means of
grace, was u stranger to their influence, for
he robbed his master, and with the stolen
property made his escape, choosing Rome
as the place of his flicht. It happened that
Paul. having appealed to Cesar, had also
come, and “in his own hired house preach-
ing the kingdom of God, and teaching those
things which concern the Lord Jesus
Christ,” Here it was that, perhapsimpelled
by curiosity, but which we cannot but
regard as the

CALL AND ELECTION OF GOD,

the runaway came into contact with the
man of God, and doubtless heard him
preach. It may have been against the very
sin he had committed, but, whatever it was,
the Word of God must have gone straight
home to his heart, and we can imagine his
application to the apostle for direction and
relief.

* What is your name?”

“Onesimus,”

*“What are youft”

“ A slave."”

‘“Who is your master?”

“Thilemon of Colasse.”

“Him I know right well,” would answer
Paul, “ but

“Whal brings you here?”

Aund then the whole story, with no
attempt at any excuse or palliation, would
come out, and the man would stand out a
deeply-convicted, rclf-accused penitent,
whose iniquities had taken such a hold on
him that he was unable to look up. The
requel is_easily inferrel, Paul would have
been glad to have rcetained Onesimus in his
service, but wilh that tender conscientious-
ness ever characteristic of 1he child of God,

it seems to me, too often conepicuous in ! would do nothing without knowing the
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mind of Philemon, and therefore in this
beautilul letter full of the most tender per-
suasiveness writcs, “I beseech thee, for my
son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my
bonds, which in time pnst was to thee un-
profitahle, but now profitable to thee and
to me.” Most truly yours,
Auguast, 18908 TROOKWOOD

THE SOUTH INDIAN MISSION.

By PAsTOR THOMAS JONES,
NEw Cross, S.E.

THERE never was a time in the history
of our beloved denomination when such
missionary enthusiasm prevailed, such
intense interest was taken, and such
passionate zeal exhibited in this noble
enterprise, as at present. On every
hand this spirit is manifest in the
majority of our Churches, and among
our many friends. It is well that it
is so, for it is the true spirit of the
glorious Gospel of the grace of God, It
18 following the directions l2id down by
the Immaculate Founder of Christi-
anity, and putting into practice the
great commission of Him who is Head
of all things to the Church, and whose
disciples are the temple of the Spirit,
and the light of the world. We
sincerely hope, pray, and believe that
this Christ-like, missionary spirit may
develop in every direction, until the
whole brotherhoud become permeated,
from centre to circumference.

The numerous supporters of the South
Indian Mission have certainly received
an inspiration from the presence of the
native pastors, and also from the intro-
duction of our warm-hearted and genial
brother Strickson. The meetings have
been magnificent throughout, and have,
indeed, surpassed all expectations. The
valedictory services conducted at
“Providence,” Highbury, proved a

rand climax to the series of meetings.

hose valedictory services will never
be forgotten by those who were privi-
leged to attend them, The afternoon
of praise and prayer, followed by
commemorating the Redeemer’s death,
resurreotion, and coming advent, was
more than sitting in the banqueting
house, it was entering within the holy
of holies. Never in our experience did
we more blessedly realise the presence,
power, and influence of the Holy Spirit.
It was a soul-melting, soul-enriching,
and Christ-exalting time. The evening
service was all that could be desired.
Brother 8., in whom we have unbounded
confidence, manifested his loyalty to
Christ, his fidelity to the Gospel, and
his unfaltering faith in the message of
the Cross, as he gave his oall by grace,
and his training for missionary work,
in clear and concise language. He also
stated his dootrinal belief, what he
intends to teach and preach, all of
which will bear the closest inspection,
and the most critioal investigation, as
will also his evangelical spirit, and
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general knowledge of what the nature
of the missionary of the Cross should
be. We cherish the hope that, under
the direction of brother S., and the
blessing of God, much effective work
may be accomplished in the Tinnevelly
and elsewhere.

After much converse and fellowship
with the native pastors who accom-
pany brother S, ome can have no
doubt of their Christianity, Their
utterances are true, their doctrines
gound, their faith in Christ simple,
They, like ourselves, are resting alone
on the finished work of Jesus Christ;
so that, like Barnabag, seeing in them
the grace of God we are glad. Surely it
is a great distance from dark, benighted
heathenism to the light of the Gospel
to which those brethren have reached ;
and, for this evident token of the
matchless, yet invincible grace of God
in their salvation, they take to India
our best wishes, our fervent prayers,
our brighest hopes, and our liberal
support. Personally, I shall look back
upon the farewell at Charing Cross, and
the singing of “God be with you,” &e.,
by nearly three hundred friends, as one
of the most hallowed scemes in my
official year as President of the
M.A.S.B.C.

STRICT BAPTIST MISSION.
By JoaNn HUNT LYNN.

BROTHER ERNEST A. BOOTH'S visits
to the Churches are most helpful,
both to his auditors and to the Mis-
sion. The more we see him and hear
him the stronger grows our confidence
in the servant of the Lord, who has
been so graciously given to us, and the
deeper our gratitude for the fellowship
thus granted to us in the purpose and
work of the dear Redeemer. In closer
acquaintance with the detailed in-
formation our brother brings from
India we get very clear demonstration
of the minute accuracy of the reports
we have received, and of the remark-
able wisdom with which brethren
Hutchinson and Booth have been
endowed. All we have written in
regard to our hope for the future of
the Mission is being daily confirmed,
and honoured brethren who have stood
in doubt are now standing forward in
earnest co-operation and firm testi-
mony.

Brother Booth speaks with no uncer-
tain sound, and while he lays down
emphatically that our Mission Churches
must be composed of a regenerate
membership, and that clear evidence of
the work of grace must be given by the
‘‘converts,” he also makes it plain that
no austere judgment attends upon their
testimony, but that God has eml_nently
fitted both our colleagues to discover
and draw out from the most timid and
ignorant the evidence of theindwelling
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of the Spirit of Christ, apart from
which every professor is “ none of His.”

Our brether is a missionary from-
head to foot, and an excellent organiser
with clear business tact. His three
vears and a-half in India were a severe
ordeal. but a good training and prepara-
tion for hiswork in Madras and district;
and although a superficial observer
might opine that there has been loss of
precious time and of much treasure, the
conviction grows that the years of the
past are yielding conditions which was
well worth their expenditure to realise,
and that the costs of these years will
prove a “good investment.”

Wehope that all the Churches in this
courntry that can secure our brother's
service, whether for preaching or for
missionary address, will do so during
his brief stay in the home-land.
Whether the exchequer of the Mission
is to be augmented by collections on
the occasions of his visits or not we are
sure that the spiritual wealth of our
friends will be augmented.

This month’s magazine contains a
portrait of our good colleague, and we
commend a study of the picture to any
of our friends who are physiognomists
or phrenologists. We hoped to have
seen with it an ‘“autobiographical
sketch,” but his unwillingness to write
on the pronoun “I” has extinguished
this hope. However, to see and to hear
him will partly make up the loss to
such of our readers as may be so privi-
leged.

We may in this connection entreat
the godly to bear our brother in Madrae,
preacher Soondram, upon their hearts
in constant and earnest prayer. The
appointment of this gracions Tamil
indicates the goodness of God to us in
giving so acceptable a native preacher,
and also the wise judgment of brother
Booth in introducing him. He is a
devoted and instructed missionary and
worthy of our love,

Dr. Naryanaswamy lays us under new
obligations by his brotherly acceptance
of the charge laid upon him by our
brother Booth during his absence from
India.

Brother S. Hutchinson has sent a
most welcome letter to our subscribers,
which has been widely issued and which
will be re-printed in our next “Occa-
sional Paper.” In hisown nnassuming
way he tells the story of the months he
has spent in Bangalore and amongst the
Telugue, whose language he isacquiring.
In thig, again, our minds are amply con-
firmed and our hearts are cheered. How
markedly he lives out the precepts of
Ephes. iv. 31, 32, his gentle but most
necessary protest in the end of his letter
against a grave and groundless charge
illustrates, Space forbids further refer-
ence to him now. Our love to these
our brethren grows.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

Let all those who read this page, and
who know the guest-ohamber of God’s
intercessors make full use of their
privilege in this secret place. We know
the open reward of ourheavenly Father
will follow,

WHITECHAPEL (LITTLE ALIE-
STREET).—Special services were held
Thursday, Oct. 27th, in oconneotion with
this Churoh. A goodly number of
friends assembled at 3 p.m. to hear our
good brother W, Kern, of Ipswich,
preaoh, who took as his text, * We have
thought of Thy lovingkindness,” &ec.
(Psa, x1viii. 9), and was helped to deliver
& very savoury and spiritual discourse,
which was suitable to us as a Church
just now, and in looking baok over the
past we oan rejoice in what the Lord
has done,and weare still looking to Him
for guidance under our present con-
dition. A good attendance &t tea, and
the evening meeting, presided over by
Mr. Kern, was opened by singing that
grand hymn, “0O God. our help in ages
past,” &c., reading Psa. cxxxiii. and
prayer by brother Wm. Archer. The
chairman’s opening remarks were few
and to the point. The apostle Paul
thanked God and took courage, (1) We
were to thank God for being out of Hell ;
(2) Thank God for the blood of Jesus;
(3) Thank Him for saving us by grace;
(4) For these blessings we were to take
courage for our onward journey. The
hymn, “ Stand up and bless the Lord”
was sung, and addressesgiven by Messrs,
Box, Flegg, Moxham, McKee,and others.
Our position at the present time is that
we are in debt to onr Treasurer of about
£30, this meeting was arranged so that
we might raise a good amount towards
liquidating this debt; this amount was
not fully cleared, but the collections
were very good, more than half the
amount was received, with hopes of
further help, for which ‘ We thank God
and take courage.” We labour under
many difficalties on account of so many
friends migrating to the suburbs, and
the very strong foreign element that is
ever on the increase in the neighbour-
hood. The meeting closed by singing,
"The day is past and over.” Thusended
a very interesting gathering at this
sanctuary, and again, “ We thank God
and take courage.”—S. G. L.

LIMEHOUSE (ELiM OHAPEL).—The
fifteenth anniversary of the opening of
the above chapel, was held on Sunday,
Oct. 23rd, 1898. Mr. Holden, the pastor,
was enabled to preach an excellent
germon in the morning from Psa.
Ixxxvii. 3. In the evening, Mr. Corn-
well, of Brixton, delivered a very in-
structive and encouragin% discourze to
the profit of many from John's Gospel
v. 36, latter part. On Thursday, Oct.
27th, the services were continued. : In
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the afternoon, Mr. Dolbey, of the Surrey
Tabernacle, preached a very weighty
and soul-profiting discourse from the
Song of Solomon viii, 13, to an appre-
ciative congregation. Tea was served
to a good company of friends. Public
meeting began at 6.30, the chair occupied
by our esteemed and beloved brother
Mr, G.F.Gray,of the Surrey Tabernacle.
Hymn 802, Denham’s, was announced
and heartily sung, and Isa. Ix, read.
Brother Stringer sought the Lord’s
blessing by earnest prayer. The chair-
man, after a few warm congratulations,
proceeded to address the people from
the Gospel of John iv, 4, which was
very aoceptable indeed to the friends.
The following brethren addressed
the meeting on Gospel subjects.
Brethren Baldwin, our senior deacon,
who we were all glad to see and hear,
W. H. Lee,J. M. Rundell, O. S, Dolbey,
and J. Parnell. Pastor Holden in a few.
remarks expressed his gratitude to the
Lord for the prayersand good wishes of
the chairman, also of his dear minis-
terial brethren, and in acknowledgment
of their loving services desired for them
a hearty vote of thanks by the show of
the right hand (all hands up), also he
wished to record his gratitude to the
Lord for the large gathering of friends,
especially so, of our own dear friends,
so that himself and the deacons were
greatly encouraged by this special token
of divine favour and blessing. All
present very evidently appreciated the
offorts of the chairman and speakers,
instrumentally, to edify, enconrage,and
comfort the Lord's people assembled,
and this spiritual and happy meeting
was brought to a close by singing the
93rd hymn. Brother Wm. Webb, of
Elim, offered prayer. Chairman pro-
nounced the benediction. So writes—
ONE WHO WAS PRESENT.

CLAPHAM (REHOBOTH ).—Harvest
thanksgiving services were held on
September 20th. Mr. Bush preached in
the afterncon a most excellent and
savoury discourse; many profitted
thereby, rejoicing in the Lord's good-
ness and mercy. An exocellent tea was
provided, followed by a public meeting,
presided over by Mr. Slingo. Hymn,
“Grace, 'tis a charming sound,” com-
menced the meeting. The chairman
read Pea. xxxiv,, and our brother
Mundy led us to the throne of grace.
Brother Bush spoke from the words,
“ And thou shalt rejoioe in every good
thing whioch the Lord thy God hath
given unto thee.” Brother Dale, “O
give thanks unto the Lord, for He is
%ood: for His mercy endureth forever.”

rother Chilvers, ¢ The Lord hath been
mindful of us: He will bless us.”
Brother Webb was very pleased to see
the ohapel look 80 nice, and hoped the
people would fill their seats. e spoke
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about the goodness of the Lord. Brother
T. Carr addressed the meeting from
Isa. lxi. Brother Waite thanked the
frieuds for their presence, and the
brethren who had taken part in the
services, and trusted the Lord would be
mindful of us in a way of salvation.
This happy meeting was brought toa
close by singing, and the benediction
by brother Waite. Collection amounted
to about £5—C, H. F.

LEICESTER (NEWARKE-STREET),—
The second anniversary of the pastor’s
settlement was held on December fth.
Althongh the weather proved unfavour-
able the attendances were good. Pastor
B. J. Northfield preached a very en-
couraging and helpful discourse, Over
100 persons sat down to tea; and in the
evening earnestaddresses were delivered
by Mr. J. Walker, Mr, B. C. Turner, Mr.
Northfield, and the pastor (Mr, Realff).
The collections exceeded £10.

ENCOURAGED TO CONTINTE.
By ANNA S. GRIMES.

By the grace of God we had the privi-
lege of holding the fifth anniversary
gervices of the Sunday-school at
Ebenezer, Egham, on November 17th,
when brother Sears, of Meyrick-road,
preached a good sermon in the after-
noon on the words, “Of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is
named ” (Ephes. iii. 15). He spoke of
its nnity of nature—having one Father,
one elder Brother, all being recorded in
the family register above, one clothing,
one faith, one food, loved with an ever-
lasting love; a marvellous, wonderful,
and royal family; never a death, lost
ones in Christ not dead, but sleeping.

Tea followed, to which a nice number
of friends sat down.

The public meeting in the evening
was very ably presided over by Mr.
Sears, who asked

Brother Andrews, of Staines, to lead
us in prayer for the Lord's presence and
blessing.

The chairman made a few opening
remarks, and the report was reaq.

Mr. Savage gave us an excellent ad-
dress on Phil, iv. 8, “Think on these
things,” What things? Whatsoever
things are true—viz., truthful, trans-

arent, trustworthy, not afraid of the
ight; above-board in doctrine, in
precept, in practice—'Think on these
things.” Whatsoever things are honest,
just, pure, lovely, of good report, if
there be any virtue, and if there be any
praise—"Think on these things; " and
may we live them. The kindly interest
he took in the childron caught their
attention from first to last, and we feel
sure that muoh that was said will prove
of lasting good to them as well as to all
present. . i

Mr. Sears also gave an instructive
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chain of thought in twelve portions,
each having five words: the first was,
* 8in will find you out,” and the last,
“They shall see His face.” We trust
that many of the sentences, and what
was said thereon, will be found in our
memories after many days, and bring
forth fruit to the dear Redeemer's glory.

Twenty-two of our scholars recited
Soripture, or pieces that were profitable
to learn and listen to.

The friends gathered well at both
meetings, although some were prevented
from being with us by the thick fag.

The collections were very good indeed,

In recording our thankfulness for the
abundant mercies of ocur covenant God
in the past. we feel much

ENCOURAGED TO CONTINUE

the blessed work of sowing the seed of
the kingdom, and in these days of error
of teaching the faith once delivered to
the saints. trusting that the dear
Master will richly bless our humble
efforts to His own eternal praise.

WORKING TOGETHER AT
WALTHAM ABBEY,

THE friends here held their annual
social meeting (in commemoration of
the re-opening of chapel in 1879), on
Dec. 1st. After singing hymn 343,
brother W. Pallett led us at the throne
of grace, The pastor. presiding, read a
part of Acts xiii. and made a few
remarks on verse 34, viz., “The sure
mercies of David.” Hymn 69 being
sung. brother Newcombe addressed us
on Psa. ciii. 2, “* Forget not all His bene-
five.”

Brother Francis gave out hymn 713,

Brother J, Pallett gave an address on
] know that my Redeemer liveth ”
(Job xix. 25).

Brother Brown gave out hymn 357.

Brother W, Pallett gave an address
on the words, ‘‘ Remember all the way
the Lord thy God hath led thee.”

Brother Coote gave out hymn 890.

Brother J. H., Wild gave an address
on Job xx. hearing and =seeing
spiritually is the gift of God.

Hymn 501, to the tune * Inheritance,”
was feelingly sungand the pastor closed
the happy meeting with prayer.

W. E. PALMER, Pastor.

MENDLESHAM GREEN.—Anniver-
sary eervices were held on Sept. 18th,
1898. when three sermons were preached
by Mr. H. Alexander, of Blakenham, to
good congregations, The hymn :—

My soul with joy attend,

While Jesus silence breaks;

No apgel's harp such music yields,

As what my Shepherd speaks,”
softened the rocky heart, and a
craving after Him whom we love was
the result. He alone creates the desires
after Him. He alone can grant them,
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He alone shall be praised, Harvest
thanksgiving services were held on
Lord’s-day, Oct, 23rd, Mr. S, K. Bland
was the preacher morning and after-
noon. Truly it was goog to listen to
words of wisdom from one so well
tanght of God. The morning text was
a very practical one (Psa. 1. 23). The
Era.nd result of praise, glorifying to

od, and the sure blessing attending &
consistent walk. We feFt it to be a
searching time indeed, and desire to be
led by the Spirit in all places, for we
know if we are led by Him we must be
in the right way. We feel we have
need to pray, ‘'Cleanse thou me from
secret faults.” Under the sermon our
eyes were opened to see more of the ex-
ceeding sinfulness of sin. Indeed we
felt the word to be quick and powerful,
and trust that the pruning may be
profitable. The afternoon subject ( Heb.
vi. 7) was very much appreciated by
those who understand the tilling of the
ground. God grantthat the word spoken
may be as good seed, dropped into
ground already prepared by the Gospel
plough, and bear fruit in after days to
the glory of God. Mr. S. Haddock, of
Occold, wasthe preacher in the evening,
We thought his text was a sermon in it-
self (Isa. Ixi. 10). May God crown these
services and cause the hearts of His
people to rejoice, by sending showers of
blessings to cause the desert to rejoice,
and become a fruitful land, We desire
forsall the Churches true prosperity.—
S. S.

BOW.—Pastor W. H, Lee's 20th anni-
versary was celebrated Ootober 16th,
sermons being delivered by the pastor.
On the 18th, brother J. M. Rundell pre-
sided at evening meeting and dealt very
liberally with the cause. Spiritual and
experimental addresses were given by
brethren Holden, Watts, Burbridge,
Lovelock, and the pastor. We praised
God and took courage.—W, H. LEE.

FARNHAM (PARK-LANE), — We
desire to raise another Ebenezer to our
covenant-keeping God in remembrance
of His kindness to us on the occasion
of our harvest thanksgiving services,
which were held on Wednesday, October
12th. We were favoured by the presence
of Mr. Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, who
preached two excellent and Christ-
exalting sermons. The afternoon dis-
courge was based upon Ruth ii. 15—17.
The love and condescension of our anti-
typical Boaz was sweetly set forth;
also the humility of Ruth ; her astonish-
ment at his recognition being descrip-
tive of sinners in their relationship to
their Kinsman Redeemer. The evening
gsermon was on ‘' Love, blood and power
as being the fundamental elements,
while the position of the Christian as
king and priest was contrasted with
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the assumptions of Ritualism and
Romanism, A good number of friends
partook of tea and the evening con-
gregation was the largest seen for many
years., We are much encouraged by
these services, for though as a Church
and people we are but few, yet our eyes
are up to the Lord for a pastor, and we
earnestly hope our desires will be
granted. We thank our friends and
vigitors for their generous support on
this oocasion, but as our littlesanctuary
is much in need of repairs and re-
novation, we earnestly seek pecuniary
assistance from the lovers of truth,
which will be gratefully acknowledged
by A. Crisp, 33, West-street, Farnham,

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH, WELLESLEY-
STREET).—On Lord’s-day, October 30th,
special services were held in connection
with the twenty-fourth anniversary of
the re-opening of this sanctnary.
Sermons by the pastor. Morning text,
“ For Christ hath once suffered for sins,
the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God.,” Evening text,
* Beloved, I wish above all things that
thou mayest prosper and be in health,
even as thy soul prospereth.” (1) The
person addressed. (2) The condition,
(3) The character. The following Tues-
day, Mr. G. W. Thomas, of Watford,
preached from *“Then the Spirit took
me up, and I heard behind me a voice
of a great rushing, saying, Blessed be
the glory of the Lord from His place.”
The evening meeting was ably presided
over by ¥r. Thomas King, of Surrey
Tabernacle. The chairman read Isa.v.
2. Mr, Watts, of Bow, led us in prayer.
Our President then gave us a brief
address upon ‘‘ How beautiful upon the
mountains, are the feet of Him that
bringeth good tidings,” &ec., dwelling
upon the Gospel liberty to the captives
under sin. Mr. J. Clark spoke upon, “I
will raise up for them a plant of
renown.” He said this plant of renown,
our Lord Jesus Christ, who to the world
and ungodly man is insignificant and
small, but to the people of God * He is
the chiefest among ten thousand.” Mr.
W. H. Lee spoke from, “ That the world
may know that Thou hast sent Me,”
He remarked, How is the world to know
it? How did the world know that God
sent Moses! by the work that he
wrought in God's name. The world
knew by the miracles that Christ
wrought. Water was made wine, Jairus’
daughter was raised, woman healed with
issue of blood. &c. Mr, H. F. Noyes
dwelt on Christian knowledge. The
knowledge of God, of Christ as the
Redeemer, of His love. This love, when
did it begin? never, When will it end ?
never. How great is it? more than all
human love put together, it is insepar-
able. He loves us in our failings. Our
pastor addressed us from * The Lord is
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good.” He said, there has been the
good on the part of the Lord, and the
evil on the part of Satan. What a
mercy that the Lord isgood ; He is good
in His nature; the Lord is good
absolutely, eternally. He is good in re-
spect of His gifts. He is good in His
promises ; we have been tried within
and without, but we have proved that
the promise i3 good. The promise is a
%ra.nd place of good hope to the soul.

hey have never failed, and never will.
He is good in providence, &c. The
praises of the Lord having been heartily
sung, this happy meeting was closed
with prayer by the chairman.—HAYTER
SCRIVENER.

THE TABERNACLE,
BOROUGH.
PRESENTATIONS.

THE autumn tea in connection with
the Mothers’ Sewing Meeting was held
on Friday, December 9th, about 70
sitting down to a well-spread repast,
which was much enjoyed. After the
tea Mrs. Mather requested permission
to say a few words, and, directing her
remarks to the pastor and his wife,
expressed the esteem of the “mothers”
towards them, and begged their accept-
ance of a silver-plated tea-pot, an oak
tray, and some packets of tea., which
had been most willingly and lovingly
subscribed for by the members of the
Sewing DMeeting. The tea-pot, which
was very handsome, was suitably in-
scribed, on one side with the initials
“F.G. & M.B.,”

and on the other,

*“ PRESENTED TO MR. AND MRS,
BURGESS, BY THE MOTHERS' MEETING,
TBE TABERNACLE, WELLINGBOROUGE,

DEC., 1895,
Miss Matthews presented the articles
to Mrs. Burgess. This was quite a
surprise to the receivers, and both the
pastor and his wife thanked the friends
for this unlooked-for expression of
their regard.

The pastor then proposed a vote of
thanks to those ladies who so kindly
asgist in carrying on the meeting, and
then said that he had a surprise for
them, He had that morning received a
letter from an anonymous writer which
he would read to them, from which they
would see that their funds had been
materially helped. The letter read as
follows :—" Wellingborough, Dec. 9th,
1898. Mr. Buargess,—Dear Sir,—I have
heard a good account of the Mothers’
Meeting, also of the Sunday-school.
Will you please give £1 103 to the
former, and £1 10s. to the latter, and
take the remainder yourself. This
small gift is by way of encouragement
to solid work. Yours truly, A Well-
Wisher. £5 enclosed.” There was

WELLING-
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much applanse at the conclusion of the
reading, and all were grateful for the
kindness shewn. The meeting was
closed in the usual way.—ZLocal Paper.

KEPPEL - STREET,
BURY.—

" Great God, we sing ihat mighty hand,

By which supported still wo stand.”

We were able to celebrate the 104th
anniversary at Keppel-street,onLord’s-
day. Oct. 16th. At 8 a.m.about forty,
including friends from Camden High
Schools, and a neighbouring school, sat
down to breakfast in the school-room,
followed by a special prayer-meeting
on behalf of the young and our anni-
versary services. Ouar pastor, H. T.
Chilvers, preached in the morning. In
the afternoon & good attendance of
friends, Our own and a neighbouring
school were interested in addresses by
brethren Strickson, Michael, and
Swamidas. In the evening brother
Reynolds preached, On Tuesday, Oct.
13th.in the afternoon, brother Mitchell,
of Chadwell-street, preached. After tea
we were greatly encouraged to see so
many friends uniting with us., Brother
J. Piggott, L.C.C., kindly presiding,
called upon Abel Michael to seek the
divine blessing. Our pastor spoke from
the words, **God forbid that I should
glory, save in the Cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Our chairman favoured
us with a helpful and stimulating
address from the words, “ Trust in the
Lord.” Brother Reynolds spoke of the
Christian’s stimulus, ““ Hope.” Brother
Mutimer from the words, ‘' Let the
children of Zion be joyful in their
King.”” Brother Bush sweetly spoke
from the words, ‘‘ The hand of the Lord
wa3 with them,” Brother Mitchell, in
his homely, helpful and encouraging
way, addressed pastor and people, The
collections for cause, amounting to £25,
has since been exceeded. We desire to
thank our friends for their presence
and generous support at these services.
The Word has been a power in our midst
to sinners and saints through the Holy
Spirit's power, May it continue. To
Him be all the praise.

LEYTON (GOLDSEMITH-ROAD).—The
cause here held ite first anniversary of
re-opening on Nov. 8th, Our heavenly
Father wasagain mindful of usand gave
ue a good day. A nicecompany gathered
with s on this occasion, which greatly
encouraged us. Our beloved brother
Mitchell was greatly helped in the
afternoon to preach a full Gospel
sermon., How our hearts were warmed
as the preacher told of salvation by
grace; the favoured recipients of the
same, with ite attendant train, About
forty sat down to a nice social cup of
tea. which was greatly appreciated. The
evening meeting commenced by singing

BLOOMS-
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that grand hymn, " Our souls by love
together knit.” Beloved brother J. W.
Banks very ably presided, read Isa, xii.
Brother Bartholomew (from Totten-
ham) very sweetly led us to the throne
of grace. A few very nice remarks from
the chairman on * that day,” which led
us to think of many “that day' when
the Lord had met with us and blessed
us, A brief report of the Lord’s deal-
ings with nsas a Church, and a financial
statement was given, which was a very
encouraging one. After which we were
favoured to listen to some profitable
addresses. Brother Clark,on‘ The good-
ness of the Lord.” Brother Mitchell,
on “Spiritual life.” Brother Licence
from the words, “I am for you,” Our
brethren Banks and Mitchell having to
leave to catch the train home, our
brother Gibbens kindly took the chair,
after which we had a very encouraging
address from brother Marsh, who very
lovingly expressed his well-wishes for
the cause at Leyton. Brother White,
who we were pleased to see, this being
his first visit to Leyton, spoke on “ the
spots in the lives of God’s children.”
Brother Gibbens just gave a few words
on, “In everything give thanks"
Brother Lovelock closed with a few
well chosen words in prayer. Thus
ended a very happy and we trust a
profitable day at Leyton. Collections
amounted to just £2.—C, THROWER.

A CHEERFUL NOTE FROM
COURLAND GROVE.

DEAR MR. BANKS,—It will, I am sure,
give yourself and the many readers of
the “E.V. & G.H.,,” pleasure to know
that the new school building in con-
nection with Courland-grove chapel,
Clapham, is now entirely paid for. Last
Lord’s-day, our pastor, Mr, Dadswell,
made the pleasing announcement that
a sufficient amount was in the hands of
the Treasurer of the Building Com-
mittee to meet all demands; and that,
costing in theaggregate £305, the whole
had been freely and generously sub-
scribed by many kind and warm-heartea
friends, to whom we desire, through the
medium of your columns, to express our
sincere and grateful thanks for the
liberal response made to our appeal in
June last,

It is very gratifying to us all,and our
earnest desire is that much spiritual
prosperity may continue to attend the
work of the school, and that the Lord’s
servants who labour here in word and
doctrine, may see His hand with them
for good, and, going forward, may both
spend and be spent for His sake.

With Christian greetings,
I remain, yours in Gospel bonds,
A, VINE, Superintendent,
131, Munor-street, Clapham, 8.W.
December 6th, 1898,
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SHOULDHAM STREET, W.— On
Lord's-day,Nov. 27th, the twenty-second
annivereary of the school was cele-
brated. Sound and savoury discourses
were preached in the morning and even-
ing by Mr.J. W. Humphreys (of West
Ham), and in the afternoon by Mr. P
Reynolds, special hymns and anthems
being rendered by the scholars at each
service, On the following Tuesday a
ten, to whioh a good number sat down,
was followed by a meeting in the chapel,
very ably presided over by Mr. I. R
Wakelin, whose ardent love of the work
among the young makes him an ideal
chairman at such meetings ; may he be
spared many years to continue his
labours. After reading a portion of
God’s Word, the chairman called upon
brother Matlock to ask a blessing on
the meeting., A report was read giving
an outline of whathad been doneduring
the year., Addresses of encourage-
ment and helpfulness were delivered
by brethren Humphreys, Mutimer,
Reynolds, Mitchell and Green; a very
happy and profitable evening was
enjoyed by all present, We are unable
to say that the word spoken has been
particularly blest during the past year,
but we trust the seed sown will spring
up and bear fruit in after days. Results
in the past give us cause for hope in
future, Although our number is small
we realize that the work is great, being
fellow-labourers with God ; results are
with Him, May we exercise patience
and perseverance at all times, not for
reward, but for His glory alone.
Collections realized £12 21, 8d., for which
we are grateful.—S. ROBINSON,

Aged Pilgrims’ Corner.

ON November 30th, the inmates of the
Hornsey-rise Asylum were provided
with a tea by Mrs. Wilkinson, of Barnet,
in commemoration of her birthday.
About 85 assembled in the Hall, and all
who were unable to be present had tea
gent to their rooms, The lady visitors
kindly presided at the tables and a
happy hour was spent by the aged
gueste, who united in a cordial vote of
thanks to the donor.
*  *

*

At the close of the tea two short
addresses were given by Mr, A. Hayles
and the Secretary, and the doxology
sung at parting well expressed the feel-
ings of those who inhabit the beautiful
building at Hornsey-rise. Our friends
who read these lines would find a visit
to the Home a very pleasant way of
spending an hour. .

*

*

With the approach of the New Year,
special efforts are being made to in-
crease the annual subseription list of
the Institution, it being an excellent
time to commence such support. Con-
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tributions of 7s. and upwards entitle to
votes,

* x

»
On January 20th, Mr. E, Ash will
deliver his lecture on “ Switzerland,” in
the Asylum Hall, illustrated by
dioramic views. The chair will be
taken at 7 o'clock, and the proceeds
devoted to the Sustantation Fund,
which,owing to recent repairs, has been
heavily drawn upon.
£l

The new (Quarterly Record is a
number of exceptional interest, the
illustrations and articles being worthy
of attention ; its wide distribution will
tend to increase the usefulness of the
Institution.

1*4

On December 3rd, W. H. Collingridge,
Esq., and Mrs, Collingridge, kindly gave
a Drawing-room meeting at their resi-
dence at Enfield. F. A. Bevan, Egq,,
presided, and the results were most
encouraging. Such gatherings are very
valuable means of help.

Past and Passing Events.

CHEERFUL tidings reach us from Wat-
ford, Brentwood, Margate, Zion, New
Cross, Portsmouth, Tottenham, and
many others.

»*

Mr. J. E. Flegg has accepted the
pastorate at Chatham-road, Wandsworth
Common, and enters on his stated
labours in April next.

*

*

Hungry Hill—Mr, C. Hewitt has
accepted the unanimous call of the
Church to the pastorate and commences
there January lst, 1899. We wish him
a New Year's blessing. The friends at

-

*

Ponder’s End, wish it to be known
this is not the Charles Hewitt, pastor of
Eden, Nag’'s Head-road. They are onein
Christ, and says a brother who hales
from the North, “ I hope the brother in
the South will be found in great request
to feed the hungry souls of Zion's hill.

. »

*
We hear on undeniable authority that
a good brother has bought two or three
cottages near Watford Tabernacle and
presented them to the Church to be con-
verted into Almshouses. This makes
brother

* X

*

Thomas and his friends sing, *' O give
thanks unto the Lord, for His mercy
endureth for ever,”

0w
*

Brother B. J. Northfield, March,
Cambs., is still pressing on to free
‘Zion,” Wisbeoh, from debt, seeking
thereby the glory of God, and the re-
establishment of the cause of truth in
this important town, (See advt.)
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Mr. Ward has consented to occupy the
pulpit each Lord’s-day for the first six
months in 1899,

Mr. Booth comm*ences a 8ix months’
probation at the Avenue, Camden Town,
January lst, 1899.

*

*

*
Mr., A. E. Brown also commences a
twelve months’ invite at Camden High
Schools, January 1‘51:;k 1899,

*

The use of the baptistry at Albert-
street Chapel, Keighley, was allowed to
Canon Cremer, rector of Keighley, on a
recent Monday, for the admission to the
Anglican Church of a candidate who
preferred to be baptized by immersion.
The rector himself administered the
rite, with the assistance of a curate.
The service used was that ‘ for such as
are of riper years.”

Gone FHome.

MARY ANX HODDY,

daughter of John and Mary Welchman,
of Stoke-under-Ham, Somersetshire; born
November 12th, 1822 ; married August 6th,
1848, to William Hoddy, youngest son of
Thomas= Hoddy, first Baptist minister of
Clare, Suffolk, and brother of Thomas
Hoddy, his father's successor, and of Robert
Hoddy, late of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street,
and Barnsbury, who for many years con-
dncted the GOSPEL HERALD previously to
jits amaleamation with the EARTHEN
VESSEL. She was baptized by Mr. Carpenter
at a chapel in Hoxton, for some years
attended Speldhurst-road, hut since her
residenc:> in Watbamstow shc has becn an
attendant at Zion, Maynard-road, so fre-
quently as her health permitted. She wasleft
a widow on May 17, 1878. 8he died suddenly
at home on Nov. 19, after an attack of only
thirty hours’ duration, quite peacefnlly.
without, however, uttering any farewell
whatever. Inflammation in the stomach
was the primary cause of dcath, in con-
junction with a long-standing heart affec-
tion. She Jleaves three daughters —two
married and one single. She was interred
in her family grave at Abney Park Ceme-
tery on Saturday, November Z6th, 1898, Her
end was perfect peace.

It was our pleasure to be personally
acquainted with deceased, and can bear
testimony to her love to the Gospel and
her adherence to its precepts; we
heartily sympathise with the bereaved
daughters.—J. W. B.]

JAMES MURRAY.

Our brother, James Murray, of Providence
Chapel, Pitt-street, Norwich, quietly passed
away in his sleep on November 1st, 1898.
Deccased was as well as usual when he
retired to bed. He was 78 years of age, a
faithful man of God. a firm supporter of
Strict und Particulay Baptist principles, and
consequently sutfered persecution *for con-
science sake” He was for many years a
consistent Church member at Orford-hill,
Norwich, but severed his connection with
them some years ago owing to circum-
stances introduced which he could not agree
with, aud subsequently he attended the
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minist1y of Mr. Gooderham at Zoar Chapel,
Norwich, and fllled the oflice of a deacon
there for a considerable time. Ullimately
in February, 1893, he, with others, assisted
brother John Sadler, the acting trustee
of Providence Chapel, Pitt-street, Norwich,
to re-open the same, it having been closed
for over two years, and at the time of his
death he stood there as co-deacon with the
writer of this memoir, having been unani-
mously chosen thereto by the newly-formed
Church. We feel our loss greatly, the more
so because brother

J. SADLER,

the trustee above referred to, has since been
removed by death. He died on November 15,
1898, aged 73. Like brother Murray he, too,
was for many years a member at Orford-
hill, and endured much persecution. This
brother had been ailing for several years
past; nevertheless, being a man of consider-
able perseverence, he was instrumental in
re-opening Pitt-street Chapel on Feb. 13,
1898, in the teeth of much opposition. Those
of us that know the “‘ins and outs” of this
bus_mess, and the marvellous manner in
which the providence of God worked, feel
certain that the hand of the Lord was with
him in this matter. Each brother leaves a
widow to mourn their loss, to whom we
tender our hearty sympathy. Brother Joice,
of Eaton-park, Norwich, officiated at both
funerals at the Norwich Cemetery, when a
good number of friends attended each time.
Brother Joice, who was visibly affected,
having made some very solemn and suitable
remarks consigned them to mother earth in
sure and certain hope of resurrection into
life eternal. May these dispensations of
God’s providence be sanctifled to our good,
to the best interests of us as a Churchand to
the honour and glory of a triune God. May
the littlo one become a thousand and the
small one a. strong people, is the prayer of
R. FORDHAM, Church Secretary.

SARAH ANN WHATMOUGH,

eldest daughter of the late Joseph What-
mough, of Plumstead (who was a dear
brother known to the Churches as a supply
for several years), entered into her rest on
November 25th, 1898, at the residence of her
uncle, Eastbourne, aged 25 years. Our dear
sister was connected with the Sunday-
school, and canse at Enon, Woolwich, before
herremoval to Eastbourne;then she became
the leader of the young women’s Bible-class
at the Baptist Church in that town, and the
Lord greatly blessed her labonrs. While at
Woolwieh she had a ¢reat desire to go into
the foreign mission-fleld, and commenced
study with that object, but, owing to weak-
ness of body, was compelled to abandon the
idea. During the last three years onr sister
has been a complete invalid, and, through
the kindness of friends, has spent many of
the winter months at Ventnor. While ona
visit to that place we had the pleasure of
meeting her, one of our old Sunday scholars
of Eron, and we were delighted to find her
resting upon the finished work of Jesus, and
so patient while suffering from the dire
disease which took her dear father from
this lite. Her Jast hours were very peacefnl,
and she blessedly felt the Saviour's pre-
sence. One dear to her read the beautiful
14.h and 15th chapters of 8t. Jobn; then sho
expressed a desire to hear the 23rd Psalm,
and remarked, “For us death is only a
shadow, but for Christ death meant an
awful reality,” Around ber bed her sisters
and friends stood, and amid sorrow had the
joy of seeing their dear one fall peacefully
asleep in Jesus,—W, H. ABRAHAXS.



THE LATE WILLIAM GADSBY.
(See page 85.)

A Grand  Theme.

By E. MiTCHELL.

“ T will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord.”—Isa. Ixiii. 7.
ANY things may be profitably mentioned, but nothing is more
worthy of our highest regard, or has greater claim upon our lips
or pen than the lovingkindness of our Lord. The very word “ loving-
kindness” has a delightful sound, like an echo of sweetest music
lingering in our ear. It is a compound of love and kindness, both
precious words in themselves, and most sweet when thus united. It is
love putting forth its acts, in its kindest manner; or kindness arising
from the best motive, love. We are reminded by it of the sacred
incense, compounded of the most precious spices, each fragrant in it-
self, but when combined giving forth the sweetest odour known on this
earth. “The lovingkindnesses of the Lord” form a subject of the
greatest magnitude, like a towering mountain, with its roots deep down
in the bowels of the earth, and its summit hidden from sight in the
clouds. It is but little we can say on so vast a subject, especially in so
short a paper as this must necessarily be; yet  that little must not be
withholden. However tiny the offering, we will lay it at His feet, who

Vor. LV. TEnrrary, 1899. D
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pulpit, with a black velvet cap on his venerable head, we felt an amount
of regard for him that time has never erased.

To attempt anything like a full account of a life so eventful as Mr.
Gadsby’s in the short space at our disposal, would be a mistake. e
therefore only record a few of the principal incidents which constitute a
man, a Christian, a citizen.

Mr. Gadsby was born in Attleborough, Warwickshire, Jan, 3, 1773.

Mr. Gadsby was ¢ baptized " (sprinkled) January 17, 1773,

Mr. Gadsby went home January 27, 1844,

We give the following from the pen of the late William Winters:—
“HIS BIRTH AND APPRENTICESHID.

“ William Gadsby was born of poor but honest parents at Attleborough,
u respectable village in the county of Warwick, January 3, 1773. When
quite young he was apprenticed to a ribbon weaver, but his health and
strength not being equal to his work, he was put to what we presume to
have been a lighter trade—stocking weaving.

“ THREE MEN HANGED IN 1790.

“The first solemn impressions concerning his eternal interest he
appears to have received when witnessing the hanging of three inen.
This was in the year 1790.

““HIS (CONVERSION, BAPTISM, AND CALL TO THE MINISTRY.

“ He was then (1790) stopped in his wild career from running the
downward road to destruction; and three years later he was baptized and
became united to the Church at Coventry under the pastorate of M.
Butterworth. Subsequently he joined an assembly meeting at Hinckley,
and in 1798 the Lord opened his mouth to preach His everlasting
Gospel. This was in an apostolic place, an upper room in a yard at
Bedworth, in the same county. His first text was from 1 Pet. ii. 7:
* That the trial of your faith being much more precious than of gold
that perisheth,” &c. A capital text for a young beginner, and a good
one for an old and well-tried minister—one not likely to fail in reaching
the hearts of many of God’s exercised ones. He occasionally preached
in a barn at Hinckley, where he stood a member, and where much good
was realised by his ministry.

“ THE ERECTION OF A CHAPEL AT DESFORD AND HINCKLEY.

+ At Desford, in Leicestershire, he appears to have preached with
great acceptance, insomuch that a chapel was erected for him in 1800.
Two years later he was instrumental in erecting a chapel at Hinckley,
and thus step by step he advanced until

‘““HE REMOVED IN 1805 TO MANCHESTER,

and became pastor of the Church in Rochdale-road, where he became
very popular during the rest of his life.
“HIs DEATH, TRAVELS, AND SERMONS,

“ His death occurred January 27, 1844. During his pastorate at
Manchester he is supposed to have preached 12,000 sermons, and
travelled 60,000 miles. In 1824 he preached at the stone-laying of
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Mount Zion Chapel, Devonport, before no less than 3,000 persons.  His
text on the occasion was from 1 Cor. iii. 11.”

Many very striking circumstances have been recorded about Mr.
Gadsby, but we can only refer to the following:—

‘“ AN OLD LADY PRIFERS GADSBY’'S PREACHING TO THAT OF DR. HALLEY’S.

‘“ A story is told by Paxton Hood, who was at one time in Manchester, of the
power of Gadsby’s ministry when in that locality, and which will ke found in
Cheering Words for May, 1888, to the effect that a good woman who always
attended Mr. Gadsby's chapel was asked by a friend who belonged to Cavendish
Chapel how it was that she preferred the rough ministrations of Gadsby to the
more refined sermons of Dr. Halley, who preached close by. She answered,
‘When I was a girl I often had to pass at night through a long, wild
tunnel among the hills, and there was an echo, and it often frightened me;
I was onlya girl. I seemed to hear, as my feet went on, the clatter of feet behind
me. I remember once in my fright, I said, ¢ Betty!” (that was her name), and
a voice directly said, ¢ Betty!” Now that is why I go to hear that man (Gadsby),
whenever he speaks I hear something within me saying, ‘“ Betty!”’ That
is, says Hood, ‘the perfection of preaching, when something within says
(13 Betty l ¥y oy

““GADSBY'S SELECTION OF HYMNS,

“In 1814 Mr. Gadsby published his first selection of hymns, and in
1838 a new edition was issued by him, with an additional number of
hymns, called ‘A Supplement.’ Several editions have been published
since containing most of Hart’s hymns, and many original ones.

““HIS TRIUMPHANT END.

* Mr. Gadsby’s death.was a trinmphant one. When near his end he
was heard to say, in reference to his dear Lord, ‘I shall soon be with
Him, shouting victory, victory, victory for ever !’ Also, ¢ Free grace,
free grace, free grace!’ Thus he passed away to a mansion prepared
for him by his ever-precious Jesus, and in happy harmony with one of
his own beautiful hymns :—

¢ ¢In His highest work, redemption,
See His glory in a blaze ;
Nor can angels ever mention
Aught that more of God displays :
Grace and justice here unite to endless days.’

“ His remains were solemnly interred in the Rusholme-road Ceme-
tery, Manchester, in the presence of many thousands of spectators, who
witnessed the impressive service conducted by dear old John Kershaw,
of Rochdale. “W. WINTERS.

* Churchyard, Waltham Abbey, Essex.”

As a citizen, says a Manchester paper:—

“Mr. Gadsby was animated by an enlarged philanthropy. Benevolent,
hospitable, and kind to all who needed admonition, advice, or assistance, he was
constantly engaged in acts of mercy, and in ‘dealing out bread to the hungry.’
The poor in the district of his ministerial labours were the daily objects of his
commiseration and aid ; and their temporal relief as well as spiritual instruction
was never lost sight of in his visits to their dwellings. As a minister of the
Gospel, he claimed the rights of citizenship, and uniformly exercised those rights
for the benefit of his fellow-men. He was the friend of freedom, civil and religious,
and the inhabitants of Manchester have had frequent opportunities of listening
to his withering denunciations of tyranny and oppression and to his manly and
vigorous argumentation in support of liberty. The able and energetic part he
took against Sir James Graham'’s Education Bill will not soon be forgotten.”



3R THE EARTHEN VESSEL

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
By H. 8. L.
MaxiroLp WorRksS oF WISDOM,
No. 2.—Ants.

MONG Rolomon’s four very little, but very wise * peoples,” the ants
deservedly receive the first and most honourable mention ; as how-
ever modern naturalists tell us there ave more than a thousand different
species of them, we cannot tell to which kinds specially he may refer.
But his remarks will generally apply to nearly all of them, for most
species are remarkable for industry, ingenuity, and frugality, of a most
astonishing kind. Indeed, close observers of their habits have proved
that nearly all the virtues and the vices of humanity have been mirrored
forth in the various colonies of that interesting portion of the insect
world.

The “fathers™ generally die early, the “mothers” produce an
cnormous quantity of ‘‘eggs” (“‘ants’ eggs™ are sold as food for the
soft-billed singing birds) ; and the work both indoors and out is nearly
all done by the busy little female relatives, who build the home, procure
the provisions, and nourish and tend the “ larvee ”” until the young ants
come fully forth into life. The nests of most species are beautifully
constructed with *“chambers,” * galleries,” and the like, according to the
number of the inhabitants, those intended to accommodate a large swarm
having several stories, and quite a labyrinth of passages and arrange-
ments, often including a covered way from their homes to their favourite
feeding grounds.

These nests are hollowed out either in the ground, in walls, or
similar places, or in dead and decaying wood. The garden ant makes
its nest in the ground, but should it find a flower-pot upside down it
takes advantage of the fact to make its chambers and galleries under
cover ; also the 7urf ant found in commons and heaths, which throws
up little hillocks that keep off the rain, and sometimes builds under
stones. The wood ants hollow out their rooms in the substance of trees,
posts, and the like. Some kinds, having masticated wood, form a sort
of card-board with their salivary glands, and thus they erect PAPER
nests in the stumps of trees, while other wood ants make theirs of all
sorts of odds and ends cleverly put together. The working ants provide
for the wants of the young larva in singular ways, sometimes by fluids
produced from themselves, and sometimes from the ¢honey tubes” of
the plant lice. These little creatures have been called the cows of the
ants, the sweet liquid they yield being greedily swallowed, and to get a
further supply the ants lick or stroke the plant lice, milking them as it
might be termed, and often keeping some of them in their underground
nests for that very purpose.

The “ white ants”’ are peculiar insects and most destructive, attack-
ing woodwork of all kinds, eating all the inner substance of the wood,
and leaving only the outer shell remaining ; thus giving it an appearance
of solidity until its strength is tested, when of course it at once collapses.
Lven ships have thus been rendered utterly unfit for use. These creatures
abound in very warm climates, such as South America, Africa, and
similarly situated places, where they must be a terrible pest, as the
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swarms are go large, 80,000 “ eggs’’ being produced by the “queen ” in
one day during a certain season of the year.

Taking o brief and hurried glance then at the ant communities, we
find they comprise fathers, short-lived generally; mothers, whose age
may reach, but probably does nob exceed a year; workers, who work
indeed, building houses, laying in provisions, tending the young, &c. ;
soldiers, whose business is supposed to be the protection of their colonies :
and slaves, for it seems some species of ants carry off the young larvee,
and when matured these workers do everything for the maintenance and
Sfeeding even of their lazy captors, the Amazon ants being too indolent,
it is said, to help themselves at all. Thus, as we at first observed, the
vices as well as the virtues of human beings are pictured forth in these
tiny creatures, though the virtues preponderate. But what exquisite
skill must the great Creator possess to make these seemingly insignificant
creatures capable of such prudence, thrift, and industry.

“Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways, and be wise,” said
the wise man, but we must hope our readers are not sluggards, and would
simply remind them and ourselves that the Scripture says : * Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might,” and the virtuous woman
0 highly commended in Prov. xxxi. was discreet and careful, as well as
industrious. But we would ever remember that this world is a fleeting,
vanishing thing, and Jesus said, ‘“ Lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven,” and, ¢ Labour for that meat which endureth unto everlasting
Yife, which the Son of Man shall giwve unto you.” Industry, prudence,
and forethought may and will help us through the present life, but how
about the everlasting future ? Dear reader, Have you treasures in
heaven ? Our own labour will not gain us these. All spiritual blessings
are the free gifts of God’s abounding grace, but all who neither seek or
find Jesus and His salvation will find themselves at last wretched, home-
less, poor, and ruined, and must inevitably perish.

Oh for grace to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
for then, and only then, shall we be well provided for here, and here-
after too !

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.

By M. A. J.
“ But by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”—Gal. i, 12.

HRISTIANITY claims to be a divine revelation, or a message from
God to the children of men—that message is contained in the Old

and New Testaments. Infidelity consists in the absolute rejection and
denial of that message. That denial assumes different forms at different
periods. For examyple, in the past, it was coarse, arrogant, and abusive ;
in the present day it is polite, modest, and refined in tone. The former
was easily detected, while the latteris more subtle, and ensnares its victims
before they are aware. But whichever course the deniers of truth
assume, the end is most destructive; for the denial of a divine revela-
tion is most injurious, because such overshelming consequences follow
such injudicious conduct. Kuowing some little of the snares laid to
entrap, mislead, and misguide our young men, who are wavering in their
minds, and very much like ancient Israel, halting between two opinlons,
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may I ask their indulgence while I try to consider the subject of divine
revelation.

DIVINE REVELATION—ITS NATURE,

Very mnch depends upon what we mean by the term divine revelation.
Here I would say I mean by this term—God manifesting Himself to us
men. ““The unveiling of mind to mind.” What are the conditions
upon which it depends ?  To this we reply that revelation is that which
discloses, or reveals that which was otherwise hidden. Hence divine
revelation implies, the Being of a God, as a personal and conscious
Inteiligence.  “ He that cometh to God must believe that He 1s.”
Atheism, by its very nature, excludes all possibility of such revelation.
1f there be no God there can be no revelation—no communication from
God toman. This certainly leaves us to a blind, mechanical fate, which
can never be the source of intelligible messages to intelligent beings.
Revelation discloses the sublime truth ‘‘That there is a God who re-
vealeth secrets.”” An unseen Lawgiver, who is not only capable of
making known His will to mankind, but that He has done so. Faithin
this Divine Being must precede our belief in the message. True, that
faith may be imperfect, yet sufficiently strong to assure us of the
personal existence of the everlasting God.

If we admit the existence of an all-wise Being, then it follows that
we readily accept the reality of created existence; the message must
necessarily be distinct from Him who sends it. Philosophers, both
ancient and comparatively modern, have stumbled upon the threshold of
our subject. A momentary glance over different creeds formulated by
men will fully show this. ~We have already said that Atheism excludes
revelation as an impossibility, and Materialism teaches that conscious
and intelligent agency had nothing to do with the formation or arrange-
ment of the universe—that it is the result or function of certain com-
hinations of material atoms. Thus Materialism is a body, not of
ascertained facts, but rather speculations. Pantheism resolves the
universe into one principle which it calls god, but impersonal. Hence,
nature is simply blind force. Agnosticism does not deny the existence
of God—future world—but declares that we do not, and cannot, know
anything of these subjects.

The revelation and its grand message discredits all this, and at once
discloses the pleasing intelligence, ‘“that Gop 1s, and that He is the
Rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” It should be borne in
mind that the divine message is like a mediator, not of one, but that it
requires two distinct parties, one to give, the other to receive. The
manifestation of God to man, and the delivery of a divine message
remind us that while God makes Himself known, we, as rational
creatures, possess power of reception. To deny this is to say that we
are brute beasts, and also to reflect upon the wisdom of the Infinite
One.

In the divine revelation God has made known His nature and will.
His absolute dominion, infinite greatness do not make it impossible for
Him to reveal Himself to men. The revelation gives clear and definite
statcments of the nature of His divine Majesty ; statements which
warrant us to believe that He is supremely good, infinite in mercy,
and boundless in love. The burden of divine revelation abundantly
affirms this. The gift of Christ as the sin-bearer, and of the Holy
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Spirit as the Instructor, ail prove the bhenevolence of the divine nature.
His Will is revealed that the wayfaring man can understand ; that will
is obeyed by the highest intelligent beings, and by the most loyal among
the sons of men. The best of men make that will their will ; in other
wpﬁds, they seek to acquiesce witb, and delight in being guided by that
will.

Man in his actual state, is capable of learning and knowing the truth,
up to a certain point ; because the divine revelation is given, not to a
limited or restricted people or nations. The revelation is in the Book,
and that Book is within the reach of the poorest, so that all may purchase
a copy. Hence, any man may acquaint himself of the mind of God as
portrayed in the pages of the Bible. Man is capable of learning that
which is thus revealed concerning the Will of God, and thereby of know-
ing in a large extent the great truths of God concerning the Important
subject. I have no doubt but what some objections may be raised by
thosc who may seek to repudiate views advocated in this short paper.
The writer feels convinced that if man possesses no capacity for the re-
ception of divine revelation, then it must follow that revelation is not
only a needless thing, but that it is the height of absurdity to give that
which we have no mental ability to réceive, nor power to understand. It
follows that if men reject this divine revelation they do it at their own
peril ! While we thus speak, we are not unmindful of an important
truth requisite to the Christian faith, the fullen condition of man. This
condition requires special interposition of divine mercy for its recovery.
This doctrine of the fall must be fully admitted before right conceptions
of divine revelation can be rightly and clearly understood by us.
Without the admission of the fall, we fail to see the necessity of divine
love as set forth in the Incarnation, life, work, suffering, and death of
Jesus Christ. Christianity affirms the doctrine of the fall, the moral
degeneracy, and total depravity of the human race. Divine revelation
sets forth the necessary provision of mercy for man's complete restora-
tion. If, then, we keep steadily before our minds these truths—viz., the
fall, and the means of restoration, in reading the Bible, many things
which appear obscure will become plain.

MAN'S GREAT NEED OF DIVINE REVELATION.

The way of life is undiscoverable to man unaided by revelation.
Reference to history, ancient and comparatively modern, confirms this
statement.  Greece boasted of her great philosopliers—great men they
were in philosophy, history, and poetry, and some of them carried their
conclusions far towards the standard of truth. However near thy ma
have come, we are compelled to admit that they never found the chief
good, because they needed the lamp of inspired truth. Confucins may
formulate great laws, at the same time he was destitute of the divine
laws. Had we been left without the divine Word we should have altars
erected to “the unknown God.” This we should not overlook; I
know that Christ said to His disciples *The way ye know,” but it can
only be known as it is revealed. We therefore say, that God has
revealed Himself, by making Himself known to patriarchs, prophets,
kings, and priests, and by the revelation of Jesus Christ. The necessity
of divine revelation must be apparent to all of us. How could men
living in the dark shadows of night find the way into light > How could
the consciousness of existing evil be realized or known but for the light

E
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and power of divine truth? No man could know the Father but by
revelation.  In this we see unlimited Kindness, and unexampled love of
God in thus making Himself known, and causing the lamp of truth to
shine upon the path that leads back to Himself.

As to how divine revelation was made, is not my purpose of entering
into now ; all I can say is that God revealed Himself in dreams, visions,
and manifestations to men in old time, also by miracles, signs, and many
wonderful works. The greatest revelation of God is the Incarnate Son,
““to whom all the prophets gave witness,” by the Holy Spirit of power,
and the operations He carries on in the hearts of men, and by the appli-
cation of divine truth to one’s soul. Thus thisdivine revelation of mercy
is adapted to meet our deepest needs! It discloses God, reveals the
Son, shows the path of life, and assures glory laid up for them who
look for His appearing.

THE INSPIRATION OF GOD'S WORD.

By Pastor C. W. HARTSHORN,
()f Lonsdale Street Particular Baptist Chapel, elbourne.

*“ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”’—2 Tim. iii. 16,
17.

JURELY our text is an epitome of the sacred Word, that vast mine of
wealth, the revelation of the mind and will of God, and His
purposes of grace to His people. That Word is to the living family all
that is here set forth. Not that any are able to search into the utmost
of its fulness, but in their hearts it is established as the truth of God.
From this they cannot be removed. It is their standard of appeal. The
Word is precious to them as the Word of the living God. 1 remember
receiving as a present from a dear sister, thirty-five years ago, a Bible,
and I wrote this text on the front leaf. That has been iny companion
year after year, and I hold the same view now, that the Scriptures are
the inspiration of God. I confess that there are many things therein
beyond my comprehension, yet dear to me is the Word of God. I have
not the slightest questioning concerning its-inspiration. Here in my
times of darkness it has been my happiness to find, “ Thy Word is a
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path ;  here again to rejoice in
the precious testimony, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, aye, sinners, mind you, vile, guilty, polluted sinners. * Search
the Scriptures,” said our Lord, ““ they testify of Me.,” The testimony of
Christ is found from Genesis to Revelation, whether in the historical
records, the ceremonial ordinances, the prophecies, or the expressed com-
munion that His saints rejoiced in. Here, and heve alone, by this Word
through faith that is in Christ Jesus, are the spiritually hungry fed, the
spiritually thirsty watered. Here, and here alonc, does the seeking soul,
under the gracious Spirit’s teaching, find the way of life opened up, and
from it learn that he or she is on the way of Zion with his or her face
thitherward. Here we find the same testimony recorded that we find in
our own hearts, the utter depravity of all that relates to sclf ; whilst here,
too, the way of salvation is opened up.
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And shall we not rejoice in the possession of the blessed testimony
that the Lord has inspired His servants to write? Shall we not think
highly too of those who followed the admonition of this Word, and
earnestly contended for the faith once delivered to the saints, even to the
shedding of their blood ? Earnestly contend ! That was an earnest con-
tention, when men and women sacrificed all, earthly possessions and even
life itself, that we might have the privilege of an open Bible. The same
earnest contention is called for now. The adversary has shifted his
ground of attack, but not his opposition to that Word. Now the assault
i8 ag to the inspiration of that Word, and its accuracy. But who that
has read it, and found thec sweetness of the precious promises therein,
will hesitate as to the truth of the testimony, * All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God,” and that *“ Holy men of old spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost 7 We have no questioning as to its being
that “ Word which is able to make us wise unto salvation through faith
that is in Christ Jesus.” But where there is not faith, speculation will
take the place of seeking the truth. And here the unstable soul will be
beguiled, and the unwary and unwatchful will find himself led into con-
fusion. “ All Scripture,” without reserve, is given by inspiration of
God.

It will occur how varied the order of that inspiration is. Of the
earlier books we have no other record than that given in our text, and
that quoted from Peter, *“ Holy men spake,” &c., and the constant appeal
to them by Christ and His apostles. “They spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost "—an unerring teacher, for He is the Spirit of Truth;
and only truth therefore could He instrnct them to write. The later
books of Moses are by the direct Word of the Lord to him. The
historical parts are under the same teaching and are truth. There is no
divergence from the line of truth, whether in regard to a man ora
nation. Few would care for all their life to be revealed. What a mercy
for us who are erring and weak, that the Lord shows us that His
servants, however highly honoured of Him, are men subject to like
passions with ourselves. If only perfect men were the subjects of the
mspired pen, where wonld our hope be? Not that their imperfections
are for us to follow in a vain presumption, but for our warning and
instruction.

Inspiration, again, is seen in the act of worship, and the soul's
exercise in communion. Hence the Psalmists, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, are enabled to set forth these for the comfort and profit
of believers in all time. How the servants of the Lord have been
enabled in

THE POETIC BOOKS

to set forth the beanty, fulness and blessedness of Christ, and His love
to His people ; and the beauty and blessedness of His people, as viewed
in the comeliness that He puts upon them. What but an inspired pen
could so write ? What mind could conceive such beauties, but as re-
vealed nnder the inspiration of the gracious Spirit? But in these the
manner of inspiration is not stated, though the matter is expressed
in the ntterance. The prophets were inspired by revelations made, or
visions seen, and with such effect that sickness followed. ¢ Lo, says
Daniel, speaking of the vision of the ram and he-goat, “I, Dautel,
fainted and was sick certain days” (Dan. viii. 27). To some the
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inspiration was so direct, that they began, “Thus saith the Lord.”
They were moved by the Holy Spirit in various ways, differing iu their
gifts. yet all speaking as moved by Him. So His gifts are bestowed 1ow.
“ There are diversities of operations, but it is the same God that worketh
all in all.”  “ But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit,
dividing to every man severally as He will” (1 Cor. xii. 6, 11). To the
living family is established the truth of the Holy Spivit’s inspiration of
the Word. They question not its truth. They come to it as the de-
pository of truth. and to them it is profitable.

“ PROFITABLE ! "

Has it been so to you? Have you found it so by the same blessed
Spirit’s teaching ? The merchant looks for profit in his trading, looks
into his accounts and computes his profit from time to time. So in
every department of life the profit is looked to. But what have we in
this trading in the Word ? Kvery hour spent with it is with a view to
profit ; profit not only in the perishing thiugs of time, but profit in
eternal things as well ; for there is a profit in time things, inasmuch as
“ Godliness is profitable for all things, having the promise of the life
that now is and of that which is to come ™ (1 Tim. iv. 8).

Temporal things are assured in the inspired Word, and often has
vhat Word in the promises been blessed to the Lord’s people in regard to
temporal mercies. Faith given them with the Word has enabled them
to wait the fulfilment of the promise. It is not a wasted hour you spend
on the Word. If to us the things are precious, surely it is good and
profitable to seek into this treasury for the precious treasure that is hid
therein.

PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINE.

This is a wide subject. There are a few thoughts, however, that we
would dwell upon before taking up that of doctrine. There is a period
when doctrine has to be learnt. In the early days of the child of God
doctrine is not so much dwelt upon. He lives on the sincere milk of the
Word. With this he is much delighted, and he drinks thereof. So it
was with the Corinthians, as Paul declares, “ I have fed you with milk,
and not with meat ; for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet
now are ye able” (1 Cor. iii. 2). The milk of the Word has been
received with delight, in the manifestation of the Lord Jesus to the
soul, and the strong meat of doctrine it has not been able to receive. In
this state nothing is known of the wilderness journey and the need of
strength for it. The breasts are delighted in ; but the weaning time
comes, when doctrine shall be taught. * Whom shall He teach know-
ledge # and whom shall He make to understand doctrine? them that are
weaned from the milk and drawn from the breasts” (Isa. xxviii. 9).
In this weaning time their comforts are withdrawn, and the breasts of
consolation are denied them. They are ready to say, When I heard
Christ exalted, I could sing,

« How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,”
and could affirm,
“Yes, Thou art precious to my soul;”
but now this darkness, this distance, this withdrawing of comfort,

what am I now to think of it? It is the weaning time when
doctrine must be learnt. You mothers know that it is not want of
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affection that nt the proper time causes you to put your child to pain
in the period of weaning. It is necessary that the child should learn to
live without the breast, and take more suitable food for its growth and
development. You do it in love to your child, however painful its cries
to you. So the Lord weans His children, that they may be strengthened
for the journey before them. They must learn doctrine, and the Word
is profitable to that.

