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Guivance and Glory.

By Epwarp MITCHELL.

“ Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.”—
Psa. Ixxiii. 24.

FROM time immemorial life has been likened to a journey. The
analogy is so natural and obvious that all sorts of teachers have
employed the figure. The immortal dreamer of Bedford Gaol carries
away the palm in his wonderful Pilgrim’s Progress. If life is fitly com-
pared to a journey, the succeeding years may stand for the milestones
marking our progress toward the goal. When these lines are read 189+
will be numbered with the past, and we shall have entered upon 1895.
To many of us this may prove the last stage of our journey. Happy we
in such a case if the latter clause of our text shall prove to be our ex-
perience. All of the journey yet before us lies through an unknown
country; we therefore need a guide acquainted with the path. God has
said, “ I will guide thee with Mine eye.” Taught of Him, our hearts
respond, ‘ Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel.”

These words of the Psalmist MARK A WONDROUS TRIUMPH. A
fierce conflict had been waged, and this is the note of victory. The
battle had been concerning God’s providential dealings. This is an old
battle ground. The traces of innumerable fights are left upon the field,
and most of the saints bear scars received here. To see the wicked
exalted, and the righteous abased; the ungodly in prosperity, and the
godly in poverty, is no small trial of faith. To be one of the oppressed,
afflicted and distressed ones makes the trial more severe. ‘‘ Behold, these
are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches. Their
eyes stand out with fatness; they have more than heart could wish.
Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in
innocency. For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened
every morning.” Satan had nearly obtained the victory. * My feet
were almost gone, my steps had well-nigh slipped.” I was on the verge
of the precipice, almost falling into the pit of rebellion, atheism, and

Vou. LI. January, 1895, B
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despair. These exercises, these conflicts, are terribly real, and fearfully
clistressing to some poor souls—another step, and they will be over, they
feel. DBut, blessed be God, that step is never taken by a true saint—
almost it may be, yet not quite. Just when Apollyon was about to finish
off Christian, he laid hold of his sword afresh, and with, ¢ Rejoice not
against me, O mine enemy; when I fall I shall arise,” he gave the fiend
a deadly thrust.

The sad plight of the Psalmist arose from judging according to
appearances. He had made carnal reason his solicitor, and listened to
the specious arguments of sense. Alas, how prone we are to this folly,
in spite of all warnings against it! What Bunyan says of the Slough
of Despond pertains to this bog also. Cartloads of good materials have
been cast into it, but it remains as much a slough as ever. How ofien
have we sung—

“ Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face”!
Yet when the “ frowning providences ” come again, how ready to make
the same judgment of sense! ¢ So foolish was I, and ignorant; I was
as a beast before Thee.”

The victory obtained was « matier of pure grace. Thou hast holden
me by my right hand. God’s faithfulness, rather than our faith, pre-
serves us. In the sanctuary He opens our eyes, shows us our foily,
humbles us before Himself, and gives us the victory. Circumstances
may remain unaltered, but we see them in a different light; and, casting
away our folly, we triurnph in our God, and cry, “ Thou shalt gnide me
with Thy connsel.”

We have, t00, A GRACIOUS RESOLVE INTIMATED. * Disgusted with
myself, I renounce my own supposed wisdom, and henceforth rely on
Thee alone.” Conflicts and temptations teach us our own weaknesg, and
in victory we learn where our trne strength lies. “ Zhou shalt guide
me ” is the right spirit in which to commence a new year. Our Jesus
Enows the road. He is omniscient, but He has Himself also travelled.
every step of the journey, and is therefore experimentally acquainted
with all its dangers, difficulties, and temptations. He stands pledged to
be our Guide. * Thon shalt guide me ™ in our lips is but the echo of
His promise, “I will guide thee.” We receive His word, and add our
“ Amen—so be it, Lord—we set to our geal that He is true.” We re-
member that He has infinite resources, so that nothing we can need bub
He cau supply. With what confidence we may rely upon Him; and,
though ignorant of all that lies before us, go cheerfully forward, assured
that all will be well.

This resolve is connected with @ diligent wuse of appointed means.
¢« Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel ” implies waiting on the Lord for
direction. 'To obtain counsel from God we must apply to Him. We
must wait upon Him at His throne, and wait for Him to make known
His will. The Psalmist waited upon God also in His sanctnary. There
the mystery was unravelled, and the snare broken. God not un-
frequently makes His counsels known through His ministering servants.
We must also diligently search His Word. There His counsels are re-
vealed. The Word of God is the chief instrument the Holy Spirit

mploys in enlightening and directing His people. Humbly seeking
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Him in His own appointed ways, He will favour us with His counsels,
direct us in the way we should go, and lead us in safe places.

The language expresses also A GLORIOUS EXPECTATION, “And after-
ward receive me to glory.,” Guidance through life, and glory after life.
Safety all the journey through, and everlasting glory at its close. This
reminds us that grace and glory are indissolubly connected. Whom God
guides He will assuredly glorify. “ They go from strength to strength,
every one in Zion appeareth before God.” He that is guided by the
counsel of God cannot fail to reach the better country.

‘“ The paths of (human) glory lead but to the tomb,”

The path of God leads to eternal glory beyond the tomb. This hope ig
admirably adapted to comfort and cheer our hearts. What 1895 has in
store for us we none of us know. What dark or bending lines may be
written in God’s decrees we cannot tell. How rough, rugged, or crooked
the path may prove we know not. But whatever the character of the
road may prove to be, glory awaits us at its termination. ‘The suffer-
ings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
that shall be revealed in us.” Let us comfort ourselves and one another
with this sweet expectation.

The home-welcome of our blessed Lord rings through these words.
“The Lord will give grace and glory ” is a sweet word, but Thou shalt
“receive me to glory ” is sweeter. Jesus Himself will be there to receive
us to glory. He has entered into His glory, and will say to His own,
* Enter thou into the joy ”—the glory—* of thy Lord.” ¢ Come and
share My glory, come and partake of the bliss of thy Lord.” The home
welcome, the loving reception by our Lord, puts the topstone on the
believer's joy and glory—

’ “ Come in, thou blessed, sit by Me,
With My own life I ransomed thee,
The Lord to each will say:
Thou now shalt dwell with Me at home;

Ye blissful mansions, make him room,
For ever here to stay.”

“Ah, Lord, enable me from my heart to say—Let this be the motto of my

life, ¢ Thou shalt guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me
to glory.””

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. L

Mgr. WALTER ABBOTT,

Deacon of Mount Zion Chapel, Chadwell-sireet, Clerkenwell, and Treasurer of the
Strict Baptist Misston.

HEN requested to forward a copy of my photograph, accompanied

by a short autobiographical sketch for the January number of

our magazine, my first feelings were—man, poor man, once God’s puve
Creation, made a little lower than the angels, but now, whilst in a state
of fallen nature, a creature of unrest, without hope and without God in
the world, ever asking who will show us any good? Ever seeking for
satisfaction, ever learning, but never able to come to the knowledge of the
trath,—1 felt, is it not a piece of vanity ? At least it seemed so, to
look upon the mere face or likeness. Then I thought of the words of
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the apostle, “who, when they saw the grace of God in them, were glad.”
Now, through merey having a humble hope of being a partaker of divine
grace, it is my earhest prayer and desire that such a passage as the following
may arise in the* heart, “ Give God the glory, for the man is a sinner.”
Who can look upon the form of a sweet child in the flush of health
and beanty withoul seeing a part of God's glory in creation; or who
can gaze upon God’s creature in the strength of manhood and not
admire and marvel at the divine workmanship? Again, who can think
of the vast intellectual powers with which some of God’s servants are
endowed ; their many great gifts and graces, without behelding the
infinite glory and perfection of His works? But I notice next the glory

of the Spirit's work in regeneration, the glory of new creating, sustaining
grace.

* My heart shall triumph in my Lord,
And bless His works, and bless His Word ;
Thy works of grace, how bright they shine !
How deep Thy counsels, how divine!”

It is now time I began to tell of how and when the Lord began to:
implant His holy fear in my heart, and here I beg the gracious Spirit
to be my remembrancer, Up to the age of about fourteen I resided at
the place of my birth, Chipping Hill, Witham, Essex; my parents being-
both called home about two years previously. I say home, for of this I
have no doubt in regard to my beloved mother. In relation to my dear
father, though affectionate and kind, yet it was not my privilege to
feel so assured of his state. But here I desire to express a conviction,
long cherished: That the work of grace may, in many thousands of
instances, be compressed intoa “Lord, remember me;” “God, be merciful
to me a sinner;” and a ¢ Lord, help me,” or even an agsenting nod by a
beloved, afflicted oue to the preciousness of the Lord Jesus. -

In the providence of God I was brought to London and apprenticed
in the year 1852. On leaving home my brother gave me a prayer book,.
an aunt a Bible, and an aged Christian lady some of J. C. Ryle’s tracts.
After business, I was secluded in my little bedroom, where I was drawn:
eagerly to peruse the above, and for a time regularly attended Church,
snbsequently being confirmed. Here, again, let me pause to remark
that, whilst thousands doubtless neither know or are concerned.about»
what they are doing, I can at least say, I was serious and sincere.
Ahout this time a boy about two years my semior began to preach at
New Park-street ; that boy was the now glorified servant of the Lord,
C. H. SPURGEON : a name, I rejoice, no longer mentioned whisperingly 1o
our denomination, but whose memory is blessed, sweet with the holy
fragrance of our precious Jesus. The power of the Holy Spirit
attending the word endeared that great man's testimony to my heart.
Not one, but many texts were opened up, the following amongst them,
never to lose its savour, ¢ He shall build the Temple of the Lord, and
He shall bear the glory.” ) .

Two or three years later I used to go, in company with her who 18
now my dear wife, to hear that faithful, unflinching, yet ]_ove-satnratedl
preacher, JoRN FOREMAN, whose ministry was greatly enjoyed. After
a time I was led to attend Bethesda, where the loved departed J. 8.
AXDERSON was pastor, and by whom I was baptized. Eventually
settling down, and joining the Church at Chadwell-street, where it Wa%
my privilege to hear with soul-profit the gifted and gaintly MR. JOHN.
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HAzELTON, until he was called to enter into that rest which it was his
delight to dwell upon, causing his favoured hearers sometimes alinost to
feel they had reached the golden gates of the celestial city. Since then
it has been my happiness to sit under the ministry of the esteemed and
beloved pastor, MR. E. MiTcHELL, whom the church and congregation
coutinue to hear with great acceptance.

In conclusion, what has the writer to say as Treasurer of our beloved
Strict Baptist Mission ? First, he asks for the earnest prayers of his
brethren and sisters. Next for their continued liberality that the Christ-
like service of sending the good news and glad tidings of salvation to
our stations abroad, may be owned and blessed to the conversion and
building up of precious souls and the glory of our blessed Lord and
Master. We are watching and praying for a good brother to take the
position of resident superintendent of our Mission in India. The
sailing has been through troublons waters during the past year, but, the
Lord helping us, we purpose sticking to the ship.

A TRIBUTE OF LOVE TO MR. ABBOTT FROM A PILGRIM TO ZION

May heaven's rich blessings in abundance fall

Upon our brother, filling him with all

The joy and peace of God. May he indeed

Have ‘- days of heaven and earth,” and constant feed

Upon the Son of God, and thereby grow

Into His gracious image here below.

May God Almighty prosper him still more,

And bless his home, his basket, and his store.

How many hearts, disconsolate and sad,

Have been by his bright influence made glad !

How many aged pilgrims love to hear

His voice in prayer, in counsel, and in cheer!

God grant that all who love him here below

With him to the bright realms of bliss may go,

And join in sweetest unison to raise

To our blest Triune God a song of praise.
December 16th,

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
Home anxp ComymoN THINGS.—No. I.

HIS was the title of a book T had when I was a little girl, and I thought

I might write you a few letters on the subjects suggested by it.

* Home " is a pleasant word, is it not ? I dare say you have often sung
the refrain:

‘** Home, home, sweet home,
Be it ever s0o humble, there's no place like home.”

. AsT was telling some of my young friends some time ago, ¢ home

18 a good old English word, and I well remewmber a minister once saying,

we don’t find its equivalent in every language. In the French, for instance,

it becomes La Maison—the house—but the house where we dwell is not

Necessarily some. “ Home is where the heart is,” where loving and

beloved ones are, and where our tenderest feelings linger, and our dearest

Joys are found.  The spot where true affection flourishes, and kindly

words and deeds abound, whether it be a palace or a cottage, a mansion
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or a gartet, is reaily and truly “home.” Many of you enjoy this privilege,
and you can say,
“ 1 have a dear and happy homs,

And much that home I love !
Show your love to it, then, by trying to make it still more homelike, by
promoting the happiness of those around you in every possible way.
There is a saying that “ The Englishman’s house is his castle,” and this
is largely true of English homes; we live usually with our street-door
closed, and no one, as a rule, can enter without leave; but neither our
patent latches and locks, our bolts or bars, can keep out some unwelcome
visitors—sorrow and loss, disease and pain, and that grim monarch death
can force their way into any earthly home, and rich and poor may alike
be compelled to receive their undesired attentions.

But 1 was thinking about a home in which we may always find peace
and rest and joy; a home that can never be harmed by fire or flood, or
be invaded by warlike soldiers or greedy robbers, where provisiong never
run short, and grief never enters,and where ruthless death and dark
decay never can come.

You say I mean heaven, but that is not the name of this delightful
abode, for we may dwell in it now while we live here on earth, and many
a godly man and woman has lived in it before they reached the *land of
pure delight where saints immortal reign,” and have proved that there is
a heavenly resting-place to be found in this world, a safe retreat,a
blessed hiding-place from every storm and danger. Moses said in his
prayer, which forms the 90th Psalm, ¢ Lord, T%ou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations; ” and David prayed, ** Be 70w my strong habi-
tation, whereunto I may continually resort;” and again, * When my
heart is overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock that is higher than I.” Yes,
(tod Himself is His people’s home, and he that dwelleth in love—holy
Christian love—dwelleth in God and God in him.

What a wonderful home have they who dwell in God by faith ! The
conies—the little creatures in the East, something like our rabbits—are
bat feeble folk, yet they make their houses in the rocks—not only on b_he
rock, but 1n its clefts—and there they are safe from their pursuers, wild
animals, or men. And happy are they who can say,

* Rock of Ages! cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.”
Yes, it is in the clefts, the recesses of the rocks, that the conies live and
the doves have their home; defenceless, helpless creatures themselves,
their strong habitation is their strength; upon the rocks they might be
easily captured, WITHIN them they are secure. Aud so Jesus Christ
and Him crucified ” is the believer’s hiding place, the sinner’s only refuge
from God’s holy law and righteous anger, from Satan, who like a fowler
seeks to ensnare them, or like some ravenous bird or beast of prey
threatens to destroy them, and from all the dangers that surround them.
“ Come, My people,” He says, ““enter into thy chambers, and r’s,hub thy
doors about thee, hide thyself until these calamities be overpast.
“ There is a safe, a secret place
Beneath the wings divine,

Reserved for all the heirs of grace,
O be that Refuge mine ! "

Be it yours, dear readers. May you each seek and find it for your own
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this new year, and dwelling here, you can never by any possihility become
homeless or destitute, for nothing present or future, above or beneath,
within or around, shall be able to separate you from the love of God
which is in Christ Jesus the Lord. May He be our everlasting, most
happy, and glorious Home. H. S. L.

PILGRIM PAPERS.

By E. MarsH.
THE PROMISED VISIT.
“I will see you again, and your beart shall rejoice.”—John xvi. 22.

AN anything compare with the touching, tender, loving address teo
the sorrowing disciples by their ever-loving Lord? How He entered
into their heart’s grief, as only Jesus could! How well He knew their
lack of understanding! but for which they had rejoiced in what He said.
Not one of these then addressed but to-day “ know even as they are
known,” and see Him as He is. No more mystery clouds His words,
but in the light of their eternal glory they can now rejoice that He said
unto them, “ I go away.” Even so, dear fellow pilgrim, yet a little while,
and He that shall come, will come, and will not tarry, and then shall we
see what to-day we believe that even the hidings of His face and the
mournings for an absent Lord were among the all things ordered well.
Beloved, this is a precious promise as we enter upon another year. He
will fulfil it to all ** who look for Him;” for He says with
¢ No ¢if’ or ¢ but ’ to foul the stream
Or peradventure here:”
“1 will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no
man taketh from you.”

True disciples only know the value of His presence. *‘ Depart from
us " was once our language; *“ Come, Lord Jesus, come,” is the longing
of the same heart now. What a change! None but God could effect
it. Many tried but failed. He spake, and it was done. The change
was internal, but wrought its own external evidence. The Author of
those things, once hated by Paul, was Jesus; but no sooner had he seen
Him for himself than all that was His was lovely in his sight, and he
laboured to build up that which he once so laboured to destroy. Love
to Christ is the living seal of life in Him. This life has its own * pure
language,” with a depth of meaning the formalist can never fathom, says:

“\Vithout Thee I cannot live,
Without Thee dare not die;”
and,
“’Tis heaven to dwell in Thine embrace,
And nowhere else but there.”

_ His promise to «“ see you again’ is a precious reminder of some former
visit or wisits. Yes! wvisits, for they have not been few. The old Bible
has some tear-stains, has it not, dear pilgrim, when bowed down you met
Him there who lifted you up? Oh, what a word was that to your soul,
which, while the white foam of the surging billows of trouble—trouble
only your Lord knew of —enabled you to “be still " knowing—

* This God was the God you adored,
Your faithful unchangeable Friend;

Whose love was as large as His power,
And neither knew measure nor end.”
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*“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him,” and oh, how
secret, mysterious beyond erpression are those love-visits of Jesus to
pilgrim disciples on their homeward journey !

*“ His former visits we recount,
On Mizar's Hill and Eermon's Mount,”

In proportion as His presence was valued, His absence will be
mourned. Every name He bears describes His grace relationships, and
recognised responsibilities to His people. Was ever a father, a mother, a
brother, a friend, to be compared with Him? Teir vacant seats may
fill our hearts with sorrow to-day, but what could assuage the sorrow
of that soul were it possible to lose for ever our Lord ? Our eternal
hope has not died with their departure, for they could uever say,
“ Because I live, ye shall live also.” Thus we value Him, for “ He is
our life.” To pass one day without some communion with Christ must
make the soul long for His appearing, for the sorrow from His absence
will be according to the value of His presence. Oh, what joy to talk with
our Lord by the way, and know the Shepherd’s voice! and true it is also—

“ While of Thy absence we complain,
And long or weep in all we do,

There’s a strange pleasure in the pain,
And tears bave their own sweetness tog.”

Even while He vs absent His promise is our stay. It is His own
word, “ T wll see you again.” Is it not given to be pleaded and trusted ?
“Put Me in remembrance,” He says. His promise does strengthen the
heart, for however many a change He may will for us, He will never
change His will toward us. We know not where He may will to lead
us through this year ; the *“dark lines’’ and “bright scenes” are with
Him at present, for us to-day He says, “ I will see you.” This promise
supports our faith, for it is its food, our love, for He is our Lord, our
hope, for He never has, and never can fail. The tunnel darkness of
some trying pathway may be before us, but ““I will see you  urges our
feet onward, for we know the best of all sights lays on before, and we
close by noticing the joy of His visit lo-day is the sure earnest of our
eternal portion.

Not without some heart-melting are these lines penned as the
promised visit bids us look up for our coming Lord. There is to-day a
real joy in His presence, The service of the sanctuary, the ordinances
of His house, the fellowship of saints, the humble hope that He will
condescend to use us in some way for the welfare one of another, have all
a real joy ‘“for Jesus’ sake.” And is all this but for the fleeting moments
of our pilgrim days? Ab, no! a thousand times no. Not even pledyes
are they of she future, but eurnesis—a part of the whole—a little
spending money from the wealth that is laid up for us in Chuist.
“ Your heart shall rejoice” indeed then, when

“You sce His face,
Angd never, never 8in ;

But from the ocean of His grace
Drink encless pleasures in.”

Blessed Lord, do enable us more than we lave done to—

‘“ Bless Thee for all that is past,
And trust Tkee for all that’s to come.”
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A STRAIGHT TALK WITH THE UNCONVERTED.
By R. E. SEars.

EAR TRIEND,—This magazine is put into your hand with an
earnest desire for your spiritual welfare. These few words you
may soon read; but we ask yon to think over them, and to ponder them
in your heart., Many, perhaps, are wishing you
A HAPPY NEW YEAR!
But in your present state how can you expect it? How can you
be happy without God? How can your soul be happy while dead to all
spiritual hope ? How can you have happy thoughts if the mind is
carnal, and *sold under sin ?”  How can yon have visions of coming
glory if your eyes are blinded by the god of this world ? How can you
know the thrilling strains of heavenly harmonies if your ears are deaf to
the voice of God? How can you have happy fellowship with God if
you are dumb in prayer? How can you be happy if your heart is
ice-bound in the North sea of alienation to God? Lovingly we ask
you to
CONSIDER YOUR WAYS.
For what bhave you been living ? Are your footprints found in the
“old paths that wicked men have trodden?” The path may have been
pleasant to the carnal mind ; but where does it lead ? You may glide
merrily along, but oh ! the rapids are below you! The devil’s banquet
may be a jovial affair, but presently the music will cease, the lights will
be extinguished, and out into the dark night of sorrow you will be for
ever cast! You cannot have the riotous living without the penalty
being paid! You cannot sow your wild oats without reaping the
harvest !
Fleshly lusts will be followed by corruption. Every deed done in
the dark will be manifest in the light of eternity. How sad to be
WITHOUT CHRIST.

The darkness comes, but without Christ there is no light to disperse
it; the storm-clouds gather, the winds blow a hurricane, but without
Christ there is no refuge ; He only is the Pilot, Lifeboat, and Haven !
Disease comes, but without Christ there is no physician; trouble comes,
but without Christ there is no friend ; you have sins, but no one to
save you ; you are polluted, but have no fountain to cleanse you ; you
are naked, but have no garment to clothe you ; you are poor, but there
is no wealth to supply you ; you are hungry, but there is no bread to
satisfy you ; you are thirsty, but there is no water to drink ; you have
foes, but no one to defend you ; you have fears, but no one to comfort
you. He who is without Christ is without hope ; death is coming, and
judgment will follow, and after the judgwent everlasting punishment.

To enter into life

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN.

We despair not, dear friend, even of your salvation, for ¢ power
belongeth unto God.” Hope of present happiness and future blessedness
lies not, in the free-will of man, but in the sovereign grace of God. The
divine Spirit can give life, and life has its needs; the living soul feels
1ts helplessness, it cries to God in prayer, it reads the Book of Truth
with a reverent desire to know the will of God; the Gospel becomes a
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joyful souud, and as Christ becomes known He is trusted ; and trusting
in Him, peace comes to keep the heart and mind ; and in following in
Jesus’ footsteps present happiness is enjoyed, in which we have the hope
of futnre bliss.

JESUS IS THE SINNER'S FRIEND.

Do you see your sin ? Is it a burden to you? We point you to
the Lamb of God. Are you now longing to be saved ? He is able fo
save lo the witermost; and He is willing to save even the chief of
sinners. Ol the sweet music of His voice ! * Come unto Me!” Here
is the balm for your every wound, peace for your troubled mind, and a
fulness of joy, both now, and for evermore. You need no letter of
recommendation to come to Him; His call is your warrant, and His
merit is your only plea. No preparation is required, you may come
Just as you are; and you may come just now. He has come to you in
loving kindness, and you may come to Him with confidence; He has
come to you in sovereign grace, and you may come to Him with
implicit trust.

FEAR NOT.

Keep not back because of your fear. Why doubt Him? Has he ever
cast out a coming sinner? Let not sin keep you back, for His blood
cleanseth us from all sin ; the foulest stain departs at its potent touch.
Let not Satan keep you back, you have been his willing slave long
enough, be not deceived by his lying words any longer. * Incline your
ear, and come unto Me,” says the Master, ‘‘ hear, and your soul shall
live ; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, even che sure
mercies of David.” The coming sinner will be brought into the bond
of the covenant, and he will find everlasting life; manifold mercies are
there, and all are sure.

Dear friend, “Ask, and it shall be given yon; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” Whosoever findeth JEsus,
findeth LirE! May 1895 be to you indeed a year of grace, happiness,
and peace.

If Christ is yours “all is well.”

“ This New Year Thou givest me,
Lord, I consecrate to Thee,

With all its nights and days ;

Fill my hand with service blest,

Fill my heart with boly rest,
And fill my life with praise.”

«THIS YEAR THOU SHALT DIE.”

(Jer. xxviii. 16).
By E. WHITE.

“ WHAT a gloomy message to bring us,” someone exclaims, * cannob

you write on a more cheerful subject than death ; let us hear of
life and pleasure, its pursuits and pastimes.” Nevertheless, averse as we
may be to listen to such solemn words as *“This year thou shalt die,” yet
it is absolutely certain that some who read these lines will be numbered
with the dead ere this year shall close, The hour is fixed for their
departure. This year they will exchange worlds; the sands in the hour-
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glass of their life have nearly run out; a few more steps and the grave
will close over their mortal remains. It is scarcely possihble, amongst
the numerous readers who scan these pages, all will be alive when
another year is ushered in. To all of us

IT IS PROBABLE.

We cannot tell. It iz wisely hidden in the purpose of our God.
Present health cennot ensure our immunity from death. Insidious
disease may be lurking in our veins, doing its fatal work, hurrying us
on silently, surely to the tomb. Or swift death may overtake us in the
hey-day of health and busy plans for the future. We are at the will of
our Creator, who may summons us at any time to appear in His presence.
This fact to some is ferrible. To be ushered into eternity with the
guilt of accumulated years upon the conscience, with no hope beyond
the present life, no Saviour to cheer a dying hour and light up the dark
valley with His presence. Well may the soul shrink and tremble with
horror as it is dragged unwillingly into the presence of a Holy God.
Such would fain put off the thoughts of death as a sumbject too painful
to contemplate; but though 'they may try to avoid the thought they
cannot the fact, This year,if God so wills, they must die. To others it is
a subject causing many doubts. “ They all their lifetime, through fear
of death, have been in bondage.” How will it be with me then—shall I
feel the bottom in the swellings of Jordan’s river and find it good? Am
I one for whom Christ died, and has taken away death’s sting ? Will
it prove that all my hopes will vanish in that dread hour as a midnight
dream ? Will the Lord be there to welcome me ? or shall I be left
A PREY TO SATAN,

the companion for ever of lost souls. Such fears prove a guickened
soul, an awakened conscience, a trembling hope, which death cannot
drown, for it is God-given. That light which burns but dimly in he
breast shall not be put out in eternal darkness.

To some the thought of death is ewelcome. It will free them from
pain and sorrow, from lingering couches of weakness, where oft the
prayer has been breathed in quiet submission, yet with fervent desire,
“Lord, when wilt Thou come and take Thy longing child to Thyself ?”
Some afflicted saints have held such long converse with death, have
dwelt so near the confines of another world, that death has lost its
terror, he wears more the face of a friend, who waits to open the door
and usher them into the presence of the King. It will be a welcome
messenger who brings them to the beloved of their souls. Oft hath He
spoken to them in sweet accents of love, and they long with intense
desire to see His face, bask in the effulgence of His glory, when earth
clouds have all departed, which hide Him from their eyes. * This year
thou shalt die,” will end all their conflicts, satisfy the utmost longing of
their soul. The consummation of their ardent prayers, their everlasting
bliss will then begin when death-shades are passed, the victory won.
“Reader, is this thy hope and expectation ?”

December, 1894,

JESUS is such a King that, in a spiritual sense, He makes all His
subjects kings. He hath a crown of glory for every subject “ who
bath made us to our God kings and priests "—all kings, all heirs, all
favourites, all sons.— Dyer.
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THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.—I.

By H. A. NoEL-THATCHER.

"¢ Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God. . . . Walk

about Zion,” &e.—Psa. xlviii.
HE city of the great King ! It is an enclosed city. * Salvation will
Grod appoint for walls and bulwarks " (Isa. xxvi. 1). ‘“Thou shalt call
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise ”’ (Isa. Iz. 18). * A wall great
and high, having twelve gates. . . . On the east three gates; on the
north three gates; on the south three gates; and on the west three
gates ” (Rev. xxi. 12, 13). “ Many shall come from the east and west,
and shall sit down with Abraham aund Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom
of heaven ”’ (Matt. viii. 11). “I will say to the north, Give up; and to
the south, Keep not back: bring My sons from far, and My daughters
from the ends of the earth ™ (Isa. xliii. 6).

The injunction (ver. 12): “ Walk about Zion.”

The promise: * They shall run, and not be weary; and they shall
walk, and not be faint” {Isa. xl. 31). * Whoso is wise and will observe
these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord ” (Isa. cvii. 43). _

FouNpATIONS.

Zion i8 “ a city that hath Foundations, whose builder and maker is
God” (Heb. xi. 10). * His Foundation is in the holy mountains”
(Psa. lxxxvii. 1).

“ The holy mountains ”: Where shall we look for these ? The first
which meets the inquiring gaze is the Everlasting Purpose of the
Triune: “ The eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our
Lord ” (Eph. iii. 11) before the world began, when the first Existence
in the ever-glorious Trinity questioned, “ Whom shall I send, and who
will go for Us?”" and the co-equal Word undertook the glorious work
of redemption in the solemn answer, “ Here am I; send Me ”’ (Isa. vi. 8):
when the ““ counsel of peace was between them both” (Zech. vi. 13);
and the Eternal Spirit coincided in the covenant of grace, of which the
Redeemer in prophecy exclaims, “ Lo, I come: in the volume of the
Book it is written of Me” (Psa. xl. 7). “A body hast Thou prepared
Me ” (Heb. x. 5).

The Incarnation, Work, Sufferings, Death, Resurrection, and Inter-
cession of Christ,—these form the “foundation ” of Zion. ¢ Behold, I
lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-
stone, a sure foundation ”’ (Isa. xxviii. 16). ** Other foundation can no
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ” (1 Cor. iii. 11).

(T'o be continued,)

As soon as cever afflictions seize us we cry ont, “ My grief, my griet!’
instead of saying, *My guilt, my guilt!” When Job was in this frame he
could not magnify his grief euough. “OL,” said he, “that my grief were
thoroughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the halances together; for now
it would be heavier than the sand of the sea: therefore my words are
swallowed up,” or as the wargin, “I waut words to express my grief
(Job vi. 2).  How slowly convictions decpen, even with the most exercised
saints!— feufus.
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.
Br M. A. J.

THE mountain of difficulties I had imagined when contemplating
joining the Church, especially the terrible ordeal of appearing
before the assembly, speedily vanished, and after all T found things very
different from the ugly image I, in ignorance, had erected. To appear
before the Church is probably the one great trial of many young dis-
ciples. Nevertheless, I would say for the encouragement of such, that
generally “ the lions are chained.” But not to go over ground already
trodden, I shall proceed to relate another new experience, which follows,
viz., receiving the right hand of Christian fellowship,and a few words
“fitly spoken.” To-day I feel exceedingly thankful that, although many
years have passed since then, I still cherish the fragrance of those happy
moments. The pastor of the Church was a shrewd, kind, sympathetic,
and profoundly spiritually-minded man. He spoke to ns in turn, giving
us the most fatherly advice, admonishing us to he constant in attendance
upon the means of grace : to read the Word, and to be fervent in prayer
at the throne, as often as circnmstances would permit. He clearly
pointed out that we should henceforth make the Church our home, con-
tributing for its support according to our ability; and to avoid the evil
habit of running off to other places, because such practice does more
harm than all the good can do you may get. Then he added, very
solemnly, another bit of excellent advice, “ that we, by our act and deed,
took upon ourselves to share the responsibilities as well as the privileges
of the Church.”
I must confess that inwardly I had my misgivings, and for 2 moment
a tinge of regret took hold of me. However, there I was, a poor, timid
creature, as nervous as any mortal could be; but when the bread and
wine came round, I was enabled to lose sight of responsibility about
Church prosperity, and to meditate upon the “ broken body” and shed
blood of the blessed Redeemer. Oh, how I enjoyed that means of grace,
for it was a *‘ time of love,” and from that day to the present I can
honesily say that I have always esteemed and highly prized the hallowed
ordinance of my Lord’s own institution, as the most profoundly sacred,
and most spiritual banquet of all the means in connection with the
Church of Christ. For truly, if piety of heart, love and gratitnde are
deepened in the soul, it is when we “ do this in remembrance of Me.” It
is when we sit around the table that we enter into and appreciate the
spirit of Dr. Watts’ beautiful hymn—

Why was I made to hear Thy voice, '"Twas the same love that spread the feast
And enter while there’s room; That sweetly forced me in,

When thousands makea wretched choice, | Else we had still ne'er had a taste
And rather starve than come? And perished in our sin.

Truly, no language better describes the devout Christian’s thoughts than
this. ¢ Ah, adorable Jesus ! often when I have asked, ‘ Why was I made
to hear Thy voice ?’” I am bound to confess that I can find no answer
more appropriate than Thy own words: *“ Even so, Father, for so it seems
good in Thy sight.” Oh, what a sense of sin on the one hand, and wha};
boundless love on the other! Truly, “this was compassion like a god.”
Thus when the child of God can calmly meditate upon the exceeding
riches of grace, and contemplate the love which passeth knowledge—
“’Tis here (there) I find my heaven.” Yes, fellow-traveller, when we
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can sit at His feet, hear His voice and rejoice in His mercy, and glory in
His salvation, and exult in the uplifted cross, then * Sinful sweets are all
forgot.” and we feast on love divine, cherishing the sweet and darlin
hope of one day ““sitting down at{the marriage supper of the Lamb.”

My dear young Christian brother, let an older brother exhort you by
the mercies of our covenant-keeping God, do not absent yourself from the
table. If you would be strong in the faith, full of living hope, mighty
in the daily conflicts, and victorious in battle, then, by all means, punc-
toally, prayerfully, and regularly attend this Divice ordinance. There
the Elder Brother comes; His Spirit is felt, and His benediction of love
rests upon those who gather there time after time. To such the promises
are given that those ‘“who wait” are to mount up on eagle’s wings:
those who gather together are sure of the —“Iamin the midst.”” Often has
the writer been pained in seeing the * vacant seat” of those who profess
to be followers of Christ. Let us, dear reader, make it a point to be
there, for well do we know, whoever may be absent, our Lord will meet
us there.

JOTS AND TITTLES; OR, THE PRECISION OF PRO-
PHECY AND NARRATION IN SCRIPTURE.
No. 1.

“Verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the law till all be fulfilled.”—Matt. v. 18.

THE inspired volume of old was compiled and written in languages in

which every stroke and point of a letter was important, and each
,iota ” often told for a great deal. The jots and tittles of the Greek
often made a great difference in the meaning of a word or a sentence,
and many peculiar ¢ points " in the Hebrew were of great service in
exactly defining the sense the Holy Spirit intended to convey; and all
this is made a figure, a symbol and picture of the certainty of the fulfil-
ment of every word of God, for the emphatic reason, “ The mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.” The subject is a very wide and extensive
one, and the whole Bible is brimful of illustrations of the exactness of
the sacred records, both in their predictions and narrations; and even
the discrepancies which have been so dilated upon by objectors have in
many instances proved, upon close investigation, so many additional
links in the chain of evidence that proves the Book of books to be
divine,

But the words which suggested the title of my subject are the first
prophecy of salvation God ever uttered to fallen man, which we often
call the first promise, but was really the terrible threat God pronounced
upon the serpent, though it was full of grace and mercy to Adam and
his posterity. “ I will,” said the Lord God, “ put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.” A prediction of salvation through
the deep sufferings of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the Church of Rome
kas wrested this Scripture, and by making the pronoun feminine, and
rendering it, * She shall bruise thy head,” has declared that the Virgin
Mary was intended; and then, to impress the public mind the more with
the idea, has in Popish countries caused pictures and sculptures to be
exhibited, representing the Virgin as trampling on a serpent, sometimes
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alone, sormetimes with Jesus as a tiny infant in Aer strong-looking hands
or arms—a mere parody of the sublime and sacred trath taught in the
emphatic saying of Jehovah, which thus early showed that, since by
man came death, by man should also come resurrection and life, and the
very depth of the fall should only increase the height of the glovious
exaltation which Lternal Wisdom designed for all the objects of His
love. The pronoun translated “it” may mean either “he,” “she,” or
“jt,” the male, female, or neuter; and if that were our only clue, we
should have to admit that, though we are sure it menns Jesus, we could
not prove to the satisfaction of a doubting critic that it cannot be other-
wise. But here the “ jots and tittles” come to our assistance. In our
own tongue verbs have no gender—bruise is simply bruise, whether the
act is performed by a man, a woman, or a falling piece of wood, iron, or
stone; the Hebrew verbs, however, are different, and the verb employed
by God in the words under notice is masculine, and therefore it is, « He
shall bruise thy lead,” and the false Church is therefore proved to be
fundamentally wrong in her presumptuous assertions, and her wily en
deavours to take the crown from the head of Emmanuel and place it on
hers who was gladly, thankfully satisfied to take her place among the
favoured millions for whom Jesus lived and died on earth, and reigns
and pleads on high.

Yes, it seems abundantly evideut, the more we study the inspired
volume, that the Holy Spirit, foreseeing all the attacks that would be
made upon Christ and His Gospel, provided against all emergencies;
and there, imbedded in the sacred text, awaiting the coming of the
earnest searcher after the goodly pearls of heavenly wisdom, lies the
precious treasure which isable to enrich the soul with wisdom that is more
precious than rubies, and to which all temporally desirable things cannot
for a moment be compared.

And, controversial purposes apart, is it not a cheering thought, to all
who love the Lord Jesus, that every word of God is so pure, like silver
seven times refined ! O may we rest upon it more, search the Scriptures
more diligently, and in them may we often hear the living voice of onr
Beloved saying, “I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End-
ing, the First and the Last,” and may our glad hearts respond, “ Yes,
Christ is all and in all, and Christ is mine, and He who bruised Satan's
head in His own glorious Person will bruise him under our feet shortly;
and now we are, and soon shall be, more gloriously manifested, as being
‘more than conquerors through Him who hath loved us’”! Blessed
be His holy name! Amen.

THE LATE SAMUEL FOSTER.

)!\’ dear father was born at Broad Qak, near Sturry, on June 2ud, 1821, In
lis carly days he attended the “Church of England,” and it was while a can-
didate for confirmation that the Lord commenced the work of grace in his
soul. One of the responses cut him to the quick; he could not vepeat it, feeling
it to be untrue; and yet, after it was repeated by the other candidates, he
shouted it out to his confusion. Iu 1839 lLe was laptized by the late Mr. C.
W. Banks, and joined the Cliurch at Canterbury, then meeting in St. Joln's-
lane.  For somé years he was a deacon of the Canterbury cause, and foralong
time previous to his death was the oldest member,  He married in 1845, and
M 1849 his long and painful afliction commenced.  In August, 188D, my dear
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mother died: for thirty-six vears she had been his patient nurse.  This was a
severe blow, and to the day of his death my father mourned his loss. Refer-
ring to the portion mentioned elsewhere, “ When thou passest through the
waters,” &c., T find a letter written by my dear mother, in the early part of
hix illness, to a lady on the subject. In her letter she says, in speaking of his
suflerings, he said, *“ I know, O Lord, Thy judgments are right, and that Thou in
faithfulness hast afflicted me.” And blessed God, for putting him in the fur-
nace of affliction, and that he would not have one pain more or less than was
appointed him. He felt the Lord dealt very gently with him, and at times,
when in the greateat agony. the sweet communion with his dear Saviour has
raised him above his pain, and he has exclaimed,

‘¢ Sweet affliction,
Thus to bring me near to God.”

The lady.an extract from whase letter is given, writes me that many of his
prayers on her and her family’s behalf have been answered, and she believed
more would be answered. '

On June 10th, 1894, he was taken much worse with a most painful afflic-
tion. and this, added to his other aftlictions, intensified his sufterings. One
could not but grieve to see him lay as helpless as a baby in great agouny, and
vet not a murmur.  How often has he repeated:—

‘ Did Christ, my Lord, suffer, and shall I repine ?

About this time he had an epileptic fit which much weakened him. On August
3rd, the Lord was pleased in a measure to relieve his painful affliction for
which he was very thankful. He did not, however, recover the effects of the
fit: it affected his head so much that at times he did not know where he was,
but although often lost to surrounding objects, he was always clear on spiritual
matters and his prayers lost none of their simplicity and power. At times
when very confused, how he has prayed that the Lord would spare him his
reason, which He did.

The Bible was his constant companion; indeed, this was always so. I
way sav that it was his meat and drink, as at times he was so swallowed up in
reading the portions so sweet to him as not to notice things around him. As
iis memory failed him, he often asked me to find portions for him, and he
would then frequently repeat them from memory. He always told the Lord
all his troubles were they ever so small. I have often been in his room and
he has been praying, asking the Lord to take him; he was a burden to himself
aud to others. And have heard him repeat:—

¢ Jesus, I long for Thee,
And sigh for Canaan's shore.”

This verse was also very sweet to him:—

“ As gold from the flame, I'll bring thee at last,
To praise Him for all thro’ which thou hast past.”

At 5 a.m., Oct. 31st, he bad another fit. He rallied from that, but at 7 o'clock
Lie was seized by another from which lie never came out. He laid four days
ina deep sleep, and on Sunday morning, Nov. 4th, with scarcely a_struggle,
passed away, aged seventy-three years. When he rallied from the first fit he
tried to talk. I heard him say, “That 1 may know Him and the power of His
resurrection.” This portion has been very sweet to him; these portions also
he was always asking me to find: “ And the Lord shall guide thee continu-
ally ” (Isa. lviil. 11); “Then I will commune with thee,” &e. (Exod. xxv. 22).
This verse he was also constantly repeating:—

¢ Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly.”
I liave often awoke in the night and heard Lim in prayer, and he has said in

. : . PRI

the morning, * Jesus and I have had sweet communion in the night. . H‘e
. . . 1"

often said, “ T am alone, yet not alone; for Jesus is with me. The miss 18



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 23

very great, but our loss is his gain. [ have had letters from some of his
fviends saying how they will miss his letters and prayers.

Sturry, Dec. 6th, 1894. Faxxy Howarp.
[We well recollect standing by the side of the pool when he passed through the “liquid

grave,” and it wasg our privilege to stand by hisgrave when his mortal remains were

interred, and testify to the faithfulness of God in preserving him for 73 years in the
village, and no one could bring a stain upon his character, glory be to the God of all
grace for thus keeping him. In Starry (or Broad-Oak, same parish;) he was born.

naturally ; here he was born again,and here he was buried. Samuel Foster was a

blacksmith by trade, and we heard the late William Garrard, of Leicester, say to him.

“Samuel, if you do not leave off beating thatiron, it will beat you.”—J. W. B.]

The following letter is all that we can give this month:—

“Dear FrieNp,—Month by month in the Earruey Vesser, during the
long period of thirty-five years, I have been accustomed to see something
about afflicted Sawnuel Foster, of Sturry, near Canterbury. Those who have
visited him have told of the spiritual savour of his conversation. Is not this
generally so: that hearts like berries yield a fragrance when bruised hy the
pestal of trial; that afflictions meeken and meeten the spirit; and that * tribu-
lation working right, produces a patient mind”? When God says, *“1 have
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction,” does He not mean that He then and
there ratifies His eternal and secret choice, making an open demonstration of
it to the favoured soul? With some of us it is not so much the triul we dread,
as the possible conduct of our hearts under it. Well, the longest trial has an
end. His of 38 years (John v. 5) and Samuel Foster’s of 40 years. Now, he
is where there is no more pain, for the former things are passed away. And
He that sat upon the throne said: “Behold, I make all things new. And He
said unto ine, Write: for these words are true and faithful. And He said
unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. I
will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he
shall be My son” (Rev. xxi. 5—7). Yours truly, G. RUFFELL.

SUDDEN DEATH OF MR. CHARLES WILDERSPIN.

‘It is our painful duty to record the death of Mr. Charles Wilderspin, of High-
street, Chatteris, at the age of 68, under distressing and unusual circumstances.
Mr. Wilderspin, who was highly respected as a peaceful and intelligent
neighbour, went to Swaffham Prior on Saturday, December 1st, to conduct
the services at a chapel there on the following day. He had felt unwell at
lome a few days Defore, and had received the careful and anxious attention
of his family, but on Sunday morning, December 2nd, he again felt ill, and
told the deacons of the chapel he should ask a memiber of the congregatiou,
who occasionally conducted the service, to fill his place. At the time of com-
mencing the service, however, the member alluded to had not arrived, and,
thinking he would not come, Mr. Wilderspin stepped up into the pulpit, and
was just about to commence, when his friend walked into the chapal. The
deceased gentleman thereupon descended, and took his place in a pew wherein
stood a stove to heat the chapel. As the first Psalm was being given out, Mr.
Wilderspin stood against the stove holding his hands in the act of warming
them, when he suddenly fell, and was caught and supported by another
gentleman in the pew, but died instantly. A sympathetic gloom was cast over
Chatteris when the sad news arrived next morning.”

Brother A. B. Hall, of Meopham, has sent us the above cutting from the
Chatteris local paper, who says our departed friend possessed a very clear mind
on the things of God, and was looked up to by Churches of trutlh in the fen
country.

THE LATE ALFRED WEST, OF HILPERTON.

W referred in November to the departure of our friend A. West. A [etter to
hand informs us that the funeral sermon was preached on Sunday eveuing,
October 14, by his ofd and attached friend, Mr, Pierce, from the words—-1
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heard a voice from heaven sayving unto me, Write, blessed are the dead which
die in the Lord.” & The sermon was a sound, blessed, experimental discoursd,

and was listened to with profound attention by all.

The chapel was very full,

Mr. Pieree hax been connected with the cause here near fifty vears, and has
Tmried more than 100 of the members, &e., but never thought he should have to

take part in the funeral services of his dear friend and pastor.

Deceased was

horn at Bronghton Gifford, in 1850; was sent out by the Strict Baptist
Church to speak in the Lord’s name, about 18 years since; was settled at Hil-
perton. January, 1883: during his pastorate they enjoyed the blessing of peace
and sweet fellowship: he baptized sevenand buried six, We greatly miss him.

THE PULPIT, THE PRESS, AND THE PEN.