The doctrine of electing love is one that rung through the Word,
and this the child of God has to learn, that he may admire that grace
so distinguishing, that has given him a place among the people of God.
He has, it may be, not thought much upon it ; he has been so taken up
with the milk of the Word. But as brought to see that his standing in
the grace of God is according to His determinate counsel, who has said,
“ Jacob have I loved, and Esau have 1 hated,” how distinguishing does
that grace appear. His standing is by the appointment of the triune
Jehovah, and not dependent upon his frame or feelings. Wonderful
love ! that dates so far back as the council of eternity, and by grace he
is a vessel of mercy ! Electing love as a doctrine drawn from the Serip-
tures of truth in the letter only, can be of no profit to any. To be of
profit the experience must be wrought in the heart, received by faith,
and realised by the gracious Spirit’s shedding forth that love in the
heart, drawing off the affections from all time things and setting them
on Christ, the Head elect. If the testimony that, *God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” have not in our
hearts expression in faith and love towards Him, that Word can be of
no profit to us. But if that doctrine is so established in our hearts, that
under the constrainings of that love, we are drawn to love the Lord,
then it meets us in every step of the way. No matter what other gifts
the Lord may bestow on us, that of electing love, in its constraining
power, is a doctrine lived out in the daily life of every believer. No
matter how humble our position, it influences the life.

The doctrine that is profitable is that which is received, lived upon,
rejoiced in, and bears the fruit and evidence in the life ; for it makes
him who receives it perfect in every good work. ¢ My doctrine shall
drop as the rain, My speech shall distil as the dew” (Deut. xxxii. 2).
Now look, I am living in the country. I hear much about the seasons,
and the expressions of anxiety for the rain to fall ; and the expressions
of thankfulness for the recent bountiful downpour, that the Lord has
graciously sent. What will be the effect ? Presently the ground that
has been dry and parched will yield abundance of fruits. Miles of
country that has been bare will be covered with beantiful verdure. How
beantiful the figure, *“ My doctrine shall drop as the rain,” &ec. It shall
cause spiritual fruits to spring up in the heart, as the earth brings forth
her fruits under the genial showers and the distilling dew. We cannot
in a brief discourse dwell on the many doctrines of the Word ; still there
are those leading ones we may vefer to. You and I cannot look directly
into the book of life, yet as we look into the Word given by inspiration
of God, we see the evidence of our election under the Holy Spirit’s
teaching, and learn that our names are there :—

 Sweet to look back and see my name]
In life's fair book set down.”
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Who, seeking in the Word for instruction in doctrine, can deny that.
the Lord has a people whom He forcknew, and whom He elected to life?
Even free-willers admit, “ God knows who will be saved,” yet they
preach a doctrine the opposite. What then is the evidence of election ?
Calling.

h * Free clection known by calling
Is a privilege divine.”

* Whom He did foreknow, them He also did predestinate . . . and
whom He did predestinate them He also called.” How various the “call.”
Maybe you were called with outward instrumentality. Yet the effect.
of that call was manifest, for you left all and followed Him. There could
not be a following the Lord without a ‘“call.”” O, distinguish bere,
between following the Lord and following some religions teacher. Said
our Lord, They follow Me ; and on Him their affections are set. The
Lord add His blessing.

BAPTISTS—WHAT ABOUT THEM?

Serial Papers on Baptist History, Principles, Practices, Churches,
and Men.—XXVI.

By Samuer BANKs.
CrrRrcH OFFICERS (continued).—EVANGELISTS.

Evaxcer! Ina world of sin and suffering and sadness how welcome to one’s
soul is the Heavenly Evangel! How cheering and inspiriting—like oil on
troubled waters and wine for the downcast—is the good news, the glad
tidings, the Gospel of peace and salvation ! How kind of the Saviour to give
Evangelists uuto us men (Ephes. iv. 8—11). These are the pioneer labourers
whont the Lord “sendeth forth™ into His barvest, those who *go about”
preaching the Gospel. Then there were the writers of the (Gospels—the
Evangelists Matthew. Mark. Luke and John. It is our principle as Baptists
not to distinguish these, or any, from the rest who are “ called to be saints”
(1 Cor. i. 2) by the title of saint, as though it were peculiarly their own: This
sort of thing is “ made in Italy,” and not in heaven, and may well be left to
the College of Cardinals and their friends. We thank thee, O God, for the
Evangelists Thou hast given and art giving to Thy Church, Thy sowers who
“go out” to sow the seed which Thou dost give them.

That was a glorious message the Angel Evangelist brought to the shepherds
in the night-watches as they abode in the field, keeping their flock (Lukeii.).
That Evangel, and the chorus by a multitude of the heavenly host, will go on
echoing dewn the ages till time shall be no more. .

See how the all-glorious SuBIECT of the great Evangel stands in the midst
as Himself the Evangelist Pre-eminent ! * How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of Him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace ; tbat
bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth salvation !” .

Then there stands forth prominent in the New Testament that typical
Christian Evangelist, Philip (Acts xxi. 8). He was a married man, a house-
holder. and a father. He had four grown-up daughters, who prophesied. God
bless the really gracious women-belpers, whom He hath gifted with the spirit
and grace of proplecy ; and save us from the forward, immodest, self-
appointed wind-bags, who should learn to be keepers at home. .

All who would have a sound idea of the person and work of a Christian
Evangelist should make a prayerful study of the eighth chapter of the Acts.

An Evangelist is not confined to one locality in his work of faith and
labour of love. In its truest and fullest sense ‘‘the world’ is his
¢ parish.”

ThLe Evangelists come in most appropriately where the Holy Spirit has
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placed them in Ephes. iv. 11, after apostles and prophets, and hefore pastors
and teachers. While the others are necessarily Evangelists also, uniting the
work of an Evangelist to their own particular office, there were—and still are
—those appointed and given by the Master to be peculiarly Evangelists !
They are at present a felt want.

THE CHURCH NEEDS EVANGELISTS,

full of the Holy Ghost, of faith and wisdom. The pature of this office, as
will be readily scen, was analogous to the “ Missionary ” of later times. The
Guspel is to be preached to the heathen, and to the unconverted—to every
(:Il"l??tl'lre’ the whole creation, at home and abroad (“‘ beginning at Jerusalem ™).
is is
THE “ WORK ” OF AN EVANGELIST.
It is clear that the same person may be invested with the two offices, as
Timothy when in pustorul charge at Ephesus is bidden to do “the work” of
an Evangelist. In some cases the two offices are united, for the Evangelist
is often called upon to organise and * confirm the churches,” while the pastor
will always have to deal with men who are unregenerate, unto whom the Holy
Spirit will use him as an Evangelist. Yet still, for all that, the two gifts are
bestowed in varying proportions in different servants of the Lord, while
some are specially Evangelists ; others are specially pastors and teachers.
The work of an Evangelist (preaching the Gospel, publishing the glad tidings)
is done anywhere, everywhere, by all means, in all places, at all times, regular
and irregular, in season and out of season, sowing beside all waters, on stony
places as well as good (or prepared) ground. God make us alive to the need
for Evangelists ; let us pray for Evangelists ; God give and prosper His
Evangelists | Amen.
“Sandlings,” St. Mary Cray, December, 1898.

THE LATE MR. CHARLES WILSON.

Ox the last day of the year, Saturday, December
31st, 1898, we followed the mortal remains of
brother C. Wilson to the grave. As a natural con-
sequence, owing to the high esteem in which Mr.
Wilson was held by the Strict Baptist Denomina-
tion, a large concourse of friends from the
metropolis and suburbs gathered on the solemn
occasion, the large chapel of the Paddington
Cemetery, where the funeral took place, being
crowded.

The funereal procession consisted of a hearse,
conveying the body, enclosed in a polished elm
coffin, covered with floral wreaths, a large number
of mourning coaches and private carriages convey-
ing the more immediate members of the family,
deacons of Mount Zion, Hill-street, deputations
from the various Societies connected with the Denomination, the employees
of “C. Wilson and Co.,” and others.

The family were represented by deceased’s two sons-in-law, Messrs. R. E.
Sears,and Mr. C. C. Harris, and numerous grandsons.

The deputation of the Metropolitan Association of Strict Baptist Churches
of which deceased was twice elected president, and in which he took great
interest, were, Messrs. T. Jones (President), John Box (Soho); E. Mitchell
(Chadwell-street) ; C. Cornwell (Brixton); and F. T. Newman (Clapham
Junction).

The deputation from the Aged Pilgrims’ Friend Society were Messrs. John
Hodges (Chadwell-street) ; Hales (Gower-street) ; and W. Nuon. These
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were augumented by many Aged Pilgrims, who, notwithstanding the
inclement weather, gathered to manifest their love and esteem to the departed.

The deputation from the Strict Baptist Mission were Messrs. W. Abbott
(Cliadwell-street) ; Chisnall (Guildford) ; Brett (Homerton Row).

Among others present we noticed, Messrs, Robbins, Brain, Begbie, King,
Waite, Holden, Youdan, Cudmore, Cockran, Voysey, Belclier, Haines, Sequit,
Maddock. G. Elnaugh. Kingston, Patterson, Wakelin, Fricker, Licence,
Mutimer.

The service was conducted in the Cemetery Chapel, by Mr. J. E. Hazelton,
pastor of Mount Zion, who read several appropriate portions of Scripture, and
delivered an address touching on the spiritual and social position deceased had
occupied in the Denomination for nearly half-a-century.

In every movement in life Mr.Wilson observed the injunction of our Lord,
* Seck first the Kingdom of God and His righteousuess and all other things
shall be added unto you.” He proved the truth of these words many times;
hencc his motto, * Them that honour Me I will honour.”

The service concluded in the Chapel with prayer by Mr. E. Mitchell.

The long procession then wended its way to the grave, where, according to
the request of deceased,

Pastor R. I, SEanrs
committed his body to the dust. Mr. Sears said :(—

Relying on my Divine Master for strength, I venture to fulfil a solemn and
important trust. Fond memory goes back to the days of my childhood, when
first I learned to love the man with that happy beaming countenance.

Closer intercourse was enjoyed ; many times after & sermon a pointed question
would be asked, and the encouraging word would be spoken.

In the autumn of 1860, it was my happy privilege to call Charles Wilson,
“ Father.” In 1863, my own beloved father was called to his everlasting rest,
and my stricken heart's tendrils entwined more and more around the living
one.

The years that followed all strengthened the love and esteem I have for the dear
departed. My beart is full of grief! TFor now, there is no response when the
sacred name of Father is called !

I want to fulfil this trust, for how could I refuse when such a loved one was heard
twice to say,—‘ Robert will commit my body to the fomb!” % The Lord
liveth ; "’ and, our living Lord is the ¢ God of Comfort ; ” and the God of Com-
fort is here. Amongst the monuments of the dead the living One walks, and
guards the dust of His redeemed.

The heart of our Lord is full of the truest sympathy, for ¢ Jesus wept.” But as
the Resurrection and the Life He has authority and power to wipe the tear-
filled eyes :—* Weep not.” .

CHARLES WILSONX was no ordinary man. We would not eulogize the dead, but
rather magnify the grace of God. .

In his boy-life he had a remarkable experience ; but the God of providence opened
the door, and led him to London. God called him by His grace in early life ;
and in the year onr Queen was crowned, Charles Wilson was baptized by the
saintly John Stevens. At * Meards Court,” he found a wife. And what a wife
and mother was Jemima Wilson!

About this time he commenced business; and this brought him to Marylebone,
and into close connection with honest, upright John Foreman. Soon after the
death of John Stevens, Charles Wilson and his beloved wife were received into
the Church at ““ Mount Zion.” He lived and laboured for the Church in every
possible way ; taking a deep interest in each Society and in every work. He
was the friend of the poor in word and deed. ) .

CHARLES WILSON was a bright and happy Christian. His experience was the
precious medium between rapturous flights and after depression, * Thou wilt
keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee.” He was not
troubled with doubts and fears. His life was a busy one; and the morbid feel-
ing of some of the Lord's people were unknown by him. His faith in God was
as firm as a rock ! The new-fangled notions of modern thought never troubled
him He was contented with the old Gospel, the ‘ faith of God’s elect.”

CHARLES WILSON was a real Baptist; and he loved his denomination, a8
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hundreds of Churches and Pastors can bear faithful testimony. But he also
loved all that loved our Lord Jesus Christ.

CHARLES WILSON was very far removed from cant and sham. He was true to
the core, sound at hoart, and straightforward in all his dealings with men.
Men who had no religion of their own, respected him ; for they knew that his
word was his bond.

A little bit in a hurry, perhaps, at times:—in this respect—If a difficulty pre-
gonted itself, he made a rush for it at once! If there was anything to do, he
was alwaysready to doit. And is not that better than going to sleep, as many
do? They dream that somebody else is doing the work!

But his work is done. He was spared to a good old age; and now, like as a
shock of corn fully ripe, he has heen gathered to his fathers. He has prayed his
last prayer, written his last letter, said his last word, and taken his last
journey.

Very beautiful were the last days of his life. Fully conscious, he commended his
loved ones to the Lord’s care. Precious, very precious, were the words which
fell from those dying lips. And thus. peacefully, and free from pain, the dear
one literally *‘ fell asleep.” Almost his last words were, ‘- So He giveth His
beloved sleep.”

Lovingly, in faith we lay the body in its grave. Earth to earth ! Dust to dust!

Beloved CHARLES WILSON, thy wife bids thee farewell, for a little while.—(And
here I should like to say, how well dear Mrs. Wilson, for upwards of 25
years has filled her place in the home. Her loss is keenly felt. May God be
with her in her lonely path).

Dearly beloved CEARLES WILSON, thy children say their tearful ¢ Good-night,”
as they commit thy body to the silent tomb. Thy grandchildren, whom thou
didst love so well; thy grandchildren. who loved thee so dearly, must now say,
“ Farewell,'"” dear Grandpa, ** Gooa-night !

His beloved pastor, whom he truly loved ; deservedly, for his own sake, and also,
for his father's sake:—his companions in the diaconate—his fellow-members
in the Church—the pastors and representatives of the Churches—Committee-
men of the Association—also, of the Aged Pilgrims’ Friend Society—friends, a
large circle, young and old, must now say, “ Farewell.” ‘¢ Good-night!”
“ Good night !

In sure and certain hope of a glorious resurrection we commit these mortal, but
precious, remains, to mother-earth. Angels will guard the sacred dust! Yea,
the Lord Himself will watch !

‘A little while, and then the Lord will come! 'The dead shall rise again! The
Redeemer lives! And in our flesh we shall see God.

We leave the body here. But the soul is yonder! We hope to meet again: aad
together we shall dwell with our beloved Liord! **O that will be joyful! As
far as he followed Christ we would follow in his steps. And when our time
shall come, and we are called to leave Earth's changing scenes, may we be
gathered, as beloved, and honoured as

CHARLES WILSON.

“A NOTE OF GRATITUDE.”

Drar CHRISTIAN FRiENDS,—Not being able to answer individually the
numerous kind letters received since the ‘* Home-going " of my beloved husband,
whose loss I greatly mourn, I take this opportunity of expressing my heartfelt
thanks to each one who have shown their loving sympathy and have sent me
words of consolation. I gratefully acknowledge and appreciate the tribute of
respect and esteem manifested by so many who knew him. and desire to add my
humble testimony to the faithfulness of our covenant-keeping God in the time
of sorrow and bereavement for sustaining grace. Wishing you each every
blessing, believe me, dear friends, Yours in best bonds,

CAROLINE WILSON,

18, Elm Tree Road, St. John's Wood.

THE LATE MRS. MAHALAH COOPER.

“Tur memory of the just is Llessed,” and to trace their career and mark the
development of the grace that has saved and sustained them will ever be a
pleasing employment to those who are likewise in the way that leadeth to life.

The subject of this sketch, whose maiden name was Mahalah Mulliuer, was
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born in 1835, in the little village of Thornham TParva, in the IHundred of
Hartismere. Suftolk, though her childhood was mainly passed in the adjacent
hamlet of Braiseworth, where her parents resided for many years. Happily
they were godly people, and with their family attended the little chapel at
Ntoke Ash—on the site of which stands the one so long identified with the
ministry of our brother, Charles Hill. Mr. Oakley was then the pastor, and
when very young indeed, Mahalah became a scholar in the Sunday-school,
Mrs. Rocket being her teacher. Here, through Divine grace, her first religious
inipressions were received—her own sinfulness and the greatness of God being
the two thoughts that weighed on her heart.

After a short residence in Ipswich, when about twenty years of age she
removed to Wandsworth, and commenced attending the old Waterside Chapel,
the minister of which was the esteemed William Ball. She ere long became
a teacher in the Sunday School, and in following years conducted the Senior
class of girls, and many have subsequently testified to the good received
through her bright Christian character, and intelligent and spiritual
instruction.

In 1858 she was united to our brother, Mr. James Cooper. and proved his
dear and devoted wife for forty years. In 1862 she was induced by a con-
versation with a Christian friend, who still survives, to apply for membership
with the Church ; though not without much solicitude and anxiety. All, how-
ever, were more than satisfied, and she was baptised with four others, one of
whom was her brother Edgar, in April, 1862.

Her attachment to the cause of God was firm and ardent. She loved the
distinguishing doctrines of the Gospel with all her heart, but equally prized
an experimental acquaintance with the truth of God, and the holy practice
which this invariably produces. She displayed no little shrewdness in the
discernment of character, and hypocrisy and pretence quailed before Ler quiet,
searching glance. She was a firm friend, most considerate of the poor, and
skilled in enlisting others to co-operate with ler for their good. When her
worthy husband was chosen deacon of the Chureh, she rose to the duties of
her new position. She was not only a deacon’s wife, but like Phaebe, herself
a deaconess—a succourer of many—and more than one pastor could add, “ Yea,
of myself also.”

Over her Lome life, it were best to suffer the veil of privacy to rest.
Suffice it to say that in this sphere also she adorned the Gospel of her God.

Her end was sudden and unexpected. Her health of Jate had not been
robust, but no apprehensions were entertained. On Tuesday, Dec. 13th, she
retired to rest as usual, but shortly after midnight she awoke in a paroxysm
of acute pain. Medical help was promptly sought, but she knew that the end
had come, and softly whispering to her beloved husband that she was * going
home,” her soul passed peacefully to “ the Father's house on high.”

W. Jeyes STYLES.

I AM SO TIRED.
Evriza PITTOCK,

called home ou Wednesday evening, November 30th, after 81 years and 7
months’ travelling in this wilderness of sin. Many ministers of the Gospel,
and visitors to Great Yarmouth, will remember the welcome greeting and open
house of the dear departed, and her now mourning partner, to those who loved
and proclaimed God's truth. As dear brother Holden told the Lord at the
funeral, “Some of His dealings in the removal of His children are most
mysterious, but there was 1o mystery here.” No; senile decay was all that
caused death, Free from disease, pain, or suffering, the aged pilgrim calmly
came to the river, where her beloved Lord so gently led her through that those
around

* Could scarcely say she’s gone,
Before her ransomed spirit took
Her mansion near the throne.”

She had so arranged everything that for the last month she had nothing to
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do but go whenever ITe should call ; and often during that time she wonld cry,
“Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly '™ “Iam so tired, I long to get home.”
Her chamber was often the vestibunle of heaven to the dear ones waiting
around her bedside for the heavenly inescenger. My dear wife (her only
remaining child) and her second daughter were In constant attendance to the
last. A few hours before the end came she was quite unconscious to all
around, but several times lifted up both arms as if saying, “ Father, take me,”
and tried to clap her hands as if with delight at His coming. The Word of

God, the songs of Zion, especially * Jesus my All to heaven is gone.” “ On
wings of faith mount up, my soul, and rise,” -* Keep me, keep me. King of

kings,” &c., with “ Hawker and Mason’s Morning and Evening Portions,” were
very precious to her to the last hour of consciousness.

Her cldest grand-daughter (Mrs. A. G. Gray) led the aged and blind
pilgrim to the bedside of his departing wife, and, putting bis hand in hers,
she held it until life was extinct. Thus, those who had gone for 58 years
together hand-in-hand and heart-in-leart were called to say farewell. in sure
and certain hope of soon meeting where farewell is unknown.

The departed and her husband were baptized together by the late Titus
Field at “Salem,” Great Yarmouth. and honourably filled their place in the
little Church there until removed to Gurney-road, in 1895. The Lord comfort
the dear aged partner, and hear the many prayers of that now gloritied saint
for the loved ones left behind. May our last end be like hers.

We laid the dear dust to rest Dleside her firstborn (Mrs. Rainer) on
December 6th, in the presence of a large gathering of friends from the Church
at Gurney-road. “ Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His
saints.” E. MarsH.

THE LATE MRS, MUTIMER.

Frienps in Suffolk and other parts who knew deceased will unite with us in
feelings of regret mingled with sympathy. The following is from the mourn-
ing card :—* In fond remembrance of Louisa, the beloved wife of Robert
Mutimer, pastor of North-road Baptist Chapel, Old Brentford, who sweetly
fell asleep in Jesus January 11th, 1899, in her 37th year, Underneath are
the Everlasting Arms. Interred at Ealing Cemetery, Grave No. 46, qD.”

We have received enclosed note from brother A. J. Voysey :—

Our brother R. Mutimer, of North-road, Old Brentford, desires sincerely
to thank his many kind friends for their deep sympathy so teunderly
and lovingly expressed in their letters and telegrams of condolence in
the sad honr of bereavement.

WALTHAM ABBEY, EBENEZER. ; h:indedlto dMiss (zakdeﬁl l? ]ga.ﬁdsome
: | silver-plated tea-pot with the following

PRESENTATION. | inscription wpon it :(—

THE teachers of Ebenezer Sunday- w M

school, in anticipation of the marriage PRESENTED TO MR. AND Mgs.

of two of their number, viz., Mr. W, FRANCIS, As A TOEKEN OF LOVING

Francis with Miss Annie Oakden, who ! ESTEEM FROM THE TEACHERS OF

has been with us first as a scholar, and : EreNzZER SUNDAY-SCHOOL, WALTHAM

for the past six years a teacher, decided ! ABBEY 1898." !

to shew their esteem for them in a ' .

practical manner, . Mr. Francis responded by thanking the
On Lord’s-day, Dec. 11th, at the con- ' teachers, the present being quite a

olusion of the afternoon service, our | surprise to both of them. r. Palmer

President, Mr. W, E. Palmer, very  concluded with prayer, imploring the

appropriately addressed our dear brother | Divine blessing to rest upon them.

and sister in the name of the teachers, “Tord, look on the united pair.

wishing them prosperity in their new And O, the union bless : ]

sphere of life, and desiring that they . Here may true friendship ever reign,

might realize much of the Lord's’ In firmest bonds of peace.

presence in their new sphere, and So prays, J. P.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

v

THE NORTHERN COUNTIES
UNION OF STRICT BAPTISTS,

WE are glad to see the Report of the
above Union for the past year. We have
perused it with much pleasure, joy. and
a little melting of heart, and have dis-
covered. in looking through its (close
upon) 50 pages of closely-printed matter,
8 great deal that is cheering and com-
forting to the seeking soul. In the
various addresses there is nothing in the
shape of surface work. It seems as if
all who took part were inspired, as was
Joseph Hart, when he said :— '
" We'll now the sacred song begin ‘
Where GOD began with us.”
And if people running in the religious
race toward the heavenly goal start ‘
from any other point, if grace prevent |
not, they will be sure to realise they’re
running in their own strength, which is ‘
weakness beyond description.

UNION IS STRENGTH.

When we firat heard of the establish-
ment of this ** Union " in the North our .
heart jumped for joy. Why should |
there not be an institution like this—a |
Christian union among those who love
the Lord Jesus Christ and the doctrines |
of the Gospel in the busy cities of the |
North! We sincerely and earnestly ‘
pray for the blessing of Father, Son,
and Spirit to rest on this Institution,
and that it may grow in numbers and
increase in cvery good word and work ;
it has already been the means of good in
seeking the peace and prosperity of
Zion, end we have no doubt the past
will prove a precedent for the future.

We have had the pleasure of personal
fellowship with the President, and of
hearing him to profit, God hasgiven him
a peacefuland loving disposition, and we
hope he may be spared for still greater
usefulnese in his day and generation to
the various Churches of truth where he
is called to labour.

The report of the Union prayer-
meetings is most stimulating: this is
the place where the hearts of God's
people get knit together and become
one, We eay to our friends. Press on in
this branch of your work ; as Mr. Hart
B&YR :—

* Long as they live should Christians pray,

For only while they pray they live.”

We give the concluding extract of
the secretary’s report, brother Thomas
Smith. Hesays:--

‘We have information that a movement is
on foot at Sheffield and Masbro in favour
ol mnion with us, and we do not think it a
small matter that we have now several
pastors in the Union, for when we began
the Union no pastor bid us God’s Bg)eed.
They did not even meet with us to learn
for themselves what we were about, but

Now we have as members with us Mr.
McKee, Hollinwood ; Mr. John Booth,
Bradford ; Mr. J. H. Snow, Slaithwaite ;
Mr. Joseph Smith, Hebden Bridge; Mr.
Taylor, Sheflleld; along with a goodly
number of ministers who supply with
acceptance. We have invited every Strict
Baptist pastor in the boundary of this
Union (that is, in Lancashire and York-
shire) to be present at this meeting, so
that they can hear for themselves. I must
not conclude without saying, that we
have not heard of any person joining our
Union who has withdrawn, proving that
upou learning the inner workings of the
Society they are perfectly satisfled with
our aims and objects as well as the way
we propose to attain them, so that we can
say. " The Lord hath done great things for
us; whereof we are glad.”

One word of encouragement more, Besides
the whole Churches that now grace our
numbers, several {riends from Manchester,
with the approval of their pastor, have
joined us during this year.

THE LAST MONTH OF '98 IN
CHADWELL STREET.

THE anniverzary of the formation of
the Church at Mount Zion, Chadwell-
street, isalways held the second Lord’s-

day in December, and on the following

Tuesday. On
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10,

at the usual prayer-meeting in the school-
room, 72, White Lion-street, the friends
were led to pray for a blessing torest on
the forthcoming anniversary. On
LORD'S-DAY MORNING, DECEMBER 11,
an unusual number gathered at the
10 o’clock prayer-meeting (at which the
pastor was present). Mr. W. R. Fricker
presided,and gave out the usual hymn—
© Mount Zion's faithful King
Proclaims in faithfulness,
That every needful thing
His children shall possess :
And they will ever sound abroad,
Great is the faithfulness of God.”
Psa. cxlv, was read, and eight brethren
engaged in prayer.

At the more public service the hymn,
*“Come, Thou Fount of every blessing;”
employed the heart and tongue of
the congregation. The pastor, Mr, E.
Mitchell, preached morning and evening,
with some amount of liberty, feeling,
and subdued emotion, and many were
favoured with the hearing ear.

Moxpay EVENING, 12,

At the usual prayer-meeting nearly
100 friends assembled, earnest prayer
was offered, praise was poured forth and
a portion of Scripture read, and some of
the people said : -

“ How pleasant to wait on the God of all

grace, i "
And taste the sweet streams of His love.
TuEsDAY, 18,
Friends from all parts of London and
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the suburbs began to arrive early, and
at 3.15 a goodly number had gathered
to worship God. Pastor E. Mitchell
was precentor, and asked the people
present to unite in singing the hymn
(460, Denham) : —

'In songs of sublime adoration and praise,

Ye pilgrims for Sion who preas,

Break forth and extol the great Ancient of

Days,
Hig rich and distinguishing grace.”
The congregation complied to the re-
quest of the pastor, and a volume of
praise ascended heavenward from the
heart and voice of those privileged to be
there.

Pastor W, Kern, of Ipswich, occupied
the pulpit, and preached from Isa.
xliii. 1, 2, and, like a good pointsman,
directed the people’'s attention to the
Speaker, “I,” and the “subjects re-
deemed.” .

IN THE EVENING,

after the ordinary tea, the meeting
commenced, pastor presiding, supported
by brethren Bush (Surrey Tabernacle),
Humphreys (West Ham), Kern (Ips-
wich), Chisnall (Guildford), Mutimer
(Brentford), Sears (Clapham), and our
beloved brother Mr., Missionary E. A,
Booth, whom we were all delighted to
see ard hear., A number of other
ministerial brethren were present,
including our esteemed brethren Noyes,
Kingston, and Bloom.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31,

the usual prayer-meeting at 8 p.m.,
followed by a devotional service at
10.30, closing at midnight. On
LOBRD's-DAY MORNING, JAN, 1, 1899,
prayer-meeting commenced at 930 to
begin the year with prayer and praise.
The pastor presided at each service.
May the numerous prayers put up for
the peace and prosperity of Zion univer-
sally be graciously answered by Him
who is **The Way, the Truth, and the
Life.” JOHN,

““PROVIDENCE,” CLAPHAM
JUNCTION.

ON January 8th and 10th we celebrated
the third anniversary of the pastorate of
Mr. R. E. Sears. Our pastor preached
on the Sunday morning from the very
appropriate words, “Manifold meroies
in the wilderness.” He asked us to look
at God’s mercies one by one, and to
praise Him for them. He himself could
apply the word® of the text to his own
experience, having now completed a
miniaterial career of 40 years. He could
look back on numberless meroies from
the hand of God.

Pastor E. White, of Woolwich.
preached in the evening from 1 Thess,
1i. 19. He spoke of the pastor's hope,
the pastor's gladness, the pastor’s
reward, and the pastor’s crown.

The servicey were continued on
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Tuesday afternoon, when a public
meeting was presided over hy Mr. W.
Abbott, The chairman read P3a. xxxiv,,
and Mr. Goodley engaged in prayer.

Mr. G. W. Thomas gave an excellent
address on ‘ Faith and Works,” Mr,
Thos, Jones followed on * Prayers and
Alms” Mr. W. J. Styles spoke on
“Grace and Glory.” God is a great
giver, he said. He gives the grace of
life, light, liberty, and love. We must
die to know what glory is, but where
grace is given glory will be bestowed.

An excellent tea was then partaken
of, an “ overflow ” number being served
in the chapel.

At the evening meeting Mr, F. J.
Catchpole presided. Mr, Millwood en-
gaged in prayer, Our pastor made a
statement of the work of the Church.
The Sunday-school was flourishing. A
Band of Hope was in active operation.
10,500 copies of Life and Light had
been issued for Janumary.

The chairman made some nice re-
marks on ‘' Precious Faith, Precious
Blood, Precious Promises, and Precious
Christ.”

Mr. John Box spoke on Paul’s prayer
for the Ephesians, that they might
have ‘“knowledge” of the hope of
their calling, of the riches of the
glory of His inheritance in the saints,
and what is the greatness of His power.

Mr. J. Bush followed with some very
encouraging words on “ He said unto
me. My grace is sufficient for thee.”

Mr. H. Dadswell spoke very interest-
ingly from “Do as thou hast said;”
and Mr. H, T. Chilvers on “ Where
dwellest thou? ”

Mr. J. W. Humphreys followed on
“The power of the Holy Spirit;” and
Mr. T. Carr on “ Our God.”

The collections, which were for the
pastor, amounted to £29.

The Sunday-school choir, under the
direction of DBIr. E, Marsh, organist,
sang “ The King of Love my Shepherd
is,”” ' Blessed is He that cometh in the
name of the Lord,” and ** Peace, perfect
peace.”

Very good congregations were present
on all occasions, and the services were a
great encouragement to pastor and
people in their important Gospel work
in this neighbourhood.

FRED. W. KEVAN.

HERTFORD (EBENEZER).—The
above chapel having been closed for
repairs and renovation, re-opening ser-
vices took places on Thursday. Nov,
24th, The chapel and school-room
present a very bright and respectable
appearance,and gives every satisfaction.
A very suitable sermon was preached in
the afternoon by our esteemed brother
Marsh, We realised it to be a time of
refreshing from the presence of the
Lord. A good number sat down to tea.
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Tublic meeting commenced at 6.15, Mr.
G. Savage in the chair, who conducted
the meeting very efficiently ; his lucid
remarks, kind manner, and generous
help afforded us great pleasure. Brother
Pallett opened the meeting with prayer
and thanksgiving. Spiritual addresses
were delivered by brethren C. Cornwell,
Lovelock, Chalkley, Hewitt. Palmer,
and Alfrev. Brother W. Debnam made
some telling and practical remarks—
not words only but deeds, presenting to
the Church. on behalf of the sub-
scribers, a new cushion, Bible, and
hymn-book for the pulpit; also a new
cushion. Bible, and hymn-book for the
clerk's desk, a handsome and comfort-
able chair for the vestry, &c., &e., &c.,
all of which were highly appreciated,
and makes us look quite grand. Many
thanks to our brother aud his friends
for their help and iuterest on our behalf,
The entire cost of repairs will be about
£100. Beside paying an old bill of
£10 and £5, legal expenses, and other
items, we have also paid £30, our first
instalment, off our present debt, so we
have a large balance to meet, which we
hope, by future efforts, to discharge as
per agreement. The pastor’s annual
meeting will be held on the 26th. A
visit on that occasion will be gratefully
appreciated. [See advt.].—*DELTA."”

PORTSMOUTH (RenoBOTH).—The
third anniversary of the Sunday-school,
Lake-road, was held on Wednesday, Nov.
9th. Our good friend Mr. Calton, late
of Southampton, kindly presided. We
commenced by :inging hymn 196
(Winter's selection). After reading Psa.
lvi. the chairman gave us a very
encouraging address. impressing us with
the necessity of teaching and adhering
to the doctrines of free and sovereign
grace, saying, that in the present day
when error abounds, how needful to in-
struct the young in the letter of truth.
He then spake of three S’s—Christ a
Saviour, Sacrifice and Sarety, closing
his remarks by encouraging the teachers
and helpers to plod on, relating an in-
stance in his own experience how the
Lord blessed his testimony, though not
made known to him until many years
after. The annual report showed a
slight increase in numbers, with an in-
creased sverage attendance, and seven
teachers. five of whom are Members of
the Church, working in harmony. The
teachers are united in the monthly
prayer-meetings with the hope that God
will bless the mean: The annual out-
ing took place on July 20th, when the
scholarsand friends proceeded by brakes
to Rowland’s Castle, which proved very
enjoyable. The opening of the proposed
library is etill unavoidably deferred,
owing toinsuflicient bouks, and a special
appeal was again made for good
Protestant hooke, Distribution of bookes,
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magazines, &c., has taken place at the
door. The school finances are in fair
condition, we having a small balance in
hand ; thus, though a little strugglin
cause, the Lord has provided us wltg
more than sufficient to meet the expen-
diture. The first-olass girls are assist-
ing the building fund by their pence.
Reference was again made to our
cramped position for want of space,
with every prospect of a large schnal ;
we are now often crowded to overflow-
ing, We desire to wait and watch the
Lord’s hand, trusting that Ife will send
us help. Reference was also made in
the report to the loss sustained hy the
withdrawal of our late pastor, Mr. O.
H. Cudmore, from our midst, who was
always willing to give counsel and help
in matters of school work. Several
scholars recited hymns from Sunday-
school Hymnal. Mr, Pritchard, of
“Salem,” addressed the meeting on the
words, “So run that ye may obtain,”
showing thedifference between running
the spiritual race for an incorruptible
crown and the race for the perishing,
corruptible crown. Our dear friend from
time to time addresses us in the school.
Mr. Barnet, deacon and teacher, sup-
ported the statement by the chairman
with reference to teaching the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth. Several scholars recited Scrip-
tural pieces, which were well received.
Mr. C. Spratt, deacon and teacher, also
spoke. The presentation of prizes
followed, to the delight of the scholars
and the joy of all, Prayer and singing,
**God be with you till we meet again,”
ended one of the bappy days at
Rehoboth.—G. R, SPRATT,

PRITTLEWELI, (SOUTHEND - ON-—
SEA).—A thanksgiving service was
held on Wednesday evening, September
91st, presided over by brother Randle
Ash, whoread Psa. ciii. Brother Mobbs
engaged in prayer. The chairman
based his remarks upon Ephes. v. 20,
who spoke very sweetly on the privilege
granted us by our God to ask and seek
of Bim that which we need. DBat, said
he, let us be thankful beggars, thanking
God the Father, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Brother Archer (of Acton)
spoke very encouragingly on the pro-
vieion referred to in Psa. cxxxii. 15.
Brother Mobbs gave us some very
choice remarks from Jer. xxxi. 12
Brother Akehurst laid before us
weighty reasons why the Lord should
be thanked. The pastor gave a state-
ment about the cost of the new chapel.
Altogether it had cost £525 18s. 5d.
He said they desired, as a Church, to
heartily thank the Lord, and all who
had taken any part in bearing the
burden, Brother Ash, in closing, said
the Lord had done great things for
pastor and people, and he prayed that
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peace and prosperity might be granted
the Church established here. We
noticed in the congregation Mr., and
Mrs. Sturmiss and family, from Satton
Coldfields. Altogether we found it a
profitable and happy meeting.

WALTHAMSTOW (Z10oN, MAYNARD-
ROAD).—Services to commemorate the
24th anniversary of the foundation
of this Church were held on Wednesday,
October 19th. A goodly number

athered in the afternoon, when Mr. J.

lark, of Hope, Bethnal Green, was
helped to preach an experimental
sermon, and those present realized that
the salvation they were enabled to re-
joice in was full and free, and the bless-
ing accompanying the Word caused
them to feel that it wasgood to be there.
It was pleasing to see 80 many remain
to partake of a social cup of tea. The
evening meeting was presided over by
Mr. W. Archer, of Acton, who gave us a
few thoughts from *Look upon Zicn,
the city of our solemnities,” &c., and
then called upon the Secretary, our
brother E. Smith, who gave us an
account of our position as a Church.
Our Treasurer also spoke a few words
relating to our financial position, and
our brother J. Sharpe gave us an
account of the Debt Fund, of which he
is the Secretary, and will be pleased to
receive any contribution, no matter
how small, towards the reduction of our
Chapel Debt, which we are working to
clear off. The following ministerial
brethren then delivered spiritual
addresses : Mr, Holden, from Psa. xxxii.
5, and warming to his subject, we spent
a short but savoury time in listening.
Mr. J. W. Humphreys, on “The sweet
privilege of praying, one for the other.”
Mr. J. Clark, from Phil. iii, 20. Mr.
Margerum, Romans viii. 20. Mr. J.
Kingston gave us Paul’s exhortation,
'“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith,” &ec,
Glad to say our collections were better
than last year,and the spiritual tone of
the meetings were much enjoyed. We
thus feel encouraged, and look unto
Him who has been our help unti! now,
to sustain us in the future, and may it
be His gracious will to abundantly bless
us as a Church and people. So prays—
H.C.T.

EAST HAM.—The eighthanniversary
of Ebenezer cause, meeting at Avenue-
villa, Red Post-lane, was held on Tues-
day, November 15th, 1898, when a
sermon was preached in the afternoon
by Mr. F. C. Holden, of Limehouse ; our
brother was much helped. After tea a
public meeting was held. Mr. W. G.
Faunch presided, and read Psa. xxvii.,
making consolatory remarks onthe first
and second verses, atter prayer by
brother Joyce. Mr. Lovelock spoke
forcible words on *Jonah’s journey to
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Nineveh,” closing with the words.
“Salvation is of the Lord.” Friend
Gall gave distinctive, yet cheering
words to the faithful servants of the
Lord, as when Hezekiah said unto the
captaing of war not to he dismayed,
because of the Assyrian King, * With
him is an arm of flesh, with us is the
Lord our God to help us’’ &c. Mr.
Watts was excellent on the * Mercy-
seat.” Mr. Holden spole with holy joy
of God, ** Who worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will.” Krother
Joyce gave cheering words upon Deut,.
xxxiii. 3. Mr. Flory made general re-
marks, concluding with reference to
the ministry of the Holy Ghost in
taking of and showing the work of
Jesus to sinners and saints (John xvi.
15).  Mr. Middleton thanked the
ministers and friends for their presence
and help. This was one of the best
meetings at Ebenezer.—.J. FLORY,

THE STRICT BAPTIST MISSION,

Two sermons were preached on Lord’s-
day, December 11th, at the Old Baptist
Chapel, Castle-street, Guildford, by Mr.
Ernest A. Booth. missionary from
Madras, on behalf of the Strict Baptist
Missionary Society, and an interesting
address delivered to the children of the
Sunday-school and friends in the after-
noon. In the morning the text was
taken from Heb. ix. 26, 27; and in the
evening from Matt. xxviii. 26, 27, The
sermons were sound, Gospel, and prac-
tical, and our brother very animated,
On the following evening a meeting
was held in the chapel, when Jr.
Mitchell,a former pastor of the Church,
and now of Chadwell-street, London,
and Mr. Lynn, Corresponding Secretary
of the Society, and pastor of the Caurch
meeting at Dacre-park, Blackheath,
attended as a deputation from the
Society, who gave very interesting and
encouraging addresses; and Mr. Booth,
who gave an account of the difficalties
encouragements, and prospects of the
Misson, whose labour may God help
abundantly. There was a good attend-
ance at all the meetings, and the
collections more than doubled those
on former occasions,.—ONE OF THE
DEACONS.

GLEMSFORD. — On Sunday, Nov.
6th, special services were held in
Providence Chapel, when three sermons
were preached by Mr, S. B. Stocker.
several saying they felt it good to be
there. We are pleased to state there
were good congregations at all the
services; in fact, for numbers and
finance, these special services were
beyond expectations. It speaks well.
shewing theesteemin which Mr. Stocker
is held in Glemsford. On my visit [
was delighted to hear some of the good
old hymus to some good old tunes,under
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the leadership of M. A. Fenn, the sing-
ing evidently being appreciated by the
andience. On the following Tuesday,
in the afternoon, there was a public tea,
when about 60 sat down. Inthe evening
a lecture was given, entitled “ Will the
0Old Book Stand?" by Mr. S. B, Stocker,
which was highly appreciated by those
present. when some more good old tunes
were brought to the front, and, by
special request; the hymn, “Shall we
meet you there?!” was sweetly sung
by Master Cecil Fenn, Miss E. Fenn,
and the choir; Mr. W. Callman makin
a few appropriate remarks. The g‘oog
attendance and results lead us to thank
God and take courage. After singing,
“ A day's march nearer home,” the
friends separated. May the friends at
Providence have manysuch gatherings.
So prays—A VISITOR.

WELCOME WORDS FROM
WATFORD TABERNACLE.

SERVICES in connection with our
pastor’s anniversary were held on
Wednesday, January 11th.

Brother Marsh, of Stratford, preached
in the afternoon from Psa. xvi. 8, 9.
His theme was: The preserved life,
The preserved foot, The sure result to
those whose life is held and feet pre-
served. Tell it out. “ O bless our God,
ve people, and make the voice of His
praise to be heard. We were told that
“He holds our life as its Author.” ‘‘He
is the Redeemer of the soul,” “the
Quickener of the soul,” * the Preserver
of the soul,” and ‘‘the Glorifier of the
soul.” We rejoiced in our brother’s
exalting of our Lord.

At the evening meeting our pastor,
Mr. G. W. Thomas, presided. We had a
good gathering. Aftersinging, reading,
and prayer, our pastor addressed us,
reviewing the past six years of his
ministry in our midst, stating that
during that time 100 members had been
added to the Church, £1,150 had been
raised to clear the debt on the Taber-
nacle and Manse; also that cottages
had been presented for the housing of
our poor aged members. He rejoiced in
the fact that the Church is at peace,
and that onr Lord is still blessing.

Brother White, of Woolwich, dwelt on
Psa. xcii. 12, 13, taking the Pzalm as a
type of the child of God, speaking from
his own soul to ours of God’s sovereign
grace and love.

Brother Robbins, of Brentford, spoke
from Paa. Ixxviii. 35. They remembered
that God was their Rock. His words
were most sweet, comforting, and en-
couraging.

Brother Jones, of New Cross, asked,
“ Believe ye that I am able?” Again
helped with encouraging words, leading
us to more than ever feel that our trust
ie in Him entirely.

Brother H. J. Wileman, of St, Albans,
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followed with 2 Chron, xvii. 6: “His
heart was lifted up in the ways of the
Lord.” He spoke loving, encouraging
words to our pastor, as did all the
others,

Our brother Jeffs then spoke from the
Holy Spirit in seven aspects. Then a
few words from brother Goodson, who
stands No. 1 on the Church hook,
after which, a happy and profitable
meeting was closed with the words we
felt in our souls, ‘‘Praise God from
whom all blessings flow.”

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK. — On
Lord's-day afternoon, December 18th,
1808, a children’s service was held.
The children sang, and recited several
pieces containing Gospel truth. The
chapel was well filled. An address was
given by cur pastor, Mr. H. Alexander,
whose preaching is very acceptable
among us, both on Lord’s-days, and in
our villages. Several fellow-pilgrims
from Ipswich, and other places, visited
us. We were greatly cheered to see
such a manifest interest taken in the
welfare of the young. Collections were
very encouraging. We thank God, and
take courage——M. A. MOORE.

CROYDON (SALEM),—The seventh
annual tea of the Sunday-school, Wind-
mill-road, was held on January 1l1th,
when a goodly number of children,
parents, and friends partook of the
game in school-room. Mr. Andrews
presided at the evening meeting. After
singing, ‘‘Jesus is our Shepherd,” and
reading Psa. xxvii,, Mr. Blunt engaged
in prayer. Mr. Andrews then spoke on
the above Psalm. MMr. Fisher addressed
children and friends upon the word
“Time,” Several of the children then
recited portions of the Word, hymns,
and poems. Prizes were presented to a
number of children. Brother Culling-
ford gave a few remarks on children
sometimes being the means of spiritual
blessing to the ungodly. The children
were delighted; the friends were
pleased. Mrs. Andrews presided at the
organ, and a Triune Jehovah shall have
all the praise.—ONE WHO WAS THERE,

IPSWICH .—Zoar Sabbath-school
annual teachers and senior classes tea
and social meeting was held on Wednes-
day, December 28th, 1898, when a good
number sat down totea, presided over by
Mr. R. C. Bardens, pastor. The evenin
meeting commenced by singing, an
prayer by brother R, Peck. Our pastor
read Psa. xlvi,, and gave us a word of
encouragement, and we realised ‘' The
Lord of Hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge.” Our late secretary
(brother W. G, Keeble) read the yearly
report and balance-sheet, followed by
our superintendent (brother J. Thread-
kell), who referred to discouragement
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at the opening of the year, which
vanished a8 time went on. The average
attendance is good. His motto for
teachers for the ensuing year was taken
from DProv. iii, 5. The funds of the
school are in a healthy condition, having
about £56 in hand, Brother Gardner (a
former superintendent) spoke of his
pleasure in being present, and in
knowing that five had been baptized
from the school and added to the
Church, and urged us upward, onward,
forward. The meeting was also ad-
dressed by brethren N. Howe, Baldwin,
and Peck (deaeons),S. Garrard, Butcher,
and A. Fosdick, who has been unani-
mously elected secretary. Feeling
reference was made to the late brethren
Sadd and Etheridge. Our sisters
(teachers), Miss B. Howe and Miss
Mullinger, often give words of en-
couragement, especially in connection
with the Young Women’s Bible-class.
Altogether a most encouraging and
sympathetic meeting, and teachers,
scholars, and friends felt in unity of
heart, and will go forward with
renewed strength to do battle with
error in leading the young to look to
Jesus only.—A. F,

NEW NORTH ROAD. — Fortieth
Sunday-school anniversary at Wilton-
square. On Sunday, Nov. 20, brother
Bush preached, addressed the Sunday-
school and distributed the scholars’
prizes, Our brother’s ministry was in-
teresting, instructive, impressive, in-
spiring. On Tuesday evening, after tea
had been served by active workers, the
chair was occupied by brother Adams,
who is an enthusiastic lover and
advocate of Sunday-schools. He urged
the teachers to sow the seed prayerfully.
Pastor J. Clark (Bethnal Green), pro-
posed the acceptance of the report read
by brother Flack,theenergetic secretary.
The report showed numerical, financial,
and spiritual prosperity, and the visit
of the Lord of the Sunday-school for a
few flowers to plant in heaven. Brother
Clark aptly contrasted the blemished
works of monarchs, statesmen, warriors,
merchants, with the sacred work of
Sunday-school teachers, Pastor Sinden
spoke of the uselessness of criticising
Sunday-schools, which were originated
to give secular instruction, and had
developed into great national religious
institutions, and seconded the adoption
of the report. Instead of hand-clapping
its adoption was acoepted by the large
congregation rising to express their
approval, and sympathy (as proposed
by Superintendent) with the Secretary,
brother Flack, in his great loss by the
death of his beloved wife, who ever
encouraged him in his Christian work,
and was beloved by all at * Salem.”
Pastor Reynolds declared Churches
without Sunday-schools were failures.
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Nearly nineteen years of pastoral work
had convinced him that converts from
the Sunday-school were the most.
exemplary in life and work, Pastor
Sears had one word in his heart.
‘“Christ.” Christ had received the full
anointing and was unique in the
Universe, Whether children were bad.
good, or absent, Christ was in the class
with His teachers to hear what they
said to the scholars and Himself. He
said, “It is most blessed to rise from
the noise of controversy, and look upon
that grand name, sparkling with light,
brighter than a thousand suns.” A few
words from brother Flower closed our
fortieth anniversary, which was one of
our brightest and best.—I Wis THERE.

AND HOPEFUL AT
HILPERTON,

ON Tuesday, January 3rd, 1899, the
annual tea of Sunday-school was held :
the children being liberally provided
for at 4 o’clock, thoroughly enjoyed
their tea and other niceties given to
them., At 5, the teachers with a goodly
number of friends partook of tea in the
school-room,after which a meeting was
held in thechapel, nicely attended, some
friends from Trowbridge being present
to manifest their sympathy with
Sunday-school work. The meeting
commenced with the dear old hymn,
“Come thou fount of every blessing.”
which was heartily sung and enjoyed.
Qur pastor read Psa. xxiv,, making a
few comments while reading. Brother
Gingell, one of the Superintendents,
engaged in prayer, after which the
children sang and gave two recitations
very creditably. Brother Gingell then
addreesed a few suitable words. taking
up the discouragements to be met with,
with words of encouragement to those
who were sowing the good seed.

Brother Cogswell, the teacher of the
Bible-class, followed in the same line of
things, declaring his love for the work,
with the desire that good results might
be manifested.

Another dear old hymn,* Grace, 'tis a
charming sound,” was sung, after which
brother ~imons (one of Zion’s deacons,
Trowbridge), then gave us a very
encouraging address, expressing hislove
and sympathy toward us, having known
the school upwards of fifty years,
having once been a scholar in it.
Brother Hacking, from Bradford, then
gave a noble address from the words,
“ Train up a child in the way he should
go,” &c., giving various illustrations of
the work of training and the successful-
ness assured of following this training
by the word of truth, with the necessity
of dependence upon the Lord for His
help and blessing. The meeting was
very much enjoyed. every one being
fully assured that not only was the dear

HAPPY
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Liord present in our midst, but also to
bertow upon us a rich blessing.

The meeting was then closed with
singing another sweet hymn, “ Ah, but
for free and sovereign grace.” The
pastor pronounced the benediction and
we retired to our homes much refreshed.
That much glory may redound to our
precious Jesus, is the sinoere prayer of

A PILGRIM.

FLEET, HANTS,—Anniversaries of
birth are often anticipated with
pleasure, and sometimes, looked back
on with satisfaction. Such, I believe,
was the case with the first anniversary
of the Sunday-school at Ebenezer, which
was held on Lord’s-day, January lst.
Mr. E. C. Clark occupied the pulpit,
addressing the children in the after-
noon, from Matt, vii. 14, 15, affection-
ately pointing out the two ways and
the two gates. The children also recited
their pieces very nicely. On Wednesday,
4th, pastor W. Chisnall, of Guildford,
came over and helped us with an in-
structive and spiritnal address to -the
children of all ages, from “ Watch”
(Matt. xxvi. 41), as follows :—(a) Watch
your words ; (&) Actions; () Thoughts;
1d) Companions; (¢) Home. Are not
the two addrestes of our brethren
beautifully combined in Prov. viii, 347
After the distribution of the prizes by
the pastor, so liberally provided by the
kindness of friends, a beautiful tea
formed a welcome interlude to these
enjoyable services. The evening dis-
course by Mr., Chisnall, founded on
Eccles. xi. 1, “Cast thy bread,” &c.,
proved to be a word in season to every
worker present, a word of encourage-
ment and exhortation, backed up by the
absolute promise of the Triune Jehovah,
First result. good collections ! We were
thankful to have again in our midst at
each service, the presence of our pastor,
who takes such a parental interest in
the welfare of the school. Our prayer
is that he may soon berestored to robust
health ; and thus continue his loved
work in our midst. On leaving, the
words of Dr. Watts came involuntary
to my mind :(—

*Oh bless the Lord, my soul !

Let all within me join;
And zid my tongue to bless His name,
Whore favours are divine.”
—J. G, LAURENCE.

NEW CROSS ROAD (Z10N BAPTIST
CHAPEL).—The annual invitation tea
given by the pastor and deacons to the
members of the Church took place on
January Sth, when about 150 responded,
and a spiritually profitable evening was
gpent together. Pastor Thos. Jones
presided, and prayers were offered and
addresses given by brethren Armstrong,
Catchpole, Looeley, J. Martin, C, J.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

service bringing the proceedings to a.
close, On Jan. 17th the parents of the

scholars were entertained to supper by

the officers and teachers. The pastor

presided, and addresses were delivered

by Messrs. T. G. C. Armstrong (super-

intendent), F. J. Catohpole (Y.M.B.C.

leader), J. Downinq, and Jae. Martin,

intersgersed with singing and reoita-

tions by Misses J. Biggs, E. Jones, and

E. Sellars, Miss E. Nash presiding at the
harmonium. The change from tea at.
530 to supper at 8.30 proved highly

successful, over 120 acoepting the invi-

tation, many of whom were fathers who

on former occasions have been generally
conspicuous by their absence, After

supper Messrs. Brown, Spears, Charles

and J. D, Taylor as representing the -
parents, spoke and testified as to the

good their children, as well as them-

selves, had received. The proceedings
closed with the doxology and bene-
diction.

STURRY STILL STURDY AND
STRONG IN THE FAITH.

SOME of our friends on the other side of
the Globe will read the following as
GooD NEWS FROM THE OLD COUNTRY.
A meeting was held at Sturry, near
Canterbury, on January 2, to celebrate
the 40th year of brother Hancock’s
ministry. Few pastors have such &
record. But our brother, after 40 years’
labour, seems as full of life as ever, and
we pray God may bless him for many
years to come.

The meeting was preceded by a good
tea, Many of the friends present
seemed to be like children at home.
About 10 friends from Margate came
over to help us, including pastor J.
Harlick, good brother Mobbs (who was
visiting at Margate), and H.J. Lawson,
Esq., who travelled from London to be
with us. After the tea the pastor led
the meeting by

SINGING, READING, AND PRAYER,

then he gave us a little history of the
Church, and how God led him on step
by step to stand for the truth, and feed
the flock; and, looking back 40 years,
said God had been good, and though he
had come up before them in weakness,
the Lord had been his strength in times
of trouble.

Pastor J. Harlick, of Margate, based
his remarks upon the wurds, ** The times
that went over him (1 Chron. xxix.30),
also referring to some changing times
that had passed over him in 40 years.

Brother Mobbs, who has weathered
many a storm, and fought many &
battle for 40 years, “ His face did shine "
as he spoke to the people about the
goodness of the Lord. We must not
omit the pleasing sight that seemed to
fire the geart of brother Mobbs, that

Porter, and others, the Lord’s Supper | was—mothers brought their babies, and
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not a disciple rebuked them. At Sturry
they believe in ‘‘ training up a child in
the way he should go,” Mr. Mobbs en-
oouraged them to continue.

H. J, Lawson, Eeq., spoke about the
love he had for ministers, and the great
work of a pastor, bearing the burdens
of all, wishing God-speed to the Church
and pastor at Sturry, finishing his
speech by drawing a picture of a man
entering the door with a towel over his
arm, and a basin of water, then kneeling
down and washing the feet of others.
This was delivered in such a life-like
way that all the people were filled with
sacred emotions, even to tears,

The son of the pastor made a few
experimental remarks on how he was
led to follow Christ and walk in His
ways. Then another young man, whose
heart the Lord has touched, spoke a few
words. Next came

The deacon, who has stood by his
Easbor for 40 years, and spoke of the

ord’s goodness to them, how they had
worked on together in peace all these
years, and in the name of the Church
and people presented the pastor with
a purse containing gold, as a token of
their high esteem.—ONE WHO Was
THERE.

HASLEMERE.—Hope Baptist Chapel
Sunday-school prize distribution. On
Sunday afternoon, January 1st, 1899,
the scholars received their annual
prizes, in the shape of some very nice
books, for regular attendance and good
conduct. A short service was held in
the chapel first, and was conducted by
Mr. James Ayling (Chiddingfold), com-
menced with singing hymn No. 316,
from the Sunday-school Hymnal, “A
few more years shall roll.”” After the
hymn Mr. Ayling said : My dear children,
this is & very happy day to you, and no
doubt you have been looking forward
to it for some time in having a book
given to you as a prize, and I hope you
will read them and profit by so doing.
He next gave a short address to the
children, and took as a text Dan. vii.
10, telling them all our names are in
God's Book, everything that is done
being recorded, good and bad. We are
apt to forget things, but

GOD FORGETS NOTHING,

and none can get to heaven without
being washed in the fountain opened
for sin and uncleanness. The Lord bless
all you little children, He then handed
the ochildren the books as Miss
Mills called their names, Mr. Ayling
making snitable remarks to each child.
He also hoped they would read them,
and attend the Sunday-sehool regularly.
Mr. Ayling also thanked all the kind
friends that had in any way subscribed
to help buy or had given books. The
books being given as an encouragement
for you to come to school. He, the
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speaker, thought he would like to give
the teachers a book, and he stood where
he was as & mouthpiece for the con-
gregatién and the Church. He believed
they taught for the love of it. He then
handed Mr. Smithers, the Superinten-
dent, a very nice book, also one each to
Miss Mills and Miss Bessie Mills, and
said he hoped the Lord would bless you,
for you are engaged in a good work, you
could not be engaged in a better work,
and as the young ones grow up may
they be transplanted into the Church.
He wished one and all a Happy New
Year. Hymn No. 203 was then sung,
“Now the happy day is closing.” The
meeting closed with prayer and singing,
* Praise God from whom all blessinga
flow.”—JAMES DOBELL.

STAINES. — The annual Sunday-
gchool sermons were preached on
January 15th by Mr. W. Stanley
Martin, the editor of 7 'nrle Ben's
Budget,who also gave an address to the
scholars and friends in the afternoon,
special hymns being sung on each
occasion. On the 19th pastor H. T.
Chilvers (Keppel-street) preached to a
large congregation in the afternoon,
after which tea was served in the
schoolrooms. A public meeting fol-
lowed, presided over by Mr. T.G.C. Arm-
strong (New Cross),when the chapel was
well filled. Prayer was offered by Mr,
McKee, sen. (superintendent), and the
annual report read by the hon, secretary,
Mr. J. Holden. The work had been
well sustained during the year, one
scholar had been baptized and omne
removed by death. The Band of Hope
was in active operation; £11 61 2d. had
been contributed to the South Indian
Strict Baptist Mission ; £46 142, 4d. had
been paid into the clothing club by the
members, to which a bonus of £35133.8d.
had been added. Addresses were de-
livered by Messrs. F. W. Kevan (Clap-
ham Junction), Gostelow (Englefield
Green), and DMiller (Keppel-street).
which were interspersed with singing
by the choir, a solo by a little fellow
named Sydney Jaynes, and recitations
by scholars Lessie Donning, Winifred
and Ernest Alexander. The collections
amounted to £4 53 6d.

ANOTHER WAY OF BREAKING
DOWN A CHURCH.s -

DEAR MR. BAxNKS.—In the December
number of the “ E. V. & G. H.” “ An Old
Minister”’ has given an excellent way
of breaking down a Church. I here-
with give another way of doing this
work.

1. The minister must have a select
few (preferably those who are best off)
in the Church. “ who receive most of
his attentions,” and whom he frequently
visits to tea, &c.

2. He must believe al! these few tell
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him. as to how well the people enjoy
his ministry, and how much it is blessed
to their souls.

3. Very seldom visit the poor of the
flook, and if they complain of want of
attention, say he has so little time to
spare. or he would be very pleased to
come, &2.

4. (And thisis most important) When
you see the place getting thinner and
thinner, lay the blame upon the people,
and say you preach too much truth for
them, and they don't like it.

5. When the deacons are put to their
wit’s end as to how to provide the
pastor's salary, through the falling off
in the attendance., and consequently
the income, blame the people for their
niggardliness and say they like a cheap
gospel.

6. Stick to the pulpit while there is
half-a-dozen left to hear you; never
mind how the Church will get on when
you have preached nearly all the people
away. and you are gone.

7. Carefully follow these rules, and
you will effectually accomplish your
purpose, AN OLD HEARER.

Our Australian Column.

Bamber’s Visits to his Kindred in Christ
—1.200 Miles’ Travel—C. Hooper—
Fellowship—A Letter from You—
Brother K. Mitchell-Footsteps of
the Flock—C.W. Banks—J. B. M’Cure
—Dear 0ld England—Brother Mote.

Mitcham, South Australia,
Nov. 24, 1898.

My DEAR BROTHER BANEKS,—I re-
ceived your kind and welcome letter of
September 2nd, and also the parcel of
E.V.G.H. you so kindly sent by Mr.
Brown. for which accept of my thanks.
I would have written before, but have
been away for a few weeks’ visit to our
kindred in Christ in Victoria. Left
Adelaide on Wednesday, October 12th;
arrived in Melbourne (500 miles) on
Thursday; preached the same evening
at Lonsdale-street. Melbourne.

The following Lord’s-day, morning
and evening. at Prahran ; Tuesday, at
Victoria-parade, Collingwood; Thurs-
day. at Lonsdale-street.

The following Lord’'s-day, at Lons-
dale-street, Melbourne, morning and
evening ; afternoon, an address to the
Sunday -school at Victoria-parade;
Monday. temperance address at the
Band of Hope, Collingwood ; Thursday,
preached at Lonsdale-street.

Lord’s-day, October 3u, morning and
evening, Preston; Tuesday, with the
Sunday-school gervice at Stadkim;
Wednesday, in conference on ‘ Protes-
tantism.” with a large number of those
interested therein from all parts of
Victoria.

Left for Perenhu on Thursday and
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arrived home on Friday night, having
travelled 1,200 miles—nota little thank-
ful to the Lord for the great pleasure of
seeing our dear kindred in Christ, It
does one good to see and hold fellowship
with those in Him, and to recount His
acts of love and mercy.

Last week I went to Glenelg to see
one of my members, the widow of our
beloved brother, Charles Hooper; she
was 50 pleased tohear thatI had a letter
from you! She wished me to give her
love to you,also to ask you to remember
her to the many dear ones who read the
E.V. She has taken the E.V. for fifty
years, and wishes to bear testimony to
the great blessing it has been to her
of late and to the sweetness she has had
under our dear brother

E. MITCHELL,
and the

“FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.”

The Word preached by your dear and
much-beloved father (C. W. Banks) was
blessed to her fifty years ago, and she
loves to tell of the power of the Word
under his preaching.* You may re-
member her, for she was with your dear
father (C. W, Banks) and Mr. J, Bunyan
McCure just before she left for Ade-
laide, about 17 years ago, to become the
wife of brother C. Hooper. She says:—
Kindly give her love to the many who well

remamber lher, she saith; tell brother

Banks how the Lord has blessed me, and

how I still remember the blessed sweet~

ness of ihe preached Word under dear

C. W. Banks, and how fifty years ago,

when under deep soul anxicty, I was

given a copy of the E.V., and the comfort

I received therein; and how, during the

last fifty years, the E.V. has often been

laden with sweet, comforting words tomy
gsoul, and how I look forward to the
arrival of the mail, with the E. V. and its

Cheering Words, with the news of Zion in

dear old England, where I have had sweet

soul-fellowship.