Memorials of James Boorne. (London:
E. Wilmshurst, Blackheath, S.E., and 10,
Paternoster-row. 2s. 6d., cloth bLoards;
4s. 6d., leather, gilt edges.) We have
read and mused over this volume with
untold interest, spiritual profit, and plea-
sure. The preface is written by deceased’s

brother, Mr. Samuel Booroe, who is evi-*

dently a grace-taught man of God, and
who, in compliance with the dying re-
quest of his brother, undertook the
arrangement of Lis manuscript for the
press. One or two short extracts, o
far as the preface is concerned, must
suffice. The writer says:—‘“ We can
say of our late dear brother, what we
know be would bave said of himself,
that what he was as a Christian and
servant of the Lord, he was by the
grace of God. . . . He has served his
generation, lived hisappointed time, and
his works follow him. Itisours to sub-
mit to the sovereign will of God, who is
‘ too wise to err, and too good to be un-
kiod’ When the Lord brings a cloud
over the earth, He has said that ‘the
bow shall be seen in the cloud.” Thishas
been the case already in this bereaving
dispensation. ‘ Hitherto the Lord has
helped us,” and has given manifest help
and proof of His divine favour, and into
His hands we mow commit this little
record of His grace, with the prayer that
He will bless it to the refreshing of His
people, by strengthening their faith, en-
couraging their hope, and brightening
their expectations of future glory.” The
book is nicely and conveniently arranged,
and divided into sixteen chaptera, some
of which contain letters written by de-
ceased to Christian friends, thus making
an agreeable break in the biography,
without in the least deducing from its
epirituality, but rather enhancing its
value, and at the same time renders the
work in a more readable form. Every
chapter is full of deep interest, from
which we are tempted to quote largely,

>

but space forbids, for we have no doubt
as many of our readers as possibly can
will procure a copy. It should be in
every Suaday-school library. The first
chapter refers to the parentage of James
Boorane, and informs us that his father,
‘“William Boorne, was born a century
ago, Jan. 1, 1794, of godly parents, at
Deptford. When about twelve years of
age William went to hear Mr. Martin at
Keppel-street, who preached from the
words, ¢Christ in you, the hope of
glory,’ by which discourse he was led
to feel that he needed to be madea pray-
ing soul.” We have often heard it said:
¢“Grace is not hereditary, but it some-
times runs in families.”” Hereis a proof
of the truth of this statement. What an
unspeakable mercy—four geoerations,
all of them, we have reason to hope,
partakers of God's free, sovereign, dis-
tinguisbing grace. Our prager for them
is— ,
“ When soon or late they reach the coast,
Q’er life’s rough ocean driven,
May they be found, no wanderer lost,
A family in heaven.”

The late James Boorne, whose memoir
we are now considering, was a man of
gifts as well as grace, and those gifts
were sanctified by the Holy Spirit.
Chapter viii. contains an account of his
wife's iliness and death, and refers to the
funeral sermon preached by himself, the
gracious help afforded, resignation, &c.
In this chapter, under the heading
‘¢ Resignation,”” we find a poem of several
stenzas written by our translated brother,
who also set them to music. We cannot
refrain from quoting the first and last
verses:—

“Lord, I would nij all surrender
nto Thee;
What to me appears most tender,
Unto Thee;
Bend my heart in deep contrition,
When'to Thee I bow the knee,
Sway my soul in sweet submission
Unto Thee.
* 4t o

W
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“ When I've forded death’s cold river,

Unto Thee;

I shall goar to sing for ever,

nto Thee:
‘Then from all my tribulation
I shall be entirelf{ free,

And nscribe my full salvation

Unto Thee.”

The work contains much that we should
like to give, but must desist, again com-
mending it to our readers’ notice. Do
you want to make a present to a Chris-
tian friend, send a volume of

“ MEMORIALSY OF JAMES BOORNE.”

Idolaters Reproved and Exhorted.
(London : Robert Banks & Son. Price
Threepence.) This neatly printed &ro-
chure i8 by Mr. L. C. Johnson, of Graves-
end, and is the substance of a discourse
delivered by him at Providence Chapel,
Prittlewell, Essex, on Sept. 27, 1894, and
also contains, as a frontispiece, a correct
likeness of the author, with a preface by
Mr. O. 8. Dolbey, of the Surrey Taber-
nacle, from which we take one sentence.
Mr. Dolbey says: “ Truths respecting
God’s marvellous worke and glorious
Gospel are here set forth in plain and
unmistakable language, which grace-
made believers will not fail to appre-
ciate.”” The name of the author, without
any recommendation from us, is quite
sufficient to ensure for this pampblet a
very large circulation. Mr. Johnson is
well known among the churches of truth
as a bold, uncompromising champion of
the distinguishing doctrines of grace and
New Testament principles, The occasion
of the sermon was harvest thanksgiving,
and the preacher deals with this matter
in the following extract:—

The services of to-day are denominated
“Harvest Thanksgiving.” I shall not say
much to-night on that subject, letting what
I said in the afternoon suffice in relation
thereto, I shall simply observe, that it has
been intimated that the heading of our bills
should be “Harvest Services,” leaving out
the word “ Thanksgiving,” as we have not
much to be thanktul for, seeing that the
harvest is not abundant, and the prices ob-
tained for what little we get are so low that
farmers suffer loss. From the farmer’s point
of view this is a subject to be regretted; and
if by growing corn no proflt acerues, would
it not be wise to employ the land for other
crops? We should not take too marrow a
viow of the subject of harvest thanksgiving.
We do not render thanks to Almighty God
simply for n local harvest, but for the harvest
of the world. He has wisely ordered that,
when there is a scarcity in one part of the
world, there is an abundance in another.
Shall we not give thanks that we can com-
mand our supplies from very distant parts?
The inhabitants of the world are sinful: we
deserve no harvest atnll. And the Lord,in
the sovereignty of His will, might have
visited all the cornflelds of the earth, as He
did in the days of Joel, for the iniquities of
the people. “That which the palmerworm
hath left hath the locust eaten: and that
Wwhich the locusts hath left hath the cauker-
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worm eaten; and that which the conker-
worm hath left hath the caterpillar eaten’
(Joel i. 1). But He has not =0 deult with us,
hut has opened His bountiful hand to yupply
our needs, and fulfilled His promise that
summer and winter, seed-time and harvest,
shall not fail; and we areall living witnesses
of the declaration, “ Bread shall be given you,
and your water shali be sure” Letus, there-
fore, give thanks unto Him for His faithiul-
ness and care.

Mr. Johnson then read his text, which
will be found in Amos v. 7—9, and
said : —

_There are two main divisions to he con-

sidered: (1) The character described: (2) The
command given. I think we shall find in
the text docztrine, experience, and practice.
There ig, too, an astronomicalidea,2 meteoro—
logical idea, and a military idea.
The sermon is quite original, and full of
instruction, and should most certainly be
perused by every thoughtful and inquir-
ing mind.

Checring Words Annual. (London:
Robert Banks & Son. One Shilling.)
Cheering Words still holds its place as
‘ the favourite annual.” Mr. Benjamin
John Northfield, of March, Cambs., is the
editor, and Mr. Ebenezer Marsh, of
Gurney-road, Stratford, conducts the
Bible Reading Uuion department. This
shilling volume contains 192 pages of
short, pithy, truthful pieces of reading:
it has twelve portraits of ancient worthies,
beside two life-like photographs, i.c., our
aged and venerable brother J. L. Meeres,
and F. C. Holden. For a present to
young, middle-aged, or those farther
advanced in life, it is without compare
in the world of truthful literature.
While there is a contention for the truth
of the Gospel, it is offensive to none. The
spirit of the Gospel contained in the fol-
lowing editorial paragraph pervades the
whole book:—¢ The sacred, discriminat-
ing, and eternal truths of the everlasting
Gospel, forming the basisof our personal
salvation, satisfaction, and happiness,
presented in an establishing and con-
firming form for believers, and full of
encouragement and help to burdened,
Spirit-taught, heaven-born seekers, we
hope will ever adorn these pages, and
that the thoughtless and heedless,
prayerless and Christless, may be led
through their instrumentality to know
the Lord Jesus Chri t and the power of
saving grace.” We cannot too warmly
recormmend this annual to our readers.

“Look up, Gov'mer,” in December’s
Life and Light, is good advice.

Here and Theve. Full of Gospel truth,

Manifold Gifts Freely Given is the
title of Mr. Cornwell's last published
sermon, from Rom. viii. 32. One Peuny,
| from Robert Banks & Son.




20

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

Strict Baptist Mission.

Deasr FRIENDS,—We feel as we ap-
proach the end of another year we must
say.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all His benefits”” There have
been many sorrows in connection with
the working of our beloved Mission in
India: but we have had our joys, many
have been faithful, and God our Father
has blessed the labours of our dear
brethren who are far away from us, but
evidently near to Him.

We cannot help thinking at this time
of DPaul’s vision, when he and his
fellow-laboarers *“assayed to go into
Bithvnia.” and were also ' forbidden of
the Holy Ghost to preach the Word in
Asia.” He saw a man of Macedonia,
praying, “ Come over into Macedonia,
and help us.”’ Then followed the
founding of the Church of Jesus
Christ in Europe. The seed-corn of the
kingdom in due time spread. Now from
England has gone forth ““ the Word of
Life to Asia.”

See India and Ceylon stretching forth
their hands, cryingl.1 *“Come over and
help us!” and our hearts respond, God
helping us, we wil/ help you. The voice
has not yet reached all the Strict
Baptist Churches, or if it has, there has
been no response. Why is this? Should
not the Churches who love the traths of
His blessed Word feel concern for the
souls of others? Isitnothingto us, that
the elect of God. in this and foreign
lands, are being fed on a mingled food—
parily works, and partly grace? and in
which, unfortunately, man's works are
put forward as meritorious, and God's
sovereignty stultified. But do you say,
I would willingly go to help others, but
cannot! 'Tis not necessary that yon
shounld go. Our Lord will raise up men
for us in His own time, and in His own
way. Come and help us with your
earnest prayers. Hold up the hands of
your ccmmittee at home, and also those
of our dear friends in active eervice in
our Mission. Pray that we may ‘‘go
forward,” even 1nto “the regions
beyvond.”

“Come and help us” with your gifts,
and in so doing you will strengthen
your committee’s hands, gladden their
hearts, and enable them to send out
* more labourers into our Master's vine-
yard.” Thus we shall be helped to do
our work with joyful hearts; and in
that great day. when our Lord shall
make up His people, and we are all
gathered in heaven, having left all
sorrow and care behind, we shall see the
result, of our love forsouls, and our self-
denial, in the glorified souls of those

redeemed by grace and precioue blood, !

from India and Ceylon, by the blessing

of the Holy Spirit of our covenant

Lord and His Son Jesus Christ on the
labours of our helpers in those distant
lands. Church of Jesus Christ, ‘' Come
over and help us.”
GEORGE W. THOMAS,
Watford Tabernacle, Nov. 1, 1894,

PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, BEDFORD,
(See Illustrations.)

LAST month we gave an account of the
opening services of this new place of
worship. This month we are enabled
to give our readers two full-page illus-
trations of the interior and exterior,
with a description of -the buildings,
erected for the ever-increasing congre-
%é,mon attending the ministry of Mr.

ren, and Sunday-schools connected
therewith. The Bedford Times and
Independent says:—

‘‘ For some time past the friends have
been seeking to obtain an eligible site,
‘and eventually a judicious and large-
hearted friend submitted and secured
the present site on the Bower Estate.
No less than about 60 acres of land has
been covered with buildings on this
estate during the past few years, but no
nonconforming meeting-place has been
erected. The present structure is, as
desired, plain and substantial. and is
built of solid red bricks and Doultin,
stone dressings, roofed with selecte
Duchess slates; with a handsome fagade
to Rotheay-road, and comprises a
spacious sanctuary and Suanday-school
buildings, the whole length of which
flanks on its north side Newham-street.
The front elevation presents a wide
gable at a somewhat obtuse angle,
ornamented with Doulting-stone coping
and dressings. A large centre window
and two smaller ones, one above the
other on each side, have guaged arches,
and the stone dressings are pleasingly
contrasted with the terra-cotta tints.
There are glazed lead-lights above, and
figured glass in the lower parts of the
windows, An ornamental fence on low
wall with stone coping separates the
ground pertaining to the chapel from
the street, and a pair of gates admit to
an anterior area paved with Victoria
stone, and the visitor, on ascending
three low steps, is confronted by two
massive doore, surmounted by a bold
pediment and filleting in stone work.
The two double doors of red deal open
into a vestibule paved with patent
blocks, and from which stairs on the
right and left conduct to the gallery at
the east end of the chapel, the pulpit
being at the opposite end. The walls of
the vestibule bear the memorial tablets

i which have been removed from the old

|

chapel. Two pull-doors, with glass
panels, lead into the lobby wlrnch1 on
the chapel side, hasa handsome panelled
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screen in woodwork, the upper panels
being glazed with figured glass, This,
in its turn, leads bg doors on the right
and left into the chapel, which is 74ft.
long, 41ft. 6in. wide, and 36ft. high to
the centre ceiling, It isfurnished with
commodious and comfortable seats of
red deal and pitch pine ends, the whole
varnished, and the geating provides
nccommoda.tion for 650 persons. The
interior walls are of stucco lined out in
neat fashion, and pitch pine timbers,
with iron tie-rode, support the roof, the
parts representing the ceiling being of
plaster. The principals rest on carved
stone corbels projecting from the side
walls. All the aisles have a flooring of
patent blocks on cement concrete, the
pews being on a raised platform, The
gallery is a substantial structore
supported on iron bressomers enclosed
in woodwork, and resting on an iron
column and the walls on three sides.
In front of the pulpit the baptistry is
pituated. Five steps on each side de-
scend about three feet deep, lined on
all sides with white glazed tiles, and
the town water supply is laid on. When
not in use this structure is covered
by boarding and carpeted. The pulpit
is chastely ornate, and formed of pitch
pine and red deal, with mahogany hand-
rails on square turned ballusters to the
short staircase that leads to the pulpit
from either side. The desk is fitted
with apparatus for raising or lowering
it. There are twelve segment-arch
windows in each of tbe side walls,
besides those already alluded to at the
front, Artificial light is supplied by
nine large Vertmarche high power
shadowless gas lamps, suspended from
the roof. The whole building and its
accessories are heated by circulating
hot-water pipeés. Four Beeston radiators
are employed to disperse the heat,
besides gratings in the floor, through
which the heat may ascend from the
pipes. Ample provision is also made
for ventilation. Numerous Tobin tubes
are let in the walls, and the middle
.ceiling is ornamented with centre-
flowers which have perforations through
which the impure air may find an
outlet.

“Thebuilding in therear of the chapel
consists of a large school, a committee-
room, a vestry, two oclass-rooms, the
entrance-hall, the cellar. and the heat-
ing apparatus. The school-room is on
the first floor; its length is 41ft. 6in,,
and its width 27ft. Certainly economy
has been studied in one respect. The
match-boarded dado is movable, and
can be utilised on occasion for tea-
tables. Otherwise the walls are of
brick, washed over with terra-cotta in
twotints. Thetimbers show through the
plaster ceiling, and abundance of venti-
lation is provided for. Hat pegs are
attached to the walls so that the chil-
dren can keep their personal effects in
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view, and avoid the confusion of a hat-
lobby or cloak-room. Descending the
staircase, the visitor reaches a useful
suite of rooms, such as the vestry, com-
mittee-room, and class-rooms.

The cost of the building, including
the seating, but excluding the site. i
about £3,000. Messrs. Usher & Anthony
are the architects, and the admirable
adaptation of all the parts to their
purpose, combined with the general
ornateness of the design is creditable to
a firm who can point to 80 many worthy
achievements in the borough. Messra,
Melcombe Brothers, builders, Castle-
road, have erected the chapel in a
sound and workmanlike manner, with
utilization of the best materials.”

The proceedings in connection with
the opening were given last month.

OLD BRENTFORD.—The 6lst anni-
versary of the Sunday-school was held
on Nov. 22nd, when Mr. P. Reynolds, of
Highbury. preached in the afternoon.
The discourse was very edifying and
encouraging. A goodly number of
friends sat down to tea in the school-
room, The evening meeting was pre-
sided over by the beloved pastor, Mr.
R. Mutimer, who takes a lively interest
in Sunday-school work.  Brother
Lambourne. of Kingston, was sweetly
led at the throne of gracc on behalf of
the children. Theannual report, which
was very encouraging, showed that
there are 400 children on the books,
with an average attendance of 320 and
a staff of 21 teachers. Three of the
scholars have joined the Church during
the year, and we trust there are others
to follow. A pleasing feature of the
report was the starting, during the
year, of the pastor's Bible-class for
young men, which sapplied a want that
had long been felt. The young women's
Bible-class, conducted by our brother
E. Fromow, has been well attended.
The Dorcas and Tract Societies
have also been well sustained, for all
of which blessings we thank God and
take courage. After the reading of the
report the pastor said we had just heard
the report of the children. He would
now give the teachers' report, that they
were ‘‘rejoicing in hope, patient in
tribulation, continuing instant in
praver’” (Rom. xii. 12), Mr. J. Bush,
of Kingston, addressing himself to the
teachers, then made what %¢ called a
few rouyh remarks on Heb. xii 206.
though we failed to sce where the
roughness came in. Mr. Reynolds
spoke from ** Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.” Recitations and singing were
given by the childreun at intervals, The
teachers and friends were encouraged
to see so many present from other
churches. Collections amounted to £7
5e, 24d. “Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.”—LITrLE Faltu.
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SHOULDHAM STREET, W, — The
eighteenth anniversary of the Sunday-
school was celebrated on Lord’s-day,
Nov. 23th. Sermons were preached in
the morning by the pastor, Mr, E.
Beecher, in the afternoon by Mr. P.
Reynolds, and in the evening by Mr. J.
Box. The attendance was encouraging.
Special hymns were sung, being selected
from No. 7 Hymn-sheet published by
Messrs. Banks for Sunday-school anni-
versaries. Anthems were also rendered
by the members of the singing-class. On
the following Tuesday a good company
sat down to tea, after which a mesting
was held in the chapel, most ably pre-
sided over by Mr. W. Abbott, of
Chadwell-street, who, by many apt
remarks, maintained a cheery tone
throughout. Mr. Adams asked the
Divine blessing. A report was read,
which contained the good tidings that
two male scholars had been received
into the Church during the year,
and other items of interest. Excellent
addresses were delivered by Messrs.
Dadswell. Marsh, Mutimer, Reynolds,
Mitchell, Sears, and the pastor. A col-
lection was made, which, together with
that taken on Sunday, realised #£20
15s. 4d. It greatly cheers the hearts of
those who labour in this part of the
vineyard by the many kind friends who
favour us with their presence and finan-
cial aid, for which we return our best
thanks, this being in every way the
most snccessfnl gathering we have had.
Our earnest desire is that our schools
may increase numerically, that greater
zeal may be thrown into the work. The
times we are now living in demand it,
the enemies of Christ being much on the
alert by varied devices to entrap our
youth. May the Holy Spirit work
mightily through the means.—S.
ROBINSON.

STEPNEY (REHOBOTH, WELLESLEY-
STREET).—The 20th anniversary of the
re-opening wae celebrated Nov. 11 and
13, Mr. W. Tooke preached on the
Lord’s-day to an appreciative congrega-
tion. On Tuesday afternoon, Mr. F,C.
Holden delivered an experimental dis-
course from 2 John iii. in the following
order: 1st. The blessing desired (grace,
mercy, peace); 2nd., The person men-
tioned from whom he desires these
blessings; 3rd. The principle upon
which the desire expressed was based
(truth 'and love). The preacher said,
what greater, what richer blessing can
he desire than that, **Grace be with
you”?! Grace is such a comprehensive
term, that it will be utterly impossible
for us to exhaust our subject this after-
noon. Divine grace is like God Himself,
it is inexhaustible; grace desires more
grace. It is declared in His Word that
“He giveth more grace;” grace has
sometimes 80 cheered us that it has over-
come and caured us to weep tears of joy.
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We feed upon grace, we live upon it, it
is our daily bread; we areas likely to get
tired of grace, as we are to get tired of
food for our natural bodies, Humblin,

redeeming, preserving, upholding, soul-
sanctifying grace be with thee. The
grace in our text more especially refers
to the Erace of the Spirit; we would say
then, humbling grace be with thee;
humbling grace is one of the fruits of
the Spirit, The grace of supplication
be with thee; real praying breath never
was, never can, never will be spentin
vain, The grace of love be with thee,
that binds hearts together in the things
of God, ' that ye may endeavour to keep
the unity of spirit in the bonds of
peace,” Grace be with thee by walking
the Gospel. 2nd. “Mercy.” There is
an inseparable connection with mercy
and grace as the stream is identified
with the fountain. Mercy as a divine
attribute is exercised towards thee when
thou deservest punishment; it is also
exercised towards those who are in
trouble, When I have called for mercy
it has not always been for pardon; there
are other kinds of trouble and distress
that the people of God come into, that
they desire pity and compassion. Peace
be with thee,in the family, peace in the
Church; there can be no true prosperity
without peace, peace from God the
Father; that name, or title, signifies
covenant relationship, at one with God
the Father through the mediation of
theBon; these blessings have their source
in the covenant relationship, and come
to us through the Lord Jesus Christ.
3rd. The principle upon which the
desire was based (truth and love).
Truth and love ought to go together,
they cannot be divided in heaven, *“ God
is love,” God is truth, God is light; they
ought to go together in relation to those
who are the Lord’s. Truth may grow
hard, severeand harsh ; truth cannot be
really received unless it be associated
with love ; love without truth is apt to
go astray. Let us preach the truth
according to the Gospel rule, ‘‘ speaking
the truth in love.” Evening mesting:
Mr. W, G. Faunch presiding, read Psa.
lzxxix., and Mr. Hayter Scrivener
addressed the throne of grace. The
chairman gave a very appropriate
address. Au interesting account of the
Church’'shistory was read by Mr. Henry
Scrivener, deacon. Mr. W. H. Lee
delivered a truthful exposition of the
Sower and the Seed. Mr. Noyes follow-
ing, dwelt upon the text, Ye are com-
plete in Him.” Our brother said, Ye are
completely blessed, completely re-
deemed, completely saved, completely
cleansed, completely happy,and entirely
complete in Christ. r. Belcher, con-
tinuing the gracioustheme of salvation,
spoke from * You hath He qulcken.ed'y,
who were dead in trespasses and sin.

Mr. Wm, Tooke was graciously helped
to enlarge upon the subject. Mr. J.
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Parnell (who we are very pleased to say
has just recentlil accepted an unanimous
invitation to the pastorate), in unity
with the previous speakers,gave a warm-
‘hearted address from ‘ Behold God is
.my salvation.” Truly the Word of God
very blessedly harmonieed; we could
truthfully say, ‘“ Thy words were found,
and I did eat them:; and Thy word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart.” Praise and thanksgiving closed
a happy and profitable meeting.—
HAYTER SCRIVENER.

SHEFFIELD (ZioN).—On Monday,
November 5th, an enjoyable tea and
public meeting were held here. The
providence of God so ordered it that
the day was celebrated .not only as an
anniversary of the discovery of the
Papal plot, but that of the natal day of
& kind young friend, who, with her
parents, enabled us to spread the tables
free, and to devote the proceeds to the
cause. Some happy little scholars
Jjoined their elders at the tables, and
made the place bright and cheerful.
After tea brother J. Taylor gave an
excellent lecture on **The Gunpowder
Plot and its Lessons.” It was full of
instruction, and ably delivered before
an appreciative audience. He showed
(1) The history -of the plot; (2) the
spirit of the Papacy; (3) the lessons of

ivine Providence to be drawn there-
from. Tracing the hand of God in the
history of our country we find great
cause for praise. Let us pray and
watch and work, lest the enemy of God
and peace ga.in strength. May the
people of the Almighty’s choice be
stirred up with zeal to serve Him and
our country.—H. J.

A DAY OF REJOICING AT GURNEY-
ROAD, STRATFORD.
NovEMBER 18 and 20 will be red-letter
days in the history of this Church.
Special services were held to com-
memorate the anniversary of the for-
mation of the Church, and to extinguish

the debt on the chapel.

Sermons were preached on the Lord’s-
day by our pastor in the morning, and
brother E. White, of Woolwich, in the
evening. At the close of the evening
service a prayer meeting was held, to
plead for the continuance of the bless-
Ing enjoyed that day, on the followin,
Tuesday. Truly the Lord did hear an
hearken.

Brother 0. S. Dolbey was the after-
noon preacher; the chapel was well
filled, and the unction of the Spirit was
poured out on both speaker and hearers,
a8 our dear brother faithfully unfolded
ghe riches of His grace from the words,

his Man receiveth sinners.”

After the usual tea, the chapel was
filled for the public meeting, Our
beloved friend Mr.J. Piggott was to

ave presided, but was prevented
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through affliction, but sent a cherjue
for £10 a8 & practical proof of his love
to the cause.

At the last minute an old and valued
friend of our pastor’s—F. J. Catchpole,
Esq,—kindly consented to fill the vacant
chair. It was our brother’s first appear-
ance amongst nus, and we hope not the
last by many. Thechairman read Psa.
cxxxiii., and brother J. H. Lynn, our
former pastor,led us in prayer, after
which, on the suggestion of our pastor,
a telegram of loving sympathy and

ratitude was sent to our beloved
rother Piggott.

Brother Beecher dwelt on purpose,
provision, promise, and power of “our
God,” as set forth in 2 Thess, i, 11, 12.
He was followed by dear brother Bush,
who was full to the overflowing on the
word “ Ebenezer.”

Brother Cannings, one of our esteemed
deacons,and Church treasurer, was then
called upon to unveil a memorial tablet
placed on the wall near the pulpit to
the memory of our late beloved brother
and founder of the Church,

MR, JAMES MORTER.

Our brother’s soul grew warm as in a
deeply spiritual address he retraced the
good hand of God in the formation of
the Church, and the covenant faithful-
ness of our Lord in His long continned
goodness. Qur brother said for 23
years he had laboured with our late
beloved brother, and could say of him,
he was everfound “ diligent in business,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.”
After removing the covering from the
tablet, he (Mr. C.) read, with evident
emotion, the inscription thereon to the
memory of departed worth as follows:—

In
Loving Memory of
MR. JAMES MORTER,
The founder of the cause in this place, and
for nearly 24 years filled the office of Deacon.
His steadfastness in the faith, sound judg-
ment, Christian liberality, and brotherly love
demands this memento of many grateful
hearts.
Entered into his rest
March 19th, 1804, Aged 57 years.
" The memory of the just is blessed.”

Brother Ryder, Church secretary, read
an interesting report of the Church's
progress, stating that during the year
26 had been added to the Church, 15 by
baptism and 11 from other churches:
concerning the debt on the chapel which
they had met that night to bury, he
stated that a few weeks ago it was
reduced to £130, since then. in response
to the circular issued by our pastor on
Oct. 8, it was reduced to £77 0s. ud,
which if cleared off this evening would
enable us to receive the liberal grant of
the M.A.S.B.C. of £10 toward the same.

Qur worthy chairman then made a
masterly appeal for this balance to be
met. On the boxes being brought back
to the table, our pastor referred to the



30

letters from loving friends, and in addi-
tion to the £10 from brother Piggott. he
placed in the box the chairman’sgift of
£10, £5 each from the four daughters of
our brother Catmore, £3 33, from our
esteemed brother Abbott, £1 10s, from
the young men’s Bible-class, and £1 5s,,
several small amounts that had been put
in his hand by some unable to be present.
On announcing the total amount it was
found that only £6 19s. 33d. was wanted
to meet the whole. This was most cheer-
fully met at omce by brother W. G,
Stone. £5, brother Cutmorean additional
£1, and two donations of 103, The chair-
man rose and said, ' Itisdone, the chapel
is free, let us heartily sing thedoxology,”
and hearty indeed it was sung.

Brother Belcher, referring to the
tablet, took for his subject, * Blessed
are the dead which die in the Lord, &c.”’

Brother Holden suitably followed
with an addresson **The grass withereth,
the flower fadeth, but the Word of the
Lord endureth for ever.”

Brother Lynn bore testimony to his
long knowledge of Mr. Morter, and his
own unabated interest in the cause at
Garney-road.

Brother Matimer dwelt on “ The City
of God.” aund brother Dolbey spoke
briefly from ** Let Him kiss me with the
kisses of His mouth.”

A vote of thanks ts the chairman and
all the willing workers in connection
with this meeting, was proposed by
pastor E. Marsh, and seconded by
brother T. Carr, and unanimously
adopted.

The singing throughout was most
hearty, being led by our dear brother
Fereday.

NOTTING-HILL GATE (BETHFSDA).
—The 27th anniversary of opening of
above chapel was commemorated on
Sunday, Nov, 11. When two sermons
were preached by the pastor, to encour-
aging congregations, and on the fol-
lowing Tuesday, Nov. 13, when our dear
brother E. White, of Woolwich, preached
in the afternoon a very precious sermon
from Rom. viii. 30, which everyone
present appeared to heartily enjoy.
Tea was supplied; the schoolroom was
full. 1lnthe evening our dear brother
and constant friend to the cause, Mr.
John Piggott, took the chair, and read
Isa. Ixi. Weregretted very much, how-
ever, to see him so unwell, which made
it extra kind of him to come. We have
baptized five this year,and have two
more waiting for baptism,and two have
been received from other churches. We
are dwelling together in peace. Our
finances are well sustained, the debt on
the building is reduced to £215, so we
have paid off £585. Brethren F. C.
Holden, E. Beecher, R. E. Sears, and E.
White came heavily laden with the good
treasures of our heavenly kingdom, their
hearty spiritual addresses were enjoyed
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by all, and the meeting was brightened
by the sweet rendering of the songs of
Zion. Our friends declared it was the.
best anniversary we have had, in atten--
dance afternoon and evening, and in the-
sweet spiritual savour pervading the-
meeting.—G. HERRING, Pastor.

GRAYS.—At “ Ebenezer,’ on Wednes-
day, Oct. 31, we celebrated the in-gather--
ing of a bountiful harvest, by a thanks.
giving service, which wasappropriately-
commenced by singing, “ Come. saints:

and sing in sweet accord,” &c. Brother:
W. Beddow prayed, and brother H. G.
Maycock read Mark iv., followed by

another hymn., Brother Maycock
preached from ¢The earth bringeth.
torth fruit,” &c., and was graciously
helped to set forth the dealings of our-
God under three heads: 1. The Rise;:
2. Progress; 3. Full development of the
work of grace in the soul. After tea,
the evening meeting began, with Mr..
John Piggott in the chalir, who gave
out the opening hymn, and read from
Matt. xiii. Qur senior deacon, brother:
J. Rice,asked a blessing on the meeting.
Another hymn and a few words from
the secretary, and the chairman ad--
dressed the friends upon ! Receiving
seed in good ground.” Addresses were
also delivered by our robust, yet aged
friend, Mr. I. C. Johnson, who spoke-
with no uncertain sound upon “The
Book of Life.” Brother H. Clark was
very spiritual in his remarks upon,
“When thou hast eaten and are full,”
&c., and Mr. H. D. Sandell, of Fulham,
lifted up the hearts by the Spirit's
power of those present, by his medita-
tions on “They shall revive as the
corn,” &c. Brother Maycock gavesweet
words upon “Glorying in the cross.”
Brother W. Beddow dilated upon “What
shall I render unto the Lord for all His
benefits.” Votes of thanks, and a hymn
of praise, closed a day’s most profitable,
cheering and soul-encouraging services.
Collections and promiees in aid of build-
ing debt, amounted to nearly £8. To
God beall the praise.

WOOD-GREEN.—The friendsand the
children of Park Ridings Baptist Chapel
had a very happy anniversary on Wed-
nesday, Oct. 24. The pastor, Mr. .Ias,
Flegg, preached two Christ-exalting
sermons the Sunday previous, and in
theafternoon, with brother Walier, gave:
suitable addresees. Tea was provided
for more than sixty scholars, who all
stayed duri.n? the after-meeting, and
sang admirably the special hymns, The
pastor, in the unavoidable absence of
brother Piggott, took the chair, who read
the Scriptures, and brother Chambers
offered prayer. A very encouraging
report was read by the superintendent,
brother Pickett: it referred to the md-
crease in the school. Two scholars had
joined the Church, and one waiting bap-
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tism, and a firm oconviction there are
more ‘seekers,” All the teachers are
members of the Church. A library has
been formed by the help of the frienda.
With about 100 children and an earnest
band of workers, together with a balance
in hand, they hoped to go forward,
under the divine blessing. The chair-
man, after referring to the report, and
the fact that they adhered to the dec-
trines of grace in their school, made
suitable reference to the brethren who
had come to address the meeting.
Brother Sears said he was the first to
encourage brother Flegg to address a
public meeting, and baeed his remarks
upon the Great Teacher. The motto he
ave to the teachers was “ Serve the

ord with gladness.” Brother Chilvers,
who was introduced as the first one Mr,
J. Flegg baptized, sought to encourage
the teachers with the words, “ Blessed
are ye that sow beside all waters.”
Brethren White and E. W, Flegg also
spoke The pastor closed the meeting
with prayer—P.J.C.

KEPPEL-STREET CHAPEL IN ITS
PRIMITIVE DAYS.

By MBES. MIRIAM STEELE.
HAVING been connected with Keppel-
street Chapel since I was quite a child,
have been requested by some friends to
state my earliest recollections, which I
will endeavour to do as far as my
memory serves me, having now just
entered upon my 87th year.

My earliest recolleetion was, when the
Rev. John Martin was pastor. While a
young child, I was taken there by my
parents, who afterwards became mem-—
bers, My father had for some time
attended Mr. Martin's ministry, and I
have often heard him relate some of his
remarks, for he; was considered a very
gifted preacher. One of these was, on
hea.nn%Mr. Martin read the Holy Serip-
tures (Heb. xi. 6), “ Without faith it is
‘l\mposmble to please God,” he wouldadd

Aye, and without faith, it is impossihle
for God to please you.” About this time
a touching incident occurred, which is
ever fresh in my memory. Mr. Martin's
mind had become unhinged, and one
Sunday morning, on entering the chapel
with my mother, he wasstanding in the
aisle, crying for an apple which a child,
In its mother’s arms, was eating. One
of the deacons stood by and said, “ Poor
man ! the golden bowl is broken,” I
must have been very younlg, for I have
recollections of instinctively looking on
the floor for the fragments.

r. Martin lived in the little house
down the mews adjoining the stables,
Where he died. The chapel was at that
time very different, the pews were much

Igher, and there was a sounding-board
over the pulpit, which was removed
after  Mr. Martin's death, The chapel
Was lighted by means of candles, placed
n small brass sconces, screwed on the
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top of most of the pews. and were
snuffed twice during the eervice by the
pew-opener. At that time the chapel
was well-attended; several carriages
were at the door on Sunday morning.
Many of the seats downstairs were occu-
pied by wealthy gentlemen, who, like
the pastor, wore large, white wigs; one
of them was Dr. Chevalier, who was
ph{sician extraordinary to the king, I
well remember seeing him sitting in the
pew where I now sit ; another was Mr.
Peter Bateman, a very wealthy man, who.
gat in the gallery, on the right side of
the minister, and wore a pig-tail.

There was no Sunday-school until
after Mr. Pritchard came, who suec-
ceeded Mr, Martin.

I became a teacher in 1824 when I
was 15 years of age, and remained until
1829, when I left on my marriage. The
first schoolroom was a loft over the
stables, adjoining Mr. Martin's house, to
reach which we had to pass through
the stables where the horses stood,
ascending by a ladder, where a rope was
suspended which served for a hand-rail.
The children and teachers used to sit in
the back seats of the gallery; the seats
are now exactly as they were at that
time. Miss Lowther was the superin-
tendent of the girls’, and Mr. Welton of
the boys’ school. Mr. W. was a very
useful man; he used to walk round the
galleries always in the morning, during
the whole of the service, with a long
stick in his hand. Eight of my children
were scholars in this school.

The clerk used to read the hymns two
lines at a time, and if any message was
sent to the minister he would hand it
up to him from the desk where he sat,
bimeans of a stick with a slit in the end
The table-pew at that time was always
occupied by men. The congregation
used to sit down during the singing. and
stand with their backs to the minister
during the prayer.

One morning, about seventy years
ago, it was found that the chapel had
been robbed in the night, the thieves
stole the silver communion service, the
works of the clock, and drank all the
wine in the vestry, and also took the
best of the cushionsand books. The
communion plate was found some time
afterwards at a pawnbrokers, and the
clock later on. The thieves, I believe,
were never discovered.

[The above statement by Mrs. Steele
was read by Mr. Wakelin at the 100th
anniversary of the Church, as reported
in our December number.]

GURNEY-ROAD DORCAS AND
MATERNAL SOCIETY.
THE seventh annial meeting was held
on Wednesday, Dec. 12, the pastor, Mr.
Ebenezer Marsh, presiding over a well-
attended gathering. The report showed
that the Society was in a healtby con-
dition, and was still active in its work
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of faith and labour of love in the
densely populated neighbourhood in
which the chapel is situated Since its
formation some four hundred cases of
need had been relieved, and at the close
of theservice about ninety parcels were
distributed to the deserving poor. The
maternal branch has also been a veri-
table blessing to many, and under the
kind and untiring energies of Mrs.
Crouch still continues its blessed work.
Brother Jonathan Elsey, in moving
the adoption of the report. gave a prac-
tical and faithful address from the
words. " Faith without works is dead,
being alone,” and brother Chilvers, in
seconding the adoption of the same, was
sweetly and feelingly led to dwell on
the preciousness of Christ. Deacon
Cannings and the pastor also addressed
the meeting. It was a happy gathering,
and must have cheered the heart of the
pastor, as we sought to remember and
encourage ‘‘those women who have
laboured with him in the Gospel.”

STFFOLK AND NORFOLK BAPTIST
HOME MISSION.

THE 63rd annnal meetings were held

on Wednesday, Oct. 17, at Otley. In the

afternoon brother A. J. Ward, of Lax-

field, preached an earnest and most

appropriate sermon from Acts viii. 4.

In the evening the very neat and
commodious chapel was well filled, Mr.
Edgar Roe, of Framsden, occupying the
chair. Brother W. Ling, of Ipswich,
engaged in prayer,and, after a cordial
and timely introductory speech, called
on the secretary (brother Colls, of
Beccles) to read the report, This
clearly traced the growth and working
of the society, and contained many
tokens of blessing ; the formation of a
small church at Lowestoft, and settle-
ment of brother Daniel Bennett as
minister there. being not one of the
least, for very hopeful signs are already
evident of the matter being ‘ of the
Lord.”

The treasurer (brother S. K. Bland)
gave the financial statement, showin;
that nearly twenty of our pastors an
other godly brethren have been aided
in preaching the Word, and nearly one
hundred village statione, grants having
been made them to this end amounting
o £164 10a. (exclusive of the Lowestoft
Chapel), and tokens of divine approval
had cheered many. Good hearty ad-
dresses were given by brethren Harsant,
Tooke, H. Reynolds, Ridley, W. Wilson,
&e.

HARWICH.—A social tea and public
meet'mg was held here on Thursday,
December 13th. A very excellent com-
pany were present, and addresses on
some of the circumstances connected
withthe pilgrim’s pathway were spoken
to by Messrs. Morgan, Gurney, and
Preston Davies (the pastor).

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

PECKHAM RYE (Ziox, HEATON.
ROAD). — Amidst all the vagaries of
circumstances that this sanctuary of
truth has had these few years to pass
through, it is sensibly heart-gratifying
to find, under the strenuous efforts of
the pastor, Mr. H, 8. Boulton, and his
fellow-helpers, that this cause is slowly
emerging from under the grey mists of
affliction to the sunny warmth of Gos.
pel prosperity. Despite the much down-
sitting the Church has passed through,
they can still sing—

“Salvation rears the walls

Of that truth~kq,eping race whom Jesus
calls, .
and their glory is to go on their way
rejoicing in the Lord, who alone hath
quarried them out of the horrible pit
and the miry clay, and made them to
believe in the Word, and not in the
vagarous teaching of the present day.
To further, in some measure, this pro-
gression, special services in connection
with the building fund were held on
Sunday, November 25th, when the pas-
tor preached to fairly good auditories in
his own emphatically earnest style. In
the afternoon of Wednesday, 28th, at
3.30, Mr. Jeyes Styles, as venerable and
patriarchal as ever, preached an
unctuous and soul-lifting discourse
from Psa. xxxii. 6, by which he engaged
the close attention of his audience all
the way through. For a while time-
delights were dispelled from the mind;
yearnings after the coarser instead of
the finest of the wheat were dissipated,
and they who heard him—aye, the Gos-
pel that he set forth a3 a shining star—
humbly rejoiced within them. Cowper
has said—

* Easy, indeed, it were to reach

A mansion in the courts-above,
If swelling words and fluent speech ,
Might serve instead of faith and love.’
This may be true of some, but we are
persuaded better things of those who
heard his words whose fragrance re-
mained long after he departed. The
evening service, commencing at 6.30,
after the tea so kindly provided by the
deacons' wives, was ably presided over
by Mr. Harrington, of Watford. Durlrﬁ
this service brethren E. Mitchell, R. B.
Seara, H. D. Sandell, T. Jones (of New
Cross). E. White, and the pastor gave
stimulating addresses. Before _this,
however, the deacons (Messrs. Vialls
and Banyard) spoke on the condition ¢
the cause, financially and spirituslly,
and Mr. Banyard inadvertently refer-
ring to the ministerial brethren ag the
cresm of the denomination, brigh
repartees were passed as to who the
gkim-milk of the denomination Were
At the end of a bright and happy da¥,
owing to the kindness of all present, 1
was found that the collections Wl%fe
sufficient to meet the present difficulty.
—J. KNIGHT, 48, Keston-road, Ha®
Dulwich, S.E,
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OUR AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES.
By MR. JaAMES MoTE,
Ion. Solteitor to the Metropolitan Assoclation of
Strict Baptist Churches.

DEAT BROTHER,~The primary reason
of my recent visit to Austrn.fin, New
Zealand, and America, was to take, as I
suppose, a last look at my children and
their descendants located there; but, in
addition to this, I was desirons of find-
ing how our brethren beyond the seas
were, and to report the result to our
brethren here on my return home.

At Sydney I visited the church of our
late highly-esteemed brother Allen,
whose memory is dear to many in this
land, who cherish a lively recollection
of his zeal in his Master’s service, of his
great usefulness in the colonies, and of
his unceasing liberality, and that of his
Church, to the poor saints here.
was also a warm friend of your late
dear father, and highly esteemed him,
of which faet you are no doubt well
aware. '

My visit to Sydney last April was at
a time of great commercial depression,
the effects of which were being felt
throughout the colonies, and reacted
upon all the churches.

The Church meets in Castlereagh-
street, Sydney,and is composed of about
sixty members, with a congregabion of
about the same number. r. F. Bedell
is the pastor, who is also the editor of
the Australian Particular Baptist
Mugazine (which is the only organ of
our denomination in the colonies%. He
received me very cordially,and I was
introduced to his deacons, and to the
widow and daughter of our late brother
Allen, all of whom were very desirous
of knowing how we were getting on in
the old country, and enquired after
several of their friends now living here.
They follow the same order of worship
that we do here; and in connection with
their church is a Band of Hope for the
young.

After several meetings with the pastor
and deacons, in which they sought my
advice with reference to certain ques-
tions of church discipline that had
arisen in their midst, and also visiting
their houses and partaking of their
hospitality, I attended a farewell meet-
ing at the chapel, in which I took part
in the service, and then left, after the
brethren had committed me to God in
prayer, and besought His protecting
care over me in my journey across the
ocean to reaoch my native land.

In thechapel is a tablet erected by the
Church to the msmory of their late
beloved pastor. Brother Bedell sent me
a photo of it, which I beg your accept-
ance of, accompanied by a letter, of
which the following is & copy:—

J. MOTE, Esq.

MY DELOVED FRIEND AND BROTHER IN
JESUS,—Enclosed plense find photo of our
beloved pastor's tablet, at the bottom of

He.

99
der

which are the words which the Lord spoke
to his soul, which brought him into the
liberty of the Gospel, and which had the
effect of bringing him into the Lord’y service
too. for from that hour he went straight
home and preached Jesus, that He was the
Son of God and the Saviour of poor sinner«.
The words on either side of this scripture,
“Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away
the sin of the world.” *“Serve Him,” are the
last words that fell from his lips, st hefore
the Lord took his ransomed spirit to Him-
self : and their fitness and applicability to-
the first word the Lord spoke to him will
doubtless be seen. He was, by God's rich
fire and distinguishing grace, a burning and
a shining light,aund we and many reioicerd,
and rejoiced greatly at times, to walk in his
light, for it was truly the light of life. We
have on hand 4 largeamount of MSS . which
wonld make a large volume, and form a
very useful and edifying memoir of him;
but in these times of greatdepression we are
prevented from publishing it for want of
means. It would make a large volume, and
be rather expensive here. Perhaps it might
be done eheaper at home.

‘Well, my dear brother, I hope the Lord
will be with you and keep you,and hold you
up in your goings out and comings in, and
bless your visit to us, and make it a blessing

"to yourself. I have personally to thank the

Lord for your kind, wise, and godly counsel,
which I hope may be of lasting service to me.
and with fervent love hope ever to remain
yoursin the bonds of the Gospel—F. BEDELL.
The following is a copy of the inscrip-
tion on the tablet:—
: THIS TABLET
Is erected by a mourning flock
to the Meniory ot
their late beloved and faithful Pastor,
DANIEL ALLENXN.

Who for twenty-one years had the oversight
of this chnrch, and was called to his rest
14th Sept., 1391, aged 66.

By the distinguishing grace of hiscove-
nant God in Christ Jesus, he was raised
up and sustained for forty vears in the
exalted position of a minister of the
Gospel of Christ, whose name, truth, and
sovereign grace gave boldness to hix
character, fidelity to his principles, suc-
cess to his labours, sustained him ia his
last moments, and bore him through
trinmphant. The noble cause ot Pro-
testantism, temperance, and whatever
aimed at the nation's weltare. found in
him a faithful exponent and friend.

“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world."—-John .20,

SERVE HIM,

This ended my visit to the Church at
Sydney; and, if you deem it worthy of
8 notice in Your magazine, I will send
you particulars of my visits to others
of our churches in Australia.

Faithfully yours, JAMEs MOTE.

Nov. 7, 1804,

BUCKLEBURY SLADE, BERKS—
The Strict and Partioular Baptist Chapel
in this neighbourhood has just been re-
built at a cost of £112. For many years
the news of free and sovereign grace
has been declared by Mr. Henry
Coxeter, of Woolhampton, whose minis-
try is still blessed to the comfort of
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God's people and the ingathering of
elect vessels of mercy. The chapel
stands on a common, with a few inhabi-
tants near ; but, in spite of this, good
congregations gather together to wor-
ship on Lord’s-days and Wednesday
evenings, sometimes the vestry having
to be used to accommodate the people.
The alterations just made have long
been felt to be necessary. The first
building was of wood, now a substan-
tial brick structure has heen erected.
Towards the cost of this the Church has
raised £33 (without the aid of bazaars).
A friend has advanced £50, free of in-
terest. and £29 remains to be paid to the
builder. May I venture to ask for the
practical sympathy of the readersof the
E. V. and G. H. in this important work?
Having been a member of this cause
previous to being transferred to the
church at Old Brentford, I feel an in-
terest in the proclamation of the

lorious Gospel in that part of Berk-
shire. There is no church of the New
‘Testament order for miles around. The
chapel is twelve miles from Reading,
six from Newbury, and two and a-half
from Thatcham, on the Great Western
Railway. May the Church under the
pastoral care of our brother Coxeter
grow, and his ministry which is now so
much appreciated, continue to be
blessed. So prays—ROGER GRIMWOOD,
5. St. Peter's-square. Hammersmith, W.
[See advertisement, ]

THE GOLDEN THREAD.
Aurniversary Services at Mount Zion, Chadiuell-
strect, Clerkenwell.

THE 43rd anniversary meetings were
‘held on December 9th and 11th, 1894.
LoOVE seemed to be the golden thread
which ran through the whole of these
services, and at the close of them ranch
-appreciation was expressed by all who
were favoured to attend them. There
seemed to be quite a revival, for old
faces and new thronged the courts of
the Lord. It was one of those anniver-
saries which brought back sweet
memories of the good old times of the
late revered pastor, Mr. John Hazelton.
The services were commenced by hold-
ing a prayer-meeting, presided over by
brother Fricker and supported by the
pastor and others, asking the divine
blessing on the services, after which
the pastor, Mr. E. Mitchell, preached

from Paa. cxvi. 12, 13.

In the evening Mr. O. S, Dolbey, of
the Surrey Tabernacle, preached from
Paa. Ixxxv. 12, and the Lord’s presence
was felt during both discourses,

On the Toesday following Mr. Kern,
of Ipswich, preached in the afternoon
to an exceptionally large congregation
from the words, ‘‘Having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them
unto the end ” (John xiii. 1). The dis-
course throughout was love. After the
tea the public meeting was held, pre-
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sided over by the pastor, whose well-
chosen sentences opened the meeting,
He said that he had heard of brethren
who on occasions like these enter into
a minute description of the year’s work;
they have preached so many sermons,
baptized so many peraons, reoeived so
many believers into communion, and
they have married and buried so many
people, and have travelled so man

miles, but the friendsat Chadwell-street
did not approve of that sort of thing,
Nevertheless, they had much to be
thankful for during the year, and, after
recounting some of the mercies re-
ceived, brother Bush continued the love
song by speaking many and precious
things from the words, ' How excellent
is Thy lovingkindness, O God!” (Psa.
xxxvi, 7,8). Among other points brought

out were, ** The love of God is boundless,

free.immutable,and everlasting,” which
produced perfect satisfaction.

Brother E. Marsh then addressed the
meeting from the words, * The Lord
shall increase you more and more, you
and your children” (Psa. cxv, 14). He
said: If this promise belonged to this
Church it was sure to result in prayer,
which is only the outcome of the pro-
mise given, and watchfulness must
follow, for, if we truly pray, we watch
for the answer.

Mr. Philip Reynolds delivered a
touching address on the love, pity, and
compassion of Jesus, which formed
another link in the love-chain.

A pleasing event took place at this
juncture in the presentation of a hand-
somely-bound set of hymn and tune
books to brother E, Wallis in recogni-
tion of his services as leader of the
praises in God’s house. Much surprise
was manifested by that friend who
touchingly tendered his thanks to the
friends for their generous gift. .

Mr. Kern touched a sympathetic
chord as he with much pathos dwelt
upon the words, “ And went and told
Jesus” (Matt. xiv. 12). They, the dis-
ciples, went and told Jesus, and that
was an example for us; they did not
keep anything back, and there 18
nothing but what we may go and tell
Jesus at any time, for He is always at
home, and He not only knows all about
the trouble before you tell Him, but He
has a strong hand to helpand a heart to
sympathise. After illustrating the sub-
ject fully, he invoked a blessing on all
in the Church, and hoped that brother
Marsh’s verse might be true in every
sense. £

Mr. Sears dwelt upon the words o
John, “We know that we do_know
Him. First, we know that He I8
Then we know what He is. God islight,
and in Him there is no darkness at g- .
There may be spots on nature’s sum, bt
there are not spots on the ul}fol
Rig hteousness ; all is bright, be&u?l‘) ute;
and lovely in our God. Everyattribu
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is but a form of His love. You must
empty the sea with a sieve before you
can exhaust all the fulness of the
glorious Gospel of the grace of God. He
pointed out four or five wonders,
Pardon: What a privilege and bless-
ing to know our sins are forgiven.
God, for Christ’s sake, hath for-
given you. How the grace of God
shines in it! The next is more wonder-
ful. Justificd : That my guilt should
be actually taken away, transferred to
another, and by Him put a.wa.i, and I
justified and looked upon as though I
had never sinned at all ; that is a Gos-
pel mystery. Then sanctified  and
adopted into the family circle, and then
something more wonderful still—glori-
fied,~but what that is we do not

know.

Mr. White then addressed the meet-
ing, basing his remarks on Gen. xxiy.
53, and drew some charming parallels
between Abraham’s servant and minis-
ters of the Gospel.

The services were all good, the
speakers were good, the singing was
good, and the collections were good,
and the benediction closed one of the
most remarkable and enjoyable anni-
versaries ever celebrated at Chadwell-
street.

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, de.

Mr. T. J. CHILVERS, now supplying at
Keppel-street, baptized for the first
time on Sunday, November 25th. The
first person he led into the baptismal
pool was his own q.is:,er.

&

We draw attention to the case of
Frederick Willie Ranson in our
advertisement pages. If any of our
readers have votes for the Deaf and
Dumb Asylum, or know anyone that
has, or can in any way use their in-
fluence, we sincere}‘y*mge them so to do.

Our nged and venerable friend and
brother W. Flack, of Salem, New North-
road, has been quite confined to his bed
for some weeks, -

A cheerful note has reached our ear
from the Bell in the Ark down at ** Old
Dunmow ™ ; it is set to the tune of
“Peace and Love,” with the refrain,
‘* Free from Debt." .

E3

The Australian Particular Baptist
for November, 1894, gives an interestin
account of the opening of a new chape
at Ermington, on Lord's day, September
9th, when Pastor Hicks, of Ryde, took
the morning service, and declared the
b}llldmi opened by and for the Par-
ticular Baptist Defo*mination.

. Pastor Young, of Lambton, preached
In the afternoon, and Pastor Beedel, of
Sydney, preached in the evening.

The services were continued on the
following Tueeday, when brethren
Beedel, Brown, Hampton, Hicks, Spur-
way, Young, and others took part.
Sevtera.l friends from Sydney were pre-
gent.

x *
*

Glad Grundisburgh. TUnder the
ministrations of our young brother
Tooke, and by the gracious influence of
the Holy Spirit, Grandisburgh is get-
ting gladdened, and, while we thank
the Lord for His servant, we give
God the glory.

THE AGED PILGRIMS CORNER.

HORNSEY-RISE ASYLUM.—On Decem-
ber 4th, Mrs. Wilkinson, of Totteridge,
kindly gave the inmates a tea, in com-
memoration of her 80th birthday. Our
aged friends spent a happy hour to-
gether, and on leaving were presented

y the ladies with bunches of flowers.
Tea was sent in to all who were unable
to leave their a.pal;t:eents.

*

In the evening Mr. E. Marsh, of
Stratford, preached an excellent sermon
in the Asylam Chapel to an aadience
comprised entirely of the Lord’s pro-
fessed people, a gathering which he
designated as nniql‘le.*

x
A few days before Christmas the lady
visitors made their usual distribution
of meat dinners to the inmates. The
42 pensioners dwelling in the Camber-
well Asylum were also remembered in
other ways by kimi f.riends.

»

One thousand three hundred and
twenty-six pensioners, living in all
parts of the country, are now upon the
Society’s books. The new year would
be an excellent time for the commence-
ment of subscriptions, 7s. per annum
giving one vote. . u

x

The Society’s *‘ Quarterly Record ” is
gladly supplied for gratuitous distribu-
tion.

Rlarriage,
DAMANT—HART.—On November 20th,
at the Baptist Chapel, Mendlesham-
green, by Mr. Devine, Alfred William,
only son of the late Mr. Alfred Damant.
of the White Hall, Debenham, to Mabel
Fenton, eldest daughter of Mr. H. T.

Hart, of Mendlesham-green.

In sMemoriam,

EL1ZABETH NEWsON died November
30th, 1894, aged 57. Our sister was one
of those that could not read her title
clear to mansions in the skies. She was
& very poor, timid child of God, fearing
she was not numbered among the living
in Jerusalem, and never saw her way
clear to join the Church. Speaking to
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her one day upon the subject, she said,
“I know I love the Lord and His
people: but O I want that assurance
that He loves me.” Thus she was all
her life-time subject to bondage.
Although she lived three miles from
the chapel. she would be there when
bealth permitted. There was a Wes-
lexan chapel near her own door, but
there was no food for her soul there, as
she loved & free-grace Gospel. Previous
to her coming amongst us, she lived in
London. was a lover of Mr. J. Wells,
Mr. Masterson, Mr. John Hazelton. and
other ministers of truth. When she was
not able to get to God's house she would
read the EARTHEX VESsEL, “ Well's
Sermons,” " Daniel Herbert's Hymns
and Poems.” which was often very help-
ful to her. A week before she died she
had a severe stroke of paralysis and
could not converse with her friends, but
a friend sent a motto card with the
words, ‘I will never leave thee nor for-
sake thee.” “Ah,” sheexclaimed, ¢ that
will do for me to die with,” which were
almost her last words, We followed her
mortal remains to their last resting-
place, knowing that being ‘absent from
the body she 1s present with the Lord.”
—C. G. GREEXN, Halesworth.

PEEBE DENXNY, of Little Stonham,
passed away to her eternal rest Oct. 24.
She was a consistent member with us
fifty-five years. She wascalled to change
worlds rather suddenly. Whilst dress-
ing in the morning she was seized with
a fit,and expired about four in the after-
noon, aged 82. She leaves a husband
(94) and family to mourn their great
loss. She has been much afflicted for
some years, and unable to attend the
earthly courts of the Lord. But it was
evident to all who visited her how
keenly she felt being deprived of meet-
ing with the friends, to mingle her
prayers and praiges with theirs; and on
the last Sabbath evening it was remark-
able how bright she seemed upon the
things of God and eternity. We feel
her loss, for a mother in Israel is taken
from our midst, Wesorrow not as those
without hope. Our minister was greatly
helped to improve the solemn event on
the afternoon of the first Lord’s-day in
November, from Rev. xiv. 13, and much
solemnity was manifested. May the
dear Lord be pleased to follow with His
blessing to the family and those left
behind. The family have lost a prayirg
mother,and the Church a willing helper.
May the solemn event be blessed to
many, and lead them to Him who alone
can succour in the hour of death.—S.
GRIMWOOD.

Mr. J. H. FRANKLIN, of Chiswick, was
well-known to many of our readers, It
may be of interest to mention that he
is ““with the Lord,” He left the body
on Oct. 15. 1894, after about a month’s
illness. In July last his eldest son (24)
was removed by death, a trial which he
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felt deeply, and since that event he hag
gradually faded away. In years past he
took much interest in matters conneoteg
with the Strict Baptist Association ang
kindred work, but more recently he wag
led to see (as may be judged frem the
preface of his book, * Thoughts upon
the Jews as a Type of the Elect Church
of God ") that the path he was treading
was ref according to the Word of God:
and, heeding the Master's call (2 Cor
vi. 17, 18, Solomon's Song, iv, 6, and on),
he was enabled to withdraw from the
systems of men, and enter this path of
separation (unknown to the many be-
cause unsought), only to find that in
true obedience there are heights and
depths known only to those who pursue
this way. For some years we have
observed that his outward man was de-
caying, and he was also aware of it;
but, at the same time, it has been our
joy to see the inward (spiritual) man
%row rapidly. His end was peace.—

DWARD FRANKLIN. .

. JOHN WILLIAM MARTEN fell asleep
m‘J esus on December 3rd, 1894, aged 64,
Hisend was peace. He honourably filled
the office of deacon for nine years at the
Acton Baptist Tabernacle. He will be
greatly missed. On December 8th ser-
vice was held in the Tabernacle, after
which ounr brother - was interred in
Kensal Green Cemetery.  The funeral
sermon was preached by the pastor, W.
Archer, on December 9th. .

THE LATE MRS. RUNDLE.—T'wo mis-
takes occurred in the notice of Mrs.
Rundle’s death, on page 380 of December
issue. The date of her decease should
have been November 5, not October 5;
and in line 12 from . bottom of column,
should read Miss Buxton,not Miss Green.

HIS PRECIOUS VOICE.
BY JOSEPH FAVELL.

“Thou that dwellest in the gardens, the
companions hearken to Thy voice ; cause me
to hear it.,"—Sol. Song viii; 13. - .o

THOU dwellest in Thy gardens still,

Thy vineyard, 'tis 4 fruitful hill,

The dear companions thither go

They hear Thy voiceand see Thee 100

That precious Voice I love to hear;

It stills my unbelief and fear, . - o

My wotunded conscience heals, z_mlnd.«brmgs'

Sweet peace and joy upon its wings.”.

How charming arethose words and dear

‘When trials all around appear,

Which Christ inloving accent spake,

And still'd the Galiléan lake.

Let those dear words my fears control,

‘When guilt hangs heavy on thy SQ“]. .

Then set my cu{itive spirit free,

Say, “Fear not, I have loved thee.

And when the pulse beats faint and fow
Earth's toys receding from my view,
And Jordan's waves begin to Bwpll, "
Dear Lord, say then, * Iear not, tis well.
Then let my happy spirit prove

Her interest in redeeming love, 1

And joyful leave this cumbrous ¢ ay
For mansions of eternal day.



MR. H. D. SANDELL.
(See page 40.)

@he Publican’s Frayer.

By Epwarp MITCHELL.

‘“ God be merciful to me a sinner.”—Luke xviii. 13.

THE parable in which our text occurs contains two portraits drawn by
_ the great Master-Artist. The contrast between the pictures is
striking and instructive. They were both men, and went up to the
temple to pray; so far they were alike,—in everything else they were
totally dissimilar. The Pharisee prayed like a fine gentleman, the
Publican as a needy sinner; the one was enamoured of his own supposed
excellences, the other deeply convinced of his own wickedness. From

Vou. LI. Fesruary, 1895. D
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the human standpoint the Pharisee was by far the better man, but his
pride and self-righteousness were a stench in the nostrils of his Maker.
The publican most probably had been an abandoned character, but his
deep humility. gennine repentance, heartfelt prayer, and faith in the
propitiation, were acceptable to God. There was no room for the God
of salvation to do anything for the Pharisee; he returned from the
temple as he had gone, under the curse of the law. The publican was
a fit object for the exercise of divine mercy and forgiveness, and “ went
down to his house justified.”

Dismissing the Pharisee, with all his fancied plumes, we concentrate
our thoughts upon this prayer of the publican. We find it contains
a salemn confesston.  “1 have sinned,” is a serious acknowledgment;
“T’'m a sinner.” is a solemn confession to make before the great and
richteous Judge. It is, as it were, to put the rope round one’s own
neck. The position this man occupied—*standing afar off ”'; his atti-
tude—* would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven ”: his gesture
—*“smote upon his breast ”—all bear witness to his sense of the solem-
nity of his confession. He felt that sin had separated him from God,
that he deserved nothing but wrath, and the burden of guilt lay heavy
on his heart. Mere lip-confession is a slight affair, but sin felt

“ Cuts deap beyond expression.”

Alas, we find but few thus sensible of their condition as sinners in God’s
sight. Man’s misery is aggravated by his unconsciousness of his con-
dition. * The whole have no need of the physician, but they that are
sick.” The disease must be felt before the remedy can be appreciated,
sought, or applied. The experience depicted in this man is very salufary.
It shows ns sin in its true colours, causes us to hate and abhor its very
nature, while we justify God in His righteous judgment upon it, and all
legal hope dies in our soul.

“ A sinner ” (such ae this) * is a sacred thing,
The Holy Ghost has made hir so.”

This prayer appeals alone to mercy. There is no attempt at self-
justification or excuse. ‘God be merciful to me a sinner,” or, as in the
margin of the Revised Version, * t%¢ sinner,” Excuses for sins prove
an unsound heart. Where the Holy Ghost has wrought effectually, the
soul lies low in the dust of self-abasement, and regards itself as ¢ chief
of sinners.” ‘The futile efforts to cleanse its own sin have been aban-
doned. The leprosy is felt to have spread over the whole soul. Self-
extennation is no longer possible, and the only rescurce left is the free,
sovereign, boundless mercy of God. It was only when the debtors in
the parable had nothing to pay that their Lord frankly forgave them.
God’s mercy cannot be purchased, it flows freely from His heart, and
flows freest to those who are most deeply sensible of their unworthiness.

“ All the fitness He requireth
Is to feel your need of Him;
This He gives you,

'Tis His Spirit's rising beam.”
Mercy and misery match each other. Big sinners speed better at the
mercy-seat than little sinners. David made the greatness of his sin an
argument for speedy relief. “For Thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon
mine iniqnity; for it iz great.” The wise surgeon gives first attention
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to the patient most severely wounded. The philanthropist seeks out the
cases of direst misery to minister relief. And so with our gracious
God—

“The poorer the wretch, the welcomer here.”

Our wounds and bruises are our best recommendations to the sinner’s
great Physician. Our sense of misery appeals best to mercy. “ God be
merciful to me a sinner,” is a prayer that cannot be improved upon. It
is an ingenuous confession of our fault, an humble profession of faith
in His gracious character and promises, and, like an arrow shot by a
gkilful archer, it speeds straight to the mark, and touches the heart of
a merciful God. ¢ He went down to His house justified.”

The offerer of this prayer /arl ks rije on the mercy-sent, the propitia-
tory. Under the Levitical dispensation all forgiveness came by way of
sacrifice. Specially on the day of atonement the blood of the sacrifice
was taken within the vail, and sprinkied on and befcre the mercy-seat
—the propitiatory. The word used in this prayer has been rendered by
some, “ God be propitious to me a ginner.” * Without shedding of blood
is no remission.” God cannot act contrary to His own holiness, or do
violence to His own holy law. Justice must be satisfied by the adequate
punishment of sin ere mercy can relieve the sinner. God, whom we have
offended, in His infinite love and wisdom devised the wondrous way in
which “ He is just, and the Justifier of sinners who believe in Jesus.”
This was shadowed forth in the old ceremonies by the sacrifices. The
publican’s faith laid hold upon this, and pleaded for mercy on the
ground of the propitiation. We who are favoured with Gospel light see
this precious truth more clearly. ¢ He bath made Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in
Him.” This wondrous provision of the Lawb of God, who beareth
away our sins, is the grandest display of the mercy of God, and affords
a warrant for every poor burdened sinner to approach the mercy seat
and plead for forgiveness, with the sweet assurance that he cannot plead
in vain.

¢ My faith would lay ber hand
On that dear head of Thine,

‘While like a penitent I stand,
And there confess my sin.”

In conclusion, we notice the comprehensiveness of this prayer. The
portrait here drawn has been a matter of fact in the experience of
millions. Though the parable was given primarily as a reproof to those
who “trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised
others,” and is admirably adapted to bring down their pride, it is equally
suitable for the comfort and encouragement of broken-hearted penitents.
The words, though few, express all their need and deepest desires. Nor
is their nse confined to the seeking sonl. The holiest saint on earth finds
in them the expression of his need at the close of his holiest day on earth.
** God be merciful to me a sinner ” will never be obsolete so long as
living souls exist on this earth. Let us rejoice that this prayer is ever
as acceptable to God as appropriate to ns. All who from their hearts
pray the publican’s prayer here, shall assuredly sing the song of the
ransomed above. Reader, is it thus with you ?
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. II.
H. D. SANDELL.

HE following is a brief account of the origin, &c., of Mr. H. D.
Sandell, pastor of Ebenezer, Fulham, whose call by grace and to
the ministry has recently been given in our pages. Ouar brother says :—

“I was born on April 22nd, 1848, in the parish of St. Saviour’s,
Southwark. My parents were then rather reduced in circumstances,
having failed in business only a little while before, and heing the
youngest of six my prospects were not very bright. However, I was put
to a good school in the Borough-road, where no doubt I should have
remained for several years, had 1t not been for an unpleasant event that
suddenly terminated my attendance there. An under-master in charge
of the school had a great difficulty in obtaining attention, whereupon
he became most severe, and I was one of the unfortunate victims who
suffered for the wrong-doing of others, and therefore determined not to
go again.

¢ After this I was placed at another school, but did not remain there
very long. Being allowed to have my own way, I preferred going to
work, which I did at the age of 14. How and where the Lord called
me by His sovereign grace has already appeared in the E. V. & G. H.
for August, 1894. After I was married I had the privilege of attending
the ministry of such faithful men as the late esteemed John Hazelton,
Mr. E. Vinall, City-road. I also frequently attended Gower-street.
Being called under the ministry of My. T. Whittle, who was an
Independent, my mind became rather perplexed in reference to believers’
baptism. I now resolved to give up reading all controversial writings
on the subject,—trusting to the Word of God alone to be my guide in
this matter.

“In the providence of God I removed to the north of London, in
May, 1876, and through reading the Baptist Almanack I found there
was a canse in Wedmore-street, Upper Holloway. Having a strong
desire to find a settled home, I became very much attached to the people
worshipping there. When the church was re-formed, under the pastorate
of the late Mr. H. Boulton, I was admitted as a member, August 7th,
1879, and baptized by him at Providence Chapel, Upper-street, Islington,
September 8rd, 1879 ; and was chosen deacon April, 1880, which office
I continued to hold till 1894, when I was obliged to resign, having
accepted the invitation to the pastorate of Ebenezer Chapel, Lillie-road,
Fulham.”

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
Hoxe aNp CommoN Tuings.—No. 2.—LIGHT.

ANE of the first comforts of our everyday life is light, and we feel as
U Solomon said of old, *Truly the light is sweet, and it is a pleasant
thing to the eyes to behold the sun.” Some dwellings situated in close
and crowded neighbourhoods are not very light, and there the fogs and
gloom gather quickest and linger longest, and to those who live in more
favoured spots such abodes seem very uninviting and depressing. We
find artificial light very useful, but places that require such illumination
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constantly, where gas or lamps must be always burning, are neither
healthy nor desirable; but there is always something invigorating and
delightful in the clear bright sunshine, especially after a season of dark
foggy weather. Ouar forefathers, in London at any rate, must have shut
oub a good deal of light with their closely-built rows of houses, small
windows, and tiny panes of glass. The modern style of building is
certainly brighter and more cheerful, and the best enliveners of the
spirits are those that are natural and healthy—God’s air and God’s sun-
light. But light ie a symbolical word; that is to say, it illustrates and
describes other things.

In the daylight we can see everything around us clearly, if we have
good eyesight; we can easily tell our way if travelling, or find what we
are looking for, and so light comes to mean knowledge and understand-
ing. We speak of the times when ignorance and superstition reigned
supreme, a8 the “dark ages” of the world, and our own days are often
styled the ¢ enlightened nineteenth century,” although there is un-
happily much error and superstition prevailing now, and here, in our
own highly favoured land; and it is still as evident us it ever was, that
“ the world by wisdom knows not God.”

Then darkness sets forth secrecy, and evil-doers talk of *‘keeping”
things “dark ” which they do not want discovered, for light, both
literally and figuratively, is that which shows matters-and persons just
as they really are. It is well in our natural homes if light in these
senses of knowledge and straightforwardness is found, and things are
“ open and above board,” as the saying is; for deception and falsehood
are miserable, as well as wicked habits, and lead to no end of unhappi-
ness and sorrow. May you all have plenty of light in your dwellings.
But my last paper spoke about another and infinitely better home, and
there is certainly a fulness of light there, for “ God is light, and in Him
is no darkness at all.” Light in the sense of perfect purity, knowledye,
glory, and blessedness, and light that gives light to enlighten others. It
is said of the Lord Jesus that He ¢ was the Light which lighteth every
man,” and He Himself declared, “ As long as T am in the world, I am
the Light of the world.” The Creator of the glorions sun is Himself,
the Sun of Righteousness, and it is in His light we see light. *That
which doth make manifest is light ;” or, light is that which manifests
and shows things forth. .

In the dark neither beauty nor ugliness are visible to our eyes, for
they were formed for the light, and artificial light is not always reliable.
Many dyed colours appear quite different as viewed by day or night
ll.ght. I have some wool flowers which are orange coloured in the day-
time and a decided pink in the evening when the lamps are lighted; and
I bave known people who have bought things by gas-light, finding
them altogether different to what they expected when examined the next
day. And I am sure this is solemnly true in relation to spiritual things.
Saul of Tarsus, the Pharisee, thought he lived in an atmosphere of light,
sitting at the feet of the learned Gamaliel, well versed in all the secular
and religious knowledge of the Jews. He thought he saw things very
clearly, and knew * what was what " very well indeed. He was in the
la}np]ight of human traditions, ideas, and prejudices, and it looked to

Im ag if Jesus of Nazareth was an impostor, and those who followed
Him fanatics and heretics. But a light from heaven above the bright-
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ness of the sun shone upon his heart as well as his eyes, and then he saw
what a great and terrible mistake ke had been making; and brought
into God’'s kingdom, his whole life, and thoughts, and actions, were
completely changed. Thus the uncertain light of reason often leads
people astray, and conscience needs to be enlightened by the Holy
Spirit of God.

Dear young friends, have you received God’s light? Has His holy
Word been made to you a “a living bright reality”> Have you dis-
covered that you are sinful, weak, and unworthy, and that none but
Jesus can save and bless you? Do you see Him to be altogether lovely,
and desire to know Him? If so, God who commanded light to shine
out of darkness in the first creation %es shined into your heart, and
that light will grow and increase and give you peace, and guide you
safely to God, to glory,and to heaven; for  the path of the just is as
the shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
Oh, send out Thy light and Thy truth, dear Lord! let them lead usand
guide us to Thy house, Thy people, and Thyself. Amen.

THE MYSTERY OF AFFLICTION.
By Josiam Morring, Hice WYCOMBE.

“ There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; bu't \:\:111
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”"—
1 Cor. x. 13.

THE Word of the Lord abounds with many- infallible declarations,

showing us how salvation is effected for us, and s us. That it 1s
all of free and sovereign grace, from first to last, is inanifest: the joint
work of the Father, and of the 3on, and of the Holy Ghost: the God of
salvation. Then there are many admonitions for regulating the lives o’f’
the saved. *‘Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ
(R.V.). Encouragements and consolations also abound, from Genesis
to Revelation. The Holy Ghost makes use of both admonitions and
consolations, for the accomplishment of His gracious purposes, with the
elect. Admonitions and consolations are frequently linked t;oget;l;er.
It is so here. The Corinthians were tempted to idolatry. ~Alluring
baits were being dangled before them. Read the whole chapter
carefully, then the significance of the text becomes more apparent.
The first eleven verses show the force of the  wherefore” in ver. 12.
Ver. 13 serves to bring out the importance of the *wherefore” in
ver. 14, in relation to the remaining part of the chapter. It is a
grave injustice to take any one portion of the Word, and separate
it from its context, and expound it regardless of *‘the analogy of
faith.” Such has many times been the case with this text, making
it say what it does not say, and what God has not said. Thus, to
many, it has been made a stumbling block in relation to sad cases
which occasionally occur. Our object in this paper is to seek, by the
help of the * Spirit of Truth,” to remove the stumbling block, rather
than to attempt to give an elaborate exposition of the text. )

First, then, let it specially be observed, it does not say, God will never
allow any of His dear people to be affected by templalions so as never to
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Jall or do wrony. For if so, who hath hope? *“A just man falleth
seven times and riseth up again.”” Instances abound. The experience
of every believer corroborates the truth. Nothwithstanding the goor
Ll(l)rd may very graciously preserve them from openly falling: but, not
all!

Temptation supposes the tempted one lo be in the possession of their
prroper reasoniny faculties, to have a knowledge of what is right and
what is wrong, otherwise, moral accountability has no foundation.
These words were addressed to the Corinthians as ‘ wise men,”
capable of judging what was spoken (ver. 15). But one bereft of his
reasoning faculties cannot be regarded as a wise man, capable of judging
the ¢ the deep things of God.” God is just, and He does not expect of
His dear people what they are not able to perform.

Again, there is a vast difference betwesn temptations and afflictions.
Is this sufficiently considered ? Many err on this point in connection
with the text, making no distinction. True, afflictions may sometimes
become the means of temptations. Afflictions are either physical or
mental. Physical afflictions vary. Their name is legion. They are all
weakening and killing. No man, be he king or peasant, can long with-
stand them. By strength of will, or robust constitution, some may hold
out longer than others, but ultimately afHlictions conquer. Apoplezy is
not the work of a minute or of an hour. It is simply the finishing
stroke of the secret, and perhaps unsuspected, fatal worker on the brain.
Syncope is only the stopping of the machine which had for months,
perhaps years, been gradually, and it may be imperceptibly, slackening
its speed. Paralysis is the loosening of the tent-cords by an unseen, buc
unerring, and irresistible hand. Some physical diseases produce mental
derangement, In the height of a fever the patient sometimes raves, and
the queerest things are said and doue, even by the godly : things, their
dearest friends would perhaps shrink from telling them of, when re-
covered, for fear of paining their sanctified minds. Some mental
diseases icome, it may be, apart from apparent, although not actually
physical causes. Whatever the cause, how varied the effects! One who
has lived in the midst of poverty, and now confined in a lanatic asylum,
imagines himself a king, and his fellow inmates his subjects. Another
dreams he i3 Prince Bismarck, and the room he occupies to be his state
apartments. A third is gloomy, and to him everything wears a gloomy
aspect. He fancies the best and proper thing to do, is, to get out of this
miserable world as soon as possible. But who seriously lays to heart
anything those poor creatures say or do? We grieve over their sad
condition, but know well they are not in the least accountable either for
what they say or do. Yet, strange to say, if these poor, afflicted creatures
(we speak of such as were evidently believers in Jesas Christ) should in
the order of the inscrutable but unerring providence of God be left to
take away their own lives, some good people should have such grave
doubts about their eternal safety, notwithstanding all the previous and
clearest evidence of their Christianity. Why should they so doubt?
Surely we are not 8o far lost to right reasoning, and to a sense of divine
goodness, justice, and righteousness, as to suppose that ome mentally
deranged is considered an accountable being, or that their past faith in
a precions Christ is now considered a thing of naught. Some cases
which have come under the writer's notice arve worthy of consideration.
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Ouge who was a lover of free and sovereign grace, and for many years
preached it, and for which purpose he probably travelled no less than
15,000 miles, braving all weathers across a bleak country. There are
many living witnesses that his *‘testimony of Jesus"” was, by the
effectual operations of the Holy Ghost, made life and power to their
souls. His character was consistent. He was always ready to exemplify
his Christianity in acts of kindness and charity. Reverses in temporal
matters set in; he was obliged to relinquish his business. Instead of
his usual cheerfulness, a sad, gloomy state came over him. A dreadful
noise was almost continually in his head, which, he told me, distracted
him. Poor dear fellow! He was found upon his knees in the kitchen
with his head in a pail of water. Dead! Another, who for many years
had honourably sustained the office of deacon in a cause of truth. He
was Tespected and loved. Under heavy trials of long duration, his
mind gave way. He partly recovered; his conversation was spiritual.
He went again to the house of God, and spake so blessedly of God's
dealings with his soul, the people were melted into tears. Again he
sank. It became needful to watch him, but he eluded the watchfulness
of his friends. A search was made. Ah, sad find! Dead in a pond!
Yet another case ; a woman whom I knew for many years, and always
esteemed as a most consistent Christian : for many years a member of a
cause of trath and of unblemished character. Heavy domestic troubles
crashed her spirit. Afflictions and sorrows overbalanced her reason.
While a trial was being talked over by the family she left the house.
To the intense grief of the whole family, and of all who knew her, after
many hours search the body of the poor dear was found in a river.
Probably many of my readers remember similar cases. Dare we say,
have we any right to say, or surmise, that their long years of consistent
life of attachment and love to the honse of God, to the truth of God, to
the people of God, and evidently to the Christ of God, was all hollow
hypocrisy? God forbid! We do not hold them up as paragons of human
perfection, but we believe they were complete in Christ, and it would
perhaps be a difficult matter to find Christians of more unblemished
characters than were they. Have we any more right to doubt the ever-
lasting safety of those poor, dear creatures. than we bave of those who
have died of fevers and other diseases, which have produced delirium ?
Many of God’s dear people have been favoured with their reason till the
very last, and numbers have been blessed with the enjoyment of the
presence of their Lord, so as to fill them with ecstatic joy (and.O how
desirable !), but thousands upon thousands who have lived ** by the faith
of the Son of God,” on account of the nature of their complaint, have
sank into a state of coma, and have been iusensible for hours, days_, and
even for weeks, before the end has come. But in every case the disease
has killed them. A man in a state of somnambulism gets up in the
night, falls from the balcony on to the pavement below, and is killed.
Is it snicide ? Do the jury at the coroner’s inquest think so? Do
they return a verdict of felo-de-se? Most decidedly not! Is, then, the
poor creature whose reason is gone, throngh God's afflicting hand, more
accountable thau the somnambulist? A thousand times no. Not a whit!
Physical diseases, then, take away the strength of the body. Mental
afflictions take away the strength of the mind. Sometimes the former
without the latter. Sometimes the latter without the former. Some-
times both work together. In neither case does the afftiction spring
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out of the dust. They have not been of the patient’s seeking. In many
cagses means were used to avert the issues. In other cases they came
unexpectedly, and worked suddenly (speedily) and effectually. Prohably
in none could they have been avoided. As God does not hold the one
accountable neither for the nature nor issues of the physical, so He does
not hold the other accountable either for the nature or the issues of the
mental. Many of the godly are to-day confined in asylums. They could
not prevent their sad affliction- nor conld their friends. We deeply
sympathise with them and their friends, as also with those who have
been so painfully bereaved. May our covenant God graciously sustain
and comfort them with the strong consolations of the Gospel and help
them to— :

“ Judge not the Lord by feeble sense;”
for

' % Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain ;

God is His own Interpreter,
And He will make it plain.”

If not now, in the light of heaven.

FOOTSTEPS OF THE FLOCK.
By M. A. J.

VFOR some few months after the experience related in the last paper

things went on in a very tranquil state. I was happy, and the
friends- who were the, ¢ pillars ” of the Church were exceedingly kind
and considerate towards me. Being blest with an active mind, I began
to think much of the things I had heard the dear old saints talk about,
for then “ they that feared the Lord spake often one to another.” Yes;
and they talked very much ahout the way they had been led; they spoke
gratefully of deliverances experienced. They delighted to speak of the
grace, love, and abundant mercy of their Covenant Head, which * passed
before them in the way.” The dear old pilgrims may be despised in
these modern days of latitudinurianism; however, be that as it may,
they bore the distingunishing mark of being the adopted sons and
danghters of the Lord God Almighty. Verily, it was a profitable school
for a young man to be in.

While they spoke of things temporal and things spiritual, things
providential and eternal, and of those divine spiritual blessings of joy
and peace experienced in their souls, they also said a great deal about
Iheology. The great doctrines of the Gospel were precious to their
hearts—I mean those fundamental doctrines of sovereign and unmerited
grace. Well do I remember how keenly I felt my ignorance of these
sublime things. The result of this feeling laid an absolute necessity
upon me to search the Word., Strange as it may appear to many, I
possessed at that time no ““ Body of Systematic Theology,” Gill’s ¢ Body
of Divinity ” had not fallen into my hands; indeed, I had never heard
of the man or his works. The Bible and the EARTHEN VESSEL cousti-
tuted my library, and in tbem I possessed a rich mine of real spiritual
wealth.

It will not surprise my reader when I tell him that for the first two

E
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or three years I stood, as it were, between the two great doctrines of free-
will and free-grace. These particular terms I have picked up from dis-
courses I then heard from our pastor; but he being a man of culture,
and myself the reverse, consequently I failed to grasp the sublimity of
his utterances, so that I was very much like the pendulum, swayed from
one side to the other. However, I made it a matter of prayer, and began
a resolute investigating of the Word of God, until I had formulated a
miniature system of divinity for myself. I will give you the bare-bones
of that very imperfect system, from which you may see how some of us
older men had to feel our way as best we could.

There was no question as to the fall of our first parents, and no
doubt as to the existence of an evil being, whose sole object was the ruin
and, if possible, to blast for ever the happiness of man. The very
existence of sin, and the evil I often felt in my corrupt nature, was sufti-
cient evidence to convince me on these points; and, further, the total
depravity of the whole human family I satisfactorily proved from Scrip-
ture and experience, and I have not been able to change these convic-
tions in any way, only to get a deeper insight into them, ]

By long and tedious degrees I was led to see, and I trust, in a small
measure, to rejoice in the covenant of redemption; that to me meant
that God had chosen His beloved Son to be the Redeemer of His people
*“before the habitual parts of the earth were formed.” That He also
chose His people in Christ unto eternal salvation before the foundation
of vhe world. Hence those who were chosen in Christ are in time effec-
vually called by His Word and Spirit to a saving knowledge of His truth.
They are cleansed by the blood, and justified by the grace of Jesus Christ,
so that salvation from firat to last is all of grace. This is the bars sub-
stance of my creed formulated more than /2ty years ago. And after all
these years I feel that I have no other creed; neither do I want one, for
truly, Christ alone s all my salvation. During this long period I have
read some little of the works of our great divines, and I find that what
they advance confirms whav I, by dint of much labour, gathered from
the Word myself; of course, mine is only a drop compared to their
ocean.

The writer had many battles to fight, and sometimes defeated, at
other times victorious. Yet I can assure the reader that I have not
knowingly departed from those landmarks of truth, which has truly
been the guide of my life, neither do I wish to. By the grace of God we will
abide by the grand bulwaris of truth, and the pillars upon which the
Church exists, and will continue to exist, until ¢ Christ shall see of the
travail of His soul and be satisfied.”

It is advisable that men should think out for themselves, and search
the Word for their own personal instruction, so that they may know
what as well as whom they believe. Moreover, such a course will balance
the mind, fix the heart, and confirm our faith., If our r¢sing men are to
be strong, unmovable, rooted, and grounded, they must have a good
foundation. To enjoy safety, we must realise the force of Christ's
teaching; and to know what He tanght, search the New Testament.
The reason why so many are unsettled and unstable is because they do
not earnestly, prayerfully seek to know the fundamental verities of the
vlorious and unchangeable Gospel of our adorable and ever precious
Teacher, Saviour, Priest, and King.
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DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.

By J. J. Sampson.

" Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead the tbird day.”—Luke xxiv, 46.
WE have before us the words of Him who spake as never man spake,
and this opening of the understandings of His apostles was doubt-
less a circamstance they would never forget. Wonld we not rejoice if
we could hear such an expositor of the Scriptures? yet if we consider
Him, and search the Scriptures, we shall by His Spirit be blessedly led
into the knowledge of Him, for He has promised that the Holy Spirit
shall take of the things of Christ and shew them unto us. May He do
so more and more, that our hearts may be found trusting entirely in Him,
jeaning ouly on Him, and rejoicing in His great salvation. While on
the way to Emmans with His two disciples, the risen Lord expounded
unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself, beginning
at Moses and all the prophets. When He spake to the Jews He told
them to * Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life,
and they are they which testify of Me.”

The apostle Paul also spent much of his time reasoning with the
Jews from the Scriptures and proving that Jesus is very Christ. The
prophets undoubtedly spake of a suffering Messiah and of a risen Messiah.
1t behoved Christ to suffer, because by no other way could he buy back
the people whom the Father had chosen in Him, and who had sold them-
selves under sin. By their sins they had become debtors to the law, for
thelaw demanded either a perfect and complete fulfilment or a forfeited
life, the banishing for ever of the soul from all pleasure into an ever-
lasting punishment and condition of woe. Thus it behoved Christ to
suffer and bear the punishment due to those for whom He stood surety,
they being utterly unable to make any payment. Again, it behoved Him
tosuffer because He had covenanted to redeem this chosen people and
make them holy and pure, so that He might present them to the Father,
not having spot nor wrinkle nor any such thing.

It behoved the ANOINTED to suffer. ‘ Thou shalt call His name
Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins;” bat in the word
Christ we have more than Saviour, for it is this title that adds validity
to the work. He is the Father’s anointed Substitute, the anointed
Priest, the anointed King. Nothing else could suffice the claims of
Divine Justice; hence being the anointed Substitute, He must saffer in
theiv stead and bear their sins in His own body on the tree. The
priests of old had animals and birds to offer, yet these could never take
away sin; but this anointed Priest offered Himself, and so put away sin
by the sacrifice of Himself.

Christ suffered.—What He suffered none can ever tell or arrive at
any definite conclusion; but I am convinced His sufferings must have
been most agonising, When we remember that He had ail the sins of
millions of the human race placed upon Him, being made sin for us,
and bore the curse for each individually, being made a curse for ns, and
that the agony of a lost soul in hell is such that there is weeping and
wailing, what must His sufferings have been as He endured this carse
for each of His people? for if He redeemed them Hemust have paid the
price for each. The high priest bare the children of Israel on his breast-
plate and on his shounlders, and Christ bare His people individually in
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His heart of love and in His arm of strength, and with His omnipotent
eye could view all of them; and thus it is written: “ By His knowledge
shall My righteous servant justify mauy, for He shall bear their iniquities.”

It behoved Christ to rise from the dead the third day. Having
finished the work He had undertaken to do, God raised Christ from the
dead, proving without doubt that His sacrifice was accepted, that full
payment was made, that justice was satisfied, and that now there remaineth
no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus. Yes! Jesus had
covenanted to save His people from their sins, and having cried, “ It 15
FixrsHED,” we have confidence that He had saved them because God
raised Him from the dead. Yet it behoved Christ to rise from the dead,
that He might reign as the conquering King, in order to bring home
those whom IHe iad saved, and thus give unto them all the blessings that
He had received for them; and He is now exalted a Prince and a
Saviour to give repentance unio Israel and the remission of their sins;
hence He pointed out that repentance and remission should be preached
in His name.

Grace is first and grace is last in all God’s dealings with His people.
Repentance and remission are to be preached in His name; were it other-
wise, never would He have to dispense remission, for without His work
in the heart none would have such repentance as is here mentioned.
What encouragement is here for the labourer in the Lord’s vineyard!
Nothing can frustrate his Lord’s designs, He has brought in an everlast-
ing salvation for His chosen ones, and will bless His own Word and in
His own time give repentance unto each. The Lord Himself thus has
inseparably connected these words,and has shown their connection with
Himself, for He says, “ Repentance and remission should be preached in
His name.”

It behoved Christ to rise from the dead in order that He might
ascend to His Father, to present His full atonement to Him and remain
in heaven as our King and Priest. Yes, He must reign until He hath
put all enemies under His feet. Many have been, and are, the enemies
of Christ and His kingdom; but blessed be God, He reigns, and so the
prophet Isaiah was told to utter the word, ““He shall see of the travail
of His soul and shall be satisfied,” and through our reigning King this
shall be accomplished, for all opposition shall be overcome by Him. We
have in John xvii. a sample of tke intercession of the Saviour; and it
behoved Him to 1ise from the dead in order for Him' to fulfil all that
Moses had written of Him, and all that had been typified of Him here
by the high priest, who went year by year into the holy place to make
atonement and intercede for the people; so it behoved Christ to rise from
the dead in order for Him, as the great High Priest, to enter, not into the
holy place made with hands, but into heaven itself, and not with the
hlood of goats and calves, but by His own blood, having obtained eternal
redemption for us, and in order that He may appear in the presence of
Grod for us as our intercessor for ever.

Come, then, ye who feel your need of an atonement, ye who feel your
need of one to intercede on your behalf as a sinner far off from God, it ie
written, ** He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto
God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” We
have not now to wait for the day of atonement to come round, which
never perfected any, nor took away sins, but only reminded those so
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engaged that sin was still with them; no, we have the glorious fact, throngh
the resurrection of Christ from the dead and His ascension into the
heavens, that He has offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, and by one
offering perfected for ever them who are sanctified, and that He has sat
down on the right hand of God; and do we not in our pilgrimage find
need of this glorious great High Priest in His office as Intercessor? Are
there not occasions in our lives when the Word cheers us: “We have
not & bigh priest who cannot be touched with the feelings of our infir-
mities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let
us, therefore, come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need ” ?

It behoved Him to rise from the dead that He might fulfil His own
word: “In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you; and if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;
that where I am there ye may be also.”

Fellow believer, let not your heart be troubled, let not thy counten-
ance be sad as ye journey on, look not to the earth for your beloved Lord,
look not into the tomb, for He is not here, He is risen, as He said unto
you. Therefore, look up and rejoice in your risen reigning Lord, in
your risen great High Priest, and remember that unto them that look
for Him shall He appear the second time without sin unto salvation,
then shall you know more fully than ever can be understood here why it
behoved C}Zrist to suffer and to rise from the dead, and you shall realise
all the blessings in all their fulness that flow through the life, suffering,
death, and resurrection of the Christ of God.

ORIGINAL LETTER.

DEAR BROTHER GRINDROD (an old Partic”) in faith and order, of the Order of
the Gospel Nazarites, which Order dates as far back as 4000 B.c., when Adan
the First and his changeable rib was ordained and put on the robes of the
Order—royal robes of wool of Divine make (Gen.iii.), which, if it had not been
a‘“free gift " (as the robe of Christ to the Church), he, Adam, after 900 years’
labour, toil, &e., could not have paid for them (Rom. v.16). We read in
Isa. xliv. 5, “One shall” (in Gospel days) “call himself Jacob,” “ and another shall
swname himself Israel.” Now, all Nazarites are not princes, although some
will be “kings and priests.” Israel means a prince, and this brother’s full
name (as was Jacob’s) is Jacob-Israel, as we read of another good old Partic’,
<(3:111I<3d (Acts xiv. 5) “Simon Peter,” from the stock of the ** Peculiar People”
(1 Pet. ii. 9).

We may have the experience of a Jacob, hut not Israel. We may have
had a dream or two, but not seen, wrestled, and overcomne an angel. We may
be a father, but not an Abraham—si.e., a great father. Simon might catch fish
In the sea, but it is “ Simon Peter ” that catches fish in the city —viz., 3.000 in
a net that ““ brake” not. You will pardon me if I this day swrname you Caleb
(Numb. xiv., 24)—a true heart. Caleb had many good qualities. We read
he followed the Lord “ fully,” or with a true heart and * good spirit " : for 45
Years hie was true and faithful, also he retained his strength and was as strong
%85 a)s when 40, when he paid a flying visit to the Holy Land (Josh. xiv.

0, 11).

. T'look back to the first time we met in the wilderness (1852), over 40 years
since, and you are as strong and sound in the truths as the day when we-paid
a flying visit to “ Mount Zion,” (Tonge) (Heb. xii. 22). And now this day, like
Joshua, Calel's true companion and’ brother spy, I bless you in the name of
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the God of Israel (Josh. xiv. 13) and Bethesda, even New Bethesda, where
angels’ call shall be your lot, and shall be to you a Gospel inn and * twopence,”
which is, grace and strength will be equal to your needs here and a place in the

elect chorus of the heavenly temple, with the perfect singers in an endless song
hereafter. Grace be to you, Amen.