I have often during the thirty years
met with others who remember with
love your dear father, and the blessing
his preaching was to them,

I hope this will find you well. Give
my love to our dear brother Mote ; hope
he is well. .

I may have the pleasure of visiting
dear old England ; at present I do not
see the way open, but look forward
thereto, and, if I do, shall at once call
on you, and spend what time I can with
our Churches in England; but I will
write you from time to time. .

Praying the Lord to bless you with
every hlessing of His love,

Yours in Him, J. W. BAMBER,

P.S.—8ince writing this, I have re-
ceived a letter from our brother Mote.

# We well recollect the circumstance, but
cannot call to mind the maiden name of the
dear sister. What has become of Mrs.
Brewer, who left Old England for Australia
about the year 18807
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e will (p.v.) be in Adelaide, on his
way to Sydney, about December 3rd, I
hope to find him well.

SYDNEY.—-PRESENTATION.
AT the DParticular Baptist Church,
Castlereagh-street, on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 14th, 1898, a tea and public
meeting was held in honour of pastor
Hicks, recently officiating at Ryde, prior
to his visit to Victoria.

At 6,30 a nice company sat down to
tea. Amongst them were friends from
Ermington, Ryde, and Smithfield. At
7.30 a public meeting, pastor Beedel
presiding, and at his right sat our
venerable brother, pastor J. Hicks.
After singing and prayer, the chair-
man, before entering upon the business
of the evening, reminded the aundience
that that day was the 7thanniversary of
the death of their late pastor, D. Allen,
and after a few affectionate remarks, re-
quested them to sing an ‘ In Memo-
riam” hymn, “ Hark ! the voice of love
and mercy "’ (93, Gadsby’s), it being the
last they sang together previous to his
death.

Mr. Beedel reminded them they bad
to present our esteemed brother, Mr.
Hicks, with an illuminated address and
a copy of his

FATHER’S WILL,
a Bible, as a small token of their love
and esteem, which was duly handed to
pastor Hicks, wishing Him God-speed
and that he might be spared amongst us
for some time to come.

Pastor Hicks, in reply. said he felt he
was not worthy of such kindness, that
he was nothing but

A POOR SINNER SAVED BY GRACE.

He commenced to preach when aged 23
in the West of England. He came to
New South Wales in 1849, and went to
Maitland, and from there to Ryde. and
for about fifty years his labours had
been amongst the Particular Baptists
of N.S.W,, and had been attended with
some hlessing.

Brethren Spurway, Edwards,Marshall.
and Hollier all spoke of the sterling
qualities of pastor Hicks; some of them
bad known him about forty years as
one that “stood by the stuff.” and hoped
that he and Mrs, Hicks might be spared
to return to them again, and to find at
“ Evening-time it shall be light.”

Letters of apology were read from
brother Young (Lambton) and hrother
J. Allen (Prospect), who were unable to
attend,

A vote of thanks was accorded to the
ladies for their kindness in providing
tea, and all helpers. RALPH,

WE need not hesitate to blame as
occasion may require; but it is proper
to be cautious how we deal out reproof
where the necessity of the case does not
fully warrant it.— (. Crabb.

i1

Aged Pilgrims’ Corner.

THE Society has lost a valued Member
of Committee, by the departure of our
brother Mr. C. Wilson, His cheery
presence and hearty addresses were
always warmly appreciated by the
pensioners, especially those residing in
the Hornsey-rise Asylum, where our
brother and Mrs. Wilson were frequent
visitors.
k**

For apwards of twenty-five years he
had been a Member of the Board and for
eleven years Treasurer of the Society’s
Auxiliary at Mount Zion. Though
latterly he had been unable to attend
Committee meetings his interest in the
Institution continued unabated.

x X
*

At the funeral,a deputationattended,
the representatives being Messrs. J.
Hodges, A. Harles, and T. W. Nunn;
several pensioners were also present.
As the friends of aged pilgrims thus
pass away, the comfort of those who
remain is that the dged Pilgrims
Friend abideth ever.

*

The inmates ot the Hornsey-rize
Asylum were gladdened at Christmas
by a distribution of joints by the Lady
Visitors, who kindly raise a Fund for
this purpose. The gifts were much
appreciated and the only regret was
that the suhscribers could not them-
selves see the pleasure given to ouraged
friends.

* %
*

Seasonable gifts have also been pre-
gsented by several friends to the inmates
of the Camberwel). Stamford-hill and
Brighton Homes. 'The recipients were
all most grateful. and once more the
Scripture was verified, “It is more
blesszed to give tha*n to receive.”

*

*

The pension expenditure has, by
reason of a large addition tothe number
of £7 7s. pensioners, risen to £10,700 per
annum. With 1,500 recipients and such
an outlay, surely many of the Lord's
people, who have not hitherto con-
tributed, will become sunhscribers this
year,

Past and Passing Events.

Southill, Beds. — Mr. Parish com-
menced a six months’ invite, with a
view, on Jan. 1, 1899, as successor tc the
late highly-esteerged John Warburton.

*

*

Quurterly Record of the Aged Pil-
grims' Friend Society (beautifully
printed, illustrated, true and touching
paragraphs) ‘“free, gratis,”’ on applica-
tion to the Secretary for cne stamp.
Send to J. E. Hazelton, 83, Finsbury-
pavement, London, E.C., for a copy.
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Death has already begun its work in
our Churches. Mrs. Tomlineon, of
Wandsworth, has been called home.
Mrs. Mutimer, of Brentford, has
entered into rest. also Miss Fromow, of
Brentford, and a oard informs us of the

translation of
. *

*

Miss Xate Elizabeth Hoadley. of
Tregotha, Horley, Sussex. True sym-
pathy for all our bereaved friends,

* &

“Down at old Dunmow” they are
ﬂoiting along very nicely in “The
Ark.”

* X

-

Mr. Samuel Smith, son of Mr. David
Smith, of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street,
and City-road, left England on Friday,
January 20, for New Zealand; his
father and brother Hodges, also of
Mount Zion, accompany the young man
as far as Port Said, We anticipate the
return of brethren Hodges and Smith
by end of February.

B3 3

L3
Pimlico are thankful because they
can 8ay. ‘‘The Lord hath been mindful
of us, and hope friends will think of
1111:1 (fn the 21st,” says Carmel’'s Honey-

* %

*®

J. D. Bowtell is leaving Bungay.
‘ After nearly eleven years, owing to
removals, &c., and the loss of my wife,
. . . L am compelled to resign.” See
“Supply” list. .

*

Brother Ernest A. Booth, the Strict
Baptiet missionary of India, addressed
the children of Mount Zion Sunday-
school, Chadwell-street, on Lord’s-day
afternoon, Janunary 22, and preached in
the evening.

Marriages.

GORE—STEWART.—On January 8, 1899, at

Zion Chapel, New Cross-road, S.E., by pastor
T. Jones, Grace Stewart to George Henry
Gore.
' SALMON—AMOS.—On November 30,1898, at
Bethel Chapel, Great Rollright, by Mr. J.
Eddison, of Rochdale, Alice Amos, of Chip-
ping Norton, Oxon., to Henry Salmon, of
Chipping Norten.

SALMON —PAXMAN. —On November 29,
1598. at Zoar Chapel, Reading, by Mr. J.
Eddison, of Rochdale, Annie Maria, cldest
daughter of Mr. Paxman, of Caversham, to
Benjamin Salmon, of Whichford.
~SARGEANT—NEAL,—December 24, at the
Church, Clerkenwell, Evelyn Gertrode Neal
to Frederick Sargeant, in the presence of
their numerous family and friends. The
presents were many and useful.

STANNARD—BRAND.- On December 31, at
“Enon," Chatham, by pastor J. Gardner,
Mury Aun Brand to Nutbaniel Luke Stan-
nurd.

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

Gone Home.

THE LATE DANIEL ATTEWELL.
“Lord, come quickly.”
THIS was the carnest request repeatod many
times during his last night on earth of the
subject of this brief memoir. Daniel Atte-
well, who fell asleep in Jesus on the 8th of
December last, was for over forty years a
member of the Church now worshipping at
Lynton-road, Bermondsey.
From a copy of a letter found amongst his
papers, addressed to the late
CHAS. WATERS BANKS
many years ago, respecting an article in the
EARTHEN VESSEL, entitled “The Godly
Man’s Experience,” and in defence of the
well-known hymn, commencing—
“'Tis a point I like to know,”

it appears thathe wasbrought up by agodly
mother, who used to take him when a boy
to hear the late Mr. Arthur Triggs, of
‘Waterloo-road, and the late

MR. JEFFREY MOODY,

of East-lane; but, as he himself writes, he
was at that time like the rest of mankind by
nature—dead in trespasses and sins. At
length the appointed time came when he
was to be made alive from the dead, and
this was accomplished by the ILord at
Ebenezer Chapel, then situate in Webb-
street, Bermondsey New-road, under a
funeral sermon preached by the late

MR. THOS. CHIVERS.

“He felt the arrows of distress,
And found he had no hiding-place.”
For a long while he was under conviction of
sin, but at length the Lord led him to the
chapel, then sitmate in a court in the
Borough, and
THOMAS GUNNER )

preached from the words, “ Why art thou
cast down, O my soul >” when a little light
and comfort dawned upon his soul. Later
on, going home one evening from work, the
Lord appeared to him in such a marked way
that. as he states in his letter above men-
tioned, all the devils in hell could not per-
suade him out of the reality of it. He
writes:—

‘Oh, I had such a glorious sight of my
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! I got as far
as the Walworth-road, and looked up and
saw my Saviour on the cross saying to me,
‘Thy,sins, which are many, are all forgiven

hee. i
“1 said, ‘Me, Lord! a vile wretch like
me?’

“‘Yes, a vile wretch like you.’

“Yes, brother, He said it twice to me. I
went home rejoicing. Oh, that He should
have had mercy upon such a guilty sinner!
I could well sing that blessed hymn—

“*Amazing grace, how sweet the sound :
That saved a wretch like me |’”

Subsequently he, together with his wile
(who prior to their marriage had been the
means of persuading him to go to the house
of God), joined the Church at Ebenezer,

But the Lord raw fit that he should pass
through many seasons of trial, afiiction, and
bercavement, and for a long while prior
to his last illness, which commenced a few
months before his death, he was ina very
dark path, often having many fears as to his
cternal standing: “But at cvening timo it
shall be light,” and so he found it; and as the
end approached, and his poor body hgcamc
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wenker, ho wag enabled to realize 1he sup-
porting hanad of the Lord, and to feel thathe
was on the *“ Rock of Ages.”” The precious
hymn~
** My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesn’s blood and righteousness”—

was a great favonrite, and he felt it wastrue
concerning himself, Truly he could say,
“TFor me to die is gain;”

and although his widow and family have to
mourn his loss, and the Church at Lynton-
rond feel they can ill afford to lose him, they
rejoice in the knowledge that heis * with
Christ, which 1s far better.”

THE LATE MR. THOMAS STONELL, OF
CLAPHAM.

“*THE memory of the jnst is blessed,” is the
emphatic declaration of Holy Writ, and a
recollection of those who were trufy just,
being justifled by living faith in a glorions
Christ, is blessed to think upon, for they not
only rest from theirlabonrs, but their works
do follow them; and a steady, plodding
worker in the cause of God and truth was
the departed.

Called by grace when a young man, being
baptized onJune lst, 1843, he had known the
Lorgd a long number of years; and although
unlike many of the Lord’s people, he could
1ot put his hand op the exact time and
place when the great change took place, he
nevertheless knew that, whercas once he
wasg blind, he could now see, and realised
that he had passed from death unto life,
having a fervent love to God's truth and His
“people.

For nearly twenty years he served as a
deacon the Church of God at Courland-
-grove, Larkhall-lane, under the pastorate of
the late Mr. S. Pousford, being instant in
-season and out of season, hononrably, up-
rightly, and consistently. Well does the
writer recollect admiring his Christian
character and deportment as becoming a
true child of God, and loving that grace
WTCh was so-conspicuous in allhis waysand
acts,

For the last ten years he had been a
deacon at Rehoboth Chapel, Bedford-road;
and here also he faithfully served both
pastor (Mr. W. Waite) and people, till the
illness, which proved fatal, overtook him,
and confined him to his home. But aslong
as it was possible to attend God’s house, he
wasthere. Gently and almost imperceptibly
his tabernacle was being taken down, and
for the past nine months he was quite con-
fined to his bed; and although at times he
snffered much pain of body and mind, many
passages of Scripture fell from his lips
which proved that he was resting solely and
wholly on the finished work and merits of
his adorable Redeemer. All that a loving
daughter, who waitcd on him hand and foot,
night and day, could do was done for his
comfort, and the visits of his pastor, Mr.
Fuller (a fellow-member), his cousin (Mr.
Charles Stonell), and other friends, werc o
soarce of comfort and help to him, and,
when able, he much enjoyed their prayers
and supplications.

But his end drew neaY, and towards the
close a heavy trial was permitted to over-
take him, and he thought he was in the
hands of Satan, causing him to cry most
earnestly to the Lord to save him; after-
wards saying to his daughter that he
thonght Satan reelly had him. But she
replied, * There i3 no condemnation to them
who are in Christ Jesux. Can you say that?"

Yes, he could; and “Amen” was the last |

word he uttered which was recognisable.
He lay for four daysin an unconscious state,
his redeemed spirit then entering (Dec. 30,
1898) into the presence of that Lord and
Master he had loved so well and <erved so
faithfully when jn health.

On Saturday, Jan. 7, 1899, his mortal
remains were committed to the grave by
Mr. Waite, in sure and certain hope of a
glorious resnrrection, and on the following
evening a funeral sermon was preached by
his pastor from the words, ‘' Precious in the
sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”
As he had lived, so he died, *in faith,” and
may the godly, heartfelt breathings he so
often presented at a throne of grace on
behalf of children and grandchildren, re-
ceive a gracions and blessed fulfllment is
our earnest and sincere prayer. R. S

MARTHA BOWTELL.

The neatly printed memorial card reads
thus: — “In affectionate remembrance of
Martha Bowtell, the beloved wife of J. D.
Bowtell, Baptist minister, Bungay; born
April 5th. 1843; died December 15th, 1898.
‘But it shall come to pass that at evening
time it shall be light. Interred in Holy
Trinity Cemetery, Bungay. The following
lines were chosen by the deceased for her
monrning card—

“‘Hark! they whisper: angels say,
Sister spirit, come away.
‘What is this absorbs me quite—
Steals my senses—shuts my sight—
Drowns my spirit—draws my breath—
Tell me, my soul, can this be death ?'”

MARIA BRYANT,

a member of the Church at Fressingfield,
Suffolk, fell asleep in Jesus, after a shortand
painful illness, on Lord’s-day, October 2nd.
1898, aged 35 years. Our departed sister was
baptized by our esteemed brother, E. Marsh,
at Laxfleld, in 1838, and joined the Church
under his care. She was a faithfal and con-
sistent Christian, beloved and respected hy
all who knew her. We miss her greatly
both in the Church and Sabbath-school, in
which she was an earnest and loving
teacher. Her end was calm and peaceful,
she seemed to have no fear of death, and the
last words she uttered, which could be
understood, were, “I am washed in the
blood of the Lamh.” All that remained of
our departed sister was laid to rest in the
burial-ground at Fressingfield on Friday,
October Tth, in the presence of a large com-
pauy of sorrowing relatives and friends.
Her pastor officiated, assisted by pastor
A.J. Warq, of Laxfleld.—F. W. G.

MRS, MARY ANN SWAINE

wag suddenly called to her eternal rest,
Decomber 2ith, 1893. She was brought to
realise her safety and interest in Jesus,
through tho mimstry at Ebenezer, Fulham,
and on g clear testimony of her faith ia the
dear Redeemer, I had the happiness of bap-
tizing and receiving her into Church fellow-
ship. Being one who loved the houss of
God, she was soldom absent from any ser-
vice. We shall miss her presence, but will
not murmur, 25 we teel sure it is her ever-
lasting gain.  Theo last discourse she heard
was on Thursday evening, the 22nd, from
the following words: *“ And Jesus said unto
him, This day is salvation come to this
house” (Luke xix. 9), which was impressed
very much upon her mind. A service was
conducted in the chapel, Lillie-roid, after
which we committed the mortal remains
of our dear sister to their last rosting-
place at Fulham Cemstery. Dezember 3lst,
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in sure and certain hopc of a glorious resur-
rcetion. A funeral sermon was delivered
from Thil. i, 21 on Lord's-day evening,
January 1st.

MARY ANN TAYIOR.

In loving memory of Mary Ann, wife of
James Tavlor. Oswestry, who died Nov. 10,
1808, aged 56, aud was interred in Oswestry
Ccmetery on November 12th.

“His love in times past

Forbids me to think

He'll leave me at last
In trouble to sink.

Each sweet Ebenezer
T have in review

Confirms His good pleasure
To help me quite throngh.™

“8o He giveth His beloved sleep” (Psa.
cxxvii. 2. Departed was danghter-in-law to
brother John Taylor. deacon of Spa-road.
Bermondsey. The end of the way was peace
—perleet peace.

NORA E. WHATMOUGIL

second daughter of the late Joseph What-
mough, was called to glory on January 3rd,
at Bournemouth, aged 24 years. Onr dear
sister was for several years a scholar in
Enon Sunday-school, Woolwich, and was
solemnly impressed from an address de-
livered Dby the superintendent from the
beautiful prayer, “Lord, help me;” “Lord,
save me.” She declared that through-life
and on her deathbed the comfort and peace
she enjoyed in praying those words. She
was also spiritually helped by the first
address the pastor gave at Enon. Aboutthe
age of 17 vears she removed to Erith, and
became connected with the Church where
our dear brother West labours. In 1892
symptoms of her father's disease were mani-
fest. Through the kindness of friends at
Erith and Woolwich. she resided at Vent-
nor for several months and became much
better. Our sister had a heart overflowing
with gratitnde to God and her friends for
all help received. After this she went into a
business house at Eastbourne, then she be-
came an invalid. For four months prior to
her death she was confined to her bed.
During most of the time she sweetly en-
joved her divine Master’s presence, and bore
His will. waiting very patiently for her Lord
to take her home. Those who visited her
during her last days were spiritually blessed
by the grace given to this dear afflicted one
and the manifested presence of the Lord
with her. Her end was peace, for the Lord
took her in a sweet sleep, so that her dear
sister and others with her were constrained
to say, ' May my last end be like hers.”

ALFRED E. WHITE,

for some time a member of the Church
worshipping at Lynton-road, Bermondsey,
exchanged earthly sorrows for heavenly
joyson November 30th, 1898, in his 25th year.
Like many of God’s people, he experienced
his dark seasons; yet he was enabled from
time to time to rpeak a word of comfort and
encouragement to many. It was soon
apparent that consumption was lorking in
his frame, and, in consequence of his bodily
weakness, he was unable to attend the house
of God regularly. He continued to grow
much weaker and was eventually com-
pelled to keep his bed, vet he proved the
truth of the words, “At evening time it
shall be light,” and also, “ We are saved by
hope.” It was clear to the friends who
visited him that he was longing to be
released from hix carthly tabernacle, so
that he might enjoy for ever the pleasures

THE EARTHEN
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that await the people of God. Shortly
before the spirit took its (ight lie wag heard
to say, “ 0 God, take me.” n prayer which
was quickly answered, for—
“ Now he sces His face,
And never, never sins:
But from the rivers of His grace
Drinks endless pleasures in.”

IN MEMORIAM.

IN ever-loving remembrance of our dear
mother, SARAH ANN CHISNALI, who
left us to join the thromg around the
thro.neg on February 8th, 1898, Isaiah
xxvi. 3,

OUR MELCHISEDEC.

THAT blessed Priest and King,
Who built Jerusalem,

Illustrates Christ. whom angels sing,
As born at Bethlehem.

Hence meaning of His name,
And city which He built,

Doth righteousness and peace proclaim
In Christ, and blood He spilt.

Yes, hidden pedigree,
With birth and death unknown,
Brings out our Lord’s eternity,
His everlasting throne,

“Without a father” shines
His manhood, {ree from fall;

While * without mother” faith divines
Jehovah over all.

Thus, days ere time hegun,
With life when time shall end,
Declares the Person of God’s Son,
"On Whom our souls depend.

Yes, everlasting King,
Eternal great High Priest,

Does to the Church all blessings bring :
O what a precious Chyist!

And might we know Him more,
His righteousness and blood,
As King of glory, heavens adore,
As Priest of Most High God?

Yes, great Melehisedec,
Sweet King and Priest, appear;
Let righteousness our souls bedeck,
Let love our spirits cheer.

Yes, Lord, bring bread and wine,
Bring living flesh and blood;
Thy substitution all divine,
For everlasting food.

And then, from sinners base,
Accept of humble praise—

Praise for divine, trinmphant grace,
‘Which gratitude shall raise.

As Abraham of yore,
Acknowledging God's Priest,

Gave ¢tenth of all possessed, we poor
Would bless our precious Christ.

Would give from grateful heart
An energetie life ; {part
‘Would serve Thy cause till death shal
And end this mortal life.

Aud then in triumph rise,
To view our King ard Priest,
Possess anticipated prize
In glory with our Christ,
‘Whose beauties angels sing,
‘Whose glories, known above
To all in glory, ever bring
Fresh praises to His love.

Rowley Regia. A. DYE.



PASTOR JOHN H. SNOW, OF PROVIDENCE, SLAITHWAITE, YORKS.
: (See page 68.)

-~ Zobinghimduess an Expegienged Fart.
By E. MITCHELL.

=

“I will mention the loyingkiﬁduesses of the Lord.”—Isaiah liiii. 7.

E continue our last month’s meditation on this grand theme. We
have no fear of exhausting the subject, and trust we shall not
weary our readers. In our former paper we touched upon some of the
mangfestations of ¢ the lovinglindness of the Lord.” We continue this
branch of our subject, but with a difference. Then we mentioned the
broad manifestations of lovingkindness in making a covenant of grace in
our behalf ; in the gift of God’s only begoften Son; and in preparing
heaven for our final home. Now we would regard His lovingkindnesses as
exhibited toward us in HIS PERSONAL DEALINGS WITH US.

* The second Paper on this text.
Vor. LV. Marcu, 1899. ) F



60 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

God manifested His lovingkindness toward us in sparing us in the
duys of owr unregeneracy. Some who will read these words grew up to
manhood’s estate strangers to God and godliness. God's claims upon us
as our Creator and Preserver were not recognized by us. We were rebels
against His authority, and in league with His enemies. Sin of every
kind is a great provocation to God. As He is holy, it is an abomination
to Him ; and as He is a just and righteous Governor the breaches of
His law call aloud to Him for vengeance. As Abel’s blood cried to God,
so does every sin cry to Him, the Lawgiver and Judge, to avenge the
insult put upon His authority. Sinisno trifle. Fools may mock at it, but
wise men tremble as they regard it. As we think of the years in which
we lived rebels against God; as we remember many of our old
companions who perished apparently in their sin ; as we contemplate
our innumerable provocations of the Majesty of heaven, we are amazed
at the lovingkindness which spared us, and sing tremblingly, yet with
holy joy and adoration : —

«“ He saw me ruined in the fall,
Yet loved me notwithstanding all;

He saved me from my lost estate,
His lovingkindness. O how great !

Lovingkindness not only spared to smite us in our sin, but it also
preserved our lives, when to die would have been endless ruin. A
thousand dangers lurk around us every day, and lay in wait to strike
us down. DBut the ever watchful eye of lovingkindness has been over
and upon us, and we were preserved until His time came to call us by
His grace. Not a few of us can remember hair-breadth escapes. The
writer may, perhaps, be allowed to mention one instance in which loving-
kindness preserved him when a godless youth from imminent death. He
was amusing himself with other youths on a barge which was moored to
a wharf. The ropes that held the barge allowed it to slowly swing out
into the stream some seven or eight feet, and then to swing back again.
He was standing on the edge of the barge, and resting his arms on the
side of the wharf, when one of the other youths suddenly thrust the barge
out into the stream, and he fell into the river, but retained his hold on
the side of the wharf, with his body immersed up to his chest. The
barge swung out as far as the moorings admitted, and then swung back
again, and must have crushed him between its sides and the wharf to
which he was clinging; but lovingkindness was watching over him, and
a man, attracted by the cries of the other youths, arrived on the scene at
the nick of time, and lifted him out of his perilous position. Thus
lovingkindness preserved the writer, though he must confess, to his
shame, he gave no thought to his Preserver, nor returned Him any thanks
at the time. But with mind enlightened we look back, and while we
shudder at the danger, and our thoughtlessness and hardness of heart,
we bless Him, and sing to His praise :—

“ Preserved in Jesus when my feet made haste to hell,
And there I should have been, but Thou dost all things well;

Thy love was great, Thy mercy free,
Which from the pit delivered me.”

Lovingkindness convinced us of our lost and ruined state. We did
not know that it was love, but thought that wrath had overtaken us.
Our sins laid hold upon us, and our iniquities became a burden heavier
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than we could bear., What we then mistook for anger, we have since
learned was love :—
“ Thus the eternal counsel ran,
¢ Almighty love, arrest that man!’'”

Love made us sensible of our true condition, tore the bandages from our
eyes, let the light of His Word into our soul, and filled our heart wich
distress on account of our sin. This was preparatory work, and necessary
in order to our deliverance and salvation. Lovingkindness kills in order
to make alive, and wounds that it may heal. It shrinks not from
inflicting pain when it is necessary for our welfare. We had never
known the Saviour had we not have been convinced of sin.

Lovingkindness graciously received and pardoned us. 1t had been as
a fire burning underground before, now it burst forth into visible

flame : —
¢ His love, from eternity fixed upon you,
Broke forth and discovered its flame,
When each with the cords or His kindness He drew,
And taught you to love His great name.”

We can never forget those words which snapped our bonds, banished
our fears, and filled our heart with ¢ joy unspeakable and full of glory:”
“Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love; therefore with loving-
kindness have I drawn thee.” The choicest of love’s stores were lavished
on the returning prodigal. The old rotten rags were stripped off, and
the best robe placed upon us. Shoes were put on our feet, and a ring
upon our finger. The fatted calf was killed, we sat down to the feast,
and the music and the dancing were delightful. Mercy and loving-
kindness were then indeed the boast of our heart, and the theme of our
song. The sweet recollection of those halcyon days in some measure
abides with us now, and we “ will mention the lovingkindnesses of the
Lord.”

Lovingkindness has been continued fo us. When first our souls
rejoiced in mercy experienced we determined to live to the praise of Him
who had done so great things for us. Our whole life should be a psalm
of praise and thanksgiving. We meant it, even as Peter meant to die
with rather than to deny his Lord. We knew but little of ourselves,
and were unacquainted with our own weakness. We sometimes contrast
what our life has been with what we intended it should be, and are
greatly humbled and saddened thereby. Alas, how ungrateful and
forgetful we have been! To what tests we have put His love! But
His lovingkindnesses have never failed.

‘ Often I feel my sinful heart,

Prone from my Jesus to depart ;

But, though I have Him oft forgot,

His lovingkindness changes not.”
What He has borne with aud from us! How oft He has restored us,
and led us again in the paths of righteousness! Shame and coufusion
of face are ours, but lovingkindnesses belong unto the Lord, and we will
mention them to His praise.

Lovingkindness secures our future. Our God is a faithful and not a
fickle God. The love so manifest in the past will be equally illustrated
in the future. We neither know nor are concerued to know how many
years or days are allotted us to remain on earth. But death is certain,
and draws near apace ; yet lovingkindness will suffice us even then.
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* Soon shall T pass the gloomy vale,

Soon all my mortal pow’rs must fail ;-~
O! may my last expiring breath

His lovinglindness sing wn death.

Then let me mount, and soar away
To the bright realms of endless day;
And sing, with rapture and surprise,
His lovinghindness in the skies.”

“ I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord.”

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. IV,
Pastor Jon~N H. Sxow, oF PROVIDENCE, SLAITHWAITE, YORKS.

EAR BRroTHER IN THE FAITH,—According to your request, a
few details of the lovingkindness of the Liord are forwarded, which
1 pray He will be pleased to bless to some seeker or servant of God.

1 was born on August 15, 1867, at Hull; but was so soon removed
in God’s providence that my furthest recollections carry me to a time
when, travelling from place to place, seeing the pleasures of sin in
theatrical life, it was desired by ope that I should go with him and
receive training to appear on the stage ; but the all-wise God over-ruled
this. All thanks to my God for deliverance from a career so near the
confines of hell.

After settling in Sheffield, I attended St. James’s Church Sunday-
school, where the germ of eternal life was first planted in my heart.
When seven or eight years of age, my eyes were opened to the sinfulness
of sin, the Sabbath-school was dear to me, and, as time went by, the
house of God seemed like the New Jerusalem come down upon earth.

The Rev. James Battersby, whose sermons are well known, came as
Vicar of the above Church, and under his ministry the Gospel of free
grace was richly blessed to me. What happy days were these! The
Word of God was food to me, and there was a gradual awakening ; so
that my plea was, I well remember :— :

¢ Q Thou, from whom all goodness flows,
I lift my soul to Thes; :

In all my sorrows, conflicts, woes,
Good Lord, remember me.”’

The name of Jesus was precious, access to the throne of grace was prized
and taken advantage of, the Scriptures were a mine of wisdom and
delight, but there was “a dead fly in the ointment : * self was battling
against grace, the admonitions and expositions of my teachers were
rejected. I must work ; T must do my part, and God the remainder.

Thus T proceeded earnestly and laboriously for some time, but was
burdened, learning more and more my helplessness and filthiness, After
the services of God's house T usually went alone to meditate and pray
about what I had heard from the lips of that gracious man, whom I still
remember with affection for the means of good he was to my soul. I
wished to hear of divine things only, or otherwise to be in solitude,
which caused my associates to say, “ There was something strange about
him,” and others dubbed me as “ cynical.” So matters grew worse and
worse, little or no light, comfort, or liberty, until one Lord’s-day iu the
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summer of 1889, as I was going to my class in the afternoon, I was so
overcome with a sense of my guilt, and a darkness that could be felt,
that I could go no further, but returned home: “my soul was filled
with bitterness.” Here God, who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, shone into my heart, whilst with tears and prayers I cried for
grace and help through Jesus Christ. Now I sang, with spirit and
understanding, “Grace, ’tis a charming sound.” My soul made her
boast in God. .

About this time I was ab Communion in the same Church (having
been confirmed), when the words, ‘“ This is My body which is broken
for you,” entered my soul with such power, bringing peace and pardon,
that with Thomas 1 was enabled to say of Jesus, “My Lord and my
God.” Now my hope and salvation was in Christ alone;

NOT I, BUT CHRIST,
was my theme. I esteemed His Word more and more, and began to see
a subject which had not before engaged my attention. As I read in the
New Testament, baptism came before me repeatedly, causing me to
search and enquire into this matter, but being in the Church of England
I received no help to a right decision.

During the year 1891 I had a long and severe illness, from which my
friends thought I should not recover ; but Psalm xci. was sealed to me
by the Holy Spirit, so that I was buoyed with hope in God, and caused
to pray according to the desire which had been with me for two years,
that if the Lord would be pleased to spare and raise me again, and open
the way, I would serve him in the work of the ministry.

Having gained sufficient strength to resume my occupation, I received
a postcard from a gentleman unknown to me, asking me to preach at
a Mission-room in Sheffield, which place I had never seen. This [
took as a marked answer to prayer, and conferred not with flesh and
blood, but went, though still in bodily weakness, and preached on
John x. 11, which sermon God did indeed bless to ome old lady, and
cansed an awakening in the place after knowledge. The people had not
heard free grace preached before, so that to some I was as a barbarian.

Connection with this place brought me in contact with the Strict
Baptists, reports from two different sources reaching brethren Taylor and
Elam, of Sheffield, who encouraged me, and through them I was introduced
to the Church of Christ meeting in Wortley-road, Masbro’. Graduaally I
was weaned from the State Church, and was baptized and received into
fellowship the first Sunday in April, 1894, by Mr. Elam, at Masbro’.
Here I preached during the following twelve months with much accept-
ance, and was chosen as their pastor on April 21, 1895. We had many
happy and profitable times together.

After preaching the fivst time at Providence Chapel, Slaithwaite,
I began to be stirred and perplexed in spirit about going into the
ministry altogether, and leaving commercial life. I had such exercises
at this time that I doubted what these things could mean. I argued like
Moses against it. What wrestlings I had with God before I was resigned
to leave that which appeared likely to be very lucrative in a short time;
But by the still, small voice I was melted, and brought to say, ““ Thy will
be done.” .

In this matter I had many gracious promises and sweet portions
given me from God’s Word, but had not known any one in the same
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way; and here the “ E.V. & G. H.” was made of great service, for a
little of one and another's experiences therein recorded agreed with
mine. [ was drawn towards the mountain of the Lord’s house here ; at
the same time an answer came as an audible voice, and remained with
me many days, “ Go to Slaithwaite.”” The people were led in & manner
agrecing with these things, which ended in them calling me as their
nnder-shepherd, and my settlement amongst them, on January 1, 1898,
The Liord has fulfilled the promise with which He sent me here,

“ CERTAINLY I WILL BE WITH THEE,”

and has favoured us with His presence, power, and prosperity, thirteen
members being added during the year just ended.

‘“When all Thy mercies, O my God !
My rising soul surveys ;
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love, and praise.

Through every period of my life
May I Thy love proclaim ;

And after death, in distant worlds,
Resume the glorious theme!”

Yours in the hope of the Gospel,
Joux H. Sxow.

OUR YOUNG. PEOPLE'S PAGE.
By H. S. L.
MaNiFoLD WORKS OF WISDOM.

No. 3.—Bees.

“ MHE little busy bee,” is a very familiar insect, and we have all heard

a good deal about it in some way or other. There are several
sorts of Dbees beside those that we are accustomed to see in our gardens.
In the South of Europe there is a violet carpenter bee found. It is black
with violet wings, with which it flies noisily in the sunshine, and having
found a suitable place to make her nest, the female gnaws into the wood
of the post or tree she has chosen, and then, turning downward makes a
large tunnel in the inside of it, to the length of a foot or more. She
then collects a quantity of honey and pollen, which she puts in the
bottom of the nest, and lays an egg there, covering all with a roof of rings
made of the fine “sawdust” of her carpentry, carefully threaded to-
gether. This ceiling forms the floor of her next story ; so she goes on
building, and furnishing her rooms until her house reaches the desired
dimensions. In various tropical countries there are about 100 different
species of these ¢ carpenters.”” One kind found in Brazil is more than
an inch long, velvet, black and green, with bands of yellow, and some
red hairs upon it.

Then there is the mason bee, whose nest is formed of fine grains
of sand firmly joined together by a sort of salivary glue, aud built upon
walls, some lollow place of which serves for a good foundation. The
bee then builds a cell something like a finger-stall, with the opening up-
wards, smooth inside, and rough outwardly ; she supplies it with food,
lays an egg, closes up the top, and then makes another, but not more
than ten of them have been found together.



AND GOSPEIL:. HERALD. 71

The “ leaf-cutters " are found in many places; hees who line their
nests with sinall pieces of the leaves of rose, laburnum, and other trees,
cutting the pieces out very neatly, rolling them up, and carrying them
home between their legs, and so arranging them as to separate the
different cells, One kind likes bright upholstery, and chooses the flowers
of the poppy to furnish the rooms of her home,

The wild bees of South America are numerous, though some are very
small ; they generally live in hollow trunks of trees, but they also build
in holes in the ground, and plaster their houses with clay, and resinous
material. In making their cells they are much more lavish in the use of
their wax than the hive bees, they have thick walls, some are supported
by wax pillars, and their store places are also large and massive.

In our own country different kinds of bees are found; those
called “humble ” living socially together, but in much fewer numbers
than the hive bees, many of them making no cells, but simply storing
their nests with pollen (or seed-dust), and honey, where they lay their
eggs, which having become larve or caterpillars, spin themselves a trans-
parent silken covering, or ¢ cocoon,” in which they remain for nearly a
year, when the perfect bees come forth to found new families and
homes. '

The hive bees are, however, the best-known of the whole race of
these busy creatures, because since the introduction of glass-honses the
bee-keeper has been able to study their habits closely, and these are
wonderfully interesting. The bee community consists of (Jueen bees,
Drones, and Workers., The Queen is also the mother of her large family,
and only one can preside in any hive at one time. The Drones do not
seem qualified for working, as they have not those hairy projections
which enable the workers to carry home their pollen, etc., as in a basket;
and the workers also form the wax of the honeycombs in their own
bodies. It is said that at certain times they cling together, looking like
a great curtain, and by their own warmth the wax projects from them
like thin plates, they then separate from each other, and masticating it
by fragments in their mouths, it becomes workable, and the marvellous
honeycombed cells are proceeded with. What wonderful instinct God
has provided these little builders with, to ¢ spread their wax "’ so * neatly,”
and construct their various “cradles” and store-closets, so as to provide
the greatest roominess in the smallest space, and the cells vary in size
according to the use to be made of them.

In some hives there are 40,000 to 50,000 working-bees, and a strong
healthy queen will lay from 2,000 to 3,000 eggs daily in the height of
summer, so there is always plenty to do in feeding her, and caring for the
young ones. The eggs being hatched, the insects pass through the
various stages of growth and development, and on the 21st day of their
lives emerge from their cells, which are then cleaned ont, and got ready
for another occupant, which process goes on until the Autnmn. The
lives of some of the workers are very short indeed, and the drones often
come to an untimely end; but the average life of a queen bee is fowr
years.

4 The surviving bees live in their hive during winter, feeding ou the
honey stored up during the summer, each cell having been covered with
a wax lid which keeps it nice and good, then in the spring a general
“ house cleaning ” takes place, and some of the community emigrate to
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form a new hive. Thus the race gets perpetuated from year to year,and
the very jealousy of the queen bees, which will never tolevate a rival,
leads to fresh communities being established, and to the increase of the
honey-makers.

The lesson of industry has for many ages been taught by the work-
ing-bee, and as in the case of the ants, prudence, skill, and carefulness,
are inculcated also. But I was very much struck once to read how very
little honey can be stored in a season by each individual bee, yet how very
much is produced by the combined efforts of the numerous * swarms.”
And this shews us that none of us need be discouraged because we cannot
do muck good. Do you ask, What can you do? We answer by the bee’s
example, Do what you can. And that was what Jesus said of her who
anointed Him at Bethany, *“ 8he hath done what she could.” O that the
same lips might say the same of each one of us! And then, we may say,
that while many other creatures eat honey, bees make it, so may it be
our privilege to make some sweetness for other lives besides our own, and
be not only blessed but made a blessing.

Honey has always been prized ; the land of Canaan was said to flow
with Aoney, and “ pleasant words " are compared to a honeycomb. Such
was David’s estimate, however, of God’s TWord that he said, “ How sweet
are Thy words unto my taste, yea, siweefer than honey unto my mouth ! *
and he also said, O faste and seet that the Lord is good, blessed is the
man that trosteth in Him.”

Is the Gospel thus sweet to our taste ? If not, it is because we have
no spiritual palate, no true understanding. * Blessed are they who hunger
snd thirst after righteousness.” May this blessedness be ours, for then
we shall be filled and satisfied with the favour of the Lord. With one
thus favoured we would pray,

¢ O fill me with Thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o'erflow,
With kindling thought, and glowing word,
Thy praise to tell, Thy love to show.”

Amen, so let it be !

THE MERCY-SEAT.
(Heb, ix. 5.)

By W. KerN, BrrHESDA, IPswICH.

FIRST, the construction of it (see Exod. xxv. 10). Theark was to be
made of shittim wood and pure gold. The wood may type out the
humanity of Christ; the gold His divinity ; the wood and gold were
united and made the one ark; the wood remained wood, and the gold
remained gold. So in our precious Christ we see two distinct natures
joined in one blessed, complex person—divine and human. The human
remains human, and the divine remains divine—distinct but united—the
Son of God and the Son of Man.

. Then in Exod. xxv. 17, a mercy-seat, or lid, was to be made of pure
gold, it was to exactly fit the ark—not to overlap or underlap. Now
this lid, or covering, may point us to Christ’s one perfect sacrifice. He

* Psa. cxix. 103. T Psa. xxxiv. 8.
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offered Himself to God a sacrifice of a sweet smelling savour, which God
accepted and was perfectly satisfled with, so that He could smile on the
Offerer and the one offering—the offering is for ever ; its greatness and
importance will continue for ever.

SecoND.——The condescension on it. ““ And there will I meet with
thee ” (Exod. xxv. 22).  There oNLY—nowhere else—there will I come
So our God came and stood on this lid and manifested Himself. So He
does still on the throne of grace. Here He waits to be gracious, having
heaven and earth at His command, waiting to answer prayer.

Then blood was to be sprinkled on the mercy-seat and before the
mercy-seat. So, when God came to meet sinners, there was blood. Here
He stood, waited, spake, shone, smiled, blest. Then there was blood
where the sinner kaoelt. So, when God looked down, He looked through
sacrificial blood. And this i3 the only way a guilty sinner can possibly
look up. So the blood-stained seat is still the appointed place, the
appreciated place, the only place where an holy God and a guilty sinner
can meet—the one to be satisfied, the other to be saved. Here we have
satisfaction and salvation.

Then in the ark there were the tables of the covenant—i.e,, the law—
the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded. The
tables in the ark teach us the law was magnified and made honourable
in a precious Christ. Nothing to alarm a trembling sinner coming to
the mercy-seat. Then the golden pot with the manna teaches us that
there is always a fulness in Christ—a sufficiency in Christ—to supply
and satisfy every one who comes hungering and thristing after righteous-
ness. Therod teaches us that our great High Priest buds with immortal
life, and blossoms with majestic beauty, and bears the first ripe fruit for
the refreshment and renewal of all His home-coming family. One said,
“ And His fruit was sweet to my taste.”” Dear reader, have you had

A TASTE OF THIS PRECIOUS FRUIT ?
If so, you are certainly on your way to heaven.

“ A few more days, or months, or years,
In this dark desert to complain,
A few more sighs, a few more tears,
And we shall bid adieu to pain.”

THirD.—The connection fo it. Regeneration connects sinners with
the mercy-seat. Saul of Tarsus was connected with it on his way to
Damascus; the Lord said, “ Behold, he prayeth.” He had on'y said his
prayers before. David was connected—he said, I found trouble and
sorrow, then

(XOT TILL THEN)

called I on the name of the Lord.” He (v.e., every convinced sinner)
shall pray unto God as urged by necessity, as drawn by the Spirit. “I
will pour on the house of David, and the inhabitants of Jernsalem, the
spirit of grace and supplication,” and then they pour back, for real
prayer is the breath of God in man returning whence it came.

“TLove is the sacred fire within,
And prayer the ascending flame,
Prayer was appointed to convey
The blessings God designs to give:
Praying souls Heloves to hear,
And praying souls He’ll crown.”
G
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There is every encouragement for praying souls in the Word of God.
Whenever our God inclines a soul to pray He has an ear to hear, for to
Him theve’s music in a groan and beauty in a tear, Our God hears the
desires of the humble.

FouRTH.— The communications from i, All who are conuected with
the niercy-seat will certainly have communications from it time after
time. They will receive strength (see Isa. x1.), *“ They that wait on the
Lord shall renew their strength ; * they shall be strengthened in their
inner man, their souls shall be strengthened.

They will receive 4elp. He sends them help in answer to their cries
and groaus, and tears, from His sanctuary, throne, merey-seat; and they
find it timely help; just when they needed it. ‘A very present help
in their time of trouble.” Sometimes their troubles, like mountains,
seem to reach the skies,

“ With scarce a gleam of hope between.,”
But they can bear testimony that

&

. . . as oft as troubles come,
Their Jesus sends some cheering ray,
And that strong arm shall bear them home,
Which thus protects them by the way.”

They will receive grace in answer to prayer. When the thorn pricks,
when affliction bows them down, when bitter trials surround them, and
their hearts are full of heaviness, He whispers, ¢ My grace is sufficient
for thee,” and they are sustained, and encouraged, and enabled to say,
“ It is the Lord, let Him do as seemeth good in His sight.”

They will receive light. He moves them to look unto Him by faith
and they are lightened, they are illuminated, their darkness is dispersed,
their heaviness removed, and they are favoured to

¢, .. read their titles clear
To mansions in the skies.”

They will receive Peace, a real peace, a spiritual peace, as they are
favoured with tokens of His love, and manifestations of His pardoning
mercy to their souls and consciences ; a peace resting on, and flowing
from, the blood of His cross, which is solid and lasting.

They will receive encouragemsnt. He meets with them and com-
munes with them, warms their hearts, revives their spirits, and causes
them to

“ Mount up with eagle wings to soar,
Then time and sense seems all no more,

And heaven comes down their souls to greet,
And glory crowns the mercy-seat.”

Then they can with confidence affirm, Jesus is mine, and I am His ;
thanks to eternal love endearing the mercy-seat to them, causing them
to exclaim,
0 sacred spot where spirits blend,
And friend holds fellowship with friend,
Cling to and prize the sure retreat,
That’s found before the mercy-seat,”

as they are travelling home.

They will receive direction in answer to * Show me now Thy way.”

“Show me what I have to do,
Every hour my strength renew.”
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He in His own time answers, “ This is the way, walk ye in it.” This
may be a very painful one, a very rough one, a very trying one, but
since He leads it must be the right one, and the one that leads to His right
hand, * Where there is fulness of joy and pleasures for evermore.” To
have the inward persuasion that the way I am now walking is the path
marked out for me by my elder Brother’s bleeding hand, for—

“Tho' rough and thorny be the road,
It leads us on apace to God.”

Then let us count our present trials small, because heaven will make
amends for all.

They will receive personal selvation—a knowledge of salvation by
the remission of all their sins made known to them by the blessed Spirit.
This is the old-fashioned way, this is the God-ordained way, this is the
only way—a knowledge of my salvation, the salvation of my precious
soul by the remission of all my sins, and while faith is in exercise, can
sin

& ¢ Christ is mine; He cannot fail me;

All is well.”

Dear reader, Are you a suppliant at the blood-stained seat? Ts
the great High Priest your friend ? Remember He is the only one who
can save a guilty sinner from the wrath to come. If you die a stranger to
the mercy-seat, you will have to stand guilty and ashamed at the judg-
ment seat to be sent away to everlasting punishment.

A FEW OBSERVATIONS ON THE EXPRESSION—
“1 AM THAT I AM.” ‘
(See Exod. iii. 14.)

OME good people have understood this expression as being equivalent
merely, to *“ 7 am WHAT J am.” But if the passage could be so
paraphrased, there would, to begin with, be an inherent weakness, and a
want of significance in it ; for any ereated being could without profanity
use it. We can each and all justly say, ““T am ewhet I am:” there
would be, so to say, nothing in it.

No! In the expression, “ I am that I am,” the first ** Tamn ™ must
of necessity be taken as a verb, and the second “7 am’ as a title, or
proper noun. The word * that’ must be considered a demonstrative
pronoun, pointing out emphatically to Moses (in a manner producing in
his mind a mingled feeling of deep reverence and comfort), the infinite
distance between himself and the great “ Iam.” If the expression is used
in accordance with this analysis, the meaning becomes at once over-
whelmingly important, and the word “ what,” a compound relative,
signifying ¢‘ that which ™ (the use of which would wrongly make the
second “ I am ™ also a verb), could in no wise be admitted.

It had pleased God to reveal Himself to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
by the name of ‘‘the Almighty God” only; and there had been no
further revelation of Himself until the incident of His answer to the
question of Moses as to the anticipated enquiry of the Israelites when
Moses should announce his mission as being given by ¢ the God of their
fathers.”” They would ask, “What is His name?” (Exod. iii. 13). The
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Lord, therefore, commissioned Moses to say to them, *“ 7 am hath sent
me unto you.” So that “I am” was the title of God Almighty, and He
was graciously pleased to reveal Himself a second time to Moses by that
title in the former part of the verse (ver. 14), by the expression, ** 7 am
that I am,”—* I am THE I am,” but more emphatically, ¢ 7 am taAT [
ani ;7“1 am,” that self-existent, and eternal Being, who can only be
described as the eternal I am,” whose existence is an eternal “now,”
without beginning or ending.

God was further pleased to communicate to Moses (Exod. vi. 2, 3),
His sacred name “JEHOVAH,” “ I am the Lord,” or I am Jehovah, and
to tell Moses that by this sacred name He was not known to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. So then, comparing the two passages respectively, in
Exod. iii. and vi., the expression, ‘“7 am that I am,” might be safely
paraphrased, “ I am that Jehovah,” for there can be no doubt that the
“I am,” and the ‘““Jehovah” were both intended to include all the
eternal perfections and attributes of our covenant God.

. W.A. M.
Forest Gate, Jan, 17th, 1899.

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

OD is the only Being who has a right to do exactly as He pleases.
** He doeth as He pleaseth in the armies of heaven, and among the
inhabitants of the earth.” His supremacy none can overthrow. He
reigns over all, and always. His power and His will are equal. ¢ His
own hands perform His enterprise.” He reigns in nature, in providence,
and in grace. He exalts or casts down. * Justice and judgment are
the habitation of His throne.” He is holiness itself. Salvation is an
act of sovereignty. He saves whom, when, where, and how He pleases.
Salvation is not speculation, nor an experiment. He will save, and none
shall prevent it. He saves by His Son. His is “ the only name given
under heaven among men whereby we must be saved.” There is no
other way of escape from the wrath to come. Thirty years since, this
truth of God’s absolute right to do as He shall see fit was burnt into our
very being. It has saved us from having been swept away by the waves.
of relicious wildness and excitement that have passed, and are still
passing over our land. Destinies are in God’s hands.

Grace has a throne. It reigns unto eternal life. He is the God of
all grace. Grace saves. It is free, rich, exhaustless, sanctifying. The
grace-saved soul renounces all of self, and depends entirely on God’s
favour. It is given absolutely, abundantly, and effectually. It is laid
up in Christ, and given by Christ. In God’s presence we have no other
standing. Grace subdues sin, and removes guilt. * Grace, 'tis a
charming sound.” ¢ By grace are ye saved.” It is “not of works.”
Sinner, God’s grace is free to the worst of men. Expect salvation in no
other way, and from no other source. He condemns in equity, He saves
by sovereign grace. He reveals His salvation. He was under no
obligation to save any, yet He has determined to save a number that no.
man can number. It must be done. Salvation is sure. To God be all
the glory. F. G. B.

Wellingborough.
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QUESTIONS OF THE BIBLE.
(Continued from page 297, October, 1898).

V—“Wuar Must I no TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE ?”
(Luke xviii. 18).

MEN have been doing for 6,000 years, and I suppose will go on doing

down to the end of time, and this young ruler is only a typical
example of many. He recognised in Jesus a great teacher, a wonderful
preather and a kindly man, but nothing more. See, he calls Him
“ Good Master,” unlike Blind Bartimzeus with ‘ Thou Son of David,”
or the Syro-Phcenician, who called Him * Lord,” or Nathanael, who
addressed Him as “Son of God.” But the young ruler called Him
“Good Master.” Doubtless, this young man was a most amiable
character, for Jesus loved him; he was enthusiastic, zealous, and
upright ; he wanted to be a reformer; he was, what the world
calls now, religious ; and he came to Jesus, the humble and lowly Jesus,
with his heart uplifted with the pride of what he had done and what he
could do. His mode of addressing the Lord shows he recognised only a
higher and greater reformer than himself. And the Lord takes him on
his own terms. Oh! sinner, seeking the Lord, be sure, He’ll take you on
your own terms if you approach Him wrongly. His way is that you
should be broken down with a sense of your utter and awful sinfulness
and your inability to do any good thing. TLook at the pharisee and the
publican. The pharisee came in his own rags of self-righteousness.
God did not accept him on those terms, but the publican came in God’s
way, emptied of self, crying, ¢ God be merciful to me a sinner ! Yes,
that is God’s way, and bless His holy name, He says, “ A broken and a
contrite heart, I will not despise.”

The question implies that the young ruler evidently considered he
had only to do something to inherit eternal life, but he didn’t quite
know what. The Lord met him in his own way, asked him what he had
done, and enumerated the commandments, whereupon the young man
impatiently breaks in, “ All these have I kept from my youth up; what
lack I yet 7"’ And he got his answer. Of course, it was an impossible
condition. We shall see why presently.

“What must I do?” Oh! these doings! How many a poor soul is
grinding, a captive to doings! He sees God’s wrath hanging over him,
and he recognises he deserves it, and his mind rushes off how to appease
the anger ? how to inherit eternal life ? what must I do? Nothing.
That’s the teaching of God's Word. Look at one or two instances. The
Israelites are encamped at the Red Sea ; the enemy is behind, the sea in
front, and the mountains on either hand. ¢ What must we do?”
Nothing. ¢ Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord.” Again, the
people are hungry and thirsty in the wilderness. “ What must we
do? " Dig holes in the ground ? Send out foraging parties? No;
“T will send manna and bring water from the rock.” The people are

encamped before Jericho. “ What must we do ?” Nothing ; wait and
see what the Lord will do. Hezekiah is in dire distress. Sennacherib’s
hosts are round about Jerusalem. ‘*What must T do?” Go out and

fight ? or trust to reinforcements from Egypt 7 Nothing. Trust to the
Lord. Your enemies shall be scattered. What shall I say more ? 1
could mention Elijah, Elisha, Jehosaphat, David, and Peter. God’s
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people did nothing.  Why is it that God requires us to do nothing to
wherit eternal life 7 Turn up Galatians ii. 16 : “ By the work of the
law shall no flesh be justified.” Why ? RBecause man has proved his
utter inability to keep all the law perfectly. God knew that ; He knew
that, in his sinfal, fallen nature, man could not keep the works of the
law. Why then do men continunally do ? Becanse the heart of man is
continually lifted up in pride. God had to come down to stay the
building of the tower of Babel, and that is a type of what proud, sinful
man has been trying to do ever since—build a tower up to heaven, a
tower of works, and rituals, aud creeds, a tower of the sacrifices of
abominations. This is why Christ imposed an impossible condition on
the young ruler, because He knew that man can do nothing to inherit
eternal life.  Who then, and, how shall it be, shall inherit eternal life ?
Look to Revelation vii. See the great, white-robed throng, which no
man could number, but God could. How are they there ? ¢ These are
they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” Ask any of them,
“ Did you do anything to get here ?”* ** Do anything ! ” would be the
surprised answer, “ no, I did nothing. I was a poor, lost, rebellious
sinner, but He died for me, He washed my sins away in His own most
precious blood, and He did it all from beginning to end.”

THE WORD OF COMMAND TO BELIEVERS.
“Go forward.”—Exodus xiv. 15.

THESE words were given by the Lord to Moses, when pursued by that arcient
tyrant, Pharach. And the people of God encamped between two mountains,
Pi-hahiroth and Migdol, the sea before them the Egyptians behind them, and
apparently no way of escape from the slaughtering army, or going back as
captives to the hardened-hearted monarch, but the same Lord said He would
fight for them; and though trials have beset you, dear brethren and sisters, in
grace and providence, Jehovah has fought for you and been better to you than
all your fears, giving bread for the body and heavenly bread and water from the
Rock of Ages; the fiery, cloudy pillar has gone before you, and though
mysteriously you have had to say, It has been the right way,” and acknow-
ledge the goodness and faithfulness of Jehovah, passing from 1898 into 1899,
saying, * Can it be true 7898 is past, with all its mercies, joys, and sorrows, and we
are in the land of the living, the living whom God the Holy Ghost has quickened
into spiritual life, in and by Jesus Christ whois the resurrectionand life eternal ?
Time is always advancing—the minute, the hour, the day, the week, the year. all
go forward. Do they leave us behind? No, we advance with the same speed.

You, dear reader, must not consider in pressing this upon your attention, as
exhorting you to go forward with time, but in what way to advance by the teach-
ing and leadings of the Holy Ghost on and in your own souls. )

May the Lord enable us to * Go forward " with humbleness of mind, not
self-confidence as if we had always acted wisely or meritoriously in the past
years, but, clothed with humility, by grace striving to ‘“walk humbly with our
God,” not only on the Lord's-days but week-days, and to ‘ Go forward,” in
gratitude, in remembrance of the Lord's mercies. Have they not been new every
morning and every evening? Has not the Lord daily favoured you with His
benefits ? Then, added thereto, is the glorious hope that you are Jesus Christ's
property and He is yours, now and evermore, and that He has preserved you in
your going out and coming in. And then how strengthening our sabbatical and
weekly gatherings in the earthly courts of our God, however humble,

“Wearied with earthly trial and care,
The day of rest how sweet;

To breathe the Sabbath’s joyous air,
And sit at Jesu#r’ feet.”
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Wha.i‘: enjoyments have we had in the ordinances of His house, and who but
the Almighty Spirit “ has helped our infirmities.” whose joy has been our strength,
whose arm has been our support ? May you “ Go forward,” strengthened under
& sense of present aid in opposition to complainings and murmurings, admitting
that the New Year has found you in the wilderness, yet, like the Israelites of old,
have you not found grace in the wilderness? and cannot you distinguish
btheen your desert and your supplies ? Need you be told that though in the
wilderness, you are not alone there? that you have the fiery, cloudy pillar to
guide you there, that you have waters from the Rock to follow and refresh you
there, that you have manna from the clouds to feed and strengthen you there,
that you have the mercy-seat, and God holding communion with you there? May
the Holy Ghost enable you to say :—

“His love in times past forbids us to think,
He'll leave us at last in trouble to sink;
Each sweet Ebenezer we have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help us quite through.”

May the power of Jehovah rest on your soul, who has said, “ As thy days so
shall thy strength be,” and * I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” You
may look for continued conflicts, trials and temptations from enemies within
and without, but “ Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel, I will help
thee, saith the Lord, and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel.” Poor tried
soul, ““ Though shalt thresh the mountains and beat them small, and shall make
the hills as chaff.” This the writer knows from long experience. ‘‘Nay, in all
I:hesg things we are (and shall be) more than conquerors through Him that
oved us.”

. May you, dear Christian, ¢‘ Go forward” with frequent thoughts of your
Journey’s end, being brought a year nearer to it. * It is high time to awake out
of sleep.” “ Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.” This year may
be your heavenly home year, when you will leave the winds and waves you now
contend with and enter the desired haven and ‘“see Him whom your soul
loves,” and

“Drink endless pleasures in.”

Is this the case with you, dear reader ? Are you a lover of the Lord Jesus, and
His people ? You may have to pass out of time into eternity this year ; if so, do
you love to hear of Jesus and full salvation by grace through His righteousness,
being justified by faith and by His atoning blood washing your sins away ? If not,
you are not ‘“ born again.” Read what Jesus said, ¢ Except a man be born again
he cannot enter the kingdom of God " (John iii. 3). May the Holy Ghost fix it
upon your soul. Amen. J. FLory.

Stanley-road, Manor-park, Essex.

“ MINISTERIAL FIDELITY.”

Substance of a Paper read at the Pastors’ Conference of Hunts. and Cambs.,
held at Wisbech, October 12th, 1898,

By Joux T. PETERS.

BrLovEp BRETHREN,—While every relationship in life—Political, Social.
Domestic, or Church life—necessarily involves responsibility and demands
fidelity, there can be no relationsbip which more imperatively demands it than
that in which we stand as the ininisters of Jesus Christ ; hence the subject is
both timely, and of the utmost importance.

Our position is both a blessed and solemn one—to be God’s ambassadors,
and to stand between the living and the dead ; to take forth the precious from
the vile ; to be a savour of life unto life to one, and of death unto death to
another ; to be a fatler, counsellor, shepherd, steward, friend ; and withal. to
be a mark for the enemy, and to be watched by the foe. We may well
exclaim,  Who is sufficient for these things ? " But faithfulness is demanded.

I.—To Him wro HATH cALLED Us. This is of paramount importance,
for no man taketh this lonour upon himself, but he that was called of God, as
was Aaron. Hence our chief aim should be to please Him, to be faithful to
Him who hath called us—first out of uature’s darkness, and then to be Hix
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servants. It is the sole prerogative of God to call, equip, qualify, and send
men to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. We would not for onc
moment undervalue education, still we maintain it must take a very low place
here. A man-made minister, a tutor-qualified and recommended pastor, is a
daring usurpation of the authority of God the Holy Ghost, and is one of the
causes of the half-heartedness and lukewarm state of Zion. The apostle's
credentials read : “ Not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ and God
the Father, who raised Him from the dead ” (Gal.i.1; 1 Tim. i. 12).

(a) Faithful to Himself as the Person sending. To His names, attributes,
perfections, offices ; for how shall they preach except they be sent? ¢ He sent
me” was the constant stimulus of the Lord Jesus. the incomparable Servant.
Not to do my own will, but His will ; not to speak my own words, but His
words. ‘‘My meat and my drink to do His will," etc., should be our living,
loving. lasting testimony. Brethren beloved, let us stand by the side of the
apostle, and be determined to know nothing among men save Jesus Christ and
Him crucified ; in so doing, we shall be faithful to Him who has furnished us
with an all-absorbing theme—a subject which shall outlive the sun, be ahead
of the times, and the joy of ransomed millions for ever aud ever. Here we
behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Here we worship God
in the Trinity of His Persons and the perfections of His attributes : holiness,
justice, truth, faithfulness, righteousness, in all their native and undimmed
splendour ; and also love, pity, compassion, mercy, grace, tenderness, in all
their unequalled and resplendent glory. A just God and a Saviour, hating
sin vet embracing the sinner. Covenant transactions, Calvary’s triumph, and
the absolute necessity of the Spirit's work, must be faithfully adherred to.

() In relation to the truth—as put in trust with it. We must hand it down
inviolate and unchanged. May our speech ever be the speech of the trusty.
It is required in stewards that they be found faithful. He that hat1_1 .My
word, let him speak My word faithfully. Let us seek rightly to divide,
rightly to distinguish, and rightly to distribute the Word of God. The whole
counsel of God must be declared, notwithstanding the presence of an
Arminian friend, or, far worse, an Antinomian hearer. Unpalatable doctrine
as well as comforting experience ; a godly walk enforced as well as Yea and
Amen promises declared. We have a foursquare Gospel: the height, depth,
length, and breath of it are equal. Election, redemption, regeneration,
glorification have to do with self-same persons. To be faithful to the truth
we shall need much, very much, of His Spirit whose gentleness has made us
great. Beware! beware! lest spitefulness be taken for faithfulness,
offensiveness for fidelity, a harsh, censorious manner for adherence to the
truth. May love permeate. .

(¢} To the order of the House—the New Testament order. Away with false
charity that regards the emotions of en before the plain commands of
heaven. :

(d)y To His honour and glory as chief end and aim. Without doubt He
could dispense with the whole of us, but He is pleased to glorify Himself by
the mysterious connection of the sword of the Lord and of Gideon. Earthen
vgssels He uses that the excellency of the power may be of God and not
of us.

11.—To THE WORLD AT LARGE. * The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof.”

(a) By separation from it. Alas! when a minister is found frequenting
questionable places; when the man is only known by the cut of his coat, shape
of his collar, or the peculiar kind of hat he wears, what stumbling-block !

(8) To all men of every nation. Black or white, Jew or Gentile, etc. This
necessitates sympathy with missionary enterprises. The original cominission,
** Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” includes
all nations. The dear Saviour's covenant engagements embrace all nations,
as it is written, “ In thy seed ehall all the families of the earth be blessed.”
** All nations shall call Him blessed.”

‘
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(") To the cause and nature of alienution from God.

“ 0O thou ugly mornster, sin !
What a curse thou hast brought in.”
It is universal, for “ All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”
False doctrine generally begins with wrong views of the fall. Sin is the cause
of condemnation. * The wages of sin is death.” Alienated from the life of
God, love to God. Carnal mind enmity to God.

(d) We must be faithful, and warn the sinner of the awful danger to which
he is exposed, and point to and proclaim the only way of escape.

(e} Faithful to ils final overthrow. The world, and all that is therein,
shall be burnt up; and that period draweth nigh.