I write to inform you that next Lord's-day I do not pay my expected visit
to your Free-grace Hotel. I understand you will have quite a troop of Gadites
(1 Chron. xii. 8—15) at that corner of the field that day—one lion-like free-
gracer equal to 1,000 free-will priests,—while at another cormer of the field
there is not even a left-handed Benjamite ; so I pray you let thy servaot take
the bow and sling to that corner; perchance the enemy may be on the qui vive.
You will bave Suttle, Whindall; Hope, Drousfield, Fletcher (add Knott and
Caleb, who is Robert), with so much talent, sons of prophets and sons of
thunder, &c. ; you can spare one whp is not even a son of a prophet, but a
cordwainer by trade, and, to fill up time, gather figs (odd texts) that the
parsons overlook (Amos vii. 14) which by-the-bye make some grand elixir
which is in good demand and only.obtained.at 209, A. N. R. City. 1st. In
Commander Suttle you have a host, bit, like Issachar, he needs help or rest.
Strong as he may be to-day, for even three burdens (Gen. xlix. 14, 15) he will
welcome the heavenly rest and pbgant land. 2nd. Guard Whindall, ever
ready, he is our Othnil, who, when nBeds be, he can storm Debir and lead the
people (Josh. xv. 13—19). 3rd. Recorder Knott may be in the camp ; he is
on the staff and of a noble house (Scotch), “ men who know the signs of the
times " (1 Chron. xii, 32) ; he can explain to us the knotty questions of the
Queen, Moses, and Christ. 4th. Elder Drousfield will take command at 2.30 ;
he is one of these odd men who is in place in the desk, chair, class, or pew; he
also has seen the Holy Land, but did not go under the *stream.” When he
gets on this side of the flood he shall sit at the table in New Testament order.
5th. Our Brother Good Hope, who has a large heart, and, like good Lazarus,
has two worthy sisters that always attend him (Faith and Charity). I hope
that your hope may be raised when Brother Hope addresses the sons of Hope
ou the Holy Land, a type of the heavenly we hope to gain. 6th. Perchance
our wandering brother Fletchier, who, seeing so much, got confused and
became the subject of grave omissions, is somewhat like the noted Ahimaaz,
who, after a quick run, had to turn aside aud stay a while before he ran again
(2 Sam. xviii. 30). 7th. Caleb, who also is called * Robert,” who ever abides
by the stuff, facing the foe at every turn, like one of David's true followers.
God-willing, I shall be at another corner of the field called “ Ziou's Hill,” and
the prospects from this hill has been to me like Moses on Pisgaly, and like Peter
and James on another mount with a two or three more Partic’s, said, * It is good
to be here,” and at night I hope to dine on the * fatted calf,” ‘ Passover
lamb,” “ venison of the mountains of Bether,” matchless bread and water and
wine, with grapes and apples of the first vintage, &c.; and if any need medi-
cine, I shall take a few bottles (extra good) direct from the great Herbalist at
Gilead (Jer. viii. 22). Hope to have a fresh supply before Christmas, when I
visit your free-grnce surgery ; they will be direct, and made of the best of
herbs—viz., * Plant of renown,” “the forest of Lebanon,” and *the roses of
Sharon,” &c., and, to give them the proof strength, we put a few drops of
eternity into them, without which uone are genuine.

Yours truly,

November, 1894,

(Wu. Bruxpisu) Amos,

Society for the Relicf of Neceasitous
Protestant Ministers, their Widows and
Orphans. The twenty-second Annual
Report of this excellent Society is now
before ue, whioch speaks of much good
work done in relieving the Lord’s faith-
ful yet needy servants, widows, &c. The

Society is well worthy the support and
sympathy of all. It has on its committee
many of the leading ministere of truth
in the great metropolis, including—
Messrs. Bradbury, Delbey, J. E. Hazel-
ton, E. Mitohell, Pepper, Rundell, Sia-
den, and W. J. Styles.
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THE LATE JOHN BRAND, OF WICKHAM MARKET.
A Brief Memoir of the late John Brand, of Wickham Market,son of the late Joseph
Brand, the faithful Pastor of the Church at Bungay, Suffolk,
* The memory of the just is blessed.”
Ovr departed brother was born at Thundersley, Essox, on August 8, 1843.
While the influence and training of his godfy parents sto which he often
alluded) was not lost upon him, he soon gave evidence that he was born iu siu,
though preserved from going to the excess of wickedness to which many have
gone. From a child there were exercisos of mind concerning his stato as a
sinner before God. The work of grace in his soul was of gradual development.
He could never Yoint to any special time or place where it was begun, and thix
was, at times, all through life a trial to him. He has said that very often, when
in the company of other young men, the thought would powerfulfy strike him,
‘MY PATHER IS PRAYING FOR ME.”

Hix after life was a living answer to those parental prayors. He was appren-
ticed as a youth to Messrs. Garrett & Sons, Engincers, Leiston. After his
apprenticeship he removed to Wickham Market, and then to London, where it
was his privilege to sit under the ministry of the late beloved John Hazelton,
which was made a great blessing to him; here it was his thirsty soul would
drink iu the water of life,and while ¢ hoping against hope,” the clear Gospel
ministry of dear brother H. was a great comfort to him, while the spirituality
of God’s law was in him a condemning power. To the last moments our donr
brother loved to speak of the seasons spent under this inistry, and tell of his
love to the Lord’s faithful servant.

He returned to Wickham Market, aud on January 8, 1872, married Matilda,
daughter of the late Robert Bird, Baptist Minister, Rattlesdon. Entoring the
service of Messrs, Whitmore and Binyon, he was soon placed in the responsible
position of general foreman, which he held with honour to the last. During the
carly part of his marriage he attended under the ,pastorate of Mr. Jackson, a
man of God, who proclaimed a full Christ to cmpty sinners. Ie always spoke
of him with great respect. Mr. Jackson’s successor was a duty-faith man,and
our brother was often compelled to withstand him to the face. Unable longer
to get food for his soul here, he walked over to Charstield, and there found a
settled rest, and has left the savour of a sweet service behind him.  Here, on
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October 28,1877, he was baptized by brother Grimwood, now of Stonham, and
the following month was, with his dear wife (who was dismissed from the
Chureh at Halesworth), received into the fellowship of the Chureh.

He Decame =uperintendent of the Sunday-school, and to the last evineed a
deeploving interest inthe work, Will not some of his old scholars, asthey read
these lines, recall many a happy scason with him, and treasure up his plain and
faithful teaching, notably, perhaps, that powerful address of his on

“ CHRIST THE H1DING-PLACE,”

during a severe storm one Lord’s-day afternoon® On August 4, 1878, he was
called to the office of deacon, and filled it “well.” His fellow deacon, brother
Syvimonds, writesme, 1 have known him eleven years, and have been a close
associate with him, nearly all that time having gone to the house of God with
him, and always found him to be a man that I could look up to for good sound
counsel and judgment; and he was blessed with an extraordinary retentive
memory; he sustained his office with uprightness and integrity until theday of
hix death.

In 1886. our dear brother was called to pass through a heavy trial in the
loss of his loved companion. After a most trying affliction she entered her
eternal rest on August 4. Sweet to the memory of the writer are some of those
hajlowed seaxons spent at her bedside. Hers was a choice spirit, deeply taught
in the things of God. Two sons and three daughters were left to mourn her loss.

The Lord, however, graciously appeared for our brother and again found him
a true help-mect in the person of Janet Johnson Irving, of Dumfries, Scotland.
They were married by the writer at Framlingham, on December 27, 1887. The
Lord comfort our dear sister in her deep sorrow.

Our brother was the first to propose the enfranchisement of the chapel at
Charsfield, and in a few mnonths was raised the sum of £78 6s. 53d. for that pur-
pose, and placing the building in the hands of new trustees.

In January, 1894, he was sent out by the Church to preach the everlasting
Gospel wherever the Lord might open a door for him. He bears his witness to
its power now in “ nobler scenes above ”

For several months before he died, he was in a very weak state, and it was
evident that an internal complaint was getting the mastery, though he was never
closely confined to his bed. As he expresseda wish to see me, I hurried down
by the first train on Monday, November 26, and spent a few hours with him.
What a change! The strong man bowed in weakness,and the end evidently
near. Oh, what glory filled his soul as he conversed on the truths of the ever-
lasting Gospel! To all who visited him he talked of his Lord, and the power of
His grace. His tongue was as the pen of a ready writer. He was dwelling in
the very precincts of heaven. '

In a most touching letter from his dear daughter, Annie, in which she
recalls that loving father’s wise counsel, the joy of her Christian home, the
privileges of family worship, &e., she names her last visit with her brothers and
sister to bid the dear one farewell, and adds, * I shall never forget, when we
were all in the room with him, the expression of his face when he said, ‘I cannot
tell you, my children, how precious Christ is to me now, and the truths of His
Gospel are indeed a solid reality.”” :

About two Lours before he died, he asked to be laid comfortably in bed,
saying he would “try and get a little sleep.”” On his dear wife then asking if
Jesus was precious, he exclaimed, * Precious! Ah! He isindeed. My joy is
almost more than I can bear; and He will be precious to voutoo.” These were
his last words. From that calm and peaceful sleep he awoke no more toa
world of sin and suffering. O, blessed sleep, from which none ever wake to
weep!  This was Monday, December 10. _

On the following Saturday the mortal remains were laid to rest by brother
Buggate in the presence of the sorrow-stricken widow and family, a large con-
course of people, with 1any from the hereaved Churchat Charsfield, also the
principals” of the firm, Messrs, Whitmore and Binyon, with the workmen
among whom our brother had long Jahoured.
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Brother Suggate improved the solemn event the following Lord's-day, at
Charsfield, from the words, ¢ He heing dead, yct speaketh.”

On the Saturday ere he departed to his rest, our dear hrother soleranly and
earnestly committed to his heavenly Father's care his dear wife, children —then
the causeat Charsfield —and last his dear aged mother. The Lord abundantly
answer those solemn pleadings of Iis dearly-loverld servant, prays E. Magsi,
Stratford.

THE LATE MR. H. G. MAYCOCK.

Lre the year 1894 closed, our long-known and highly-esteerned brother Hiram
George Maycock was  called up higher.” As we propose giving his portrait
and sketch next month, a brief reference will now only be made to the event.
Suffice it to say, our brother departed exclaiming, * Jesus, precious Jesus.”
The funeral took plaee on' Thursday, January 3, 1899, at Nunhead Cemetery,
when.brethren J. W. Banks, G. Palmer, J. Sanders, W. Liggood (Bexley). R.
Burbridge, and A. H. Brooks, took part.

A more retiring and, at the same time, a more eloquent preacher of the
Gospel of the grace of God we have seldom met with. He was only happy
when meditating upon and setting forth the wonders of redeeming grace and
dyiug love. He had the special gift of gaining the attention of his hearers
and holding them spellbound, while he poured forth in telling strains the sweet
theme of salvation by grace. Look for a fuller account next month.

THE LATE WILLIAM OSMOND.

THE announcement of the departure of our devoted and loving brother William
Osmond to the heavenly Canaan took us somewhat by surprise. The event
took place, as will be seen in the annexed account by brother Goodhew, secre-
tary of the Church at Ebenezer, on Tuesday, January 8, 1895. As a sketch of
the origin, call by grace and to the ministry, with a portrait, appeared in our
September number, 1892, there will be no necessity for a recapitulation, a con-
cise summary will be sufficient to refresh the memory.

William Osmond was born in the parish of Bermondsey, June 26, 1325.
He was the subject of many providential cares, being preserved from sudden
death on two or three occasions. Very early in life the Holy Spirit wrought
on his heart, through the instrumentality of the Sunday-school at Jamaica-row,
Bermondsey, where Mr. Dovey was pastor. After Mr. Dovey left, our
departed brother attended Unicorn-yard; T¢oley-street, under the ministry of
W. H. Bonner, by whom he was baptized.

Removing from Bermondsey to Stoke Newington, he joined the Church at
Mount Zion, Matthias-road. Here brother Cornwell and brother Williawu
Osmond became acquainted, and at this place they both began and went forth
preaching the Gospel about the same time. They remained staunch, unflinch-
ing friends till death broke the tie. It was eet, therefore, that brother
Cornwell should deliver the address at his funeral. William Osmoud’s first
pastorate was at Bethel, Hoxton; fer nearly seventeen years he preached here,
aund during that time baptized above a hundred persons, brother Copeland, of
Croydon, being among the nuinber. Leaving here he went to Carmel, Wool-
wich, for three years. His third and last pastorate wasat Ebenezer, Elthorne-
road, Hornsey, where he dwelt in the hearts of a fond and loving people in
peace five years. Deceased wasa frequent visitor to the Aged Pilgrims’ Asylum,
Hornsey-rise, and was much appreciated by the inmates. At the Saturday
evening prayer-meeting in the asylum, when brother Johu Hodges presided,
our departed friend often gave the address.

MEETINGS AT ELTHORNE-ROAD, HORNSEY-RISE.

Sad, indeed, were the circumstances under which the special services were
leld in commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the pastorate of Mr. W
Usmond; for instead of preaching the two sermons on Suunday, J{I.Llllill‘:\' 6th,
as announced, he was laid very low on a sick bed, but we were not without
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hope of his recovery. Mr. W, West preached instead, in the morning from
Jobu viil. 12: “Tam the Light of the world,” &c., and in the evening from
Luke x. 33, 34, on the good Samaritan. The services were continued on
Tuesday, the 8th inst.,, but when it was known that our dear pastor had
departed this life in the early morning of that day, the sorrowful effect and
gloom felt during the day can better be imagined than described. However,
M. F. C. Holden was enabled to preach in the afternoon from Isa. xli. 9, 10,
to the profit of many. In the evening a public meeting was held, presided
over by G. F. Gray, Esq.; two deacons gave a few particulars of our pastor’s
last days and close of his ministry, which came with unexpected shock to
many on arriving at the chapel. Mr. Gray made a few opening remarks from
1 Sam. xvi. 12: “ And the Lord said, Arise, anoint Him, for thisis He ;”’ M.
Langford followed from Psa. xlviii. 14: “For this God is our God for ever
and ever,” &c.; Mr. Beecher next, from Exod. iii. 12: “Certainly I will be
with thee ”’; Mr. Parnell, Isa. xlii. 16: “T will bring the blind by a way that
they knew not ”;: Mr. J. W. Banks, Heb. xiii. 1: ¢ Let brotherly love continue ”;
Mr. H. F. Noyes, Deut. xi. 10—12, on the goodly land promised to Israel. All
the services were solemnized under the cloudy dispeusation we are passing
through, yet they were proved to be sacred and with spiritual profit. The
collections were good, and intended for the pastor, but would now go
toward cost of his funeral. R

The funeral of our late pastor took place on Monday, 14th inst., when
a large number of sympathising ministers and friends assembled in our chapel,
where a short service was held, the polished oak coffin being in the view of all.
Mr. R. E. Sears presided, Mr. Holden read selections from Scripture, Mr.
Rundell prayed, and Mr. Cornwell gave a short address, and suitable hymns
were sung. On arriving at Abney Park Cemetery,

« « Earth to earth,’ we lay to rest
All that's mortal of our friend,”

was mournfully sung. Mr. Langford delivered a concisé eulogium in
memory of the departed, and Mr. E. Beecher offered solemn prayer. After a
last look into the deep grave, the mourners dispersed. We feel that Rev.
xiv, 13 is applicable to our late dear pastor.

The hymns used were from the pen of the late W. Winters. Brethren
Parnell, Burbridge, Griffiths, and Noyes, also took part. H. D. Sandell and
several other ministers were present.

THE LATE GEORGE WEBB.

G ENI1AL, kind, true servant of the Lord,

E ver beloved by all who knew him here;

O n through long years he laboured, but His Master’s word
R emoves him from our sight. Shed not a tear;

G rieve not for him : his happy soul’s at rest—

E ver he reigns on high among the blest.

W ithout a pang of suffering, but had been
E ngaged in honouring that dear name,
B orne on the wings of love (and all unseen),
B right angels for his ransomed spirit came,
West Ham. R. RAYNSFORD.

GLAD TIDINGS FROM BULL.

A7t “ Ebenezer” Strict Baptist Church, Hull, on Lord's-day, Jan. 6th and
following day, the second auniversary of the above Church was celebrated.
The services and meetings were wéll attended, and proved a season of joy to
the members, and of thanksgiving to an ever kind, gracious, and covenant-
keeping God, for His “abundant mercy” to us as a Church and people, in
“ begetting us again to a lively lLope ?.)y the resurrection of our Lord end
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Saviour Jesus Christ from the dead”™; uniting us in the bonds of Clurch
fellowship; blessing the observance of His Gospel ordinances as instituted hy
the Savioar while sojourning here below, and causing many to exclaim with
the “sweet singer of Israel,” “ How amiable are Thy tabernacles, O Lord of
losts. Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house, they will be still
praising Thee.”

Truly, we have been graciously privileged to erect another  Ebenezer”
upon our homeward way. Since this young and growing cause of truth com-
menced on Jan. 1st, 1893, the Lord has ¢ given testimony to the word of His
grace '’ by leading precious souls to realise their lost and undone condition by
nature, and drawing them to the feet of a dear Redeemer to cry for mercy: to
receive pardon and peace through the application by the blessed Spirit of the
merits and efficacy of His precious blood, and hy delivering such from the
bondage of sin and death, and bringing them into the ¢ glorious liberty of the
children of God,” as well as by enabling them not only to testify ““how great
things the Lord has done for them, and had compassion on them ’’; but also
to “arise, and be baptized,” and to enjoy the hallowed blessedness of obeying
the dear Saviour’s command: “This do in remembrance of Me.”

The Church began with seven members, we are now fifteen, with a regular
Lord’s-day school of over forty children, and a well-attended young people’s
Bible-class. During these first two years six believers have been baptized.
“Surely goodness and mercy hath followed us.” We are again favoured
with the genial presence of our friend and brother H. E. Greenwood from
Halifax, who conducted the anniversary services, preaching on Lord’s-day
morning from Acts x. 42, 43, when he dwelt more especially upon the exer-
cises of soul experienced by those whom the Lord equips and sends out to
preach the everlasting Gospel.

In the evening his subject, based upou Mark iv. 26—29, was the seed sown
and the growth of grace in the hearts of the Lord's dear people. At the
preaching service on Monday afternoon his theme was the “ abundant mercy '
of our God (1 Pet. i. 3). An excellent tea succeeded, and later a public
meeting opened with the hymn (Gadsby's 320):

“God moves in a mysterious way,"”

prayer, and the reading of Psa. lxxxiv., after which Mr. Greenwood spoke from
the Lord’s charge to Joshua i. 7, 8, upon the paramount importance of indivi-
dual, diligent, prayerful study and meditation upon God's Word, so essential in
this day of erroneous teaching, and light and frothy literature, as the secret
of spiritnal prosperity and success.

Addresses, interspersed with hynms, were also given by brothers Easter-
brook, Sharpe, and Kirk, the chairman, brother Boden, concluding with some
general remarks upon the manifest tokens of the Divine blessing vouchsafed
during the year, and calling attention to the necessity of making a constant
and continued preparation with the view of obtaining a chapel of our own, the
services being hitherto conducted in a hired room. An intimation of the fore-
sight of King David, recorded in 1 Chron. xii. 14, was recommended, a fund
having already been started in the Savings’ Bank for the purpose, to which all
swrplus proceeds of the anniversary will be added.

Strict Baptist Mission, Thirty-third | &c., &e. The Report is also full of in-

Annual Report, 1894. Free on applica-
tion to the secretaries— Mr. Briscoe, 58,
Grosvenor-road, Highbury, N.; Mr.J. R,
Wakelin, 33, Robert-street, Hampstead-
road, N.W,; or Mr. F. J. Catchpole, 11,
Jerningham-road, New Cross, S.E. The
report contains every information about
the Mission, & map showing the Mission
stations. A list of subscribers, collections,

terest, and we are sure, if our readers
procured a copy and carefully perused
it, it would be the means, under God, of
awakening sympathy on behalf of the
workabroad, and strengthening the hands
of the committee at home.

The .Australian Particular Baptist
Magazine for October is increasingly
interesting.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

Strict Haptist Mission.

For along time we have been looking
to God for men to go forth into the
Mission field, but the answer to our
prayer was delayed; far from being dis-
couraged it was resolved to pray more
carnestly, and Monday, November 19th,
1894, was set apart for an all-dav prayer-
meeting ; and for twelve hours and a
half the column of intercession ascended
up to God! Seventy special petitions
were presented to God for a man!

And the man has been given. On Dec.
7th. 1394, an offer of service was brought
before the committee, from a brother
qualified for the work. We gratefully
accepted his offer, believing it to be in
answer to prayer. Our beloved brother

SAMUEL HUTCHINSON.

a member of the Church at Chadwell-
street, has been appointed Superinten-
dent of our Mission in India and Ceylon;
and our young and devoted brother

ERNEST ALFRED BOOTH,

a member of the Church at Homerton-
row, has also been accepted as a Mis-
sionary for India. Our brethren have
civen themselves to the Lord, and tothe
Mission. We commend them to God.
May He richly bless them, keep them,
and prosper them in the far-off land.

A FAREWELL MEETING

will be held on Monday, Feb, 11th, at
Keppel-street, Russell square. W.C., to
commend our brethren tothe Lord. We
hope all our Pastorsand Deacons, inand
around London, will make an effort to
be present. and urge their friends to
come.

This ferward mevement of our Mission
should be supported by a crowded and
enthusiastic meeting! We hope to see
our teachers and elder scholars in large
numbere.

For the full particulars of the Meet-
ing, we refer our readers to the adver-
tisement on the cover of this Magazine.

We would also suggest to our friends
whom the Lord has prospered, that this
will be a fitting opportunity for them
to present their gifts unto the Lord.
The Committee appeal to all our
Churches for their prayerful sympathy,
and liberal suppert. We have nodoubt,
for it is the Lord’s work,and He will
send the means; but His Word sanctions
the *‘stirring up of your pure minds.”
PBrethren,and sisters, come and see; cone
and help—R. B. SEARS, Vice-President.

i, Grove-road, Bow, E

CHATHAM (ENON). — New Year's
services were held on Lord's-day,

being graciously helped to proclaim the
Gospel, the services proving instructing,
comforting, and God-glorifying, On
Wednesday, the 16th, Mr. E. Marsh ex-
patiated to a goodly number in the
afternoon; we felt it to be a heart-
cheering opportunity, and, as the pre-
cious words were dwelt upon, our hearts
were drawn together by the love of
Christ. A goodly number sat down
to tea, after which a public meetin,
was held, presided over by our genial,
loving brother, F. C. Holden. Brethren
Hall (Meopham) and Denmee (Maid-
stone) gave us sound, cheering addresses,
and thus ended another season of real
pleasure in God's house, to whom be all
the glory.

WATTISHAM. — Sunday-school New
Year’s service was held on January 4th.
Tea was provided for the children and
friends in the schoolroom. At the even-
ing service our pastor presided, and a
%ood number of friends were present.

rother S. Gowing led us in prayer.
Qur pastor spoke of the importance of
Sunday-school teaching. Brother G,
Squirrell, superintendent, said the con-
dition of the school was encouraging.
Three suitable books were given to three
of the lads for correctly repeating Psa.
1xxxv.—two by brother Brooks and one
frorm the school. Brother D. Dickerson
addressed the children, who listened
with marked attention. Brother A,
Kuell spoke of the value of God’s Word.
Brother Brooks dwelt on the importance
of prayer. Brother W.Deayves proposed
a vote of thanks on behalf of the
school, and was glad to see so many
parents and friends present, and for the
addresses there was no book like the
Bible; he asked the prayers and sym-
pathies of the Church and friends. May
our New Year’s motto be *Jesus only.”
So prays WILLIAM DEAVES, Ringshall.

HALESWORTH.—We were privileged
to hold our New Year's meeting on
January 9th with feelings of rejoicing.
Through the inclemency of the weather
several were unable to be present; this
did not hinder the presenoe of the
Master, for the Lord was tbere. Our
pastor-was_present, supported by the
two deacons and a band of young
people, Tea was provided in the vestry,
after which a public meeting was held,
when addresses were delivered by the
pastor and brother A. Aldous. Our
pastor spoke of the Lord's goodness
through another year. We are t ankfl_ll
for the love and unity that prevails in
our midst—no notes of discord. *We can
say, “ It is pleasant for brethren to

January 13th, sermons being preached | dwell together in unity.” The preached

by Mr. J. Bonney, our dear brother

Word has been blest tosaint and sinner.
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One plensing foature of our gathering
was that we had with us astripling who
the Sunday before was received into
fellowship, after walking through the
ordinance of baptism. To God be the
glory. The happy meeting was brought
to a close by singing the dear old
hymn—
“ Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,
‘The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.”

—C. G.G.

NORTHAMPTON (PROVIDENCE)—
The annual meeting in connection with
the pastor’s week-evening Bible-class
was held on Thursday, January 3rd. A
capital tea was provided in the school-
room. As soon as the tables were
cleared the business meeting com-
menced under the presidency of the
pastor, Mr, Joseph Walker. After the
nusual devotional exercise, the secretary,
Mr. Harry I. Neville, read his report,
which showed an average attendance
during the past. quarter of 34 The
treasurer, Miss Sharp, then gave her
report, which was very satisfactory,
showing a balance in hand of £1 83, 8d.
It was decided to send a donation of
£1 1s. to Dr. Barnardo’s homes. The
election of officers was next pro-
ceeded with, followed by the drawing
up of the programme for next quarter,
and, as the president had drawn one up
by way of suggestion, it was unani-
mously decided to adopt the same—viz.,
some names and titles of our Liord,—to
be introduced each evening by the
president and pastor (Mr. J. Walker),
The Bible-class has now commenced on
its third year, and is in a very flourish-
ing condition, and we trust that by the
blessing of God upon the labours of our
dear pastor amongst the young that it
will be a means of keeping on the cause
of truth in this place when those who
are older in years will be called hence.
May He send His blessing more abun-
dantly upon the young and rising race
in all our churches, is the earnest
prayer of HARRY I, NEVILLE, Hon. Sec.

MR.SHAW'S WELCOME TO SALEM
CHAPEL, BOND-ST., BRIGHTON.
TU#SDAY, Jan. 8, 1895, witnessed some
very interesting services in connection
with the above-named place of worship.
It is the oldest Baptist cause in the town,
being 108 yearsold, formed on Strict and
Particular Baptist principles, and
through God’s grace, has still main-
tained them, amidst many trials and
changes. We were left in a state of
widowhood by the calling home to rest
of Mr. E. Masterson, the late pastor, in
July, 1893. It has been a most anxious
time. But we trust the Lord has, not
only heard and answered prayer, but

sent us a pastor after His own heart.
Mr. Fredrick Shaw has supplied the
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pulpit for some months, and after a
unanimous invitation to take the over—
sight of the Church, consented, after
much prayer and watching, His pas-
torate commenced on New Year’s-day.
On Tuesday, Jan. 8, 1895, the public
recognition services were held, when
Mr. E. Mitchell, of Chadwell-street.
London, preached in the afternoon, at
3 o’clock, a most appropriate and telling
sermon from Acts xvi. 17. A public tea
was held at 5 o’clock,at which a goodly
number satdown,

In the evening, a welcome meeting
was held at 6.30, the pastor taking the
chair. The following ministerial bre-
thren taking part in the interestiny
meeting, viz,, brethren Gray, Greenyer,
Guy, Jarvis, Mitchell, Turner and Virgo.

After singing, the chairman read Psa.
cxxxiii., brother Virgo leading the meet-
ing in prayer, after which the secretary,
Richard Cole, gave a brief outline of the
leadings of God’s hand in reference to
Mr. Shaw’s settlement amongst us, and
on behalf of the Church, gave him the
right hand of welcome as our pastor,
The pastor then stated his hearty assent
to the Articles of the Church, Brother
Gray gave him the hearty welcome of
the sister Church; each of the other
brethren gave interesting and encour-
aging addresses, and so brought toa close
a very happy, and we trust also a profit-
able day.

GURNEY-ROAD BAPTIST CHAPEL

GOSPEL BAND.
THE objects of thissociety are: Toafford
young Christians additional means of
spiritual strength by mutual association,
to give encouragement and sympathy
in health and sickness; and, by study of
the Word of God and prayer, to build
them up in the faith, also to encourage
those who have not confessed the Lord
Jesus, to * Search the Scriptures with
us,”

All members of the band are also
members of the Church. Other regular
attendants at the band meetings are
enrolled aa *“associates.”  Associates
j oininithe Church become members.

The band meetings are devoted to the
study of the Word of God, prayer, praise,
and testimony, both oral and by papers.

The 10th annual meeting was held on
Thursday, Jan. 10, 1895. There wasa
good gathering at the tea and the meet-
ing. The leader, brother George Crouch,
presided.

The report shewed, that during the
past year eight of the associates had
been led to declare what God had done
for their souls; to some of these the
band had proved a blessing; their testi-
monies were received by the Church.
and after immersion they were added to
its number, and in consequence trans-
ferred to membership of the band.

Financially, and numerically, we are
in aYbetter position than last year, and
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with our dear pastor, Ebenezer Marsh, in
our midst, we look hopefully to the
future. Addresses were given by the
leaders, brethren George Crouch and
Alfred G.Gray. also by several members.
The spiritual tone of the meeting was

ood. and the Master’s presence was felt
in our midst.

The motto-text for the year was:
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee.”

RECOGNITION OF MR. J. N.
THROSSELL AS PASTOR AT SALEM
CHAPEL, RAMSEY, HUNTS.

ON Tuesday, Jan, 8, services of an in-
teresting character were held in Salem
Chapel. Ramsey, in connection with the
settlement of Mr. Throssell as pastor.
The day cpened brightand cheerily, yet
snow-storms fell at times, making it
uncomfortable for friends at a distance
to get to the house of God. Still the
Lord inclined the hearts of many to
gather together at both services, to wis
us God speed. 5,

The afternoon service commenced by
announcing hymn 758 (Denham’s):

“Jehovah dwells in Zion still,

Our ever-present Lord !”
which was heartily sung by the friends
present. After the usunal devotional
service, Mr. Wren, of Bedford, preached
& most appropriateand excellent sermon
from 2 Cor. vi. 16, “ Ye are the temple
of the living God,” which was listened
to with rapt attention.

Mr. Northfield asked the questions
customary at such times with much
kindly feeling and tact.

) CALL BY GRACE.

Mr. Throssell said :—* To speak of my-
self is not at all desirable; but, as it is
necessary to-day to give an account of
my own history and experience, I will
do so as briefly as possible. I was born
at Peterborough on July 26, 1868, and
when nearly seven years of age my

arents moved with me to March, where

was placed in the Sabbath-school con-
nected with Providence Chapel, and
brought up under the ministry of

“THE LATE EDMAN FORMAN.

When the work of grace was begun in
my heart it would be hard to say, but
when very young I saw myself as a
sinner before God, and was led to seek
for mercy. Many things God was pleascid
to use as means to deepen the convie-
tion, one or two of which I refer to.
At the age of twelve I lost my dear
mother by death, which led me to think
of its solemnities, and wondering, if
God should call me hence,

“WHERE SHOULD 1 SPEND ETERNITY !

Some time after this I sat listening to a
sermon delivered by the late Edman
Forman, from the words, * What is thy
life?” This seriously impressed me,
making me seck more earnestly of the
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Lord for His forgiving meroy. Hespoke
of the brevity of life, what spiritual life
was; and I experimentally realised I
was a praying sinner. The Lord was
raciously pleased tolead meon little by
ittle until 1887, when He appeared for
my soul in a marked manner. Oneday I
was asked to go to visit an old lady who
was very ill, and apparently near to
death’'s door. I had seen her several
times in her affliction, but this was the
time of favour to my soul. I read to
her John xiv.; when I came to the sixth
verse the Lord shone into m heart, and
I found what I longed to know—that
Jesus was the way, the truth, and the
life. Here the

“LIGHT AND LIBERTY

of the Gospel broke into my soul, and I
could rejoice in Christ as my Saviour.
Up to the time I told no one, nor dare
I, of my soul’s distress. Very soon after
I was at chapel, and heard Mr. Forman
preach from these words: ‘ The Gad of
our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye
slew and hanged upon a tree. Him
hath God exalted to be a Prince and a
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel
and forgiveness of sins’ After this I
felt I must go and tell him I had for
some time a desire to join the Church;
80 I went the following day, but he was
not at home; this much harassed me,
and the enemy told me I was wrong
after all. But I went again the next
evening,and had an interview with him
alone; at first I was dumb, and he said.
‘What is it, my boy?’ I replied, ‘I
think you know,’ and he said, ‘ Well, I
think I do.’ So then I told him all.
Very soon after I was proposed as a
candidate for baptism, about which
time God was pleased to call my dear
father home to glory, which was a great
trial. Under this stroke of bereavement
I felt I could not give my testimony to
the Church, so waited a month. I was
baptized by Mr. Willis, of Whittlesea,
in the month of June, and received into
the7Church the first Sabbath in July,
1887,
“ CALL TO THE MINISTRY.

‘“ When (juite a lad I had an ambition
to be a minister of the Gospel. There
was a burning desire in my breast to be
abletosaya word tothose whom I knew
around me that disregarded God’s day,
and set at nought His Word. Often
would I think, if I could but get Mr.
Sg¢-and-So's barn, the Lord wight help
me to say a word which He would own
and bless. As I reached the age of six-
teen or seventeen this desire increased,
although the more I thought about it
the more frightened was I at it; for I
could not preach then so well, thought
I, as I felt I could before. But all this
time no one knew but God and myself.
Feeling 80 anxious to know if I was
right in having this desire, I acked the
Lord to give me a text, and to open it
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up to me, and enable me to preach from
it. The text was this: ‘A Christian.’
Eventually a friend said to me he would
like me to go with him some Sabbath
evening, and help him in the service,
While my heart said, Go, I had some
excuse, and several times when asked
declined going. In Jammary, 1888, I
promised to go. After this I told a
young Christian brother what I thought
of doing. He greatly discouraged me,
telling me I was too young, and ought
not to think of going. On hearing this,
I felt I would not go now,and left him,
feeling very uncomfortabie; but, while
brooding over it, the Lord applied these
words: ‘Go thou up in the strength of
the Lord thy God.” Oan the strength of
this I went and preached from the
words given. (The chapel was one be-
longing to the General Baptists.) Here
the Lord helped me, and I was asked to
go again, and did so. After this second
visit I was very much troubled lest
after all I was not called to the work.
Many times would I seek for guidance
on my knees in the warehouse. At one
time the Lord was pleased to send the
words (Jer.i.17) with power; this en-
couraged me much. I preached six
sermons the first year, and by not being
asked to go any more, found the people
did not favour my teaching. The friends
at Providence Eetting to know I had
spoken in the Lcrd's name, soon urged
me to go to the Whittlesea-road chapel,
a branch in our own connection, and
then I was asked to go to Tip’s End,and
in time to Benwick, so that very soon
1 found all Sabbaths at these places,
where I could conveniently go, leaving
home on Sabbath morning and return-
ing in the eveuing.

“ DOCTRINAL BASIS.

“1 believe the Bible to be the inspired
Word of God. ln it we see the existent
of the Deity, being one God in three
distinct Persons, being equal in all their
perfections — Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The plan of salvation rests on
the work of the Trinity. 1. The deter-
mination of the Father, as seen in elect-
ing love and predestinating grace. 2.
On the work of the Son, who in the ful.
ness of time became incarnate, and in
His life and death made atonement for
sin, procuring salvation for His Church.
3. On the work of the Holy Ghost, who
undertakes to quicken all the redeemed
into spiritual life. Tbe fall of all man-
kind in Adam. Forall have sinned; but,
as an act of sovereign grace, millions of

sinners are brought to know God by the’

Spirit’s teaching, and to rely on Christ
for salvation by faith, which is the gift
of God, and not a legal duty. These
souls are justified, sanctified (hence the
importance of our walk according with
the Gospel of Christ), and finally
brought to glory, The resurreotion of
the dead, the final judgment, the ever-
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lasting happiness of the saints, and
eternal punishment of the wicked,
Baptism by immersion, on profession of
faith and repentance, the only door of
admittance to the Lord’s table.

“LEADINGS IN PROVIDENCE.

“ When at March I was in the employ
of a Mr. Vawser; having been there
nearly ten and a half years, things of
an unpleasant character arose, which
showed to me very soon I must leave
his service. What to do I knew not.
What kind of a situation to seek for I
knew not., I felt, if called to leave
March, I should not be able to visit the
friends to whom [ had become attached
in preaching the Gospel. So it was
mad: & matter of much prayer, and at
one {'me, when upon my knees, these
worc3s were applied with power: ‘Be
still and know that I am God ; I will do
it There I felt I could leave it, feeling
confident the Lord would appear. Iua
January, 1892, I was asked to supply at
Ramsey, which I did, also a second time,
when it was suggested to me, if an in-
vitation was given, would I accept it?
The answer given was, ‘I don’s know;
you invite, then I'll tell you” Wonder-
ing at these things, feeling quite
astonished, I begged the Lord to show
me what I was to do. My mind was
directed to the following words: ‘Thou
shalt eat the labour of thine hands;
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well
with thee’ This settled the question,
yet I felt if there was one against, I
would not go. I received an unani-
mous invite to serve for three months
with a view to the pastorate, which I
accepted. At the close of this period
another invitation was given, asking me
to settle; this I declined, but served
another three months. Astime went on
I was asked again, but begged to serve
for a year. At theclose of this period,
another invite was given, but notseeing
my way clear, wished to serve another
year.

“In November last, another invitation,
unanimous throughout, was given, ask-
ing me to settle. After much prayer
and hesitation, these words weze applied
with power: ‘ Be not weary in well-
doing.” These I tried to banish from
me, but they seemed riveted to my heart,
50, on the strength of these words and
constant signs of God's approval,
I accepted the same.”

The leadings of the Church in this
matter were given by Mr, Upchurch.
He referred to their being left without
a pastor, and meeting for prayer toseek
the Lord’s gnidance in choosing a maa
whom He shouald bring amongst them
to feed them with the Bread of Life.
Then, after corroborating what had
been said concerning the way in which
Mr. Throssell had come slowly into their
midst, he referred to the blessing of the
Lord being enjoyed through his
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ministry, and how congregations in-
creased, and signs followed the Word
preached, and prayed that the feeling
of love and unity which existed might
remain.

T'he pastor and deacon then joining
bands, Mr. Lambourne, of Warboys, in
a few well-chosen and timely words,
sought the divine blessing to rest upon
the union.

Tea was provided at 515, when about
120 sat down.

TBE EVENING SERVICE

commenced at 6.30. by Mr. Bullen, of
March, announcing hymn 768 (Den-
ham’s):—

“ Jesus, accept our humble praise,

While we our Ebenezer's raise:
Thon hast Thy promise now fulfilled.
Whereon our hopes were fond to build.”

After 2 Tim. ii. was read, the recog-
nition prayer was offered by Mr.
Lambourne. and may the blessings
sought for therein beenjoyed by pastor
and people. e

Mr. Northfield gave charge to the
pastor. choosing the 15th verse of the
chapter read for his text. and pointed
out three things: (1) The minister’s aim;
(2) The minister'sname: (3) The minis-
ter's work.

Mr. Baker, of Needingworth, gave
charge to the Church, basing his
remarks, which were sound and weighty,
on 1 Thess. v. 12,18.

The collection was made while the
choir sang, ~ How beautiful upon the
mountains.” Then the congregation
joined heartily in singing, “ All hail the
power of Jesu’s name,” and thus
brought a happy dayat Salem to a close.

NEW YEAR'S MEETING OF
M.ASB.CA. SUNDAY SCHOOL
COMMITTEE.

A NEw YEAR'S meeting, convened by
the Sunday-school Committee of the
M.AS.B.C., was held at Soho Chapel,
W.C.,, on Tuesday, January 8th. There
was & large attendance of friends, while
the gallery was filled with elder
echolars from various schools, who,
conducted by Mr. Albert Steele, effici-
ently rendered the special hymns with

great credit.

My. John Hunt Lynn took the chair,
and after the hymn—

“ Come, let ux join our cheerful songs,
With angels round the throne"—
had been sung, he called upon Mr.
Booth, the newly-chosen Strict Baptist
missionary to India, to engage in
prayer. Mr. J. Copeland, the secretary,
read Pea. cxlix.

Mr. John Hunt Lynn, after a few
general remarks, commented upon the
worde, “Our God is able” What a
mercey it is, he said, if we are able to
tay, “This God is my God; He will be
my Guide even over death”! Paul
tald to Timothy, “From a child thou
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hast known the Scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation.
Teachers should remember then what
this Word is able to do, and how great
their responsibility is to set forth the
whole truth.

Mr. Herring based his remarks on the
words, “ Who hath despised the day of
small things?” He referred to the
Metropolitan Association of Strict
Baptist Churches, which had had its
day of small things, and now this off-
shoot, the Sunday-school Committee,
wasa small thing at present ; but let no
one despise it, as it was the beginning
of a great work among the Sabbath-
ts;.choo s of the Strict Baptist denomina-

ion.

*“Q'er the gloomy hills of darkness,

Look, my soul; be still, and gaze,”
was sung with great energy to the tune
“ Calcutta.” Then the chairman called
upon Mr. R. Mutimer, of Brentford, who
spoke from the words, “ I will go in the
strength of the Lord God ; I will make
mention of Thy righteousness, éven of
Thine only.” He divided his remarks
as follows: the teachers’ resolution, *“ I
will go” ; the teachers’ subject, “ Thy
righteousness only”; the teachers’
z‘:z;()iport, ‘' the strength of the Lord

0 -”

Mr. E. Marsh, in an energetic speech,
impressed upon his hearers the import-
ance of the Churches vigorously attend-
ing to Sabbath-school work, so that
instead of the fathers might come up
the children. Where Sabbath-school
work was neglected they had seen
Churches die out, because there were no
younger ones to succeed. He deprecated
the ‘‘damping ” which older Christians
often gave to those in whom the work
of grace was being commenced.

r. Booth proposed, and Mr, Chilvers
seconded, a hearty vote of thanks to the
Soho friends for the use of the chapel,
and to Mr, Steele for conducting the
singing,

Mr, J. Box responded, saying, that
after receiving such great help from the
denomination at large, in building their
splendid chapel, they had come to regard
it as denominational property. He then
made some interesting comments upon
the words, ** Blessing with power.”

Mr. T. Jones offered prayer, and after
the concluding hymn,

“Shall we meet beyond the river ?”

(sung all the more impressively after
the sorrowful announcement of Mr.
Osmond’s death that morning), the
chairman pronounced the benediction.
During the evening a collection was
taken towards the expenses of the
Sunday-school Committee. The meetin
throughout was most enthusiastic, an
cannot fail to be encouraging to the
committee in the great wori among our
schools which they have before them.
I'rRED. W. KEVAN,
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HAPPINESS AT HALSTEAD.
SUNDAY, Deoember 30th, was a day of
muoch pleasure and comfort to our souls,
as our baptismal waters were again
troubled, and three were baptized in the
name of the triune Jehovah by our
much-esteemed brother Polley, of
Colchester, who also preached from the
words, * What hath God wrought?”
After the afternoon service they were
received into Church fellowship, making
a total of seven during the year. We, as
a little Church, do feel truly thankful
for the
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that prevails amongst us,and especially
for the Holy Spirit’s power in blessing
the testimony of His servants that come
from time to time. Our esteemed
brother Rayner is still living in the
town, and preaches to us on Thursday
-evenings, which proves to us very
comfortable seasons. It does our souls
.Eood to see how the dear Lord has
lessed us of late, and how He has
caused the little spark to revive that
seemed at one time almost out; but,
bless His holy name, He has said that
“ He will not break the bruised reed, nor
quench the smoking flax.”” And our
prayer to Him is that He will still
increase us with those that He has
eternally saved, so that if it is His holy
will the little one may become a
thousand. Truly we_ can say with
oar brother’s text, ‘' What hath God
wrought?” G. JARMIN.
Halstead, Essex.
TABERNACLE, — On
Wednesday, January 2nd, meetings
were held in connection with our
Eastor’s second anniversary, and our
earts are rejoicing. We feel that our
Lord has blessed us indeed by sending
our dear brother Thomas amongst us.
Brother Bush, of Kingston, preached
in the afternoon from Heb, xiii. 5, and
we all felt that it was good to be in the
Lord’s house, A good number of friends
sat down to tes, and after tea we had a
meeting,which willlong be remembered.
Our pastor opened the meeting,and then
called on brother Bailey to make a
financial statement, which showed a
balance on the right side. Our friends
have evidently done well. Our pastor
then addressed the meeting, giving
an outline of the work done in our
Lord’s name, showing how greatly God
had prospored us—every institution
vigorous; the congregation largely
increased, also the Sabbath-school;
mothers’ meeting, Dorcas meeting, and
pastor’s Bible-olass in good working,
and prospered by the Lord ; also noting
that there had been 17 added to the
‘Church during the past year, 3 of whom
were from the Sabbath-school. Brother
Weston then addressed the mesting,
speaking well of His dear Lord, and at
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the close of his address presented a
?urse conta.ininE gold as a love-token
rom the members of the Church to
our dear pastor. Brother Bush then ad-
dreseed us, and truly it was * Meat that
our souls love.” Brother Millwood, of
Hill-street. then followed with precious
words. Brother Judge added a few
loving words, and our happy meetin

closed. Our prayer is, may our Lor

continue His blessings to the Church,
and make it a power for truth in
Watford.

DOVER.—The first service in the New
Year was held on January 2nd. A good
company assembled, and after the
service the pastor’s Bible-class met for
a little while, and, to his great surprise,
he was asked to accept a New Year’s
present from the class in the form of
Dr. Hawker’'s Commentary, in three
quarto vols.,, and, in thanking them,
spoke of the value of the work in itself,
and of the good feelings of the class in
appreciating his humble service in the
study of the Divine Word, and hoped
nothing would interfere in their study
in the year now entered. On Wednesday.
9th, the Sunday-school New Year's tea
and presentation of prizes was held. A
good company of over 200 sat down to
tea; and at public meeting, pastor in
the chair, the parents and friends
gathered in good numbers. The
children, in a very creditable manner,
gave recitations, dialogues, singing, &c.
Sixty-eight prizes were given, and three
special prizes at the close, to those who
had passed through the school as
scholars, and had in the past year
taken their place as teachers. May
the covenant God in Jesus bless us more
and more for His own glory.—W. E.
PALMER.

OLD BRENTFORD.—On Thursday,
December 20th, the pastor, R. Mutimer,
was presented by the Church and con-
gregation with a purse of gold, and his
wife with a tea-service, as a mark of
their esteem, and an acknowledgment
of the great blessing he has been in the
Lord’s hands of calling sinners out of
darkness, and the establishing of the
saints, We are glad to record the
ministry is still attended with blessing,
and all the agencies are prospering, and
we hope and believe there is yet in store
larger blessings for both pastor and
people.—ONE WHO Was THERE,

DACRE PARK, LEE.—A very
interestin% gathering took place on
Sunday, December 30th, when the
Sunday-school children were assembled
in the afternoon to witness the public
baptism of two of their number
(members of the senior boys' class).
Our pastor (Mr. J. H. Lynn) explained
to his youthful audience the meaning of
baptism, and the only way it could be
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administered toadhere to Bible teachers.
Friends were present from Eltham, who
brought a number of their Sunday-
school children to witness the ceremony,
“Tell it unto the generations follow-
ing.” On Tuesday, January lst, the
Christmus-tree gathering took place,
useful articles being presented to each
child —C. W_ 8.

HARWICH —A social tea and public
meeting was held on Dec. 13. After
Messrs. Morgan and Gurney had spoken
Mr. Preston Davies, the much estecemed
pastor, also spoke and gave some
encouraging statements of the good
work cairied on in connection with the
cause, and thankfully recognised the
spirit of sympathy and kindness evinced
by so many. And while cordially
thanking the many friends for their
contributions towards the cost of im-
provements made in the chapel, said
further assistance for the liquidation of
the debt on the building will be much
appreciated, and could be paid to Mr.
Joseph Grice, the treasurer to the fund.

POULNER. XEar RINGWOOD.—A
social tea and meeting was held on Dec.
31st to commemorate the third anniver-
sary of the pastor’s settlement. Owing
to the very rongh weather the attend-
ance was small. but the Lord's presence
was enjoyed. After tea a meeting was
held, when Mr. E. Diffey presided.
After singing * All hail the power of
Jesu's name.” Mr. J.J. Diffey, of Christ-
church. led us to the throne of grace.
The pastor then gave a short review of
the past seven years, since the death of
the last pastor (his father), but more
particularly of the last three years,
eince the Church had chosen him to the
work. Lcoking back he could say.
“ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us,”
and - Having obtained help of God we
continue to this day.” * The Lord had
led him by a way he knew not.” yet it
was the right way., There had been
many discouragements and opposition
from other denominations, yet above
all the Master's voice had been heard
saying, ** Fear thou not, for I am with
thee.” &c., and ‘' Lo, I am with thee
alway.” Twohad been baptized during
the past year. The New ‘T'estament
Church order had been maintained now
for twenty years, and the Gospel of the
grace of God proclaimed. The Sunday-
school now numbered 70, against 46 in
1889, and lookirg back we can say,asa
Church and people:—

“ He who has helped us hitherto

Will help us all the journey through.”
The Church dwell in harmony, and love
and great sympathy is shown to the
pastor. After giving a texf as a motto
for the New Year, from Isa. xxvi. 3,
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whote mind is stayed on Thee, because
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he trusteth in Thee,” the pastor oalled
upon Mr. E. Langham, of Salisbury,
a sympathising brother and friend, who
preached on the day previous, who
addressed the meeting from Ephes, iv.
4—6. Mr. J. J. Diffey followed with
some sound, practical remarks, full of
encouragement. Mr. Sarjant, of Ring-
wood. and Mr. H. Brewer (deacon) also
gave some cheering words. The meet-
ing closed by singing and prayer. May
the Lord still continue to favour and
bless us is our prayer.~E. DIFFEY.

PIMLICO (REEOBOTH).—On Boxing-
day special servicezs were held, when
a goodly number of friends gathered
together at the house of God in the:
afternoon to hear a sermon from brother
Burbridge, who blessedly preached from.
Isa. ix. 6, respecting the nativity of
Christ., The usual tea followed, and in
the evening a public meeting was held,
presided over by Mr.J. W. ganks. who-
was surrounded by a full platform of
ministerial brethren. The meeting was
opened by singing. Afterwards Paa.
cxxii. was read, and brother Eggerton
approached the throne of grace to im-
plore God’s blessing on the meeting,
The chairman made a few remarks, and
addresses were afterwards given by
brethren Taylor, Beecher, Palmer, Bur-
bridge, and Howard The treasurer
made a brief statement respecting the
finances of the Church shortly before:
the meeting closed. Thanks are due to
the chairman and friends, who liberally
subscribed to the collections. The sing--
ing, which was very hearty throughout,
was from special hymn-sheets.—W.E. T.

OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.
LaxrIELD.—The teachers’ annual social
tea meeting was held on Thursday
evening, Jan. 10, 1895. Although we-
had very cold, bitter weather at the time-
we were quite cheered by the friends-
who came to tea,and also, later on,there-
being very nearly as many as on former
occasione, Tea being over, service began
by our esteemed president giving out.
the hymn commencing, *“ Awake, sweet.

ratitude, and sing,” which was very
]glea.rtily sung; he then read Psa. oxxxii.,
and called on brother Verdon to implore-
the divine blessing, which he did most.
sweetly.

The hymn commencing, “0 God of
Abram, hear,” was next sung, after
which the secretary read the report, the:
main features of which were: firstly,
that there was still love and unity
amonFst the officers and teachers in the-
school. Secondly, that two teachers had
joined the Church during the year.
‘Thirdly, that the teachers and scholars
had earned £4 23. 84d. worth of books.
during the past year.

After the report was read, our supers:
intendent, Mr. Allum, gave us a good
speech, and the hymn commenoing,
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“*Lord of hoste, how lovely fair ! was
sung,and Mr, Goleby gave us a good
address on the love of Jesus, and was
followed by Mr. S. Hawes, of the Hor-
ham Church, speaking from the words,
“LoI am with you always;” he dwelt
very sweetly on the fact of Christ being
continually with His Church, and that
He was with us in the school in our work
there. Mr. E. Ward next gave a warm-
hearted address, and was followed by
Miss Goldspink;and then Mr. Robery
Hawes, of the Horham Church, gave us
a capital address. Thehymn commenc-
ing, * Lord, assist us by Thy grace,” was
then sung, and our venerable brother
Riches gave us a good spirited address,
and was followed by the secretary and
Miss Aldou:; and although it wasbit-
terly cold outside, we felt that Gcd had
indeed blessed our meeting by the lov-
ing spirit manifestly dwelling in our
midst, so much so that we could very
heartily ting, ** Blessed be the tie that
binds,” to the old tune of Glasgow, at
the close of the meeting.—E. W.
GOLDSPINK, Seceretary.
PECKHAM-RYE. — The Master’s
gracious exaltation of children, and the
striking lesson He displayed to His dis-
ciples when here below, form a happy
stimulus to those who labour for the
spiritual renovation of the young in the
Sabbath-school, with all its vicissitudes
and drawbacks, to continue steadfastly
in the work. The labour may be arduous
and discouraging at times; but, having
begun the race, it behoves us to lay aside
every weight, and run with patience
that which is set before us. The work
may be disparaged—thank God, not by
many—and the efforts to elevate and to
induce the young to come vnder the
forth-setting of the Gospel, looked
askance at; but when we remember that
‘“He that is greatest, like a child must
be,” we take courage and move on
Earth at the best is but folly’s ground;
K[et from the zenith of its hills, like
Moses on Pisgah's mount, we may peer
into the ever-widening landscape of the
land that lies before. With a view to
the greater encouragement of all con-
cerned in the welfareof the young, one
of those felicitous and re-assuring
gatherings of children and friends, dear
to the hearts of all true saints, took place
on Lord’s day afternoon, Dec. 6th, at
Heaton-road, when the pastor, Mr. H. S.
Boulton, presided. Some pointed and
savoury addresses were given by the
gastor, the genial superintendent, Mr.
trong, and Mr. Vialls, deacon, after
which the teachers delivered short
Grospel messages to their yo 1ng charges.
At the olose the pastor distributed the
prizes to the successful scholars, and in
an expressional manner, urged upon the
young hearers individually the neces-
8ity of oonformation to the truths tavght
them. May the Master imbue them all
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with the true spirit of rizhteousness
and impress them with the truth that,
** They cannot be too young to learn
The Jesus whom we teach.”
80 prays yours in Gospel bonds—J.
KNIGHTS.

SOMERSHAM.—We held our New
Year’s tea and service on January 9, and
was well attended hy members and
friends. After tea brother Ladbrook
led us very earaestly and sincerely to
the throne of grace. Our pastor read
Psa. xc.,, and gave us a Very encoura-
ging addrees frum the words, * Looking
unto Jesus,” and by retrospect he
showed how wonderfully the Lord had
led him, which encouraged him to look
unto Jesus in the future. That wonder-
ful chord of love between Christ and
His Church was touched upon again
and again. We thank our pastor very
much for his address. We have prayed
for him many times, and this has en-
couraged us to still pray on that he may
be supplied with every grace he needs
as a faithful minister. Our brother Hill
also gave us an address from the words,
“It 18 good for us to think on these
things,” Mr. Gowen also spoke. and
the same chord of love was touched in
each heart, Our brother. Mr. Ladbrook,
thanked the brethremn, and with a few
encouraging words prezented to the
pastor a purse containing a little money
from kind {riends and members as an
acknowledgment of his faithful minis—
try. May God crown us with success at
Somersham, and not only at Somer-
sham, for we have not limited our
prayers; but there has been a good,
earnest spirit manifested amongst us,
expanding our prayers over the whole
Church of Christ. Mr. Gowen, jun,
presided at the harmonium. Brethren,
pray for us.- F, GORHAJIL

IPSWICH (ZoaR).- New Year's ser-
vices were held on Wednesday, January
9th, when Mr. J. Hazelton (Wattisham)
preached in the afternoon from Psa.
Ixxxiv. 11. The discourse was much
appreciated. After tea the evening
meeting commenced by singing.
“Kindred in Christ,” &c., and Mr.
Welton prayed. Mr. Bardens (pastor)
presided, and in the course of his re-
marks, reviewing the past, stated that
fifty had been added in Church fellow-
ship during the three and a-half years
he had been with us. The financial
statement was read for the past year,
which, while the balance was on the
wrong side, much had been done in
other ways—viz.,, about £30 had been
collected for oleaning, &ec. Mr. Kern
(Bethesda) gave us three mottoes, “ One
thing I know,” * One thing I desire,”
and *One thing Ido.” After singing,
Mr. Ling spoke on 1 Cor, xvi. 13, " Watc
ve,” &ec., alluding to the many declen-
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sions of the present day. and Mr, Hazel-
ton followed by some remarks on Phil.
iv, 19, testifying to the reality of God
supplying all our need. The pastor
thanked all who bad taken part in the
meeting and concluded by the bene-
diotion.—The Sunday-school teachers’
and friends' annual social tea and
public meeting was also beld at the
above place on Monday, December 31st,
1894, After singing and prayer by
brother Baldwin, and a few remarks
from Mr. R. C. Bardens, the secretar
gave a report of the past year, whic
referred to the goodness of God in
having constrained several to come for-
ward and give a helping hand in place
of those who had hitherto been engaged
in this labour of love. The Clothing
Club and collections for the Strict
Baptist Foreign Missionary Society
have again been carried on and appre-
ciated, the school funds showing a
balance in the treasurer’s hand. The
superintendent spoke of expressions of
kindness and assistance granted during
the short time he had occupied that
office, and gave the teachers a motto for
the year, **Watch and pray” (Matt.
xxvi. 41. Mr. Ling referred to the good
average maintained both by the
teachers and scholars. Brother Rush
and brother Peck are now engaged with
the senior classes of young men and
women. Brother Clarke expressed his
titude for past mercies, and brother
xborrow and brother Gardner very
earnestly desired and prayed for pros-
Eerity of Zoar Sunday-school. Brother
ing read a short paper on Sabbath-
schools and their relation to the Church,
which should show love and sympathy
thereto. Mr. Bardens’ motto was,
‘ Stand ye fast,” &c. Brother Howe
(deacon) spoke of the mercy of God,
and thus closed a very profitable and
edifying meeting. — G, W. KEEBLE,
Secretary. -

IPSWICH (BETHESDA SUNDAY -
ScHOOL).—The Lord has spared us
through another year, and we can sa
that His presence has been felt. e
held our New Year's tea and public
meeting on Wednesday, January 2nd.
About ninety sat down to tea. Our
pastor, Mr. W. Kern, presided. The
Secretary, brother J, Scarlett, read the
report for the past year, which was
very encouraging. and it showed that
the school had experienced a very
prosperous year, and expressed thank-
fulness on behalf of the officers and
teachers for the kind hel}; from friends
in carrying on the work financially and
otherwise. He also mentioned that
steps were being taken to get a school-
room, which was very greatly needed,
baving nearly two hundred scholars.
It had been thought of for many years,
but he hoped that we should be able to
meet the difficulty hefore long. The
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scholars saw the need, and were doing
their best to helithe treasurer. Brother
J. Motum, with a few enoouraging
words, confirmed the seoretary's state-

ment. Mr. W. Haggar, the librarian,
fave a satisfaotory report of the
ibrary. We were also pleased once

more to see our esteemed brother S. K,
Bland amongst us again, and the words
that he spoke to us were very helpful
and we hope that it may be as see
sown on good ground. Brothers E. A.
Garrard (superintendent) and S. A.
Kenneﬁ also gave suitable addresses,
The choir, under the leadership of
brother B. Oliver, sang anthems during
the evening, Miss Harris presided at
ghe ?rganl; Voﬁes of thﬁ.nks and the
oxology brought a very ha meetin
toa clgse.—W.gB. M. PRy &
FULHAM.—Fifth anniversary of
formation of Church at Ebenezer was
held November 27, 1894. Brother Sears
(in place of brother Box, who was pre-

vented by a severe cold) preached in the

afternoon a most encouraging sermon,
prefacing his discourse by expressions of
sympathy for Mr. Box. After tea, our
brother, Mr. J. W. Banks, presided at
the evening meeting, which commenced
with singing, “ Come, Thou Fount of
every blessing.” After reading Isa. xxxv.,
brother Woodrow engaged in prayer.
The secretary (brother Purkiss) read
the report, which was full of praise to
the Lord for His many favours and
blessings during the past year. The
little cause has been kept in peace and
love; the membership has increased
from 33 to 37, an addition of 4 for the
year, 2 of these were from the Sabbath-
school, and 2 more were about to join.
The Lord has given us a pastor in the

erson of brother H. D. Sandell, and the
gVord preached by our brother has been
owned and blessed to the building up of
God’s people, and to the ingathering of
sinners. The services are better attended,
especially the week-night prayer and
preaching service. The Sabbath-school
is increasing, there being over 80
scholars in regular attendance; in
connection with which there is a Bible-
class, conducted by _the pastor, on
Sunday afternoons. Financially, the
Lord has done great things for us; the
general expenses of the Church and
school have been fully met, in_addition
to which £66 has been collected towards
the building fund during the past year,
making a total of £633 18s. 13d. collected
during the past 5 years, including £150
loan from the Association; so that the
freehold land is fully paid for, and also
the cost of the iron chapel, vestrys, &c.
During the year a baptistry has been
constructed, and new fencing erected at
the front and side of chapel. In
reviewing these many blessings, it was,
indeed, felt that the name of the
chapel—* Ebenezer "—was not simply a
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name, but a true expression of thank-
fulness, for the Lord had, indeed, been
our “Stone of help,” which greatly
encourages us to press on, feeling that,

“ He who had helped us hitherto,
‘Will help us all our journey through.”

The chairman expressed his pleasure at
being present, and was glad to see a
good company, which reminded him of
the words which occurred in the portion
he read, * The wilderness shall blossom
as the rose.”” Referring to the report,
he was glad they were at Peace, that
they were a Praying people, that God
had granted them Prosperity, that they
were a Praising people, and that they
had a good Pastor. Brother Burbridge
spoke from Isa. liii. 10, and said God’s
seed is a regenerate seed, a praying seed,
a singing, justified, and pardoned seed,
and soon will bea gioriﬁed seed. Brother
White considered the report to be very
cheering, and gave a sound and solemn
address from Luke xxiv. 40. Brother
Holden founded his remarks on “The
excellency of our God ” (Isa. xxxv. 2).
Brother Herring expressed his pleasure
in being present. He felt there was
some affinity between their two
Churches, which he hoped would
continue; and gave a truthful and
touching address from the words,
‘““Entreat me not to leave thee” (Ruth
i. 16). Brother Flegg, by his presence,
wished to .show still gis feeling of
sympathy with the Church, and
made some truthful observations on
“Justification.” Brother Sandell heartily
thanked all who had assisted in making
the meeting a success. These remarks
were supported by brother Brown, and
all united in singing *Praise God
from whom all blessings flow.” The
collections, including chairman’s sub-
scription, £1 1s. from brother Abbot,
and profit on tea, amounted to £7 0s. 2d.
This_ very happy and soul-cheering
meeting was brought to a close by
singing and prayer. We were greatly
encouraged by seeing suoh a large
number of friends from surrounding
Churches—D. P.

COBHAM, SURREY.—I send you a
few lines, by our pastor's wish, concern-
%g our little meeting on December 26.

e commenced a Sunday-school here
about six months ago with seven
children, we have now 16,and are happy
in the work. On this occasion we had a
children’s service in the afternoon, when
our superintendent read Matt, ii., and
spoke suitably on it. We then gave the
children anice tea,and some interesting
books. In the evening our pastor, Mr.
C. Z, Turner, gave an excellent address.
We had several hymns, and we had the
Lord’s presence. We use Mr. Winters'
Sunday-sohool Hymnal. During the
evening we gave the children some
oranges, nuts, &c. We concluded by

6o

singin% that nice hymn, * GGod be with
you till we meet again."—E. Moxk.
gWe greatly rejoice at the effort our
riends are making here to establish a
Sunday-school. hen we take into
consideration the Church and other
schools in this village, we think they
have done well, and hope they may still,
in the strength of the Lord, persevere in
this most laudable work; that the
school may grow, and be compelled by-
and-bye to lengthen their cords. They
have our sympathy and prayers.—
J. W.B.]

OUR AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES.

No. II.
By MR. JAMES MoOTE,
Hon. Solicitor to the Metropolitan Associntioi of
Strict Baptist Churches.
AT Melbourne, the capital of Victoria,
and which I found to be a miniature
London, we have four causes; but, I
am sorry to say, that, owing to the
principal one in Lonsdale-street holding
that it is anlawful to pray to the Holy
Ghost, which the other Churches do not
admit, there is a want of communion
between them, and this estrangement
weakens the whole of the Churches
there.

My first visit was toa Baptist Church.
the pastor of which advertised in the
local papers his subject for the following
Sunday (a not uncommon thing in the
Colonies), entitled, ‘*‘Our Friends in
Hell.” On reaching the place, I found
that the pastor was not a Particular
Baptist, but, nevertheless, I listened to
his discourse, which was a forcible
one, based upon the parable of the rich
man and Lazarus (Luke xvi.); and he
appealed most powerfully to his
audience to avoid what happened in
that case, where, by the rich man's bad
example, there was a fear of five of his
brethren coming into the place of
torment where he then was.

My next visit was to the Particular
Baptist Church, meeting at Nebaran.
where I worshipped twice. and took the
Lord’s-day service. The Church here is
small and weak.

Ebenezer Baptist Church, Victoria—
parade, Melbourne, another of our
Churches, under the pastorate of F.
Fullard, 1s stronger, but time did not
permit me to visit it.

The great depression of trade in
Melbourne, owing to the excessive
speculation and gambling lately
indulged in by nearly all classes there,
and which has almost ruined the place,
has reacted ina very lamentable manner
upon all our Churches. The sudden
stoppage of a number of the banksalso,
and all branches of trade, and the great
number out of employment, has led to
a wholesale desertion of the town.
where no living is at present to be
got by the tradesmen, artisans, and
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labourers, and has thus considerably
reduced the numbers, in both Churches
and congregations. of every place of
worship in the town,

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, de¢.
WE have passed the threshold of another
year. and in looking back we are com-
pelled to exclaim, ‘‘ Goodness and mercy
have followed us.'; .

Like all precediﬁ‘g years, there have
been many changing scenes, as Ryland
puts it—

“Times of trial and of grief,
Times of triulmlh and velief.”

At Mount Zion, Chadwell-street, they
commenced the year with a prayer-
meeting at 7 o'clock in the morning,
presided over by the pastor. About one
hundred were present. It wasa truly
refreshing season. .

.

»

On December 27th, 1894, a splendid
lot of reward books were presented to
the scholars at Bethesda, Bilston, on the
occasion of their annnal tea, provisions
having been kindly given by the friends,
About” £3 10s. was realised. Brother
Lloyd, of High Wycombe, a former
scholar, gave a suitable address. The
pastor presided. The recitations. and
anthems by the choir, were excellent.
Brother Enoch Kidson made the pre-
sentitions very &pfl‘,}

GLOUCESTER  (BELL - LANE). — The
friends here celebrated the third anni-
versary on Sunday, Janoary 13th,
Pastor David Smith, of Bilston,
preached morning and evening, and
gave an address to the young in the
afternoon, The services were well
attended. The Master's presence was
realised. On Monday, the 14th, a free
tea was provided, and heartily enjoyed
by the children. A pnblic meeting for
distribution follovzeg.

L]

The way in which the truthful recita-
tions and sweet hymns were rendered
by the scholars reflected the highest
credit upon Miss Bennett and Miss
Sparkes, together with Messrs. Wise
and Newman, both for selection and
training, In a few homely words, the
chairman, Mr. D. Smith, presented the
rewards, all of which had been care-
fully selected as to be in accord with
the truth preacbeg a;nd taught at Zion

*

Pastor Walker, of- Northampton,
“takes great interest in the Young
People’s Bible-class,” says our young
friend L. A. Ward. The subject on
Thureday, the 10th, was the title of
our Lord, * Messiab.’;

The way in whi*ch the subject was
worked out must prove instructive,
interesting, and profitable. We should
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much like to insertlthe well-written
report, but with a lot of other things
it is crowded out, .

®

*

JoYy AND SOoRROW,—~We are glad our
good brother Ranson's son has been
elected as a patient in the Deaf and
Dumb Asylum. This makes the father's
heart rejoice. But; the day

*
Willie Ranson was successfulin bein
admitted to the Asylum the father ung
mother stood by the grave-side burying
the mortal remains of their youngest
son. This caused sadness, but the
father desires to say, “Thy will be
done,”
***

Mr. Ranson is the pastor of the cause
at Somersham ; his unpretending and
unassuming manner have gained the
respect of all who know him. The
Lord is blessing his testimony. He
is very grateful to those who have
assisted in getting his son into the Deaf
and Dumb Asyluni.

: *

x

In The Baptist for December 14th, R.
C. Latham demurs to the late David
Denham (author of ‘‘The Saints’
Melody,” more generally known as
“Denham’s Selection”) being styled a
“Hyper Calvinist,” whatever that may
mean.

***

We knew and heard David Denham
preach—certainly we were young in
years,—and we know that Mr. Denham
proclaimed the free distingaishing doc-
trines of grace. He was not what some
would call a deep, experimental
minister ; but he was a loving, faithful
preacher,

**l'

David Denham knew what it was to
pass through the waters of affliction in
many ways, and some of those blessed
hymns which he wrote were wrun,
out of his heart by severe exercises o
& character known‘-tg but few.

-

If being a “ Hyper Calvinist” means
slinging the truths of the Gospel at his
hearers with a spiteful impetuosity,
well, then David Denham was not a
hyper-Calvinist,

* *
L ]

David Denham was a bosom friend
and companion of the late Joseph
Irons, and he was also a loving ex-
ponent of the glorious Gospel of the
grace of God. If Samuel Jones (who
built Mount Ephraim, at Margate) was
alive, he would bear the same testi-
mony to the memory of David Denham.

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER.

CAMBERWELL ASYLUM.~— The annual
tea to the inmates, given by the Com-
mittee, took place on Tuesday,Jan. 15th,
when the chapel was filled with pen-
sioners and friends.
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At the evening meeting several ex-
cellent addresses wore delivered, Mr,
Dolbey most appropriately setting forth
the Aged Pilgrims’ Friend, described in
Song of Solomon v 2 to 16.

- .

This Home accommodates 42 pen-
sioners, and is a most comfortable and
gubstantial abode. Owing to special
repairs about £25 are needed to ex-
tinguish a small dgﬁgiency.

*

HorNsey RISE AsSYLUM, — By the
departure of Mr. W. Osmond the pen-
sioners in this building have lost a
warm and devoted friend. His presence
will be greatly missed in the Asylum
‘Chapel.

® %

The new Quarterly Record is an
interesting number, the article entitled
“ At the last” being especially worthy
of perusal,

'**

Several pensioners have lately been
advanced to the £7 7w« pension. This
fact, and the increase in the total num-
ber of recipients to 1,326, has raised the
pension expenditure to £8,400 per
annum, Who will help?

MWarvriage,

VIALLS—SILK.—On Christmas - day
last, at the Surrey Tabernacle, by Mr.
Dolbey (pastor), Thomas Wells, only
son of Mr. Thomas Palmer Vialls, of
Camberwell, to Alice Amelia, eldest
daughter of Mr. Thos. E. Silk, of
Denmark.hill.

In Memoriam.

JoHN KNIGHT.—Many Suffolk friends
will read with deep regret of the sudden
demise, in his 66th year, after a lengthy
and soul-testing illoess, borne, by the
grace of God, with true Christian
fortitude, of my beloved father, on
Lord’s-day evening, December 16, 1894,
My father, & native of Denham, Suffolk,
first saw the light of earth, September16,
1828. In his early days he attended,
with his parents, the ministry of the
saintly Mr. Harvey at Horham, of whom
he often referred to in our hearing
with extreme pleasure. At the age of
12 he removed to Norwich, and for a
length of time continoed under the
sound of the truth by attending the
ministry of Mr. Pye, at Cherry-lane
chapel, Removing to London at 23,
he experienced some of the bitter
vioissitudes of life in this great city,
during which the Master was pleased to
smite him hard by removing to glory
my eldest sister, a girl of remarkably
saintly and amiable disposition, her
testimony being such a bright one, that
it was instrumental, under the Divine
Spirit, in the conversion of three
individuals. Then
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“ He felt the arrows of distresq,
And found he had no hiding-place.”
But He who only wounds that He may
heal did not leave him there, but led
him on
*“To Jesus as his hiding-place.”
Being convicted of righteousness and
of judgment to come, he was led to
confess Christ, and was baptized at
Arthur-street Chapel, Walworth. then
under the pastoral care of Dr. Cowdy.
where he continued, until division on
doctrinal matters occurring, he then
removed to the Baptist Meeting-house,
Camberwell-road, and came under the
sound Calvinistic teaching of Mr.
Akehurst. The last three years. how-
ever, he was, as far as his strength
would allow him, a frequent attendant
at Grove Chapel, where he gained from
Mr. Bradbury’s lips many a savoury
morsel of Gospel truth. During 1894 it
was apparent to us all that his health
was fast giving way. About a fortnight
before his decease, nature entirely gave
way. From then his conversation
seemed entirely in heaven. Earthly
thinga were bnt as dross to him. and
his whole delight was in the Word,
which, with the EARTHEN VESSELS and
Gospel Standards—which he took in for
years—formed his chief literature. The
night anterior to his falling asleep, he
was heard by a member of the family to
quote Dr. Watts’ profound lines :—
¢ A guilty, weak, and helpless worm,
On Thy kind arms I fall!t”
And in answer to inquiries from us, he
said his feelings were so joyous, so
geraphic. 8o unexplainable, that he did
not think he should be long in the
“ wilderness.” He was put to bed, and
remained conscious until 12 on Sunday,
but after a short while he lapsed into
a comatose condition, from which he
never recovered, and quietly and peace-
fully flitted away
“To the bright inheritance of saints—
Jerusalem above ”
On Friday, December 21, after a short
service at his residence at Camberwell.
he was laid to rest in Forest-hill
Cemetery, Mr. Hooper, a friend of the
family, kindly officiating —J. KNIGHTS.
CHARLOTTE LAURA WILKS entered
int> vest Oct. 13th, 1894, after a long
and painful illness, borne with sub-
missive resignation to the will of her
heavenly Father. Our sister, who was
in her 7ith year, was niece to the Revs.
Matthew and Mark Wilks, eminent
ministers of the old *‘Independent”
school. Her father, Washington Wilks,
& Baptist minister, was at one time
pastor at Great Alie-street, and we
believe this cause did not have a settled
pastor after his death until Mr. Ash-
down, who now labours there. Our
sister was called to a knowledge of her
state as a sinner early in life. for which
we have often heard her express thank-



68

fulness to God for His preserving and
upholding mercy. We first beocame
acquainted about twenty-five years
since, when she removed from Norwood
to Holloway to keep the house of her
brother, the Rev. Mark Wilks, of the
Congregational Church, who passed
away a few weeks before his sister.
While at Norwood she had been under
the ministry of Mr. Silvester, of which
she often spoke very highly. On com-
ing to Holloway she was led to cast in
her lot with us at Camden-town, in the
happy days when the late Mr. George
Webb was pastor, whose ministry was
much blessed to her soul. Thedeparted
walked her profession, being most
regular
the means of grace. Her loving
sympathy and kindness to the poor,
afflicted. and burdened, and her wise
and faithful counsel and forbearance
with the erring, made it impossible to
know her and not to love her, She was
truly a mother in Israel, and many
times have our hearts been touched
when she has poured forth the burden
of her soul at the throne of gracein
our social gatherings. She had been
some time a great sufferer, but the last
four or five years was quite unable to
attend public worship, which was a
great trial toher. Yet she was wonder-
fully supported, and favoured with
sweet communion and fellowship, and
by precious faith helped to
“read her title clear
To mansions in the skies.”

She is not lost but gone before, yet we
do missa loving, faithful,and consistent
member from our body.—C. J. B :

ErizaBeTH THOMPSON PENN, the
beloved wife of William Hobbs Penn,
of St. Peter's-park, Paddington, fell
asleep in Jesus Dec. 24, 1894, aged 63.
Deceased was for many years a sincere
lover of the distinguishing doctrines of
grace. She was brought to see her state
a8 a poor needy sinner under the minis-
try of the late beloved John Foreman,
at Hill-street, Dorset-square, where she
was a member till her death. Hymn
684 (Denham’s) was very precious to her.

Mgzs. EVE, of Ilford, departed to be
with Jesus, November 17th, 1894, in her
82nd year. During the last few years,
through divine grace, she walked much
in fellowship with her God, She was
bronght into soul concern about forty
years ago. She had been a member of
two Independent causes, but was an
entire stranger to grace and salvation
until led by her husband to Ebenezer,
Ilford, where the Holy Spirit opened
her eyes to see her state as a helpless
sinner before God. She became a con-
stant hearer,and ten years aglo was bap-
tized by brother Fountain. I have had
much sweet fellowship with her. She
fell asleep in the faith of the finished
work of Jesus. Her remains were in-

in her attendance omn all
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terred in the Old Ilford Churchyard,
when I had the honour to say a few
words at her grave.—J. FLORY.

B.J. GRICE entered into rest Novem-
ber 17th, 1894, by being thrown from
his vehicle at Pyrmont, Sydney, N.S.W,
Deceased was a native of Harwich,
Essex. More next month (D.v.).

THOMAS APPLETON was taken to his
eternal home Nov. 24th, 1894, He was,
I believe, known to many ministers and
friends among the Suffolk Churches,
having spent his early life there. Com-
ing to London, he made his home at
Providence, Clapham Junction, where
he was baptized by the late Mr, Phillips
in April, 1877, and about eight years
after came to Ebenezer, Clapham, and
much enjoyed the ministry of our late
beloved pastor, Mr, H, Hall, and was
deacon about eight years. He was
afllicted for about two and a half years
with cancer, and much of that time was
debarred attendance on the means of
grace, but was ever solicitous concern-
ing the welfare of Zion, and although
confined at home he was often favoured
to feel the Lord’s presence. In answer
to a brother he said, just before he
died, “I believe the Lord by His Spirit
begun a work of grace in my soul many
years ago, and has maintained it and
sustained me through many trials, and
my only hope now is the blood and
righteousness of God the Lamb.” Mr.

. 8. Brown committed his mortal re-
mains to the grave, and preached the
following Lord’s-day from the words,
*The righteous hath hope in his death.”
He leaves a widow and ten children,
one of which is in Earlwood Asylum,
and has to be re-elected in April, or he
must come out, [See advt.]

M=e. HOLLAND, of Ebenezer, Clapham,
passed away Dec. 29, 1894, Deceased
could never open his mouth in prayer
publicly. but before the Lord took him
home He unloosed his tongue, and in
the language of the apostle he ex-
pressed a desire “ to depart and be with
Christ, which is far better.”

ErLizABETH JAMES, wife of Walter
James, entered into rest, Jan. 13, 1895,
aged 79. During her last few days
several sweet hymns were very precious
to her.

“ Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness,”

“ There is a land of pure delight,”

“ On Jordan’s stormy bank Istand,”
and many more, beside several passages
of Scripture, were sources of comfort to
her in the swellings of Jordan. Her
mortal remains were interred in the
cemetery of Ilford, Jan. 20. Several
friends were present, and J. W. B. said a
few words at the grave, testifying to the
power of sovereign grace in the salva-
tion of the departed, and prayed that
God’s supporting grace may be experi-
enced by the sorrowing husband and
family.



THE LATE MR. HIRAM GEORGE MAYCOCK.
(See page 72.)

Gueonragement in the THorst Times.

By Epwarp MITCHELL.

“But David encouraged himself in the Lord his God.”—1 Sam. xx¥X, ¢.

& DAVID was greatly distressed.” He had never been in a worse case

in all his eventful career. The trouble came on the back of a
wonderful deliverance, which made it harder to bear. Placed in a
dilemma, with apparently no choice but to play the part of a traitor to
Achish, who had treated him most generously, or else to fight against his
own countrymen whom he loved with all his soul, God had wondrously
opened a way of escape for His servant. The jealousy of the Philistines
compelled Achish to dismiss him from the camp. With surprise and
gratitude doubtless David set forth on his journey to Ziklag. But when
on the third day they came to the place, what they had left a prosperous

Vor. LI. Magcu, 1895. F
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town was a heap of smouldering vuins, while their wives, children, and
possessions were all carried away, The blow was terrible. David and
his men “lifted up their voice and wept until they had no more power to
weep.” But well-nigh maddened by their losses the men turned fiercely
upon their leader; and, regarding him as the cause of their misfortune,
spake of stoning him; ‘‘ and David was greatly distressed.”

David’s distress was aggravated by a sense of his own past folly.
More than a year before, under a fit of unbelief, he had said, “ 1 shall
now perish one day by the hand of Saul: there is nothing better for me
than that I should speedily escape into the land of the Philistines.” He
sought no direction from God with respect to that step. The ephod was
not brought as aforetime. He acknowledged not the Lord in the matter.
That one false step involved him in a network of deceit. David’s con-
duct in the land of the Philistines was anything but creditable; and, but
for God’s appearance on his behalf, he could not have extricated himself
from the serious position he occupied on the eve of the battle between
Israel and the Philistines. The raid, too, upon Ziklag was probably a
reprisal on account of the way he had treateg the Amalakites. His men
appear to have seen the folly of their leader, and thought that his con-
duct had involved them in their present trouble, though their design to
stone him was utterly unreasonable. 'We are not surprised that David
was greatly distressed. Our wonder and admiration are drawn forth by
his faith. Inspite of his present position, his sense of the folly that had
led him into that position, and the blind fury of his followers, ¢ David
encouraged himself in the Lord his God.” This was heavenly wisdom.

David’s faith gripped God's covenant relation. He was the Lord his
God. He knew ?hat relation stood in free sovereign grace, and was indis-
solnble. His own folly might cause his God to hide His face, and bring
parental correction, but He would remain his God for ever and ever. He
knew that this relation was a responsible one, that in becoming his God
Jehovah had undertaken to be a God to him, and had bestowed the pre-
cious privilege of rolling all his burdens upon Him. If with David we
can claim God for our God we also may encourage ourselves in Him under
every distress and discouragement. Darkness may surround us, friends
fail and foes rage, let us cast our burden on Him, and we shall yet praice
Him. who is the health of our countenance and our God.”

David was acquainted with the covenant characler o. His God. He
was familiar with His name as He Himself had proclaimed it to Moses.
“ The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the
guilty.” Hence he drew enconragement tbat his unbelief and sin would
be forgiven. Too frequently with us our trouble iz the result of oor
faults. Jonah had not been in *‘the belly of hell” but for his dis-
obedience. Yet this neither forbids his hope, nor shats out his cry. Our
God is “ready to pardon.” *‘Like as a Father pitieth His children, so
the Lord pitieth them that fear Him.”

*“ Hisanger is so slow to rise,
So ready to abate.”
We excuse not our sins, but encourage ourselves in His mercy. To do
otherwise is to listen to the lies of unbelief, and further to dishonour our
covenant God.
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David remembered the infinile resources of His God. ¢ There is
nothing too hard for Jehovah.” He can raise the dead if need be. < He
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning.” He even gave
him ¢ twice as much as he had before.” No case can be hopeless if God
will undertake it. The blackened ruins of Ziklag might preach despair,
but the infinite resources of Jehovah preached hope more powerfully.
All is lost said sense and reason; all may he recovered, whispered faith.
“ Pring me hither the ephod.” The trial had answered its end, it had
brought David back to his God. We hear nothing of the ephod till now
gince David had come into Philistia. But now carnal expedients and
fleshly contrivances are all cast aside, and he returns to a simple trust in
his covenant God. We, too, have wept till we had no more power to
weep over our ruined Ziklags, but we can say with David, “ It is good
for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn Thy statutes.”
Sanctified afflictions wean us from trust in an arm of flesh, and teach us
to repose on an omnipotent God.

David doubtless recalled the inwioluble faithfulness of his covenant
God. Hath He spoken, and shall He not perform it? The throne of
Israel had been promised him, could the promise prove abortive ? Past
experiences confirmed the truth of God. How many times, and in what
wonderful ways, he had been delivered. Having delivered him in six
troubles, could God fail him in the seventh? Truly the trial was severe,
but the consolation was strong. The covenant character and relation of
God, His infinite ability, His inviolate faithfulness, and precious
promises are sufficient to cheer under any and every distress. We know
the issue. All was recovered, and much more than they had lost. “There
was nothing lacking to them, neither small nor great, neither sons nor
daughters, neither spoil, nor anything they had taken to them. David
recovered all.” And beside their own things, they had all the spoil the
Amalakites had gathered elsewhere in their incursion. Thus God
honoured David’s faith, and magnified His own name. My soul, wait
thou only upon God, and let thy expectation be from Him.” In all thy
seasons of distress and dismay, encourage thyself in the Lord thy God.
But since my faith is so weak, and unbelief so crafty and strong, graciouns
Spirit strengthen my faith, and enable me thus to follow in the footsteps
of thy servant David! '

*‘ The saints should never be dismayed,
Nor sink in hopeless fear,
For when they least expect His aid
The Saviour will appear.
Blest proofs of power, and love divine,
Are taught us in His Word ;

May every heartfelt care of mine
Be trusted to the Lord.”

TuE power of God, considered as exerted in and for His believing
people, becomes a gracious medium of their present and eternal felicity.
But that same adorable attribute, when set in array against reprobate
angels and men, burns as a fire which none can quench. Who knoweth
the power of Thy wrath ? And O how irresistibly will that power be
made manifest when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven in
flaming five, taking vengeance on them that know not God. and that
believe not the Gospel.—Zoplady.
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OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. III.
TaE LaTE MR. HiraM GEORGE MAYCOCK.

IN compliance with the request of many friends, I herewith send a few
details with respect to the life, call by grace, and ministerial career of
our late friend and brother, H. G. Maycock.

He was born in India, near Delhi, on December 3rd, 1823 (his
father being of the military profession), and brought to this country
when about fifteen months old. At the age of thirteen he was
apprenticed to his uncle (Mr. Swift, an extensive boot and shoe
manufacturer, who was a rigid Rowan Catholic, who had a form of
daily devotion observed in his family, tracts read from “The Garden
of the Soul,” “Fenelon’s Sermons,” “The Writings of Thomas
a Kempis,”” and other Roman Catholic works). This acted, for the time
being, as some check on his conscience. Having previously been a very
wicked youth, notwithstanding the endeavours of his father, who was a
man of high moral principle, to teach him morality, and the duty of
attending public worship on the Lord’s-day. :

After he left his uncle’s service he had more liberty and greater
opportunity of running a course of iniquity and rebellion against God,
which he eagerly pursued for a series of years. Several checks now and
again intervened to interrupt his progress in the downward career, but
he was finally stopped on the road to endless woe one Lord’s-day
evening as he was going to Cremorne Gardens to indulge in sinful
pleasure. Hearing singing when near Cadogan Pier, he stepped and
listened to it, and also to the address which followed. The portion of
Scripture the preacher took for his text was Prov. xxiii, 17, 18—viz,,
* Be thou in the fear of the Lord-all the day long ; for surely there is an
end ; and thine expectation shall not be cut off.” The discourse madea
deep and vivid impression on his mind, and at the close he followed the
preacher and others to a prayer-meeting in an adjoining cottage. Here,
being unable to prevent his feelings finding vent in sobs and groans, was
noticed by the company, and spoken to by an aged woman, who became
the instrument in the hand of God in leading him to the fountain
opened for sin. She directed him to the blood of Christ as cleansing
from all sin, and in a moment he felt his burden gone, which, although
he had persisted in his evil practices, had often been felt as a dreadful
load on his conscience. He joined his new friends the Wesleyans, and
took an active part as a class leader, trustee of a chapel, tract
distributor, and preacher.

In the year 1850 he went to reside at Brighton, and was induced to:
join the Primitive Methodists, with whom he continued some years,
preaching the Gospel of salvation from his own feelings in the work;.
and from the seals God bad given him, he felt persuaded he had hbeen
called by God to preach the Word of life. He read several articles in
the EARTHEN VESSEL written by the Strict Baptist ministers, and was.
convinced by the articles in question, that his ministry was not four-
square with the Word of God, and at once resigned his connection with:
the Primitive Methodists, was ultimately baptized by the late C. W.
Banks, and received into full communion with the Church worshipping
at Unicorn-yard Chapel, June 2nd, 1861. He then was invited to
supply at several Strict Baptist Churches, and received many invitations.
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or calls to the ministry, but preferred to settle down with the Church
worshipping at Bethel Chapel, Old Ford. Ultimately the place became
too small for the congregation, and the Church removed to Hope
Baptist Chapel, Norton-street, Bethnal Green. Here his ministry was

reatly blessed to the ingathering of many precious souls. However,
he shortly afterwards accepted an invite from the Church at Woolwich,
which proved an injudicious siep, as he passed through some very
trying circumstances, which brought about his retirement from the
ministry.

He removed to London, and attended the service of God at the
Surrey Tabernacle, but did not make himself known. He told the
writer he could not intrude upon the hospitality of his many kind
friends, and preferred sweeping a crossing in the street to any fawning
or obsequious conduct. He adopted a very humble method to obtain a
honest livelihood by selling cough-drops and pills in the marketing
localities of the Metropolis for some time. The writer sort him out, and
had a long conversation with him with respect to the Lord's dealings
with him. He said that the Lord had been very merciful to him, and
although he had passed through deep sorrow he acknowledged, though
chastened, he had not been forsaken by the Lord.

Being instructed by several causes of truth to obtain supplies for
them, I introduced our late brother to several places, and was fonnd
very acceptable. He preached many times at Dunmow, Saffron Walden,
Tring, Dunstable, Cottenham, Bexley, and other places. At the latter
cause he laboured for five years, and was ultimately chosen pastor of that
Church, which he resigned on account of ill-health last summer, but
continued to serve them as a supply until the end of October, 1894.

His last sermon was preached at Grays, on the occasion of their
harvest thanksgiving, from Mark iv. 28. Here he contracted a severe
chill, which resulted in congestion of the longs and influenza, which
terminated his earthly career, on December 28th last, at the age of 71.*
I frequently visited him, and found his mind full of anticipation to be
with his Lord and Saviour, who he delighted to serve, “ and was not,”
he said, ¢ ashamed of the truths he preached. He longed to be with
Jesus, and to be free from the body of sin.” His end was sweet, calm,
and peaceful ; and may our last end be like his. J. SANDERs.

LIFE A VAPOUR.

(A Sermont preached by EpwARD CARR, af Providence Chapel, Bath, on
Sunday morning, October 7th, 1894.)

“ For what is your life? It is even a vapour,that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away.”—James iv. 14.

T is well sometimes, my dear friends, to call to mind the brevity and

uncertainty of time, and to endeavour to consider what this present

life really is which we now live in the flesh. There are many young

people here, and I trust they will attend to the truths I am about to set

before them, and that the Holy Spirit may apply it to their hearts. A little

while ago we were not, and soon we shall not be, so far as this present

* See page 53, February issue. .
tThis sermon was taken down ir shorthand by W. A. Sumsion.
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world is concerned. The life spoken of in our text is that which inter-
venes between these two states. OQur life, then, what is it? Hark!
“Tt is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then
vanisheth away.” We may well *‘consider our latter end,” seeing it
may be so very near. Our life ‘‘vanisheth away.” What can concern
us more clogely than this ? There are two points in the text. TFirst,
the great question, “ What is your life?” Secondly, the solemn
answer, “ Tt is even a vapour that vanisheth away.”

I.—The great question, ‘ What is your life ?” It is an important -
enquiry. We have a life in common with all acimals, life outward, as
we know it, life that is sustained by food. This is the life which is
but a vapour. But we have also an inward life, the life of our souls.
There is bodily-life, and there is soul-life. The former must soon
come to an erd, so far as existence in this world is concerned; but our
souls can never die, their life is immortal. It is this which gives weight
and solemnity to the question of the text, “ What is your life ?”” Think
of it! Our immortal spirits will live when our clay tabernacles have
returned to dust. What is the soul? It is that part of us which
thinks, which feels, which wills or determines, The faculties of the
soul are all comprised in these three—knowledge, or thought; feeling,
or emotion, love, hate, &c.; and will, the voluntary determining state.
But these capacities are mnot in the soul as our members belong to the
body. There is no such division as this in the soul itself, because it is
the whole soul that knows, feels, and wills. Now, our souls must live
for ever, and are destined to eternal happiness or endless woe. As
death leaves us eternity will find us. “ As the tree falls it must for
ever lie.” Think of these words, ¢ For ever.” How strange it is, that
while people know they must go on living after death, their thoughts
are so little concerned with that part of them which is immortal. The
thoughts of all of us are far too much engrossed with this present life
to the neglect of our souls. How diligent we are in all things pertain-
ing to the “ vapour” which exists but for a moment's space. What
care and anxiety we take for our poor perishable, perishing bodies.
That which vanisheth away fills all our thoughts. But as for our souls,
which of us ever cares to enquire into their state, or ever thinks of the
future awaiting us? Death must ‘come, and it may come 8o very, very
soon. What is your life? * What shall it profit & man if he shall gain
the whole world”—so as to have the very fulness of natural life—*and
lose his own soul ?” (Mark viii. 36). May God send His own truth
home with power to some careless hearts.

Now, the godly have a higher life still. They have a body, and
hence are obliged to take care and anxiety about the things of this world.
They also have a soul, the same as all men. But that soul is by
nature “dead in trespasses and sins,” till quickened by the Spirit of -
God. In the day of regeneration it is put in possession of spiritual
life. It is this to which Jesus referred when He said, “ Ye must be
born again.” Regeneration is the beginning of spiritual life. Let me
pause here, and again press home the enquiry, “ What is your life ?
Are you born again? O, says one, “I cannot understand anythlng
about this regemeration!” How can you, dear friend, comprehend
what you know nothing about? Regeneration is to be experienced; it
cannot be understood. Let me here say, I sometimes feel sorry at the
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way in which some gooddpeople talk about the ungodly, and the manner
in which they act towards those who are not partakers of spiritual life.
They speak and act as if they despised them. ¢ Who art thou, O man?”
“ Who hath made thee to differ 7’ What if you yourself should be found
at last among those who *‘trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and despised others”’! I am grieved where this spirit prevails. It is
altogether alien to the spirit of the blessed Jesus, who, as man—and we
are men—wept over the sins, sorrows, and unbelief of Jerusalem. The
ungodly are to be pitied, my friends. ¢ Thou shalt not abhor an
Egyptian, for thou wast a stranger in his land ” (Deut. xxiii, 7). A
great-and sad mistake exists on this point amongst some who are too
ready to cry, “ The people of the Lord, the people of the Lord are we.”