III.—To THE CHURCH, OR ZION, UNIVERSALLY. In proving God has «
Church in contrast to world that lieth in wicked one.

Her standing in Christ Jesus her Head : Accepted, approved, chosen, and
complete in Him.

FEvidences of interest: Repentance, godly sorrow, faith in Christ Jesus.
Christ precious, sin forsaken, consistent walk, praying heart, thirst after
God, etc.

To her provisions. We are not to cater for the amusement of either
Church or world. The Gospel, and the Gospel only, is the food we must seek
to put on the table.

Whoever forsakes Zion, we must abide with faith in God’s message,
method, and mercy fo her final glory with her Covenant Head.

IV.—To THE PART WHERE WE PERSONALLY LABOUR. Seek to give your best
to your own people, the cream of your thoughts, the benefit of our studies, our
most untiring devotion ; the truest solictude must be for those over whom
the Holy Ghost has made us overseers. We are to be instant in season and
out of season ; reprove, rebuke, with all longsuffering and doctrine ; faithful
also in visiting. The things of God must be foremost.

V.—FAITHFULNESS IS DEMANDED TO ONE'S SELF. To our personal call by
grace and into the ministry. Visit that spot frequently, and gather fresh
strength from the God-given commission. To qualifications imparted ; to
blessings anticipated.

VIL.—WgAT MaY WE EXPECT? (1) The servant not to be above his Lord—
something of the treatment Jesus met with. (2) God to appear, strengthen,
prosper.

Unfaithfulness will produce a dreadful state of things in one's own soul. A
carnal, dead, indifferent, careless state. Toward the world, no power for good,
no right influence ; toward the Church, dearth, division, distraction; toward
God, His frown, displeasure, and rod.

VII.—SOoME oOF THE BLESSINGS OF MINISTERIAL FIDELITY. Spirit's
witness on the work, confirming it with signs following. In the work, a
conscience void of offence, access at the mercy-seat. From the work, ¢ Ye are
our epistle,” etc. At last, the labourer's reward, “ Well done "—not well
said, not well thought, but—* Well done, good and faithful servant, enter
thou into the joy of thy Lord.”

THE LIFE OF CHARLES WILSON.

CHARLES WILSON, our dear father, was born at Stradbroke, in Suffolk, ou
May 22, 1817. His father kept a boys’ school in that village, and, though a
good schoolmaster, was not a Christian, nor a kind father. His mother was a
member of the Baptist Churcl,, and, though she died when he was very young,
her Christian character influenced him through life. Once he was jumping
over a ditch, and fell in. To escape punishment, he told an untruth. When
she heard of it, she burst into tears, and cried, ‘“ Oh! Charles, if you had died
with a lie in your mouth !’ Seeing her weep so bitterly, he realised how
wicked he had been, and lis hatred of falsehood dated from that period.
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When their father was out one evening, she talked to her children about their
souls, prayed with them so earnestly as to leave a lasting impression on
our father's mind. After her death, his father married again, and his wife
took a dislike to Charles and his eldest sister, making it no longer home to
them. His father, naturally strict, would punish him when his other scholars
were equally to blae, for was he not the schoolmaster’s son, and ought to know
better 7 When he was old enough, he was sent to each of his father's brothers
in turn with notes, asking them to find him soniething to do, as he was not
wanted at home. As his uncles were farmers, he did not mind the work in
the fresh air; but when evening came he felt his loneliness. His uncle and
aunt did not want his company, neither did the servants; so he would gointo the
barn and long for the time when he would be old enough to get his own
living, and be independent of relations. How often we have pictured him
thinking of his gloritied mother, recalling her words and prayers, feeling all
alone! But his mother's God looked down and blessed him tlere.

When he was about 17, feeling heartily sick of a dependent life, he
resolved to go to America. when he saw in the GosPEL HERALD an advertise-
ment for a * young man that could write a good hand.” He obtained the
situation with a godly man at Brentford; there he attended the Baptist Chapel,
and was convinced of sin under a sermon by Mr. J. A. Jones. From there he
went to London, and atteuded under the ministry of Mr. John Stevens, at
Meard's-court. In the firm where he was employed the head man was not
honest, and, soon after, our father was asked by his employer if he had counted
the cheese that had core in then. He answered, ‘ Yes, there were 13.” Soon
after he came again: “ Are you quite sure there were 13 ? as the foreman
says there were only 12.7 “ Yes, sir.” Presently the latter came and said,
“ If you are s0 sure about things, you will find this place too hot for you,” and
so he did.

As he was walking in the street one day, he saw a poor old Irish woman
trying to carry a basket too heavy for her ; our father offered to take it as
far as he could, and gave ler his lunch. When he gave the basket back, she
thanked him very heartily. A few days later, he was feeling thoroughly
tired and disheartened, so weary that he nearly stumbled; it seemed as if
Satan said: ¢ Curse God, and die.” “ What good does your religion do you ?”
“God does not seem to care, and these men will persecute you to death ;"
when suddenly a voice sounded in his ears: “ Why, if that is not that dear
young man! God bless you; God bless you.” The spell was broken; he
thought, * If that poor old creature i so thankful to me for a little act of
kindness, how grateful ought I to be to God for all His goodness ?”

Soon after, his employer found him something definite to attend to, so the
men had to leave him alone. He was not sorry when a door opened at an Egg
Merchant’s, bat there he found temptation of another kind, When the men
heard that he went to chapel on Sunday, and took in the GospEL HERALD, they
tried to persuade him to go to an entertainmeut. At first he refused, but
consented on condition that he could come out if he did not approve. He soon
found out it was no place for a Christian, and, rising from his seat, said, “ I'll
stay no longer; it’s the very sink of iniquity,”” and out he went, though they
tried to detain him.

Having been mucl blessed under Mr. Stevens' ministry, and brought into
the liberty of the Gospel, he was baptized by him, and received into the
Church. There he met our dear mother, who was also a member, and soon
they became warmly attached to one another. He now felt there was some
one to really love him, and this gave impetus to his natural desire to u.mke
his way in the world, and so provide a home for her, Careful, {ndustrlou_s,
aud amiable, she was just the companion he needed to help him start in
business for himself, and, being spiritually-minded, was no hindrance on his
journey heavenward. They had all the difficulties of young beginners, but
bravely they pulled together. Blessed with perseverance, firnness of
character, business habits, a good writer and arithmetician, he used every
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hunourable means to succecd, and, through God’s help, overcame all ohstacles.
After a time thcy removed away fromm Meard's-court, and nearer to “ Mount
Zion,” where they attended under the ministry of Mr. John Foreman; and as
their own dear pastor was dead, they both joined the Church there, and later
on our father was chosen deacon. During all tlig time, home was not neg-
lected. Even in his earlier struggles he would not be too tired on Sunday to
take his two little girls one on each knee, show them the Bible pictures, tell
them of God’s goodness to him, when he felt all alone in the ¢ wide, wide
world.”

When we went to boarding school, by letters and visits, he and mother
would impress us with the beauty of real religion, the need of a change of
heart, as well as honourable conduct to those around us. When not necessary
to live at the business, they removed to ‘“ Ebenezer Lodge,” where they spent
the rest of their lives.

Our father had now more time to devote to the  Aged Pilgrims’ Friend
Society,” where he became actively engaged, besides other societies and the
many ways of helping God’s poor. Thoroughly liberal, he enjoyed giving a
tenth of his income to God’s cause. On May 22nd, 1872, our much-loved
mother passed peacefully away from earth to heaven. On her dying bed she
spoke sweetly of God’s goodness, and of the home to which she was going.
Only a sigh, and she had gone to be with Jesus for ever. Not only a loving
wife and mother, but an earnest Clristian worker, writing letters to seekers
of Jesus, and to any in soul-trouble, words were spoken in season; and she
also wrote tracts to meet the needs of those she met in her summer outings.
How much good she was enabled to accomplish, only eternity can reveal. Our
father spoke of her as ‘“one who could make a home in a wilderness, one in
whom the heart of her husband could safely trust.” No wonder we all felt
our loss!

It may be mentioned here, in reference to our father’s boyhood, that when
his stern father was too old to teach, he and his eldest sister smoothed his
declining years, and, when he was dying, he whispered, * Charles, I was unkind
to you when you were a boy ;" this he said so regretfully that our father could
but hope that his proud spirit had been humbled by God’s grace. The uncle, too,
who had been most harsh to him, tried to atone, by inviting his wife and two
children to stay in the very house where our father lived when a youth, and
my sister and 1 remember now, the happy fortnight spent at “ Hoxne
Abbey,” in Suffolk.

After a while, our dear father chose another companion, one in every way
suitable, who now lives to mourn his loss. To her honour, be it said, that
when she went to “ Ebenezer Lodge,” she made no alteration in any of the
arrangements, so that it might be home still to children and grandchildren,
whom she kindly welcomed. May her declining years be peaceful and happy.

When our dear father found the anxiety too much, heretired entirely from
the business and devoted the later years of his life to God’s cause, taking the
chair at meetings to help the pjorer Churches. How much good he was the
means of doing, how many hearts he cheered by his kindly words and timely
{1.elp, it is not for me to say, as there are so many living who knew and loved
him.

As time passed on, it was evident to many that he was nearing home; but
those nearest to hin hoped that it was only because he was getting old that
he would get so tired. At Hunstanton and Laxfield he had illnesses that
seemed like warnings, but we hoped on. In his last illness he seemed to
realise that he might not recover, and would speak sweetly of the joys of
heaven, and never expressed a wish that he might get about again. He
slept much, but would suddenly open his eyes and begin to speak of the
lovingkindmess of the Lord, in his own experience, that * not one thing had
failed of all the Lord had promised him.”

One day, seeing his two daughters watching him anxiously, he pronounced
such a beautiful benediction on us, our husbands and children, as to wmelt us



84 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

with its tenderness. At another time, speaking of God's blessing on his life,
he expressed a hope that every one of his grandchildren, and their children,
as well as his own, might live to God's honour and glory, and never do
anything or use their means in furthering anything evil; that when their time
came to lie down and die, they might have the same bright hope that he had,
and leave behind them as many loving friends.

Precious father! words are (oo poor to express your children's loving
admiration for your beautiful, cheerful, and unselfish character, so loving and
teoder, though firm.  Calmly and peacefully, no disease, only a failing of all
his powers, the time had come for him to go home, and he slept his life away
“safe in the arms of Jesus.” Gone home! but not forgotten. Tears will
come as we miss him, but with him ¢ it is well.” JEMIMA SEARS.

TRUTH AND LOVE COMBINED.
Somz few particulars about the late Mrs. Allum.

Orr dear and much-loved sister, Eliza Allum, who for the past thirty years
was a member at West Ham Lane Baptist Chapel, was called home Dec. 27th,
1898, aged 75 years. We experience a great loss in the death of our sister, as
she was rich in faith, zealous for the glory of God, and upheld the cause by
her earnest prayers and supplications to the Master. During the greater part of
her life she had a rough and thorny pathway, but she trusted wholly in her
Redeemer, cheerfully following just where He led.

She received her call by grace in1863. We remember, in speaking of this,
she told us that when seeking the Lord, she went to the Grove Baptist Chapel,
Stratford, and in the singing of that blessed hymn, “ Justas I am,” the last verse
was sent with power to her heart. She told us, with tearsin her eyes, how the
Lord had ‘broken down ever barrier” for her. She was baptized at the
Grove Baptist Chapel. The doctrines, however, not suiting her, she wandered
hither and thither, seeking after the truth, until a member at West Ham Lane
asked her to go there. She went, and was greatly blessed under the preaching
of the late Mr. Bracher, and snbsequently she joined the cause at West Ham
Lane. Since that time she was a most consistent follower of the Master,
walking in His ways.

On Lord’s-day evening, Jan. 1st, a funeral service was held in the chapel,
our pastor, Mr. J. W. Humpbhreys, preaching from the text, ¢ Well done, thou
good and faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord”
(Matt. xxv. 21). .

In the conrse of his sermon, our pastor, in referring to our sister, said :—
~ She was a person unknown to fame, no laurel wreath adorned her brow; at
her deatl there was no great stir, beyond the day's grief of a few surrounding
friends, the world went on the same as usual. But how different from the
standpoint of heaven. She was known to the Lord, and to His angels; often-
times those bright spirits received command concerning her, and with loving
readiness obeyed. If you think of our sister'’s consistent life, you will see
how applicable to her case are the words, * Well done, good and faithful
servant. She was very high in doctrine, but I am glad to say quite as high
in her piety. In her we beheld the two powerful elements,

TRUTH AND LOVE COMBINED.

She had a truly charitable spirit, ever quick to perceive God's work in any
soul, to whatever denomination they might belong. Then Low tender she was
in her attention to seekers. Many here could stand up and tell of the many
times she addressed them with words of loving sympathy and helpfulness.
There is sometimes a tendency in old believers to cast a suspicious eye upon
the infant life, but this was never seen in our sister. Surely this will result in
the * Well done’ salutation frown her Lord. Her humility, likewise, we must
not fail to notice. Augustine says, ‘ The first grace necessary in the Christian
life is humility, the second, humwility, and the third, humility., Now we all
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know that she had this grace ina very large measure ; she was always seeking
to hide herself, and to exhibit her Master.

“ Further, let me call your attention to her attitude towards the ministry.
I'ain bound here to make some reference to myself. I do not do so with an
egotistical spirit, neither do I wish, by contrast, to cast any reflection upon any
of my hearers. I would not be so mean. Moreover, I have no occasion to do
80. When I became your pastor, I was in a path untried and unknown. I
was a novice, for it was my first pastorate. My heart was often sad, and my
mind perplexed. Our sister’s experience was long and deep, and it would not
have been at all unreasonable had she at times exhibited some impatience, but
this she never did. Being asked upon one occasion whether she thought the
Lord had placed me in this pastorate, she exclaimed, ‘I know He did, for I
obtained him on my knees.” At another time when I was greatly burdened,
she, with quick and tender insight, read my feelings, and it was not long
before she came to me with the words, ‘I have a text for you, “ My God shall
supply all your need, according to His riches in glory, by Christ Jesus.” = Her
attitude to my ministry has been characterized by patience, prayerfulness, and
readiness to encourage. My friends, in relationship to this or any other
ministry, you will do well to seek to imitate our departed sister.

“ Finally, remember the regularity with which she attended the means of
grace. This is a day of excuses, the majority of which are lame, very lame.
1t was said of Archbishop Leighton that the Sabbath was his delight, and no
slight hindrance could keep him from the house of prayer. Upon one
occasion, when he was indisposed, the day beipg stormy, his friends urgerl
him on account of his health not to venture to church. ‘Were the weather
fair,” was his reply, ‘ I would stay at home, but since it is otherwise, I must
go, lest I be thought to countendance by my example the irreligious practice of
allowing trivial hindrances to keep me back from public worship.” Our sister.
although far from being strong, was in her place at almost all times and in
all weathers, and seeing that she lived to the good old age of seventy-five. it
would not appear that it proved injurious to her. In all these things she has
left us an example which we would do well to imitate, and has procured for
herself the  Well done’ of her Lord.”

The service closed by singing that beautiful hymn, “ For ever with the
Lord.”

During the service, favourite hymns of our departed sister were sung,

among them being, *“ Just as I am,” * Jesus, I love Thy charming name,”
and “ Jesus, lover of my soul.” The service was a most impressive one.
W. S.

MRS, LODISA DMUTIMER.
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”

His saints ! That Louisa MuriMeER was such, her clear call by grace, and
consistent Christian life bear ample evidence.

Though the child of godly parents, and trained in the nurture and admoni-
tion of the Lord, and thus preserved from open sin, into which many run, this
was never ber confidence or hope, though always matter of heart gratitude
with her. Born again by the Spirit of God, none more felt the plague of her
own heart, and the need of pardoning blood than she, or sank lower at the
dear Saviour's feet, than our dear sister tosay ** Why me ! dear Lord, why me ! "

The little village of Blundish, in Suffolk, where she was born on July 2nd.
1862, and * born again " on May 10th, 1881, was ever a sacred spot to her,
while of dear old Lazfield Chapel, as she would express it, where, with her
dear husband, on January 11th, 1885, she publicly professed her faith in
Clist by being baptized and joining His people, she would often say, **No
spot on earth so dear to me as that loved, sacred place.” )

As 2 brief Memoir is published with the funeral sermon,* we will only add
a few things touching her last days, not recorded there.

) ;To be had of RR. Banks & Son. Rarquet Court, Fleet Street, E.C., or of R. Mutimer, 1.
Boston Park Road, Brentford, W.
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Her godly jealousy concerning her dear husband’s call to the ministry, and
her own position as a pastor’s wife was most marked. Lest it should not be
of God, she fought against it until her own beloved Lord fully persuaded her
of His own mindand will ; but when wnost tried, and about to leave her village
home for London, we well remember her remark, when she seemed so crusllzd
with the importance of the step to be taken, and her own position to e illed.
“ Well,” she said, ** if I cannot fill the position of a pastor’s wife, I will never
be a trouble in the Church.” How faithfully this resolve was carried out, and
far exceeded, in her peace-pursuing, love-seeking spirit, the bereaved Church
at Brentford to-day will bear a faithful testimony to her honour, and the
praise of her Lord.

Oh'! how she rejoiced in the manifest blessing of God on her husband’s
labours ; and only those who were privileged to have lier private acquaintance
knew how she loved those spiritual children of the pastor’s love and care.
How she would plead with God for the salvation of souls while her husband
was preaching.

The concern for those near and dcar to her was great, at times infense.
* Oh, my brothers, my brothers,” she would say, “would to God they were
changed by His grace,” and at one time of such soul distress said, “O Lord,
are they not on the road to hell, ever as 1 was; stop them, as Thou didst
stop me.”

Several times during her last illness the enemy thrust sore at her. Once.
when all seemed so dark, she said to the writer,

** After so much mercy past,
Can He? will He? let me sink at last?”

Then again, the Lord would break into her soul, and her chamber of suffering
would be the very vestibule of heaven, and that poor, frail body, with scarce
a particle of flesh on it, would seem unable to bear the strain, as the joys of
her salvation set her tongue at liberty, to tell His preciousness to all who came
into her room. ’

The anniversary of her baptism was the day of her home call. On Jan.
11th, 1899, she changed a world of sin and suffering for her longed-for rest,
and sight of Christ at home. '

A large gathering of friends assembled at Ealing Cemetery on Jan. 17th,
where the dear dust was laid to rest. Many were unable to get into the
cemetery chapel, where the service was held. After a few words in prayer,
and the reading of the Scriptures by the writer, our dear brother WHITE, of
\Woolwich, whose visits had been so blessed to our sister in her affliction,
delivered an address full of comfort to the stricken hearts, and closed with
prayer. A large company assemkled round the grave. Brother R. E. Seass,
so long the faithful pastor at Laxfield, gave out the hymn, “ For ever with the
Lord.”" The writer made a few remarks, then fulfilled the last wish of the
departed, and laid the poor corrupting clay—though redeemed dust—to rest,
< until He come.” God bless and comfort the beloved pastor of His Church
at Brentford, with his six dear children, and may their last end (as to the
soul's salvation and joy) be like hers. E. MagsH.

Stratford.

THE LATE MR. JAMES DEARING.

THE name of James Dearing, of Needham Market, Suffolk, who was near
thirty-six years pastor of the Strict and Particular Baptist Church, Crowtfield,
is not very familiar with you, yet occasionally more than thirty years his name
appeared in the E.V. He was personally and intimately known to Mr. F. C.
Holden and Mr. C. Cornwell, of whom 1 have heard him speak various
times, expressing considerable attachment to them, but amongst ministers in
general Lie was but little known. Being naturally reserved, he did not associate
with but very few, and rarely was he identified at public meetings, although
lis most intimate friends have often told him they thought it would be bene-
ficial, but this being unnatural to him he never felt at liberty so to do; there-
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fore, in the inistry he bad indeed very few intimate ministerial friends,
e was well known by a small circle of truth-loving and truth-seeking friends
in Suffolk, but not much out of Suffolk, for he went but very little out to serve
other causes. In the early part of his ministry he occasionally went to Graves-
end and to Offord Hill, Norwich, but he was exceptionally attached to his own
people whom he served in the Lord,and this little band, to whom he preached
so long, lovingly, faithfully, profitably and successfully, were also greatly
attached to him, because through the unction of the Holy Oue his ministry
was to their souls, bread to the hungry, water to the thirsty, “ wines off the
Ices well refined,” to the weakly and such as were of heavy heart, and strong
drink to those who felt at times ready to perish.

Such were at times favoured to drink and forget their poverty a little time.
And I may say those who sat under his ministry, whatever their trouble, their
temptations, their darking of soul which they sometimes groped in like the
blind for the wall, whatever their sorrow, distress, or anguish of spirit might
be, in his ministry he was able to speak a word in season to them ; yea, he
was so divinely taught in the school of tribulation beyond many his equals,
that he was able by the Spirit to comfort those that were in any trouble. This
is one reason why he was so well known and so highly esteemed by those
whom he served in the Lord, and I do really think very few indeed who are
pastors laboured so long among one people with so much real soul profit. His
knowledge in the Scriptures was extensive ; he studied hard to feed the Church
of God, both sheep and lambs. This doubtless was the special branch of
work his divine Master equipped him for.

When he was very much exercised about the ministry, John xxi. 16, 17.
“Feed My sheep,” and “ Feed My lambs,” &c., was sealed with overwhelming
power on his heart, and this pressed him into the ministry, and his between
thirty and forty yeirs’ ministry proved to feed the Church of God was his
especial work ; for this he most assiduously laboured. He had a good under-
standing in the precious mysteries of eternal truth, and many apparently dark.
mysterious, and some which many think ambiguous Scriptures he was able to
make plain, simple, and profitable to his hearers. His general practice in his
preaching was to simplify one Scripture by comparing it with other Scriptures.
so that the Word thus became its own expositor. Three things he always tried
to keep in view in all expositions of the Scriptures, viz., matter of fact, con-
text and analogy. His manner and matter was thoroughly original, his illus-
trations and confirmation he sought to have Scriptural, and not old wives’
fables, anecdotes, incidents of daily life, nor yet the opinion of Dr. So-and-
s0, but.lie invariably sought a “ Thus saith the Lerd ” for his teaching.

We sincerely wish this was more practised in the present day ; then would
the hearers advance in sound knowledge and grow in grace and be more
established in spiritual things, and not be so easily moved by every wind that
bloweth.

Mr. Dearing was very intelligent and of quick perception, both in natural
aund spiritual things, of a stable mind, not emotional as a man, but in the prinie
of life he was rather emotional, but not unduly so in preaching ; he was tirm
and yet loving, forbearing. JosePH FREEMAN.

s Mrs. Louisa Mutimer,” s funeral sermon | Marsh, formerly her pastor, preached
by E.Marsh. London: R. Banksand | this funeral sermon at Brentford on
Son, Rucquet-court, Fleet-street, E.C. | Sunday evening, Japuary 22nd. Many
Can be obtained also of Mr. R. ! touching personal references to the de-
Mutimer, 1, Boston Park-road, Brent- | parted are given, which will be tenderly
ford, W. Price Twopence, in neat | cherished by those who knew Mrs. Muti-
wrapper. raer. Apart from these personal matters

Our readers know the trial our esteemed | the sermon is & good one, and we trust

Brother Mutimer has been called to | it will have a large sale among the

endure in the removal of his beloved | Churches. We commend our bereaved

wife, after a long and painful illness, | brother to the sympathy and prayers of
most patiently endured. Our Brother . our readers,
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

FULHAM.

THE ninth anniversary of the formation
of the Church at Ebenezer, Lillie-road,
was celebrated on Lord's-day, Nov. 27,
when two sermons were preached by the
pastor. Mr. H. D. Sandell, to fairly good
congregations,

On the following Tuesday afternoon
we were favoured with a sermon by our
esteemed brother Box from the words,
* The voice of the Lord divideth the
flames of fire,” which was much enjoyed.

After tea a public meeting was held,
presided over by Mr. Thos. King, of the
Surrey Tabernacle. After singing the
well-known hymn, “Come Thou Fount
of every blessing,” the chairman read
Psa. xxxiv. Brother W, P. Goodley
offered prayer.

The Secretary. in his report, said that as a
Church they bhad much cause to praise
the Lord for His goodness in keeping them
together in peace and loving concord
during another year; both pastor and
people were thoroughly united and deter-
mined to hold fast, and to proclaim the
vﬁ‘lorious truths of the everlasting Gospel

his was the fifth year of Mr. Sandell's :

ministry, doring which time 18 members
had been added to the Chureh; six had
joined us during the year—four by transter
and two by baptism. Reference was made
to the death of one aged sister. She fell
asleep in Jesus in the 85th yvear of her age,
being one of the first 17 banded together
by our brother Box. The attendance at

the services is at times very encouraging. .

Ounr finances are fairly good ; all expenses
have been met. The
vontinues to prosper; we have good
attendances, but need more teachers.
Thankfulness was expressed {for our
superintendent’s (brother Brown) devotion
to the work of the school. Althongh our
brother had several preaching engage-
ments. and his services have beer much
in request, vet at the earnest wish of the
tzachers he had declined them in the
interests of the Sunday-school. The build-
ing fund is progressing slowly, the balance
in hand towards the permanent chapel
being only £4. Yet the Lord had wonder-
rally blessed us, a3 toenable us to purchase
the land, and pay all the expenses con-
nected with the building of the present
iron chapel, vestry, &c. Altogether the
sum of £773 had been raised, including the
loan of £150 kindly lent, free of interest, by
the M.A.S.B.C., of which £88 had been
repaid, so that we feel the Lord hath
indeed done great things for us. It was
explained that in consequence of the great
need of class-rooms, and not wishing to
waste money in erecting anything of a
temporary character, an earnest effort is
now being made towards raisine funda for
the erection of permanent class-rooms
belonging to the proposed new chapel,
plans of which were to be seen: the
collections, therefore. would be devoted to
the building fund, with this object in
view. May the Lord, who had bLlessed us
s0 much in the past, still bless us. and
cnable us not only to erect the class-
rooms, but also the chapel.

Brethren J, Clark, J. Box,and R. E.

Snnday -school

g

i Sears, were enabled to deliver most
soul-cheering and God-gloryfying ad-
dresses, Our pastor, Mr. Sandell, also
spoke thankfully of the Lord's goodness
to him in sustaining him in his work.
He took the opportunity of warmly
thanking the chairman nng the brethren
for their addresses, Our brother, Mr.
S, . Brown, supported the vote of
thanks. We were much encouraged by
seeing 80 many friends from sister
Churches present.

The collections, including the profit
on tea, amounted to £6 1s. 2d. It was
truly felt to be a time of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord. Hitherto
the Lord hath helped us, and in His
strength would we continue to proceed.

A social gathering took place on
Monday, January 2nd, 1899. By special
invitation from the pastor, Mr, H, D.
Sandell, a goodly number of members
and friends met at 6 o'clock, when an
excellent tes was served, and much
enjoyed by all present.

This occasion was one of double
. interest, the pastor’s silver wedding
being commemorated with the Church’s
annual meeting. Truly it was an
opportunity for devout thankfulness
for the Lord’s abundant merey and
lovingkindness, which was gratefully
acknowledged, both in supplication and
addresses given by several brethren
during the evening.

Ae a token of love to the pastor and
his beloved wife the members and
friends presented them with a hand-
some dinner oruet, a silver bread fork,
a velvet and satin tea cosy, and a choice
volume of Philpot's ‘“Ears from
Harvested Sheaves.” Our pastor feel-
ingly acknowledged and appreciated
these sincere expressions of affection;
he also took this opportunity of again
thanking the friends for the beautifully
chased tea-pot which was presented to
Mrs, Sandell at the last annual gather-
ing. Singing of hymn, -

‘ Blest be the tie that binds,
Our hearts in Christian love,”
closed a most happy New Year's
meeting. A. E. PURKIsS.

HAPPY HOURS OF DOVER.

ON Wednesday, Jan. 18th, we held onr
annual New Year'stea and evening meet-
ing, which was a time of encouragement
and joy to all present. All scholars were
present, and many friends. Every seat

. at each of the tables was occupied, and

the tea, 8o nicely prepared by Mrs.
Carpenter, Mre. Knott, Mrs. Potter, and
the Misses Waters, Ackhurst, Dace,
Gutsoles, Husk, and Knott, was much
enjoyed. .

At 6.45 we commenced the meeting by
singing, “Come, Thou Fount of every



AND GOSPEL HERALD.

blessing.” DPrayer was offered by the
pastor, who presided. ‘‘The annual
aocounts glittered with encouragement,
which brightened hope and strength-
ened faith.” The soholars recited and
sang splendidly, and did great credit to
Mr. T. Drury, their instructor, and the
teaohers who assisted him, Mr, Hughes
(superintendent) gave an address on
“ Sabbath School Work,” in which for
nearly 21 years he had been engaged.
He said he had learned that, if a
teacher left the work to which God had
called him, he soon found trouble
within. It is not easy work, yet it is
blessed work; the heart of the teacher
grows in affection for the scholars, and
although often cast down, we know not
where we sow the seed, nor when. Love
for Christ, His truth, and the children
bids them continue in their labour,

Mr. Scott, senior, deacon, said he was
%leased to see s0 many friends present.

e would say a word concerning the
Church, The prosperity of the Church
must be a burning question with us; we
are blessed with a pastor who spares no
pains, but who labours hard and does
his best both in the Church and out of
it for prosperity ; yet the pastor cannot
do all; we must also be doing. Let us
learn the lesson of diligence from the
ant, and from other works of God. He
spoke to the children of the great sal-
vation provided for all who feel they
are sinners in need of Christ.

Mr. J. Scott, jun., related a very
interesting story of how a Scotch boy
became one of her Majesty’s servants.
He applied it admirably to the higher
service. God calls us, God clothes us,
and God would have us learn of Him,
and follow Him, and serve Him, uatil
just as this boy was promoted from
outer service, to serve her Majesty in-
side her palace.

After the prizes had been distributed,
and a vote of thanks given both to
workers and to the friends for their
presence, this much-enjoyed season was
concluded by singing, ‘' God bless our
Sabbath-sohool.”

As the scholars left, they each re-
ceived an orange, very kindly provided
for them by Mrs. Hughes. The col-
lections realised £2 23, The Lord is
with us and blessing us. Give thanks
unto our God, for He is good.—OXE
WHO WaAS THERE.

BRAINTREE (SALEM).—The annual
ten was held on Thursday, the 19th ult,
After tea the chair was taken by Mr.
Cudmore, who is supplying the pulpit
with a view to the pastorate. Addresses
were given by Messrs. Britten, Collard.
Baker, and the chairman. Suggestions
were made to form a Tract Society and
a Sunday-school, tostart a week-evening
service, and to hold oottage services in
the surrounding distriots. A substantial
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donation was promised to carry out the
suggestions. Friends of the cause pre-
sented a nice easy chair to the chapel
keepers.

TOTTENHAM.—The 1J/th anniver-
sary of Ebenezer, Philip-lane, was held
on Lord’s-day, January Sth, The pastor
preached morning and evening to good
congregations. On Tuesday, the 10th,
we were favoured with the help of our
brother Mitchell, who preached in the
afternoon an excellent sermon. It was
a real treat to listen to the Word., Tea
was provided, and in the evening a
public meeting was held, and our good
brother, Mr. I, B. Applegate, ably pre-
sided. Hymn 793 was sung to the good
old tune “ Haverhill,” and our chairman
read Job i. Our brother Day, of Hack-
ney Oval, led us in prayer. After
another hymn, our chairman gave us a
few very suitable words from Job 1.
Our brother Holden spoke well on Pasa.
1v. 22. We always listen with pleasure
and profit to our brother Holden.
Brother White followed, saying that
our chairman’s remarks had led him
also into the book of Job, so he must
put aside what he intended to speak
from. Our brother was helped to speak
on the divine possibilities in provi-
dence and in gracc to His Church, &c.
Our brother Jones, who had not visited
ns before, said we had a wonderful
chairman. As he had already, as by
magic, taken the speech from one
speaker before, so he had from himself,
80 he must come to the book of Job. Our
brother spoke well on three points—
God’s estimate of Job, Satan’s estimate
of him, and Job’s estimate of himself.
Brother Jas. Clark spoke on Divine
grace manifested in Job in his usual
warm and earnest style, much to our
edification. Our chairman now asked
for a collection, which was liberally
responded to, at the same time reading
a letter from our beloved brother
Banks, received by the pastor during
tea-time, saying he quite intended to
have been with us, but ill-health pre-
vented : but he had practically remem-
hered us by a contribution. Our chair-
man hoped, with us all, that our
brother Banks may long be spared to
our Churches. The pastor was then
called upon, who said he only wished at
the close to express gratitude to all, but
our chairman overruled this, so he said
a few words on four great pillars on
which the Church of God rests: sovereign
grace, almighty power, infinite wisdom,
and divine faithfulness. Our brother
Mitchell followed, as he often does at
the close of such a meeting, with such
sound yet savoury remarks, which all
seem to enjoy. Our chairman gave out
the hymn, ‘*Blest be the tie,” &c..which
was heartily sung to the tune “ Glas-
gow.” But before closing, the pastor
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asked to be allowed to thank our chair-
man, who had so efficiently presided,
and all the speakers who had spoken so
well, to our friends from a distance, and
to our lady friends in providing and
presiding at tea. Our chairman closed
with prayer., Our collections for the
day realised £5 18s, 61. It has since
been said there could not have besn a
better platform in London that night,
both as to chairman and speakers,

LIMEHOUSE (EL1M, PEKIN-STREET).
—Services in connection with the 29th
anniversary of the formation of the
Church were held on Lord's-day, Jan.
29, 1899, when the pastor, F. C. Holden,
delivered two excellent and powerful
disoourses, that in the morning being
from Matt. xvi., part of ver. 18, and in
the evening from Isa. xxxiii., last part
of ver. 24, to fairly good congregations.
The services were continued on Tuesday,
Jan, 31, when Mr. Jones, of New Cross,
preached a masterly sermon, gloryfying
God in the salvation of sinners that
was profitable indeed. Tea was served,
and the evening meeting, with Mr,
Catchpole (of New Cross) presiding,
commenced by singing hymn 751
(Denham’s), and reading Isa. xii.
Brother Watts opened the meeting with

prayer. After joining together in
praise, Mr. Holden, in giving a statistical
report, said :—

Church formed, February 20, 1870 ; supplied
for eight years by about 80 different
brethren. Iam its first and only pastor.
During my pastorate of 21 years I have
received 158 persons into the Church,
making an average of eight for the first
11 years, and of seven for the remaining
10 yvears. There were about 50 members
when I came to them, but through deaths
and removals our present number on the
Church book is only 101. Since the
Church’s formation four of its members
have been appointed pastors, whilst
several others have and some still are
going forth to preach the Gospel hither
and thither. During the past year four
voung persons have been baptized: two
of them from the Sabbath-school, and one
(a senior scholar) is now a candidate for
baptism. Ounly1ll of the original members
are spared to us,and not one of the original
deacons are now living. The present
deacons. five in number, were all received
into the Church by me, one of whom
(brother Baldwin) through ill health is
removed to Southend. but continues to
take a lively interest in the cause and
still acts as 1ts treasnrer. I do not think
vou could find a more united band of
brethren anywhere. Not unto us, but
unto the Lord our God be all the glory.

A few kind congratulations were ad-

vanced by the chairman, who addressed

the meeting in some well-chosen re-
marks based upon Isa. xii. 6, which
were acceptable and profitable. The
brethren Clark, W. H. Lee, Belcher,

Marsh, and Jones, delivered good, solid,

cheering and comforting Gospel ad-

dresses, interspersed with hymns of
praise, all being much enjoyed ; after
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which Mr. Holden, in a brief address,
but fully up to the points in hand in all
their parts, who also proposed a hearty
vote of thanks to the chairman for his
kindness in coming to preside, also for
his liberality, and for his dear i)rethren
in the ministry who had so kindly
served us on this anniversary. Thus
these successful and spiritual servioes
were brought to a close by singing
hymn 315 (Denham's), the ohairman
engaging in prayer, and pronmouncin

the benediotion. Weare very thankfu

to say our collections and donations
were in advanoe of former years, yield-
ing the total sum of £17 1s, 114d. For
these mercies we desire to praise our
covenant God and Father, and take
fresh courage. — ONE WHO WAs
PRESENT.

A GOOD REPORT.

THE twenty-seventh anniversary ser-
vices of the Sunday-school connected
with Mount Zion, Chadwell - street,
Clerkenwell, were commemorated on
Lord’s-day, February 12th, The pastor,
Mr. E. Mitohell, preached in the morn-
ing upon the importance of Sabbath-
school instruction.

Pastor W. Jeyes Styles addressed the
children in the afternoon, and preached
in the evening from Acts viii. 31.

On Tuesday, the 14th, pastor E. Marsh
delivered a discourse suitable to the
occasion from the words, * How shall
we order the child?”

Tes was served in the school, fol-
lowed by a meeting in the chapel, pre-
sided over by the pastor, who announoed
Hymn 793 —

“Kindred in Christ, for His dear sake,

A hearty welcome here receive.”

Psalm cxliv. was read,and brother Jeffs
songht the Lord in prayer,

Mr. Mitchell briefly addressed the
friends, according them a hearty wel-
come in the name of the Lord, and
called on brother J. Beckett, the seore-
tary, to read the report, from whioh we
cull the following ;—

By the good hand of our God we have
been privileged to complete another
year's labours in our Sunday-school.

The teachers have endeavoured, with all
the powers God has given them, to set
before the young our blessed Redeemecr,
Jesus Christ, crucifled. The seed of the
kingdom has been scattered with our
eves ever up to the Lord for His bless-
ing, Who has said, * My Word shall not
return to Me void.” &c., and to-night we
acknowledge with %ra.titude that God
has been faithful to His Word.

During the year five members of our
school and pastor's Bible-class have
been constrained by the Holy Spirit to
declare themsalves on the Lords side,
by passing through the waters of bap-
tism and united to us here in Church
fellowship.

*“'Tis love that makes the willing feet
In swift obedience move.”
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The total attendance at our school services
for the year was 14,914; attendance much
increased, at times crowded, 360 being
present at one service.

The amount collected in the school for the
Strict Baptist Mission wns £18 93. This
is expected to increase through the
interest aroused by the visits of our
devoted young missionary, brother
Ernest A, Booth.

The library reports the issue for the
year of 1,065 books,

Summer excursion to Theydon Bois was
all that conld be desired.

Theinfants’ class, numbering 80, under the
care of sister Mannering and others,
were taken to the “Vale of Health,”
Hampstead Heath. Theinfants werealso
given a tea at Christmas, when they
were presented on leaving by our
sisters Webb and others with toys, and
about 200 garments were given to those
who needed them.

Durinrg the winter months lectures have
been given, and on one occasion £8 was
collected for the Stockwell Orphanage.

Our annunal tcaand prizedistribution took
place on January 20th. The prizes were
distributed by our pastor. Brethren
Sears, Nunn, and Webb gave addresses.

The income and expenditure for the year
(independent of the Mission and Orphan-
age) stands at £110.

We have of necessity considerably
curtailed the excellent report. The
meeting was afterwards addressed by
brethren A.J. Voysey, J. E. Flegg, T.
Carr, E. Marsh, and the pastor. The
addresses were experimental and soul-
reviving. May God bless our Sunday-
school,

Our young friends were instructed in
singing by brother Wallis, and they
seemed to sing with the heart.

JOHN.

STRATFORD (GURNEY - ROAD).—
Interesting services were held at the
above place on Lord’s-day, November 20,
and Tuesday, 22nd, to celebrate the
formation of the Church and com-
memorate the goodness of our covenant
God. On the Lord’s-day sermons were
preached in-the morning by the pastor
and in the evening by our brother
White, of Woolwich.. On the following
Tnesday afternoon our dear brother
Bush was brought up in the fulness of
the blessing of the Gospel of peace, and
preached a Christ-exalting sermon. After
a social tea the public meeting was pre-
sided over by our brother Catchpole,
who, since he first came amongst us to
bury the old chapel debt, has favoured us
with many tokens of his loving interest
in the cause. A deeply-interesting re-
port was read by brother J. H. Rider,
the Churchsecretary—a faithfulaccount
of the light and shade, the trials and
the trust of another year's pilgrimage
of this Christian Church. Brother Gray,
our finance seoretary, read the financial
ptatement, which showed a little balance
on the wrongside,but this was put right
by loving hearts before the meeting
closed. After a stirring address by the
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beloved chairman on the continued
blessing of God toward His people, and
the responsibility of the Church to look
after the lambs, addresses followed by
brethren Holden, Chilvers, Bush, and
Lynn, Each of these Gospel addresses
were full of spiritnal instruction and
profit. Truly the Lord was with His
servants, and His Word was precious.
The pastor summed up with an expres-
gion of our gratitude for the love and
gervices of our dear brethren who had
gpoken, hearty thanks to the chairman,
and to all who had laboured to maks
this, the 29th anniversary, such a suc-
cessful season. Collections realised
£16. To God be all the glory.

PRESENTATION AT WHITTLESEA.

ON January 5th the New Year’s tea and
meeting were held at Zion, when Mr.
J. N. Throssell preached an excellent
sermon from Psa. lxxxvii, 7, at the
close of which our esteemed pastor told
us he had a most pleasing duty to per-
form—viz, to make a presentation to
our worthy organist. In his remarks he
said he had a threefold reason for being
pleased to make the presentation— {1st)
It was for services so ably and cheer-
fully rendered to the Lord and His
cause ; (2nd) Because friends had so
gladly and willingly given, for never
had an appeal been more readily
responded to; (3rd) We were not, as is
often thecase on making a presentation.
about to lose our friend; on the con-
trary, all hoped it meant a continuance
of the same hearty and loving co-opera-
tion in Zion.

A very handsome lady’s travelling
bag and dressing case combined, to-
gether with a short written address.
were then presented to Miss Naussau, as
a token of esteem and appreciation of
her services, from the friends of Zion
Chapel.

Mr. J. Nassau, who is one of the
deacons, thanked the friends on behalf
of his daughter, to whom the presenta-
tion came quite as a surprise.

The meeting concluded with the sing-
ing of F.R. Havergall's well-knownand
beautiful hymn, *Take my life, and let
it be.”

LINGFIELD (PLAISTOW-STREET),—
Our first New Year's tea-meeting was
held on January 18th. About fifty sat
down to tea, which was under the able
management of our esteemed friend,
Mrs, Fuller. After the tea a public
meeting was held and presided over by
the pastor-elect, brother Hayler. of
Brighton, who opened the meeting,
stating that his hope for the prosperity
of the cause of Christ at Lingfield was
based on the same foundation as the
royal Psalmist expressed in chap. xxxIx.
7,*My hope is in Thee.” Seasonable
addresses were afterwards given by
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brethren Andrews (East Grinstead),
King %’ew Cross). D. Smith (Bond-
street. Brighton), and Gardner (Uck-
field). Brother Smith in his remarks
expressed his heartfelt pleasure and
thankfulness to God at seeing one of
his old Sunday-school boys of 20 years
ago occupying tvhe important position
Brother Hayler, through the mercy and
providence of God. now filled as the
intended pastor, During the evening
appropriate hymns were sung, the
harmonium being presided at by Mrs.
Abel. The Renovation Committee take
this opportunity of thanking the
friends far and near for their kind
support in this matter, and thankfully
acknowledge God’s goodness in clearing
the debt. May God grant us greater
manifestations of His favour in the
near future, is the prayer of—OXNE
INTERESTED.

BROSELEY (BIRCH MEADOW).—
The Church worshipping in the above
place, which for so long a period
enjoyed the able ministry of the late
beloved Thomas Jones, is still holding
on its way. The present pastor, Mr.
Arthur Shinn, is one of Mr, Jones’
spiritual children. He ministers the
Word of God among his own people
with acceptance, and not without signs
of the Divine blessing. The older
members, and a nice number of young
people. are strengthening his hands by
their help and sympathy. On Lord's-
day, January 29th, Mr. George Banks,
of Willenhall, preached here morning
and evening, and spoke to the children
of the Sunday-school in the afternoon.
Several said theyenjoyed the Word, and
found it good to be there. May lasting
benefit resnlt from these laboursa. "

IPSWICH.—It is with much pleasure
and feelings of thankfulness we wounld
record the goodness of our God in
connection with Bethesda Sunday-
school during the year 1898, We held
our annual teachers’ tea and public
meeting on January 11lth, 1899, and
were greatly encouraged by seeing so
many friends meet with us, About 100
sat down to tes, which was ably
provided by our old and esteemed
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Motum. In the
evening our pastor, Mr. Kern, presided,
and gave gave ue a helpful and
encouraging address. The report, as
read by the secretary, showed 224
echolars on the books and a staff of 24
officers and teachers. The year that
has passed has been ome of much
change in our school, but we would
rejoice in the fact that our God
changes not. We have lost 27 scholars
and have received into the school 29.
We have also lost three teachers
doring the year—one by removal in
the providence of God, one resigned,
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and one (our dear sister, Miss Sarah
Farrow) has passed the pearly gates, to
be for ever with the Lorg. The
treasurer’'s report showed that finan-
cially our school was in a prosperous
condition, as also the librarian’s report.
Brethren Morling (Hadleigh) and Tooke
(Grundisburgh) gave most helpful ad-
dresses, Our esteemed superintendent,
Mr. Garrard, and the treasurer, Mr.
Motum, also spoke of the goodness of
our God and help received during the
year. We feel more than ever the
need to instil into the young minds
the pure Word of God, while 80 much
that is contrary is being taught in the
Eresent day, and our prayer is that

ethesda Sunday-school may still be
blessed to the young, and that many
may be brought while young in years
to know and love Him whom to know
is life eternal. On Sunday, January 29,
1899, our pastor presented prizes for
attendance, &c., to about 100 scholars,
giving words of encouragement to the
scholars. Our brethren Chilvers and
Carr, with our president, each received
tokens of love and esteem. That we
may realise the blessing of the Master
resting upon our labours in connection
with the young, is our earnest prayer.,
—J. T. FARROW, Secretary.

“ENON,” CHATHAM.

SPECIAL New Year's services were held
here on Lord's-day, January 1st, when
the pastor preached—im the morning
from Isa. xxv. 1, “My God,” And in the
evening from Jer. iii. 4, “My Father.”

On Wednesday following the services
were continued, when Mr, E. Marsh
preached in the afternoon from John
1. 51. After this tea was served in the
schoolroom. Service was resumed in
the evening at 6.30, at which the
venerable beloved I. C. Johnson, of
Gravesend, presided. After singing,
reading, and prayer, deacon Cooper
was asked to give a brief account of
the past year's experience of the cause
of God in ““Enon.” This was responded
to as follows:—

The Chairman and Christian Friends,—By
the kindness of our covenant God, weas
a Church and congregation have been
brought through the year 1898, and desire
to render praise and thanksgiving to Him
for His mercies to us thus far; and_ we
believe that “He who has helped us
hitherto. will help us all our journey
through.” His love, wisdom, and power
are the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever.

We are pleased to say that the past year has
been one of steady progress in all branches
under the instrumentality of our dear
pastor. .

The congregation has increased. Three
have been added to the Church by bap-
tism and two by reunion. Two have been
transferred to a sister Church at a dis-
tance. Death has not taken any members
from us this year. The Benevolent Fund
is well supported. Our young friends who
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work the tract distribution have met with
encouragement. Our Sabbath-school is
(lourishing, the number of scholars ig 67,
and ¥ teachers, also an adult Bible-class
numerously attended. From January,
1897, to January, 1808, the amount col-
lected in the school for the Strict Baptist
Mission £2 10s., and we hope to have the
pleasure of Thearing our missionary
(brother Booth) before his return to India.

In conclusion, we heartily thank our friends
for their support throughout the year.

Trusting we mav still be kept together in
peace and unity, we remain, yours to
serve—THE DEACONS.

Our venerable brother Johnson then
gave us a most edifying and in every
way suitable address.

Pastor 8. J, Taylor, of Ilford.
delivered the “New Year's Address”
to the pastor, the deacons, the Church,
and the congregation, which was a
variety discourse, containing loving
thoughts, goodly words, savoury meats,
juicy fruits, comforting cordials, all to
express what Jesus is—“The same
yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” Con-
cluding remarks by the pastor,

On Wednesday evening, February 1st,
our beloved brother, Ernest A. Booth,
delivered his lantern lecture, entitled
* Hindu Life and Religion.”

Brother Booth briefly explained (at
the outset of the lecture) that we—i.c.,
brother Hutchinson and himself—are
determined to go upon the old lines of
Strict Baptist teaching in India the
same a8 in England, and, as the natives
are very excitable and impulsive, it is
very necessary to be plain, particular,
and patient in teaching them.

The lecture, which was illustrated by
about fifty views, and lasted nearly an
hour, was very interesting and in-
structive.

The pastor, who was in the chair,
said, at the close: Perhaps the work
which the Strict Baptist Mission is
trying to do, in properly instructing
the heathen in the way of salvation, is
the best contradiction of the popular
error concerning them as a Church,
that they wrap themselves up in the

arment of election, and care nothing

or the conversion of others, but leave
all that entirely to the dear Lord. No!
we do not believe anything of the kind.
We believe in prayer and effort properly
directed. Our beloved brother Booth is
a 8plendid evidence of this principle,
for he is working hard among the
Churches in the homeland month by
month during the furlough, which was
,%ra.nted him for rest and recuperation.

herefore a hearty vote of thanks was
accorded him for his visit and lecture
to “Enon,” Chatham, also to Mr, Per-
oival Hickmott, one of our congrega-
tion, who (by previeus arrangement)
brought his apparatus to the chapel
and exhibited brother Booth's views so
as to obviate the expense of bringing
apparatus and an operator from London,

Jex

thus helping the funds of the Mission.
A collection was made and handed
brother Booth, and duly acknowledged
by brother Brett, who also heartily
thanked the friends for the liberal
amount. VERITAS.

BLAKENHAM, SUFFOLK.—
‘‘Hitherto the Lord hath helped us.”
“True, we are few and feeble.” True,
we are located near where ritualistic
practices have been indulged in for
years.

“Yet may the feeble all be strong,

And make Jehovah's arm their song.”
Our annual members’ tea was held on
Monday evening, January 23rd. Finan-
cial and other matters were attended to.
By the report we were encouraged and
strengthened. On Jan. 25 our Sunday-
school teachers had their winter treat.
Meeting with groups of happy children
have a very elevatingand cheering effect
upon some of us. Tea being over,there
were various things to interest and
instruct the young,including an address
from our pastor and a few words from
the superintendent. On Lord's-day.
February 5sth, a dear young sister, who
had given a reason of the hope that was
in her, was immersed by Mr. Alexander
in the name of our triune God, and was
received into the Church on the same
day. We are very thankful for the
truths we are favoured to listen to from
time to time. May the Lord add His
blessing to the same, is the desire of
many.—M. A. M,

GLEMSFORD (EBENEZER). — On
Wednesday, Feb, 8th, the teachers.
singers, and friends were entertained
to tea by Mr. Clark, the superintendent.
in the Vestry to about thirty-eight.
After tea the meeting was opened by
brother Mason reading, and brother
Twinn prayed. A few appropriate re-
marks were made by Mr. Clark. Brother
Gowers spuke from “ My grace is
sufficient for thee,” Brother lason
addressed the teachers and wished them
God's speed in the work. Mr, Collar
spoke on ‘“The river of God's love.”
Teacher David Copsey, spoke on ‘‘The
fruits and effects of grace.” Mr. Under-
wood, the leader of the singing, said it
gave him great pleasure to be present
and to meet the teachers and friends on
such an occasion, and in a few remarks
expressed a wish that the truths which
it was our pleasure to listen to from
8unday to Sunday, might still continue
to be taught in the Sabbath School.
Brother Twinn made some solemn re-
marks on Sunday-school teaching. He
was still spared to meet once again and
that the hand of death had not taken
either teacher or scholar in the past
year. Though often weakand castdown,
he could say, * Hitherto the Lord hath
helped me.” The rest of the evening
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was spent in singing favourite hymns
and tunes. A vote of thanks was
returned to Mr. and Mrs, Clark; and
after brother Twinn saying. “the tie
certainly did bind tighter,” the good
old parting hymn was sung to
*Glasgow,” and the happy evening was
brought to a close.—ONE WHO WAS
THERE.

THE SURREY TABERNACLE.

It is with feelings of deep gratitude to
our covenant God that we record the
holding of the meetings in connection
with the completion of the Ninth
Volume of the Surrey Tabernacle
Tiitness.

A special service was held in our
God-hononred sanctuary in the after-
noon of Wednesday, the 15th February,
when a most encouraging discourse was
preached by Mr. Barrett, of Sutton-in-
Ashfield. from 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. A goodly
number of friends were present to listen
to the glorious truths set forth, and
many were the testimonies that it was
~ood to be there. A social tea was after-
wards partaken of in the large vestry,
and in the evenin% the beloved pastor
presided at a public meeting, and was
supported on the platform by several
ministerial brethren, the deacons, and
the members of the W itness Committee.
After the singing of hymn 236, brother
Davey read Isaiah lv.. and brother
Green supplicated the Divine blessing
to rest on the meeting, and on the work
of sending forth the Gospel of Truth
throngh the Witness.

The pastor said that before calling
on the many brethren to address the
meeting, e would say that from its
commencement the object of the com-
mittee had been, through the pages of
the Surrey Tulbernacle Witness, to send
forth God’s blessed truth, and he desired
earnestly to acknowledge the goodness
of the Lord in helping them thus far,
and seek for encouragement to still go
on in the work of faith and labour of
love.

Brother Battersby, the secretary to
the committee, then read the annual
report, and brother Wateon moved that
it be adopted and published. This was
seconded by brother Rundell in a
warm-hearted speech, in which he said
he was very much in love with the
eternal purposes of God, the greatest of
which was the salvation of countless
millions. Brother Stockwell, in sup-
porting the resolution, read an en-
couraging and interesting report from
the young friends connected with the
Penrose-street Sunday-school, who have,
in the fear of God, undertaken the
distribution of the Magazine in the
neighbourhood of the chapel.

Brother Cattell then addressed the
meeting, and noticed that we were all
witnesses either for or against the
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truth. There are ear-witnesses, eye-
witnesses, and, for the want of a better
term, we would say heart-witnesses.
In the spiritual sense the two latter
were to be preferred, as having tasted,
handled, and felt that of which they
testified. Brother Holden spoke of the
testlmon¥ he had personally received as
to the blessing the Witness had been
made in many places. Brother Riddle
gave a short address from the words,
“For now we see through a glass
darkly ; but then face to face” (1 Cor.
xiii. 12). Brother Carr, in speakin
from the words in 1 John v. 20, traceﬁ
the gradual development of the refer-
ences to the Lord Jesus Christ through
the Old and New Testaments from the
“‘Seed of the woman” to the ‘ Lamb in
the midst of the throne.”

During the singing of that grand
hymn, “Grace, ’tis & charming sound,”
a collection was made on behalf of the
Witness fund.

Brother Barrett, who next spoke,
commended the Witness as being most
suitable for distribution far and wide,
on account of its purity, orthodoxy, and
simplicity. Brother Bush urged greater
diligence in prayer for the blessing of
God to rest on the written Word thus
sent forth. Mr. Savage, in speaking
from the words of Christ to Pilate, in
John xviii. 37, encouraged the friends
to persevere in the good work of dis-
tributing the Witness, They might
meet with many a Pilate in the course
of their visits, but assuredly God would
honour His own truth.

The pastor, after thanking his minis-
terial friends for their kindness,
regretted that time forbade his asking
gseveral other brethren to speak,
“Praise God from whom all blessings
flow” having been heartily sung, the
chairman pronounced the benediction,
and thus ended a meeting worthy of
the traditions of the Surrey Tabernacle,
a time indeed of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord. H.C.W.

HILPERTON, WILTS,—On Lord’s-
day, Jan. 29, 1899, our Sunday-school
received, at the hands of our pastor, the
annual prizes of Bibles and books, some
of which were presents, others rewards
for attendance. Parents were invited,
and a goodly number were present. The
hymns sung by the children were from
School Hymn-book by Wileman. Our
pastorread 1 Sam. xvii., the subject being
David’s victory over the giant Goliath,
showing how the victory was entirely
of the Lord, reminding the children
that each one had giants to figzht with—
such ag evil tempers, self-will, stub-
bornness, lying, &c., all being very
difficult to overcome, but all would be
overcome in the Lord's strength. As
David went forth in His mighty name,
and obtained victory over the giant, so
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all our giants might be laid low at our
feet, if we meet them in His strength,
and His only. The children were very
attentive to the address, and we pray
that the words may profit them, and
that the seed sown in weakness may
spring up and bring forth much fruit,
to the glory of God. After the address,
the prizes were distributed with loving,
prayerful words of counsel and exhorta-
tion. The service was much enjoyed by
old and young. May great blessing
follow. 8o prays—PILGRIM.

IPSWICH (Z0oAR).—OQOur annual New
Year’s meeting was held on Jan. 19. A
good congregation assembled in the
afternoon, when an excellent sermon
was delivered by Mr. Hazelton (of
Wattisham) from 2 Tim. i. 12. Nearly
100 stayed together to tea. At the
evening meeting the chapel was well
filled. Our pastor (Mr. Bardens) pre-
gided, Brother Howe implored the
divine blessing, The chairman read
Psa. cxxii., and offered a few remarks,
after which the secretary read the
annual financial statement, which
showed that we are practically out of
debt, for which we are thankful to God
and to our kind friends. Addresses
were given by brethren Bland, Ling,
Alexander, and Hazelton. The sermon
and addresses were full of solid and
weighty Gospel truth, which gladdens
our hearts, refreshes our spirits, and
-exalts and glorifies our God.—H. B.

Aged Pilgrims’ Corner.

‘THE annual tea,given by the committee
to the inmates of the Camberwell
Asylum, took place on Tuesday after-
noon, Jan. 17, when a large company
were gathered together, After an hour
-of Christian fellowship, a meeting was
held, presided over by Mr. G. Creasey.
‘The treasurer, and Messrs. Dolbey,
Savage, Carr, Rundell, Head, Bumstead,
Boulden, Green, and secretary, took
part. The aged friends were greatly
cheered by the words of loving, Christian
sympathy to which t}ley listened.

*

On Jan, 13, a somewhat similar
meeting was held in the Hall of the
Hornsey-rise Asylum, the tea being
followed by a lecture on Switzerland,
by Mr. E. Ash, illustrated by dissolving
views. The majority of the inmates,
with many friends, were able to be
present, and an enjoyable evening was
spent.

***

The inmates of the Brighton Home,
together with many of the local out-
pensioners, met at the Home, on Jan.
25, After ten, brother D. Friend took
the ohair, and addresses were given by
Messrs, Cambridge, Glover, Hayles, and
secretary of Parent Soociety. It is a

[

subject for much thankfulness that the
Institution is gaining 80 much sympathy
and support in the town,

L

.

The friends connected with the Win-
chester Auxiliary are building a Home
in the City for the reception of seven of
the local pensioners, and have collected
about half the sum needed. On Jan. 21,
the memorial stone was laid in the
presence of a representative assembly.
Addresses were given by secretary of
Parent Society, and others.

#

By the advance of 156 of the £5 Js.
pensioners to the £7 7s. pension, in
January, an additional expenditure of
over £300 per annum has been incurred.
The committee feel sure that this step,
which has brought increased comfort to
80 many, will result in new friends
giving their support to an Institution
which, by the blessing of God. is
smoothing the pathway and cheerin
the declining years of 1,511 of His ageg
pilgrims,

Past and Passing Events.

Tottenham true to its pastor. Thurs-
day evening, Feb. 2nd, before commen-
cing theserviceat Ebenezer, Philip-lane,
on behalf of the Church and congrega-
tion. Mr. J. P. Gibbens, the pastor, was
presented with

***

A purse, containing £4 10s. as a token
of their love and esteem to him, it being
the anniversary of his natural birth-
day. In reply, Mr. Gibbens said, " That
you should appreciate my labours in
the Lord’s cause, is a

FRESH ENCOURAGEMENT.”
= K

A special service was conducted inthe
parish Church of Broadhembury, Devon,
on Friday, Jan. 20th, by the Rev.C. L.
James, vicar, when a beautiful tablet
was unveiled to the memory of the Rev.
Augustus Montague Toplady, author of
the well-known hymn, ** Rock of Ages.”
Toplady was vicar of Broadhembury
from 176 to 1778.

* x

The sermon preached at the unveiling
of the tablet was, very appropriately,
delivered by the present Editor of the
Gospel Magazine, the Rev., James
Ormiston, rector of St, Mary-le-Port,
Bristol.

*
*

Charstield, Suffotk.—S. Beall-Stocker,
after six months’ probation, hasaccepted
the unanimous invite to the pastorate;
congregationsincreased ; village stations
packed ; prayer-meetings well attended;
a large number of young people. God
be praised. Public recognition pre-
sently.
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In the Ark. at Dunmow, they com-
menced the year with an early vrayer-
meeting, well attended. * The Lord was
with us,” the spirit of love pervaded.-
We thanked God for past mercies and
asked for future blessings on

* ¥

*

Our pastor, that God may abundantly
bless him and the cause. Four added
during the past year. Congregations
increased. Praise God.—S.B.

* %

*

We deeply regret to announce the
death (suddenly) of Mr. John
Warburton, solicitor, of Hendon and
Finsbury-circus. Departed was Hon,
Solicitor to the Gospel Standard
Societies, son of the late John
Warburton, of Southill, and grandson
of the late John Warburton, of Trow-
bridge, & man of noble parts, upright,
and a leading man in his profession.

* ®

*

We had the pleasure of his personal
acquaintance, and can testify that, like
others, as we sometimes say, “I am not
what I once. was; I am not what- I
should be; ITam not what I hope tobe.”

Hadleigh, Suffolk—After eight and a
half years' pastorate, Mr. A. Morling is
resigning, and concludes his ministry
at end of April next.

St. Albans, looking up and looking
out. The Church at Bethel, pastor W.
Wileman, are about to enlarge their
chapel; they have purchased the
dwelling-house and land adjoining .the
chapel for £450. This is looking 12,]; ; we
expect presently they will be looking
out for help.

Raunds.—A Northants sparrow says,
“1 observe in reading E.V. & G.H, each

month that our causes of truth are so |

alike, that it might be monotonous to
your readers in telling them that we
have our days of prosperity and days of
trial. We are hoping to have a few
seasons of special reviving during 1899.”
And from

Irthlingboro, news comes of ‘‘the
moving of the waters,” and a New
Year’s presentation of £9 to pastor W.
H. Jarman.

Bilston (Bethesda), — A social tea
meeting wags held here on Dec, 28th,
1898. During the meeting which
followed, the pastor was presented
with his photo,enlarged in crayons and
framed. Twobeautifully bound volumes
of music were also given to Master D.
R. Smith, in appreciation of services
rendered for the past fifteen months as
organist at Sunday and week-day
services,
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Macriage.

WILLIAMS —ELLIOTT.—December 10, 1898,
at Shaw-street, Liverpool, by pastor B.
Waller, Miss Elizabeth Elliott, formerly of
Birmingham, to Mr. Thomas Williams,
deacon of Shaw-street Chapel.

Gone FHome.
EMILY JA;E—DEARING,

the beloved wife of our.dear ministerial
brother, Abel Dearing, and daughter of our
venerable father in. Israel, James Monk,
passed- away on January 2nd, after a very
short illness, leaving a blessed testimony
that precious divine grace freely given had
ripened and prepared for the home beyond.
Our dear sister was of a very quiet and
retiring disposition, known only to the few,
but to those of us who were favoured with
a2 more intimate acquaintance she had
endeared herself as a lover of Zion and a
humble, sincere follower of her Lord. A care-
ful reader, with . a thoughtful, intelligent
mind, it was given her to form a gracious
judgment and speak the word in season. A
good correspondent she had for many years
been asthe Secretary of the Cause at Bierton,
prompter to her husband in his labour of
love, and as a mother, wife and_ daughter,
her sorrowing relatives only knew her
worth. Interred in Bierton Cemeteryaftera,
short, impressive service in chapel filled with
sympathctic friends, by Pastor Witton, of
Avylesbury.

SARAH ELIZABETH TAYLOR

(wife of Mr. W, H. Taylor, of 16, Wharf-road,
City-road, many years minister of the Gos-
pel and for eight years statedly at Tonbridge)
has gone home. Departed and her husbaud
were for 25 years members of the Surrey
Tabernacle. She passed through many trials
and afflictions.
“Once a monrner here below,
She wet her couch with tears,
She wrestled hard as we do now
With sins, and doubts, and fears.”

The monrning card reads:—

“In Loving Memory of
SARAH ELIZABETH TAYLOR,
Who passed into Heaven on Feb. 2nd, 1899,
Aged 66 Years.

A most affectionate Wife and Godly Woman
through Rich and Sovereign Grace.
Interred in Abney Park Cemetery, Saturday,
February 11th,

 She often said :(—
‘I stand on Jesu’s merit,
I know no other stand.’
And again :—
¢To Heaven I lift my waiting eyes,
There all my hopes are laid;
The God who built the earth and skics

Is my perpetual aid.’ X

Her last words were: ‘I am passing
through the stream; my Jesus has come to
carry me over.’”

On the day of the funeral, service was
held in the house. conducted by Mr,
W. Sinden, where friends gathered from
various parts, some coming from Tonbridge.
At the grave the hymn, “ Why do we mourn
departed friends?” was sung, and Mr.
Sinden committed her mortal remains tothe
custody of the grave till the resurrection
morn.

Deceased’'s maiden name was Keeble,
daughter of one of the former deacons of
the Surrey Tabernacle,—JOHN.




'PASTOR SAMUEL J. TAYLOR, ‘EBENEZER,” ILFORD.
(See page 102.)

Homely Hemurks,

The Presidential Address delivered at the M.A.8.B.C. Annual Meeting,
By MR. WALTER ABBOTT.

ELOVED BRETHREN,—It is with mingled feelings that I address
you this evening from this presidential chair. I freely confess that
your esteem and regard expressed in calling me to the position I now
occupy as President of our beloved Association has given me great
pleasure ; but this has been tempered by a fear lest I should prove
unequal to the proper discharge of the duties and responsibilities
pertaining to the office. It ig difficult for me to conceive the reasons
that have led you to select me for this high position, but I am deeply
grateful for this free expression of your confidence in, and love towards
me. I desire to enter upon the office with humility, and promise to
discharge its duties to the very best of the ability that God has bestowed
upon me. The delivery of what is known as the ¢Presidential

Vor, LV. Arrin. 1899. o
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Address,” is the part of the duties of the office which has caused me
most perturbation of spirit. I belong to the practical rather than the
speaking section of the community. My life has been spent mainly in
business, so that I have not had leisure for study and culture, nor do
T possess the gifts with which many of our brethren present are
endowed. May I here venture to give a definition of what I regard to
be true oratory. I do 1ot take it to be the employment of high-flown,
flowery language accompanied by excessive gesture, but the true, sincere
expression of the feelings of the heart ; a distinet and ready utterance
of the convictions of the mind; a hearty, honest deliverance of one’s very
soul. 1 am sure you will listen patiently and with forbearance to the
few homely remarks which alone I shall attempt to make. I shall
endeavour not to get out of my depth, but keep near the shore, speaking
only of things with which I am familiar.

1 pause here for a few moments to refer to the calling home of that
dear man of God, Charles Wilson. Our beloved departed Brother was in
the fullest and largest sense a faithful, cheerful, and unmistakeable
type of a bright, happy Christian. His fervency, energy, and frankness
drew from all our hearts admiration and affection, that we may worthily
seek to imitate. He was what he was by the grace of God, and his
memory will ever bear a sweet fragrance. The words of the Psalmist,
- Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of that man
is peace,” are beautifully illustrative of our ascended brother.

- His soul to Him who gave it rose, | And though the warrior’s sun has set,

God led it to its long repose, Its light shall linger round us yet,
Its glorious rest. Bright, radient, blest.”

Let me now say that I greatly prize these * gatherings of the tribes ;"
these periodical meetings in connection with our beloved denomination,
We are delighted to meet our brethren and sisters on these occasions ;
to get a hearty grip of the hand, expressing the mutual love we bear one
to another ; to feel that we are among our own company, with whom,
through divine grace, we are travelling on through many trials, temp-
tations, and sorrows to the better country, the haven of eternal rest ;
where we hope to dwell with our glorious Saviour and Lord, and enjoy
for ever the perfection of bliss. It is very cheering also to contem-
plate what these gatherings represent. We think of the various Churches,
“ endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace,”
“ earnestly contending for the faith once delivered to the saints,” and
rejoicing in each other’s prosperity. We picture the goodly band of
pastors, who watch over the various flocks, and faithfully proclaim the
truths of the everlasting Gospel, and the blessings that attend their
labours. OQur Sunday-school teachers, a noble body of self-denying
workers in the Lord’s vineyard, pass before our mind. Their labours
Sabbath by Sabbath are a vast power for good to an extent which
eternity alone will disclose. We think of our Bible-classes, with the
opportunities they furnish for instruction and growth in grace to our
young friends ; our Missionary efforts; our Tract Distribution, Sick
Visiting, and Benevolent Societies. These, and other agencies we
cannot now mention, are channels by which God blesses us, His creatures,
These gatherings remind us of those numerous streams * which make
glad the city of God.” They fill our hearts with gratitude, and stimu-
late us to renewed and increased efforts in the service of our God.
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But it has been laid on my mind that some of vs scarcely appreciate
-our opportunities for service as we should, and the few remarks I may
make shall be devoted to stirring up your pure minds by putting you in
remembrance of some things, which my experience and obgervation as a
-deacon teach me are too apt to be overlooked or forgotten. It is our
great privilege to serve God, and seek the welfare of Zion. Let us do it
with all the powers and talents with which He has entrusted us, not as
-of some hard necessity laid upon us, but with alacrity and delight.
Suffer me then in the spirit of kindness and love, yet with all earnest-
ness, to urge a few practical things upon your attention and prayerful
.consideration. Allow me to present some of my thoughts in the form
-of one or two homely questions.

I begin by asking whether we sufficiently recognise the position owr
pastors occupy 7 They are God’s servants to us for our good and welfare,
and are to be “ highly esteemed in love for their works’ sake.” Their
whole lives are devoted to seeking our spiritual edification. A pastor,
4 man after God's own heart, who ‘“feeds the flock with knowledge and
understanding,” is a choice gift from God. From his lips we receive
the word of life, the mind and will of our heavenly Father. He is the
channel by which sweetest consolations reach our hearts, and through
Him the admonitions, reproofs, cautions, and counsels we equally need
«come to our souls. Do we sufficiently sympathise with our pastors in
their exercises of mind and heart respecting the welfare of the flock and
the ingathering of the other sheep ? Are we as ready as we should be
to receive the messages they bring ? Is there not sometimes a disposi-
tion rather to criticise their utterances than to *‘receive with meekness
the engrafted word which is able to save our souls ?” We do not plead
for any priestly authority for our pastors, nor for slavish deference on
the part of the people. Bat faithful servants of God should be received
as His messengers, due esteem should be manifested for them, sympathy
should be shown them, and their testimony gladly received.

Again, is it sufficiently recognised that our pastors are men and need
support?  They need our constant prayers, and unless our pastors are
upheld by our prayers they will soon become weary. More prayer for
the pastors by the people will be followed by increased blessings on the
Word, for God gives in answer to prayer. They require also temporal
support for themnselves, and their families, that their energies be not
sapped by care for their bodily wants. We know that but few wealthy
are found among uvs, and many of our friends give very freely of their
substance to the support of the ministry. Yet we are persnaded that it
would be a revelation to not a few Church Members if they were to
devote, say, a tenth of their income to the support of the Lord’s cause.
If they laid it aside regularly they would be surprised to find how much
more they could do than they have hitherto done. “Jf the pastors sow
unto us spiritual things, is it a great thing if they reap our carnal
things ?”" I am persuaded that sysfematic and proportionate giving
would relieve our pastors of their temporal anxieties. Support them also
we should by telling them of the blessiugs we receive through the
ministry. I think it was the late Mr. Spurgeon, who said, “Tell your
minister of any blessing you have received through him, for that will
send him to his knees to weep out his gratitude to God for owning and
blessing his labours.” It will also greatly support him in his work.
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I would now venture to address myself and my brethren with me who
hold the office of deacons in our Churches. Some weighty and solemn
charges are given to us in the Word of our God. We must be grave
without being morose ; cheerful, but not light or frivolous. The peace
and prosperity of our Churches, under God, depends largely upon the
deacons. We have duties to discharge towards both pastor and people.
It is our privilege to encourage and uphold our pastors in many ways.
Tpon us also devolves the burden of the temporal cares of the Churches,
the provision for the pastor, and the charge of the poor. We hold too,
as I will call it—the dignified position of doorkeepers and pew openers.
Tpon us it devolves to conduct strangers to a seat, and provide them
with hymn-books. 1 do not think we should leave this to our chapel-
keepers. First impressions are sometimes lasting. To be received and
attended to courteously on entering a strange place of worship disposes
one to listen favourably to that which may be advanced during the
service: and to be courteous is a divine precept. We should endeavour
to give strangers one of the best seats, and not conduct them to any out-
of-the-way pew. And if opportunity serves we should speak a word of
welcome to them, or express a hope that they have profited under the
Word. Here,indeed, much wisdom and discretion are necessary. Various
are the temperaments and dispositions of those who attend the sanctuary.
Anything like an effusive welcome is distasteful to some reserved persons.
Some dear souls if they have obtained a morsel do not wish to speak to
anyone lest they should lose it, but want to carry it home direct and
meditate npon 1t. Others desire an opportunity to speak of what they
have received to the praise and glory of God. Few will resent a kindly
word spoken discreetly, and it may just afford the opening some are
longing for ; and in this way we may often obtain a word which shall
enable us to cheer our pastor by giving him to know tbat the Lord has
blessed the Word. Again, it is our privilege as deacons to be ensamples
to the flock in every good word and work ; and, may 1 say, especially
in our liberal support of every institution connected with the Church.

Suffer mme now to address all our friends, members of our various
Clourches and congregations. 1 would draw attention to attendance at
public worship. It is to be feared that some of us allow very trifling
matters to prevent us going to the services of the sanctuary. “My
brethren, this ought not to be.” The service and worship of God should
he foremost with us. Any neglect of the house of God is a dishonour
done to the God of the house. Again, some seem not to make it a matter
of conscience to be early at the services; they drop in after the service
has begun. I know that there are cases where this is at times unavoid-
able. In such cases it is better late than never,” though I much prefer
“ better never late.” The practice of being late, where it can be
avoided. is very reprehensible. It disturbs others who are engaged in
solemn worship, distracting their minds, and robs the souls of those who
are guilty of it. * Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in Zion,” said
David. This order late-comers reverse; God may wait for the praise,
as far as they are concerned. In most cases a little forethought would
prevent this great evil:— :

¢ A little less indulgence in the bed—
A little more contrivance in the head—

A little more devotion in the mind—
Would quite prevent your being so behind.”
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I feel constrained here to say a word respecting the proyer-meetings.
These opportunities are by some sadly neglected; yet prayer is one of
the most important spiritual exercises. The prayer-meeting is the pulse
of the Church, and the spiritual thermometer by which its temperature
may be tested. But it is to be feared that some of our brethren who
attend the prayer-meetings do not much conduce to the profit of the
gathering. I want to speak kindly and reverently, yet very decidedly.
Some of our brethren’s prayers are so lengthy that they weary those who
are listening. Not unfrequently the life of a prayer is in inverse ratio
to its length; and even when the brother praying is in the spirit, a
quarter of an hour is too long to occupy with advantage to those who
are present. Five or six minutes, I think, should be the limit in an
ordinary way; and if three minutes only were occupied in real prayer,
it would be commonly more profitable. Two or three long-winded
brethren, occupying twenty minutes each, are sufficient to kill the
devotion of the best prayer-meeting. Short prayers are usually most full
of life. Ishall ever remember hearing a dear old brother pray, though he
attered but & few words. He commenced to quote his own words, spoken
evidently right from his heart, ¢ O Lord, ‘rewive’ Thy work in my soul,”
and then, after a few more sentences, sat down. Shorter prayers, with
more life and earnestness in them, are what we want at our prayer-
meetings.

And now, brethren, I will conclude these few homely remarks with
the apostolic exhortation, ‘¢ Let brotherly love continue.” Our beloved
denomination has been passing through a crisis, which has cansed many
of us much anxiety and distress. On one matter of considerable
importance I have found myself separated in judgment from many of
my brethren whom I love and esteem. I do earnestly pray that we may
‘none of us allow a difference in judgment to affect our love and esteem
for each other. We must not * give place to the devil,” but rather
“ resist him that he may flee from us.” Let us exercise great forbear-
ance one toward another, and believe each other to be actnated by the
highest motives, even in the things wherein we differ. Let all unchari-
tableness be banished, and the heart and tongue be well guarded. Let
us diligently watch that no root of bitterness springs up in our midst.
Rather may grace so constrain us to act and speak that outsiders may
be compelled to say, © See how these Strict Baptists love ome another.™
May this be a year of great blessing to all our Churches, and of
increased usefulness to our beloved Association. I close with the lines
-of one of our poets : —

© SyprreEME High Priest, the pilgrim’s light,
My heart for Thee prepare,
Thine imagine stamp and deeply write
Thy superscription there.

Ah'! let my forehead bear Thy seal,
My arm Thy badge retain ;

My heart the inward witness feel
That I am born again,

Ah! give me, Lord, the single eye
Which aims at nought but Thee ;

I fain would live, and yet not I,
Let Jesus live in me.”
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY—No. V,
Pastor SaMUEL J. TAYLOR, * ERENEzER,” ILFORD.

EAR BROTHER BANKS,—Obeying your request for a sketch of
my life, I consider it one more call for Deut. viii. 2 to be carried
out: * Thou shalt remember all the way the Lord thy God led fiee these
forty (and ¢wo) years in the wilderness,” &c. May the * favour " which
is borne unto His people, be borne upon me, and born into me (Psa.
cvi. 4). The forty-two years of my being can be divided into four
periods or calls : (1) A natural one in 1856, at Stepney ; (2) a spiritual
one in 1874, at Bow ; (3) a ministerial one in 1890, at Upton; (4) a
pastoral one in 1898, at Ilford —all four links in God’s chain of provi-
dence and grace. Briefly, the events of each shall be summarized, as
the Lord guides, with Medley’s lines in view :—

‘“ How sovereign, wonderful, and free,
Is all His love to sinful me!
He plucked me as & brand from hell,
My Jesus hath done all things well.”

(1) MY NATURAL CALL

into being was given May 14th, 1856. Much frailty and weakness rested upon
me from birth, and for some years, yet God placed me in the tender arms of
19ving parents and other relatives :—a Christian father, who at 35,and when I
was five, ** left " my mother for heaven ; a praying mother, whoal 48, and when
1 had just reached manhood, was * translated ” to glory; a sainted grand-
tather, Mr. Joseph Matthews, 60 years a schoolmaster, and who died at 93 ;
his two daughters (my aunts, who still survive)—all these encircled my early
years with the hedge of care, educational training, religious instruction, and
carnest prayer. These *“ means” were not valueless ; for all the above (except
my father) saw the day when I was baptized and added to the Church. My
hard-working, struggling, widowed mother was supported by God to keep
myself and sister, who died two years after mother, resting on the words of
Jesus in John xiv., which were the last I read to her. My father’s brother
(Mr. H. Taylor) and his wife acted kindly to us all, in whose house my sister
passed away. At the age of 24 I was fatherless, motherless, sisterless, yet.
* God was with me,” for
“Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never-failing skill,
He treasured up His bright designs,
And worked His sovereign will.”

In 1877, when I most needed it, in more ways than one, He opened the
Leart of a Christian woman and her husband to open their home to me, where
I was for years, till I had a home of my own,

(2) MY SPIRITUAL CALL.

Frowm boyhood, my mother led me to God’s house ; her hpnd I still feel,
and her prayers have not lost their influence. My mother being a member of
the General Baptist Church in South Grove, Bow, under the care of Mr. J.
Harrison, [ went there to Sunday-school. When nearly 17 T left this one, and
went to another at Blackthorn Street, Bow Common, Mr. James R. Cox the
diligent and true pastor. I still firmly believe that the wheel of God's provi-
dence so revolved round wy life at this time, that at this place the wheel of
His grace might roll on towards me there, and carry me forward to His mercy-
seat for pardon (see Ezekiel i.). By so much religious surrounding fqrmerly
mentioned I was preserved from open sinfulness, yet I thought very sinfully,
spulee sinfully, acted sinfully, but did not feel sinful—sin-full —till the light of
the Spirit slione into my dark, dead heart. And in this wise (all praise to His
power). Ina Young Men's Bible Class, conducted by a godly man, Mr. T,
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Pratt, now 6,000 miles away, the Holy GGhost convinced me of my sinnershiyp,
“ made me a sinner,” as Hart has it. Pride and shame of my patural heart
strove hard against His power, and I sought to hide my feelings. But, blessed
be God, the invincible Spirit prevailed, and His own sword-thrust, which
wounded me, “ All we like sheep have gone astray : we have turned every one
to his own way " (Isaiah liii. 6), I still felt the piercing of. As Paul says -
*The commandment came, sin revived, and I died.”” In this state [ inwardly
longed for some Philip to come to the desert where I was, and tell me about
Him who was “led as a sheep to the slaughter.” And yet this was hid in my
breast, and untold. At leugth, one Sabbath afternoon, my teacher was Spirit-
led to suggest, that if any young man was concerned about his soul, and did
not care to speak to him publicly, to give him a note. ¢ This is God’s hand,”
[ said, and did so. On January 2lst, 1874, the God-sent Pbilip and his
audience of one met for two hours—for prayer, reading of the Word, guidance,
salvation. That night deliverance came. The remaining part of Isaiah liii. 6
wasg applied with revealing and healing power, and a bestowed faith laid hold
on the words :  And the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” while
the sealing sense of a sinner pardoned was given me. The prayers of a
Saviour, of a mother, of a teacher now were unitedly fulfilled in the wanderer
coming home. As in creation, so in this new creation, “ the evening and the
morning were the first day ;" for, on waking up next morn, Psalm xxx. 5
entered into me, confirming the work of grace in my soul :—* Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.” I had joy. I rwas glad.
Jesus loved me, and had forgiven me. Soon, however, I was cast down by
Satan’s sharp thrusts at the reality of my change. Day and night, privately
and openly, “ tears” of distress of soul were my ‘“ meat.” Butthe enemy's
“flood” was met by the Spirit's *standard,” and driven back. In a City
office, at uoon, I was compelled to seek for relief from this desolating doubt.
On my knees the word lived in my heart :—* And it shall come to pass that
before they call I will answer : and while they are yet speaking I will hear”
(Isaiah lxv. 24). I rose, freed in that liberty which only Jesus' name, blood
and righteousness, could procure. After twenty-five years’ pilgrim-experience
I mourn that “in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing,” but yet am
glad of the writing : “Sin shall not have dominion over you . . . ye are
under grace.” In April following I was baptized, and joined the Church,
where I remained till Nov., 1885, as teacher, school secretary, sick visitor,and
open air preacher, and where I was married in 1883. Moving from the
neighbourhood, we were led to Hope Chapel, Bethnal Green (Mr. Copeland,
then pastor), where our cousin was to be baptized. This time and place were
God-designed for my mind and heart to be led into the doctrines of grace
as held by the Strict Baptists. My wife and [ were received on our own
testimony into the Church, where we stayed 18 months (I being in the school
all the time). In 1887 we removed to Forest Gate, and joined Gurney-road
(Mr. Lyan, then pastor), when I left in 1898 (being eight years the school
gecretary) to become the pastor of Ilford.
‘“Grace taught my soul to pray,
And made my eyes o’erflow,

'Twas grace which kept me to this day.
And will not let me go.”

(3) MY MINISTERIAL CALL.

From early years I desired to be a minister, and had an esteem for God's
gervants. On July 27th, 1890 (nearly five years after I left the General
Baptists) I preached forthe first time for the Strict Baptists at Ferndale-road,
Upton, as a substitute in an emergency, and with a few hours’ notice. How I
went and felt other ministers know. The invite was renewed, and yet again,
Ponder's End also seeking me out.. In 1895 other doors opened. I now felt
my position to be a seriously solemn one. “ Was I to remain in the school, or
resign and go forth preaching the Word 2  Who could decide > _* The Lord
only shall,” I said. And this is how iy prayer was answered. In January,
1896, Mr. J. Gardner (now pastor at Chatham) asked me (as regards a preacher
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1 was a stranger to him) to supply for him at Streatham, Epping, Ilford, &c.
1 did so, taking this as from the Lord, His servant being a discreet and faith-
ful man of God. He, later on, suggested my joining the London Strict
Baptist Ministers’ Association. I went to prayer over this matter. An answer
was supplied me in a double way: Guidance as to my course, and the subject
for my sermon, if asked to preach a trial sermon. Jolhn vi. 37 was unmistakeably
given me: ‘‘ All that the Father giveth Me, shall come to Me; and
him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast out.” On May 5th I preached
from this text before the Ministers of this much-needed Association. They
accepted my services, because I believe the Lord had accepted me, and sent
me. Powerfully before the day, and on the day thesc texts, amongst others,
were laid on my mind :—* Arise, and go and preach the preaching I bid thee”
—*“ My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thoe rest” (the latter
named to me by my wife). From this time forward I was engaged nearly
every Lord’s-day, so that when June, 1896, arrived, and the election of school
officers took place, I had to resign, for the only cause which I prayed twelve
months before might be the sole ground of my retiring—my being fully
occupied each Lord's-day in the ministry. Many other evidences, and
experiences, and portions of Scripture could I tell of, but let these four
evidences be named, why I believe I am called by God to be a minister of the
Gospel : — o

(1) By many exercises of mind inwrought by the Spirit.

(2) By open doors to preach (not opened by me) ; thus effectively closing
other doors of usefulness.

(3) By the reception of the Word preached by experienced saints of God.

(4) By many distinct calls through the Word, establishing me in this holy
service.

“J venture in Thy name to go,
My hopes alone on Thee rely ;
May streams that from Thy river flow,
My heart with joy and strength sapply.”

(4) MY PASTORAL CALL.

On Feb. 16th, 1896, I preached at Ilford for the first time, from Deut. viii.
2. Occasionally, till May, 1897, as there were opportunities, I supplied there.
On the 5th of this month (exactly one year after I was accepted by the Strict
Baptist Ministers’ Association), a three months’ invite to preach regularly was
given. Much exercise of mind and humbling this caused. Even Gideon’s
double sign I required. Passing over many Scriptural answers afforded to my
heart-prayer : “ Is there any word from the Lord ?”’ this one was confirming,
and still remains : “ When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in
His glory " (Psa. cii. 16). I thankfully replied : ¢ Upon that I can go, Lord,
if Thou wilt build up Zion, and Thou have all the glory.” At the end of this
period I received a six months’ invite, with a view to the pastorate, beginning
Jan., 1898. I felt that I dare not decline, as there were signs of the
Lord’s hand amongst His people. On March 24th the pastorate was tendered.
Unuiistakably the Lord was reviving the cause, the congregation had doubled,
the finances very prosperous, and spiritual life and energy quickened. Yet I
was in sorrow.” I saw no additions to the Church, nor the awakening of
sinners under my ministry, as a present seal to future work. But I felt
unable to leave the people ‘or work, and sought the Master’s face, hand and
word for guidance. On April 23rd, at Gurney-road prayer-meeting, this
verse was blessed to me : —
“Lead me in all Thy righteous ways,
Nor suffer me to slide:
Make glain Thv path before my face,

My God, be Thou my Guide.”

and on April 25th :—
“His Word a light before me spreads,
By which our path we see,

His love a banner o'er our heads,
From harm preserves us free.”
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On April 30th, reading Iawker'y portion for the morning on 1 Sam. xii. 24,
where he says, ‘* Close the month with this sweet Scripture,”’ the call to [1ford
was so impressively connected, and singularly joined with these two portions :
—*“Thou hast loosed my bonds ;" ““Take My blessing that is bronght to thee,
becauso God hath dealt graciously with thee,” that T was Divinely compelled
to say :—
“Lord, 'tis enough, I ask no more.
These blessings are divine,”
and at once sent off iny acceptance of the pastorate, for Jesus’ sake. As a
confirmation of my act this word in the cvening was given, after the letter
was sent :—* See, I bave accepted theein this thing also,” this portion guiding
me two years ago when entering more fally into the ministry and now sealing
both that and this act as God’s ordering, and for my comfort.
* 0. let me see the hand of love,
Sealing the Gospel word ;
And feel an unction all divine
Descending from the Lord.”

In closing, I see and feel how my life and its events have been providen-
tially and graciously planned: removals, occupations, education. experiences,
sicknesses, trials, joys—all links of the fourfold chain of calls for His purposes
to ke accomplished. IHow also, for the last thirteen years. he has given me
pastors such as J. Copeland, J. H. Lyun, I. Marsh, that I might profit and
become fit for His service.

Since July 3rd, 1898, when my pastorate commenced, the Lord has done
greater things for Ilford :—a new chapel ; three added to the Church: a
school commenced, and the debt half cleared. Tor the sake of Christ and
His Church I feel the weighty charge of Paul to Timothy :— Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.
rightly dividing the word of truth ” (2 Tim. ii. 15). So spiritually aspires.

Yours fraternally,

SavreL Joserir Tavror.
11, Thorpe-road, Odessa-road., Forest Gate, E.

P.S.—An account of the recognition services and of the opening of the
new chapel at Ilford appeared in September and Deceraber, 1898.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.
By M, A. J.

¢ Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities,” &c.—Rom. viii. 26.

HE apostle, after stating various things relative to the peculiar
functions of the Holy Spirit, goeson to enumerate many experiences
associated with the believer’s life, and has gathered the various topics
under discussion into two main propositions. These will appear to the
mind, as we proceed to state, or rather to call attention to, the large
provision made for us by our Father, and the constant help we are
privileged to receive day by day. To produce an inteuse desire for
supply, we are reminded of the suffering, and certain other things
calculated toimpede our progress. Hindrances there are, but ultimate
victory is sure. While here our life is one of faith and hope, as may
be gathered from the ending verse of the passage before us, which
verse stands in close relationship. Indeed, ver. 26 may be considered
an expansion of the thought expressed in ver. 25, ** We are saved
by hope.” Then naturally enough, if possessing ‘‘hope,” we patiently
endure, Hope of salvation, final deliverance, and glorious realization,
I
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help us to bear the cross, and sustain under afflictive dispensations.
Therefore, just as hope sustains under trial, so the Spirit aids us in our
infirmities. We proceed to notice,

DIVINE HELP IN HUMAN WEAKNESS.

“ The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities.” The infirmities are many.

We only notice a few! Tt is said, and no doubt truly, ¢ We that are
in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened.” What constitutes the
burden we carry ? A moment's reflection will make it clear that our
burden is twofold—sIiNn., Men tell us of God’s full, free, and eternal
pardon ; but that does not take away the consciousness of indwelling
sin, nor the fact that sin is frequently committed by us. The keener
our conceptions, the more sensitive our minds are, the more intensely
do we feel, and consequently the heavier the burden becomes, The
other part of our burden is that of SUFFERING. There is one thought
which is most trying and perplexing to many of the Lord’s family,
viz., that a great number of good and godly men and women, of true
and evenly balanced minds should suffer so much and so long. This
of course is among the all things, we cannot and dare not attempt to
penetrate. In addition to this we notice the inherent weakness of
human nature. The best men are conscious of many failures. Our
intentions are good, our objects right, and our motives pure, but alas,
we are free to confess our actions fall far below the standard by which
all good men measure themselves—the Divine Word. Good men are
aware of a large degree of worldliness, and are bound to confess
that the world, its many ties, relationships, &c., hold many with a
firm grip. Then the selfishness of our nature, the inconsistences of
conversation and actions, the deadness of spiritual life, the coldness
of love, the fainting in prayer and general weakness and emptiness
of soul, such is an epitome of our infirmities. Note the special
provisions made to meet our case—*‘The Spirit also Zelpeth.” This
word shows the continuousness of the Spirit's action. The help
rendered by the Spirit may be illustrated as follows :—The Spirit sets
his shoulder to ours in carrying our burden—or it means to lift with
us at the same burden. From this I learn that all Christians need this
assistance, because all of us have infirmities ; hence Paul says,  0UR.”
He does not exclude himself. Thank God for the great gift of the
Holy Spirit.
DIVINE TEACHING IN HUMAN IGNORANCE,

“ We know not what we should pray for as we ought.” Prayer
itself is an invaluable privilege, and an inestimable blessing. It is
the breath of God in man.” The altar-throne, the mercy-seat are the
resort of all needy men. Men pray, but how limited their requests,
how miserably we fail in expressing those requests. Alas, how
inadequate our language to express the deep reeds of the heart! Do
we not realise more than ever this fact—our ignorance as to what we
should pray for? Men may urge us to pray for certain persons and
for special blessings, but I am bold to say that if such prayer is not
dictated by the Spirit there can no blessing come. We often ask
amiss, through ignorance. We, like the mother of Zebedee’s children
asked that her sons may one sit on the right hand, and the other on
the left. Such a request was met with a tender rebuke—* Ye know
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not what ye ask.”” Do we not often merit the same reproof? In
many of our supplications we receive not because we ask amiss. Moses
asked for permission to enter the promised land; FElijah prayed
ignorantly, ** Let me die.” Neither Moses nor Elijah received any
answer—they asked amiss. Paul prayed thrice for the removal of the
“thorn,” but it remained. But when men pray under the tuition of
the Spirit, their prayers are answered. When Moses prayed for the
recovery of his sister from leprosy, the healing power came., When
the disciples prayed for Peter’s release from prison, the angel came
and marched him out. When the publican sought mercy, he went
down to his house justified. So when we are taught and Divinely
assisted in our prayers, be the subject whatever it may, the answer
shall come, and it shall not be behindhand. There is the agreement
of God's children needed, and then the prompting of the Spirit. Get
these two, and our prayer-meetings will become a power felt right
through the Church and all her institutions. Without this you may
write ¢ Ichabod ” over the front door of your chapel.

DIVINE INTERCESSION IN HUMAN NEED.

“ The Spirit Himself maketh intercession for us.” The intercession
of the Holy Spirit; this is a doctrine not often spoken of. We
naturally think of Christ as being our Intercessor with the Father.
Both are true. The difference to be noticed is as follows. Qur Lord
intercedes for us, or on our behalf ; the Spirit intercedes :n us. Christ
is for us —the Spirit in us, He dwells in us, and carries on His holy
operations of love, and all those operations are in perfect harmony
with the Divine will. The opening up of promises, revealing Christ
to the lieart, presenting truth to the mind, and doctrine to the heart,
are some of the gracious operations of the Spirit. The gracious work
of intercession is not capable of being expressed in our feeble language
— Tt cannot be uttered.” T takeit that the word * groan’ describes
the straits into which believers are brought ; they generally procced
from anxiety ; they are the deep desires which can only vent them-
selves in sighs. They are thoughts too big for articulation. We know
that excess of joy or sorrow often produces silence—even dumbness.
So there are times of deep heart experiences, even of anguish of soul,
when, like the Psalmist, we can say, ‘‘ My groanings are not hid from
Thee.” Such experience denotes the strength and ardency of desire,
¢g¢., * Hannah spoke in her heart,” while King Hezekiah ¢ chattered,”
and could only say, ¢“ O Lord, I am oppressed ;" the Psalmist, I am
so troubled that I cannot speak ;” Peter went out and ¢ wept
bitterly.” Deep, heart-felt prayer rising out of the Spirit’s intercession
transcends the power of human language. Christ came to bear our
sins in His own body. The Holy Spirit is present to help our in-
firmities.

“PERMIT me to speak of myself. How | by hearing,and hearing by the Word of
I longed to hear the word of the great | God.' It gave me faith in the fact that
sin-forgiving God, when I appeared | my sins were pardoned, and that He
before Him, bowed down with the | who pardoned them was my God. and
weight of sin upon my conscience, and | that I should never come info condem-
when He said, ‘Son, thy sins which are | nation; and I went on my way leaping
many are all forgiven thee.” The word / for joy in the presence of my Saviour
spoken gave me faith, for faith cometh ! and my all.”—7%e Late John Ilezelton.
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MOUNT ZION: HER INTERNAL TRIAILS.

By Jouy KXNIGHTS.

“Neither doth trouble spring out of the ground.”—Job v. G.
¢ Likewise the Spirit helpeth our infirinities.”—Romans viii. 26.
N these days of disquiet and excitement—when the professing portion
of Christendom ave rising up in righteons indignation against, and
offering practical opposition to, the transformation of Protestant
Churches 1nto places for the display of Popish mockery—it is worthy of
reflection as to whether or no there are not grave derelictions of privilege
among even the *“inhabitants of Zion,” which call for the closest heart-
searching. and demand the most prayerful consideration.

By the observant—departed saints as well as living ones—sorrow has
acuin and again been expressed as to the hapless position of not a few
Truth-hononring Churches and assemblies, and fervent wishes have
found utterance that a gracious outpouring of the Spirit's influence may
be felt to remedy it. This in itself is not withont its encouragement.
Declension disregarded would be serious; but something is already done
to stay its advancement when it leads spiritual souls to mourn and pray
over it, for a desire for the promotion of the Lord’s interest in Zion is
the first step towards securing it.

In all faithfulness the question may well be put to failhiful hearts—
What are some of the causes for this condition of things? Is it due to
the Master > We think not, though He permissively allows it. To what,
then,is it to be traced ? The prosperity of Churches is, in a large sense,
counected with the spirituality and outward demeanour of its members.
There are things that accompany salvation—the frujts of faith, which
bring honour to the name of our covenant-keeping God. When these
are lacking the answer is given.

L.—An imperfect apprehension of the obligations of members {o the
Church.—Associated believers are separated from the world; they are
separated unto Christ, their living Head. The Church with which they
stand connected is the home of their choice. It is holy ground; for the
Lord is there. Is Jehovah confined to bricks and mortar? No. DBuat
where the twos and threes are gathered together there is His presence
known. Its claims, therefore, are their claims; its joys their joys; and
its sorrows their syrrows. To assent mentally to this is not sufficient;
it should be practical.  Many, while strangely alive to secular interests,
are strangely apathetic to the Lord’s Church, and there are not wanting
those, who, thongli conscious of the privileges placed before them, are
prone to sluinber on the lap of indolence, and neglect to avail themselves
of them. ** True religion,” we are reminded, is not in ‘ mere words, but
in power” (1 Cor. iv. 19—26). We need to pray daily, “Sun of
Righteousness, shine brighter on our minds.” ¢ Lord, increase our
faith!” for the flesh with its tendencies still abide with us. As the life
of faith increases through faith in the heart, so shall we, with holy
revalsion, turn from whatever is contrary thereto. The victory is gotten
ouly through faith. Our greatest honour upon earth is to be the Lord’s
disciples, and our greatest glory is found in walking worthy of Him. He
who lives nearest his Lord will follow the clogest in love, filial fear, and
obedience, acknowledging the Pauline utterance, that ¢if we live after
the flesh we shall die; put if ye, through the Spirit, do mortify the deeds
of the hody, ye shall live” (Rom, viii. 13).
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- IL—Lack of godly affection one for another.—The Master's gracious
injunction to His disciples was: ** When ye pray, say, ‘Owr Father.””
This comprehends their relationship to Him, and to themselves. Hc is
truly the Father of all the members of Hlis beloved Son. A Father by
covenant love, by election of grace, and by precious promise. A Father
in holiness and truth, because of the suretyship, the righteousness, the
atonement, and the holiness of Jesus—and we are members! Well might
the apostle say: “ This is the message that ye heard from the beginning,
that ye should love one another ” (1 John 1ii. 11). For is not love the
bond of union in all societies ? Is it not necessary to a nation, a family,
but more particularly in the Church of God ? Members one of another,
says the inspired writer, the image of Christ, when seen in the poorest
and humblest vessels of mercy, recalls the fact—redemption is by the
same price—the price of Jehovah’s blood.
 Not different food, or different dress,
Compose the kingdom of our Lord ;
But peace and joy and righteousness,
Faith and obedience to His Word.”
The worship of the one family in heaven is distinguished by union. It
is not the quiescent act of contemplation, nor has it separate systems of
devotion. [t is the great congregation of the blessed joining voices in
everlasting Hallelujahs. Such is it, in minor degree, the saints’ privi-
lege on earth; for the “Life to come” is but the perfection of the
“ Life that now is.” And if holy unity characterises the heavenly con-
course who have but ¢ passed the narrow stream,” shall it not enter
more largely into the experience of those on earth, who are partakers of
the power of the Spirit—whose fruits are love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith—mnot latitudinarianism ?

III.—Want of hearty co-operation.—The work of the Church requires
the willing co-operation of all its members. In his own order each must
furnish his proper influence to the growth, instrumentally, of the whole,
“ We cannot,” says a departed saint, *‘ command the supply, nevertheless
all must dig. Saints must cut the channels, and imprecate for the filling
of them with life-giving water. We use the means, but the blessing
springs not from them. We dig a well; but heaven fills it with rain.
Tn this labour is never lost; but yet it does not supersede Divine help.”
Churches can never be prosperous, in many senses of the word, when
only a few labour, and the rest, possessing talent, opportunity, and
strength, are content only with being fed. Are there not those who
offer the infirmities of the flesh as a cover for standiug still ? The apostle
lovingly points such to the potent truth: * Likewise the Spirit helpeth
our infirmities ” (Rom. viii. 26).  Richly instructive and edifying are
his words to every spiritual heart. Though, like Mephibosheth, we
are all by nature lame in our hands and feet, yet believers are kings and
priests unto their God, and His Word is their strength. Believers’
infirmities are the concerns of Christ; their needs reach -the Father’s
heart through Him, and “ He will sapply them according to His riches
in glory by Christ Jesus.”

“ Search the whole creation round,
Joy out of Christ is never found.”

IV.—Neglect of prayer for the Ohurch.—What springs of consola-

tion have been foand in” God's house of prayer! How often has the
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Holy Spirit descended, like the angel at Bethesda’s pool, and imparted
life and healing to sin-sick and troubled souls! When God makes up
His jewels, shall it not be said: * This and that one was born there ?
And yet is there not a lacking of individual prayerfulness, practical faith
and fervent charity—a lacking not peculiar to one Church, but to many,
on existing testimony? Happy exceptions there are. And a large
remnant still remain in the wilderness who can sing—

“ Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.”

To these, in their Spirit-prompted love-service, will the promise be proved
—for ¢“Them that honour Me, I will honour.” May their numbers in the
near future be largely and richly augmented !

V.—Neglect of prayer for ministers.—God’s ministers are God’s
“ messengers ” (1 Cor. iv. 1). They are to be prayed for (Rom. zv. 30):
To be held up in reputation (1 Thess. v. 13): To be loved (2 Cor.
viii. 7): To be helped (Philip. iv. 8). Of all men—might it not be
asked—who need more holding up by prayer than they who are the
instruments for the breaking of the Bread of Life to the people ? Alas!
in place of prayer, not infrequently the individual ¢ messenger of peace '
gets a full measure of pointed criticism, against which his armour is not
always proof. One hears a good deal of the higher criticism among other
religlous communities; but we need seriously to avoid the lower form,
which has robbed, temporarily, more than one or two *stewards of the
mysteries of God ” of their joy in the work. How often the drooping
hopes of a Church are revived when a brother is sent to ¢* blow the silver
trumpet ' in their midst. At first nothing but the cadence of joy and
gladness is heard within the portals of the Church. Perhaps his labours
are greatly blessed; he gathers precious souls into the Church. This
strengthens the conviction that the Master had truly sent him to be their
under-shepherd. Bat the days speed by. That worldly maxim,
“ Familiarity breeds contempt,” finds verification—their esteem lessens.
The power of his message—though still faithfully presented—Iloses its
charm. Coldness creeps in; he observes it; with the result, he loses
heart and resigns. This undeniably is one of the prolific sources of
the changes one hears of nowadays. Says good old John Berridge:
““Ministers are but pens in the Divine hand. If instead of saying,
¢Q! what a poor creature he is; I could preach as well a3 he;’ hearers
would but earnestly pray the Master to give him a little more ink, how
much better it would be for all.” Well has it been said: The spirit
of prayer excludes the spirit of criticism; it lifts above a vale of
tears into the joy of our Lord, inasmuch as it is the fruitage of faith.

VI.—Neglect of prayer for each other.—* Brethren, pray for us,
that our faith fail not.” So rings the echo from the apostolic ages.
The necessity existed then; it exists now. Prayer will bring a zealous,
loving spirit; it will excite the spiritual affections, and unite
believing hearts. It will hold and keep us in our station and dnties
as soldiers under marching orders, and it will enable us to determine
our conduct by the law of Christ—which is love.

‘ Vile unbelief, be gone :
God hath an ear to hear,
While we’'ve a heart to pray.”
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The Path of prayer is the path of Privilege. Though narrow, it must
ever be pleasant to faithful hearts. For the Master, even Christ,
hag strewn it with the fragrant fruits of peace, love, and comfort.
And it is not derogatory to the salvation of Jesus. Luther was wont
to say: *“If picking up a straw would save me, I would not do it.
It would be an act of unbelief of my dear Lord’s salvation. But
being already saved by Jesus, through His grace, I would go through
fire and water to obey His commands.” The availment of spiritual
privileges will never, by the children of wisdom, be termed legal bond-
age; for all things that came from the hand of Him who is Lord of all
had theiv origin in His great heart of love; and, in the use, are for the
enriching, strengthening, and building up of His Zion.
** Not our own, but His we are,
Who hath paid & price untold

For our life, exceeding far
All earth’s stores of gems and gold.”

East Dulwich.

THE PRODUCT OF CHRIST'S RIGHTEOUSNESS.
By Pastor H. Morris Wixcw, Zion Chapel, Chatteris.

THE prophet Isaiah declares that ‘* The work of righteousness shall

be peace ” (Isa.xxxii. 17). We may look at these words in a Gospel
lil%lit and apply them- unto our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We
shall,

FIRST, consider whatl is righteousness. 1t is an absolute obedience
to the Divine Law which is comprehended in the words of the Master
unto that lawyer who came unto Him—*¢Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength,
and with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself.” Every individual
that does this may be accounted as righteous. If we are righteous, then
we shall be in a perfect relation unto God and also unto man. In order
to lay claim to the possession of righteousness we must be holy in all
our thoughts and right in all our dealings ; and, if we are righteous, we
s}lag do good in the best sense of the term—being perfect In the sight
of God.

Alas, however, that is not the natural state of mankind, as experience
plainly proves, and God’s Word solemnly declares, ¢ There is none that
doeth good, no not one.” By nature, therefore, we are unrighteous, and
in the sight of God there is much imperfection in us. But we must
become righteous if we are to dwell with God and enjoy His love for
evermore. How can this be effected 7 How can we who in our natural
state are unrighteous become righteous? The only answer to such
enquiries as these are to be found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who is

“THE LORD OUR RIGHTEQUSNESS,”

and by what He has done, we may become righteous and in no other
way, and the work of that righteousness is peace.

If anyone undertakes to make a certain article there are special
materials used, and under the manipulating power of the workman the
article of manufacture is produced. FEven so, after the work of righteous-
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ness entered into by the Master was accomplished, the blessing of peace
was sceured unto all those who are led to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is, the benediction of peace is the product of Christ’s righteousness.
The work of Christ on the earth has not been in vain ; it has produced
a lasting result, which is the greatest blessing that can be conferred upon
the children of men; it is the benefit of peace with God. This is
suggestive that we were not at peace if Jesus lived and died to make
peace. And this is true according to the teaching of God’s Word, for

“HE IS OUR PEACE.”

We are informed that *‘the carnal mind is enmity against God,” and
that describes every individual in a state of nature before he is regene-
rated by the Holy Spirit. We are, therefore, naturally considered, at
enmity with God,and the work of Christ’s righteousness has been to make
peace, and as by that faith which is the gift of God unto every longing
heart and seeking soul we trust in the obedient life and sacrificial death
of the Saviour, we shall realise peace with God. This peace is not in
word only but in actual reality, because the enmity itself, which is sin,
has been atoned for by the precious blood of Christ shed upon Calvary.

The hostility, therefore, between man and God has ceased by reason
of the fact that the cause of the conflict has been removed by the work
of Christ's righteousness culminating upon Calvary’s tree. The enmity
of sin effectually prevents all intercourse with God in a spiritual sense.
1t is an impassable barrier, yea, a gulf which cannot be bridged. It
must be done away with altogether if man is to have fellowship with
God ; and blessed be His dear name, it has been done away with by the
sacrifice of the dear Redeemer, which has adequately atoned for the sins
of His people.

This work of righteousness which produces peace, is a maintenance
of the law of God. According to the revelation of the Divine character
given unto us in the Scriptures of truth, it is essential that the law of
Grod be rendered inviolable. Jehovah cannot forgive sin unless reparation
is made ; that is, the Lord does not pardon iniquity upon the ground of
mercy only. The claim of justice must be satisfied, and thereby the
law of God established and made honourable. This has been fully done
by the work of Christ’s righteousness, and trusting in Him, His righteous-
ness becomes ours, ¢ For God hath made Him to be sin for us who knew
no sin that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” And
in this way, those who believe in Jesus, are complete in Him,

Tbe unspeakable blessing of pardon, therefore, although it is an act
of infinite mercy, is yet in full accord with the demands of justice,
because the penalty of the sins of the Lord’s people has been endured
by their glorious Substitute —He who was ‘‘a man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief.” In this marvellous way then God is just and
yet the justifier of those who believe in Jesus; for has He not received
the sacrifice of His dear Son asan equivalent for human transgression !

If, therefore, we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ our sins have been
washed away in His most precious blood ; entire satisfaction has been
nivde for them ; they are now no more. Althongh our sins have beeu
as scarlet, they have become as white as snow; and the Sun of
Rizhteousness shining upon them, they have evaporated, so that if they
ar: sought for they cannot be found, having been drowned in the depths
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of the sca of God's sovereign grace and abounding love. Can anything
be more complete, or more grandly satisfactory ?  Assuredly not !

THE WORK OF CHRIST IS PERFECT

and admits of no improvement.

May each reader, experiencing that by nature they are in a state of
unrighteousness, be led to trust in the [ord Jesus Christ, who is the end
of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.

‘" Peace ! perfect peace! in this dark world of sin ;
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.”

BAPTISTS—WHAT ABOUT THEM?

Serial Papers on Baptist History, Principles, Practices, Churches,
and Men.—XXVII.

By Samuern Bawnks.
CrurcH OFFICERS (continued).—PAasToRs.

CARED for and led, tended and fed. Such is the happy lot of the shepherded
sheep, and the shepherd is the Pastor. Also the good shepherd, after the
manuer of the Chief Shepherd, will sometimes go forth to seek and to save the
lost, and bring the wanderer back. Here is a testimony to one of the Lord's
under-shepherds whom He has recently taken home.

“ He was the comrade of the young, the cheering companion of those of
his own age, the faithful friend of the feeble and old . . . his quickening
sympathy was felt throughout the entire brotherhood ; he comforted those
who mourned, cheered the dispirited, encouraged the hopeless, and was bent
on using the most direct ways of doing good, ministering to spiritual needs
with prayerful solicitude as one who must give an account to God. . . .
Serving his brethren was a privilege. Helping the needy was a delight. Grace
made him gracious, freed him from sourness and austerity, gave him the
kindliest judgments of men, clothed him with humility as witha garment, and
filled bis mouth with praise of the exceeding riches of the grace and mercy
of God.”

Such is the model—the ideal of a faithful Christian pastor.

What the pioneer Evangelist is instrumental in finding and starting, the
pastor and teacher conserves, advances and perfects. His work is largely in-
structive (upbuilding in the faith and in the truth as it is in Jesus).

Shepherd, Bishop, Presbyter, Pastor are synonymous terms, being four
different names, it is true, but designating onc and the same person. office,
and work.

Here observe the difference between the Episcopal and the Free Church
(or Nonconformist) pastor. The Episcopalians teach that Christ established
a succession of pastors with authority to teach and to govern His people.
They hold that this authority is transmitted by the pastors of one generation
to those who are to be the pastors of the next. None who do not stand in
this succession are true ministers of the Church. We Baptists have no
authority to teach and no authority to administer the ordinances of the Church.
That is the position of Episcopalians ; but it has no Scriptural warrant and
no secure historical foundation.

The position of the Baptists is that when thoy in Church meeting assembled
choose a pastor (if they are really gathered in the name of Christ) the choice
is His ratlhier than theirs. The Baptist pastor holds his ministerial office by
Divine title. He does not claim an authority originally conferred on the
apostles and transmitted by inferior hands from generation to generation.
His authority comes to him direct from an assembly in which Christ Himsels
is present !
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1 have thus far drawn attention to the gifts of Jesus Christ—Apostles,
Prophets. Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers. Other leaders and helpers are
given. but these four examples unfold to us the manifold and marvellous
wealth of working power in the Church.

Next month I propose to discourse on some miscellaneous matters con-
cerning our Baptist pastors.

¢ Kandlings,” St. Mary Cray, February, 1800,

HOW JOHN SMALL SANG WITH GREAT JOY.

I was born in sin, and loved to walk with young people of the world until I
was 22 years of age, when one night, as I was going home, these words
struck me with a power [ could not withstand—* What will become of thy
soul if you should die to-night?” Now, for the first time in my life,
trembling took hold of me. “1 felt sorrow and trouble, then called T upon
the name of the Lord ; O Lord, I beseech Thee deliver my soul.” My sorrow
of heart I cannot tell. One day,in full trouble, I went into an out-house
where none could see or hear me but God. There I tried to pray, but when
on my knees, I thought the devil was on my right side, left side, back and
front, so that my trouble was truly great.

Before this I was the life of the shop where I worked, so much so that my
father (a good man) said, “ John, I cannot think how you can go on so and
do your work.” 1answered, *“ Let's be happy while we can.,” But tle dear
Lord took me in hand. Many weeks of sorrow I passed through night and
day. Sabbath after Sabbath did I go to Providence Chapel, Bath, hoping to
find relief, but no good for me until .

THE LORD’S TIME CAME.

This was one Lord’s-day, when my trouble was truly great. The late Mr.
David Smith was preaching at “ Providence.” In the morning I got nothing,
and in the evening I went to chapel full of sorrow. Mr. Smith preached, and
almost at the close of his sermon I said, “ Nothing for me again.” He closed
the book, after which he said, “ Now I have been speaking of the comfort the
Lord’s children enjoy ; but (he continued), what can they know of joy unless
they have been in trouble ? These are called in God's Word, ‘ mourners,’ and
God has said, ¢ Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted.’”

Now. dear reader, the work was done ; my bonds were broken and I sang
for joy.

-In time, I went before the Church worshipping at “ Providence,” when
Brethren Denman and Hopkins were deacons. I was received and with
my brother William was baptised by Mr. Cawley, of London.

Now I am 50 years of age, I can tell of the unchanging mercy of a
covenant God in Cbrist Jesus to one of the most unworthy.

JOHN SMALL.

3. Queen's-place, Widcombe, Bath.

N.B.—John says, “ A sermon preached by me at Bristol from ¢ Whom
have I in heaven but Thee’ appeared in the Gospel Standard, October, 1897.
If any poor Church requires help and can receive such poor preaching as mine,
I shall be glad, in the Lord's strength, to help them.”—J. S,

THE LATE WILLIAM LARGE, OF SUDBOURNE.

TaE Lord has been pleased toremove from our midst one of His old-fashioned
preachers of the Gospel in the person of William Large, who, for thirty-six
years, preached the glorious Gospel of a living Christ.

He was born at Syleham, in Suffolk, October-5th, 1814, Baptised at
Horhama by Matthew Harvey, then pastor of that Church. For eighteen
months he preached at Hadleigh, driving sixteen miles every Sunday. He
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then removed to Sutton, his first pastorate, which continued for nine years.
In cach of these places the Word was much blessed.

He then removed to Butley and supplied the pulpit at Tunstall for fourteen
months, when the Lord directed bis steps to Sudbourne, met a few friends ina
room, which was soon crowded, and a small chapel was built at a cost of
£200, but it became too small for the congregation, and the present meeting-
house, enlarged, was opened three years after. Here William Large ministerer
for nearly thirty-six years. Many were blessed under his ministry. He was
a man well adapted for the place and people who sat under hi¢ ministry.
His remarks were sometimes quaint, but comprehended by his hearers, and the
plain way in setting forth the doctrines of rich and sovereign grace will not
be forgotten by many of his hearers. He started with a tirm confidence that
salvation was all of grace, that “ Christ wasall and inall,” from which he never
departed. He was on a visit to a relative in Lowestoft, where he was taken
ill—and in a few days peacefully departed this life—it was a sleep in Christ.
who quietly took him to be for ever with the Lord.

His mortal remains were interred in the Church-yard, Butley, in the
presence of a large number of friends and neighbours ; brother Woodgate
(late of Otley), officiated in the Church and at the grave, and on Sunday
preached at Sudbourne to a crowded and sympathising congregation.

Thus has passed away a dear and beloved brother whose friendship has
been enjoyed for nearly forty years by P. B. W.

12, Newmarket-road, Cambridge.

THE LATE JOHN CHOAT.

Just after the midnight hour had struck, announcing the advent of Lord's-day,
August 14th last, it pleased the Lord to take our dear husband and father,
John Choat, to his eternal rest—a rest that he had long desired to enter upon—
with an assurance, born and mutured by a God-given faith in the victory of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and unqualified by any leanings to earth, except the
natural regret at the separation (temporary, we fervently hope) from those
near and dear to him. He was spared the bitterness of the final earthly
parting, as it pleased God to take him almost unexpectedly, after but a short
affliction (which seemed to give little cause for apprehension, except towards
the end), and to permit his soul to take its flight while the natural senses were
unconscious.

It has been remarked by many that he of late seemed ripening for his
departure, for though nature gave no evidence of that, he appears to have
been peculiarly blessed to some in the preaching of the Gospel, which was his
chief delight. Of a naturally kind and unassuming disposition, he was,
through the grace that gave him such an assurance of victory, made to feel
that in himself alone he was nothing. Therefore, when he heard that he had
been made a blessing to any poor soul,in however small a way, he often
wondered, and rejoiced that the Lord should so use hiin, a poor worm of the
earth, to convey His blessings. During the short time that he was laid by the
72nd Psalm was very precious to him, and the latter part of the 17th verse of
the 20th chapter of John's Gospel he repeated with great conviction; for
though his recovery seemed at first more than probable, he felt that his time
on earth was drawing to a close ; indeed, for some time past he had felt that.
But, as he remarked, in answer to a question just before he became
unconscious, * The truth that he had lived by and preached he could die by.”
This, and a partial repetition of that part of the above verse, were the last
words he uttered.

All that was mortal of him was laid to rest in Nunhead Cemetery on the
19th August, when Mr. Bottle, of Stoke Newington, was enabled to speak
words of comfort to those who are left to mourn the separation—not for the
sake of him now at rest, but because they have lost the comfort and com-

ionship of d husband, a kind father, and true friend.
panionship of a good husband, , S el M C



116 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

THE LATE JAMES DANIEL BOWTELL.

Seomewnar snddenly —not three months after the loss of his beloved wife (see
E. V. & G. H., Febrnary, page 63)—J. 1. Bowtell, for ten years pastor of
 Bethesda.” Bungay, has been called to his rest. His translation took place
March 4. 1809, aged 55 years. Acute bronchial asthma was the cause of
death. He only took to his bed on Friday, the 3rd, and on the next day the
suminons came, ¢ Child, thy Father calls, ¢ Come home.””

We give the following written by his son :—

* The Sunday before my dear father died (IFeb. 26) he fulfilled an engage-
ment to preach for Pastor Fairhurst, at Fressingfield, who was incapacitated
by illness. After the afternoon service he was driven part of the way home,
walking the rest of the journey with good heart and unusual buoyancy of
spirit. For four days he suffered Lodily pain and was compelled to take to
his bed on the Friday. when medical aid was summoned and he was found to
be suffering from pneumonia in its acute stage, from which he was unable to
rally. Through his short illness, he was much resigned, and very solicitous
as to the welfare of his beloved flock. During the Friday night, when we did
not think that his end could be so near, he slept a little, which he had not done
for two or three nights previously, when the dear friend who was nursing
him said. * Mr. Bowtell, you have been sleeping.” ‘Have I?’ he said. *Yes,
 for so He giveth His beloved sleep.”’ At another time, she remarked on
1he absence of his usuvally severe cough. ¢ Yes,’ he said, it is a mercy, but it
has been nothing but mercy, mercy, all through my life.” On the Saturday
morning. some two hours before he died, he undoubtedly had a glimpse of
the glory-land. He asked my dear sister to draw the blind. She replied that it
was down (the sun was not shiuing). *‘No,’ said he, ‘I do not think it is; the
rays are so brilliant it dazzles my eyes,’ and he waved his hand as if to clear
away all intercepting to make way for the parting spirit.

“ He breathed his last in perfect peace at 11.30 on Saturday morning,
March 4th.

** We laid his mortal remains to rest on Wednesday, March 8, in the presence
-of a large concourse, he being greatly respected by his fellow-lownsmen.

“ Many of the pastors and friends from the neighbouring Churches were

resent.
e Pastor T. L. Sapey, of Claxton, preached the funeral sermon to a large
congregation on the following Sunday, from the words, ‘I have.fought the
fight, T have finished iny course, I have kept the faith.

“We can truly say he was ‘ever a fighter;’ his battles had often been
tierce. but he was on the Lord’s side, and He helped him. He was wont to say,
- God and one man are a majority against the rest of the world.” We canalmost
liear the ¢ Well done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy

Tord.

“ ApGgusTUs J. BowTELL.”

[We have extracted {he above from a long letter—the other part we hope to give later

on.—~J. W.B.]

‘« Ecloes from the Old Evangel”’ By F.
Harper, M.A. London : John F. 8haw
and Co., 48, Paternoster-row. E.C.

‘SEVENTEEN sermonetter, occupying on

an average about four pages each, Not

remarkable for depth, but truthful,
gracious, sweet, and bright with apposite
illustrations and gems gathered from
many sources. Its anthor is Rector of

Hinfon-Waldrist, Faringdon. We are

glad that there are still some faitbful

men left in the Established Church. This
book would make a npice present, as it is
very neatly bound in cloth, lettered, and

gilt edges. The brevity and brightness

of the articles would obtain for them a

reading where longer treatises would

remain unread.

« Fyeedom or Fellers,”” a sermon by E.
H. Hobday, of Buckhurst Hill Baptist
Chapel. London : R. Banks & Son.
Price One Penny.

A TIMELY protest against the Sacer-

dotalism that is o rampant.

“ The Glory of Salvation hung upon the
Lord Christ,” a germon by E. Mitchell,
of Chadwell-street. R. Bavks & Son.
Price One Penny.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

D —

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION
OF STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES,

“ I waS glad when they said unto me.
Let us go into the house of the Lord.”
This is often—would to God it were
always—the languageof the worshipper
in every service in the courts of our
God; but there are special seasons,
looked forward to with holy anticipa-
tion, when the heart longs to gather
with those who love the Lord to record
His acts of grace. Such a season was
Tuesday, March 14th, when the repre- .
sentatives of the Associated Churches
met for the day’s worship and service ‘
of God, at Brixton Tabernacle,

A larger gathering than usnal of the
ministers and delegates from the .
Churches met for business at 10.30. |

The retiring president, pastor T.
Jones, occupied the chair, and, with
his usual cordial manner, greeted with |
hearty welcome all assembled to }
transact the business of the King. The
“ fellowehip of kindred minds” made |
this part of his service both “good and -
pleasant.” Truly the Lord aniawered |
the opening petition of brother Sears,
and His living presidency led His
gervants to do His business in His spirit. |

We missed the genial face of our dear
brother White, who was absent through
affliction. A telegram of loving aym-
pathy was sent; to him. i

Yet another absent face to be seen no |
more on earth, for he has done with |
Zion’s earthly associations, was made
mention nf—that of the late beloved
Charles Wilson. At the instigation of
the president the brethren aszembled
sang one of his favourite hymns,

" Awake, my soul, in joyful lays;”

and sent kindly messages to the dear .
bereaved widow and his daughters—
Mrs. R. E. Sears, and Mrs, C. C. Harris.

Before the close of this meeting the
president, having filled his year of -
gervicc well, vacated the chair with the ;
hearty good-will and thanks of the
brethren, and the president for the year
(brother W. Abbott) took office. |

There was much business in hand,
and it was nearly 130 before we could
avail ourselves of the well-spread board
awaiting us in the school-room below.
Here the busy workers had evidently
done all that laid in their power to
make everyone '‘at home.”

At 230 the spacious building was
well filled.  The beloved president read
the Soriptures (Psa. oxxxiii., 0xxxiv.},
and pastor Box offered prayer. .

The chairman was brevity itself in
his opening remarks—a good example
followed by the numerous speakers who
took part in this service.

Mr. Hill, as a deputation from the

Bible Translation Society, was cordially
invited to address the meeting, which
he did in a manner that won the heart
of the company to the worthy object he
was there to advocate. After a most
clear account of the rise and progress
of this Society, its urgent claims upon
every faithful Bible student and upon
the Baptist denomination in particular,
pastor E. Marsh proposed, ard pastor
W. E. Palmer seconded a resolution
pledging the interest of this Association
in the work of this Society, which was
most heartily and unanimously carried.

Brother Newman, as minute secretary,
read abstracts of the letters from the
Churches, with the statistics for the
year. Perhaps never more did the read-
ing of these call forth the heart-cry for
a revival of God's work in Zion. The
lack of pastors and the decrease of
baptisms was most marked, while there
was much recorded that gave rise to
gratitude and praise, Brother Newman
did his work in sections, and the interim
was filled up by earnest Gospel addresses
from the delegates representing the
Suffolk and Norfolk Association—
brethren Dixon and Ranson : also by
brethren W, 8. J. Brown, J. Clark, and
J. Parnell, We couldbave wished these
worthy brethren had had more time at
their disposal; but each.obedient to the
chairman’s call for brevity, not only
thus responded, but also filled those
moments well with fowing Gospel
truth.

Promptly at five o'clock we tock our
place at the tea-table, alarge gathering,
which had to be divided into first and
second parties (with no partialities),
there being such a large gathering.

The evening meeting commenced
promptly to time. the president in the
chair. The vice-president read Psa.
oxxii,, and brother J. Hodges led us in
prayer.

A digest of the report for the past
vear was reard by the beloved secretary.
Mr. John Box. which showed thia to be
its twenty-eighth anniversary. Brother
Box drew attention to the fact that he
held in his hand the covenant signed
twenty-eight years ago that very day
by seventy dear brethren. “ of whom the
greater part are fallen asleep, but some
rermain.” This report can be had gratis.
on application to the secretary, Mr. John
Box. It will contain,not only the report
for the year, but a verbatim account of
the president’s address and the papers
read, with an abstract of each of the ad-
dresses in the afternoon. (et it—reud
it well, and pass it on to others.

Never did president of this Associa-
tion more ably equip himself than
brother Abbott. Terse, and to the point
—full of pathos and power—a deeply
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spiritual and practioal address was re-
ceived with nnanimous applause by all
who heard it.

Papers were then read by brethren
Cornwell on “ Qur Divine Bishop: His
Manifesto;” and H. J. Wileman on
“ The Response by His Church.” These
will be read with interest in the report,

Our esteemed brother J. W. Banks
was absent through illness, but we were
glad to learn by his reply tothe telegram
sent that it was not serious, and he was
better.

Brother Mitchell warmly advocated
the claims of the “E. V. & G. H.,” and
drew attention especially to the need
for correspondents to write more briefly
their articles, and especially their
intelligence notes; also that Churches
should encourage the advertisement
columns to announce forthcoming meet-
ings. and the benefits arising from
individnal effort to increase the sale of
the magazine.

Brother Chilvers warmly advocated
the interests of the Sunday-schools, and
the denominational Catechisms, an-
nouncing that a special meeting was
convened for April 14th, to re-organise
and enlarge the Sanday-school Com-
mittee.

By 845 the services were over, and
many a heart, made glad by the presence
of the King, returned to their various
spheres of labour in His service with
renewed energy and zeal, and adoring
gratitude for any little place among the
people of the Lord—at least so did

ONXE WHO WAs THERE,

PEACE AT WARBOYS.