In love and pity we press the enquiry, “ What is your life?” Is it
a spiritual life, with spiritual desires and spiritual hopes? Natural
life is manifested and maintained by breathing. Prayer is the breathing
forth of the spiritual life in spiritual desire and longings:—

“ Those feeble desires, those wishes so weak,
'Tis Jesus inspires and bids you still seek;
His Spirit will cherish the life He first gave,
Yon never shall perish, if Jesus can save.”
Mind this, however, a mere desire to go to heaven is no proof of
gpiritual life. "We must go further than that. The first operation of
the Holy Spirit upon a soul is to convince of sin, and the frmit and
effect of spiritual ‘conviction is a cry for mercr springing from soul-
trouble. Henceforth the life becomes a life of prayer. Mercy is always
needed; and, more or less; is always being sought. What are those
sighs, cries, and feelings in thy so sinful and so helpless soul but the
inward expression of the need of mercy felt within”

What is your life? Is it a life of prayer, or not? Is it a life of
alienation or reconciliation, of faith or sense, of grace within, or wholly
a carnal Jife? The truth of God applies to everyone, either as a savour
of death unto death, or of life unto life. There is no getting away
from it. This present mortal life is short, very short. Our days are
numbered. Few and evil are they; for, * What is man? his days are
as grass; as a flower of the field, so he flonrisheth. The wind passeth
over it, and it is gone, The place thereof shall know it no more
for ever.” It is but a hand’s breadth even at longest. There is some-
thing utterly unsatisfying in everything here below. * Vanity of
vanities, all is vanity.” I would exhort you to encourage such thoughts
as these. Meditate on the insufficiency, the impotency, the dissatisfac-
tion, and the uncertainty of life. It is part of true wisdom to face the
facts. However much happiness you may hope for, or even obtain, in
this life, you will find plenty of trouble to counter-balance it, to over-
balance it, and death awaits you.

But let us turn the question of our text round a little further. Look-
ing at it from another point of view, we perceive that this present
mortal life is a preparation for eternity. As the years roll away, we are
either being made meet by God’s grace to be partakers of the inherit-
ance of the saints in light, or else we are “ vessels of wrath fitted for
destruction " by being left to fill up the measure of our sins. What a
solemn thing is life in this aspect, as the preparation for eternity!
Then to think how brief is the period that intervenes between the
cradle and the grave! How soon life disappears! Hence our text
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contains not only the impottant enquiry, “ What is your life?” It

also answers that enquiry by a very striking similitude. This is our
second point. Listen to

I1.—The solemn answer, ““ 1t i8 even a vapour, that appeareth for a
little time, and then vanisheth away.” How wonderfully God uses
patural things to illustrate spiritual truth. A vapour is visible as an
unsubstantial form for a while and then dissolves into nothingness.
Such is our mortal life. I have been watching the vapours from my
study window, and I think we may learn many lessons from the
similitude used in the text. In the first place,

1. A vapour is constantly changing. It is never for a moment at
rest. It rolls round upon itself in perpetual motion. As one watches
its convolntions, one is astonished at the surprisingly sudden changes
that take place. One moment thickening, and then altering its position
and shape; then it is gone. Such .is your life—a vapour, incessantly
changing, never continuing in one state long. For a brief moment it
may seem almost like something solid and real; but lo! “the wind
passeth over it”—through it—and it is swept away, Nothing here
below is more substantial than a vapour. How miserable is the state
and condition of those (if they only knew it) whose aims and hopes
reach no higher than this present life,

2. A vapour is evanescent: it disappears while you are looking at it.
Everything the eye beholds or the heart loves is in its nature a vapour
in thise sense. Last Lord’s-day our friend Crewe was walking up and
down that aisle showing people into the seats; we saw him alive, gpoke
to him; but now he has gone. Traly life is a vapour; whilst you gaze
it ¢ vanisheth away.” It is difficult to realise that soon the place which
knows us now will know us no more for ever. We are so apt to
think every man mortal but ourselves. Yet how soon, how very soon,
we may go! )

8. A vapour is wunsubstantial, unreal, dream-like, Put it to the
test. You cannot lay hold of it; it eludes the grasp; it is little more
than a shadow, an appearance. So with life. You cannot retain any-
thing. Whilst you are attempting to seize it, it slips from your
hands. Fach moment has gone for ever, as you call it yours. Nothing
go fleeting, so unsubstantial as time; and this is the stuff oar lives are
made of. ) .

4. A vapour is fransitory. It is formed, it appears, it changes, it
exists to manifestits nnreality, and then it dissolves. Vapour, then, is
a middle, an intermediate state (speaking of what we can_ discern)
between the time when it was not and the time when it shall not be.
This is what we mean by the word transitory. It is a passing through
from one stage of existence into another—that other is ETERNITY.
Tremendous word! But again,

5. A vapour disperses as il yoes upwards. This is the nature of our
life. As the tale of our yeers mounts up we have not so much st.rcqgt}l
nor vigour, not so much time to live as we had. Each year as it 18
added to the past is taken from the fature. The day of our death is
registered in God’s purpose; and ere long it will be registered in earth’s
records too. The time is short, The number of our months is with
God. When the allotted span has run out what will become of us?
As our spirits disappear into the veiled eternity—whither ? whither ?
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6. Mark this! There is nothing real in a vapour. “ Vanity of
venities, all is vanity.,” ¢ It appeareth for a little time.” O yes! it
appeareth, and may assume the most strangely fantastic forms. You
can see it; it is there, It appeareth; but in all its appearing how little
we can understand it, and how soon it passes away. It is a striking
representation the Holy Ghost uses in comparing our life to a vapour.
Life appeareth, and it vanisheth, Where does it vanish into? Amid
all the delusive appearances of the present mortal state, is there nothing
real, unchanging, unalterable? There is. It is eternity. Time on the
wing hastens us away to eternity.

* Pause, my soul, and ask the question,
Art thou ready to meet God?”

My dear friends, What are our prospects for eternity? Are we alive
or dead? saved or unsaved ? Has the Holy Spirit convinced us of sin,
quickened our souls, given us a spirit of prayer, brought us to the feet
of Jesus, there to cry for mercy? For heaven are our credentials clear?
Shall we be found in heavenly bliss or eternal misery and woe when our
mortal life vanisheth away? Important questions! May the Lord
seal them upon your hearts. “For what i3 your life? It iseven a
vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vamisheth away.”
The Lord bless you all. Amen.

JOTS AND TITTLES; OR, THE PRECISION OF PRO-
PHECY AND NARRATION IN SCRIPTURE.
No. 2.
THE ONE, ONLY SAVIOUR.

“ He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which
is Christ."—Gal. i1i.16. ) ’
“ (\OD is His own Interpreter,” dear Cowper sang concerning the
mysterious ways of Divine Providence, and this is no less true in
the higher regions of revelation and grace. There is a kind of continuons
inspiration in Holy Scripture which thas sometimes been greatly mis-
underatood. Some tirze ago, I was talking with a young friend who had
imbibed the specious doctrine that the sense of Scripture was for the most
part inepired, but not the very words; and when I quoted the passage, *“He
that believeth shall not make haste,” with its New Testament equivalent,
“ Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed or confounded ”
(Isa. xxviii. 16, and Rom. ix. 33), he smiled at the idea that I had unin-
tentionally confirmed the notion that verbal inspiration was out of the
(uestion, and only the sense was dictated by the Holy Spirit. But I held
my ground, and this was iny argament : If a gentleman employed a
private secretary at a liberal salary, he would choose a man of intelligence,
knowledge, and capacity, whose powers of understanding and expression
would probably nearly equal, and might even, in some things, surpass his
own, and in such a case he might leave a good deal to his secretary’s dis-
cretion in the way of record or correspondence. But suppose one employed
a person of inferior intelligence to write an important letter or notice,
would it be either wise or right to let such au one choose his own forms
of expression upon a subject he undeistood very imperfectly, and upon
G
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whose judgment one could not rely? Would anybody be likely to let an
inexperienced schoolboy {rame some weighty document which should be
handed down to posterity for precedent, argument, or appeal, and let him
word it just as he fancied? Surely not! The idea refutes itself.

And compared with the Holy Spirit, what is man at his best, but the
veriest child 1n understanding? TEerefore, we believe, on the best and
surest grounds, that He who moved holy men of old to write and speak
His word, taught them exactly what to say, and He who taught Isaiah to
declare He that believeth shall not, make haste, explained it to Paul as we
find it written by him, * He that believeth on Him who is the Sure Foun-
dation shall not be ashamed or confounded ™ ; confusion and mistakes being
the evils deprecated, and not earnestness and living desire and activity,

So, again, the. prophet Joel wrote: “ Whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be defizered™ (Joel ii. 82), and Paul echoes the
promise in the words, ‘ For whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved ” (Rom. x. 13), specifying the full meaning of the
assurance to be eternal life and everlasting salvation through Jesus Christ.

T have been reminded of all this by the text with which this paper is
headed. In the promise given to Abraham, the word seed seems simply
to mean * progeny,” and is generally used in the plural sense, at least it
does not appear to have been marked off as in the singular number in
any Hebrew Scripture document at present known. And Abraham had
other sons besides Isaac, he wae the father of many nations, but “in
Isaac bis seed was to be called,” and Esau was Jacob’s brother; but before
the children were born the prediction was uttered, “ The elder shall serve
the younger.” It was not a question of ¢ the survival of the fittest,”
not a matter of creature deservings or human choice at all; from first to
last (God manifestly kept all in His own hands, His mind rested on One
Great Person only through all the ages; the promised *seed of the woman,”
the ¢ seed of Abraham,” the Son of David, was from first to last none
other than the “Man Christ Jesus,” “ Who was set up from everlasting,”
or ever the earth was formed, or men were fashioned.

Is it not sweet to be thus reminded of God’s unchanging purposes of
grace, to know that He is of one mind, and none can turn Him, and to
realize that His counsel shall stand, and He will do all His pleasure!
And does not this special choice df Jesus Christ suggest His special per-
sonal choice of His people in Him, and the predestination of all Hisloved
ones to a state of grace here and of glory hereafter? '

And should it not increasingly force home upon us our entire and
constant dependence upon the Holy Spirit, both to enlighten our under-
standing and influence our heart, for *“ What man knoweth the things of
a man save the spirit of man which isin him? even so the things of God
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” None teacheth like Him, and
His teaching may be known by its fruits, for it at once exalts and humbles,
purifies and hallows both heart and lip and life, yet simultaneously teaches
us more of the hidden evils of our fallen nature, and makes us depend
more simply, more entirely on the Lord Jesus Christ. The testimony of
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, the glorifying of the Lord Jesus Christ is
the great mission of His Spirit, and thus the teaching of our text, like
the uniform tenor of the sacred Secriptures, is “ Christ is all and in all,”
 Alpha and Omega,” “Beginning and Ending,” * First and Last.” May
He be 50 to ns, all our salvation, all our desire, so that with perfect sin-
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cerity we may say, ““Whom have I in heavep but Thee? and there is none
upon earth that I desire in comparison with Thee, my Lord and my
God.” Amen. H. 8. L.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE’S PAGE.
Houe axp CommonN THings.—No. 3. FREsH AIr.

ANY of us are very sengitive to and afraid of draughts, especially
when we are heated; sharp currents of air chill us too suddenly,
and we take cold. DBut good ventilation is one of the prime necessities
of life and health, and those who do not get it are generally sickly and
weak. Outdoor exercise and well-aired, fresh dwellings, combined with
sufficient warmth, induce and tend to preserve healthfulness and com-
fort. A doctor was asked what was the best disinfectant, and his
answer was, *“ Fresh air,” and he recommended a fire in a sick-room,
partly for the reason that it caused a current of air to pass through it;
and since we must be continually breathing, /nhaling and erhaling, we
can easily see how important to us the air must be.

When God created the world He made a firmament, as the word is
translated in our Bible, but lhe Hebrew word means ‘exzpanse.” And
this is what is spoken of in Psa. civ., “ Who stretchest ount the heavens
like a curtain,” and again in Isa. xl. 22, where they are described as
being spread out as a tent to dwell in. Tlree heavens are referred to
in the Scripture—the third, the highest, God's own peculiar ahode;
the second, immeasurably high above our heads, where sun, moon, and
stars are seen; and the first, our lower heaven, which is all around and
above us for a number of miles, where the birds fly and the rain and
storms gather, and which is ever changeful and varying. We call it the
atmosphere, a sphere or globe of air, or vapour, and vapours are the
very emblem of things shadowy, unsubstantial, which we cannot grasp
or hold. And yet this mysterious expanse was made by God to separate
the waters from the waters. The waters of the sea have been drawn up
by the sun and air, and formed into clouds, which have opened and
poured down rain upon mountains and valleys, watering the earth,
filling rivers, ponds, and pools of all kimds, so that the thin, filmy
atmosphere has always been strong enmough to bear up many tons’
weight of water and to filter it down gently as required. The air
presses us on every side, but we do not feel its load. We live in it, as
the fishes live in the great wide ses, and strong, vigorous constitutions
are seldom distressed by the many changes of weather which seriously
try those who are infirm and feeble.

And this brings me to another truth, which intimately concerns us
all. The presence of God surrounds us like the atmosphere. *In Him
we live and move and have our being.” ¢ He is not far from every
one of us.” On the contrary, He is most near, nearer than any earthly.
thing or any human friend. * Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit, or
whither shall I fiee from Thy presence ?”’ (Psa. cxxxix. 7) is a question
we may ask, like the Psalmist, and can only answer in the same way,
“Nowhere!” for ahove, beneatb, aronnd, even at earth’s remotest
bound, God is everywhere. I daresay you have heard the story of the
atheist writing down the words, * God is nowhere,” and the child
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spelling out the letters and repeating, “ God is now here,” and how the
strong man trembled at the solemn thought and was led to seek
mercy and forgiveness from the Being he had so long despised, and
whose existence he had tried to disprove.

And the Holy Spirit's gracious work in the hearts of God's people is
compared to the air, the wind, the vital breath. You remember
Ezekiel's vision of the valley full of dry bones of men who had long
since been slain, and how the Lord told him to prophesy and say, “ O
ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord,” and how the scattered bones
came properly togethcr, and flesh covered the re-formed bodies; but
still there was no life until he was bidden to call for the breath, which,
when it came, made them stand upon their feet alive and strong,
“an exceeding great army” (Ezek. xxxvii.). So Jesus said to
Nicodemus, “ The wind bloweth,” or “ the Spirit breatheth, where it, or
He, listeth” (John iii.). He is the life-giving breath of spiritual,
beavenly grace and salvation. Without His sacred influence working
within our hearts we are dead to God, as lifeless as those flesh-covered
bodies in the valley when they lay motionless upon the ground. It is
good to hear the Gospel, to read and learn God's holy Word; but “ we
must be born again, or we cannot enter the kingdom of God,” and “it
is the Spirit that quickeneth.” ]

Dear reader, if you really desire this holy life, it is already begun
within you; and if you have passed from death unto life, seek to live in
the pure atmosphere, the fresh air of the Holy Spirit's blessed, gracious
influences. “ As many as are led.by the Spirit of God, they are the
children of God.” May we be kept from quenching any of His gentle
impuises, or grieving that loving Friend, who, like the tender, beautiful
dove, is the Spirit of love, and peace, and faithfulness. May we “live
in the Spirit,” and *‘walk in the Spirit,” and so shall we flourish and
be spiritnally healthy, and “grow in grace and in the knowledge of our

£y

Lord and Savioar, Jesus Christ.” Amen. : H. 8. L.

THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.—II.
By H. A. NoEL-THATCHER.
“ Walk about Zic;n,” &c.—Psa, xlviii.
ToWERS.

‘TE RSE 12 :—*Tell the towers thereof.” May not one of these towers be: —

Tower I.—The Faithfulness of God? ‘“A faithful Creator”
(1 Pet.iv. 19). “ e is faithful that promised ” (Heb. x. 23). “Iwill
never leave thee nor forsake thee” (Heb. xiii. 5).

Tower I1.—Shall we call tower two the Long-suffering of Jehovah.
.. .. “Andaccount that the long-suffering of our Lord is salvation”
(2 Pet. iii. 15). :

Tower 11I.—The Pity of the Lord towards His own: “Like as a
father pitieth his children, o the Lord pitieth them that fear Him™
(Psa. ciii. 18). ‘ -

Tower 1V.—The comforting love of the Triune: “ As one whom his
mother comforteth, so will I comfort -you ” (Iea. Izvi. 13). ¢ Comfort
ve, comfort ye My people ” (Isa. xl. 3). “I will give you another C'om-
forter, that He may abide with you for ever ” (John xiv. 16).
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Tower V.—God’s provident care of His people: * My God shall sup-
ply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus”
(Phil. iv. 19),

Tower VI.—The Lord’s protecting goodness: ** Fear not, for I am
with thee, and will bless thee” (Gen, xxvi, 4). “I the Lord do keep it
[His Church]; I will water it every moment: lest any hurt it, I will keep
1t night and day ™" (Isa. xxvii. 3).

Tower V1I.—The Lord's guiding care: I will gaide thee with Mine
eye” (Psa. xxxii. 8). * He will guide our feet in the way of life”
(Lukei.79). ¢ 1 will guide thee unto death” (Psa. xlviii. 14).

Thus have we enumerated a few of the towers. Many more might be
counted—* told.” They are all summed up in the declaration: “The
name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is
safe” (Prov. xviii, 10). “ He is our ¢ high tower and fortress’” (Psa.
cxliv. 2).

BuLwaRKs.

Verse 12.—* Mark ye well her bulwarks.”

Bulwark I.—The Immutability of God: “ He is of one mind, and
who can turn Him? and what His soul desireth, that doeth He ” (Job
xxiii. 13).

Bulwark II.—The Justice of the Eternal, satisfied in the oblation of
Christ, throngh whom “ merey and truth have met together, righteous-
ness and peace have kissed each other” (Psa. 1xxxv. 10). “ He [Christ]
was delivered for our offences, He was raised again for our justification ”
(Rom. iv. 25). “ A just God and a Saviour’ (Isa. xlv. 21).

Bulwark IIT.—The Truth of God: “I am the . ... Truth”
(John xiv. 6). “ A God of truth; just and right is He” (Deut. xxxii. 4).

Bulwark IV.—The Infinitudeof Jehovah: * Do I not fill heaven and
carth, saith the Lord? ” (Jer. xxiii. 24).

Bulwark V.—The Omnipotence of Jehovah: “I know that Thoa
canst do all things ” (Job xlii. 2). *“None can stay His hand, or say
unto Him, ¢ What doest Thou? ” (Dan. iv. 35).

Bulwark VI.—The Holiness of Jehovah: ¢ The Lord our God is holy™
(Lev. xix. 2). “ Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty” (Rev. iv. 8)
“For such an High Priest became ue, who is holy, harmless, nndefiled,
separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens” (Heb. vii. 26).

Bulwark VII.—The Mercy of Jehovah: “ The mercy of the Lord is
from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him™ (Psa. ciii. 17).
‘ He delighteth in mercy * (Mic. vii. 18).

(T'o be continued.)

EvERY soul that is saved, is saved by the Blessed Trinity. Before
one single lost child of man can be brought home to God, it is
needful that the Father should send, the Son should coms, and the
Holy Ghost should &realhe; in other words, there must be a displey
of the grace of the Lord Jesus, and the love of God, and a communi-
cation of the Holy Spirit.—#. Harper.

It is said of the diamond, that *it cuts other jewels, but is itself cut
of none; nothing will soften it but steeping it in the blood of goats.”
Nor will man’s adamantine heart be softened to purpose until steeped in
the blood of Christ, the true scapegoat.—Arrowsmith.
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AYLESBURY BAPTIST CHAPEL.

THE tlriving county town of Aylesbury has long had a Baptist Church in its
midst, and to-day, recognising the steady and increasing growth of the town,
the Baptists worshipping in Walton-street have concluded that the time has
come for them to bring themselves more in evidence by enlarging their present
chapel, and making it more comfortable and inviting. :, '

Readers of Dr. Cramp’s * Baptist History ” will remember that in the year
1664, two years after the passing of the iniquitous Act of Uniformity, the
Baptist minister of Aylesbury, and eleven of his congregation, including two
women, were seized and imprisoned. The justices at the Quarter Sessious
gave them the alternative of conforming to the Church of England, of leaving
the realm, or of death. As they could.not comply with either of the first two
requisitions they were sentenced to Ué banged, and, doubtless, the sentence
would have been carried out had not the son of one of the condemned
prisoners, by hastening to London, and by the aid of influential friends,
secured their reprieve from King Charles II. Probably the “Merry Monarch”
thought this wholesale slaughter would be more than hig faithful subjects
would stand—we may rest assured it was from no sympathy with the Baptists.
It will be remembered, too, that in thersame year Benjamin Keach, pastor of
Winslow, was placed in the pillory in Aylesbury Market-place because of his
adherence to, and promulgation of, Baptist principles.. Such are the early
records of the denowmination, and little more is known till the year 1733, when
Baker's-lane Chapel (still in existence) was licensed for preaching, and it was
there that the Aylesbury Baptists worshipped, until the present chapel in
Walton-street was erected.

The present Church, however, dates from the year 1801, when, on the 4th
of January—according to the venerable Church book, now nearly a century
old—*the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper was administered to the newly-
formed Church.” The Church was then under the pastoral care of Mr. Henry
Paice, who resigned his charge in May, 1804. From that time until July 29th,
1813, wheu Mr. Hopcroft took pastoral oversight, the Church was under
supplics. By means of help from the Particular Baptist Fund, the struggling
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Clnuch was able to retain Mr. Hoperoft until July 23rd, 1820, when he
preached his farewell sermon,

Circumstances arising in connection with the chapel in Baker's-lane, whicl
rendered their tenure somewhat insecure, it was thought advisable that the
Particular Baptists should have a meeting-place of their own, the Baker's-lan::
Chapel being under the control of the General Baptists, who sent one of their
ministers once a month to supply the pulpit. Through the kindness of the late
Mr. Marshall, who honourably filled the office of deacon for more than 60
years, a piece of ground in Walton-street wag secured, and on the 18th of
June, 1828, the foundation stone of the present building was laid, and three
months later, on Septemnber 18th, it was opened for Divine worship, and so
successful were the services “that hundreds were compelled to leave for want
of room to accommodate them”; and in the afternoon a service was held in
the open-air at the back of the chapel.

In July, 1831, Mr. Norris was appointed pastor; and in February, 1833, he
tesigned his charge. The longest pastorate appears to have.been that of Mr.
Searle, who retained oversight of the Chiirch from 1836 to 1849. From that
time till the year 1868 the Church was again without an under-shepherd, in
December of which year Mr. Colsell (now of Coventry) was recognised as
pastor, and remained amongst the people till May, 1873.  Much of this latter
history is well-known to many readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL ; suffice it tosay
that Mr. Fuller (now of Bedford) was pastor from January, 1883, to March,
1891, when he resigned his charge.

In July, 1893, after two years of the supply system, Mr. Witton was
publicly recognised as pastor, and since then the congregations have been
steadily increasing, so that it.is thought the long-needed alterations to the
inconveniently-constructed building should now be put in hand. This matter
has not been hurried forward without earnest consideration and prayer, and the
fact that promises and cash to the amount of ahout £250 have already beeu
received, leads the Committee to hope that, by introducing their needs to a
larger circle of friends, the £600 required will be forthcoming. For that sum
the chapel will be brought out sixteen feet nearer to the street, with a new
front, as shown in. the illustration; new seats will replace the present
uncomfortable pews ; a class-room or vestry, and other offices, will be added,
and a more perfect system of warming and ventilating the whole will he
devised.

Aylesbury is an important market town, with three railways running into
it; and it is felt that the Baptists should not be suffered to sink into
obscurity, and an earnest appeal s now made to the Lord’s people, to whom
the distinguishing principles of our denomination are dear, to help the under-
taking by a subscription, however small, to secure their proper representation
in this town. Any contributions may be sent to the Hon. Secretary, Mr.
W. A. Chapman, 100, High-street, Aylesbury, who will promptly acknowledge
receipt of the same, and will furnish any information.

"OPEN YE THE GATES.
By I. C. Jonwsox, J.P.
0N Tuesday, Jan. 29, the ceremony of unlocking the door of Finchley Baptist
Chapel, Station-road, Church End, was attended to, at 3.15, by our brother Mr.
I (/P Johnson, of Gravesend, who, notwithstanding his great age, and the
severity of the weather, put in an appearance at the time appoiuted.

A number of friends from different parts assembled in the front of the
chapel. The key was handed to our aged brother, with which he unlocked the
door, saying, “ Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation that keepeth the
truth may enter in.” ~ Many more friends came in afterwards, until the area of
the chapel was fairly covered. .

Mr. C.. Wilson, the chairman, proceeded to the platform, and commenced
the service by giving out a hymn, which was sung, read a portion of God's
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Word, and called on a brother to supplicate for the Lord's blessing on the
serviees of the day.  The Chairman then called on brother Johnson to address
the meeting.  He spoke as follows:—

Dear Mr. Chairman and Clhiristian friends, I am pleased to be with you
to-day to attend to the very simple, but significant ceremony of unlocking
the door of this sanctuary to admit spiritual worshippers. Many attempts
were made to dissuade me from coming, both at Gravesend, and by friends in
the City @ hut having made a promise, life and health permitting, I am bound
to fulfil it, even if T am of no use now I am here. Yesterday was the 84th
anniversary of my birthday, so I have great cause for thankfulness, that the
Lord has enabled me to come, and thus fulfilled His promise made to me some
vears ago: ** As thy days, so shalt thy strength be.”

Now, some sort of a speech will be-expected on this interesting occasion.
Well, what shall it be ? It should be something edifying; and something in
liarmony with the present proceedings. - I have thought that the promoters of
this praiseworthy undertaking may be fairly compared to the Church at Phila-
delphia, the meaning of which is brotherly love. Brotherly love has, no doubt,
been the anmimating principle of - your conduct in this matter. John was
banished to the Isle of Patmos, by that.tyrant Diocletian, for- his testimony to
the truth of God. What a privilege it is for the Christian, that whilst the body
may be separated from the society of men, no power can banish him from
communion with his God. Incommon with other Churches Jolm was com-
manded to write to that of Philadelphia, and it is neticeable that no fault is
found with this community. Jesus, Who gave him this commission, describes
Hinself as “ He that is holy; He that is true; He that hath the key of David;
He that openeth, and no mau shutteth; and shntteth, and no man openeth.”
Yes; Jesus was holy, even when in the wowmb, for it was said to Mary: ¢ That
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of Ged.” In
childhood He was the ‘“holy child Jegus.” Yes: Jesus is the Holy One of
God. In manhood He was holy, harmless, undefiled, and .separate from
sinners, and because He is holy, He is necessarily true. He is the faithful and
true witness; true in the performance of the work the Father gave Him to do;
true to all His promises, and faithful'in all His ways. :

He is described as having the key of David. Now a key is an emblem of
authority. There is no doubt an allusion to Isaiah xxii. 22: “ And the key of
the house of David will I lay on His shoulder; so He shall open, and none shall
shut,” &c. In the House of Commons, as in corporations, the mayors have a
mace, which is carried on the shoulders of the mace-bearers as an emblem of
authority. So Jesus has the key, for as Mediator all authority in heaven and
ou €arth is committed unto Him., He openeth. It is- His to open the cove-
nant of grace, to unlock the mysteries.of the kingdom of heaven. He alone
was found wortliy to take the book, and open the seals thereof, and having
dove so, He opens the mouths of His servants to proclaim His Gospel. He
opens doors of sanctuaries for His people to worship in, and then, 0 wondrous
love! He opens the ears of His people to listen to that Gospel, and opens their
bearts to receive it in the love of it: this by the circumcising power of the
Holy Ghost. ) i

He has the key, and that key is His atoning blood. * “ John looked again,
aud behold a door was opened in heaven.” What key could open it? Chuis-
tian friends; do not think I am.pedantic if I quote a- Latin sentence: * Qrux
Christi clavis est paradisi™; or, “ The eross of Christ is the key of paradise.”
Not, of course, the material cross, but the sufferings and death of our redeem-
iug Lord upon it. Just as T with the key in my hand opened the dogr of this
chapel to give you an entrance into it, so Jesus with the key of David hath
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and no man can shut it. More-
over, by virtue of His obedient life, and by His atoning death, He hath the
keys of hell and death, and with these keys He shutteth, and no man openeth.
He las for ever locked those doors, so that none of His redeemed shall ever
cuter therein (Rev. i.-18). : .

This is the glorious Person that instructed Joln to write, Wliat did he
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write?  “T know thy works; hehold, T have set before thee an open door, and
no man can shut it; for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept My word.
and hast not denied My name.” Blessed testimony! Let ns apply it. The
Loord knows the works of those engaged in this enterprise, He knows that it is
a work of faith and labour of love. [t was good that it was in thy heart to
crect a house for the worship of the true God. The same wag in the heart of
David. You are, however, more highly favoured than he was, for he did not
live to see it erected, but you have succeeded in completing the work. To His
name be all the praise. You have had difficulties to encounter, and I believe
whatever is intended to be done for God’s glory will have to meet with oppo-
sition. You have, I understand, had tle roof blown off. Do you ascribe that
calamity to the power of the Almighty, because “ He holds the winds in His
fists, and the waters in the hollow of His hand ”? I should rather say it was
the work of an adversary, Satan. He is envious of your proceedings. God
was pleased to permit him to do it, in order to try your faith, and to call into
exercise your patience and perseverance. It was the work of the enemy just
as much as it was his work to afflict Job;and bind for eighteen years the poor
woman whom Jesus only could unbind. He knows your works and the motive
for which they are performed. He says, therefore, ¢ Behold, I have set before
thee an open door, and no man can shut it.” He knows your works as instru-
ments. He claims it primarily to be His own work, for He says, “I have set
hefore you an open door.” This door has been open ; let us now pray that
sinners may flock through it, hear the Gospel, be torn again of the Holy
Spirit, and be eternally saved. He says, too, “ Thou hast a little strength.”
Altoough it be little, ike little faith it will overcome every impediment, for it
is allied to, and derived from, Almighty power, and the outcome of the
promise: ‘He will give strength unto His people, He will bless His people
with peace.” Thus the Lord does recognize His own gifts in His own people.

The next testimony Jesus bears is, “Thou hast kept My word.” IfI am
not much mistaken it 1s love to the pure Word of God that has prompted this
movement, in order that the kingdom of Christ may be extended. All things
considered, I believe the denomination of Christians styled Strict and Parti-
cular Baptists is nearest to the pure Word of God as regards doctrine, precept,
and primitive observances. Strict adherence to the Scriptures of truth is the
only way to obtain the commendation-of the Lord Jesus, as the Church at
Philadelphia obtained it.

The last acknowledgment is,* Thou hast not denied My name” (Rev. iii.
7,8). The same may be said of our friends here. Ye have not denied that
He 1s Alpha and Owega; ye have not called in question His divinity and boly
humanity, nor that His name is Wonderful Counsellor, the Mighty God, the
cverlasting Father, and the Prince of peace; and, therefore, fov the glory of
that name and the salvation of His elect, may heaven's richest blessing rest
npon this newborn cause.

NATURE AND FAITH.

Nature murmurs—Faith gives meekness,

WE wept—'twas Nature wept—but Faith

Can pierce beyond the gloom of death,
And 1n yon world, so fair and bright,
Behold.- thee in refulgent light !
We miss thee here, yet Faith would rather
Know thou art with thy heavenly Father.
Nature sees the body dead —
Faith beholds the spirit fled ;
Nature stops at Jordan's tide—~
Faith beholds the other side;
That but hears farewell, and sighs—
This, thy welcome in the skies;
Nature mourns a cruel blow—
Faith assures it is not so;
Nature never sees thee more—~
Faith but sees thee gone before ;
Nature tells & disma) stor{—
Faith has visions full of glory ;
Nature views the ohange with sadness—
Faith contemplates it with gladness;

| ““Etrength is perfected in weakness;

Nature writhes and hates the rod—

Faith looks up and blesses God ;

Sense looks downwards —Faith above,
That sees harshness this sees love.

O let Faith victorious be,

Let it reign triumphantly!

But thou art gone ! not lost, but flown,
Shall I then ask thee back, my own—
Back, and leave thy spirit's brightness ?
Back, and leave thy robes of whiteness ?
Back, and leave the Lamb who feeds thee ?
Back, from founts to which He leads thee?
‘Back, and leave thy heavenly Father ?
Back, to earth and'sin? Nay,rather
Would I live in solitude.

I would not ask thee if L could;

But patient wait the high decree

That calls my spirit home to thee.
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THE LATE MR. G. DIFFEY.

For the benefit of our readers in
Devonshire, Wales, America, and
Australia, we give a portrait and
brief sketch of our old friend Mr.
Diffey, late pastor of Poulner, near
Ringwood, Hants. Deceased was
born near the town of Corfe Castle,
Dorset, in 1820 ; was brought up
among the ‘ Independents,” where
he attended the Bible-class; and on
the subject of baptism being dis-
cussed, he saw plainly infant
sprinkling to be unscriptural, and
believers’ baptism by imniersion to
be according to New Testament
order. Before entering on the
pastorate at Poulner (which was
open  communion), he stated hix
views,; and the friends were formed
into a New Testament Church, and
those who had not been baptized cither went through the ordinance or left.
He was a God-sent minister of the Gospel; and .shunned not to declare the
whole counsel of God. '

On Lord’s-day, April, 22, 1888, he went to preach as usual, reached the
vestry, and, after an hour's pain, was absernit from the body and present with the
Lord, aged 68, ** He being dead, yet speaketh.” Almost his last words before
Jeaving home were, “T think I shall-Bave a good day to-day.”

THE LATE MRS. BENNETT.

Maxy readers of the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GosPEL HERALD in the counties of
Surrey, Sussex, Kent,and elsewhere, will receive with deep regret the announce-
ment of the death of Mary Randell Bennett, the beloved wife of Mr. W.
Bennett, of Wellesley-road, Croydon, formerly of Chelwood House, Burgess-
hill, Sussex, where, for a great number of years, she almost entirely supported
ithe Baptist chapel there. Her translation from earth to heaven took place
November 12, 1894, aged 60. Deceased was a daughter of the late Mr. Thomas
Daynes Wood, at one time minister of Wilderness-row Strict Baptist Church.

Early in life Mrs. Bennett was, by the Holy Spirit's influence, brought to
know and love the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the grace of God, was enabled
during the whole of her life to keep herself “unspotted from the world.” The
departed was favoured to hold much sweet intercourse and fellowship with her
blessed Lord and Saviour. This produced in her a truly humble mind, which
hore fruit in a sympathetic and unselfish disposition towards her fellow-
«creatures and to the honour and glory of her God, and was therefore an
-ornament to her profession. Her chief enjoyment was in the service of
Him who had made her a partaker of His saving grace and mercy.

Though highly favoured in God's good and kind Providence, she was not
without trials; yet,

“WITH THE PROMISED LAND.IN VIEW,”

‘the was cheerful and kind to all with whom she came in contact. For some
time she was deprived of her natural eye-sight, but the eye of faith grew
stronger and with joy * Beheld the land that was far off,” and longed, out of
love to His dear name, to be there where ¢ Pleasure in perfection is.”

November 4, she was at chapel, bright and cheerful, and said to a friend,
T am looking forward with fond anticipation to the land of far distances.’”

TSN
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November 8, she took to her bed. On the 10th, she asked me to read. I read
to her John xvii. She commented very sweetly on verses 4, 8 13, 24, and we
sang one of her favourite hymns. On the Saturday (10th), Mr. Copeland
called to seeher, when she said, “ I am going to heaven, not on account of any
nierit on my part, but, because Jesus Christ came to save poor needy sinners,
and through grace divine I am one.”’ A little while before she entered into
the joy of her Lord, she repeated the verse:

“ The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose
I will not, I will not, desert to His foes:
That soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake,
I'll never, no never, no nover forsake,"”

Almost her last words were: “ I'm tirmon the Rock.,” As long as life lasts
I shall never forget that voice so dear to me. :
. November 19, her remains were interred in the cemetery, Walstead, Lind-
lield, Sussex, service being conducted by. Messrs. Standing and Camp. A great
number of friends gathered round the grave, and suitable hymns were sung.
Among the relatives and friends were Mr. Bennett, Miss M. A. Miles (adopted
|laughter?, Mr. and Mrs. T. Daynes Wood and family, Mr. and Mrs. Scrase
and family, Mr. and the Misses Miles, and Miss Luckens, Mrs. G. Miles, the
Misges Randells, Mr. and Mrs. Knott, Miss Robinson, F. Smith (a child of her
many prayers), and a great number of others.
The funeral sermon was preached on Sunday evening, November 25, by Mr.
J. J. Copeland, pastor of Derby-road, Croydon, from the text, “ We are confi-
dent, T say,and willing rather to be absent from the bod{, and to be present
with the Lord” (2 Cor. v, 8), from which Mr. Copeland delivered a most
solemn discourse.
The loss of Mrs. Beunett will be mourned by many, especially so by
' MARY ANNE MiLps.
49, Wellesley-road, Croydon.
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Iines written by Mary R. Bennett, on completing her 60th year,
Eight months before her decease.

Another milestone has to me been given,
Another landmark on the way to heaven,

It eannot now be long ere Ishall go
To meet Him where the living waters flow,

Now sixiy have been numbered one by one | To see Him face to face whom I would see,

Swiftly and silently I travel on;
Why should my life so full of mercy be ?
Why has God given so good a lot to me ?

And in His presence evermore to be :
To meet the loved ones who a1e gono before,
To praise my God with them upon that shore

When sinsoppressed my young and anxious | Where partings are unknown, where all is

mind,
He turned my eyves to

cease.

I should be with Him in the realms of bliss ;!

Jesus, made me find
In Him my Saviour and my endless peace:
And said to me that, when life here should |

peace,
‘Whero love and joy and bhliss +hall never
cease,
Till then I wait His time: Lord, give to me
That perfect peace which trusts my all to
ee.

Should know and love, and see Him as He is, ' My dear ones now I put into Thy hand,

All the long vears of pain or grief or strife,
Thix knowledge has made musicin my life;

And shall I now begin to tellof sorrows past?

No ' I will speak of merey to the last.
March 23th, 1894,

| Grant them to meet me in that heavenly

land ;
And, if Thy will be so, O let me know
That they are Thine before I hence must go.

“NOT LOST, BUT GONE BEFORE.”
In Loving Memory of our Dear Pastor, MR. W. OsMOND.

WHAT is it makes our eyes o’erflow,
When from this wilderness below
God calls His servants home ?
Their toils and dangers all are passed,
They've reached the Better Land at
From whence they never roam. [last,.

The Husbandman tst needs remove "
That plant to fairer climes above, )
The land of great renown.
A vacant place on earth remains, o
The loss is ours, Thy servant gains
The never-fading crown.
The weary pilgrim’s toil is o’er,
Satan can harass him no more,
He’s safe in God’s embrace ;
Forgotten are his sufferings here,
All sorrow, doubt, and every fear,
With Jesus face to face.

How often have we heard him preach.

Of joys above, beyond our reach
TUntil the Father calls;

And as we listened t6 his voice,

We felt he soon would taste those joys,
Within fair Salem’s walls. )

He seemed to live so much above.
And taste the heights and depths of
Communion with his Lord. [love.-
** For glory ripe ;” of him ’twas true,
And when the reaper came to view,
He called him home to' God.

When lying on the bed of death,

We hear him with his failing breath,
Extol that precious name.

It was to him the sweetest sound,

He loved to tell to sinners round,
His glory and His fame,

*I'm going to my home above,

I'm happy resting in His love,
Tn peace and safety dwelling.”
Jarutry 17th, 1893,

A little while, and Jordan's passed,
He sings the song in heaven at last,
His lovingkindness telling.

Thou knowest, Liord, we miss himmuch,
And yet we feel, Thy power is such,
Thou canst our sorrow heal;
Bid our rebellious heart be still,
Make us submissive to Thy will,
To us Thy love reveal.

Our pastor’s work on earth was done,
The goal was reached, the race wasrun,
He went at Thy command.
We felt that we could ill afford
To lose this servant of the Lord,
Yet none could stay Thy hand.

Thou know’st our case, and wilt provide
In pastures rich, with rivers wide,
The food Thy ¢hildren need.
Thy plans must not be overthrown,
Yet Thou dost never leave alone,
The people Thou dost lead.

It may be that the way seems long,

Our faith is weak, but Thou art strong,
May we on Thee depend ;

For even at His dying hour,

Our pastor proved Thy gracious power
Was with him to the end.

Dear Lord, may we adorini stand,
And lean on Thy almighty hand,
Trusting Thee more and more.
And while on earth we still abide,
We'd say of saints thus glorified,
“ Not lost, but gone before.”

We pray, dear Lord, may we at last,

Like him, feel Thou dost hold us fast,
On Jordan's stormy shore.

And when with Thee our home we view,

Then of our friends we'll prove it true,
“ Not lost, but gone before.”

R, A. HARRINGTON.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

Strict Paptist Mission.

A GREAT AND GRAND
GATHERING,

MoNDAY, February 11th, 1895, will long
be remembered as marking an epoch in
our Mission in India and Ceylon. The
much -antieipated thanksgiving and
dedicatory services were enthusiastic to
a degree, and the missionary spirit of
our Ohurches found a free outflow in
the soul-stirring meetings in the time-
honoured sanctuary at Keppel-street.

The afternoon meeting began at 3
o’cloek, Mr. Sears presiding,

The opening prayer of our dear
young brother Chilvers, pastor-elect of
Keppel-street,'was abundantly answered
throughout the meetings, to the joy of
many hearts.

The Chairman in his opening remarks
reminded the friends that this gathering
was for the purpose of united thanks-
giving to God for His gracious appear-
ance to the Mission and loving response
to the whole-hearted prayers of Nov.,
19th, when, for twelve hours the stream
of supplications was continued, that God
would raise up men to go forth to the
mission field, and especially send ns one
to take the superintendeance of the work.
This He has done, and to-day we are
here publicly to recognise His goodness
in sending us brother S. Hutchinson as
misgionary superintendent, and brother
E. A. Booth to accompany him in the
work.

After reading and expounding Psa.
1xvii,, the Chairman called upon the
following brethren to pray : —Northfield
(of March), Upsdale (of West Ham),
Jones (New OCross), Morling (Hig
Wycombe), Abbott (Chadwell-atreet),
Brett (Homerton-row), Wilson (Hill-
street), and Cattell (Bessels-green). The
prayers were interspersed with special
hymns, and the reading of portions of
Seripture,

Mr. Sears then called on our special
commissioner, recently appointed to
visit the mission field, to deliver an
addreas. .

[Mr., Gray delivered a good sound,
cheerful, address, which will form the
substance of the Strict Baptist Mission
article next menth.]

At the close of Mr. Gray’s soul-stirring
address, prayer was offered by Mr.
Broughton, of Guildford. The collection
was then made, and our brother Holden
closed the afternoon meeting with
prayer.

he friends now adjourned for tea.
The large and commodious sohool-room
was soon densely packed, also the
vestries, and an overfiow gathering also
in the chapel. The company was

evidently much larger thananticipated,
but the willing hands at Keppel-street
soon made light work of the extra
labour, and all were well cared for, and
an excellent tea was well served up
under the circumstances, for all enjoyed
the social meal at the same time, though
in separate parts of the building.

By 6.15 the chapel was again %ull, and
it was soon evident that we were to have
a crowded meeting. It was computed
that from 800 to 900 persons were
present, and the bitter cold outside was
soon forgotten by the heart-warmth of
the loving friends assembled with only
one end in view—the extension of the
dear Redeemer’s kingdom by the spread
of His own glad tidings of mercy.

Our beloved president, Mr. John Box,
occupied the chair, and after reading
Psa. cxxvi., called on brother Beecher,
of Shouldham-street, to lead us in
prayer. Then followed

MR. BOX’S8 ADDRESS,

full of life, love, and power. He said:
‘' We are glad to meet you in this time-
honoured sanctuary. The Lord is great,
and His greatness is unsearchable. It is
in the name of the great God we are
met ; but for His greatness, displayed
in the riches of His grace, wisdom, love,
and power, we had not been here. We
have entered into the spirit of brother
Beecher's prayer. We do, indeed, desire
to trust Him, for we have increased
encouragement so todo. We each hada
design when first we made a public
profession of His name. We desired
that others should know whose we
were by whom we served. When moved
by the workings of love nothing was too
great to attempt for Christ. God has
ziven us & work to do, and He will give
us strength to do it. In this chapel,
among the young, the Mission really
had its birth, in concert with two other
schools.”

After a loving tribute to the memory
of the late beloved John Hazelton, the
president then proceeded tc deliver
the charge to brother Hutchinson as
missionary superintendent, and brother
Booth as missionary to help him in the
noble work. These two brethren, who
had been sitting on the platform, now
came down into the table-pew that they
might face the president. Fervent,
faithful, and full of the Spirit of Christ,
our dear brother Box addressed each
separately, pointing ont the solemnit
of the work unto which God had calle
them, reminding them they were God's

ift to the Churches at home to serve

im in the mission field abroad, given
in answer to fervent prayerand anxions
watching. The hearty co-operation of
the Churches at home with those
abroad was Jdwelt on, and the brethren
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were assured of the ever-increasing
sympathy and loving interest we should
have in each other, and the certainty of
the divine blessing that would rest on
the Gospel they were going forth to
bear witness to.

The address was a masterly charge
from the heart of a brother to his
brethren beloved for Christ’s sake,
where all anthority and official pre-
eminence over them was denounced.
and the burning desire of a co-equal
fellowship in the service of the Great
Master poured forth from the soul. as
lovingly they were charged to “stand
fast, having their loins begirt with
truth.” The meeting was moved with
emotion as the dear president took the
hands of each in his (the vast audience
at the same time rising to their feet,
and holding up their right ha.nd{. and
with a clear voice, that only faltered
with heart-feeling, exclaimed on behalf
of all lovers of free-grace Gospel: * God
be with you. and bless you, and make
you a great joy one to another. Always
seek God together. Amen.”” Amen
sounded forth asfrom one voice through
the crowded building.

The president then called upon

MR. MITCHELL

to address the meeting. He
owe my position this evening
the pastor of our Mission superin-
tendent, not as being the spiritual
father of our brother Hutchinson, this
honour belonged to my beloved prede-
cessor. the late John Hazelton. It is
worthy of notice as something unique,
that the first president of the Strict
Baptist Mission was tbe spiritual father
of the first European missionary and
resident superintendent. This is an
epoch in the history of the Mission. We
start npon a new era. The whole of our
Churches are arousing with a thorough
missionary epirit, and the blessing of
God will be greatly outpoured on our
efforts in the future. Churches are tobe
raised that will become self-supporting,
hardy, and of natural growth—not the
raising of an exotic plant. Native
labourers must carry on tbe work, and
these we are lookipg to the Lord to
raice up. but Europeaun supervision is
necessary. Thbe present meeting augers
well. but we are incurring grave
and solemn responsibilities. If these
brethren go down the mine
WE MUST HOLD THE RBOPE,

We are bound to help them by our
prayers, our eympathy, and our money.
Words are cheap thinge. More than
words are needed to carry on this great
work. The fields are white unto harvest.
Numbers are waiting for baptiem, and
the opening of God in tbe Tinnevelly
district is a direct call to our hearts to
His servicee. We must pray for our
brethren, and help them in every
possible way.”

said: *I
to being

EARTHEN VESSEL

After a brief paternal address to Mr
Hutchinson, just as we should expeot
from the fatherly pastor of Chadwell-
street, brother itchell oclosed his
warm-hearted speech hy fervently
commending our superintendent to the
Lord, and the word of His grace.