QRIGIN AXD HISTORY OF THE CAUSE,—
RENOVATION AND RE-OPENING SER-
VICES—STATEMENTS BY Mg. LaM-
BoURNE aND Me. 8. Fysox, &c., &c.

THE day. Thursday, Febronary 23, was
beautifully fine. and immense numbers
assembled at the re-opening services of
the chapel where our brother Lam-
bourne has so loog and faithfully
laboared. The sacred edifice, inits much
improved and beautifully renovated
state. will form a fitting memorial to
the appreciated ministry of one so
honoured by God and beloved by his
congregation. Great credit is due to
the architect. Mr. F. J. Faunch, Ilford;
the builders, Messre. Page & Son, Buck-
dew; and Mr. Moulton, Chatteris (who
carried out the heating and lighting
arrangements).

The improvements, with a new instru-
ment, have cost £1,130, Thursday's pro-
ceedings broughtinabout £45, afternoon
£14 Gs. 85d., tea £10 123, 6d.; evening
£1913s.54d.. whicb,added to £780 already
realired, leaves just over £300 required,
which we hope may soon be realised.

The services commenced in the after-
noon at three, when a sermon was
preached by brother B, J. Northfield, of

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

March, who selected for his text, “I
will glorify the house of My glory " (Isa.
1x. 7), noticing (1) 4 phrase to define,
“ the house of My glory,” which waa
viewed in a variety of ways. (2) 4
promise to deseribe, “ 1 will glorify,” &o.,
which the Lord did in many respeots
was shown. (3) Theteaching inculcated,
upon which it was remarked that the
real glory of a place is the divine
presence and blessing, that God’s honour
should be our aim in beautifying our
houses of prayer, that we should seek
the Lord’s beauty (or glory) to be upon
u¢, whilst the certainty of God's own
glory, and that of His people is assured
in the teaching of the text.

The afternoon service was followed
by a tea, of which over 400 partook.

At six o'clock the evening meeting
commenced with the hymn, *Jesus,
away from earth I fly,” &c.,after which
brother Peters, of Whittlesea, earnestly
implored the divine blessing, Then,
following another hymn, the esteemed
pastor gave an outline of the

HISTORY OF THE CATUSE,

in substance as follows :—

Over seventy years ago, he said, there were
a few people living in the village who had
to travel several miles to hear the Gospel.
Some went to Ramsey, some to Somer-
sham, while others went to Needingworth.
In the year 1827, the very year in which
he (the speaker) was born, those people
agreed to have a little place of their own,
instead of travelling so far. Accordingly
a cottage was hired, and two rooms were
made into one, wherein the little band
used to meet for reading the Scriptures
and prayer. After a short time they in-
vited a Mr. Laye to preach to them. and
he accepted the invitation, and preached
all the summer. Then he had an invita-
tion to go to Boston, where he was pastor
for some time. After a little while Mr.
Dunham, a schoolmaster, of Chatteris, was
asked to preach at Warboys. At first he
declined the invitation, hut subsequently,
in 1828-9, a Church was formed,and he he-
came the pastor. The Church was formed
of ive members, but during the first vear
eleven others joined them. Mr.Dunham
remained with them for only twelve
months, for at the end of that time affiie-
tion overtook him,and he went to hisrest.
His body was in the burying-ground
adjoining, awaiting the resarrection morn.

In 1830 Mr, Irish was invited to preach. He
did so, and remained the pastor for twenty-
five years.

In 1831 the chapel was built. There was u
barn standing on the ground now occupied
by the ehapel, which had been fitted up
by the Weslevans as a place of worship,
but not succeeding they sold it to the
Baptists, who immediately set about
enlarging it. One gentleman, Mr. John
Longland, presented the members with
the bricks. subscriptions were raised, and
the present walls were erected and paid
for. Just when Mr. Irish left the village,
he (the speaker) commenced preaching ot
Chobham, Surrey. ’

For ten years after that several ministers
served them ; among them being Mesars,
Cozens, Carpenter, Brittain, Blake, Austin,
and T. Jones, some of them settling as
p:astors for a short time. The late
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MR. JAMES WELLS

recommended him as a supply, and he
came for two Sabbaths, but was told that
his services would not be required any
more. However, before a month was over
he received o pressing invitation to serve
them again and eventually he became
pastor, which position he had filled for
more than thirty years. Thelr Church had
continued to prosper, and, he trusted,
would long do so. The speaker then
called upon the Treasurer (Mr. S. Fyson)
to make the financial statement.

Brother Fyson complied, stating that it had
been his privilege to be a member of that
Church for the past thirty-six years, and
a deacon for nearly thirty-two years. He
well remembered a certain time when
their Church was without a permanent
minister. He had every reason to do 8o,
as it usually fell to his lot to drive to 8t.
Ives and other places—there was no
branch line in those days—to meet the
supply ministers. He had to turn out in
all weathers, and often he had to wait at
the station for hours through the minister
having missed his train or not having
arrived at all. He trmsted their pastor,
Mr. Lambourne, who was looked up to
and honoured, would yet long be spared
and able to carry on the dunties he had so
ably fulfilled during the past thirty years’
ministry. He was pleased to be able to
state that their numbers had greatly in-
creased, and were still increasing. With
regard to the present state of the chapel,
it was Mr, Lambourne who originated the
idea of renovating the building. A friend
Jeft £50 to the pastor to expend it on the
chapel in the way he deemed best. That
sum would not go far, however, and it
was decided to do something on a much
larger scale. with the result now visible.
The cost of the chapel originally was £640,
and the cost of their present improve-
ments £1,130. The sum already collected
amounted to £780. He had beenastonished
at the kindness of friends, for he never
saw such willingness to give, nor heard
such wishes expressed when giving. Hc
coneluded with an appeal to the people to
give liberally to what was still needed.

Brother Bush, of London, next
addressed the meeting. Expressing his
delight in what he saw and had heard.
he proceeded to give an encouraging
address on “Save thy people; bless
thine inheritance, feed them also, and
1ift them up for ever.”

Brethren Throssell and Northfield
followed with words of congratulation
and encouragement, after which the
pastor thanked the ladies for providing
the tea, and those kind friends who had
supplied the vestrum and platform with
carpets. The singing of the doxology
and the pronouncement of the bene-
diction brought a most happy meeting
40 a close, and thus finished the day’s
services, which will long abide in the
memories of all who were present. The
chapel was crowded at both services.
To God be all the praise for such a day.

LEE.—Dicre Park Baptist Chapel
‘Sunday-school Prize Meeting was held
on Thursday, Feb, 1st. John Piggott,
Egq., L.C.C., presided, and gave an in-
teresting address. Brethren R. E. Sears
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and the pastor, J. H. Lynn. gave
addresses. The prizes (aboutthirty) were
distributed by the Chairman ; he spoke
very kindly to each child. The meet-
ing was in every way a success and the
teachers were much encouraged. The
annual meeting of the Band of Hope
was held on Wednesday, Feb. 8th. J. J.
Catchpole, Esq., presided, and addresses
were delivered by 1. R, Wakelin, Esq.,
and the President, John Hunt Lynn.
There were about 250 children present
and a good number of friends. A very
interesting programme, consisting of
hymns, recitations, &c., was given,
About thirty prizes and medals were
given. Report was read by Secretary,
Miss Patmore.

BERMONDSEY (SPA-ROAD). — The
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. A.
Steele was commemorated on Lord’s-
day, Barch 3th (when sermons were
preached by the pastor), and on the
following Tuesday, in the afternoon,
a very helpful sermon was preached by
Mr, W. J. Styles, founded on the con-
cluding verses of FEzra iii. After a
well-provided tea, a public meeting was
held, presided over by Mr. F. J. Catch-
pole, in his usual business-like and
fraternal manner. Brother Harold
Cooper invoked the Divine blessing.
The pastor being called upon for a
statement, briefly reviewed the year’s
work, and emphasized the goodness of
God and the general hopefulness of the
cause. Jost encouraging addresses
were then given by the brethren J,
Box, H. T. Chilvers, H. Dadswell, T.
Jones, and R. E. Sears, interspersed
with apt and spiritual observations by
the chairman. The large attendances
evinced the warm interest taken by the
pastor’s many friends in his labours at
Spa-road; and the collections were
surprisingly good. The proceedings
were enlivened by hearty congrega-
tional singing of hymns (Banks’ Leaflets,
No. 15), and by an anthem very well
rendered by the choir. Altogether it
was felt that the meeting was a very
happy one, and full of hopeful augury
for the future.

STAINES (BRIDGE-STREET). — We
are glad to hear that this well-known
cause of truth in the royal borough is
atill pressing forward. The trials have
not been few through which it has
passed during the last two or three
years. A Church which has to depend
upon “supplies” for pulpit services is
always difficult to guide, and unless the
great Leader shows the way, the diffi-
oulties are far greater. For the last ten
months the brother who has supplied
mostly has been brother H. Johnston,
of Mount Zion, Chadwell-street,
Clerkenwell, and it has given us great
joy to hear hisservices havebeen greatly
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blessed. The congregations have kept
up as regards numbers. and very often
the incresse in the attendance has been
very marked. We wish the oause much
success and spiritual blessing. May the
God of all grace guide the beloved
deacons to a right choice among the
men who have been called to proclaim
the glorious Gospel.is our earnest desire,
Brother Johnston’s present engagement
closed with the 25th of March, and we
sincerely hope that rich blessings may
follow our brother wherever he may be
called tuv go in the name of the Lord
(1 John iii. 14),—WELL-WISHER.

ST. ALBAXS (BETHEL BAPTIST
CHAPEL).—DProposed extension. This
place of worship underweunt an enlarge-
ment some few vears ago, but at a
recent meeting of the Church it was
deemed necessary to extend its borders
still more. so as to accommodate the
large congregations which assemble
Sunday by Sunday to hear pastor H. J.
Wileman. The congregation have pur-
chased the adjoining dwelling-houee
with a view at some future date of
incorporating the same into the present
chapel. When all the enlargements
are completed the building will be
more up-to-date, and better ventilated
than it is now. The large congrega-
tions, and the need of further extension,
are a splendid tribute to the good work
which pastor Wileman is doing in St.
Albans.—Iertfordshire Times.

ST. NEOTS (NEW-STREET BaPTIST
CHAPEL), — Our brother Mr. E. A.
Booth visited us on March 19th, and
preached two good sermons, when
collections were given for Strict Baptist
Mission ; and on the following evening,
in New Room, St. Neots, he and Mr.
Brett gave a lantern lecture, which
wasg very much enjoyed by a very large
number, the room being completely
packed, some having to go away for
want of room. The amount collected
altogether was about £12, which would
be. I am rure, satisfactory to the com-
mittee.—W. B.

LEE (DACRE-PARK BAPTIST CHAPEL).
Our pastor'’s (Mr. John Hunt Lynn)
fifth anniversary services were held
on Sunday, March 5th, when special
sermons were preached. In themorning
by brother E. White (Woolwich); in
the evening by the pastor. Services
were continued on Tuesday, the T7th.
In the afternoon asermen was preached
by brother W, H. Rose (Woolwich).
Tea was served in the school-room. A
public meeting wae held in the evening,
when Thomag Daynes Wood, Esqy., pre-
gided. Addresses were delivered by
brethren E. White (Woolwich), C. West
(Erith), W. H. Rose (Woolwich), and
pastor J. H. Lynn. The addresses were
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thoroughly appreciated. Collections
took place after each service for the
p%stor’s fund, which amounted to over
£6.

GRAVLESEND (ZoaRr).—Happy and
successful Sunday-school services were
held on Lord’s-day,February 26th, when
two sermons were preached by the
pastor (C. Guy), and an address was
given by him in the afternoon on
“ Houses.” Services were continued on
the following Wednesday, March 1st.
Mr. R. E. Sears preached in the after-
noon from the words, “Where is the
Lord God of Elijah?” Theschool-room
was crowded out with friends and
_scholars at tea, and the public meeting
in the evening was well attended.
Pastor presided ; and, after the opening
devotional cxercises, in a few words
presented to Mr. E. Scott, the super-
intendent, on behalf of the teachers
and scholars, a handsome marble time-
piece and Sunday-school hymn-book.
The chairman then asked the acceptance
by Mr. J. Dickson, the secretary, of
copies of the Union and Bristol
Tune Books, a large-type ‘' Denham’s,”
Walker’s Comprehensive Concordance,
and Cassell’'s Bible Dictionary, which
had been subscribed for by the school,
Both the brethren were taken by sur-
prise, but manfully stcod up to make
their speeches of acknowledgment,
Recitations and singing, and addresses
by brethren Chilvers (whose sermonette
on “ Foxes” was much appreciated) and
Seara whiled away the evening profit-
ably, pleasantly, and all too quickly.

MELTINGS AT ZION, NEW CROSS.

IN connection with the Band of Hope,
two very interesting meetings have been
held. On Jan. 25th,. Mr. W. Stanley
Martin (Editor of Uncle Ben’s Budget),
gave his stirring Protestant lantern
Tecture, entitled,* Fire-ships, Firebrands,
Fireworks,’ to a large gathering of
members and friends. Mr. W, A,
Harnett, presided, and over £2 were
collected for the Aged Pilgrims’ Friend
Society.

On Feb. 1st, about 150 gathered to-
gether for tea, after which the chapel
was filled to listen to a ckoir of boys
from Spurgeon’s tabernacle. Mr. Henry
Cole presided, supported by pastor
Thos. Jones, who offered the opening
prayer. In the absence of Mr. Charles-
worth (through indisposition), Mr.
Iverson gave an interesting account of
the work of the Orphanage. Handbell
ringing and singing followed. The
chairman urged very heartily the
claims of the Orphanage, and the
collection realized £11.

The thirty-first anniversary of the
Tract and Benevolent Society was cele~
brated with a tea and public meeting
on Feb, 7th, Mr, F. J, Catchpole pre-
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sided. The annual report was read by
the Hon, Sec.,Mr, Jas. Martin,and spoke
of much good having been accom-
plished during the past year. The in-
terest had been maintained, and funds
supplied ; the Christmas dinner fund
had realized over £82, and there was a
balance in hand of £15. Addresses were
delivered by pastors A. E, Brown, T
Jones, P. Reynolde, and A. W. Thomas.

MAIDSTONE (PROVIDEKCE).— The
Sunday-school anniversary was cele-
brated on Feb. 12th, when special
sermons were preached by pastor A. H.
Pounds, of Old Bexley, to good comn-
gregations. On the 16th, a tea and
public meeting was held, when the
chapel was again filled with an in-

terested andience, Mr. T. G. C. Arm-
strong (New Cross) presiding. Mr,
Frank Crowhaorst (Meopham) read

Psalm xci. and Mr. Wagon offered
prayer. The annual report was pre-
sented by Mr, Brown (hon. sec ) and
spoke of good steady work during the
year, and the sum of ten guineas had
been collected for the Aged Pilgrims’
Friend Society. Addresses followed
from the chairman, Mr. H. J. Walter
(superintendent), and Mr. G, Day (Ash),
interspersed with reocitations and sing-
ing by the soholars; The reward of
books (many of them Bibles) were dis-
tributed and the presentation of a hand-
some ebony marble inkstand, silver pen-
holder and a sum of money made to
Mr. Millen, one of the teachers, as an
expression of affection from the
teachers and scholars.

LEWISHAM (COLLEGE PARK),—On
Lord’s-day, Jan. 2nd, the nsual anni-
versary services of the Sanday-school
were held, when two sermons were
preached by pastor 8. T. Belcher, of
Homerton. A children’s service was
held in the afternoon, with special
hymns by the scholars, and address by
Mr, J. Payne. The following Tuesday,
sermon in the afternoon by Mr. Mitchell,
which wasmuchenjoyed. Tea followed.
In the evening a public meeting was
held, Mr, Wakelin presiding. Addresses
were given by brethren Mitohell, Lang-
ford, and Jarvis. Special hymns and
recitations by the scholarg, followed by
distribution of prizes.—E. COPPING,

BOW (MoUNT Z1oN).— Twentieth
anniversary of the opening of this
place of worship was held on Lord’s-
day, January l5th, when two sermons
were preached by the pastor, W. H, Lee.
The services were continued on Thurs-
day, 19th, when brother Birkett pre-
gided at the evening meeting, and spoke
of the Lord’s goodness to him. The
chairman also dealt liberally with the
canse. Brethren Cornwell, Lovelock,
Watts and pastor spoke of the things

121

touching thekingdom. We took courage
and are glad because of the goodness of
the God of Jacob.—W, H, LEE.

SUNDERLAND (JIREH). — New
Year's tea and public meeting were
held on Wednesday, January 18th, The
pastor presided, and desired that Jesus
Christ might be first and last, and felt
that gratitunde and thankfalness should
be the key-note of their meeting to-
gether. Mr. Pringle led wus to the
throne of grace. Mr. Langham said
some good things concerinng our
Ebenezers in the past and hoped we
might raise another. Mr. Sharples
spoke well on Gcd’s goodness to Jacob;,
also to all those who pat their trust in
Him. The pastor and friends were
encouraged and cheered by the good
attendance and the kind and cheering
words uttered by the brethren, Psalm
xcvi. and a few verses from Gal, i.
were read. Hymn 481, 519, 1105, and
730 Gadsby's were sung. Friendscame
from Newcastle, Chester-le-Street, Dur-
ham, Fence House, and Hebburn.—
[This has been unavoidably delayed.—
J. W.B.]

ILFORD (EBENEZER, CLEVELAND-
ROAD).—Oar first New Year's services
in the new building were held on
Janoary 10th, when pastor J. Clark, of
Hope, Bethnal Green, preached in the
afternoon most encouragingly from
Exod, xxxiii. 14, After the friends had
partaken of tes, a pablic meeting took
place, at which brother W, G. Faunch
(deacon) presided; 1 Pet. i. was read.
and brother W. Gull offered earnest
prayer. The chairman then referred
briefly to the many unexpected changes
which had taken place in connection
with the cause during the past year.
laying special stress upon the goodness
of the Lord, who had been pleased in
his mercy to appear for them in so
marked a manner by sending a pastor
and enabling them to erect a new
chapel, expressing a hope that the
Church and people might be led to
constantly remember their pastor in
their prayers, and do all they could to
encourage him by regular attendance,
even though they might not at all
times be able to enjoy the Word so much
as might be desired, and thus show
their sympathy with him in his labours
amongst them. Ounr aged brother J.
Flory (in the absence of brother
Cullingford, through indisposition)
spoke from, ‘‘Arise, shine, for thy light
is come,” testifying of the Lord’s good-
ness to the Church in the past and pre-
sent. Brother W. Morgan, from Psa.
exvi. 12, 13, *“ What shall I render to the
Lord?” &c, spoke of the many bles-
sings bestowed by our heavenly Father,
both collectively and individually, espe-
cially in salvation matters. Brother A.



122

H. Pounds referred to the great things
done for us as a Church, exhorting
us to watch for the hand of the Lord in
everything and to wait patiently for
Him. Speaking from Job v. 19, he
named s8ix troubles to which the be-
liever is subject—awakening of con-
science, breaking down of enmity, con-
demnation by the law, darkness of
mind. entanglement in the wilderness,
our foolishness on the journey ; there
being yet a seventh trouble—viz. death,
but in that the Lord had said, ‘I will
be with thee.” Brother G.S. Faunch
{deacon’ then very ably introduced the
subject of the proposed Sabbath-school,
urging the friends to make it & subject
of careful consideration and earnest
prayer. and if the love of Christ con-
strained them, and on no other ground,
to come forward and assist. Our pastor
(Samuel J. Taylor) gladly endorsed the
words of the last speaker, and said
Sunday-school work was commended to
him on Scriptural grounds, reasonable
grounds. and spiritual grounds, in-
stancing his own experience of having
been brought to the Lord while a young
man in the Sabbath-school. Thus coun-
cluded our first New Year's meeting
under a pastor,the friends contributing
most liberally both on this occasion
and on the previous Lord's-day. To our
triune God be all the praise.—W.G. F

UNVEILING CEREMOXNY AT

BILSTON.
DTRING the past few weeks the

Baptist Chapel in Broad- street has
been closed for entire renovation.
On Sunday the opening ceremonies
were held. At the morning and
evening services the pastor, Mr. D.
Smith, occupied the pulpit. In the
afternoon Mr. A. B. Tettmar, of London,
gave an address, and the pastor dis-
tributed prizes to the scholara. In the
evening G.N. Adames, Eeq, of Wolver-
hampton. who had heen announced to
unveil the tablets, was unable to be
present, and the duties devolved mpon
the oldest member present. For some
time past the members and friends have
desired to show their esteem to two
aged members, who have passed away,
and it had been decided to erect marble
tablets.

After Mr. R. Banks, of West Brom-
wich, had performed the ceremony,
the tablets at each side of the rostrum
were seen to be of white Sicilian
marble, and bore the following inscrip-
tions;--

“lo memory of Jane Ritson, who fell asleep
in Jesos, January 26th, 1897. in the 8lst
yvear ol her age. Her deep attachment
for the sanctuary and love towards those
who worshippecd here, with her fervent
aftection for the Gospel of the grace of
God, made her a ‘Mother in Isracl! and
u helper of many. Let her own works
pralse her in the gates.”
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“In memory of Simeon Lloyd, who peace-
fully entered into rest, August 21st 1897,
in the 84th year of his age. This tablet
witnesseth to his Cliristian character be-
fore the world, his fidelity to the Church
as it is in Jesus, and to his abundnut
labours for the welfare of this Ohurch
from its commencement to the close
of his life. 'EKcpt by the power of God.'”

Mr, Banks gave & brief resume of the

deceased persons to whom the tablets

were erected. They were (said Mr,

Bank) two persons who at all times

strove for the welfare of the Churoch,

and nothicg was lacking on their part
that would tend to the furtherance of
the spread of the Gospel. He had been
brought up with them from ohildhood,
and he was thus able to testify to their
lives.

The collections and donations
amounted to £54 83. 1d.—From the

Bilston JMail, Feb. 11th,

“ PROVIDENCE,” CLAPHAM
JUNCTION.

HIGHLY 8UCCESSFUL Sunday - school
anniversary services were held on
February 12th and 14th. Our pastor,
Mr. R. E. Sears, preached on the
Sunday morning from “ Where is the
Lord God of Elijah ?”

In the afternoon the chapel was
packed with children, young people,
and friends, when our pastor gave an
interesting address on four soldiers
mentioned in Scripture, taking the
worde, “A good soldier of Jesus Christ,’”
a3 his motto. After the address, the
pastor presented a silver medal to
Master P. Westcott for best attendance
on Sunday evenings on the gallery.
This was followed by the distribution
of prizes—over one hundred in number.
Mr. A. F. Hall presented four very
beautiful Bibles as special prizes to
those obtaining highest marks.

Mr. J. E. Hazelton preached to a.
crowded congregation in the evening.
His text was Col. ii. 13—15, which he
spoke of under the headings—Qnicken-
ing, Forgiveness, Liberty, and Victory.

Our pastor again occapied the pulpit.
on Tuesday afternoon, and gave a dis-
course, the sweetness of which will
long linger in the minds of those who
heard it, on the words, “ Jesus only’’—
the teacher’s Saviour, subject, model,
motive, power, comfort, and reward.

At the public meeting in the evening
the chair was taken by Mr. A, F. Hall,
who read Psa. lxxxiv., and called on
Mr. Goodiey to engage in prayer.

The report, which was read by Mr. F.
W. Kevan, hon. secretary. stated that
the scholars numbered 359, with 20
teachere. Included in the firat-
mentioned number are 17 in the young
women’s Bible-class, 12 in the young
men’s Bible-clase, and 130 juniors and
infants, Five from the Bible-classes
had been added to the Church. The
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Band of Hope had been revivedand had
81 members, Our soholars had been
very suocessful in the Scripture exami-
nation, one 2nd prize, one 3rd prize, six
1st class certifioates, and eleven 2nd
olass oertificates, being 5a.ined. The
Striot Baptist Junior Cutechism is
taught. The receipts amounted to
£50 183, 1d. and expenses to £50 123, 6d.

The chairman made some very appro-
priate introductory remarks, addressing
a few words also to the ohildren
present on the upward and downward
paths,

Mr. H. Dadswell spoke interestingly
on Christ as the subject of the teacher’s
doctrine.

Mr, J. Mayhew dwelt nicely on
prayer — prayer of the tongue, the
heart, the eyes, and the hands,

Mr. A. J. Robbins at once attracted
the attention of young and old in
speaking of flags and banners, basing
his remarks ‘on, *“Thou hast given a
banner to them that fear Thee,” &c.

Mr. Brown gave a word of encourage-
ment to teachers from, *I will nourish
you and your little ones.”

Mr. J. Box followed with instructive
hints to teachers on the lives of
Abraham, Iraac, and Jacob.

The collections for the Sunday-school
funds amounted to the very haudsome
sum of £25,

Our pastor moved a vote of thanks to
the chairman for his kindness in pre-
siding and liberality, which was
seconded in an interesting speech by
Mr. G. Appleton, the superintendent,
and carried.

Special hymns and anthems were
sung by the soholars and choir under
the direction of Nr. E. Marsh, our
organist, who composed the music for
one of the hymns used on the occasion.

Large congregations attended on
Sunday and Tuesday evenings, and all
the services were times of enjoyment.
We thank God and take oourage.

FRED. W. KEVAN.

RAMSEY,HUNTS. (SALEM CHAPEL).
On February 16th, we celebrated our
pastor’s anniversary. It is seven years
since our pastor, Mr. Throssell, first
came to us,and we feel full of thankful-
ness to God for the abundant blessings
He has showered upon us sinoce our
beloved pastor has been with us. We
were favoured with splendid weathor,
and we had good gatherings at both
our services, In the afternoon, pastor
Northfield, of Maroh, preaohed an ad-
mirable and suitable sermon from the
words, " For the eyes of the Lord ran to
and fro throughout the whole earth, to
show Himself strong in the behalf of
them whose heart 1s perfeot towards
Him” (2 Chron. xvi. 9), He gave a
striking rendering of the words, *'a
perfect heart,” showing that it means
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“a whole heart—-an undivided heart—
and a heart given entirely toGod” At
5.15 p.m, a good number rat down to
the public tea which was provided. In
the evening, after the pastor had read a
portion of Scripture, and brother Hill
(of Warboys) engaged in prayer, pastor
Peters (of Whitttlesea) gave a truly
soul-refreshing address from the words,
“The Lord direct your hearts into the
love of God,and into the patient waiting
for Christ” (2 Thess, iii. 3). Pastor
Winch (of Chatteris) then followed,
speaking from the words “ Salvation is
of the Lord” (Jonah ii. 9). The last
address was given by pastor Northfield,
who spoke of the “ Christian ministry "
—ita necessity, discouragements, and
encouragements. The collections, which
were for the pastor, were good ; and, as
a Church and people, we would thank
our loving Father that He has watched
over us and remembered us for good ;.
and we would go on feeling we can
sing, with the Psalmist, “The Lord of
hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is-
our Refuge."—A. E. R.

REHOBOTH CHAPEL,
BEDFORD ROAD, CLAPHAM.

THE third anniversary services of our
pastor, brother W, Waite, were held on
January 3rd, 1899 In the afternoon, at
330, Mr. Mitchell, of Chadwell-street,
preached a soul-:tirring sermon, after
which a good number took tea. In the
evening a public meeting was held,
presided over by our esteemed brother,
A. Boulden, of the Surrey Tabernacle.
After singing, the chairman read Deut.
xxxiii., and brother Stringer led us to
the throne of grace.

Mr. Boulden said: We are reminded
that this is the third anniversary of the-
pastor in this place, and I am sure you
can bless God for keeping him among
you for three yearr, and may these three
years be an earnest of many more, and
may the Lord work in this place in the-
hearts and souls of the people. We-
rejoice to know that the Lord is still in
the midst of Hiscause here, and blessing
the Word, though perhaps not to the
extent your minister would wish, but
that he cannot help, he can only deliver
the Word given to him to deliver to you,
and the Lord Himself says, “ My Word
shall not return unto Me void, but it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I
send it.” May He bless it iere. Num-
bers are satisfied in our day with a mere
form of godliness, but that will never
save a soul; your minister knows this
as well as anyone. We have much
cause to bless the Lord for all His

ast mercies upon the year that has
just olosed, and can point to spots
where the Lord has met with us. So we
would desire to bless Him at this time
for the privilege of meeting with one
another in this house of prayer. We
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are pleased to see it look so nijce. I
trust the Lord will supply you with all
needed things in the ministry, and
bring people in to find it a house of
br to their souls. There is no need
for me to say more. We have a good
gathering of ministers to speak to you
upon spiritual matters, as our dear
brother prayed at the commencement
thatit may betrulyaspiritual gathering.

Brother Waite thanked the ohairman
and the brethren in the ministry for
their presence. This day carried his
mind back to the time when he was
without a pastorate, and he felt con-
strained in prayer to tell the Lord if
there was any small place where he
might be of service, * Here am I, Lord ;
send me,” I came by request of the
deacons, and from that time I can bear
testimony that the Lord hath helped
me. Often I feel just like brother
Mitchell described this afternoon, that
I should not hold out; sometimes I fear
I shall make shipwreck; but by the
grace of God I am what I am. All
the glory be to God. During the past
yvear pastor, deacons, and Church have
lived in peace: we bless God for the
union that exists. We are but few, but
we can say. ‘' Hitherto the Lord hath
helped us.,” We are glad we have pray-
ing brethren who seek God’s blessing at
the throne of grace; we look to Him to
answer these fervent petitions.

Brethren Mitchell, White, Holden,
Rundell, Cornwell, and Dadswell gave
truly spiritual addresses.

Brother Mundy then made a statement
that some of the lady friends had made
farthing collections, which amounted
to 1,783 farthings, £1 17s. 13d., to be
added to the collection, making a total
of £10 11s. 7d, for the pastor, brother
Waite.

The chairman said: The pastor desires
me to thank you for the collection.

The meeting closed by singing the
doxology and benediction. C.H F

HINTS FOR TEACHERS AND
WORKERS.
CHRIST THE TRUE LIGHT.

(Read John i. 14.)
INTRODUCTION.—We have entered at
the commencement of the year upon
some of the precious teachings in the
Gospel of St. John. This Gospel was
written in Greek, and later than the
other Gospels. The primary teaching
of the Gospel of St. John goes to
demonstrate the glorious divinity and
deep life and character of Christ. We
have brought before our notice His
humanity and divinity, We notice that
‘Christ’s power and divinity are declared
in that all things were made by Him,
and in Him is light and the life of men.
His object was to save and redeem a
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ruined world, His everlasting love and
pity brought to earth. Let us ever
cling to this truth. Let us remember
that He came to save us, and if we are
loet it must be our fault. His redeem-
inE love brings light and life.
et us remember, by way of applica-

tion and oloser consideration—

I.—Jesus, our word and life,

I1,—Jesus fulfilling the promises.

II1.—Jesus, coming among men.

IV,—Jesus, and His great pity and
care for us.

V.—Jesus, His great object in coming
into the world,

“Light of the world, shine on our souls,
Thy grace to us afford ;
And while we meet to learn Thy will,
Be thou our teacher, Lord.”
THOMAS HEATH,
Plymouth.

WANDSWORTH (WEST-HILL).—The
old teachers' and scholars’ re-union, held
March 8th, proved to be a time of bless-
ing to the workers, both past and
present. Many old friends cheered us
with their presence and their kindly
words ; best of all the Master’s presence
was feit to pervade the meeting. The
sweetness of service for the Master, as
old scholars testified of God’s goodness
to them in the school, filled many hearts
with praise to God. We heartily thank
our friends for coming in such good
numbers.

Aged Pilgl;ns’ Corner.

THE 920d annual meeting will (D.V.) be
held in the Mansion House on Monday
afternoon, May 1st, at five o’'clcck. The
Lord Mayor will preside, and among
the speakers will be the Right Hon,
Evelyn Ashley (the eldest surviving
son of Lord Shaftesb , Archdeacon
Madden (of Liverpool), Mr. J. P. Wiles,
M.A. (pastor of Tenison-road Strict
Baptist Chnﬁ)el, Cambridge), Mr. J. H.
Hallett (of Brighton), and F. A. Bevan,
W. H. Collingridge, and W. J. Parks,
Esgs. Tickets can be obtained at the
office, and the attendance of all friends
of the Institution is sordially invited.

*

The financial year, which has just
closed, has been one of prosperity
and blessing, 1,516 pensioners are on
the bookes, and upwards of £10,800 have
been distributed in pensions alone, The
maintenance of the Homes and the
funds connected with them absorb mere
than £2,000 in addition, Whilst much
new support has been accorded, it is not
nearly in proportion to the increasing
outlay in pensions. Subscriptions,
especially of 7s, 103, and l4s. per
annum, will be thankfully received.

* *

The Quarterly Record for April con-
tains portraits of Joseph Irons and J.
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Harington Evans and a pleasing illus-
tration of two aged pxépims. The
articles are interesting and the circala-
tion of this publication is likely to do
the Soociety much good. Copies will be
supplied for gratu:tous distribution.

L]

L)

The annual Sale of Work in aid of the
Benevolent Fund of the Hornsey Rise
Home will be held on the anniversary
day, July 7th, The lady visitors are
anxious to make this sale one of a
special charaoter, and will be thankful
for the contributitzp gf any articles.

A

)

Visitors are heartily welcomed at the
Homes, and it is hoped that many
friends will make themselves person-
ally chuainted with this branch of the
Society's work. The ax')]pronching anni-
versaries in June and July will afford
favourable opportunities of doing so.
Announcements of the arrangements
will be made next month.

Past and Passing Events.

Oaklham, Rutiand,—Mr. White enters
upon the pastorate here Easter Sunday,
April 2, -

* *

*

Trowbridge.—Last year the Church
worshipping at Zion lost seven members
by death.

» %
*

Plymouth,—The Church meeting at
“Trinity " are ereoting a new and more
convenient building in North-road, to
be called “ Emanuel” Baptist Chapel.
They will require help. [See advt. on
page 2].

» *
»

Ilford.—The oause here are moving
in the right direction—just established
a Sunday-school. May many a little
one, by God’s grace, be instructed, not
only in the letier, guf the TRUTH of

The Gospel. So that many & young
heart, by God's grace, may raise an
Ebenezer for His p‘re‘venting and -

*

Saving meroy, and thus be able to
sing in future years:—

“When in the slippery ]Eaths of youth

With heedless steps I ran;
Thine arm unseen preser\'eé my feet,
And led me up to man.”
* %

Gravesend.—At ion.r, “the sheep are
being pastured—we are looking for
conversions—brother I. C. Johuson
keeps a8 young as fvgr." At

Braintree, Sa.leu;, “we have n Tract
Sooiety, the Word is preached, and we
are pressing on in hope, with signs
following.”

Bradford-on-Avon—Mr, James Haok-
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ing has accepted the invite to the
astorate hero. Recognition services

ater on.
. *

*
Resignation.—After three years’ pas-
torate at Cransford, Suffolk, “‘ our pastor.
Mr. Lockwood, is about to resign—the
Church receives this notice with deep
regret.” Our

L

*

Brother Lockwood finds his secular
avocation, and his pastoral duties, too
much for his physical strength. His
pastorate terminst'ea‘April 30,

*

Ryarsh, Kent. — Necessary repairs
have cost £80; about £35 is reguired.
Brother Hunt has ministered to them
the Word of life gratuitously for five
or six years; the Church have done
what they could, and their cry now is,
“Come over and hil& una.”

x
Glad Tidings.—Eltham cheerful. The
Lord has been working in our midst.
Seven have been called through the
Word preached to publicly confess Him
by passing through the waters of bap-
tism, This service‘w.as conducted at

*

Dacre-park, Lee, by pastor J. H. Lynn.
both pastor and Church showing us no
little kindness. Brethren Piper and T.
Vincent took the first part of the
service. May this be but the beginning
of showers of blessing.—A., SMITH.

* *

=
Brother E. White, Woolwich, has been
laid aside, and was unable to be at the
annual meetings of the M.A.S.B.C.
Brethren Tuarnpenny (Walthamstow),
Thorn (Tollington-park), and many
others, were likewise hindered.
x %

Pleased to hear of*prosperity at Provi-
dence, Halstead, Essex; the moving of
the waters is always cheerful tidings.

L

Willenhall.—Mr. ’:A B. Tettmar has
accepted an invitation to the pastorate
at Little London.

“HE KNOWETH.”

WHAT a mercy ! Jesus knoweth
All the pangs that throang our breast:
What a blessing He bestoweth
To the weary sweetest rest :
May we to His will concur,
Father is too wise to err.

What n joy ! that Jesus giveth
To His mourning ones below
Sweet assurance, and He liveth
Further joys to let them know :
Surely such & Friend as this
Fills us with eternal bliss!

What o peace ! and Jesus sends it
When He sees the troubled heart :

With what love the Lord attends it,
How He sanctifies each smart !

Children, do not worry thus,

Jesus suffered more than us.
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A HATPY DAY AT MASBORO’
(ROTHERHAM).

LORD'S-DAY, March 3, was a day never
to be forgotten by many present on this
occasion. The chapel was full to listen
to brother Clayton and witness a
baptizing service. The preacher took
for his text Acts viii. 30 (last clause),
and clearly defined between a believer
who "understood” what he was doing
and a little babe whose senseless head
was sprinkled with a few dropsof
water. So plain and forcible were the
preacher’s arguments on immersion as
the only mode of baptism that many
present were convinced “ the Baptists
were right.”

Brother Taylor, of Sheffield, who has
laboured among us about thirty years,
gave an address at the pool, his savoury
words being listened to with great
attention, and concluded by saying he
felt like good old Simeon, “Lord, now
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in
peace,” &c.

Brother Clayton and the candidate,
like Philip and the eunuch, both went

DOWN INTO THE WATER,

and William Tintaft (vephew of the
late William Tiptaft, whose name is
still green in the Churches of trath)
‘was bapticed in thename of the Father,
Son and Holy Ghost. The doxology and
benediction closed the afternoon service,

In the evening the chapel was again
filled and brother Clayton’s tongue was
set at happy liberty in exalting his
Lord and Saviour and laying poor
sinners low. The ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper followed and the right
hand of fellowship was given to brother
Tiptaft. It was a time of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord; we
realised the Master's gracious presence
in our midst, and made us long to see
the waters moved again. May it be Bo
is the earnest prayer of

A T.P,

SPIRITUAL ALPHABET FOR BABES IN
GRACE.

A—ASK, you shall not be denied,
Who gave His Son, giveth all things
beside.
B—Blessing, a rich one is theirs,
Who, born from above, are with Jesus
joint-heira.
C—"Chrirt crucifled.” where we see
Divine love, and mercy, and justice
agree,
D—I¢ death, doom, devil and dread.
Conguer'd for us, and in us, by Jesus our
Head.
E—Ease, a sad stale to be in,
For those that have peace.
heaven to win.
F—Faith, that which Jesus inspires
The hearts of His saints, is tried as by
fire.
G—Grace, whereby God has the praise,
And sinners unite the top stone to raise.

pardon,

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

11—Is holiness, heaven and home,
To which the redeem’d shall all finally
conie,
I—Intecrest, each seeks to know,
To strengthen and comfort, as on they
go.
J—Jesus, the one only name,
“ Yesterday, and to-day, and for ever”
the same.
K—RKingdom, we pray it may come
To many, who now so far from it roam.
L—Longing, this quickened souls feel.
For gralce of assurance, the Spirit's sure
seal.
M—The manifold trials they meet
Tha{t drive them, or draw them to Jesu's
eet.
N—Is “nowise,” *never,” and “now,"
Threi'e helps to the doubting, iearing, and
ow.
O —Offering, atonement once made,
O let me here trust, and not be afraid.
P—Purity, penitence, peace,
Praise, promise, and praver, we wish
their increase.
Q—Questionings, constantly plied,
Oft causing anxious thoughts, thus faith
is tried.
R—Righteousness, outside and in,
Deliverance from, and hatred {o, sin.
S—Salvation, saints and their song
To Him that loved them, the ages long.
T—Trouble, trust, truth and its power,
And the glorious Trinity we adore.
U—Unity, pleasant and good,
Which runs through the heavenly
brotherhood.
V—Vain are notions when trials arise,
Oil in their vessels have the virgins wise.
W—Word, both milk and strong meat,
“A light to my path, a lamp to my feet.”
X—Cross upon cross, and blow after blow,
Thence are my comforts, and my wisdom
too.
Y—Yea, every burden Love makes light,
His yoke is easy and His judgmenis
right.
Z—Zeal in service, of our best Friend,
Be 1t abounding, until life shall end.
GEO. RUFFEL.

Marriages.

CLEMENTS—BALDWIN.—On December 26,
1893, at Grove Chapel, Chelsea, by the father
of the bride, Charlotte Lydia Baldwin, of
Fulham, to Herbert Abraham Clements, of
Notting Hill. Friends kindly accept this
notice.

VINE—ELNAUGH.—On February 21, at
Mount Zion, Hill-street, biftheir pastor, Mr.
J. E. Hazelton, Esther Matilda, youngest
daughter of Mr. George Elnaugh, to Albert
Vine. The bottom of the chapel was nearly
full of relatives and friends. The presents,
g5 in number, were of a useful character

Bone FHome.

ALICE JANE HUNNEYBELL,

the beloved wife of Fimeon Hunneybell,
peacefully passed to the bright regions
above, February 10, 1899, aged 49 years. ““‘ No
night there,” is the text on the card.
Deceased experienced many daysand nights
of bodily affliction,and toherthetranslation
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1o the rest that remains for the people of
Uod, cannot be b:tter put than is ex-
pressed by David Denbam :—
“Our sister has gained her release
From all that distressed her below ;
Mnde meet for the kingdom of peace,
Where pleasures eternally flow ;
She triumphed by faith in His blood,
Who did for Hig people atone ;
Then flew to the bosom of God,
To reign with the Lamb on His throue.”

Our departed sister was well versed in the
Scriptares; possesscd an intelligent mind
and a ready utterance, and was one who
contended for the old paths—a Strict and
Particular Baptist from conviction. She
wrote and read many papers at various
Bible-classes—ber mind being well stored
and possessng a good memory was ever
ready to converse on Scriptural topics. No
other theme but God's free grace could
bring comfort to her soul. Mrs. Hunneybell
was born at Kelvedon, Essex. Early in life
she came to London and was baptised when
18, at Dalston. She was first led into the
truth under the ministry of Mr, Holden, at
Limehouse. Moving to the North of London,
she united with the Church at Providence,
under the pastorate of Mr, Reynolds. The
funeral took place at her native town, her
pastor officiating. Mr. Herbert White,
deacon, was present representing the
Church. We beir our humble testimony to
deceased being a woman of no mean order.
Shi was known and respected in Stow-
market and other parts of Suffolk. Wherever
she was grace was her theme. We deeply
sympathise with her bereaved husband and
pray he may realise God's snpporting and
suslaining mercy.—J. W. B.
MARY ANN ALEXANDER

died on November 28th, 1§98, aged 72 years;
for 35 years an hononrable member of the
Church at Mendlesham Green.

* One gentle sigh | her fetters brake !

We scarce could sav, ‘She’s gone,’
Before her willing spirit takes
Its place with Christ, her God.”
—H. T. H,
CHARLES CANE.

By the death of Mr. Charles Cane, the
parish loses one of its oldest and most
respected inhabitants. Coming up from
Sherfield, Mr. Cane settled at Holly Bush
Farm, Where for 45 years he carried on
business, exercising supervision over every
detail of the farm., He was of a retiring
disposition, and had an utter abhorence of
everything like show or pretence. He was
associated with the Striet Baptists, and for
many years drove into Newbury to the
Sunday morning service. Two yearsago he
left the farm and retired to Hill-side, await-
ing the call, which came in February last.
A break-up of the system was evident to his
friends about November last; but deceased
Kept his bed only three days. The fnreral
took place at Headley Churchyard, being
conducted by the Rev. E. Bulkley, who had
visited him during the period he had been
conflned to his house. He was [ollowed to
the grave by a largs number of relatives and
friends.—Newbury Weckly News,

MRS. HARRIET CROWHURST.
On o card in memory of the above, who
sweetly fcll asleep in Jesus on the 8th of
Teb,, 1809, aged 77 years, we read the follow-
ing lines, previously selected by the departed
for the Eurpose — o
“« With mercy and with judgment,
My web of time He wove ;
And e'en the clouds of sorrow,
W ere lustered with His love.

HERALD. 1

3\
~1

T'll bles< tho hand that guided.
I'll bless the heart that planned ;
When throned where glory dwelleth,
In Immanuel's land,”

which embodies both her living godly ex-
perience and her dying blessed horpe. while
the words also added, “ within the veil,
whither the Forerunner is for us entered,”
express the confldence of faith, in those to
whom she was most endeared, both as a
loving parent and equally 80 as a “Mother
in Israel.” Mr. Shaw, of Brighton, who well
knew the deceased during his pastorate at
Gravesend, kindly officiated at theinterment
of her remains on the 14th Feb.. 1849, in the
burial ground of the chapel at Meopham.
Kent, in the grave where the body of ler
husband had been already deposited some
years since. The now deceased haviog been
for many years an honoured and honourable
member of the Strict Baptist Church there,
a funeral discourse was preached on the
occasion in the chapel, on the following
Lord’'s-day, by Mr. Langford, who was then
supplying the pulpit, from the words, " Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death,I will fear no evil, for Thou
art with me; Thy rod and Thy statf they
comfort me.” “ Blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord.”

JAXE DRY.

Dear Brother,—Can you oblige by announ-
cing in your next issue of the VESSEL the
death of Mrs Jane Dry, widow of the late
John R. Dry. Her earthly course ended, and
she passed peacefully away to her eternal
rest on January 12th, 1899; a truly God-
fearing and consistent follower of the Lord
Jesus, the subject of many doubts and fears,
yet “kept by the power of God,” she was
enabled by a meek and unaysuming charac-
ter to adorn the profession she made of His
dear name. Latterly, as often as her in-
creasing infirmities would permit, she has
worshipped with the friends meeting in
Zion Chapel, Heaton-road, Peckham, and
much enjoyed the ministry there, and.
though weak and fearing, her hope was
built exclusively on the finished work of the
Lord Jesus. Thus passed away one whose
children *“‘arise to call her blessed.” and who
keenly feel the painful bereavement.—R.
ALFEEY.

EDWARD FREEMAN,

On Jan. 25th, the redeemed spirit of Alr.,
Edward Freeman, of Stoke Ash, farmer.
entered the haven of eternal rest after toil-
ing over forty years on troublous waters in
very stormy periods, when the winds were
contrary on life’s tempestucus ocean, when
sun, moon, and stars were not seen for many
davs together, vet by divine help he has got
safe to land and enterod the celestial port,
to go no more out for ever. With several
friends we followed his mortal remains to
their last resting place until the resurrection
morn., He was interred in Stoke Ash Church-
yard by the Rector, January 30th, 1899. The
breast-plate bere this inscription :—

EDWARD FREEMAN,
Died January 25th, 1899,
Aged 72 Years.
One friend remarked he had seen him buried
twice, the first time by Mr. R. G. Edwards,
at Mendlesham Green Baptist Chapel, where
he was & member many years. 1 Kings xviii.
21, taken for a text and preached from by
Mr. Edwards. God so blest this to Mr.
Freeman that he was constrained to t{ollow
his Lord in that divinely instituted and
divinely honoured ordinance of baptism, and
his over forty years practice gave proof he
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never repented. Yours in

JOSEPH FREEMAN,

WILLIAM PAYNE,

In ever-loving remembrance of our dear
father, William Payne. who peacefully
passed away, Sunday, March 6, 1898. Interred
at Buckhurst-hill Churchya:d, in the
presence of numerous friends. He was for
ten vears a Member of Mount Zion chapel,
Dorset-square.—S. YOUDAN.

ANN PEARCE.

In loving memory of Ann, the beloved
wife of Thomas B.Pearce, who departed this
life, January 3lst, 1899, aged 77 years. Our
beloved sister was for many years an
esteemed and honourable member of the
Baptist Church at Newton Abbott, formerly
under the pastoral care of the latc William
Rattenbury Cross, Frederick Pearcc, and
others. Our loss is her eternal gain.—J. M.

ELLEN RICE,

our senior deacon’s wife, was received into
glory on Thursday, February 22nd, and was
interred in the family grave in the Grays
Churchyard, on Thursday, March 2nd, by
our pastor, J. Everett, She was one of the
most godly women that we ever knew, her
walk being even more convincing than her
talk. Almost her last words were, ‘‘ Begone,
unbelief,” &c., &c. She was for many years
a member of the cause at “ Ebenezer,”
Gravs, Essex.—F. 8. WITHERS.

GEORGE TAYLOR.

It is with much regret werecord thedeath
of our brother Mr. George Taylor. of Barden-
park, Tonbridge, who passed away very
suddenly, January 3,1899. For nearly thirty
vears he has stood in honourable member-
ship with the Church at Zion, New Cross,
during part of which time he was an active
and efficient worker in the Sunday-school.
About sixteen vears ago he removed to
Croydon and commenced to cater for
Sunday-school- and pleasure parties at
Sanderstead, from thence to * Halliloo,”
and Court Farm, Upper Warlingham, and it
is interesting to learn that during those
vears he catered for about one million
persons connected with Sunday-schools,
Churches and Missions. His love for the
young was well known, and many of the
boyvs and girls with whom he was brought
into contact will never forget his kindness
and tact and the interest he took in their
pleasures. Some two years ago he retired
into private life,removing to Lewisham and
renewing his asrociation with the work at
New Cross. During the winter of 1897 and
1898, he entertained nearly all the scholars
of Zion school, having them in parties of
twenty-five or thirty at a time, and he was
also Secretary of the Jubilee DMemorial
Fund for the renovation of the chapel. His
son-in-law, Mr. Hinton, had taken over
Court Farm, and Mr. Taylor wishing to get
back to active life, became possessed of
Barden Park and 1aid it out for schools and
pleasure parties, and mapy a pleasant day
was spent there during last summer. His
health, however, had begun to fail and
sutfering from heart affection he {ully
realised that at any moment the summons
mighi arrive to 'come up higher.” He
retired to rest as wsual at night, but about
one o'clock wasawakened by violent spasms
of pain and within half-an-hour had passed
peacefully away in the arms of his youngest
son. All that was morta) of him was laid to

Christ Jesus,

THE EARTHEN

rest on the 8th, in Tonbridge cemetery, :

in the presence of a large number of friends
trom New Crossand otherglaces, his pastor,
Mr. Thomas Jones, assiste

VESSEL.

Blake. of Tonbridge, ofMciating at the last
sad service. We earnestly commend to the
care and keeping of our covenant God, his
sorrowing widow and the bereaved family.

MRS. TOMLINS.

Death has been commissioned yet again to
thin the ranks of the little company meeting
for worship at West Hill, Wandsworth. A
few days after the departure of our beloved
sister, Mrs. James Cooper (an account of
whose death will be found in these pages),
the Lord called home to Himself our aged
and long-loved sister, Mrs. Sarah Tomlins,
widow of our late brother, Mr. G. Tomlins,
for many years an honoured and much
loved deacon of this Church. While God
gave her the strength, and with the measure
of ability that she possessed, she served the
Church "well, during the fifty-three years
she was a member, little known outside her
own circle, but sincerely loved by many.
For the Master’s sake she has obeyed the
summons she was longing for, and which
more than once she has told the writer she
hoped would not be long delayed. The in-
terment took place at Wandsworth Common
Cemc.ery, on Saturday, January 7th. Our
sister’'s age was seventy-six ; her record is
“On High.”

ELIZABETI WEEELY.

It is with deep regret I record the death
of Mrs. Elizabeth Weekly, at Longford, on
Monday, January 2nd. y her death the
poor of that parish have lost one of their
greatest friends and benefactresses, and the
Church at Colnbrook one of their most use-
ful members. Deceased was a very old
resident of Longford, and her amiability
gained her many friends in and around the
parish. Shelived in the house which had
been in the Weekly fumily (descendants of
Wycliffe the Reformer) for many genera-
tions.” She was the widow of the late
Richard Weekly, and, notwithstanding her
age, which was over 77, was a regular
attendant at the Baptist Chapel, Colnbrook,
where she had been a member about 40
vears. For some time she had been failing
in health, and, in spite of the efforts of Dr.
Southey, died somewhat suddenly from
bronchitis and weakness. The funeral took
place at the Colnbrook Baptist Ohapel, on
Monday the 9th, when a very impressive
service was held, the building being nearly
full of relatives and friends. Pastor 8.
Willis officiated. The cortege consisted of
three mourning coaches, whieh contained
W. Butler, of Sipson (nephew), Mrs. Sable
and Mrs. Brampton (nieces), Mr. and Mrs.
H. T. Wild and family, Mr. W. Passingham,
Mr. and Mrs. Ashby, Mr. and Mrs. John Hey-
ward, Miss Kate Wild, Mr. and Mrs. Fewell,
pastor R. C. Bardens (Ipswich), Mr. A. Knell
(Laxfleld), and pastor ¥, E, Cassey (Hayes).
By the request of the deceased there were no
wreaths or flowers sent. The funeral sermon
was preached on the following Lord's-day
evening.—ALBERT KNELL, late pastor of the
Colnbrook Baptist Church.

Miss J. WHITE.

On ihe 111h of January, 1899, at Leicester,
Miss J. White, formerly a Member at Mount
Zion, Chadwell-street, For the last few

years she was o member at Zion Chapel,
cicester, under the ministry of Mr. Hazle-
rigg. Nearly her last words were:—
“ Weary of earth, myseclf, and sin,
Dear Jesus, set me irce;
And to thy glory take me in,
For there I long to be.”

by pastor J. H, | Her end was perfect peace. —M. J. COOE.



PASTOR WILLIAM WAITE, REHOBOTII, CLAPITAM.
(See page 132) )

A g\ttmqﬁﬁn Subject.

By E. MITCHELL.

“T will mention the lovingkindnesses of the Lord.”—Isaiah Ixiii. 7.

HL Psalmist had all his desires rolled into cne, whicli he thus expresses,
“One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after, that

I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold
the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in His temple.” His desire for
the house of the Lord was because of the Lord of the house, whose beauty
and glory he had beheld there. Some read ¢ amiableness ™ for ¢ beauly.”
Young gives pleasantness as the meaning of the original word, and Strong
vives agreeableness. It is such a beauty as is pleasant and agreeable for

Von. LV. Mav. 1899. K
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us to contemplate ; those attributes of God which make Him and His
courts amiable in our eyes. The greatness and glory of God are every-
where manifest in creation, but it is in His house where His lovingkind-
ness and mercy are manifested, that His amiableness appears. A God
of lovingkindness and tender mercy is a pleasant and agreeable object
for a sinnet’s contemplation, every way suited to create confidence and
love. * How excellent” (precious, marg.) ‘‘is Thy lovingkindness, O
(vod, therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of
Thy wings. Tlhey shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatiess of Thy
house ; and Thou shalt make them drink of the river of Thy pleasures.”

In former papers* upon “ the lovingkindnesses of the Lord ” we have
mentioned some manifestations of His lovingkindness to His people. We
would now dwell upon SOME OF ITS QUALITIES. We commnience by saying
that His lovingkindness is pure ; it is absolutely unmixed, and clear from
any other motive. There is a measure of selfishness in the love of the
best of mortals at their best ; but God’s love wells up clear and pure
from the depths of His own infinite heart. He is in no wise benefited
or enriched by His creatures, as He is absolutely independent and self-
sufficient :—

“Thou wert the ever-living God,
Were all the nations dead.”
We can add nothing to Him. Rather He is the one great source of all
good, and His bestowments on poor guilty men arise from the purest
benevolence, and richest mercy. “If thou sinnest, what doest thou against
Him ? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou unto Him ?
If thou be righteous, what givest thou Him ? or what receiveth He of
thine hand ?”” ¢ Can a man be profitable unto God ?” ¢ My goodness
estendeth not to Thee.” It is from the purest lovingkindness that He
bl-<ses His people.

The lovingkindnesses of the Lord are also perfectly free. They are not
drawn out by any worthiness in us. The apostle makes this very mani-
fest in the second chapter of the epistle to the Ephesians, “ You hath
He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and in sins, wherein in time
past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience, among whom also we all had our conversation in times
past in the Insts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the
mind ; and were by nature the children of wrath, even asothers.” There
is nothing in the description given here to draw God to us, rather there
is everything to disgust Himn and drive Him from us. “But God, who
is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ ; by grace
ye are saved ”’ ;—

“ What was there in you that could merit esteem,
Or give the Creator delight ? )
"T'was ‘ even so Father,” you ever must sing,
¢« Because it seemed good in Thy sight.” "
As there was no merit in us to draw ont His lovingkindness toward us,
g0 neither was our misery a motive to move Him to have mercy npon
us. We were in just the same condition as the rest of mankind,
“ children of wrath, even as others,” and the others are as miserable as

* In the February and March issues of * E.V."”
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'we were. Their misery has not moved Him to quicken them. His
lovingkindness hes its spring entirely in Himself. Our misery is an
occagion for Him to display His lovingkindness in His dealings with us,
but is in no sense the cause of its exhibition.

“God’s lovingkindness is immeasurably rich. It surmounts ecvery
obstacle, and overcomes the natural disgust that an infinitely holy (rod
must feel with our corruptions. He loved us even when—and in spite
of the fact that—we were dead in sins ; polluted and depraved through-
out our being ; “ enemies by wicked works,” and allied with Satan, His
adversary. How infinitely rich His love toward us must be ! Its rich-
ness is discovered also in the means He employs to save us.  He gave
His only begotten Son.” This love has not only no parallel, but we know
of nothing to which we can at all liken it by way of illustration. It
exceeds all thought, and defies all description. Our best attitude is one
of silent admiration and adoration ; or lifting up onr hands and hearts
worshipfully exclaim with the beloved disciple, ¢ Herein is love, not that
we loved God ” (though we had every reason to love Him), “but that
He loved us ” (though there was everything in us displeasing and un-
lovely) “ and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sing.” The
gift of the Spirit to quicken us, and the patience He exercises toward
us, with all the leadings, teachings, and forgivenesses we experience from
Him, all unite to proclaim the unsearchable riches of His lovingkindness.

“The lovingkindnesses of the Lord are, moreover, sovereign and distin-
guishing in their character. This is unfashionable teaching in our day,
and exposes those who maintain it to much obloquy. But it is inscribed
everywhere in the pages of the Holy Scriptures, and is most surely
believed by ns. In the connection of our text the prophet is celebrating
the distinguishing mercy of God to His people Israel in delivering them
from Egyptian bondage. Were these or similar favours bestowed on
any other of the nations ? Did not God distingnish His people from all
other peoples ? They were typical of “ the election of grace,” and dis-
tinguishing love is as clearly manifest in the New Testament as it is in
God’s dealings with His ancient people recorded in the Old Testament.
Lovingkindness is sovereign and distinguishing. God loves those whom
it is His pleasure to love, and has “ mercy on whom He will have mercy.”
Fancy pictures of what is termed the harshness of this doctrine are
drawn by its opponents, and sinners are depicted as perishing from no
fault of their own, but because God refuses them the mercy they seek at
His hands. These pictures are libels on the truth of God. No sinner
will ever be punished except for the sins he has committed, and in
accordance with such justice as he will be compelled to admit as being
perfect. And no sinner has ever been,or ever will be, refused mercy
that seeks it in God’s appointed way. Let every poor sinner who is seek-
ing mercy through Jesus know assuredly that mercy hassonght him, and
he shall receive the mercy he is seeking. And let all who have received
mercy praise the distinguishing grace which has saved them, and—

* Sing the love that took them in,
And others left in sin to die,”

Once more, the lovingkindnesses of the Lord are eternal.

“ Whom once He loves He never leaves,
But loves them to the end.”
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There are changes in His modes of dealing, but no change in the love
that actuates Him at all times. He may hide His face, and frown in
His providence, but love isin Hisheart. When He rebukes and chastens
us it is in love. “ As many as I love I rebuke and chasten.” He deals
thus severely with us because He loves us, and designs our welfare, His
chastenings are to make us * partakers of His holiness.” All the springs
of God's lovingkindness are in Himself, and, as He iz ever and
immutably the same, His love can never change or diminish. His deal-
ings have a respect to what we are, and what He intends to make us,
and are therefore greatly varied to meet our condition, and produce the
desired result. But His love, rising in His own eternal mind, with no
respect to anything we are or shall Dbe, remains unalterable, like streams.
that are fed from an eternal fountain that can never diminish, much less.
become dry.
“ My soul through many changes goes,
His love no variation knows.”’

Let us not be afraid to mention His lovingkindnesses, for it is a subject.
that can never fail, and calculated to powerfully attract our souls and
bind them to our God.

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. VI.
PasTor WiLLiax WalTe, REHOBOTH, CLAPHAM.

BRADFORD-ON-AVONX — WILLTAM HAWKINS —GREAT —GLORIOUS — PRE-
SERVED—WELL-READ BIBLE—AFTER A TIME—COOLED DOWN A BIT
—DOCTRINE OF ELECTION—CAME TO LONDON—BIBLE CHRISTIANS
~—THE SAME DAY—JR. PELLS AT SOHO-—DISTRESS OF SOUL—
R. E. SEARS—STREAM OF LIGHT—DESIRE TO BE USEFUL—
FIRST SERMON—KNOCKHOLT—C. W. BANKS—REHOBOTH,

CLAPTAM.

EAR BROTHER,—At your request, I will try and pen a few
particulars of my life, and the Lord’s gracious dealings with me,
in calling me by grace, and to the ministry.
I was born on the 29th of October, 1840, of Clristian parents, at

BRADFORD-ON-AVON,

and was early taken to the house of God. My father at that time was
senior deacon at the old Baptist Church in that town (then under the
pastoral care of the late William Hawkins), and took a great interest in
every branch of service connected with that honoured house of prayer.
For eight or nine years my father was a great sufferer, and it fell to my
lot, as soon a6 I was able, to read the Bible to him when not able to
leave his bed, or his voom. I shall never forget those seasons, especially
when nearing his end. His sufferings were GREAT, but his end was
6LORIOTR. Thus I was left fatherless when I had just turned my
eleventh year; a time when a father’s care and wisdora was much
needed.

A few months after this bereaving dispensation I went to work in a
factory, where I was thrown into a different class of society, and later
ou was led into some of the sins and follies which all are subject to, I
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was, however, mercifully PERSERVED from running into those lengths of
sin which some are permitted to do. The eye of God was upon me, and
many convictions and checks did I receive, which tronbled my conscience.
Thanks to early training and a

WELL-READ BIBLE,

and my God, who preserved me, when my feet were making haste to
hell.

I continued attending the Sunday-school and chapel, until I was
severely reprimanded by the three Superintendents of the three Sunday-
schools in connection with the chapel (and that unjustly, too), which led
me to sever my connection with the school at once, and the same after-
noon had my name entered as a scholar at another Baptist Chapel, but
on reaching home, my mother had heard that I had not gone to my
usual School, and before I could give her any explanation, she was urged
by a relative then present, to give me a thrashing, which she did, which
I did not at all'relish. I was getting well into my teens, and this had
a bad effect upon me, so that I would not for months either enter school
or chapel, and thus became a regular Sabbath-breaker.

AFTER A TIME

I got tired of that life, and went and joined the Bible Class at Zion
Baptist Chapel, and attended the services conducted by Mr. Newall.
Here I had some convictions under the preached Word, which led me to
attend the week evening service, and prayer-meetings. The minister
put a letter in my hand one evening, the reading of which affected me
much, and led me seriously to seek the Lord in prayer. I felt convicted,
and did all I could to set myself right with God, spending much time in
prayer, and reading the Word ; and, at my work, kept a Bible, and used
to get a verse or more from it to think npon during my employment, to
try to keep out other thoughts. For a time I was in hopes, in that way,
I should get peace to my soul. Then I got
COOLED DOWN A BIT,

and my teacher would talk and walk with me, and work me up to a
state of frenzy, till he and others thought there was a work of grace
going on in me, and I thought so, too ; but it did not last long, till at
last, with an oath, I swore I would never have anything more to do with
religion, but, that if ever I was saved, God should save me.

The doctrine of election had troubled me, but I searched the Word,
and found it was so ; that God had loved a people, and these were elected
to that salvation which Christ procured for His people, and that the
Holy Spirit must work in us to will and to do, so I was determined to
let the matter rest.

In the spring of 1858, in the providence of Almighty God, I

CAME TO LONDOXN,
and found a situation at a watchmaker’s at Charing Cross. My teacher,
before I left home, prayed very earnestly with, and for me, and in
parting, begged me to join some school in London. This I was about
to do, but did not know where to go. I was living in the Waterloo-
road, and seeing a chapel in that road, called

THE BIBLE CHRISTIANS,

I thought that must be the spot. I went and asked that my name might
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be entered, and these good folks were so delighted to find one so willing,
and just up from the country, too, that they not only wanted to make me-
a member of the school, but introduced me to the pastor, who wanted to
receive me into the Church as well,
THE SAME DAY.

This astounded me, for T knew I was not fit for it, neither did I wish to
make a profession of that I did not possess, so that when once outside I
was determined not to go there again. Ioccasionally went to other chapels,
but the most of my Sundays were spent in sight-seeing and pleasure, till
I went to Soho, and heard Mr, John Pells preach, and was somewhat
taken with him, and went again and again. During this time I hecame
acquainted with the person now my wife, and we attended the services
under Mr. Pells.

In looking over & book-stall near Westminster Bridge, I came across
the unbound numbers of the EARTHEN VESSEL for the years 1857 and
1853; this was the first time 1 saw or heard of its issue. I liked the-
ring of it much. The next day they were in my possession, and I prized
them much, especially those chapters by the late James Wells. His.
“ Epistles to Theophilus,” with what pleasure I read and re-read in my
spare time. Those numbers were helpful to me then in many ways,
last but not least, in directing me to where the truth was preached, and
gave the account of Mr. Pells at Clare, his removal to London; and my
desire to see and hear the man. From that time till now I have beena
reader of the EARTHEN VESSEL.

The Open Air Mission asked Mr. Pells to preach. for them at Com-
berland Market, Regent’s Park ; my home was near, and I went to hear
how he would preach in the open air. Would he advance the same
truths or no ? His text was, ¢ The great ddy of His wrath is come, and
who will be able to stand ?”” TUnder that sermon, for the first time in
my life, I felt what sin was, what I was myself, and that I should not
be able to stand. The same evening L

MR. PELLS, AT SOHO,

preached from these words, Let us put sackcloth on our loins, and
ropes on our head, and go out to the King of Israel, peradventure he

will save thy life.”” From these two sermons I was much distressed and

troubled, and was advised by a friend of mine, to whom I spoke, to go-
home and pray. I told himI could not, for I had made such a vow, and

I was afraid even to pray. However, I went home, and to bed, but no

prayer as such ; my feelings can better be imagined than described. I

felt miserable, and wretched, and undone. On the following morning I

felt I must open my mind and heart to God; peradventure He would -
save my life. This was the commencement of days and months of

DABKNESS AND DISTRESS OF SOUL.

During this time, Brother R. E. Sears came from Laxfield, to preach at
Soho. One of his prayers and sermons so affected me, that I burst into
tears, and continued the whole of the service. The effect was so great
on my then burdened soul, that it acted on my nervous system, and I was
unable for a few days to attend to my daily work. My convictions were-
thus deepened, but could get no light, comfort, or peace. I asked advice:
of Mr. Pells, who said, ¢ The Lord wounds, and the Lord heals, and if
the blessing tarried, I must wait for it.” Oh, that seemed such poor-
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comfort to me then ; had he but prayed with me, I felt it would have
helped me—but no. So I said, “ If thisis the only comfort he can give,
I will seek elsewhere, to see if the Lord would bless me, and save my
life, praying, hoping, and longing for light, pardon, and peace.” '

At length, the set time had come. One Thursday evening (which
was my wont), I was reading alond one of Mr. Spurgeon’s sermons from
the text, ** If I say the truth, why will ye not helieve 7" About midway
of the sermon, I abruptly stopped, and said to my wife what a

STREAM OF LIFE, LIGHT, AND LOVE

shone into my sonl. I felt my sins gone, and the peace of God flowing
into my soul. I said to her, *“ I feel so happy now; I should like to
die and go to heaven at once.” I finished the sermon, and was blessed
with that happy frame of mind on the following day. [ felt I wasina
new world, and everything seemed new to me. On the following Sunday,
the preacher took for his text, ““I count all things but dung and dross,”
&c. The hymns also so suited to me, “ Jesus, I my cross have taken,”
and especially the one as follows :—
¢ I've found the pearl of greatest price,
My heart doth sing for joy ;
And sing I must, for Christ is mine,
Christ shall my song employ.” "
I felt indeed happy; but this did not last long, for Satan set in for a
time, and I lost my joy. In the course of time I again attended the
ministry of Mr. Pells, and was baptised by him, December, 1863.

After I realized peace and joy I felt a burning
DESIRE TO BE USEFUL

in the Lord’s vineyard. I used to attend a class at the chapel, and on
one occasion the leader did not come; I was asked to conduct the
meeting, which I did with great trembling, after much pressing, and
was called upon to do so again and again. Prayer-meetings and Bible-
classes were then conducted in my own house, and good seasons they
often proved to be.
- MY FIRST SERMON
was preached in May, 1864, from the text, “8end out Thy light and
Thy truth,” in a Hall or upper room in the High-street, Hoxton, and
the Word was blest there from time to time. After a while, I preached
for a Sunday or two at Claygate, and then for three months ; from there
Ilabouyed as an itinerant as Knockholt, Kent, by the request of the
late C. W. Banks, and for many years supplied the various Churches, as
doors were opened to me. In 1883 I was invited to preach at Jireh,
City-road, which led to my taking the pastorate in 1884, From here I
laboured as pastor of Rehoboth, Stepney, giving myself wholly to the
work, and had many sweet seasons with the friends there. Resigning
my pastorate at Stepuey, I entercd business again, and did not intend to
take the oversight of another Church. and for some years continned
supplying the Churches, as doors opened. In the providence of God, I
was asked to fill the pulpit at
REHOBOTH, BEDFORD-ROAD, CLAPHAN,

February 3rd, 1893, to take the place of one just called home to glory.
This led to other engagements, and received an invite to supply, with a
view. This led to a call to the pastorate, which I commenced January
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1st, 1806, and have found the friends a truth-loving people, and we are
attached to cach other, as pastor, deacons, and members ; the love of
Christ constrains us, for which we are grateful. Hitherto the Lord hath
helped us.  We wanta continnance of that blessing—a real revival—for
which we are earnestly praying ; more grace, more love to our Lord and
Master. We are only a little folk, but trust we are bound up in the
bandle of eternal life, feeling our own nothingness and entire dependence
upon Him who said, * Withont Me ye can do nothing.” We ask your
prayers on our behalf, and beg to give all the glory to our God.
. Yours for Christ’s sake, W. W.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
By H. 8. L.

MaxIroLD WORKS OF WISDOM,
No. 4.— Bats.

¢« What shall T call thee, bird, or beast, or neither?’
¢ Just what you will, I'n: rather both than either,
Much like the season when I whirl my flight,
The dusk of evening, neither day nor night.””’

THUS the poet apostrophized the bat, and sapposed him to reply. And,
in point of fact, it was long a debated point whether the bat were
beast or bird. The ancients generally classed it with birds because it
could fly easily, though not so swiftly as the feathered tribe usnally are
able to do ; but modern naturalists have assigned its place among the
mammals, and Linnceus even ranked it among the ¢ primates,” along
with men and apes. Its long, leathery unfeathered wings, are indeed the
only things which give it the slightest resemblance to a bird, and the
creature’s true description is that of a “ wing-handed ” animal. .
There are many kinds of bats, but all of them may be divided into
two classes, those who live upon fruit, and those who subsist upon insects;
each kind being admirably adapted for its mode of life. The fruit-bats
of Ceylon are much larger than any of the insectivorous species found in
Britain and elsewhere. They are dog-shaped in their head and face, and
ate often called flying-foxes. There is also the *great Kalong,” which
is found in Java, Sumatra, and some other islands; its body is about
fourteen inches long, and its wings expand to a breadth of about four
feet. These bats hang on to the branches of the trees with their claws
in almost any position, some, when at rest, hang on with one foot only,
and almost envelop their body with their wings, while others cling on
heud downwards and wings folded close, looking more like parts of the
tree than anything else. They increase in numbers rapidly when left
alone, and consume and waste an immense amount of fruit of all sorts,
from the cocoa nuts to the most delicate and costly productions of the
nost carcfully cultured orchards. Many of them are said to be very
greedy and quarrelsome among themselves, aud some (like monkeys)
have cheel-pouches, into which they can stow their dainties, to chew z_md
enjoy them at leisure. ** Fox-headed ” fruit-bats are found in Palestine,
though those captured have been smaller than the flying-foxes before
mentioned.

But the “ insectivorous ” bats are much more numerous, varied, and
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widely distributed than the other species; some of them, like the
“ horseshoe " family—so-called from the peculiar nose appendage that
marks its face—being only two inches long in body, with a wing expanse
of about nine inches.

There are *“ desert ” and ‘ mountain * bats, ¢ long-eared " and * big-
cared,” “ whiskered "’ and * thick-footed * hats, of various colours, some
black, some orange and black mingled, red, mouse-coloured, variegated,
straw-coloured, with many other sorts. They remain torpid in winter, and
are usually most active in the evening and early morning. Gadsby, and
other travellers, tell of the immense numbers of these creatures found in
caves, grottoes, and dark recesses generally, thus explaining the Scripture
prophecy that the people should ‘ cast their idols to the moles and the
bats,” in deep and gloomy caverns where they would be “ out of sight,
and out of mind.” ’

In South America, really dangerous bats are found, blood-sucking,
ferocious creatures, which wound horses, cattle, fowls, and human beings
when asleep. They have been called Vampires, but some who have lived
among them and can speak from experience, declare that the so-called
“ Vampire bat,” though fierce looking. is not the vicious one who inflicts
so much injury upon his unfortunate victims. And it is believed that
another sort called ** Desmodus,” about four inches long in body, and
sixteen inches in expanse of wings, is the real and almost the only
offender in this direction. The wounds inflicted are not deep, but they
bleed long afterwards, and are difficult to heal, so that the animals
attacked suffer much from loss of blood and have even died in man
instances from the inflammation and weakness produced by their attacks.
The reason why it has been difficult to fix the guilt in the real criminal,
is that he is very seldom detected in the act, and even when he is, the
variations in the colour of his fur from reddish brown to grey may easily
cause misconception as to the family to which he really belongs.

And I have been thinking that these nocturnal assailants who love
darkness rather than light, and seize upon sleeping victims, remind us-
of thoSe enemies who are ever ready to * catch us napping,” evil habits
and counsellors, and most of all that “evil one™ who is ever seeking
whom he may weaken and destroy, and who fans the unwary sleeper into
a yet deeper sleep—as the blood-sucking bat is believed to do—that he
may obtain a greater advantage. Happy for us if we are ever seeking
protection of Him who neither slumbers nor sleeps, and are enabled with
true confidence, to say:—

‘“ He will sustain our weakest powers
With His almighty arm,
And watch our most unguarded hours
Against surprising harm.”

To the Israelites, the bat was ‘“unclean,” and according to ancient
ideas was classed with birds (Lev. xi. 19); yet many interesting features
are to be observed in most of those whose habits have been studied, and
a story is told of a red bat who followed a boy who had captured her
young one, and lost her own life in her little one’s defence.

It has also been observed that while some of the fruit-bats travel
thirty or forty miles for food, having to go up and down mountains and
through forests, they unever go beyond their feeding grounds, nor lose
their way in coming back again to their homes. In thosc who frequent

L
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caves and subterrauean places, their delicate sense of fouch enables them
doubtless to find their way, but most of them have good if not large eyes,
and taking them as a whole, the  five senses,” as we call them, are well
devecloped in the race, and concerning them also, we may say that they
shew forth the wisdom of Him who formed them and gave them their
allotted place among the numberless specimens of His handiwork.
= All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord, and Thy saints shall bless
Thee.” Oh, that we may be nwmbered among those who shall, in time
and to eternity, bless His holy name !

GREAT AND PRECIOUS PROMISES.
A few Thoughts on 1st part of 2 Peter,i. 4.

By C. A. FRrRESTON.

I. THE GREAT PROMISER, for the value of the promise depends on
Him who promises.

II. TEE GREAT PROMISES.

1st. The great Promiser is immortal, therefore lives to carry out His
promises. Man may promise, and fully intend to perform, but death
intervenes, and stops him; but death can't touch here. He has
conquered it, and taken away its sting.

Then, He is able, therefore not too great for Him. Some promise
and can't perform, but no power on earth or hell can stop our God from
carrying out His promises.

He is fasthful (Heb. x. 238). “He is faithful that promised.”
Therefore He never disappoints. Some who promise never intend to
fulfil, but when He promises He stakes His name, His honour, His
reputation.

He is omniscient, knows best time. His promises do not come at
random, nor yet in our time. Though we may think the time has
arrived, yet He knows best ; but we may depend upon it that they"never
come too late or too soon, never insufficient or too much, for ¢ As thy
day so shall thy strength be.”

The promises are varied, suited to every case. Whatever the con-
dition of the needy the promises are suitable and available to all those
mentioned in verse 1, “ To them that have obtained like precious faith.”

A FEW OF THE PROMISES.

« T will blot out thy transgressions as a thick cloud.” ¢ Ah,” says
the poor seeker, * that’s just what I want. My transgressions trouble me,
they are ever before me. I look within, I find a heart full of sin, and
desperately wicked ; evil imaginations and desires are there. My nature
is corrupt and dirty. I look without and find my walk crooked, my
conversation worldly, but I feel that I am not as once I was. Now it
causes a groan, a tear, a sigh. It is a burden that seems to crush me.”
Dear secker, this promise is for you, and you may be as dirty and vile
as hell can make you, your sins scarlet and crimson, but through the
precious blood they are made as wool and snow.

% There is a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.”



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 139

“ T will never lenve thee nor forsake thee.” That seems almost too
good to be true. It has cheered many a child on its journey, Earthly
friends leave, forsake, and when trials, difficulties are all around, and
we seem to stand alone, then the promise is sweet. And, my dear friend,
it means all your journey. It means when on the brink of the river.
It means through the swellings of Jordan. It stands good when the
death sweat is on your brow, when the mortal paleness is on the cheek.
It causes the dying eye to brighten. It causes peace on the dying pillow.
It lightens up the dark valley when the promise is whispered home, *1
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

¢ Call upon Me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee.” ¢ Now
Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego, There’s my image, or the furnace;
you can choose which you like.” * Ah,” said they, * we are not careful
to answer thee in this matter., Our God, whom we serve, is able to
deliver us, and He will deliver us.” And so, bound hand and foot, they
are cast into the fiery furnace. But the promise stood good, and they
came ont unharmed, nothing but the bonds being consumed. And so
the child of God, passing through the fiery furnace of affliction, finds the
promise sweet, finds himself brought safely through, and the trouble
which bound him hand and foot has been removed, and the dross con-
sumed, and he then feels the force of what the poet meant when he
wrote :—

“ When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply ;

The flame shall not hurt thee, I only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.”

T will come again and receive you unto Myself.” ¢ What, me ?” says
the child. ¢ I, who have sinned so deeply ; I, who have wandered so
far ; I, a poor despised one ; I, who am so worthless.” Yes, you; for
His blood has cleansed thee. He has sought and found you. He has
made you joint-heir with Himself. You are precious in His sight, and
the visits which He has paid you already are only sips and crumbs by
the way, but by-and-bye He will come and receive you to Himself.
Then your temptations will be overcome, your frials over, your wander-
ings cease, your feurs removed, your happiness secured, your dangers past,
your joy full, your journey accomplished, your expectations realised, your
song sweet, and your sight perfect.

But, my dear friends, you who know nothing of these things, and
are still careless and godless, there are other promises, solemn ones, and
yet equally truoe. I will simply give one.

“The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget
God,” and oh, my dear friends, if you live and die without hope and
without God, that will be your portion, your inheritance, your doom.
May He, by His Holy Spirit, seal home the first bunch of promises.
That the last will not apply to you is the prayer of one who trusts he
has realised something of the sweetness of the former ones. Amen.

_PRAYER.—In prayer, remember that God is wise, kind, gentle, loving, gracious,
rioh, longsuffering, and pray to Him as saoh.

THERE is everything in Jesus Christ to suit you, There is nothing to dis-
courage you. There is nothing in Jesus, in His work, nor Word, against you.
His finished work, His blood and righteousness, is your salvation. His
Word is your warrant for believing.—Samuel Eyles Pierce,



140 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

OBEDIENCE TO CHRIST—THE RESPONSE OF
HIS CHURCH.
A DPaper read at the M.AS.B.C. Annual Meeting,
By Pastor H. J. WILEMAN, ST. ALBAXS,

THE meaning of the word obedience, according to a recently pub-
lished dictionary, is “a dutiful submission to authority or
restraint ; compliance with a command or direction.” The command
may come from a superior, an employer, or a body of persons, such as
a Parliament or assembly ; but in any case, the dutiful person, or the
law abiding citizen, will desire as far as possible to obey ; in fact, some
will take pains, from loving motive, or feeling of absolute right, to
carry out to the letter a command or request. My argument is this,
if such be the case in the realm of business and every-day life, what
should happen in the kingdom of grace, whose subjects profess the
highest love, the most earnest devotion, and the greatest of all obliga-
tions ¢ Our Lord Christ is at the head of this kingdom of grace ; He
it is that has called us to serve Him, saved us to glorify Him, shed
His blood to bring us nigh to His Father and ours, opened heaven
with all its bliss, given us His last will and testament in the Scrip-
tures of Divine Truth., Shall we not, when we think of the amazing
love and wondrous condescension that has done all this, earnestly seelk
to know His commands and lovingly obey ?
¢ Master, speak, and make me ready,
When Thy voice is truly heard,
With obedience glad and steady,
Still to follow every word.

I am listening, Lord, for Thee,

Master, speak, O speak to me.”

This is a point that appeals so powerfully to us, I think. He has
done so much for His Church, He has laid down only loving and com-
paratively easy commands, We have by profession attached ourselves
to Him ; we confess that He is our All. To whom shall He look for
obedience ! to whom but from spirit-taught men and women and
Christ-filled lives! Let the response of the Church unitedly be, “ We
will obey Thy manifesto, for Thou art God,and hast redeemed us from
hell.” May we find our highest pleasurc in obeying our Captain, for
“ His commands are not grievous.” )

Let me now try to show that for a person to yield willing and
ready obedience to the commands of Christ in any way, necessuales @
God-wrought change.

It is fully believed amongst us that man by nature is depraved, he
desires not God, nor His anointed Son; and soon shows, either by a
spirit of rebellion against God, or a reluctance to have anything to do
with Him, that he is far off by nature and sinful actions. This arises
from indwelling sin, and perhaps most of all from pride,‘ w_hlch of
course is sin also. Mercy.-is despised, because no need o:f it is felt;
help is not desired, for no weakness is apparent. In this state, un-
saved, unrepentant, yet dying man, is not only a stranger to God, but
is in a condemned state, for ** He that believeth not, is condemned
already " (Joln iii. 18). You will see plainly that a man thus at
direct enmity to both the commands and the Commander, must pass
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through some great change before he is found a willing and obedient
subject of King Jesus. The change hinted at above is called con-
version—a passing out of darkness into light ; a translation out of the
kingdom of Satan into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. Man cannot
alone find his way from the City of Destruction to the pathway of
eternal day ; he is blind, unregenerate and helpless; but the same
Holy Spirit that moves and influences him, also accompanies him as
his Guide through the gate of Regeneration to the cross of Christ,
gives faith to behold the Sacrifice, and oftentimes on the way wipes
our sorrows dry, by showing us the love and wondrous kindness of
Him who hangs upon the tree for our sins. Jesus thus seen and thug
revealed, becomes the sinner’s hope and resting place. as well as his
comfort, as he looks back to it in times of sorrow and of cloud. For—
¢ Sure never till my latest breath,
Can I forget that look;

He seemed to charge me with His death,
Tho’ not a word He spoke.

A second look He gave, and said—
‘I freely all forgive,
This blood is for thy ransom paid,
I die that thou may’st live.” ”
The persons who have in some measure been so operated upon by God’s
gracious dealings, form the Church of Christ. They may be old or
young ; they may, and do, belong to other denominations besides our
own ; but to these persons alone we must look for the earnest effort
to obey the commands of Christ, and to render acceptable Christian
obedience.

Let us next seek to find some of the commands given us to obey.
We often fancy we hear a sweet voice by the side of Galilee’s lovely
lake, saying, *‘ Follow Me,” and our minds and fancy trace Him, Son
of Man and Son of God, as He puts His feet down upon many of the
thorny twigs, and presses them down so that my tender feet are not
injured as I follow His steps. Is mine a pathway of temptation ?
So was His. And ‘‘In that He Himself hath suffered being tempted,
He is able to succour them that are tempted.” Is mine a path of
sorrow ! So was my Lord’s. ‘‘Behold, and see if there be any sorrow
like unto My sorrow ?” Is mine a maze of trial ? My Lord’s was,
too. ¢ Consider Him that endured such contradiction of sinners
against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” In all
the varied pathways of spiritual life and experience our Lord-has gone
before us. But see Him upon the banks of the Jordan; He beckons
us still to follow,and says, * Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteous-
ness.” Surely, if my Lord had intended to be a strong supporter of
infant sprinkling He would not have waited until He was thirty years
of age before being baptized. His mother, methinks, would have made
an effort to have obtained a small bottle of holy water from the Jordan
and have got some learned Pharisee to sprinkle His beautiful brow,
before it was marred with the sin and taunts of men, if spunkhnfy
would have set forth His immersion in sorrow and suffering. Beloved,
let us remember we are duried with Him in baptism ; let there be no
wriggling or twisting ; if you are the least inclined to fidele, the devil
will soon find you an instrument !

Again, the loving Master says, ¢ Watch and pray,” and He makes
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this observation because He knows there will be great need for it.
The leader or captain of an invading army will, if he be a gracious man,
pray about his work ; but what should we think of him if he did not
watch for the enemy also? There is great need to watch and pray in
this age of ours ! “ Many false prophets shall arise ;” ¢ Perilous times
shall come ;" “ Some shall depart from the faith ;” “ The love of many
shall wax cold.” These are warning notes ; may their solemn sound
arouse us,

What is the great dominant idea in the mind as we prepare for
the house of God ? In many, many cases, it is, ‘ Who is preaching
to-day ? ” instead of ¢ Let us go and worship the Lord.” This is a
danger on our own doorsteps. In other places, darkness prevails to an
alarming extent, threatening to eclipse the pure light of Truth. Men
are intoxicated with learning, entranced in the study of the science of’
speculative guesswork / Room is found for ritual, forms aud ceremonies,
room for curtains, crosses, altars, and candles; but none for Christ
and His Gospel. What is our position here? To watch against this.
and other evilsin our own Churches, not that we shall yet have the
candles and the crosses; but, the danger is here —many of our own
people never think that the hymn, the reading of the Word, and
prayer is an essential part of the solemn worship of God in His house,
but that it is only a minor prelude to the sermon, which is alone grabbed
at, criticised, forgotten! As His Church, may we * Watch and pray.”

Tender and true were the Master's loving words at all times to His
faithful ones ; but, how must they have sounded when He had passed
through the grave, and His face was radiated with resurrection glory?
“ Never man spake like this Man,” was a verdict given some time-
before, words fell from those sweet lips that had tasted the bitter
cup of wrath and sin for His Church. But ‘“‘ now is Christ risen,” and
says, “Go ve into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every
creature.” Surely Christ’s Church shall respond here, and say, Lord,
here am 1,” and arise to do its part of the great work. Let us have,
by preference, one great and grand Missionary Society. Call it the-
“«Strict Baptist United Effort Missionary Society.” And find out, by
God's grace, that both at home and abroad, the great attraction to the
Cross of Christ will rest, not in the length of our coat of black, the-
spotless whiteness of our linen, the flowery eloquence of our tongues, or
the timely accentuation of our verbs and adverbs! but in the power of
the Holy Ghost, and a Pentecostal baptism upon our own squls, and
then upon those we preach to. Oh, how we shall pray for this as we
realise our own helplessness, and the solemn work given us to do !
The effect of this prayer and power combined, we believe, will be that
the members of the Church of Christ will search themselves, and ask
individually, “ What wilt Thou have me to do?” and anxiety will be-
felt to obey the commands of Christ the Lord.

But let us not forget our Lord’s new commandment : “ A new com-
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another.” Friends, the thing
that tells most with the outside world is—¢ See how these Christians love
one another!” Our critics will often overlook the fact that we hold
peculiar doctrines if with ardent zeal they see us bearing and for-
bearing, and so fulfilling the law of Christ. I can say honestly, no one
in all the denomination has more deprecated and mourned over the
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bitterness that has at times come hetween hosom friends and brothers
than T have. War is bad enough ; but a holy war is awful | Love i«
of God. He that loveth is born of God. T do pray that these meetings
here to-day will have the effect of bringing us nearer to each other, and
to our loving Christ. What great love was His. His humiliation,
His temptation, His agony in the garden, His dying cry upon the
Cross, all testify of His love. He pleased not Himself; He bore much
for His Church. Shall we not bear with each other, and so follow
His steps? Listen! He says, “If ye love Me, keep My command-
ments; ”’ and “ He that hath My commandments and keepeth them,
he it is that loveth Me” (John xiv.). And in the next chapter He
plainly puts it in the form of a command : “ These things I command
you, that ye love one another.” ¢ By this shall all men know that ye
are My disciples, if ye love one another.”

Perhaps the greatest incentive of all for the Church of Christ to
render obedience is Christ’s own great example, together with His own
love shed abroad in our hearts. “ I have kept My Father's command-
ments, and abide in His love ” (John xv. 10). ¢ He became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross™ (Phil. ii. 8). What is the
sacrifice we are called upon to make compared with what He went
through? Itis true He asks us to deny ourselves, to take up our daily
cross, to work, to watch, to pray; but He has filled the pathway of
His happy service with the promise of His love and presence, and
crowned the end with the bright reality of eternal life with Himself.
Truly also, in keeping His commandments there is great reward, for
He says He will, with His Father, come to the man that keeps His
words, and together make their abode with him.

Men and brethren, children of the living God, Church of Christ,
Arise ! shake off the gathered dust of apathy and carelessness, Look
around and see the hells of drink and dens of crime ; infidelity in our
young, contempt or agnosticism in the aged. See the fiend of Rome
coupled with her best friend—Ritualism—Ilinked together in a mighty
struggle to gain our dear ones! All hands on deck, please! The
good ship “Protestantism”™ is in danger, and a thousand rocks
threaten the destruction of our great and glorious privileges. Who
shall guide the vessel and manage her in the storm? By combined
and gracious efforts the members of the Church of Christ, realising her
duty and her power in the Lord, shall help on all good works and
noble effort. Knowing the Lord’s will, she shall do it, and so render
Christian obedience as the Response of His Church.

QUESTIONS OF THE BIBLE.
(Continued from page 78).
VI.—“ WrHERE ArE THE NIXE ?" (Luke xvii. 17).

HERE always seems to be a touch of sorrow and of grief about this
healing of the ten lepers. They all were sensible of their condition ;
they: knew they were unclean lepers ; they all knew that Jesus had the
will and the power to heal them ; they all approached Him in the
proper way, standing afar off and crying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy
upon ug ! " Further, they all had faith, and it showed itself in their
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implicit obedieuce, for they went at the Lord’s command ; but then there
comes the difference —one returned to give thanks.

*“ Where are the nine ?” seems to have been wrung from the gentle
leart of Jesus. Ah! where were they ?  Cleansed, I suppose, they were ;
we do not read that leprosy came npon them again, aye, they took the
Liord’s blessing and went about their own business and pleasure, and
forgot the good Physician, who had lovingly healed them.

Now, notice, the stranger who returned never went to the priest.
*“ As they went, they were cleansed.” Immediately, he turned back to
praise God with a loud voice. He thought no more about the priest,
his whole desire was Jesus, to fall at His feet and give Him thanks,
because He had wrought such a wonder for his poor body. What a
picture this is of a poor sinner! We are all tainted with the loathsome
leprosy of sin ; some more, some less, according to the circumstances of
home-training or of environments or position, but “ we all have sinned
and come short of the glory of God.” Like these ten lepers, we are
loathsome spectacles in God's most holy sight. Unfortunately, some of
us do not know it. Some of us think we are all right, as we wrap around
ourselves our miserable tatters of self-righteousness, and we don’t know
that we are full of sores and hideous deformities altogether. May God
grant to us to be humbled to know this fact! Like the lepers, the
sinner, conscious of his state, sees Christ afar off as they did. But he sees
in the Son of God two things: power and willingness to cleanse. He
hears that sweet voice saying, “ Come unto Me, all ye that labonr and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” ¢ Jesus Christ came to seek
and to save that which was lost.” ¢ Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” and he reads, “ The blood of Jesus
Christ cleanses from all sin,” and “ Him that cometh unto Me, I will in
no wise cast out.” But Jesus says, “ Go, show yourselves to the law ”
(for that we may take the priest to mean). But the poor weary sinner
never gets there, and. if he did, it would make him hopeless, for the law
will surely condemn him and drive him to despair. But he doesn’t get
there. He finds the blood of Jesus sufficient for all his needs, and his
one desire is to get back to that blessed One and adore Him.

See, this one who returned received the blessing-—.for none ever came
to Christ yet who did not get a blessing. * Thy faith hath made thee
whole.” But was not he whole already ? Was not he healed as he
went along ? Yes, as regards the leprosy of his body. I fancy this
must have been the setting free of his soul from the thraldom of sin ;
the cleansing of the soul’s leprosy ; the reconciliation with God.

God’s plan of salvation works ont to-day, as it did then. He does
not draw the multitade, but He picks out one here and one there, to
be saved and to return to give Him thanks. There is no gratitnde
where there is no love ; and this man was grateful because he loved.
“ He, to whom much is forgiven, loveth much.” Notice, too, the
reverence of his love, and see where it put 'him. ¢ He fell on his face
at His feet.” Happy position ! Emptied of self, washed in His blood,
clothed in His righteousness, singing His praises, sitting at His feet,
hearing His gracious words, and ready to do His bidding: what
position could be better 7 Are we going to envy the world of its empty
honours from here 7 1 think not. ‘ ,

But, fellow-Christians, I would especially speak to you, Onr Master’s
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words ring in our ears sometimes, ¢ Where are the nine?” Have you
ever grieved His loving heart by unthankfalness! T once heard a
dear pastor say, “ When you come before the Lord’s footstool, don’t
forget to bring your receipts and to present them.” If you have not got
it, cultivate the Christian grace of thankfalness, and if, by His grace,
you have it, cultivate it to a large extent. Bear in mind Phil. iv. 6, By
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving.” Why, do you know ? to
come right down to naked facts, you've got to thank Him for every-
thing (Eph. v. 20), ¢ Giving thanks for all things,” because He gives all
things, and without Him you have nothing. Oh! I can’t anderstand
grumbling Christians, but I'm thankful the Lord can. He does not
want His people to be miserable. He makes them happy ; He gives
them just what’s best, and He gives them faith to see that it is best.
Don’t grumble, dear friends, don’t murmur, but think of all the things
for which you have to thank Him.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK,

By M. A. J.
*“When it pleased God . . . to reveal His Son in me.”—Gal. i.15, 16.

ONE of the most prominent doctrines of the New Testament is that of the
new birth. Thetime, manoer and means are all arranged according
to the *“ good pleasure ” of the Divine will. I have neither power nor
control in producing the new birth any more than I had in my natural
birth into this world. This assertion may astonish some, but those
acquainted with the WoRD, will readily admit the accuracy of this state-
ment ; that it fully accords with the teaching of our Lord and His apostles.
Hence the modern idea of giving the heart to God is misleading, erroneous,
and contrary to Divine revelation. Offering Christ is a misconception
of His Divinity, Authority, and Omnmipotence. To represent the all-
powerful Lord asstanding, knocking, waiting, and begging for admission
nto a poor  creature’s heart is diametrically the opposite of apostolic
teaching ; and whoever attempts this dishonouring mode of procedure
are “ blind leaders of the blind ;" for such teaching is contrary to all
true Christian experience.
There are two or three aspects of conversion suggested by the words
referred to at the head of this paper, which I am anxious to place before
my readers. I shall proceed to state that

CONVERSION IS A REVELATION.

The objects of conversion are separated from their birth for this gracious
purpose, and in God’s own time they are brought under the power and
influence of the Spirit and Word of God. The great question we have
to consider just now is, What is the first act performed in this wonderful
experience ? Some may answer conviction ; to this I take exception. If
conversion be a revelation, which undoubtedly it is, then I say that the
first thing revealed to the mind is LIGHT. Asin creation so in grace,
the first great act of God is to give light. In the dark chaos of the
human heart the essential thing needed is light. It is by the light of
Divine truth a man discovers his lost and ruined condition, by it he
discovers the total depravity of his nature, the awfulness of his guilt,
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and the utter unworthiness of himself before God. By the light shining
into his heart he discovers the condemnation in which he stands before
the holy law of God, and no possible means of escape from the penalty
that law demands. By the light which enters his soul he discovers his.
great need of salvation—Dy no other means can this be fully revealed.
Allthe preaching, praying, Bible-reading cannot open blind eyes nov soften
hard hearts. (These may be used instrumentally.) It was the ¢ bright
light  that arrested Saul of Tarsus. It is by the Divine light that we
are brought to “ behold the Lamb of God,” as the sin-bearer. By means
of the light imparted by the Holy Spirit we are led into pardon, peace
and joy of salvation ; I mean the true knowledge of Jesus Christ which
is revealed by the Spirit, who is the revealer of the mysteries of the
kingdom of God. Without this Divine revelation there can be no true,
saving conversion in the Biblesense. Hence penitent forms, ante-rooms,
and all human innovations are inadequate to regenerate one soul. The
actual conversion, 7.e., the new birth, must be effected now as in the
past, exclusively by the Spirit of God.

“ The sinner is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made him so.”

CORVERSION IS A RESURRECTION.

Man in his natural state is said to be dead. (Eph. ii.). Inhis new state
he is said to be gquickened, i.c., risen in Christ. The chief point under
consideration is whether conversion is a resurrection or not. If man
be dead in sin, it must certainly mean that he has no spiritual life,
power or energy. Hence he is destitute of desire, will and hope.
Spiritually dead means ignorance of God, Christ, salvation ; he is dead
to all the comforts of the Gospel and its glorious doctrines. When the
Spirit comes to such bringing the light of which we have spoken, that
light brings life. The sinner begins to feel the throbbing of a power
which hitherto had been dormant. The sign of life expresses itself in a
cry for mercy. He is risen from the dead, and hence conversion is a
resurrection. Here I would observe that conversion is often spoken of
as to lead us to conclude that it is only a resuscifation. This word
exactly describes conversion as set forth by some teachers by which they
mean a reviving from a state of apparent death. Such teachers do not
believe that man is spiritually dead. They make man out to be agrand
intellectual being, capable of glorious possibilities. In natural things
we also believe this. To be resuscitated only means the possibility of
lapsing into the old condition. This doctrine I cannot entertain. Con-
version according to the Scriptures is a resurrection, and the distinguish-
ing feature of resurrection is that ¢ he dieth no more.” Once born
again, spiritually quickened into life, we cannot die again. In other
words, we cannot return to what we once were. We may fall in the
way but not owf of the way ; we must hold on our way. The good work
grace begins shall be consummated with eternal glory. ¢ Once in Christ
in Him for ever,” for no power can separate us from His love—

“ Did Jesus once upon me shine,
Then Jesus is for ever mine.”

CONVERSION IS AN EXALTATION.

The converted are blessed with all spiritual blessings in Christ, and
filled out of His fulness; baptised with the Spirit, are a temple of the
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Spirit, and a habitation of (fod. Besides these incomparable privileges
and blessings, they are members of the honsehold of (rod, fellow-citizens
with the saints, This is much, very wmuch. Yet, as I think of the
Divinely inspired words of the Bible, I am led on step by step. Here
is one beautiful description of the saints’ present exaltation. *To ag
many as received Him, to them gave He power (anthority) to become
the sons of God.” “ Beloved, nou are we the sons of (rod.” Think of this
for a moment—* sons of God.” Admire that covenant grace that takes
us from our low estate and puts us among the children. What an
exalted position, a child, a son of God-—can any closer relation exist ?
Impossible! We cannot conceive of a more exalted position. We are
sons, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. The glory, the
dignity, and honour of the Elder Brother will be shared, so that we
who are sons might hehold His glory. So prayed the glorious Redeemer,
But then, ¢ it doth not yet appear what we shall be.”” There are heights we
cannot reach, and glories of which the one half have never been told to
be conferred upon the sons of God. When we reach the highest state of
exaltation, the perfect likeness to our Lord, who is the express image of
the Father, this is the great thought, purpose, and end of God in
redemption. Hence the last message the song of God receive on earth
is, “Come up higher.” The first word as they enter the pearly gates
is, “ Come, ye blessed of My Father.” The first sight, I shall * behold
the King in His beauty.”” Thus conversion is a revelation, resurrection,
and exaltation.

SETTLEMENT OF MR. J. E. FLEGG AS PASTOR AT
CHATHAM ROAD.

ON Easter Sunday and Monday the ser- In the evening the pastor again

vices in connection with the settlement
of pastor J. E. Flegg, and in commemo-
ration of the fourth anniversary of the
opening of the chapel at Chatham-road,
Wandsworth Common, were the occa-
pions of such gatherings as had not
before been brought within the walls
of that sanctuary; and expressions of
hearty enjoyment of Christian fellow-
ship were made by all whom the writer
approached upon the subject.

On Sunday the pastor presided over a
prayer-meeting, held before the morning
gervice, and they that waited upon the
Lord pleaded earnestly for His blessing
upon the services. After the meeting
it was felt that—

“ He who hath helped us hitherto,

Will help us all our journey through.”

At 11 a.m. the pastor preached an
excellent discourse, taking as his sub-
ject ““ An appeal for prayer,” and basing
his remarks upon Rom. xv. 30. The
subject was dealt with under the
following heads :—

1, Define the minister’s position.

2, Draw attention to two important
matters by way of argument.

3. Deolaration as to united effort in
Christian service,

4, Desire for interest in the prayers
‘God’s saints.

preached, taking as his text Gal. i.
15, 16. The sermon told the story of
his preservation before he knew God,
gf his call by grace, and to the minis-
ry.

On Monday, the ordinary seating ac-
commodation, and the supplementary
rout seats were fully utilized, and a sea
of expectant faces greeted the speakers.
Amongst the audience were deacons
and friends from the Churches at Wood
Green, Lillie-road (Fulham), Courland-
grove, Meyrick-road, Bedford - road,
Carmel (Pimlico), Mount Zion (Hill-
street), Richmond, West Ham, Should-
ham-street, Bexley Heath, West-hill, etc.
Mr. 8. Frost, who presided, read 1 Cor. ii.;
and Mr, Flegg (the venerable father of
the pastor) sweetly pleaded at the
throne of grace for his son, for the
Church, and for pastors and people
generally. Mr. Frost said he regretted
to have to act as chairman, as Mr.
Harold Cooper, who was to have acted
in that capacity, was absent through
illness. A letter was read from Mr.
Cooper, expressing regret at having to
relinquish his engagement. and good
wishes for very happy meetings. En-
ologed was a subscription towards the
oolleotion. The chairman then called
upon brother Clark to relate
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THE LORD'S LEADINGS IN THE
CHOICE OF BROTHER FLEGG.
He said :—

DEAR MR. CHAIRNAN, beloved Brethren
in the Minstry, and Friends and Members
of other Chnrches,—

Firstly, We must say the Chnreh here had
extended a unanimons invite to our young
brother, J. W. Homphreys (now of West
Ham-lane), who accepted our invite, and, to
all appearances, was the man, fitted by
grace and gifts of no mean order, to be very
useful in our midst. But the Church at
West Ham-lane having 76 members, and
Chatham-road only nine members, and the
Lord giving testimony to the word of His
grace spoken by him at West Ham by signs
tollowing, to ms. as a Chureh, it appeared
the Lord had an important work for him
elsewhere. This led the Church here to
give our young brother a free hand, re-
leasing him, if he felt a special call to
labour in that district, and results have
abundantly justified the steps then taken.

This may be called, we snppose, a weddin
day. We have heard much of chil
marriage. Well, the child to be married
to-day is, we think, of age to choose for
itself. Although the Church is bnt three
vears and nine months old, from nine our
membership has increased to 38.

We RQave not been married before, so we
shall have nothing to say about our former
husband. or pastor, neither at this time, nor
after the marriage.

Giving up our brother referred to, we
thonght that the Lord would, in His own
time, send us a pastor; but at times our
faith has been sorely tried, as we saw one
after avother who have ministered to us
receive invites and accept pastorates. But
the Lord knows how to put to blush our
unbelief.

We heard that our brother J. E. Flegg was
leaving Wood Green at the end of 1897, and
we wrote our brother, asking him if he
would preach the Gospel for us. We had a
favourable reply on October 2nd, 1897, and
eurs was the first cause our brother came to
after leaving Wood Green. Our brother
was known to us before by his work at Lillie-
road, Faolham. At the appointed time our
brother came to preach—early in June, 1898,
The officers here were looking to the Lord
to send a pastor, for it was with us a felt
need ; 50 we were looking forward to our
brother's coming with some strange feelings,
somewhat like the eldest servant of
Abraham you have an account of in
Gen. xxiv.

One of our beloved brethren said before I
had seen him, or heard him, “Bomething
seemed to say this man is to be our
pastor;” and, looking back, it appears
strange, but true.

Our brother came, and preached the
Word in such a way that made a lasting
impression, and he has a warm place in our
hearts; aud from that time the conviction
has deepened that he is the kind of pastor
we need. The brother before refcrred to,
knowing and feeling the great importance
and need of a pastor, talked matters over
{freely with brother Flegg in reference to
this place, and asked him what he thought
of Chatham-road, the people, and circum-
stances generally—we were not free from
debt, but hoped that we should be at the
end of 1338, Our brother Flege was willing
to wait.

This brother was deeply impressed with
two things brother Flegg gaid :

“ First, Here I am, brother, only wishing to
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do my Master's will; looking and praying

to be rightly dirccted, and be used b

Him when and where He pleases. Second,

He hoped the Lord would open up o way

whereby he could be wholly engaged in

His service, and that he was quite pre-

pared to make a sacriflce, as he loved the

work and longed to spend his whole
strength in serving Him,"

Encouraged by the foregoing, the question
of stipend was asked: the answer was
moderation itself. The debt heing now
entirely removed, our pastor will receive
somewhat more for his services. The whole
cost of bnilding and ground, pointing,
painting, and law costs, being £1.115—a31
paid in four years. We give thanks to our
covenant God, and take conrage.

We were the first to speak to our brother
about the pastorate—that was in February,
1898,—and future engagements were entered
into with him to the end of the year 1898.
The brethren in office, after thinking and
talking over the matter, resolved to_ bring
the same before the Church ; and on”March
28th, 1898, ways and means being considered,
the members were asked to pray over it,
and make a point of attending when our
brother preached ; and at a special Church
meeting, held on October 12th, 1898, our
brother Flegg was unanimously elected the
pastor of this Chnrch, and that he enter
upon the duties, if he accept the call, as
soon as possible in the year 1899. A letter
was sent to our brother of what had taken
place (we here make reference to some
part thereof). * We promise yon our hearty
co-operation, and will do all we can to
strengthen your hands.”

But by this-time you may be sure there
were other Churches seeking our brother's
services ; time had gone on, and some of us
had broken down, and had had to seek rest
and change, and the matter was left in
abeyance 8o long.

The renly to our letter wa3:—

“I find it exceedingly hard to come to a
decision. I cannotget that word from the
Lord which I need to direct me; but I
wait on Him continually, and long for His
answer.”

Now ensued coastant praver at the mercy-
seat. Well do we remember our pleading,
that if our gracious Lord had chosen another
sphere for him, whero more glory should
redound to His holy name, and our brother
have a larger sphere of labour than here,
that He would give us grace to say, " Thy
will be done.” We were at rest after such
pleadings, knowing that He hath done all
things well, and that He will do His
pleasure. i

At the Association prayer-mesting held
here our brother Dadswell made o romark
that neverleft us: “I believe the Lord has
a pastor for you here—yes, I feel sure He
has” 80 our brother is a true prophet.
Our brother Cooper, who was to have been
in the chair to-day, said (referring to our
pastor), “ That’s the man for you.” e said
that was our mind, and that we had said so
much to him; and we said, " Will you
repeat what you said to hrother Flegg?

On October 24th, 1898, we wrote our
brother Flegg another letter from the
Church ; and having, as we thought, a word
givel to us from the Lord, we concluded
our letter with it—" Certainly I will be with
thee.” Btrange to say those words we now
! find were iu our brother's letter in the early

part of the year, when he accepted. the

engagement to serve us during 1898.

On. October 29th, the letter was sent by

’our brother to the Church nccepting the
pastorate, and written in such a way as our
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pastor knows how, We have in our midst
some who are waiting to join the Church
whon we are, as the term is, settled with a
pastor (and we hope it will be & long, long
settlement, indeed),

We [eel sure you are all glad the debt is
removed. And we do, a3 o, Church, most
heartily thank those brethren who have
preached the Word here so aceeptably.
ot us now say, " God bless the union with
the rich benedictions of heaven.” But we
w sh ever to remember that ull spiritnal
power is the work of the Holy Spirit. We
want to look to Him to quicken and bless,
knowing that the best organizations, and
the most earnest efforts, must result in
failure without His empowering presence
and blessing. *“Not by might, nor by
pHower. but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of

osts.”

Brother Flegg was then requested to

state his reasons for accepting the
pastorate of the Church. After refer-
ring to the pleasure it gave him to see
the deacons, and so many friends from
Wood Green. [We are compelled to
leave over this statement till our next ,
issue. ]

Brother Sears followed, and after
expressing his pleasure at being present
and his love for the pastor, gave an
interesting address from 1 Tim. iii. 15,
stating the Church was not a material
structure, not composed of anybodyand
everybody, but an assembly specially !
called together by God. The Church is
both conservative and aggressive, and
he urged every member to support the
‘Church and every institution connected !
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with it. Stinginess, he remarked, was
worse than influenza.

Me. Box referred to his long acquaint-
ance with the pastor, and knew him as
one faithful to hisconvictions. He gave
an instroctive address as to the pastor’s
work,

Mcr. Thomas was delighted to be pre-
gsent, having known the pastor from
boyhood, and never knew anything
wrong about him (though, of course, he
was not perfect), and then spoke as to
the mission of the Church to seek out
those who were around, and urged the
friends to see there were no divisions
among them.

Brief, interesting addresses were then
delivered by brother Dadswell and the
pastor’s brother, Mr. E. W. Flegg.

About 240 then took tea together.

In the evening our esteemed brother
Kern preached to a crowded congrega-
tion from Rom. viii. 31, “ If God be for
ug, who can be against us?”’

Our brother Frost thanked the friends
from gsister Churches for attending in
such large numbers, and two days of
solid pleasure were brought to a close
with prayer by the pastor and the sing-
ing of the doxology.

pecial hymns were heartily sung
under the able leadership of Mr. W.C,
Baxter.

The total collections amounted to
over £21.

H. JoNESs.

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE,

METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES.
MINISTERS' AND WiIpows' FUND.

THE first annual meeting was held at
Keppel-street, on Tuesday, April 18th.
Pastor H. T, Chilvers, preached a very
able sermon from Acts xvi. 17, ‘“The
servantd of the Most High God.”
divided his text into three heads, “The
Wonderful Title,” ‘The Most High
God;” " The Master’s Servants; ‘' Their
Mission,” to show the way of salva-
tion. Our brother brought out some
sweet things, pointing out that God’s
power is kmown in creation, in His
eternity, sovereignty, providence and
grace. The servants were men and had
the needs of men, that they were
stewards of the mysteries of God, stand-
ing between the living and the dead,
crying, ‘“Repent ye,” then opened up
the minister's need and spoke well for
the fund, It ought to be printed.

The evening meeting commenced at
6.30, our beloved president, W. Abbott,
Esqy., in the chair. Brother I. R.
Whakelin engaged in prayer, after which |
our chairman gave oneof hisquiet, able |

212, 13, and
“tribution of gifts to those whose life

-

addresses,and then called upon the hon.
gec., G. W. Thomas, to give his report.
He stated that there was now in the
hands of the treasurer, £136 1s. 24d..
spoke of the commencement of the fund.
and urged all pastors of our Churches
to interest themselves in the matter, He
was not satisfied with the fund as it
stood, and hoped soon to see another
rule added, which would enable the
trustees to fix a definite su.n of money
as an annuity, which would be the right
of all when disabled, and also for
ministers’ widows. In order todothis, it
would be necessary to form a reserve
fund, also to ascertain the amount of
the average annual income.

Brother Box then addressed the meet-
ing, from the words, “In necessities
oft,” speaking of the day of small
things, the self-sacrifice of Strict Baptist
pastors, and while the ‘'Lord would
provide,” He invariably used human
means.

. Brother Beecher followed, 2 Cor. ix.
urged for a liberal dis-

work is ty exalt Jesus.
Brother Mitchell told us “not to be
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weary in well-doing.” and advised us to
keep “ pegging away.”

Brother Sears acknowledged that the
fund was wanted, and while there
needed alterations in the constitution,
wished it puccess. All the speeches were
to the C{)oint. and opened up the inner
life and trial and need of the minister.
Mr. Fromow proposed a vote of thanks
to the pastor and friends at Keppel-
street for their kindness. Mr. G. W.
Thomas seconded. Pastor H.T. Chilvers
having responded, a good meeting was
closed with the doxology.

STREATHAM,—Qur special spring
meeting was held March 2Ist, under
rather unfavourable weather ; the snow
fell thickly, which prevented some of
our friends from being with us. there-
fore our attendance wae not so good as
usual. Mr. J. W. Styles, preached in the
afternoon, from Psa. x1viii.9. The sermon
was full of Gospel marrow and fatness,
the divine Spirit making the things
spoken profitable and blessed to the
hearers. Tea was served to about forty,
and the evening service was presided
over by our friend, Mr. W. P. Goodley,
and good Gospel addresses weredelivered
by brethren C. Cornwell, E. Beecher, H.
Dadswell. and R. Grimwood. After a
vote of thanks to the chairman and
friends present, and the singing of a
good old-fashioned hymn, another happy
meeting was brought to a close. The
collections, including special gifts to
the building fund, amounted to £20 3s.
115d. Surely the Lord has been good to
us.—C. R.

CLAPHAM (COUBLAND-GROVE)., —
The 13th anniversary of the Sunday-
school was held on Tuesday, April 11th.
At 5.30 p.m. about 100 scholars, with a
number of teachersand friends, partook
of a bountiful tea, the school-room being
well filled. At the public meeting, the
chair wag taken by Mr. H. Dadswell,
the esteemed pastor, who gave a few
words of hearty welcome to the parents,
children. and friends present. Esarnest
prayer was offered by Mr. Walter
Fdwards, a teacher, who was one of the
first scholars to be enrolled when the
school was established thirteen years
ago. The report read by the superin-
tendent, Mr. A. Vine, showed that 130
scholars were on the register, anincrease
over any former year. During the past
year new school premises had been pro-
vided and entirely paid for. The
financial position was very satisfactory,
a good and healthy tone, with excellent
conduct, being a epecial feature of the
school. The Scripture Reading Union
numbered 70 members, and the Bible-
classes for young men and young
women were well attended. More help
was badly needed in the school, the
office of mecretary offering a good post
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for an energetic person anxious for
service in the Lord's vineyard. Durin

the year the superintendent's healt‘.E
had been a source of much anxiety,
owing to a partial breakdown in the
early part of the summer, but he is now
somewhat restored. Exocellent addresses
were delivered by Messrs, John Bush
(Kingston-on-Thames), J. E. Flegg
(Wandsworth Common), and F. T,
Newman (Clapham Junction). A
number of scholars reoited suitable
pieces. “The Children's Prayer,” was
specially well rendered by Edith M.
Vine, oneof the scholars. Special hymns
were sung during the evening, and the
children on leaving were each presented
with a bag containing a bun and an
orange, The chapel was filled, and alto-
gether a happy anniversary was spent,

ILFORD (EBENEZER),—The opening
of a new Sunday-school was gladly cele-
brated in March last. On the 9th, a
well-attended public meeting was heid,
the pastor (8. J. Taylor), presiding.
Brethren E. Marsh, I. R. Wakelin, W,
F. Waller, and G. S. Faunch (the super-
intendent), encouraged us much by their
presence, sympathy, words and other
help. rother W, G. Faunch (the
treasurer), prayed. On the 12th, two
sermons were preached by the pastor,
from Exod. xii. 26, 27, and in the after-
noon the school was hopefully com-
menced with twelve scholars and five
teachers, Since then the scholars have
increased to twenty-five (including the
pastor’s Bible-class for young men and
women of seven). Collections at the
services munificently realised £4 51, 04.
to begin the school funds, The ‘‘ word
from the Lord "’ given us to begin, and
confirmed since to us more than once,
was: “The love of Christ con~
straineth us.” May it even be 80, desires
—SAMUEL J. TAYLOR.

ALL THY WAVES AND THY BILLOWS
ARE GONE OVER ME,

GOD'S waves: ah! yes, not man’s;
How sweet the thought to me;

On this my faith can irmly stand,
Since all is known to Thee.

God’s billows, sent in love,
To make my soul aspire,

To draw my thoughts to things above,
And my ambitions higher.

God’s waves have o'er me gone,
Yet still I bless His name ;

For in them all His love hath shone,
And He has been the same.

God rends these waves to try
The weaklings of His flock ;

And all these billows make us fly
To Him whom we forgot.

So. Saviour, grant me grace,
Ever to trust Thy Word ;

To bring to Thee my every case,
And praise my Triune God.

EDITII COTTRELL,
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Bood  HMridap and Easter
Serbices.

BRADFIELD-ST.-GEORGE.

Our services on Good Friday filled all
our hearts with praiseard thanksgiving
to God, and we do give unto our God
glory and strength, and ascribe unto
Him the glory due unto His name, and
praise Him ten thousand times, for His
peonle are willing in the day of His
power. The object of these services
was to baptize four beloved friends in
the name of the Lord Jesus—husband
and wife, another sister, and a brother
who came from London to Bradfield to
confess the Lord in his native village.
He went away from Bradfield twelve
years ago, walked to London penniless,
friendless, and homeless, He knelt
down in his cottage in the darkness of
the night, and cried to God for mercy.
He had broken the laws of his country,
the authorities were after him, and on
his hands and knees he crept out of the
house and reached the road, and walked
to London. His testimony to the great
fact that God heard that prayer, and
went in His providence before him and
around him, blessed him in His grace;
and before a large congregation (many
of whom had known him in his sinful
life) he witnessed a good confession,
and with the greatest feelings of joy I
baptised him, and the three other dear
friends, at the close of the evening
service. Mr. G. Cobb preached in the
afternoon a very appropriate sermon
from Acts xv. 3—the joy the conversion
of sinners gives to the Church. “And
they caused great joy to all the
brethren;” and I am sure it did to us.
Over 100 were present to tea. Spiritual
addresses were given by brethren con-
nected with us, including our brother
from London. There was not a heart in
the chapel that night that was not
moved by the power of the service.
The Lord was with us again, and once
more we say, “Praise the Lord;”
“Glory ye in His holy name;"” for we
feel like singing all the time.—W.
DIXON,

BROCKLEY, BURY-ST,-EDMUNDS,

Services of a si)ecia.lly interesting
charaoter were held on Good Friday,
March 31st. In the afternoon our dear
brother, pastor John Bage, of Stoke
Ash, delivered an able discourse from
Luke xv. 7—10; and in the evening
a powerful and most impressive
lecture was given by Mr., Bage, the
subject being “The recent growth of
Romanism. What accounts for it?”
After quoting the opinions of leading
men of the day, and giving many
startling statistios, proving with un-
deniable clearness what terrible hold
Romanism,and its twin sister Ritualism
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has obtained over England during the
past few years, the speaker accounted
for this lamentable condition of our
once Protestant land as follows :—First,
The Book of Common Prayer, giving
support as it does to Rome's deadliest
errore, including that of confession and
priestiy absolution, and on this point
the lecturer solemnly warned the
parents present as to what their
children might hear in the High
Church Confessional. (uestions too
vile for him to repeat would be asked
of tender little ones, thereby initiating
them into vice they might otherwise
be unacquainted with. Secondly, The
weak-kneed laxity, the turning aside
to fables and false charity of the
Nonconformists of to-day, had surely
resulted in this terrible spread of
Romanizing errors, In conclusion, the
speaker eloquently appealed to his
hearers to hold to the one true faith of
the Gospel, to make the Holy Scriptures
their only standard of right and wrong,
and to reject everything they did not
find written there. The chapel was
well filled, and the unflagging and
deeply interested attention of the
aundience was moust gratifying, and our
heartfelt thanks are due to our brother
for his earnest endeavours in the cause
of Protestant truths.—EDpITH MARSH.

BEDFONT.

The Bedfont Public Hall was the
scene of considerable activity on Easter
Monday, when services of a special
character were held throughout the
day. Friends from Feltham. Hounslow,
Staines, and London were present in
goodly numbers, and expressed their
delight with all they saw, felt. and
heard. The morning meeting at 11
o'clock was presided over by Mr.
Johnston, of Islington, whose first visit
to Bedfont was eatly appreciated.
Addresses were delivered by pastor J.
W. Avis, Mr. J. McKee, and Mr. W.
Sidwell. Mr. H. Angel closed with
prayer. In the afternoon at 3, Mr.
George Flower (hon. sec. L.S.B.M.
Assooiation) appreciably conducted the
service, and delivered an avle address,
subject, “ The Evidences of the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ,” Hymns were
sung, and prayers offered by brethren
Sidwell and Smith. About 100 partook
of tea, arrangements being admirably
carried out by Mrs, McKee, Mrs.
Simmonds, Mrs. Newell, Miss Edith
Pike, and others. Mr. Joseph McKee
took the chair at the evening meeting,
which gommenced at 6.30 with the
hymn, ‘“Blest be the tie that binds.”
Miss Giles, of Feltham, presided at the
organ. Mr. Edgerton read John iii. 1—
22, Mr. J. Holden, and pastor J. W,
Avis engaged in prayer., Addresses
were delivered by Mr, W. J. Collens and
Mr. G. Flower, of London; and after
singing, a hearty vote of thanks to the
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chairman and his devoted wife, with
their co-workere, was proposed by Mr,
Flower, which was heartily accorded.
A brief acknowledgment and prayer
cloged a memorable gay for the Bedfont
Baptists,

CHESHAM.

My DEAR MR. EDITOR,—Amongst the
many reports you receive from the
Churches, a few lines in reference to
the Strict Baptist Church in the town
of Chesham may be acceptable, It is
one of those which has, through many
trials, adherred faithfully to Scripture,
both in doctrine and practice. The
chapel is well-built, and would accom-
modate about 350 persons. Its position
in the town isnot good, but the building
and its approaches are scrupulously
clean. The occasion of our visit was
their pastor’s anniversary, held on
Tuesday, April 4th, We found on
arriving tkat our brother, Mr. J. Bush,
of Kingston, was expected as the
preacher for the afternoon, He was
unavoidably absent; but our brother,
Mr. E. Mitchell, took his place. His
text was Matt. xxviii, 20,* Lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.” There was a gcod
congregation. the presence and power
of the Holy Ghost was experienced, for
while the preacher was evidently at
liberty in speaking, the people were
greatly profited in hearing; and all
praise is due to the Lord, for it was a
time of refreching and encouragement.
The writer can truly say he found it
good to be there. The tea was ably
served ; there was a good staff of lady
helpers ; theee were cheerfully assisted
by a willing band of younger oner, and
the attendance was good so far as
numbers are concerned. At the public
meeting in the evening, our tried and
valued friend Mr. J, Banks presided.
After the usual devotional exercises,
the chairman expresced his pleasure at
being with them once more. He was
glad to be again in the company of
their pastor, and the ministerial
brethren present; he had known their
pastor for some years, and during that
time had always found him sound in
doctrine, Seriptural in practice, con-
gigtent in life, and he was straight.
Another cause for increased pleasure to
him wae the number of young people
present: to these he spoke words of
countel and encouragement, with the
expression of gratitude that some of
them had been constrained by grace to
publicly confess their love to, and faith
in Christ, and closed with the prayerful
deeire that through the same grace
many more might be brought to do the
rame. He would call on their pastor to
address them. The pastor, brother W.
H. Evane, then said: He should first
return his rincere thanks to the
chairman, who had come to serve them,
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though an invalid; also to his minjs-
terial brethren present, and to the
representatives of other Churches in
the town, neighbourhood, and from
London, who had come to encourage
and help them. Asa Church and con-
gregation he had to say that though
not numerioally large, they were, never-
theless, strong ; for they were at peace,
a spirit of union existed, and an in-
creasing, deepening interest was felt in
each other's welfare, and in the pros-
genty of the ocauee. They had been

elped all through the year in every
way in which it was needed, and the
increase in their Church membership
would bear comparison with any Church
in the denomination. During the year
he had been absent from the pulpit
three Lord’s-days— one throngh illness.
Suddenly he had been laid aside—and
from his own point of view he thought
his work was done—and as suddenly
he was restored, in answer to the
earnest prayers of his people ; the other
two Lord’s-days he was absent to regain
his strength. Through God's great
goodness he was now in perfect health,
and a large measnre of strength: but in
the future (if His will) he would have
t0 be more careful than he had been,
his throat was not so strong as in
former years. There were causes of
regret that day: he regretted the
absence of his esteemed brother, friend,
and deacon, Mr, Hawkinr, who, with
his wife, Mrs. Hawkins, and several
other friends, were absent through ill-
nese. In the midst of much that bore
testimony to God’s goodness and real
prosperity he had causes for anxiety:
he should like to see better sohool
accommodation, more care by parents
in reference to the class of literature
read by their children, and a suitable
provision for the ingathering of our
young men on the Lord’s-dayafternoons,
for the study of the Scriptures and
spiritual edification. This was followed
by three excellent addresses from our
brother Wood (of Berkhampstead), and
our widely-known brethren E. Mitchell
and J. Bush. During the evening we
had some truthful hymns from
Denham’s selecticn, sung to good
congregational tunes, and the pastor
of Zion Chapel, Chesham, clored with
earnest prayer for the Divine blessing
to rest on the service, people, and
pastor. Wehave since heard that from
a financial point of view it was a
succese—from the spiritual, we can say
there appeared but one desire: the
glory of God, the progress of His
cause,and the benefit of souls. And may
the future history of this Church of
truth prove that the whole service met
with the Lord’s approbation, ~ Sp
sincerely prays— ONE WHO WAS THERE.

CLAPEAM (COURLAND-GROVE).
Special ervices to commemorate the
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H8th anniversary of the opening were
held on Good Friday, March 3ist. In
the morning Mr, W. Jeyes Btyles (of
Wandsworth) preached to a good con-
gregation an excellent and instructive
sermon, based upon Mal. iii. 6. In the
afternoon Mr. F. C. Holden (of Lime-
house) preached from 1 Pet. i. 12, after
which a good number of friends partook
of tea In the school-room. At the
public' meeting in the eveninf our
-esteemed pastor, Mr. H, Dadswell, pre-
sided, and in a short address gave a
hearty welcome to the good congrega-
tion assembled. Prayer was offered by
Mr, A. Vine; and excellent and reason-
able addresses were delivered by
brethren Beecher, J. E. Flegg, Steele,
and Voysey. Altogether a very happy
and profitable day was spent, pastor,
deacons, and members being much
cheered and encouraged in their work,

CRICKET-HILL, YATELEY.

Members and friends of Zoar held
their annunal spring meeting cn Monday,
April 3rd, when two sermons were
Bren.ched by pastor J. Copeland, of

rovidence Chapel, Reading. It was
the first visit of our brother to Zoar,
but we found it good to be there. In
the afternoon his text was, “I know, O
Lord, that Thy judgments are right,and
that Thou in faithfulness hast affiicted
me. Let, I pray Thee, Thy merciful
kindness be for my comfort, accordin
to Thy word unto Thy servant.” e
were led to consider (I.) the relation-
ship existing between God and His
people, (IL.) God afflicts His people,
(I1L.) that the Psalmist accepts the
aflliction, and (IV.) in all afflictions
seeks Divine comfort. Being such a
lovely day it drew a goodly number
together, about 120 being present at
the tea table, friends from Fleet,
Swallowfield, and Reading swelling our
numbers. We thank them for their
presence amongst us. In the evening
our brother took for his text Rom. iv.
25—27. (L) The character of true
saving grace, (IL) God will certainly
impart faith to the believer. It wasa
grand day, which made us feel that to
‘be possessors of that faith and realising
the same, we could breathe Amen to
what was said. Collections were good.
And s0 passed away another earthly
gathering, one more on earth and one
nearer heaven,—H. J. PARKER.