The pastor of Homerton-row,

MR. 8. T. BELCHER,

then delivered an address as the pastor
of our young brother Booth. He re-
marked that rebellion rather than
thanksgiving at first filled his heart in
connection with the call of brother
Booth. He had hoped to have had him
long spared for home labour among the
dear people of Homerton-row, where his
ifts were appreciated, and his lovin
abours were valued by all; but Gog
had ordered it otherwise, and both him-
self and the Church could only say,
*“The will of the Lord bedone.”

Addressing brother Booth in par-
ticular, the pastor dwelt on the words,
*Be thou faithful unto death. and I will

ive thee the crown of life,” enforcing
aithfulness to the Gospel he was
called to carry for India’s sake as a
nation, the sake of the elect seed of God
there to be gathered, for his own sake,
for the Mission’s sake, and for the sake
of his own spiritual home, the Church
at Homertcn-row.

Space forbids giving either this or
brother Mitchell’s address in full. Each
was listened to with wrapt attention,
and the weighty sentences were worthy
the occasion.

Then came the addresses from the two
brethren themselves., that filled all
hearts to the hrim. First,

MR. SAMUEL HUTCEINSON,

who, like his brother missionary, was
greeted with long and hearty applause.
Briefly our brother related his call by
grace, and to the ministry of the Word;
with the dealings of the Lord with his
soul in bringing him to give up all to go
forth to the foreign field. Door after
door had been opened and closed, until
this was opened before him as an
evident call from God he dare not
disobey.

After giving a clear definition of the
Gospel he was going forth to proclaim,
he affectionately commended the loved
wife and child he was leaving for a time
to the prayerful sympathy and care of
those who loved his Lord.

MR. E. A. BOOTE

then followed with a thoughtful, clear,
and stirring address on his position as a
missionary, called of God to carry the
tidings of the cross to the heathen
abroad; giving also an account of his
call by grace under the ministry of
brother Belcher, by whom he was
baptized on January 3lst, 1892; God's
leadings in the matter of mission work ;
his application to, and acceptance by
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the Striot Baptist Mission ; the confliots
arising from the contrary counsels of
friends, and the joy of his heart in
following the Word of the Lord alone ;
closing with a most earnest appeal to
the lovers of truth to pray for him, that
he might be kept faithful to the truth,
the souls of men, and the charge
committed to him; useful, rather to
die fighting than to shirk his work;
pure in word, deed, and motive; and
humble at the feet of his Master.
Touching the work set before him he
took John the Baptist as an example of
what a missionary should be, and
claiming fellowship with him in his
Master, mission, meseage, and motto.
The deeply - interesting address was
closed with the words:— -

“Oh! to be nothing, nothing,

Painful the humbling may be,
Yet low in the dust I'd lie me
That the world might my Saviour see.”

These addresses were followed by the
singing of the hymn, * God be with you
till we meet again,”

The president announced that our
brethren would sail (D.V.) on February
22nd, by the Orient P, & O., from either
Tilbury or Southend.

Mr. S. K. Bland then offered the
closing prayer, and with deep feeling,
shared by all present, committed our
beloved brethren to our covenant God,
who had called them to leave their
native land to serve Him in India and
Ceylon.

Mr. R. E. Sears gratefully expressed
the thanks of all present to the loving
labourers at Keppel-street; reminding
us also of the important service set
down for March 19th, when brother
Chilvers would be publicly recognised
as their pastor. )

Our dear brother Wakelin warmly
expressed the good wishes of the
scholars of the Sabbath-school, and the
hearty and memorable services were
closed with the doxology.

The collections at the two services
amounted to upwards of £46,

BRIXTON TABERNACLE. — The
20th anniversary of the Sunday-school
was held January 13. Sermons were
preached morning and evening by the
pastor, Mr. C. Qornwell, and a seleotion
of hymns were sung by thechildren. A
children’s servioe was held in the school-
room in the afternoon, the president,
through the unavoidable absence of
brother MoDonald, giving the address,
which waalistened to by the children in
a very marked way, most interesting
and instructing, from the words * Whose
Son is He.” On Tuesday, 15,8 sermon
was preached in the afternoon by our
esteemed brother Mr. Bush. In the
evening, the president took the chair at
the public meeting. The children sung
anthems at the opening and closing,and
hymns during the meeting in a most
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creditable manner, showing that great

ains had been taken to teach them.

essrs. Dadswell, T. Carr, Bush, Holden,
Dale, and the President, addressed the
meeting. A report also was read by the
superintendent; a most happy and en-
couraging evening was spent, total col-
lection, £8 93. 3d. On Tuesday, 22, the
annual tea and prize meeting was held.
At 5.30, the children sat down to a good
tea, and at 630 the friends were
admitted, when several recitations were
given by the children; the president
then gave away the prizes to the suc-
cessful scholars, after which a magic
lantern, kindly lent by Mr. T. Steven, of
Ebenezer chapel, was much enjoyed by
all present, the slides being provided by
one of the teachers, who believes in prac-
tice as well as teaching. God blesshim,
A most enjoyable evening was spent.—
R. GuiLL, Superintendent.

CLAPHAM JUNCTION (Provi-
DENCE).—The Sunday-school anniver-
sary was held on January 27 and 29, We
were again favoured to have Mr. J. Bush
to preach the sermons. On Sunday
morning he took for his text the words:
“From a child thou has known the
Scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation.” He said that we
must continue to combat sin, by the old
remedy, Jesus Christ, and went on to
show the connection there was between
the childhood knowledge of the Sarip-
turesand the work of grace in Timothy’s
heart, from which he drew the concla-
sion, that children are never too young
to be taught God's Word. We should
not; alter the Scriptures, but teach fully
the doctrines, such as election. and the
necessity of atoning blood. The scholars
in full numbers, and many friends.assem-
bled in the afternoon, when Mr. Bush
gave an address to the children, taking
as his subject the word * Bible ” divided
ag follows:—

B est book

I nspired book

B lessed book

L iving book

E verlasting book.
The children followed the speaker with
keen interest and attention. After the
address the prizes were distributed. In
the evening a good congregation listened
to another sound discourse by Mr. Bush.
On the Tuesday, tea was provided for
the friends and for the five elder classes
of scholars. A public meeting wasafter-
wards held in the chapel, which was
tastefully decorated with evergreens
and outflowers for the occasion. Mr. J.
Bush, who presided, read Psa. cxliv,,
and oalledupon Mr. F. T. Newman to
engage in prayer. The superintendent,
Mr. G. Appleton, then gave his regort,
in which he stated that there were 203
scholars on the books, a class of 50
infants, a Young Ladies’ Bible-class
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numbering 27, anda Young Men’s Bible-
class with 20 members. One young lady
from the Bible-class had been baptized
and added to the Church during the
vear. They had 138 teachers, and they
worked harmoniously together. Finan-
cially, however, they were £12 in debt.
The chairman, after making a few
remarks on the veport, spoke from Gal.
vi. 9.10, He hoped that in the coming
vear they might be very much in prayer,
and that God would increase their stock
of patience. and give them a lot of per-
severance. Addresses were delivered by
Mr. H. Dadswell, Mr. G. W. Thomas,
and Mr. Lynn. During the evening two
interesting presentations were made.
One was a git’t, by the teachers and
friends of a large Oxford Bible and a
Danham’s Hymn-book to Miss Adams,
who for about 20 years has taken the
infants’ class. The other was a presen-
tation to Mr. Sidney Sowerbutts by the
girls of his class. The gift took the form
of a large framed group-photograph of
his class. At all the services, special
hymns and anthems were rendered, and
thanksare due to Mr. Skellam who con-
ducted, and to theorganist, Mr, E, Marsh,
Among the special pieces may be men-
tioned * Jerusalem, my glorious home,”
sung as an anthem, to music by Lowell
Mason; “ The sands of time are sinking’’
to the tune Rutherford, “ As panteth
the hart for the water-hrooks,” and other
anthems,
10 guineas. TUndoubtedly the whole
anniversary was a success in the best
sense of the term and encourages all
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The collections amounted to -

concerned in the work, for another

year's labour.—FRED. W. KEVAN.

SYDNEY,. N.S.W.—A New Testament
Church has just been formed in the
0dd Fellows Temple, Elizabeth-street.
Mr. Fremlin, son of the late William
Fremlin, of Foot's Cray, is the pastor.
Pastor Bamber, from Port  Adelaide,
asgisted. Brother Grice gave the right
hand of fellowship to brother Fremlin,
who in turn did the same to 10 otbers,
and administered the ordinance of the
Lord’s Supper.

SHEFFIELD (ZioxN)—An enjoyable
and well-attended meeting was held on
December 27, 1894. DBetween 60 and 70
children and adults satdown totea. The
public meeting consisted of recitations
and singing by the scholars of the Sun-
day-school, interapered with congrega-
tional singing and Gospel addresses.
The teachers were encoaraged by the
presence of several of the parentsof their
respective scliolars. The school prizes
were distributed. with appropriate and
trenchant remarks, by Mr. J. Taylor.
One of the lady-teachers had supplied a
parcel of books which proved very
acceptable, It being .deemed advisahle
by the Church that a musical instru.
ment should be procured to assist in the
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gervice of praise, led by Mr. W. Fletcher,
the effort was taken up with zest by
several of the members, resulting in the
possession of a well-toned American
organ. Among the speakers were
Messrs. Jackson, Turner, Fletcher,
Sandall, and Jones. Before leaving,
each child, through the kindness of Mr.
Tuarner, was well cared for. At the close
the appropriateness of thedoxology was
felt and appreciated. * Ebenezer.”—H. J.

WOOLWICH (ENoN).—On Tuesday,
January 22, wag held at the president's
(pastor E. White's) house, the second
annual tea-meeting of the pastor's Bible-
class. About 35 gathered and partook of
the hounty so kindly provided; after
which the evening proceedings were
opened by the president reading Psa.
xix., followed by the class singing the
well-known and well-loved hymn: “ On
wings of faith,” &e., to “Inheritance.”
The secretary, Miss Knight, then read
the semi-sessional report which told that
the subjects beiug studied were the
books of Ruth and Esther; that very
interesting and instructive papers had
been given; that the register contained
42 names, three of whom, in the order of
Providence, had been removed from the
district; that the averageattendance on
Monday evenings was 32; that the
labours of the beloved president were
being owned and blessed, many young
friends privately confessing their in-
tenselonging and desire to know if they
have an interest in our precious Lord’s
redeeming work, and closing with an
ascription of gratitude and praise to
our covenant-keeping God for having
preserved the president’s health and
strength, and given him grace to con-
duct the class wisely, and also for keep-
ing us together in unity and love. The
report was unanimously adopted. Dur-
ing the evening several sacred pieces
were sung by the class, interspersed
with short speeches, though the interest
of the evening was centred in the pre-
sentation to the president of a very use-
ful small portmanteau, and also an
eicht-day clock to the chapel-keeper,
Mr. George Abrahams, whose work is
much increased by our meetings. Votes
of thanks were given to Mr., Mrs, and
Miss White for their kindness, and as
some had to leave early, the divine
benediction wasinvoked by all singing
the sweet hymn, ‘' Saviour, breathe an
evening blessing”; and at 1030 the
proceedings broke up, every one having
spent a most enjoyable time.

BOW, E.—The sixteenth anniversary
of the opening was held on Jaunuary
22nd, and, although the weather was
most unfavourable, we had a good day.
Mr. Dolbey preached a good sermon
from Job xxiii, 10. Mr. Gray veryably
presided at the evening meeting, aund’
brother Lovelock engaged in prayer,
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Brother Belcher spoke well, Brethren
Holden, Margerum, Dolbey, and Noyes,
with the pastor, spoke well on divine
things. The oolleotion amounted to just
over £10,—W, H, LEE, Pastor.

HOXNE.—An interesting meeting in
connection with the Sabbath-school
took place on January 2nd. A public
tea was provided, also a free tea for our
Bible-classes. In the evening brother
Thorndike presided, and gave the
opening &ddress, when he warmly
exhorted the teachers to persevere and
gave us a New Year's motto, * Let us
not be weary in well-doing ” (Gal. vi. 9),
after which loving addresses were given
by several teachers, interspersed by
singing. Through another year we
have been honoured by an important
work, one which has been blessed by
aur God. How we need to pray to be
fitted for this labour of love! how
greatly we need a patience which can
endure, a perseverance which even dis-
apfminbment cannot tire, and a spirit of
believing prayer which braces' the
mind! The happy meeting closed by
singing, ** The Christian’s good-night.”
On February 6th we held our annual
members’ tea, when sweet fellowship
was enjoyed by all present. Brother
Banham sought the divine blessing,
after which several spoke of God’s
goodness towards us as a Church during
the year. How' sweet is communion
with saints |—M, P. THREOBALD.

SURREY TABERNACLE.—Theanni-
versary services relative to the comple-
tion of the fifth volume of Surrey
Tabernacle Witness were held on
Wednesday, February 13th, when the
editor (Mr. O. S. Dolbey) preached a

ood sermon from Psa. 1xviii. 11, “The

ord gave the word; great was the
company of them that published it.”
Tea ‘was provided in the large vestry.
At the evening meeting the editor pre-
sided, supported by his brethren, the
deacons, and members of the sub-
committee, and, although there were
not as many as could have been wished,
yeb, taking into consideration the in-
clement state of the weather, a goodly
number gathered together.. Mr. W.
Battersby read the report, which stated
that the Wifncss maintained’ its posi-
tion and spiritnal character of its
oontents. The chairman’s concluding
speech was a concise summary of the
addresses delivered, which was as fol-
lows :—My dear friends, now, of the
things that we have heard, this is the
sum: From Mr. L, Soddy, *Small
things.” Small things are not to be
despised. God, by small things, has
wrought out marvellous results. Then,
“We are witnesses.” Perhaps I might
add the words of these things, that God
has ohosen His people in Christ, that
we are poor, wretched esinners, that God
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is faithfal to perform that which He
has promised, Then, * The truth shaii
make you free.” And nothing but
God’s truth ever did, or ever will, or
ever can, make a sinner free in the
hiﬁhest gense of the word. Then,
“KEvery good gift and every per-
fect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights,
with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.” Then brother
Stockwell spoke to you of praise: “ To
whom be praise.” Because from God
flows all blessings, whether temporal or
spiritual. Then, ** So shall My Word be
that goeth forth out of My mouth : it
shall not return unto Me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing where-
to I sent it.” God’s Word is to accom-
plish His purposes in a way of grace,
just as the rain and the enow come
down from heaven and- accomplish
God’s purporses in the natural creation.
Then, * For His Word was with power,”
to which wasa further amplification of
the prophet’s declaration which our
brother Morling referred to. Then our
brother Crowhurst, he comes last with
a variety of things. The happy meeting
was brought to a close by singing.
“Blest be the tie that binds” and
prayer—W. A. RIDDLE.

CAMBRIDGE (EDEN CHAPEL).—Our
New Year's tea-meeting was held on
January 24th. About 150 sat down
to tea. After the tea, a public
meeting was held, and presided
over by our pastor, Mr. Jull, who
opened the meeting; after which Mr.
Philip Reynolds, of London, spoke at
some length, addressing himself prin-
cipally to the little ones in the flock,
the weaklings in faith, which were
much appreciated. Mr. Gill, of Wil-
lingham, followed with a few good
practical remarks suitable to us all.
There was a large company, who ap-
peared to appreciate the remarks made
by the speakers, and rejoiced together
in the goodness of the Lord. The New
Year’s gift to the minister this year
amounted to a little more than £18.
Our God has been very good to us of
late in blessing His Word amongst us:
He has not forgotten His promise to
Zion, " That her converts shall spring
up as amongst the grass, as willow by
the watercourses. One shall say, I am
the Lord's; another shall call himself
by the name of Jacob, and another
shall subscribe with his hand unto the
Lord, and surname himself by the name
of Israel.,” In this manner we have had
eight (two brethren and six sisters) who
have testified of the Spirit's operation
upon their souls under the ministry of
the Word of the Gospel during the past
few weeks, OnSundayevening, Janu-
ary 27th, we had a very happy and
enjoyable baptizing service. Mr. Jull
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took his text from John i. 25, “Why
baptizest Thouthen?” Weindeed had a
capital baptizing sermon, divided into
the following heads—1st. Why? 2nd.
Who! 8rd. How baptizest thou? The
mipister appeared to be quite at liberty
in his subject, and the sermon was much
appreciated by the congregation, which
was a very large one, there being many
strangers present. The Lord grant
us many such times of reviving and
refreshing from His presence. The
Church at Stapleford, under the pas-
toral care of Mr. John Simpkin, sent us
& sister. who was baptized with them.—
J. FAVELL.

MINGLED NOTES FROM STOKE
ASH.

As a Church, we have been passing
through a somewhat saddened expe-
rience of late. On the last Lord's-day in
1894 pastor and people rejoiced together
as they looked back and felt that every
Sabbath thronghout the year—except
three. when absent from home -our
pastor had been able to come and preach
the grand old Gospel to the joy and
delight of his hearers,

1895 dawns. Snow, frost, and cold
prevails everywhere. First Lord‘s-day
in the year. when we get to chapel, no
pastor was there ; & slight toach of in-
fluenza, followed by weakness of tlie
heart’s action, and the intense cold, has
kept him in his home up to the present
time. where the doctor says he must re-
main until the weather is warmer and
he gets stronger, as unfortunately hisz
home is three miles from chapel.

Words fails to express how much we
have missed in the sanctuary his genial
face, silvery voice, and eloguent ser-
mons, yet we have much to thank God
for. Our annual week of

NEW YEAR'S EVENING SERVICES

were held from Jannary 6th to Lord’s-
day evening, Janunary 13th; they were
well attended, and were refreshing
seasons. Many fervent prayers were
offered for Zion’s prosperity, while at
the same services interesting, profitable.
and instructive addresses were delivered
by brethren J. Hitcheoek, J. Taylor, H.
Lock, L. Moss, and J. Short. Many felt
it good tobe there. During our pastor’s
illness the Word has been acceptably
reached to us by brethren E. Haddock,
. Haddock, and J. R. Debnam. Our

ANNUAL TEACHERS' MEETING,

was held on February 7th. A good
number sat down to tea, after which a
well-attended public meeting was held,
presided over by Mr. J. Hitchcock,
After singing and prayer, and a few
terse preliminary remarks by the presi-
dent. our secretary, Mr. 8. Buck, read
the report for the year; this was very
satisfactory. The business part of the
meeting wag quickly transacted, after
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which suggestive, stimulating, encoura-
ing, and profitable remarks were made

y brethren J. Taylor, H, Lock, L. Moss,
and T. W. Colson. After singing,
prayer by our superintendent brought
this happy meeting to a close. May the
Lord add His blessing.

We hope ere these few lines are in
print, in answer to our many prayers, it
may be cur Joito see our dear pastor's
face and hear his voice proclaiming the
old, old story once again in the sano-
tuary ; for, should he be spared to the
end of this month he will complete his
50th year of labour as a Suffolk pastor,
having first become a pastor by break-
ing bread at Cransford on the first-
Lord’s-day in March, 1845. O that
many more like the old heroes and
worthies we have heard of might be
raised up to preach unflinchingly God’s
truth in Suffolk ; for, though now de-
pressed in many ways, may yet our
rural, much-loved county be raised from:
the dust—yes, “Revive us again, O
Lord, that Thy people may rejoice in

Thee.” So prays P. BARRELL.
February 14th, 1895.

HORNSEY (EBENEZER, ELTHORNE-
ROAD).—On Tuesday, January 15th, the
Sunday-school annual distribution of
prizes took place. A free tea to scholars
and parents was kindly provided by a
lady friend at five o'clock, which was
much appreciated, after which a public
meeting was held in the .chapel, and a
large number of books distributed for
regular attendance and good conduct
during the past year; some of the books
were a legacy from our late dear pastor,
whose loss we are mourning, and whose
presence we missed, as he was to have
been in the chair; however, his memory
is cherished by us, as he was always
pleased to be with ns to help and
encourage. Good addresses were given
by Mr. H, J. Wileman and Mr. A,
Willey. At the close each scholar re-
ceived a mice text-card, provided for
them by two kind lady friends. Being be-
reft, for a season, of an under-shepherd,
we desire to look more earnestly to the
Chief Shepherd, who says, “Lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of
the world.. Amen."—H. G

FLEET, HANTS.—During- the year
1894 a few friends met together for
Bible-reading, and souls were blest and
built up in the truths as found in the
blessed Scripture. Finding the things
advocated in Fleet were not according
to the New Testament, and such as our
souls could feed on, we made it a matter
of prayer that the Lord would give us a
place to worship in; He has heard
and graciously answered our prayer,
for we have had kindly offered us,
and we have accepted, the use of the
chapel, free of rent, for twelve months.
On Lord’s-day, January 6th, a Striot
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and Partioular Baptist Church was
formed. Mr. Medhurst, of Aldershot,
preached a sound Gospel sermon in the
morning from Psa. cxxii. 1. In the
afternoon Mr, Medhurst gave an address
to the friends about to be united in
Church fellowship and read the Articles
of Faith according to the New Testa-
ment, and nine friends joined hands,
and, we trust, hearts, and gave them-
selves to the Lord and each other. The
nine friends were: one from West hill,
Wandsworth; two from Waltham
Abbey ; one from Hartley-row; and five
from Fleet. The ordinance of the Lord’s
Supper was administered to the newly-
formed Church. In the evening Mr,
Medhurst preached a powerful sermon
from Ephes. iv, 2, 3. The services of
the day were brought to a close by a
short prayer-meeting. Present: morn-
ing, 22 ; afternoon and evening, 20. We
infreat an interest in the prayers of
God’s people, and, if any of His messen-
gers will kindly giveus a little help by
preaching to us sometimes, we should
feel very thankful. —W. SmiTH, Minute
Secretary, Albert-road, Victoria - cot-
tages, Fleet, Hants; W. PooL, Corres-
ponding Secretary, Reading-road, Fleet.

NEW. CAUSE AT PORTSMOUTH.

We have received the following from
a good brother in Portsmouth :—

* Some friends (lovers of the doctrines
of free, sovereign and distinguishing
grace, and who hold strict communion
principles) opened, on February 3rd,
Clarendon Hall, Clarendon-street, Lake-
road, for the preaching of the Gospel,
and will be known as

REHOBOTH STRICT BAPTIST CHAPEL.

We do not open the hall in opposition
to any place of truth, but with a view
of advancing Christ’s kingdom and the
ingathering of precious souls.

* The desk will be supplied (D.v.) by O.
H. Cudmore and men of trnth from
London and elsewhere who will not
shun to declare the whole counsel of
God. Gadsby’s hymn-book is used, and
the Church formed (p.v.) eventually on
strict communion prineiples.”

LOWESTOFT. — On Jan. 17 the
scholars of the Tonning-street Sunday-
school had their “ winter” treat. A
good tea was given them at four o'clock,
to which they seemed iunclined to do
Justice. After tex the children were
allowed to amuse themselves in various
ways, judiciously controlled by the
teachers, Then followed a giant
“Christmas Tree” (kindly supplied
from :Sir Saville Crossley’s grounds).
Our friends had been generous in their
gifts of useful artioles, toys, &o., so that
each scholar had three or four presents.
Just before leaving they had a slice
each from a large Christmas plum-
pudding, going home with an orange,
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some nuts, and smiling faces, We have
about sixty already on the school-hooks,
ably superintended by hrother Miller,
assisted by brother Banham, the secre-
tary. May God still hless the schonl!
D. BENNETT.

LOWESTOFT (TONNING-STREET).—
Special services were held on Sunday.
Jan. 27, when Mr. R. E. Sears, of
London, preached to good congregations.
On the Monday following a goodly
number of friends sat down to tea, after
which a public meeting was held, the
centre of the chapel being ruite full.
Alderman Jefferies, Esq., the Mayor of
Lowestoft, presided. He said that in
time past he had often looked at that
chapel, when it was closed, and thought
it was a disgrace to Lowestoft; but now
he rejoiced in the good work being done
by Mr. Bennett. At theend of hisspeech
it was evident that a good tone had been
struck for the meeting. The Lmcestaft
Journal says: ‘““This was sustained by
Mr. R. E. Sears, who, in his charac-
teristic style, gave a pithy, interesting,
and instructive address. The meeting
was unexpectedly favoured with the
presence of Mr. Alderman Adams. who,
on being asked to speak, made some
cheery yet weighty remarks in his nsual
telling manner. Mr. A. Large, one of
the members of the Church, followed

.with an inspiring speech on the power

of unity in contrast with mere numbers.
During the evening the choir rendered
two anthems, which materially added
to the enjoyment of the gathering.
The meeting was pronounced to be in
every way a very successful one. Mr,
D. Bennett proposed a hearty vote of
thanks to the Mayor for presiding, who.
in responding, expressed the pleasure it
had given him to be present; and then
henppropriately and wittily ¢ sentenced’
the Christian workers to'twelve months’
hard labour.’ The Sunday-school now
numbers abount fifty. and Mr. Bennett
is being greatly helped and blessed.”

STOWMARKET (BETHESDA). — We
held our 82nd anniversary or Sunday
and Monday, Jan. 20 and 21. Brother
Suggate (late of Halesworth) preached
three excellent sermons to good con-
gregations. On Monday we had a public
tea, when a goodly number sat down to
spread tables. Great credit was due to
our lady friends for the manner in
which the tea was conducted. In the
evening the public meeting commenced
by singing the well-known hymn.
“Kindred in Christ,” &c. Brother
E. Haddock led us in prayer. Brother
Garrard, presiding, spoke of the good-
ness of the Lord to us through another
year. Good soul-stirring addresses were-
given by our brethren Dickson (Brad-
field), Dickerson (Mendlesham), A. Knell
(Ringshall), and C. Suggate. Thus a
very happy meeting was brought to a
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close by singing the doxology, and
prayer by brother Garrard. ay the
dear Lord continue His blessing to us
as a Church through the year we have
entered upon. and send us a pastor to
take the oversight of the Church, to
preach Christ and Him crucified, and be
made useful in bringing sinners to His
feet, and then into the Church. So
prays,—~ONE WHO WAS THERE.
A SETTLEMEXNT MEETING.

ON January 28 a very interesting meet-
ing was held at Westgate-road chapel,
Bury-St.-Edmunds. Tea was served at
5.30, and an hour wasspent in Christian
conversation.

The meeting commenced at 6.30, over
which brother Backhouse presided, who
was supported by brethren Dixon, of
Bradfield, and Tooke, of London. After
singing and prayer,and a few words
kindly spoken by the chairman, brother
Hart made a statement of the object of
the meeting. He said it was a settle-
ment meeting, and gave us the follow-
inﬁdetails.

or over 50 years the Church here has .

been burdened witha debt. The chapel
originally cost £800. It wasmortgaged
for £400, half of whichamount wassub-
sequently raised, and then remortgaged
for £200, half of this was raised, it was
mortgaged again for £100, this latter
being called in, the friends were very
desirous of getting rid of the burden
altogether. A committee was formed
consisting of the deacons, several mem-
bers, and brethren Backhouse, Dixon
and ’Hart, they, though not members of
the Church, taking a mostactive interest
in the matter.

The committee elected brother
Backhouse, chairman, brother Dixon,
treasurer, and brother Hart, secretary.
Brother Bland, of Bradfield, kindly
advanced the £100, to be paid back by
instalments.

Brother Hart said, the business of col-
lecting the money was commenced on
November 16,1893, and by the end of
December, 1894, the whole amount was
realised. Some of the friends took col-
lecting books, a weekly subscription
was started and maintained, and brother
Hart set to work in 2 most determined
and energetic manner, with the result
that in 13{ months the sum of £110
13s. 9d. was raised, which,after deducting
various expenses and handing over to
brother Bland a cheque for the balance
of the £100,left in the hands of the
treasurer the sum of £216s, 1d.

Our brother isdesirous of making this
statement, and those assembled with
him tender their heartiest thanks to all
the kind friends in different parts of
London and the country, for their
generous responses to his appeals by
post with collecting booke; also to the
ministerial brethren who havenot only
contributed, but were kind enough to
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recommend the cause, especially to
brethren Reynolds, Wren, Sears,
Mitchell, J. W. Banks, and others,

At the conolusion of the statement,
the friends sang the doxology.

Brother Dixon then addressed the
meeting with many kind words of
thankfulness and encouragement, and,
on behalf of the friends, resented
brother Hart with a beautifully illumi-
nated and framed address, as an expres-
sion of their heartfelt thanksand warm
appreciation of his disinterested and
indefatigable labours in raising the
money,

Qur brother replied, and fullf
acknowledged the assistance given by all
concerned.

After singing, * Come, Thou Fount of
every blessing,” brethren Tooke, Bland
Sharpe, Bowyer, and Farrow addresse
the meeting in words of thankfulness
to God in having thus crowned the
effort with success.

Prayer by brother Dixon for spiritual
blessings closed the meeting.—ONE
WHO was THERE.

We have decided to continue the
weekly subscriptions and add to the
amount in treasurer's hands, to put & new
iron fence in front of chapel, so much
needed. A. H. Hart, Hon. Sec, 37,
Church-street, Bury-St.- Edmunds.

THURLESTONE. — Providence Sun-
day-school anniversary was held on
Jan.19th. Notwithstanding the incle-
ment weather, there were friends
present from Brockhold, Lockwood,
Oldham, Preston, Siddall, and Slaith-
waite, who showed, by their presence,
they were touched by the courage of a
Benaiah, for it reminded the writer of
the incident of his slaying a lion in a
pit of snow. 188 sat down to tea in the
Infants’ School Board-room. At the
clore a public meeting was held in the
chapel, Mr. T. Smith gave out the
hymn—

“QOnr God, our help in ages pa:;st,

Our hope for time to come,
followed by prayer and reading Psa. i.
Mr. J. Smsi’th ps;esided. and called on
the secretary to read the report, which
showed the school had ez(()penez}ce(:h:
ver roSperous year. ne o
supirigtendents (Xir. J. Booth) had
resigned, as the Church had sent him
out to preach the Gospel. He was a
willing worker, and we part with him
reluctantly. Theattendance of scholars
and teachershas been remarkably good,
38 scholars having obtained every mark.
Recitations were given by the scholars
between the addresses, and Mr, Thomas
Smith, in the absence of Mr. George
Bedford, of Clayton, distributed the
prizes, which cost £6. The building
fund for extending school accommoda-
tion has been increased from #£36: to
£90. The chairman expounded Psa.i.
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Messrs Philip Cracknell, F. Matthew-
man, J. F. Walton. and others gave
suitable addresses. The doxology
brought the happy meeting to a close.
—T. ROEBUOK, Secretary. [We should
have been pleased to have given this
most unique report in extenso, but space
will not allow.—J. W. B.]

HOMERTON ROW.—On Thursday,
Feb. 7th, a special valedictory service
was held to bid farewell to our esteemed
brother Ernest Alfred Booth, who is
about to leave this country for India as
a missionary under the auspices of the
Strict Baptist Mission. Wecommended
our brother to God and the word of His
grace in prayer. Our pastor presided,
and gave a feeling and suitable address,
after which he presented to our brother
a handsome, framed, illuminated ad-
dress from the Church and congrega-
tion, also a copy of Young’s Analytical
Concordance, and a purse containing
£5. Several other books from individual
friends, and a silver pencil-case were
added, shewing the high appreciation
in which our brother is held for his
gifts, his usefulness, and firm adherence
to the trnth. After our brother had
replied, thanking the friends for their
kindness, sympathy, and good wishes,
our pastor shook him by the hand, and
on behalf of the Church bade him
farewell. The meeting was then ad-
dressed by brethren J, Haines, I. R.
Wakelin, of Keppel-street, and A.
Harrington, of Watford. At our
brother Booth's request, we sang hymn
703 (Denham), *‘ A sinner saved before
Thee stands.” The meeting then closed
with the benedietion. Our united and
he&rtﬁelt prayer is, * God be with him.”

NEW BAPTIST CHAPEL AT
FINCHLEY.
OPENING SERVICES.

THE denomination is to be congratulated
on the addition of another place of wor-
ship, a very attractive and substantial-
looking iron building having just been
erected in Station-road, closeto Finchley
Railway Station. A few friends have
been regularly meeting for public wor-
shipin this neighbourhood since October,
1892, in a comfortable upper chamber in
Queen’s-terrace.

It was felt, from the first, however,
that this wasonly a temporary arrange-
ment, and they determined to set about
raising the necessary funds for building.

A very eligible site having been
secured through the agency of some
warm friends of the movement, and an
iron chapel with internal fittings, &c.,
having been purchased on advantageous
terms, it was decided to proceed with
the ereotion of the structure forthwith,
notwithstanding the somewhat unex-
pectedly heavy expense attending the
requirements of the Looal Board.  But
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having faith in God, in whose fear the
work was begun and carried on, and con-
fidence in the liberal disposition of
Christian friends, the work was pressed
forward, and the result is a commodious
chapel, with accommodation for Sunday-
school, class-rooms, &c.; a place of
worship, which no Strict Baptist resi-
dent in the locality need feel ashamed
of attending or of inviting friends to go.
Although the bleak weather was not
propitious for the opening ceremonies,
there was a goodly attendance on the
afternoon of January 29th when at 3
o'clock our respected brother I. C.
Johnson, quoting with much feeling the
words, “ Open ye the gates of Zion that.
the righteous nation may enter in,”
opened the doors of the chapel for the
first public meeting, and, proceeding to
the rostrum, delivered the very appro-
priate address to be found in another
part of this magazine. The afternoon
meeting was presided over by Mr. C.
Wilson, and short, brightaddresses, inter-
spersed with praise and prayer, made up
an enjoyable programme; the brethren
taking part included J. Box, R. E. Sears,
E. Marsh, A. E. Realff. H. T. Chilvers.
G. W. Thomas, S. Hutchinson. The
usual tea, kindly dispensed and grate-
fully enjoyed, was followed by the
evening meeting, most genially presided
over by pastor Mitchell in the unavoid-
able absence of Mr. W, Abbott. Brother

‘A, Steele made a short statement, which

isembodied in the introductory passages

-of this notice. The more spiritual part

of the meeting was then left in the
hands of brethren Realff, Hutchinson,
Sears, Jarvis, and Wileman, who profit-
ably discoursed on the * Christian
Armoury,” The proceedings were en-
livened by the hearty singing of suitable
hymns. Very encouraging collections
were taken, the total for the day being
£41, including handsome donations from
the chairmen of the afternoon (Mr. C.
Wilson) and evening (Mr. Mitchell as
representing Mr. Abbott).

It is to be hoped that all who can,
will, in every way encourage the few
who are endeavouring to proclaim a
free grace Gospel in this rising locality.
An expenditure of £300 has been in-
curred, and the secretary will thank-
fully receive any contribution our
friends may find it in their hearts to
send him.—A. S,

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, &c.

THE leading feature in our Denomina-
tion during the past month was in con-
nection with the Strict Baptist Mission,
partioulars of which are found in
another column, .

The attendance—taking into con-
sideration those who left at the close of
afterneon service—could not have been
less than a thousand.
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We were plersed to see friends present
from far and near, manifesting an in-
creasing interest in the work of the
Mission. every Strict Baptist cause in
the metropolis, without exception, being
well represented. .

*

The character of brethren Hutchinson
and Booth, and the causes from which
they go forth, must give an additional
tone (%0 far as doctrine is concerned) to
the Strict Baptist l\dission‘

*

CLAXTON, NORFOLK.—Very interest-
ing intellicence reaches us of the peacs,
prosperity, and unity among the Church,
people. school, Bible-class, &c.. at this
old and renowned sanctuary. God bless
pastor Sapey. .

«

The new cause of truth at the Assem-
bly Rooms, Portsmouth, opens with
good prospects of success. Praise the

ord. e

After preaching for six months at
Zion, New Cross, the Church have given
Mr. T. Jones a hearty and unanimous
invite to the pasto:n&e.

*

The severity of the weather has sorely
tried numbers of our poor fellow crea-
tures; it has also touched and tested the
hearts of many in better circumstances.
Qur friend and brother G. W. Colson,
and others at Stoke Ash, have done much
to alleviate the sufferings of the needy
ones in their neigh*bourhood. Good!

kK %

While confined to the house through
severe cold. we too thank the Lord that,

through the continued help of friends,-

have been able to do more than usual
at thisseason. To (jo;i be all the praise !

*

Our brother R. Grimwood, having
been laid aside by serious illness, but
now by God’s mercy recovering, though
slowlv, has responded to an invite of
the Church and friends at Mount
Ephraim, Margate, to the effect that he
would supply for them throughout the
coming season. residing in Margate from
May to September ‘f i:clusive),

*

The arrangement ha3s been made after
much prayer on both sides, and with
the double hope that our brother’s
health might be thereby permanently
established, and also that a more con-
tinuons ministry may be blessed by God
to the strengthening of the little cause.
The asrrangement it a mutual one, and
is for the present limited to the time
named.

**t

It is hoped that vieitors in goodly
numbers may go to Mount Ephraim this
season. and aid the Church at Margate
1o adejuately eupport our brother while
he is thus ministering for them. Will
all friends. ministerial or otherwise,
kindly note !
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THE AGED PILGRIMS CORNER.

HORNSEY-RISE ASYLUM,—Mr. E, Ash
delivered a few evenings since his
lecture on “ Russia” in the Asylum
Heall, There was a good attendance,
and the very fine dissolving views were
much admired. The proceeds were de-
voted to the Sustentation Fund. Mr.
Ash was cordially thanked for his kind
services.

I..

The lady visitors have commenced
their arrangements for the sale of work
on behalf of the Benevolent Fund on
the anniversary day on July 6th. Gifts
of work will be thankfully reoceived
during the next fe:v Mmonths,

3 *

The 88th annual mesting of the
Society will be held (p.v.) in the Man-
sion House (Egyptian Hall) on Monday
evening, May 27th, the Lord Mayor in
the chair. Further particulars will be
published in due course.

*»

1,324 pensionera are on the Society's
books, and £8,500 per annum are ex-
pended in pensions. New subscriptions,
especially of 7s,, 103, and 14s. per an-
num, are much nied*ed.

*

The late Earl of Shaftesburysaid of the
Society : * This institution, apart from
the benefit and relief it gives, is a great
moral jnstitution, and is set to create in
men's hearts and mihds a feeling of
reverence which is necessary in things,
moral, political, and religions. Old
people are apt to be regarded as burdens,
whereas it should be a joy and a privi-
lege to minister to them. For this
reason I specially commend the charity
to young people.”

In sMemoriam.

THE LATE BENJAMIN THOMAS
GRICE, OF SYDNEY, N.3.W.

B. T. GRICE was born at Harwich,
Essex, April 1st, 1837, and married,
1860, the eldest daughter of the late
beloved John Nichols, for many years
editor of Zion's Trumpet, whose minis-
try was blessed by God in ecalling our
dear brother from nature's darkness to
God’a marvellous light. He always
took the liveliest interest in everythin

pertaining to the advancement o

Christ’s kingdom. He came to this
colony in 187G, and he and his partner

‘in life very soon after joined the Par-

ticular Baptist .Church in Castletea%h-
street, Sydney, then under the ministry
of Mr. Daniel Allen. Our dear brother
passed through a great deal of anxiety
as regards temporals when he first
came smong us; but he was not for-
saken,and he found Abraham’s God a
faithful, loving Friend in his troubles,
and he also discovered that *love to
the brethren” was still in force among
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the disciples of Jesus in Sydney, He
was chosen deacon, I think, in 1881, and
continued serving the Church till the
early part of 180f, Just at this timea
large carbuncle formed on his forehead
and at one time the appearances seemed
critical, and the danger was increased
by his anxiety for the Church of God.

It pleased God to raise him up again,
and for several months he went about
his business with his usual vigour.
During his sickness he was favoured by
the unremitting attention of hie devoted
wife, sons, and daughters, and the con-
soling visits of many dear Christian
friengs, and above all by “the Friend
that sticketh closer than a brother.”
There were many little warning cir-
cumstances sarrounding our brother’s
sudden call home, The Sabbath even-
ing's eermon before his death was from
“These all died in faith’; it was a
sweet but solemn time toall. On the
Saturday morning he was killed he
wished his two sons good-bye who were

oing to the Volunteer camp. e
glessed them and asked God to watch
over them, and one dear lad tells me it
was 80 solemn that he could hardly
refrain from tears, and felt it was a
farewell for time. Our brother Grice
was in business a8 a grocer, and owing
to parting with an assistant, had to
deliver the goods himself: He had not
left the house half-an-hour before he
was brought back a corpse. It isdiffi-
cult to know exactly how it happened.
A portion of the harness broke, and he
was pitched out. He did not live three
minutes, and the policeman who picked
him up said he raised his eyes aloft,
and a most heavenly loock beamed over
his face, and he was gone. It was a
sad home when the writer went to see
the family soon after the accident.
There had never been a break in their
family, and the most perfect peace and
love reigned among them. A loving
father and husband snatched away by
the enemy Death.

His mortal remains were interred in
Waverley Cemetery, Nov. 19, 1894. A
goodly number from Castlereagh-street
and the Church and congregation from
Elizabeth -strect attended. Pastors
Beedel and Hiddlestone assisted brother
Fremlin at the grave, Service was
previously held in the house, conducted
by pastor Fremlin, who also preached a
funeral eermon from Rev. vii. 13. There
was very great sympathy shewn bya
good attendance, and all in mourning,
and in speaking of the departed saint
all was asoribed to God’s almighty
grace—grace that called, grace that
washed, grace that kept, grace that
glorified.

A sorrowing, heart-broken widow,
with three sons and three daughters,
are left to mourn; all grown up, and
two married. We rejoice to know they
will cling to and comfort their mother.

being conducted in the chapel.

29

Isa1aH GoonING, for many years
associated with Fethesda, Inswich. Our
departed brother was baptized by the
late Mr. Poock, and received into the
Church as a member, and in the year
187+ was chosen deacon of the Church,
which he held till he was called home.
On Christmas morning the silent
messenger came and unexpectedly
a}))oke to him. On the Sunday previous
(Dec. 23rd) he officiated at the evening
service by giving out the hymns,
apparently in his nsual health, and we
little thought it wag the last time he
would pe with us. He was not one who
roamed about from place to place with-
out finding a settled rest, but was ever
ready to fill his place and help in the
service of God. He was a faithful
adherent to the old-fashioned truths of
the Bible. Oar pastor, Mr. W. Kern,
officiated at the funeral, on Saturday.
Dec. 29, the first part of the service
Many
friends assembled to pay a last tribute
of respect, amongst whom we noticed
Messrs. Sage, Carr, Reynolds, and Bird
(deacons), also Messrs. Birkett, Sayer,
Ling, Motum, Chilvers, Garnham, &ec.
The pulpit and reading-desk were
draped in black, The remaining part
of the service was conducted at the
graveside, when we were reminded of
the frailty of human life, and the neerl
for preparation for the coming hour.
Our pastor, on Sunday, Dec. 30. com-
mented on the loss we as a Church had
sustained, and spoke kindly to widow
and family.—A. E. GARRARD.

MR GEORGE LOVELY, a well-known
and respected Calvinistic clergyman,
entered into rest, after a short illness,
on Feb. 1at, in his 69th year. He wasa
B.A. of Trinity College, Dublin, was
first curate at Nottingham, next cnrate
of Ewell,and from 1855 to 1875 chaplain
in Bengal, and was appointed by the
Simeon Trustees vicar of Mary Key,
Ipswich, in 1876. He stood aloue, and
was not popular among the Church-
folk in general, being the type of the
late Dr. Doudney, in his doctrinal
sentiments was decidedly a Calvinist.
Regeneration, justification by the
righteousness of Christ, adoption, and
sanctification by the Holy Spirit, were
the themes upon which he delighted to
dwell, and the great earnestness of his
preaching and his deep regard for the
spiritual welfare of his hearers, he won
their affections, and his loss is severely
mourned, not only by his parishioners,
but by many residents in different parts
of the town, who found pleasure and
profit in listening to his earnest cxtem-
pore sermons, Bible lectures, and
addresses, rightly dividing the word of
truth, and will ever remember the
faithful champion of evangelical and
Reformation trath, Jesus Christ. and
Him crucified. He was a most spiritu-
ally minded man, well versed in the
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Word of God. and of much communion
with his Father. The orbit in which
he moved was near the Sun of Righteous-
ness, from which he received his light
and vital heat,and to whom he ascribed
all the glory of what was in him, or
done by him. He was a good triend to
the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel Among the Jews, Church Mis-
sionary Society, and the Trinitarian
Bible Society, claiming, perhaps, most
of his sympathy and support. e was
the author of “ The Jews’ Present Con-
dition and Future Prospects,’ published
in 1854: Lessons on “ Unfulfilled Pro-
phecy,” issued in 1879, and other sound
works. Shortly before he fell on sleep
he said, * The eternal G-od is my refuge,
and underneath are the everlasting
arms.” A friend repeated Isa. xxvi. 3,
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee.” He
replied, “ Peace, neace! "’ ~S.

SARAH (the beloved wife of Mr.
George) EGGLETON, of 9, Moreton-
terrace, Pimlico, exchanged earth for
heaven, Jan. 21st, 1893, at the a%e of G6.
Qur sister was effectually called by
Divine grace nnder the ministry of Mr.
Hobcraft, of Long Cranden, Bucks.,and
was baptized by him at the early age of
15, and for a long time enjoyed in a
special manner sweet communion with
her precious Lord and Saviour. For
the last four years her health has been
gradually failing, at the commence-
ment of which she was suffered to pass
through a lengthened season of soul-
darkness, and became greatly exercised
about her individual interest in a
finished salvation. About thistime she
was visited by Mr. J. Parnell, whose
gospel conversation about eternal
matters was wonderfully blessed of God,
80 much so that there was a gracions
transformation from inward terror and
distress into a sweet experimental state
of spiritual joy and gladness. She fell
asleep resting entirely by precious faith
on the pereon, blood, and righteousness
of Christ. On the 24th her mortal
remains were committed to the grave
by Mr.J. Parnell,at Nunhead Cemetery,
in sure and certain hope of a joyful
resurrection. The Lord bless and
strengthen the sorrowing widower,
who is, and has been for many years,an
honourable member of the Surrey
Tabernacle.