DovVER (PENTSIDE).

On Good Friday, March 31st, we held
& special tea meeting, when about 70
sat down to well-spread tables, very
nicely prepared and arranged by Mer.
and Mrs. Knott, assisted by the Misses
Dane, Ackhurst, Flask, and Waters.
Ferns, &c., were kindly lent by Miss
Flask and Mr, A. Gatsole. At the
evening meeting our beloved pastor,
Mr,W. A. Dale, presided, and commenced
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by singing, “Kindred in Christ,” Mr.
Scott, senior deacon, led us to the throne
of grace. Then followed addresses hy
Mr. Batchlor, Mr. Fakely, and Mr. T.
Knott, interspersed with anthems by
the choir, under the direction of our
organist, Mr, E. Drary, who, with our
pastor, works hard in the caure of God.
May the Lord bless their efforts, and
incline the hearts of many more to
join us. After a very bleseed time
indeed, and a few words from our
pastor, all joined in singing, “ On
wings of faith,” to the grand old tune
“Inheritance.” The meeting was closed
with praver by the pastor. This being
the first Good Friday tea meeting that
had been held for years, some doubted
whether it would be a success; but
many prayers went up to God that He
would give us a good time, and so He
did, so that all at the close could say,
“The Lord has done great things for
us, whereof we are glad,” from which
we take courage for yet greater showers
of blessing to be poured down upon us
from Him who has said, “Open thy
month wide, and I will fill it.” We do
feel the Lord is blessing us, and thank
Him many times for such a dear pastor
He has sent in our midst. It was a
heart-cheering time, So prays—OSE
Wao FELT IT Goop To BE THERE.

FLEET, HANTS.

The joint anniversary of the pastor
and Church worshipping at ** Ebenezer
was held on Friday, March 31st, Mr. J.
Clark, of Bethnal-green, ministering to
us in the afternoon from Heb, ix. 26,
last clanse, proving therefrom that
Christ’s atonement is the only ground
on which God and the sinner can meet,
Christ's sacrifice—self-sacrifice. He had
a right tolay down His life, which no
creature has, thus proving His Divinity,
sovereignty, faithfulness, condescen-
sion, and love. Truly a refreshing
season, After an enjoyable tea the
evening service took place, Mr. Clark
basing his sermon on Deut. xxxiii. 3,
“All His saints are in Thy hand,”
bringing out therefrom many soul-
sustaining thoughts and heart-cheering
truths, which have left a sweet savour
behind. We were encouraged by the
presence and practical sympathy of
friends from Basingstoke. Farnham,
Yateley, &c¢. We have to thank God for
thus sustaining our efforts as a Church.
in contending earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints, and grant-
ing us so good a meeting financially,
socially,and spiritually.—J. G. L

IPSWICH (ZOAR).

The usual tea and special services
were held on Good Friday. Two
sermons were preached by pastor
T. L. Sapey (of Claxton): in the after-
noon from 1 Pet. iii. 18; and in the
evening from Phil. iii. 10 (last clause).
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Qur brother’s clear and able exposition
of theee precious portions of God’s
Word were much enjoyed by the good
congregations that assembled, and at
ite close the cheerful and happy
expression of eaoh and all seemned to be
that & good day in every sense of the
word had been realised. —H. BALDWIN.

IRTHLINGBORO',

Pleasant and profitable services were
held on Good Friday, when two sermons
were preached by our brother Crook. of
Rushden. A public tea was provided in
the interval. of which a goodly number
partook. You will also be pleased to
learn that on March 26th we again
opened the baptistry, and led two
sisters and one brother through the
water in the Master’s steps. ‘' Bless the
Lord.” May many more follow.

LEICESTER (PROVIDENCE, NEWARKE-
STREET),

On Good Friday the annual tea and
public meeting was held of the Young
People’s Mutual Improvement Associa—
tion in combination with the pastor’s
Bible - class. The school-room was
crowded, Pastor A. E. Realff presided.
The hon. secretary, Mr. J. E, Wesley,
read an encouraging report. the adop-
tion of which was ably moved and
seconded. Other members and friends
also gave interesting addresses. These
wereinterspersed with a choice selection
of .anthems. &c., which were efficiently
rendered by the choir, under the leader-
ship of Mr. H. Banton, Mrs. Banton
being organ accompanist. Several
suitable recitations were also given by
Sunday =cholars. Cordial votes of
thanks to the choir, to the ladies and
their helpers who provided the tea and
refreshmente. and to the pastor,bronght
to its close a very pleasant and profit-
able meeting,

OLD BRENTFORD (NORTH-ROAD).

Our 80th anniversary services were
held on Easter Monday, when pastor E.
Mitchell, of Chadwell-street, delivered
an excellent discouree in the morning
from the words, “ For thy Maker is thy
Husband” (Isa. liv. 5). The congrega-
tion was good. Dinner being partaken
of, after a stroll the friends again
assembled in the chapel for the after-
noon service, which was commenced by
the hearty singing of “ Rock of Ages"”
(tune * Wells”), when pastor E. White,
of ‘“Enon,” Woolwich,* preached a
grand sermon from Song of Solomon
viii. 13,dividing the subject as follows : —
1. The sarred residence, * The Gardens
the church of God’s grace, where His
people are gathered together, separated
from the world. and watched over by
the Lord Himself. II. The Holy Fellow-

*By e singularcoincidence, a former pastor
of *'Enon,” Woolwich (Mr. R. Bowles),
Ereached at the opening services here on

aster Monday. 80 years ago.

|
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ship. We get encouraged by the com-
panions talking one to another on the
way ; we thus share oneanother’atrials,
hopes and fears. IIL. 7%¢ Earnest
Request, the Master speaks, ' Cause Me
to hear it.”” in supplication. in prayer,
in open confession of His name, in
praising Him and extolling His name.
After the afternoon service a large
number sat down to tea in the School-
room. In the evening, pastor W. J.
Styles (Wandsworth), preached from 2
Chron, xx.26, * Berachah,” or the valley
of blessing. The way to heaven is ups
and downs, we have many valleys to
pass on our journey home, among them
being the Valley of Achor (a door of
hope). The valley of decision (or con-
fession) the King'sdale (or commnnion)
the valley of tribulation, the valley 'of
the shadow of death (mourners), the
valley of vision (voices), the valley of
rest (or old age), this stands out of the
way somewhat, and all do not have to
pass it. Last of all the valley of Jordan,
which leads down to the river of death,
but angels sing there and heaven and
home are just beyond. The services of
the day were bronght to a close by all
joining heartily in the singing of the
grand old song, “ All hail the power of
Jesus' name,” so long a favourite at
dear Old Brentford. The collections
amounted to £13 33. 3d. To God be all
the glory.—C. W. L.
PECKHAM (ZION, HEATON-ROAD).

Services of a very encouraging nature
were held here on Easter Monday,
April 3rd. A good number of friends
met together in the afternoon, -and
were favoured to listen to & very
powerful eermon by Mr. H, T. Chilvers
from 1 Cor. ii. 5, “In the power of
God.” Over sixty friends sat down to
tea, and the services were continued in-
the evening. Our brother, Mr. F
Newman, kindly presided, and read Psa.
cxxxii., sweetly commenting upon it i
his remarks, and referring to his con-
nection with the cause twenty years:
ago. Prayer was offered by brother
T. P. Vialls, after which the secretary
(Mr. E, C. Clark) gave a statement
concerning the building fund, which
showed that since there-forming of the
committee, in June, 1898, about £42 had
been raised. We were thus enabled to
reduce the deht by £50 now, leaving it
at £400, and the interest on the debt
had also been met by monthly subsecrip-
tions among the friends. Considering
the low state of the Church, and that
we are without a pastor, we cannot but
think this is encouraging. Addresses fol-
lowed by brethren Chilvers, White, Sears,
and Lynn. All the addresses were much
enjoyed. The collections towards the
reduction of the debt amounted to over
£10. We thank God and take courage,
for He has indeed helped us far more
than we had expected.
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SNODLAND.

Services were held at the new chapel,
Snodland, on Easter Monday, when
brother E. Marsh was helped in a most
gracious manner to preach two ser-
mons, the text in the afterrioon being
John xx. 17, and was led to exalt a
precious Christ, the savour of which
will not soon be forgotten. After the
service, about forty sat down to tea.
The service in the evening commenced
at 6 o'olook, when a goodly number of
friends were present, some from neigh-
bouring causes. Hymn 172 (Denham’s)
was given out by brother Walters, of
Maidstone, which was sung heartily,
and brother Marsh read for a text,
**Sinners shall be converted unto Thee,”
from which he was blessedly helped to
describe who these sinners were, and
who they were to be converted unto,
setting forth Christ to be First and Last
in the sinner’s salvation, thus exalting
Him who is worthy to be exalted as the
sinner’s only Friend. The meeting
closed with prayer. So ended a day not
soon to be erased from our memory. We
as a Church are few in number, so
would heartily thank all who came
over to help us. Manyareremoved from
us, but we pray the Lord to raise up
others to fill their places. We have a
good Sunday-school. Although tried
this way and that, we know thig, “ The
Lord’s arm is not shortened that it
cannot save, neither His ear heavy that
He cannot hear,” so we will take
courage and hope on.—Yours in one
Hope, E. PARRIS,

SOMERSHAM, SUFFOLK.

On Good Friday services were. held.
Mzr. F. 8. Reynolds, of Over, preached a
Christ-exalting sermon from Heb. vii.
19, very clearly setting forth the truth
of, the text, Many felt it good to be
there. A public tes followed. The
service in the evening was presided
over by Mr. E. Gowing, who gave a
choice and savoury address in opening
the meeting. Addresses were given by
Mr. D. Dickerson, who spoke well on
the “ Hope of the Gospel.” Mr. Reynolds
gave a warm and practical address on
Isa, ii. 5. The pastor followed,and said
he had now completed his eleventh year
as pastor, reviewing the past gratefully,
and felt we have much cause to take
courage to press on. These services
were well attended, although the
weather was unsettled. On Easter
Sunday the pastor commenced his
twelfth year with a baptismal service
on one young sister; it was a very
encouraging service. We are glad that
there are others who manifest signs of
the work of grace among the young,
also in middle life. The Lord be praised.
—ONE WHO WAS THERE.

ST. ALBANS.
We feel we must express our grati-
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of great blessing we had on Easter
Monday at Bethel. Mr. Philip Reynolde
again visited us, bringing with him
many friends, and attracting others
from various neighbouring Churches.
We esteemed the kindness of our
friends, with their love and practical
sympathy; but we hope we did not
lose sight of the deep lessons given to
us in the very sweet unfolding of
God’s precious Word.—ONE WHO WAS
THERE.

STEPNEY (REHORBOTH, WELLESLEY-
STREET).

With grateful hearts we record the
lovingkindness of the Lord during
another year. On this the 56th anni-
versary of our Sabbath-school, in taking
a review of all the mercies of God. we
inscribe “Ebenezer” on every page of
the past, On Lord’s-day. April 2nd, our
pagtor was greatly helped in the minis-
try of the Word. His morning text.
‘“Blessed are ye ‘that sow beside all
waters,” &c., was very seasonable and
encouraging, especially to the teachers.
The subject dwelt npon was the special
operation of the seedsman—the gloriouns
anticipation of the prophecy. The
evening text furnished us with an
example for all time, “I must work the
works of Him that sent Me while it is
day: the night cometh when no man
can work,” The preacher said the
Saviour was a personal Worker, an
affectionate Worker, an immediate
Worker, a necessitons Worker, an
incessant Worker, an ordained Worker,
a wonder Worker, a cheerful Worker.
The afternoon service was a very enjoy-
able one. Our pastor addressed the
scholars upon labouring and watching
(Psa. cxxvii. 1). On Easter Monday
afternoon Mr. E. Mitchell preached
from, “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path.” A good
company of friends partook of tea, Mr.
I. R. Wakelin presided at the evening
meeting, and read Neh. xii. 8 (and last
four verses). Mr. J. Flory offered fer-
vent prayer, The president then asked
the superintendent, Mr. Hayter
Scrivener, to read his report, which
proved to be a very encouraging one.
Two members of the young women's
Bible-class and two young men, former
members of his class, having expressed
a desire to follow the Lord in believers”
baptism, and join the Church. The
work had been sustained during the
year, the register showing 149 scholars
in attendance and a staff of 3 teachers.
Our pastor at the conclusion of the
report rose and addressed a few loving
words to the superintendent, present-
ing him with a large-type complete
edition of Cruden's Concordance, to-

other with a large-type Denham'’s

ymn-book, a gift from the teachers
and members of the Bible-class. The

tude to our gracious God for the season | honoured recipient thanked the donors.
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for their splendid gift, whioh he would
ever cherish as a memento of their
love. The chairman gave a brief but
excellent address on the word “ gather™
as applicable to the labours of the
teachers in the garden of the Sabbath-
school. Mr, G. W. Thomas spoke from,
*1 must work the work of Him that
sent Me while it is day; the ni%lt
cometh when no man can work.” e
said that we are living in a day when
it is of the greatest importance that
the young should be grounded in the
truth. an age when we must study
more, whether we be pastor or teacher.
Mr. Thos. Jones (of New Cross) ad-
dressed us from. “ For we are labourers
together with God.” He said we are
joint-workers; it simply means we are
co-workers, and, if we are co-workers,
it is absolutely impossible for the work
to be a failure, Mr. E. Mitchell, in
speaking from, “Son. go work to-day
in My vineyard.” said: I like “son”™
better than “ fellow-workers.” The
very first thing is to make our calling
and election sure. If God gave us
talents, it is not for self; they are
entrusted with us that we may trade
with them. Mr. F. C. Holden said
Sabbath-school work is a work which
only God Himself can enable you to do.
Mr. H. F. Noyes spoke from, “For
~Christ also hath once suffered for
sins.” &c. Our pastor thanked chair-
man, speakers, and friends for their
presence and sapport. The scholars
very creditably sang their hymns,
which were composed for the occasion
by the superintendent. Prayer by the
president closed one of the best meet-
ings in our memory at Rehoboth.—
HAYTER SCRIVENER,

TOLLINGTON PARK,

A very happy. joyous, and profitable
afternoon and evening was spent on
Easter Monday at “Zoar,” a well-
known little hill of Zion. In the after-
noon pastor Sinden preached a very soul-
encouraging sermon, in which the
friends present took great interest,
after which the dear sisters provided
a very nice and refreshing cup of tes,
and the necessary etceteras were all
that could be desired. In the evening
our old friend, Mr. Cornwell, of Brix-
ton, presided at the public meeting in
his usnal genial, profitable, and en-
couraging manner, and brethren Bur-
bridge, Baldwin, and H. Johnston gave
addresses, which were full of doctrinal
and practical teaching., The last-
mentioned brother made some very
forcible and telling remarks on the
neglect of the members of our
Churches attending the house of God.
The chairman, after a few remarks
from brother Thorn, closed the meeting
in & short epeech full of godly advice
and encouragement, The usual vote
of thanks to the ladies, chairman, and
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speakers was unanimously passed.—

OMICRON.

TOTTENHAM (PHILIP-LANE) SUNDAY-
SCHOOL ANNIVERSARY.

On Sunday, April 2nd, the pastor
preached to good congregations, In the
afternoon a service was held for the
young people. Addresses suited to the
oocasion were given by the pastor and
brethren Bartholomew, Creasey, and
Nash. On Monday (Bank Holiday),
April 3, at 3 p.m., pastor James Olark, of
Bethnal Green, preached an excellent
sermon, which was muoch enjoyed, to
a good congregation from Isa. Ixi. 8
(last part of verse). Tea was provided,
and a good company sat down. A
public meeting was {neld at 6.30, G.
Savage. Esq.,presiding. Hymn, “ Come,
let us join,” was sung, and our chair-
man read Phil. iv, Brother Morgan led
us at a throne of grace, and our chair-
man gave us some excellent words from
the chapter he had read, Another hymn,
and our brother, James Olark, said that
ag it was the éundny-school anniver-
sary, he would speak on the moral,
social, and spiritual advantages of
Sunday-school work, which he did to
our edification and profit. Brother C.
Hewitt followed in his usaual style,
basing his remarks on Paa. lxxii, 16,
‘Encouragement to Sunday - school,
Teachers.” Brother W. E. Palmer gave
us & suitable word, urging definiteneas
and simplicity upon the teachers in
their classes. Brother E.J. Margerum
referred to the errors of the present
day as & need for Sunday-school work.
Brother Day said a few words on
Isa, lv. 10, 11. The pastor thanked
the chairman, speakere, and friends for
their sympathy and help in this im-
portant work, aleo the ladies who
had prepared and presided at the tes.
Suitable hymns had been sung during
all the services by our young people,
Collections amounted to £5 4s. 8d.
Pastor closed with prayer. Thus ended
another happy day at Tottenham.

WATTISHAM. .
Farewell and Presentations.

On March 31st (Good Friday) special
services were held, there beiug a public
tea, at which a goodly number sat
down, followed by a public meeting,
which was also well attended. The
nature of the meeting was specially
interesting, owing to the fact that our
pastor, Mr. Hazelton, was with us for
the last time as pastor. Mr., H.
presided. Our three senior deacons and
several members and friends took part
in the proceedings.

Our aged brother and deacon, Mr.
Brook, exhorted the friends to continue
in prayer for the welfare of Zion, and
also to seek for unity and peace, and
this desire pervaded the meeting, and
a very quiet and profitable meeting was
held.
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Several of the friends spoke of their
good-will toward Mr. Hazelton, and
wished for him and the people to whom
he may minister much of the Lord’s
blessing, several also expressing regret
at his leaving us.

At the end of the meeting, as Mr.
Hazelton was bidding the friends fare-
well, our deacon and treasurer, Mr. R.
Squirrell arose and said he also had a
little duty to perform, and, addressing
Mr. Hazelton, said that as soon as it was
known that he was going to leave them,
the friends thought he ought not to do
g0 without some tangible proof of their
love and regard for him ; for in all the
various village and other work Mr.
Hazelton had never once failed them ;
no matter what the weather might be,
if Mr, Hazelton had promieed to be at
a meeting, he was there, The friends
had so heartily responded to the
su%geshion that in their name he was
able to ask Mr. Hazelton’s acceptance of
a beautiful marble and bronze time-
‘piece, with inscribed plate; also for
Mrs. Hazelton he had a beantiful plated
teapot, with monogram inscribed, be-
side which there was a surplus in
money,

Brother S. Gowing now arose and
read a letter from one of our village
stations (Hedging), which Mr, Hazelton
had been the means of resuscitating,
which Jetter stated that the friends
there also felt they must express their
gratitude and love to Mr. Hazelton,
and tbrough brother Squirrell they now
asked his acceptance of a very nice
cruet stand with six oruets.

The hymn—

“Blest be the tie that binds,”
was now heartily sung to the good old
tune * Glasgow,” after which

Mr. Hazelton arose, and, struggling
with some emotion, said he felt he
could not thank the friends as heought
to do, or as he wished to do; he was
deeply touched by all their kindness.
During the six and a-half years he had
been with them he felt he had tried to
do his best. He had thought to have
laboured with them still, but he really
was not strong enough for the village
work, hence his chief reason for resign-
ing. He thanked them also on behalf
of his beloved wife, and also for their
very kind expressions for the St. Neots
friends, whither Mr. Hazelton has
accepted o twelve months’ invite, Again
thanking them, and hoping the Lord
may be pleagsed to soon send them
another under-shepherd, he bade them
a very hearty farewell.

[Another Account.]

The doors of this time-honoured
sanotuary were opened for public wor-
ship on Good Friday, and to bid fare-
well to our late pastor, Mr, J. Hazelton.
A publio tea was provided, at which a
good number sat down, after which a
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public meeting was held, when several
brethren connected with the cause took
part. At the close of the servicebrother
R. Squirrell, deacon, made presents
above referred to. Our sister. Mrs. S.
Gowing, collected for these tokens of
love and esteem. Mr. Hazelton kindly
thanked the many friends for this
token of respect to him and his wife on
leaving the friends at Wattisham. The
hymn, *“ Blest bethe tie that binds,” was
sung, after which we had to bid each
other adien.

“But though sundered by space, by faith

we meet,

Around the common mercy-seat.”
We could have wished that Mr. Hazel-
ton might have stayed with us for
many years, but it is otherwise, May
the Lord greatly bless him in his new
sphere of labour and also us as a people
—Wu.DEAVES.

WooD GREEN.

Special services were held at Park
Ridings, on Good Friday, commemora-
ting the seventh anniversary of the
opening of the above. Mr. Marsh, of
Stratford, preached in the aftermoon
from Ephes. i. 7, a truly Christ-exalting
discourse, listened to with pleasare
and profit. In the evening Mr, I. R.
Wakelin presided. and read Psa. cii. and
Matt. xxvii. 34— 50, after which brother
James offered prayer. The chairman
expressed his pleasure at being with us
once more, wishing us prosperity, and
went on to speak of our Saviour, the
Commander, the Conquest, and the
Crown, Mr. Chandler followed with a
few comforting remarks from Isa. liii.
11. Mr. E, White was graciously helped
in speaking from Rey.1iii.8. Mr.Gibbens
founded his remarks on Heb. xii. 2, and
after a few soul-cheering words from
Mr. Freston, whose text was Heb. xiii.
14, the meeting closed with the
doxology and prayer. So ended a meet—
ing that was greatly enjoyed by—ONE
WHO WAs THERE.

WHITTLESEA (ZION).

On Good Friday two sermons were
preached by our esteemed friend, pastor
R. E. Sears. Our brother was enabled
to bring before us the strong meat of
the Gospel, which was much enjoyed.
many hearty expressions being after-
wards uttered. A good number gathered
together for tea, the school-room being
quite full. We had a good day, good
sermone, good congregations, good col-
lections, and. best of all. we felt * the
Lord is here,” and are constrained to
thank God and take courage.—J. T. P.

The first anniversary of the pastorate
of Mr. Thomas House was celebrated on
Easter Monday. A tea meeting at which
there was a good gathering was held.
after which a public meeting. the pastor
presiding. A hymn was sung the pastor
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read the 5th of Romans and delivered
an address. in which he reminded the
friende that twelve months had passed
away and he had endeavoured, accord-
ing to the grace given, to preach to
them the Gospel of the grace of God,
emphasizing the fact that on the
previous day he had declared the
glorious truth that Christ was alive
from the dead. and expressed the hope
that we might realize this from day to
day, " Christ is alive, Christ is alive.”
Oh what ablessed fact He dieth no more
death hath no more power over Him,
Mr. Laugham gave an appropriate
address, giving expression to kindly
feelings towards the minister. Mr,
Sharples also testified to his apprecia-
tion of his ministry, especially that
Christ was exalted. A party of seven-
teen came from Middlesboro' desirous
of seeing and hearing the minister; they
were highly pleased with their visit and
hoped they should have the pleasure of
hearing Mr. House at Middlesboro'.
Several suitable hymns were heartily
sung, the friends from Middlesboro’
helping the singing, being good singers,
and we had the blessing of the Lord
upon us, which is best of all, Friends
came from Newcastle, South Shields,
and Chester-le-street.

ANXNTAL MEETING OF THE
GOSPEL MISSION,
MOTNT ZIOX,
CHADWELL'STREET.

IT is eight years since a few connected
with “ Chadwell-street,” first went into
the open-air to carry out the command,
““Go,” comply with the commission,
“Preach the Gospel,” relying on the
promise, “ Lo, I am with you,” and many
times the presence of the Lord has been
realized in so0 doing,

Three yearsagothe Church recognised
the movement, hence the third anniver-
sary.

The annual meeting wag held in
Mount Zion Chapel, Chadwell-street,on
Thursday evening, March 23. Pastor
E. Mitchell, the president, occupied the
chair. Hart's sweet hymn—

* Come, Holy Spirit, come,
Let Thy bright beams arise,”

was sung, Mr. Mitchell read Isa, lv.and

the vice-president asked the Lord's

blessing on the meeting and those who
endeavour to carry the Gospel to such
as are ‘ ont of the way,”

Brother Ridley, hon. sec., read the
report for the past year. We regret not
being able to give it entire, but call our
readers’ attention to the following
extracts :—

Among the many attributes that pertain to
oar covenant-keeping God, there are three
we desire to think upon in reference to
this anniversary of our Gospel Mission,

1.—-His IMMUTABILITY. II—His OMNI-

POTENCE., IIL.—His OMNIPRESENCE.
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I.—His IMMUTABILITY. In Matt. iii. 6, He
declares, “1 am the Lord, I change not,"
&e. We thank God for this, for we are
here to-night to cclebrate the third annual
meeting of this Mission, If He had not
been ‘“the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever.,” we could not have stood so long,
for wo have experienced the nearress of
that lion which goeth abontsecking whom
he may devour. While there have been
times of trial and weakness, there has becn
rejoicing and praise ; we would forget the
former, and magnify Him for His mercies.

II.—The OMNIPOTENCE of God is declared
in Luke i. 37. This is our shield of faith as
we go forth at His command to do battle
with the mighty Goliath,although we feel
it is in much weakness.

III.— OMNIPRESENOE. “Lo,Iam with you
alway.’ This is an encouraging word. ", . .
As though we should doubt His word, He
has added that little but important word
“ALWAY.”

During the year just closed we have held
93 meetings, 41 outside and 52 inside our
school-room, which we use as a Mission
Hall at 8.15 on Sunday evenings.

The out-door meetings have been most
encouraging—the best since we started.
We miss two of our best speakers, brethren

Death and J. Smith, who have been

removed in providence.

We have distribnted during the year
between six and seven thousand Hand-
bills, Hymn-sheets, ‘Cheering Words,”
“ Earthen Vessel and Gospel Heralds,” &ec.,
&c., which, we trust, followed by prayer,
may prove the Lord is using the means for
His own glory.

The treasurer’'s (brother Wallis), cash acconnt
showed a balance of £4 on the wrong side,
which was more than made up by the
collection.

Two friends who have recently followed our
Lord through the pool and united with us
in Church fellowship, testified to the
Mission as, in God’s hand, being a bless-
ing to their souls.

The precident gave a few stimulating
remarke by way of encouragement to
those who carry on this branch of the
work. Our Lord Jesus Christ, said Mr,
M., was the greatest open-air preacher
that ever lived, and we cannot have a
better example, We have no right to
find fault with those who teach error,
if we do not go out with the truth.

We sang, “ Oh, happy day that fixed
m% choice,” &c., an .

rother McKenzie moved theadoption
of the report and gave an address from

John xi. 39, 44. .
Brother Ernest A. Booth, from India,

seconded the resolution and dwelt on

Mark vi. 34.

Brethren W. Baker, E. Marsh, and J,
A, Othen, delivered addresses full of
fervour and spiritual matter.

God bless theyoung men at Chadwell-
rtreet, keep them firm in * the truth as
it is in Jesus,” whom He has endowed
with gifts and grace for the work—and
we would not forget those young men
and maidens who stand outside our
Mission-room asking the passers-by to
step inside for half-an-hour to listen to
the service—ie the earnest prayer of
JORN.
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TROWBRIDGE (ZioN SUNDAY-
30HOOL),—The annual teachers’ tea
meeting was held on Wednesday even-
ing, Maroh 15, when about 140 sat down.
The anfter-meeting was presided over by
the pastor, Mr, Peet. The financial
statement of the various funds of the
sohool was given by the treasurer, Mr.
Merrett, and proved to be very satis-
factory, Mr, F, Grist followed with an
ably written report for the past year.
Anthems and hymns were sung at in-
tervals, and some of the scholarsrecited
pieces from the “ Friendly Companion,”
* Daniel Herbert’s poems,”’ and two “ No
Popery ” pieces. Short speeches were
made by Mr. Applegate, Mr. Simons,
Mr. Merrett, Mr. Gore, Mr. Osmand
(Bath), and Mr. Gale (Calne), and the
meeting closed with prayer by the
pastor,.— Wiltshire Times.

LIMEHOUSE (ELiM, PEKIN-
STREET).—Sabbath-school annual tes
and prize distribution, March 2ad, 1899.
On Sunday, Feb, 26th, our pastor, Mr, F,
‘C. Holden, preached two excellent
sermons, which were both well attended
and enjoyed. On Thursday, March 2nd,
tea being laid on tables in the school-
room (for the first time) at five o'clook
to which over 150 soholars and friends
sat down, it was voted that it was the
best tea meeting ever held at Elim. At
6.30 a public meeting was commenced,
presided over by our brother I. R,
Wakelin. Hymn 194 in the Sunday-school
hymnal was sung, a portion of Scrip-
ture read, and brother Crispin, of
Shalom, ﬁackney, engaged in prayer.
The chairman spoke a few encouraging
words and called upon the secretary to
read his report, which was encouraging.
Hymn 432, “See Israel, gentle Shepherd,
stand ” was rendered by the scholars,
after. which four reoited portions of
Scriptureand Scriptural pieces, Brother
Beecher gavea good, sound, encouraging
address, Anthem, ‘Jerusalem, my
Glorious Home” was sung, during‘
which the collection was taken. The
chairman then proceeded to distribute
the prizes, of which there were forty-
five splendid Bibles, Hymn Books, &c.,
&o. It was worth coming to see the joy
on each little face as they received their
prizes. Five more scholars recited and
brother Sears followed with a good
Gospel address, Brother J, E. Elsey
sgoke a few words of encouragement to
the teachers. The pastor and superin-
tendent sxpressed their thankfulness to
the Lord for His goodness to them in
the past, and during these services. The
meeting olosed by singing, * Saviour,
breathe an evening blessing’ and the
benediotion. As the friends were leav-
ing the children sang, ‘' Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace,”” The amount
collected during these servicea being
#£11 178, 3., which oleared off the debt
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of our general fund, leaving a little
balance in hand. We trust and pray
that all the workers in the Lord’s vine-
yard may see the fruits of their labours
among the young as we do at ** Elim.”
One of our Bible-class is very desirous of
following Him through the waters.—
SUPERINTENDENT.

HARTLEY WINTNEY.—The
teachers and scholars of above cause of
truth held their annnal anniversary
services on Sunday, March 12th, when
Mr. Gosling, of Wimbledon, preached
two sermons, On Monday, 13th, the
annual tea was held in the 8chool-room,
after which we repaired to the chapel
for a pleasant evening, The meeting
was opened by singing, ““ Come, let us
join our cheerful songs,”’i &c., then
brother Gosling read a portion of God’s
Word and engaged in prayer, after
which the scholars recited some very
appropriate pieces of prose and poetry,
interspersed by address by myself, on
the words, * God i3 love,” and brother
Gosling, on “Naaman the leper,” and
also the singing of special hymns,
asgisted by friends. After which came
the distribution of the prizes, which is
always a pleasure to all present, The
prizes were good and were such as could
be looked upon as very instructive as
well as useful in directing their young
minds to look from self and learn where
to obtain that knowledge that maketh
“wise unto salvation.” After a word
of encouragement to teachers and
scholars and a vote of thanks to friends
who kindly helped, the happy meeting
was brought to a close by singing, * All
hail the power of Jesus’ name,” and the
benediction with a silent prayer that it
may not altogether be lost, but that it
may be as “bread cast upon the waters
that may be found after many days.”—
H. J. PARKER.

Aged Pilgrims’ Corner.

THE inmates of the Hornsey Rise
Asylum have, during the Winterseason,
had several dinners distributed among
them, through the Dinner Fund kindly
raised by the Lady Visitors ; three teas
in the Asylum Hall have also been pro-
vided from the same source, the last
taking place on the oocasion of the
lecture by Mr. T. W, Nunn, on “ A Visit
to the Region of t.he. Early Churches.”

-

Mr, Nunn's lecture, accompanied by
excellent views, was heartily appre-
ciated by the aged friends and by many
visitors. The chair was taken by Mr.,
W. J. Martin and Messrs. Bumstead and
Fricker took part i.n Ehe proceedings.

It is hoped that tﬁere will be a large
attendance of the Society's friends at
St. Mary Aldermary, Queen Victoria-
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street, on Thursday evening, May 2ith,
when the Rev. J. Ormiston, Editor of
“The Gospel Magazine,” will preach at
7.30, on behalf of the Institution.

* X

*

On Thursday, April 13th, Mr. and
Mrs. W. J. Parks kindly gave a tea to
the inmates of the Camberwell Asylum
and many friends. Several addresses
were afterwards given. The kind
hospitality of the Society's esteemed
Treasurer and Mrs. Parks gave great
pleasure to one and all.

EUNR

The eular§ed work of the financial
‘year, recently closed, represents an
increased income; but the expendi-
ture in pensions is considerably in
excess of the augmentation of receipts,
hence continued efforts are necessary to
build up the free income of the Society,
that is, subscriptions not charged with
nominees. 1,524 pensioners, iu all parts
of the kingdom, are now upon the books,

Marriages.

COSTA—WARREXN.—On March 11, at the
Striet Baptist Chapel, Wimbledon, by Mr.
Greenwood, of Halifax, Rosa Louisa, third
danghter of Mr. Robert Waxren, of Mitcham,
to Aucusto da Costa, son of Luiz Augusto da
Costa. of Mitcham.

FARROW—DUNKLEY.—On March 29, 1899,
at Bethesda, Ipswich, by the pastor, Mr. W.
Kern. Rosina, youngest danghter of Mr. E,
Dunkley. of 1pswich, to James F. Farrow,
vounger son of tho late Elihu Farrow, for
many vears deacon at Bethesda. The pre-
sents were numerous and useful, including
2 marble clock from the Sunday-school and
‘riends and a handsome gift from the choir
at Bethesda.

PARRKER-TIDY.—On April 12, at Zion,
New Cross, by pastor F. C. Holden, of Lime+
house, uncle of the bridegroom, Beutrice
Maud Tidy to Henry Holden Parker.

WILD—BARRELL — April 16, at Provi-
dence, Highbury. by pastor P. Revrnolds,
Susannah Barrell (member of the Stoke Ash
Church, Suffolk) to Frederick George Wild,
of Kentish Town.

®Bone Home.

MATILDA TOWNS,

the beloved wife of William Towns,0f Elbows
Farm, Good Easter, Essex.died February 26,
1849. For many years she had been unable
to attend the house of God, except on rare
occasions, but was always glad to be there
when able to make the effort, It had long
been a trouble to her that she could not
“read her title clear.” and often she said she
wanted to sce plainer that she was the
Lord's. Her last illness was somewhat
sudden, no danger being apprehended till a
few minutes before the end. Her husband
then asked her if Christ was precious toher,
aud she gave an emphatic * Yes,” which was
the last word she spoke. Her age was 70.
She was fond of the VESSEL, and, as the
months came round, was anxious till she
got it. And so, while so many are taken
away of whose future we can only think
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with hopeless bitterness, how thankful we
are for any who pass out of our daily lives
of whom it may truthfully be said tgat in
tlrem there was found *“somo good thjng
towards the Lord God of Israel'—M. A. C.

JEMIMA DAVIS

entered into rest Jan.8,1899, aged 92, a mem-
ber of the Church at Zion, Trowbridge; she
was present when Ziou Chape! was built. De-
ceased was called by grace when young in
vears, and was a consisteut follower of the
Lord Jesus Christ and the ordinances of His
house, Our kind-hearted friend, Mrs. Peet,
frequently visited her, and found her, as.
she herself wonld say, *“ on the Rock;" “I
am going home where I shall see my blessed
Jesus.” She was much attached to Mr, Peet
and his ministry. Her mortal remains werea
committed to the grave in Trowbridge
Cemetery by Mr. Peet in the presence of
many friends. “I'm a poor sinner, and no-
thing at all. but Jesus Christ is all in all,”
were almost her last words.

LYDIA UARD,

of Forest-row, Broadstone, Sussex, was.
called home March 20. 1899, aged 61. De-
ceased was no big talker, but one that
feared God above many. During the many
vears I knew her, I frequently found her
anxjously looking for my visits, when the
Word of God, upon which her soul could
only feed, was brought forth and meditated
upon.

- It was only two years ago she lost her
dear husband (almost snddenly), but we
had a good hope of him. and committed his
remains to the grave *“in hope of eternal
life through Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Saviour.” It was a severe tridal to her, butI
felt persuaded it brought with it a greater
craving for that eompany enjoyed by com-
munion with Jesus Christ.

During her widowed pilgrimage she would
journey on the Saturday to her daughter,
Mrs, Tavlor, Highgate (Forest-row), that
she might be a worshipper of her God with
the company meeting in Providence Chapel,
which was continued til! within a few
weeks of her decease, and was only absent
from the little sanctuary two Sabbaths.
When I have been favoured with her com-
pany. she has again and again referred to
the sweet and precious scason enjoved in
her soul in September, 1897, when hearing
this humble writer. Oh, she would say:—

* More frequent-let Thy visits be,

Or let them longer last;”
Yes, too—

“Return, O holy Dove, return,

Sweet Messenger of rest : ,
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn,
And drove Thee from my breast.”

I was visiting round on the Tuesday after
mv return from Epsom on the Monday,and,
being informed of her departure from this
world. it came so momen'arily and nomis-
takably to my mind. “Mark the perfect
man, and behold the upright, for the end of
that man is peace'—yes,

PEACE, PERFECT .PEACE)

yhich words. and how they came to me, I
could not refrain from mentioning at the
graveside, surrounded by weeping mourners
and sorrowing friends. Thus another spot
in our little cemetery is consecrated by
sacred dust. i
The children have lost a dear and loving
mother, and the writer an highlv-esteemed
friend, making the thirteenth I have been
called upon to inter here during my gojourn
at Forest-row. D. THOMAS.



THE LATE JOIIN WATERS BANKS.

The last Photograph, taken by his son, in his garden at St. Paul's Road,
Highbury, September, 1898.



dgn Plemoviam,
JOHN WATERS BANKS.
By E. MITCHELL.

EFORE this is in the hands of our readers, they will have heard of
the departure of our beloved brother, Mr. John Waters Banks.
The home-call came somewhat suddenly on Friday morning, May 5th.
For some time past our brother had been suffering from a weak and
diseased heart. On Thursday, April 20.h, he attended the anniversary
services at Waltham Abbey, but had a very violent seizure in the small
hours of the following morning, which it was thought would have proved
fatal; but he gradually rallied, and improved sufficiently to take a short
walk on Tuesday, May 2nd, and it was hoped that he might have been
spared for a time. He was, however, not so well on the Thursday, and
at about five o’clock on Friday morning he had another severe attack.
Everything that skill and love could devise was done to relieve him, but
in vain. His sufferings were acute. but his mind was peaceful, desiring
““to depart and be with Christ, which is far better.” Many ejaculatory
cries he put up to the Lord to be released, yet ever concluding with,
“If it be Thy will,” or, “If it please Thee.” The end came very
suddenly. As he was about to send a message to his brethren, the
fellow-trustees of the magazine, who were to meet that afternoon, he
stopped, laid back in the arm-chair in which he was sitting, closed his
eyes, drew three or four breaths, and yielded up his spirit to his Maker
and Redeemer.

The writer was present, having been sent for, as he wished to see
him. About twenty minutes before his departure he said to him, “1
wanted to say this to you:—

¢ ¢ How sov'reign, wonderful, and free,
Is all His love to sinful me!
He plucked me as & brand from hell,
My Jesus has done all things well.” "
"This was his dying testimony. All his hope was in the once crucified
and now risen Lord and Redeemer.

Our brother had nearly attained to the threescore and ten years of
man, having been born in Canterbury, Kent, on November 30th, 1829,
He was called by grace when about 17 years of age, and so had been
following the Lord for more than fifty years. In 188Y he joined the
Church at Chadwell-street, Clerkenwell, and in 1893 was chosen deacon,
which office he honourably sustained to the close of his earthly career.
A sincere lover of the truth of God, a kind friend to the poor, exemplary
in his attendance in the sanctuary, having a great affection for the
younger members of the Church and congregation, and warmly attached
to the pastor, he discharged the duties of his office with godly assiduity,
and will be greatly missed by both pastor and people, the aged and the
youug alike.

On .the death of our beloved brother, Willinmn Winters, of happy

VoL, LV. Juxe. 1899. M
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memory, in August, 1893, the responsibility of conducting this magazine
devolved on our brother Banks. He always disclaimed the title of
editor, saying that he was only acting as a stop-gap until someone more
capable could be found; but he continued editor-in-fact until his death,
and, with respect to the magazine, his loss will be severely felt. He
possessed an extensive and intimate knowledge of the Churches the
magazine serves, while his genial spirit enabled him to quietly endure
the many worries connected with its conduct, and endeared him to his
numerous correspondents, smoothing down many a difficulty and
asperity. His devotion to the magazine was great, it was in his mind
day and night, and no pains were too great for him to take if he could
in any way promote 1ts usefulness or increase its circulation. The
discharge of his office as a deacon, and the conduct of the magazine,
engrossed almost the whole of his time, thought, and strength. The
administration of “The Lord’s Poor Fund” entrusted to him was cheer-
fully and faithfully discharged. Many a poor, sorrowful, and aged one
of the “household of God” has been cheered not only by a needed
donation, but also by the kindly letter that has accompanied the gift.

The mortal remains were interred in his family grave at Nunhead on
Friday, May 12th, the large and representative attendance testifying to
the esteem In which be was held by the section of the denomination to
which he belonged, while a large number of those gathered were personal
friends, who entertained a sincere affection for the departed. Anaccount
of the funeral service from the pen of our .estcemed brother, Mr. E.
Marsh, is given below.

In the January issue for 1897 a portrait of our beloved brother, with
a short sketch of his life, appeared. As many of our readers may not
have preserved their back numbers, we are giving another portrait of
him in this issue, feeling assured that all will be pleased to have this
memento. It is one of the last taken, and represents him sitting in his
garden in a free and easy manner. This is quite characteristic of him,
as he was most unpretentious and unconventional, without any stiffness
or starchiness in his composition.

We affectionately commend our sister the bereaved widow to the
sympathies and prayers of our friends. She was a true helpmeet to our
brother, and is very highly esteemed by the Churches at Chadwell-street
and Waltham Abbey. We trust the magazine will still receive the
hearty support of the various Churches it has sought to serve for so
many years. The trustees are prayerfully seeking a suitable editor to
carry on the work. An announcement respecting its conduct will be
found on the Wrapper under the heading, “To Correspondents.” Our
brother’s peaceful passing away reminds us of the poet’s words:—

¢ o fades a summer cloud away,
So sinks the gale when storms are o’er,

So gently shuts the eye of day,
So dies a wave upon the shore.”

THE FUNERAL,
SuppLIED BY PasToR E. MARSH.

The procession, consisting of the hearse and six coaches, left the house ab
11.30. Accompanying the bereaved family were the pastor and deacons of
Chadwell-street, and a deputation from the M.A.8.B.C. of the president, vice-
president, and secretaries, also the representativos of the Magazine Committee,
with whom our dear brother had so happily laboured in his Lord’s service,
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The cemetery was reached at 1.20. The little chapel was soon crowded, and
nnany were unable to gain admission. Among the ministers we noticed brethren
Box, Beecher, Belcher, Cornwell, Chilvers, Chandler, Clark, Dolbey, Flower,
Holden, Hewett, Jones, Liynn, Mitchell, Marsh, Noyes, Palmer, Sears, Voysey,
White, etc., with many deacons and delegates from the Churches of the
Metropolis and country districts.

The service wasopened with prayer by pastor E. Mitchell. The hymn (all of
‘which were composed by the late beloved W. Winters)—

¢ Blest are the dead, for ever blest,
Who in the Tiord of glory die "—

was sung with deep feeling by the large congregation. Brother John Pox read
the Scriptures.
After the singing of Hymn No. 5 on the sheets provided, an address was
delivered by
PASTOR R. E, SEARS.

<Our brother said :—* The ministry of Jesus Christ was a ministry of benedictions.
His mission to earth was for blessing, and the words blessed, blessed, blessed,
again and again rang through His utterauces., The ministry of Jesus Christ is
not ended yet. This same Jesus speaks to us to-day, and * blessed ’ is the keynote
of His message. He is speaking to us now from the throne of His glory. From
thence comes His own Word. Faith listens with attentive ear to His voice while
He says, ¢ Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.’
Qur brother was blessed of the Lord, and blessed i»n the Lord. He was blessed
to know himself as a lost sinner, and he was blessed to know himself as a sinner
saved. He was led to Calvary, there to shelter in the riven side of Christ. He
was blessed at the cross. He was blessed all his life, and blessed at the close of
his pilgrimage. He was blessed with a place in many g heart at the throne of
grace in connection with his important work. God says in 2 Sam. vii. 10, ‘I
will appoint & place for My people Israel.” We believe in Divine appointments.
The president of the Baptist Union, disturbed with the many calls from his
study, found, on returning to it once, a slip of paper with this written on:
‘Interruptions are Divine appointments.” This calmed his ruffled mind. We
have been interrupted in our denominational work, but it is God's appointment.
He hasdone it. Certainly we never should have done it. Had it been proposed
to us that our brother should be removed, there would no one have been found
to move the resolution, but God has done it. It is His act. He does not consult
us. We thank God He spared our dear brother to us so long to do such service
in His cause. In that service God appointed him a place. He had a place in
the side of His living Liord and Master, and he had his place in the world, the
Church, and the home. J. W. Banks was contented to be himself, imitating
none, ever filling his own place. Some years ago he was called to stop a gap and
fill an important place. The names of JoHN Warers Bavks and WILLLAM
WinTERs will ever be associated. In life they were like Jonathan and David,
and in death they are not divided. It seemed to us a terrible calamity when dear
brother Winters was taken ; but God in that blank had found a place for brother
Banks to fill. He stepped into his own place. He did his work well in his own
way. He was not a polished scholar or a great writer, but he did a lot of work—
drudgery that no one else could do. He never moved from his place as to the
principles he held dear. He was not one of those shifting ones with no fixed
place. He knew the truth, and abode by it, and now his Lord has taken him to
the place prepared, from which he will never be moved. ‘I go to prepare a place
for you.” May God bless and comfort our dear sister, the family bereaved, our
Churches and denomination at large, who have lost & true and faithful friend.”

Brother Sears concluded his address by quoting some beautiful lines on
‘I‘JHG shall go no more out.” The service was closed with prayer by brother

ynn.
An immense company of sympathising friends gathered
AT THE GRAVE.

Silently we laid the dear dust to rest. The polished breastplate on the coftin
simply stated —
“JouNx WATERS BANKS,
Died 5th May, 1899,
Aged 69 Years.”
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When the body had besen loweved, the beloved and bereaved pastor of
Chadwell-street, EDWARD MITCHELL,
said: —* Death is no friend. God Himself has described it as an enemy. In
tself considered, death is & friend to none ; it is rather the ill offspring of sin;
by sin came death. Think of the many things which attend it, and mark what
an enemy is here! It is often attended with pain and suffering; bitter anguish
and deep sorrow follows its blow wherever it falls. It is no respecter of persons
or circumstances. It rends asunder the tenderest ties, dissolves the closest of
all unions, that of body and soul. Death hinders the fulness of our joys here, and
cven the ransomed spirits of the just before the throne enter not into the fulness of
their joy while death holds for a time their bodies in the dust. The fulness of
their joy will not be experienced until Jesus comes again and raises this corrup-
tible in incorruption and this morial to immortality. Nevertheless, while death
is an enemy, it is a conquered enemy. Jesus has conquered it ; He has taken its
sting away. He has given His people a life death cannot touch, Not only so,
He makes even this last enemy to play the part of a friend. I was present when
our dear hrother passed away ; I was glad I was. Truly in that chamber of death
it could be said—

“ “One gentle sigh, the fetter broke;
We scarce conld say he's gone,
Before his ransomed spirit took
Tts mansion near the tbrone.””

This in his case was perfectly true. Calmly and peacefully he ‘fell on sleep.”
Within twenty minutes of his departure he said, ‘T want to say this—

« How sovereign, wonderful, and free
Is all His love to sinful me'!
He plucked me as a brand from hell,
My Jesus has done all things well.””

When a man is brought there, brought to this experience, all that death can do
to him is to release the spirit and set the prisoner free. Yes. death is then
¢ swallowed up in victory.,’” Oh, what a word is that ¢ swallowed up !’ Jesuswill
annihilate death, as far as His people are concerned. To us to-day that death
which was made to play the part of a friend to our dear brother comes as an
enemy ; it has robbed us of a friend. Perhaps, next to the immediate relatives
and friends none will miss our brother more than I shall. Our friendship
was very close. We have laboured together with much pleasure in the service of
our beloved Lord. We never had a rufie. We shall miss him at Chadwell-
street, the magazine will miss him, ah! and the poor of the Lord’s people will
miss him, for he was truly a friend of the poor; to how many such has it been
his delight to minister as the Lord’s steward! We are not here to magnify the
creature, and none more than himself would be ready to say, ‘ Give God the
glory.” The Lord comfort the heart of the dear bereaved widow, the family, and
the Church, and sanctify to all this heavy, bereaving stroke.”
After the singing of Hymn No. 6,—

¢« ¢ Farth to earth ' we lay to rest
All that's mortal of our friend;
Happy is his soul, and blest,
Crowned with joys that never end,”

Pastor E. Marsh committed us all to God in prayer, We sang one verse of—
1 For ever with the Lord,”

and brother Mitchell pronounced the benediction.

A fuperal sermon was preached by the pastor at Chadwell-street on Lord’s-
day evening, May 14th. to a full congregation from Isa.xxv. 8, ‘ He will swallow
up death in victory.”” It was a solemn and soul-stirring occasion not soon to be
forgotten.

ALTHOUGH we shall bless and praise God through eternity, we shall only
thereby acknowledge the debt we owe, but not pay an atom of it.— Romaine.

THE rock followed the Ieraelites. Every believer has Christ at his back,
following him with strength as he goes for every condition and trial.— Gurnall,
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
By H. 8. L.
ManirorL.np Works or WISDOM.
No. 5. —Crocodiles,

HE word crocodile does not occur in the Bible, but it has been thought
that this great creature best agrees with the description of
Leviathan in Job xli., although that adapted Hebrew word will signify
some monster without ecxactly specifying which is meant. Nome
difficalty has also been found in the fact that here and in Psalm civ. 25
Leviathan is spoken of as being in fhe sew, while the crocodile is an
inhabitant of the Nile and other rivers. But this difficulty is soon
removed when we learn that crocodiles do sometimes now move out to
sea ; and further, that the fossils found of extinet crocodiles are believed
to have lived much in the sea, and rarely to have come to land, and to
have differed in several ways from the present race.

Asitis generally admitted, therefore, that the Book of Job is of very
ancient date, it is almost certain that the Leviathan there spoken of was
one of those creatures which have long since ceased to be, thoungh its
modern representatives bear quite enough of the ¢ family features,”
to assure that it was a faithfnl likeness when it was drawn by the great
Maker of it, the Lord of hosts. And though it is a creature, neither
amiable nor beautiful, and one with whom we have no desire to form any
intimate acquaintance, yet God speaks of it approvingly as an instance
and proof of His own skill and power, who doeth according to His will
in earth and heaven, none having a right to ask of Him, “ What doest
Thou ? ”

The eggs of crocodiles are* in proportion to the size of the full grown
reptile, very small, and sufficiently numerous, the motheg depositing
about 80 or 100 of them in the sand of the river shore, for the sun to
hatch. When the little things come out of their shells they make a rush
for the river,and happily, the birds of prey devour a good many of them,
still, enough survive to make bathing in, or walking carelessly near
the Nile a rather dangerous thing. Small as they are at first, they grow
to an immense size ; 12 feet, 15 feet, and even from 20 to 30 feet long.
And while growing to their full dimensions, each tooth dragged or worn
out in its biting operations, is replaced by another and stronger one,
so that the jaws of the adults are very formidable things.

Crocodiles, it is said, scldom pursue their prey, they rather float on
the water or hide in the mud and rushes by the river side, and catch
their victims at unawares. TIish and all kinds of animals, including
human beings, are thus captured, the brute first drowning, and then
tearing in pieces and devouring its prey.

The ancient Egyptians, true to their idolatrous instincts which led
them to adore the beautiful and beneficial Nile because of the good it
brought them by its periodical overflow, worshipped the crocodile
for exactly the opposite reason—they dreaded it, regarded it as the
gymbol of Tryphon, the cause of all evil, and did homage to it, to be
preserved from its malignity. The priests fed aud feasted the young
crocodiles with cakes, roast meat and wine, and adorned them with brace-

* About the size of a goose egg, it is said.
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lets and earrings and precious stones. Thus pampered in life, they were:
embalmed after death. and Gadsby tells us of the mummy pits he visited,
in which the bodies of thousands of these reptiles of all sizes from one
foot to twelve feet long or more, had been deposited along with palin leaves,.
fine linen cloths, and among them ‘were parts of human bodies that.
seem to have been buried with them.

In Job xli. we are told of Leviathan that “his scales are his pride,”
that “ he langheth at the shaking of a spear,” that his teeth are terrible,
* that sharp stones are nnder him,” and form to him but an easy bed,
and that *“ he counts darts as stubble,” harmless to one encaged in such
a coat of mail as he is encircled with. Travellers tell us that all this is.
seen in the crocodile ; we have been told of jaws seven feet long (but
perhaps that may have been somewhat exaggerated) and each jaw con-
taining from thirty to forty teeth ; and are assured that so thick and
impenetrable are their scales that when fired upon with a heavy charge:
of shot, they simply shake themselves and cooly plunge into the water
quite uninjured, splashing it up in all directions. They are to be killed
it is true, but the task is not easy, and the enemy must be surprised in
his sleep, or be caught in a carefully prepared pit. It is believed that
one kind of crocodile was formerly found in England, and another in
Scotland, while others inhabited various parts of Western Europe.

In India there is still a marine crocodile that in calm weather will
float on the waters miles out from the shore, And the kinds who
frequent inland waters which are dried up in seasons of dronght, bury
themselves, and remain dormant until the rains come, when they come
forth hungry and dangerous, attacking beasts or men, and the only way
of escape is by forcing the fingers into the eyes of the brute, thus making
him relax his hold of his victim.

In Ezek. xxxii. 2, the King of Egypt is compared to a whale, which
probably means crocodile, “ coming forth from his rivers and troubling
the water with his feet. )

Thus everywhere this great, strong and dangerous reptile, is made
an emblem of destructive and alarming power.

Of course, it was unclean, but it was eaten in some places by heathens
as it was worshipped in others, by those who were ignorant of the true
God and Bis commands. .

Happily in our own favoured land we are free from the incursions
of many a dangerous foe that molests the dwellers in more sunny lands,
yet the great enemy is ever lying in ambush ready to wonnd and devour ;
sin, Satan, and this present evil world destroy their thousands and
millions in various ways, and we, like wandering sheep, must fall an easy
prey to these devouring foes, unless the great and good Shepherd saves
and guards us from their fatal power. .

O to be saved by Jesus ! Saved from sin ! Saved from sin’s punish-
ment, saved in the Lord with an everlasting salvation ; saved every day
and Zour and moment too !

TRUTH.—Christ is the fountain from whom all truth and grace flows, the

truth of all the promises made to His Church, and of all the doctrines of the
Gospel.— Huntington.

A CHRISTIAN cannot say, I have an estate in the world and I shall have lit

for ever ; but every Christian may say, I have God for my portion and I shall
have Him for ever.—Anon.
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THE MYSTERIES OF PROVIDENCE.

“ (NREAT is the mystery of godliness,” wrote St. Paul to Timothy, and

deep are the mysteries of Providence. How is it that we see men
daily intoxicated with an excess of drink, and revelling in almost every
other kind of indulgence. We see men increasing in riches till their
eyes stand out with fatness, and they have more than heart could wish.
We see them prospering and flourishing, and that in some cases without
any special effort on their part. Many of them are not more energetic
than other men; many of them are neither temperate, economical or
moral, while many and many of the Lord’s poor children, who strive to
seek His face, strive to walk in His ways, who call daily upon Him to
whom belong the gold and the silver and the cattle, call upon Him who
has said, ‘“ He will withhold no good thing from them that walk
uprightly,” and yet these are kept continually poor, afflicted, tried and
tempted, with scarcely enough of this world's goods to sustain the poor
body, and often barely enough faith (as far as a feeling experience of it
goes) to keep alive the soul. How painful and perplexing. What shall
we say to these things ? I confess I can neither understand them, recon-
cile them, nor can I feel comfortable under them ; and too often, alas!
do I get into the spirit of Jonah and feel I do well to be angry.

But think not, dear tried one, your case is a solitary one ; we have
but to turn to the Word to find much of the mysterious in the dealings
of God with His people. Look at Stephen, a man full of faith and
power, who did great wonders among the people, who did nothing but
good, and who evidently had not an unkind thought against his enemies,
and yet he is falsely accused and stoned to death. Again, what a dreadful
death was permitted to come upon John the Baptist, and how it mnst
have staggered the faith of His disciples. We read that they went
and told Jesus, and here the narrative ends. We are not permitted to
look deeper into the matter.

But shall we be faithless and unbelieving because God chooses to hide
these things from our puny understanding ? It is unreasonable to
suppose that finite minds can comprehend the workings of an Infinite
mind, and if these things were all clear to us where were the need for
faith ? Because there are mysteries in the Scriptures is a very good
evidence that they are divine. Sufficient, abundantly sufficient, is
revealed that the simplest may understand ; can we not leave with Him
the rest, Who, we are persuaded, is “ too wise to erv and too good to be
unkind !

Moreover, these apparent mysteries are clear enough when we are
permitted to see the sequel. Who can read, for instance, the story of
Joseph without seeing and adoring the matchless wisdom, forethought,
faithfulness, and tender mercy of God to Jacob and Joseph. I think I
see the dear old man when he beholds the son mourned over as dead,
when he learns the position Joseph had attained, and sees plainly how
the Lord has sent him on before to preserve their lives in the famine.
“ Now let me die,” said Jacob, **since I have seen thy face, because thou
art yet alive.” Does not this confirm that word, “ Now no chastening
for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous, nevertheless

AFTERWARD
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are
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excreised thereby.”  Cheer up then, my soul, cheer up, my fellow-pilgrim,
though it be a painful path, though it be through much tribulation we
must enter the kingdom, it will not always be night, for «“ joy cometh in
the morning.”

Poverty, unless sanctified, is undoubtedly a curse, but riches are
often a snare, and have been the ruin of many. Agur knew this when
he prayed, “ Give me neither poverty nor riches,” &c. Paul had learned
in whatsoever state he was, to be therewith content, but we cannot all
attain to his high degree. Let us, however, strive for it as well as we
can, looking up for strength to endure to the end, and not forgetting it
is written tor our comfort, ¢ What ye know not here ye shall know
hereafter.”

“Then in His light and not my own these mysteries I shall see,
And say He hath done all things well who lived and died for me.”

W. B. C.

[We can testify «“ W. B. C.”’ knows what he is writing about; afflicted in
body, harrassed in mind, and often penniless. ’

“Then is the time to trust your God.”

We might be in the same position, and may be yet for aught we know.
But, while we can, let us ‘- Bear one anothers burdens, and so {ulfil the
law of Christ.”’—J. W. B.]

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.
By M. A. J.

“ Thou art my Portion, O Lord.”’—Psalm cxix. 57.

A VERY blessed declaration, and happy the person who ‘can lay claim

to such inexpressible and glorious truth. This is truly the language
of strong faith and deep spiritual experience, and only such can claim
God as their portion who possess the spiritual qualifications ; and such
qgualifications are produced by the indwelling Spirit of Christ. Personally,
1 rather like the word PORTION. You know that it means “ that which
is shared,” or something imparted. Yes, and something received. God
has graciously devised the channel or medium throngh which He can com-
municate of Himself those gifts, graces, which supply the need and
enrich the souls of His people. These come from Him. Itis a trans-
cendant act of condescension and infinite benevolence on Jehovah’s part,
and the highest possible favour and privilege for us to receive from time
to time ouv of His fulness grace upon grace.

THE LORD IS AN ALL-SUFFICIENT PORTION.

In God is enough to supply and fill every elect vessel of mercy. Enough
in Him to satisfy all our faculties, understandings, as well as our
innumerable needs. Try and think of the infinitely beautiful per-
fections of our Heavenly Father, and all those perfections are
calculated to yield unspeakable delight to the chosen, called, and
redecmed ones. When by a precious and divinely implanted faith we
are enabled to gaze with the most penetrating eye, and to dwell with.
the most intense thought, until both liave reached their utmost limits, we
candidly confess that we discover very little of -the incomparable glory
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und beauty of His perfections. Oh, my friend, there are infinitudes
beyond, heights, depths, lengths and breadths which “eye cannot sce.”
To use the langunge of one of our glorious Puritans, when speaking of
the love of God he said, “ There are heights without top, depths without
bottom, lengths without limit, and breadths without bounds.” -So would
I say in regard tomy Lord’ssufficiency; in Him is immensity, nnmeasur-
able, unspeakable, and unsearchable riches, all of which are treasured up
in Jesus Christ for the express purpose of enriching His redeemed
children. To be one of that privileged company is to participate in all
this immense spiritual wealth. To this vaststore we bring our poverty,
our leanness, with some degree of assurance that we shall not be sent
empty away.
““ While Christ is rich I can’t be poor ;
What can I want beside 7"

Having Him I possess all things—present, future, life, death, are all
mine—I.am Christ’s and Christ is God’s.

Do not forget, ye tried saints, that you'have on your side to help you
omnipotency ; and to supply your needs immensity, all-sufficiency, which
can never, never fail. Divine streams that never cease their flowing.
“ Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.”

‘““ THE LORD IS MY PORTION.”

Here is the great privilege of all Zion’s travellers; but alas ! how very
few of us live up to our glorious privileges. Let us not be content to
feed upon ashes or husks, when we have the best fare provided. We
have “ milk and honey,” meat, marrow, and fatness, hidden manna and
bread that comes down from heaven, water of life, in a word, angels’ food.
Such is the bill of fare; and all free, ¢ without money and without price.”
For support under trials we have ‘exceeding great and precious pro-
miges.” For an anchor to stay our-frail bark we have “a living hope.”
To cheer us we have living comforts. To lighten our sorrows we have
glorious rays. To calm our minds amidst the storms we have the peace
which passeth allunderstanding. To replenish the little streams of life, we
have the fountain of life. In a word we have endless and inexhaustible
riches of grace and glory in the Lord, who is our portion. Kindly
bear in mind that these blessed provisions are not deyond our reach, but
within the reach of faith, and for that faith to appropriate these inestim-
able dainties, to live, to feed, and grow upon them daily. Then indeed
should we be *‘strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.”
Yes, then should we grow up to the stature of men in divine things,
run without weariness, and walk without fainting.

““THE LORD IS MY PORTION "—THE EFFECTS,

Those who are favoured to share in the rich provisions, and who feed
daily upon the bounties of the kingdom, will be men clothed with pro-
found humility of heart and life. They will be men of loving, tender
souls, who can bear tenderly with a brother’s weakness. They, like their
Lord, will ever show a spirit of compassion towards those who may err
in the way. They will exemplify a spirit of gentleness and meekness
towards the lambs of the fold; and especially with the suffering ones
will they exercise patience. Most earnestly will they seek to be clothed
with the garments of salvation, so that the Most High may be their
habitation.. They will indeed seek daily converse with God, because
N
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they love His compauny and fellowship, because of its peculiar delight to
the soul. Such men are the excellent of the earth, because they are in
happy harmony with heavenly things. These are without doubt the
generation of the just who walk and live by faith. Surely it is such
men as these who hold fellowship with the general assembly of the Church
of the Firstborn, the innumerable company of angels, the spirits of just
men made perfect, and with Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant.
Yes, and it is their blessed privilege to come to the *“ blood that speaketh
better things than that of Abel.” O the vast wealth of the redeemed,
the stupendous privileges of the sanctified of God the Father !

While writing these few thoughts, my soul has been moved to self-
examination, searching for the marks and evidences of the Lord’s saved
ones, whose name is “ SOUGHT 0UT,” and t