Mgz.JAMESINCE.—Ourbeloved brother
was born Feb. 18, 1816, and entered
heaven Jan. 28,1895. He was the subject
of serious convictions about his soul
when very younz. He remembered his

randmother taking him to church,and
gearing a gocd minister preaching,

which left serious impressions on his,

mind; hecould not have been much more
than four or five years old. This appears
to have been the case, because he was
always go anxious to be at the means of
grace. He was brought to London when

‘and many other relative losses.
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but a lad, and was under the care of an
uncle and aunt. to whom he was much
attached. God helped him and blersed
him, spiritually and temporally. He
attended Little Alie-street Chapel pre-
vious to the late Philip Dickerson be-
coming pastor. Recently he stated that
he had a vivid recollection of the sermons
and services conducted by the late
esteemed Mr. Shenston. In the year

-1835 he was proposed for membership

and baptism, and, having given a satis-
factory account of his call by grace, he
was  baptized and received into the
Church. By divine grace he walked
well as a true disciple of his Lord. For
many years he was most useful in the
Sunday-school; hisinfluence as a teacher
was very marked; several of his scholarg,
who' highly prized his teaching, were
brought into the Church, and became
very useful in many ways, and one of
the scholars is now superintendent at
Little Alie-street. But he had to relin-
quish his duties in the school on being
elected to the office of deacon, in the
year 1858. For many years he was the
treasurer of the Church, and was espe-
cially helpful in the visitation of the
sick. These various offices. he was
enabled to fill with-much advantage to
the Church; all who survive him cherish
his memory with much pleasure. After
a _membership of about fifty years, in
the providence of ‘God he was removed
to Brighton, and there, as a deacon at
Bond-street, he continued in lovin,
fellowship until the homeward ecall
came. The death of his son-in-law, Mr.
Charles Masterson, was a great trial to
him, but the Lord sustained him in this
Our
brother was well informed upon Church
government, and his memory of the past
was remarkable, he being able to give
an account of most of the members, and
their various movements. During his
last days he was much afHlicted, and
often expressed a longing for home and
rest. Full of joy in the anticipation of
seeing his beloved Saviour,he fell asleep,
At the express wish of the departed, the
writer conducted the funeral service at.
Brighton, Mr. F. Shaw, the pastor at
Bond-street, taking part. The last words
at the grave were:—
“ Until we meet again before the throne.
Clothed in the spotless robe He gives His

own,
Until we know even as we are known—
Good-night !”
R.E. S

JoEN WATERS BANES (Rev.), next
brother tothe late C. W. B, passed away
to his eternal rest Feb. 12,1895, in his
87th year, His remains were interred
in the cemetery at Southsea, Feb. 16,
amid a large number of relatives and
friends. Our deceased uncle was many
yeare chaplain at Portsmouth Convict
Prison, but for nearly twenty years
}Tiv&? :én retirement at Sydenham.—



HARRY TYDEMAN CHILVERS.
(See page 103.)

Something Bou Requive,

By EpwirRp MITCHELL.

“ Ye have need of patience.”—Heb. x. 36.

TRUE religion commences in the soul with a sense of need. The sense
of need is at first generally simple—the pardon of sins, and removal
of guilt from the conscience. When this need is met, the young believer,
in the exuberance of his heart’s new joy, not unfrequently supposes he
has in possession all he requires. But he speedily discovers this to be a
mistake, and the farther he travels in the heavenly road the more needy
he finds himself to be. This fits him to value the fulness of supply stored
up in our Lord Jesus Christ, and brings him frequently to the great
storehouse for fresh supplies. Among many other things, he finds he
has “need of patience,” if he would reach the celestial city. The road
is often rough, trials are many, and temptations fierce and strong. To
endure to the end patience is required.
Patience is a bird of homely plumage, yet possessing a very sweet
Vor. LI. Arrm, 1895. H
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voice. We might liken it to the nightingale, which sings sweetly in the
eventide; and. if the popular tradition be true that the nightingale sings
with its breast pressed hard against a thorn, the likeness is more com-
plete, as it is when pricked with thorny trials patience sings its sweetest
notes. Patience is a winter fruit, not brought forth by the golden beams
of prosperity and enjoyment, but born of winter's storms, and vipened
by the nipping frosts of adversity. * The trying of your faith worketh
patience.” “We glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation
worketh patience.” It is not a gay holiday attire, in which we may look
brave, but a serviceable, durable garment, fitted to stand the rough wear
and tear of pilgrimage. Therve is little in it to commend it to those who
seek after showy appearance, but it is of great price in the sight of God.
Patience gives power over our own spirit, makes us masters at home, and
* better is he that ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.”

Patience may be regarded as a passive grace. It endures afflictions,
sufferings, trials, tribnlations, and persecutions, and by enduring it
conquers. Times out of number the patience of the martyr has con-
yuered the power of the fierce persecutor. Says Luther: “If thou
intendest to vanguish the greatest, the most abominable, and wickedest
enemy, who is able to do thee mischief both in body and soul, and against
whom thou preparest all sorts of weapons, but cannot overcome, then
know that there is a sweet and loving physical herb to serve thee, named
Patientia.”  Christian patience must not be confounded with mere
philosophical patience. The latter finds expression in many a well-known
proverb, as “ What can’t be cured must be endured,” or “It's no use
crying over spilt milk.” This may be very well in its way, but Christian
patience is something far higher. It springs from a knowledge of God,
and trust in His gracious character; it recognizes His sovereignty, and
cheerfully submits to His righteons will, agsured that He is—

) “Too wise to err,
Too good to be unkind.”

But Christian patience is also an active grace. *Ye have need of
patience, that after ye have done the will of God ye might receive the
promise.” “ Let us run with patience the race that is set before us.”
* By patient continuance in well-doing seek for glory and honour and
immortality.” It not only endures afflictions and trials, but continues
in the good and right way, and presses towards the goal. Faith believes
the promises of our faithful covenant-keeping God; hope expects the
good the promises contain; and patience waits that the good may be
realised, not reclining on a couch, or with folded arms, but by a patient
continuance in the way and Word of the Lord.

We have need of patience. This is the plain testimony of the
Secriptures, which cannot be broken. Our past experience has taught
the same lesson. Yet we frequently draw fancy pictures of ease, com-
fort, and tranquillity. When we get through this trial we shall find
ease; when we have passed this piece of rough water the sea will be
smooth; when we get over this rugged part of the road we shall find it
easy walking. Vain and pernicious thoughts! Let us arm ourselves,
and be prepared for hardships—be * ready to endure hardness, as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ.” We often find our need of patience by our
lack of it. Our schemes are crossed, our gourds blasted, and our idols
broken. Straightway we murmur and repine, and it may be, like Jonah,



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 163

we are angry, and ready to think we do well to be angry. Patience is a
grace, and must be obtained from God, and even then it comes by
means of trial and exercise. We ave naturally indisposed to the erercise
of this grace. Left to ourselves, we should wrap it up in a napkin very
carefully, and never bring it into use. Our time is alway ready. We
gre no sooner in the furnace than we want to be out of it, without
thought of the purpose God has in view in bringing us into it. .\ day
seems a month, and a week a year. * How long, O Lord ?” we cry.
Truly some of us have need of patience. Alas, how soon we are dis-
heartened and discouraged by reason of the way! Lord, work this grace
in our hearts, and pardon our impatience !

We have need of patience because of the character of the iway. It is
“through much tribulation” that we must “enter the kingdom.”
Divine wisdom and love have so ordered it. In this way we are con-
formed to the image of our great Head. By this God’s glory is mani-

“fested in upholding feeble worms, and enabling them to triumph over
the greatest difficulties. By patience we glorify God after a manner
unknown to angels; they serve Him far better than we can do, but they
have not been called to endure afflictions. Patience is necessary that
we may see God's purposes ripen. *“ All things work together for good
to them that love God.” But we need patience while the process is
being completed.  All these things are against me,” cried Jacob, under
a fit of impatience. If patience had but held out a little longer, he would
have been spared both the saying, and the anguish the thought engen-
dered. Perhaps some tried saint, ready to faint, may read these words.
Courage, brother ! * let patience have her perfect work.” All is working
together for your good—

“Wait a while, and you shall see
His love in all that comes to thee.”

None have greater need of patience than the labowrers in the rine-
yard. “The servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto
all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves.” * The husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter
rain.” So must the spiritnal husbandman wait for the harvest with long
patience. He may sow, and another reap. Let him not grow weary,
but plough and sow in faith, and patiently wait the day that shall reveal
all secrebs, agsured that his “labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. IV.

Harry TypEuMAN CHILVERS.

HEN asked by the beloved editor of our Magazine to send an
account of the Lord’s dealings with me in providence and grace,

the text came to my mind, ‘“ What is man that Thou art mindful of
him ? By nature, a poor sinful wretch, living without hope and God in the
world : all his powers and passions, like so many weapons, directed
against the Majesty of heaven.” Dreadful state! Awful infatnation !
Yet such are the objects of the eternal love of our God by nature. How
wonderful, then, is that grace which brings a sinner from darkness to
His most marvellous light, enlightening the understanding, turning the
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feet to Zion’s hill, and bringing them to behold Christ as the Chiefest
among ten thousand, and the altogether lovely One. Thus, then, the
writer must say that he, by nature, was a child of wrath, even as others,
but now, bless His name, by the grace of God, I am what I am,

I was born on October 12th, in the year 1872, in Chelmsford, the
county town of Essex. I was blessed with godly and gracious parents :
a mother whose heart yearned for the salvation of her boy, and a father
whose prayers were ever ascending to Him who has said, “ The effectual
fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” When I was seven
years of age they removed to the town of Epping, where they still live.
I cannot faii to think I was under deep conviction of sin at this time,
though those convictions wore off again and again. I often sat at the
knee of my mother, while she would explain the Scriptures, and tell me
of the awful state of the wicked, and the blessedness of the righteous.
This having great impression on me, I spent many sleepless hours
thinking of the state of my soul. I loved the little Baptist chapel, also
the schools, and, while listening to my teacher, was often downcast
because of my own sinfulness ; but as time went on these feelings soon
wore off, but the words of my mother never left my heart. When 14
years of age it was thought needful that I should seek employment. For
a short time I was engaged between school hours at a grocery business.
After which, being unsuccessful in obtaining a permanent situation in the
town in which I lived, a path was opened for me in a very remarkable man-
ner (too lengthy to record) to come to London inja iarge grocery business as
cashier. This wa3s a very great trial to my parents, for, using their
language, “ You are going into the very mouth of the lion ”; meaning
that my position being to deal with money matters, and surrounded with
worldly characters, I was in the midst of temptation, but, blessed be the
name of my God, was kept from falling therein, though so often
tempted. I attended the Baptist chapel at West-hill, Wandsworth, not
from any love to what 1 heard, but simply to please my parents:; but the
Lord was graciously pleased to meet with me there.

The first two years in London my experience was very strange,
though now I can look back and see the finger of Providence was
over me. Surrounded by about twenty shopmates, who were all
ungodly characters, I became at times very frivolous and careless, never
having an anxious thought about my soul, though I am thankful to say I
never fell into any outward sin to mar my character. The theatre and the
music hall were often a great temptation, and I was often urged by
others to go, but remembering it was against my father’s wish, I always
said “ No.” Strange to say, though I never entered into these places, I
had a desire to become a stage performer, but always kept the evil
longing to myself. Many other temptations crossed my path too
numerous to mention, in which, had I fallen, I must have been ruined for
life. Truly I can say :—

“ Determined to save He watched o’er my path.”

All through this time I never once neglected the house of God. The
friends there took a great interest in me, and did all they could to make
me comfortable. (“ Would to God all our causes were the same !”’) There
was no pastor, but supplies. One Sunday evening, at a baptismal
service, Mr. Wise preached from the words : *“ If thon believest with all
thine heart thon mayest.”” I cannot remember anything he said, but it
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seemed as if the Spirit of God came upon me with all its convicting
power, and showed me what a vile wretch I was. Assoon as the service
was over, I ran home as hard as I could go, shut myself in my bedroom
and tried to pray, but all seemed dark within and without. What to do
I knew not. I saw myself as one unclean and undone; nothing but
wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores. I went to the house of God,
hoping for a word for my soul, but all seemed to make things darker
ang myself more miserable. During this time I bought good books and
tracts, and gave them away, thinking this would bring from the hand
of God what I desired. I attended all revival services in the neighbour-
hood, but, alas! all was in vain. One night, feeling more miserable than
ever, I vowed I would cast all my feelings away, rush into the world,
and enjoy myself as others, spend my evenings at the public-house -and
theatres. But this my dear and blessed Master did not permit, but I
was obliged to go on crying :—
“Depths of mercy, can there be
Mercy still reserved for me?”
And, truly, afterwards I realised the blessed fact that, “ He loved me, and
gave Himself for me.” It was in the middle of the night I awoke with the
thought, if I should die to-night, what would become of my soul ? and
immediately these words were sealed to my heart : ¢ Bless the Lord, O
my soul : and all that is within me, bless His holy name ”* (Psa. ciii. 1),
And He gave me to see I had something to bless Him for, by revealing
Himself as a forgiving and gracious God. I wasable to bless Him as I
had never before.
“Oh, to grace how great a debtor!”

Soon after this, our dear brother Cooper, deacon at West-hill, who
was a friend, indeed, to me, asked me if I had any thoughts of becoming
a member of the Church. I answered that I was not fit for a Church
member. But after laying it before the Lord, I felt constrained to
follow in His command}s', and was baptized at Wandsworth by our brother
J. Flegg, of Wood-green. I became a teacher in the school, and it was
here I first offered prayer in public. Since then I have had the
privilege of preaching there.

I was afterwards, in the providence of God, removed to Whetstone,
where I remained twelve months; thence to Kilburn, and my last
sitnation was at Upper-street, Islington. Remaining at the latter some
time, I had my membership transferred to Chadwell-street, where I sat
under the soul-profiting ministry of Mr. E. Mitchell.

. _When quite a boy I had a desire to be a preacher, but wore off for a
time, returning again while at Kilburn. Though the longing was so
intense, I could not feel the Lord would ever use me in His service. I
often stood in a room by myself preaching to chairs and table, feeling
like a corked bottle wanting vent. Ultimately the time arrived when I
wag to go forth asa herald of the cross. In the year 1893 I spent my
holiday at Chelmsford. On my return I met with our brother G. Clark,
pastor of Horsham. We had never seen each other before. While
travelling in the train we entered into conversation upon divine things,
when all at once he put his hand upon my knee, and asked me if I would
preach for him at Horsham., Trembling, I promised I would try.
Since then I have supplied in various parts, and now the Lord has
placed me as under-shepherd at Keppel-street, where we believe the Lord
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is Dlessing us. Thongh the writer feels his weakness, still faith rests

upon the promise ; and looking back we can say, “ Hitherto hath the
Lord helped us.”

* His love in times past forbids me to think
He'll leave me at last in trouble to sink ;
Each sweet Ebenezer I have in review,
Confirms His good pleasure to help me quite through.”

5. Bamborough-gardens, Shepherd's-bush.

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE’S PAGE.
Hone axp CommoN THINGS.—No. 4. PURE WATER.

WHAT a necessary and desirable thing is a plentiful supply of good

water in onr homes ! and how the sharp frosts of the winter we
have just been passing through have caused inconvenience and much
extra labour and difficulty in numberless households !  We have grown so
accustomed to having the supply we need ¢ laid on ™ to our houses, and
getting as much as we require by simply turning a tap, that we soon feel
it sadly when there is any disarrangements of the ordinary plan, and we
never quite know the value of any blessing until we (temporarily, at
least) experience its loss. But so many people fetching water from the
stand-pipes in the streets reminded me of the days of old, when they had
to draw their water from wells, and often had some distance to go for
it. The expression used by the woman of Samaria suggests that she
lived a good way from Jacob’s well: “ Sir, give me this water, that I
thirst not, neither come hither (*all {he way hither,” Revised Version
gives us) to draw.” Perhaps the water of that well was cooler, sweeter,
and purer thap of other springs nearer her home, and the more carefully
we can guard onr drinking water from all impurities the better it will be
for our health. But does not the very mention of the woman with Jesus
at the well remind us of the use He made of water to set forth His grace,
His Gospel, and His Holy Spirit, the living, true, and eternally-satisfying
water ?

Water is very often mentioned in the Bible, and frequently used as
an emblem of higher and greater things, and in those far hotter and
more sunny regions water was such a precious—often priceless—blessing,
and so peculiarly indispensable, that we cannot wonder at the glowing
terms employed to set it forth.

Jesus spoke to Nicodemus about being  born of water ” when He
was teaching the necessity of the new birth, and though that word
“ water ” in Jobhn iii. 5 has been terribly pulled about and misrepre-
sented, and many have got people to believe that people are born again
when they are * christened '’ and cannot get to heaven unless they are
“ baptized ” (as they call it), it must be plain to every one who care-
fully reads the Bible and thinks and prays over it that the Lord Jesus
speaks of water there, as He does in the next chapter when talking to
the Samaritan woman, in a figurative way. In ver. 7, 37, 39 we find
Him speaking again in the same manner: “If any man thirst, let him
come unto Me aud drink,” and-adding that those that believe on Him
should have rivers of living water flowing through them, just as He told
the woman that the water He gave should be in the person that received



AND GOSPEL HERALD. 107

it, “a well of water springing up into everlasting life,” which is
explained for us in the words, ¢ This spake He of thz Spirif, which they
that believe on Him should receive,” &c. So the Holy Spirit is com-
pared to water, because water cleanses. We need water to wash ourselves,
our clothing, and our houses. What could we do without it for these
purposes 7 And our Aenrts need washing and purifying; we need to be
cleansed from the sin that dwells within, and only this Divine power can
make us hate sin and purify our spirits and our lives in God’s sight.

Then water in Bible lands was and is so necessary to the earth on
account of the hot sunshine that we might almost call it life-yiving, as
well ag refreshing and fertilizing. As travellers have assured us, it often
makes the only difference between the fruitful land and the wilderness
that the one soil is well watered and the other is not. In Egypt the
overflow of the river Nile, and in other adjoining countries the rainfall
and the dew, or man’s own plan of irrigation, is all the sun-lighted and
heated ground requires to make the seed sown bring forth abundant
harvests. So in the East they understood even more than we in England
can how very precious a blessing water is. So the Holy Spirit must first
give us spiritual life, and only He can keep the heart spiritually alive.
Jesus is compared to rain, and He promises to be like the refreshing dew
to His people: “ Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness, for they shall be filled,” or satisfied. David could say, “I thirst
for God, for the living God.” Can we say the same? And then tke
Gospel, God’s Holy Word, is like a beautifal, pure, sweetly-flowing river
of water. Ezekiel saw a river rising from the courts of God’s temple
which deepened and widened as it flowed, and brought life and fruitful-
ness wherever its waters came: “There is a river the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the
Most High. And in the heavenly city John saw a pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and the
Lamb.”

Dear reader, “if thou knewest the gift of God,” and who it is that
(in His Word) speaks to thee, thou wouldest ask of Him, and He would
give thee living water.” May He create in your heart the living desire,
and, having created it, may yon be continually coming to Him until
you are led to the living fountains on high, where all His people thirst
no more, but are for ever satisfied with His favour, and full of the
blessing of the Lord. Amen. H. 8. L.

SPIRITUAL REVIVALS.

Read by E. WHITE, af Pastor's Conference, Little Alie-street,
November 30th, 1894,

HAT Church is it which does not pray for and desire a spiritual
revival ? We want it to come down : not get up a revival. Such

are very much likea November bonfire; a blaze, a squib or two, and all
is over; only a few ashes remain, and the darkness is more dense by
reason of the former light which shot up for alittle while. The Church
of God is compared to a light, but she does not always burn with a steady
flame ; the murky atmosphere of superstitious ignorance dims her
splendour. Sometimes worldliness, the lust thereof, and the pride of
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life, makes her light very dim, and God has to snuff her with sharp
persecution : sometimes she slumbers and sleeps, things are so peaceful ;
when the Bridegroom comes, her lamp sadly needs trimming. Are we
not fallen in some measure on those days ? Our forefathers prized the
means of grace, they knew not how soon they might be deprived of
them ; but we, their degenerate sons, love not the Word as they did.
They fed on it, thus they were strong in the Lord, because the Word did
abide in them. As good food revives a hungry man, so will the strong
meat of the Gospel revive a fainting soul. This is where we must be
revived. Let us dip our rod in this honey. History proves that the
revival of the Church of God has been preceded by the faithful procla-
mation and firm adherence to the doctrines of God’s truth. When men’s
traditions have been cast aside, and God's pure unadulterated Word has
been taught, He has accompanied it with almighty power. This is
building on a rock. Men’s revivals have a foundation of sand, they
cannot stand ; the first blast of temptation or persecution, down they go.

God the Holy Ghost works by divinely-appointed means ; He is the
great Reviver of God’s Church. How fervently men pray when inspired
by the Holy Ghost. It is not rant and noise, but there is holy
solemnity, intense earnestness, with great humility, yet such boldness,
that heaven is besieged ; the suppliant pleads, and can take no denial.
When a nomber of snch holy wrestlers are found together, that Church
to which they belong is not far off from a spiritual revival; yea, it has
already begun ; thongh ¢ the cloud be no bigger than a man’s hand ” it
will soon overspread the sky, and down will fall the heavenly rain, which
will refresh and fertilise the barren waste, and make it blossom as the
garden of the Lord. This is where our reviving must come from.
“ Wilt Thou not revive us again that Thy people may rejoice in Thee ? ”
We cry with longing hearts ; we want a steady, continuons revival.
These outbursts of religious zeal leave the Church worse than she was
before. We want no flaming evangelist to rouse us up, but we do want
the Holy Ghost to kindle our hearts to a fresh glow of love to cur dear
Redeemer, and those covenant truths which He has ratified with His
precious blood.

Brethren, this is a matter which is of great concern to us standing
in the position we occupy, and to which we believe God has called us;
while we are not reservoirs of spiritual blessing, we are the channels
through which God is pleased to refresh His Church. Our people take
their tone and character very much from us. Water does not flow up-
hill, nor does reviving usually begin in the pew, and flow upward to the
pulpit. It was Moses’ outstretched arms on the Mount gave victory to
Israel’s hosts in the conflict. Elijah’s pleading on Carmel brought down
the copious rain. If we are men of faith and prayer, we may expect the
like resnlts. *We will give ourselves to the ministry of the Word, and
to prayer,” said the apostles. Let us keep to this apostolic precedent.
This method has not become effete through age. God works in the same
way as He did centuries ago. He has the same way of refreshing the
land with rain from heaven, and He does not alter His plans in regard
to the realm of grace. The fulness from whence the reviving came in
days gone by is the same as ever ; our fathers have not exhausted the
Word. We hear of exhausted lands, exhausted mines, but the mine of
eternal truth remains the same. The unsearchable riches of Christ are
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gtill ours to draw from ; those undiminished stores are the legacy of the
Church in every age. Let us draw therefrom, and our Churches will
not languish with a full Christ and His Gospel to feed them from. We
are prone to sigh over former days, and think they can never return.

“Js the Lord’s hand shortened, that it cannot save; or His ear heavy,
that it cannot hear ? ”

But are there not causes which restrain in a measure His hand?
Let us search and see. I think there is, on behalf of both preacher
and people. Is not our preaching in the present day, much of it, more
showy than solid ? Those soul-stirring truths of man’s entire ruin by
sin, God’s absolute sovereignty in salvation, His eternal and immutable
choice of His people, the personal and particular redemption of every
one of them by Christ, their certain and effectual calling, their perse-
verance and eternal glorification, the everlasting punishment of the
finally impenitent. Thege are the truths which were clearly preached
in times past. We are not unfaithful in dealing with these truths, buo
are we go clear, outspoken,and fearless as we should be? These truths
were the battering rams which brake down the power of Satan in
sinners’ hearts, and melted them down at the foot of sovereign mercy.
These truths built up believers, made them intelligent, spiritual, firm,
lively stones in God’s spiritual temple. Flowery preaching will not
make fruitful Christians. A half-hearted ministry will make lukewarm
professors. Do we insist sufficiently on the marked and evidential
difference there shonld be between the Church and the world, in faith,
walk, and conduct, in every way? separate the precious from the vile,
the chaff from the wheat ? A faithful ministry will confirm, feed, and
gladden the hearts of real believers, while the mere professor will be
exasperated thereby. They will go back, while the true child of God
will cry with intense feeling, ¢ Lord, to whom can we go? Thou hast
the words of eternal life.” Do we dwell in our ministry as we should
on the Person, doing, dying, merit, power, trinmphs of our exalted
Lord? When Christ is the theme the heart grows warm with holy
fire, our hearers catch the heavenly glow. When the Scriptures are
opened up concerning Him; when Moses, psalmist, prophet all con-
tribute to show His dignity, His offices, His snfferings, and the glory
which is to follow. There was great power when the apostles preached
these truths; hearts were pricked, great grace was on the people, great
joy was in the city. They were of one heart, of one mind in love,

liberality, in the bond of the Spirit, concord, peace, and devotec service
in the cause of God.

The people are not what they ought to be. Some are lovers of the
truth, liberal, godly, prayerful; but not all, and these are drags on the
Church by their worldly, carnal spirit, and they infect others. Even
a8 a gracious spirit is contagious and spreads its savour abroad, so is
the reverse. The Church needs a revival on this account. There are
some who are not firmly attached to the doctrines of grace, God’s house
and ordinances. Their indifference is a greater clog than opposition; for
this would stir up others inio warmth and vigour to defend the truth if it
were openly assailed. Then some think their supreme mission is cold
criticism of every person and method in the cause and service of God.
Oh that their hearts were melted down into one glowing mass of holy
love! Then would a spiritual revival come right speedily.

I
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We have sketched out some of the causes why we need it, also
hinted at the way we must obtain it. It is of supreme importance we
should give this matter due consideration, and feel anxious that God
would pour His blessing down. What reason have we to expect that
God would revive His work in our hearts and Churches? He has
promised it; He is deeply interested in His Church's welfare; He loves
every member; His honour is engaged for the maintenance of His
Church. It reflects His glory. The more she shines the more He is
glorified. He delights to give out of His fulness, that she may receive
rich supplies from His gracious hand. His Church has a mission in
this world, and that work requires that His people should be vigorous,
active, for their foes are. God will not let them gain the victory over
His Church. The cause is God’s; therefore He will revive the hearts
of His people to carry it on. The Holy Spirit has been given; the
times of refreshing have come from the presence of the Lord. He has
revived us many times in the past when our hearts have failed, gloomy
doubts have depressed our souls, darkness has filled our mind, He, with
His love, grace, and favour, has shone upon us, fears and doubts have
vanished, courage has inspired our breast, hope has led us on with
alacrity, joy, and confidence in His ways and service.

Moreover, we are on the lines of Gospel truth. We may expect His
blessing on that, We dare not expect the Lord to bless what He has
never commanded. When He gave His last commission, He added,
“ Lo, I am with you alway, unto the end of the world.” Where Christ
is manifestedly present with His ministers, His people, His Word, no
Church can be cold, lethargic, or worldly, All these things die before
His cross, His matchless love. We are crucified to the world, and only
wish to live for Him. May that baptism of the cloven tongues of fire
rest and abide upon us, a live coal from off the altar touch our lips from
time to time, that we may speak the messages our Lord gives us to
convey to His much-loved people. May his zeal fill our hearts, a deter-
mination that by His help we will wage war against every sin. May
He make us very tender in dealing with the souls of men, all alive to
their sufferings and needs, as those who can -enter by experience into
their sorrows and woes. May He give us often bright prospects
of that fair country where our labours end, our conflicts cease.
This will revive our hearts by the way, to press on with unfalter-
ing step until we see His face from whom all our reviving comes,
“for all our springs are in Him.” May He feed our souls con-
tinnally from the streams until we drink from the fountain-head of
bliss above.

MOURNING DAYS ENDED.
By A. E. REALFF, GUILDFORD. _
“ And the days of thy mourning shall be ended.”—Isa. 1x. 20.

WHAT a deal of mourning there is in this world! Ever since the

primeval curse that came upon our first parents on account of sin,
the world has been full of mourning, and there seems no end of it.
Believers and unbelievers, sinners and saints, the world and the Church,
all are acquainted, more or less, with mourning. But there is this great
difference: to the one the mourning is but the prelude and sure earnest
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of everlasting woe; whereas to the other it is the loving chastisement of
the heavenly Father, which is designed to make His children ‘ partakers
of His holiness,” and 8o to render them * meet for the inheritance of
the saints in light.” Therefore, to such, and such only, applies the
precious promise: ‘‘ The days of thy mourning shall be ended.”

Let us think over some of the things that cause the child of God to
mourn. First of all, there is indwelling sin. To be sure God has, for
Christ’s sake, forgiven such all their trespasses. * Therefore, being
justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” We know well—for we have been so taught by no less a
Person than God the Holy Ghost—that our sins are forgiven us for His
name’s sake, and that His sacrifice is amply sufficient to atone to
offended Justice for all our guilt. But, then, the root of evil is still
within us. This is “a root of bitterness ” indeed, which constantly
gpringing up, troubles us, and by it we are defiled. This sore evil
often causes the true child of God to “ mourn in secret places.” Pride,
gelf-will, idle curiosity, vain imaginings, worldliness, carnality, and a
host of other * diabolians,” are hid up in the secret chambers of * Man-
soul ”; and every now and again, watching for a favourable opportunity,
they crawl out of their hiding-places, and work great mischief within
the citadel of the heart, even if they do not show themselves abroad.
So potent are these evil principles, and so lively in their operations, that
they full often influence our countenance, darken our mind, affect our
speech, and even sometimes, alas! our actions too. This, as soon as it
is perceived and known, causes us to mourn.

The dnconsistency of others is another cause of mourning. How
grievous it is to see one, concerning whom we hoped better things; who
has, perhaps, long been privileged to sit under a sound Gospel ministry,
manifesting anything but a Christ-like spirit. The means of grace are
attended less frequently, the manner is distant, the language cold—
perhaps even worse than that. What mourning does this cause to the
saints of God and to the ministers of Christ! ’

The #rials of life cause frequent mourning. ‘ Many are the afflic-
tions of the righteous.” Sickness or weakness, in person or in the family;
reverses in business; stagnation of trade; disagreeable customers; in-
ability to meet one’s claims and responsibilities! lack of work, when one
is needy and most willing to toil; these, and a thousand other temporal
anxieties, cause the child of God frequently to mourn. Oh, what errands
to the Throne! What wrestling in prayer! What anxious days and
sleepless nights! And, perhaps, to make matters still worse, God delays
to answer.

Then there are, beside all these sorrows, the Akidings of God’s coun-
tenance. This causes a true believer more bitter mourning than any-
thing else. “Thou hidest Thy face; they are troubled.” How very
grievons is this dispensation! And how inexplicable! *Surely,” says
the Christian, “if I pray, I shall have help and deliverance; for He has
said, ¢ Call upon Me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, and
thou shalt glorify Me.'” But, perhaps, when he tries to pray, his mind
is dark, his thoughts wander, his words fail. What then? He turns
to the blessed Bible. He reads and reads, but gets nothing. God does
not speak, He attends the means of grace, but they are * dry breasts.”
The very same words that have brought him comfort in former times,
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fall now on his ear “like an oft-told tale.” The very same minister of
the Gospel, who perhaps was the means of his conversion, and from
whose lips he has often heard the Divine message with rapturous joy,
now does not help him in the least. And so he goes “mourning,” it
may be for many days.

The temptations of Satan and the world are another frequent cause
of mourning. How often is the believer annoyed, vexed, or wounded by
these! Satan's *“fiery darts ™ are not always “ quenched ™ at once, even
by the “ shield of faith.”

Bat all these sorrows will come to an end by-and-bye, for

“ Death, which puts an end to life,

Will put an end to sin.”
Then, or at the “ coming of the Lord,” this precions promise will be
fulfilled: “ The days of thy mourning shall be ended.”
%O glorious hour! O blest abode!

I shall be near and like my God.

Nor flesh, nor sin shall e'er control

The sacred pleasures of my soul,”
Courage, then, dear fellow-believer. The end is coming, and coming
soon, the end of all thy woes, temptations, sicknesses, and disappoint-
ments. Jesus, thy Saviour, has gone before thee ¢ to prepare u place”
near His throne.

¢ Let nature change, and sink, and die ;

Jesus shall raise His chosen high ;

And fix them near His stable throne,

In glory changeless as His own.”
There “ God shall wipe away all tears,” and there shall be “no more
§0ITOW, NOT crying, neither shall there be any more pain, for the former
things are passed away.” There we shall “ meet to part no more.”
“ There the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary are at
rest.” Cheer thee, then, dear fellow pilgrim, heaven is not very far
away; and there ¢ the inhabitants shall not say, I am sick; the people
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” And, once there,
thou shalt find that “ the days of thy mourning shall be ended.”

THE PLENARY OR COMPLETE INSPIRATION
OF HOLY SCRIPTURE.

An  Address delivered at the Annual Meeting of the Metropolitan
Association of Strict Baptist Churches, March 14, 1895.

By H. DapswEgLL, OF CLAPHAM.

IN introducing this subject to your notice, some apology I feel ig neces-

sary. ‘There are others, who, being familiar with the original
languages in which scripture was first written, and knowing something
of the course of the controversy that has of late yearsstirred the religious
world, could have spoken with greater authority and force, than it is
possible for me to attempt. Ican but write as one, who, midst the stress
of the husy every-day life of our great city, and the many cares and claims
of the ministry, finds but little time or opportunity to cultivate scholar-
ship, or to catch more than the faintest echo of the burning questions of
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the doy; and so must seek to give plainly some few thoughts on the
glorious fuct of the full and complete inspiration of the Word of God,

The peculiar danger of the present day is not to be found, to so great
an extent as in a past generation, in the blasphemous uestionings of a
blatant atheism. Infidelity has now clothed itself in literary form, and,
under the plea of agnosticism, ignores altogether, as superstitions and
profitless, the truths of eur common Christianity, and the book wherein
the mind and purpose of God are revealed. In the strength and grace
of God we may well say, that the daughter of Zion shall laugh all snch to
scorn. Like a city built upon the everlasting mountains, she stands
gecure from all external foes, nor shall the gates of hell prevail against
her. The tide of battle rolls back again and again from the divine
bulwarks of Zion defeated and disgraced. All that the craft and enmity
of men and devils can design against her is vain. Still over the walls of
salvation, and the citadel of Zion, waves the banner of Divine love, as
she bids, in the name of the Lord, defiance to all His foes.

But from among her professed citizens has arisen a controversy, that
we cannot but regard, as fraught with danger and deadlyinfluence to the
professing Church. For the most part men of very considerable learning,
men of blameless lives, full of zeal and energy, they are devoting time
and talent to seek to minimize the force and completeness of the unalter-
able Word. OIld doubts expressed by sceptics long ago, and refuted com-
pletely by our fathers in the faith, are introduced under the plea of
concern for truth, and the sword of the Spirit is to be tested by human
reason, and in part found to be base metal, by a cultured, critical,
nineteenth century.

To the ears of every true disciple there must be,” I think, something
R‘eculiarl obnoxious in such a term as criticism as applied to the Bible.

he works of man need the judgment of man, and may come forth from
the ordeal improved and strengthened. But far otherwise with the
words of Him whose way is perfect. We can neither add to their glory,
nor diminish their brightness. We can do nothing against the truth,
and God’s Word is truth.

Nor is it withont significance that the tendency to deny the verbal
inspiration of Scripture is for the most part associated with a departure
from some of the most vital doctrines of evangelical religion. To-day,
while much fills our hearts with praise, we cannot but be saddened by an
evident inclination in many quarters to put on one side truths connected
with man’s complete depravity, and God’s great salvation, and an attempt
to seek in some scheme of so-called social salvation the regemeration of
society. And while we would not condemu such zeal when wisely
directed, standing alone it bears in itself the seed of complete failure.
At the best it can do no more than make a reformation, while the
individual remains at heart unchanged. New ways, new thoughts,
new doctrines are crying for acceptance on all hands, till we wonder
whether our beloved land may not compare with the classic city, whose
inhabitants were ever waiting to hear or tell of some new thing. Be it
ours to stand in the ways, and ask for the old paths, where is the good
way, and walk therein, and so find rest for our souls. Let us contend
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints, and, in spite of what
the world may say, be content to be even counted fools for Christ’s sake.

It were scarcely necessary in a gathering such as this to say much in
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regard to the general question of the inspiration of Scripture. There is
that within it, which makes even the natural man put the Bible on a
different level to other books. He may be a stranger to divine illami-
nation, and so know nothing of its deeper teaching, but he can scarcely
fail to perceive the vast difference that separates it from the so-called
religious books of other faiths.

One of our great English poets has forcibly expressed the argument
for inspiration in the following words:—

‘ Whence. but from Heaven, could men unskilled in arts,
In several ages born, in several parts,
Weave such agreeing truths? or how, or why,
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie?
Unasked their pains, ungrateful their advice,
Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price.

Then for the style, majestic and divine,

It speaks no less than God in every line;

Commanding words; whose force is still the same

As the first fiat that produced our frame. v

All faiths beside, or did by armns ascend,

Or sense indulged has made mankind their friend,

This only doctrine does our lusts oppose,

TUnfed by nature’s soil, in which it grows;

Cross to our interests, curbing sense and sin:

Oppressed without, and undermined within,

It thrives through pain; its own tormentors tires;

And with a stubborn patience still aspires.

To what can reason such effects assign

Transcending nature, but to laws divine?

‘Which in that sacred volume are contained; .

Sufficient, clear, and for that use ordained.”’—Dryden.

I do not propose to deal with the question in its relation to the small
divergences of manuscripts, which have, I understand, been magnified
out of all proportion to their real importance; nor with that part of the
subject that requires a knowledge of the original tongues. He who first
gave Scripture has ceaselessly watched over it, and we have in our tongue,
as surely as if we could read the Hebrew or Greek, the wonderful words
of the Spirit. I purpose rather to seek from its own pages the testimony
direct or indirect to its complete inspiration. To such as doubt its teach-
ing altogether, such evidence will seem of little or no value, but my words
are rather designed to confirm the believer, than to enter into contro-
versy with sceptics, who probably are not present. .

Consider first of all the words of Christ (Matt. v. 17, 18) : “ Think
pot that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets: I am nok come
to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say untoyou, Till heaven and earth

5, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled.” It is clear from the first of these verses that our Lord was
undoubtedly referring to all Scripture up to that time revealed by God.
Thus in the sermon on the mount, that very portion of the Word, that
it has been the fashion of some to extol at the expense of other portions,
we have the sure witness of Him that spake as never man spake, to the
importance and authority of the minutest particle of the written Divine
Word.

Again, when replying to those whose enmity and malice ha_d been
roused by the declaration of His divine glory, and who sought vainly to
kill Him before the time, mark that, in quoting fromthe Psalms, He
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expressly speaks of it a3 the Word of God (John x. 34, 35),and adds the
emphatic declaration, * The Scriptures cannot be broken.”

But it may be said that in selecting single texts we are ignoring the
general teaching of the Lord. Though He were the Son of the Most
High God, in whom the fulness of the Godhead dwelt bodily, yet in the
days of His humiliation, He appealed to these writings as the supreme
test to which all questions must be referred. Even in that weary watch
in the wilderness, when, in the extremity of physical weakness and hunger,
He met and overcame the ntmost malice of the great ememy of souls,
it was not by the assertion of His divine power, nor by the burning
revelation of His eternal glory that Satan was defeated. The Lord
chose for wise and loving ends to employ the weapon that is put into the
hand of every believer, even the sure Word of God. Thrice came the
temptation, and thrice from divine lips came words from the book of the
law (Matt. iv. 4, 7, 10). “Tt is written,” and the old dragon of the pit
flew abashed before the personal and the written word.

Again, in the synagogue at Nazareth, He took in His holy hands
the roll of the prophet Isaiah, and from His lips there fell those words
so full of sweetness and comfort to sin-sick, weary souls (Luke iv.
18, 19, 21), and He added, “ This day is this scripture fulfilled in your
ears.” When the resurrection is called in question by rationalistic
Sadducees, from the book of Exodus He quotes the words (Matt. xxii.
31, 32) wherein God expressed His covenant relationship to the
patriarchs ard their seed. And as they listened the multitude wondered
ab His doctrine. Would He enforce the solemn nature of the marriage
tie in God’s sight, it is to Scripture that He again refers (Matt. xix.
4, 5) for the record of the first creation of man and woman, and God’s
purpose in that act of power. There are other passages that one might
refer to. I will, however, mention but one, wherein He asks the
Pharisees the searchiug question, “ What think ye of Christ ? whose
Son is He ?” The answer came at once, *“ The Son of David” (Matt.
xxii. 48,44). “How then,” says Christ, “ doth David in spiret call
Him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit Thoun on My right
hand till I make Thine enemies Thy footstool.” So the word of David
was the voice of the Holy Spirit, nor did even Pharisees dare to
dispute the inspiration of the Word. Even they were rather willing to
acknowledge mysteries than to seek to rob the divine Word of its
authority.

There is, in most of the quotations made by Christ from the Old
Testament, a feature full of significance. The weight of doctrine is
made frequently to rest upon a single word in the passage quoted. In
one case (that referring to the resurrection) it depends upon the tense
of the verb. The same characteristic is even more evident in the
apostolic writings, and we can come to no other conclusion, than that
Christ and His apostles regarded each word of Holy Scripture as
divinely inspired.

If we turn from the Master to His disciples, we are confronted by
quotations similar in character and used with the same definite and
verbal significance. Apart from those passages (2 Tim. iii. 18; 2 Pet.
1. 21) in Paul and Peter, familiar to all of you, where the apostles dis-
tinctly declare the inspiration of Scripture by the Spirit of God; both in
the Gospels and Hpistles, the word of the Old Testament is employed
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with considerable frequency to set forth the will and purpose of God,
and that not merely from one, but from many of the books of God's
Word. See, too, how clearly is declared the use and profit of the
Scriptures, not only in the comfort and instruction of God’s children,

but as the sword of the Spirit, the weapon with which He overcomes
the strongholds of enemies.

Briefly, it must be apparent to all, who with unbiassed minds study
the testimony of Scripture, that it claims for itself a superhuman
aathority in all matters of doctrine and practice (Psa. cxix. 105). “Thy
Word,” says the Psalmist, “is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto
my path.” Shall we believe, with some, that the light is but a flicker-
ing will-o’-the-wisp, born of the stagnant pools of man's imagination,
and leading us we know not where; or, with others, that it is bedimmed
and blurred by the darkness of human error, and that it is only when
some great critic separates the precious from. the vile, that we can
depend with any certainty on its teaching. Rather would we see that
bright and heavenly light, which, barning clear in this dark wilderness,
will never fail the humble soul that waits with reverence for its message
to himself. To the law and to the testimony, and not to the argnments
and sophistries of men, we turn to know the secrets of life and death,
and the glorious message of forgiving love to the lost and undone.

And now to turn briefly to one other fact full of significance, as
illustrating the complete inspiration of Scripture. I speak as unto
spiritnally-minded men and women, who can scarcely fail to appreciate
its importance, though it may seem futile to those who as yet are
strangers to God. I refer to the witness of the Spirit within us to the
power of the Word in the soul experience of God’s children, Could we
know the way by which each of the ransomed have been led, we should
find, that God had spoken to them at sundry times and in divers manners
from all parts of this blessed book. And.I am as sare, as of my own
physical existence, that God has thus spoken to me, and that the Word
has been the expression of God’s thoughts to my heart. And you, that
know the Lord, can each, I am sure, tell of many seasons when_that
same Spirit, who first inspired the Word, has written it upon the fleshy
tables of your hearts. We trust we know a little, and would to God
that we might enjoy more of the glad experience realized by the prophet
in the midst of sadness (Jer. xv. 16): “Thy words were found, and I
did eat them ; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and rejoicing .of
mine heart: for I am called by Thy name, O Lord God of hosts.”
Words of promise, of counsel, of warning, of encouragement, of guid-
ance, of strength; wonderfal words of life. Rather let our right hand
forget its cunning, and our tongue cleave to the roof of our mouth, than
we forget or criticize that sacred Word, that has been made so precious
in all things to us.

It were neither wise nor profitable, in the time at my dispossl, to
attempt to deal in any way with the inysteries or apparent contradictions
of the Bible. Remember this, that we are dealing with the thoughts
of the infinite and most high God, expressed in human words; that of
necesgity, if it be more than man’s word, there must be depths that we
cannot fathom, and heights to which we can hardly hope to reach;
further, that it was never intended to be either a scientific text-book or
an historical manual; and that, with a wider knowledge of the events
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described, apparent discrepancies would vanish. We must learn the
same lesson taught by the inscrutable way of divine providence, that
there are paths where human reason falters and fails, and only humble
faith can trace the way. It is not for man, in his sinfolness, weakness
and folly, to arrive at a full comprehension of God’s words. For here
we gee a8 in a glass darkly, but there face to face.

Do I in any way exaggerate, when I declare that reverence and
humility in the study of God’s Word are among the surest tokens of a
standing or falling church, and that it is only as individual members of
it are led with fervency to search the Scriptures, that there can be any
real spiritual prosperity ? God has declared that they that despise Him
shall be lightly esteemed, but that He will honour those that honour
Him. Has not one of the most deeply taught of Zion’s singer’s ex-
pressed this solemn truth with force and directness in the words:—

Say, Christian, wouldst thou thrive "The Scriptures and the Lord
In knowledge of the Lord ? Bear one tremendous name ;

Against no Scripture ever strive, The written and the Incarnate Word
But tremble at His Word. In all things are the same.

Revere the sacred page,— For Jesus is the Truth,
To injure any part . As well as Life and Way; (mouth

Betrays, with blind and feeble rage, The two-edged sword that's in His
A hard and haughty heart. Shall all proud reasoners slay.

If aught there dark appear, Why dost thou call Him Lord,
Bewail thy want of sight; And what He says resist ?

No imperfection can be there, The soul that stumbles at the Word
For all God’s words are right. Offended is at Christ.

The thoughts of man are lies,
The Word of God is true;
To bow to that is to be wise:
Then hear, and fear, and do.——Joseph Hart,

Let us with deepest gratitude remember the goodness of God, that we
have His word in our own tongue; and to our younger friends, I would
especially commend the study of those days of conflict, when with their
life’s blood our fathers sealed their love to this blessed book. Memories
arise of stout-hearted Martin Luther, of Wycliffe, Coverdale, and
Tyndale, of many who clung to the Word with more tenacity than to
life itself, of hidden copies, and blurred black-letter Bibles, over which
hearts that long have entered glory bent in deep anxiety of soul. Shall
we who 80 unworthily tread in their steps (as they followed Christ)
hesitate, because we find onrselves despised for cleaving to our Bible in
its entirety? Black are the clouds that gather, and some there are who
prayerfully seek with loins girt to wait the coming of their Lord. And
how shall He find us, my brethren? The words ring in our ears: “Be
thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” I trust
we have counted the cost, and depending on His grace, and looking to
His holy Word as our guide, we go on our way depending on Him, who
shall hide us in His pavilion from the strife of tongues. Let God be
true, though every man prove false.

1 beseech you, brethren, by the great Father whose children you are,
by Calvary’s cross, and the love of the Spirit; by the blood of martyrs
that purchased this book; by the lips of our loved ones, that breathed its
comfort in the valley of the shadow; by all the blessing God has made
it to your souls; be not unfaithful to that high and holy charge com-
mitted to your trust, but hold dearer than life itself the pure and perfect
Word of God.
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PAUL’S PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH AT THESSALONICA:

Being « Briet Qutline of @ Sermon preached on Feb. 17, 1895,at Zion, New Cross,
Depttord, by Tromas JOXES, on his Acceplance to the Pastovate.

“ And the Lord direct your heart into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for
Christ.”—2 Thess. iii. .

WE admire the brotherliness of the apostle. We admire the spirit of union,
peacc. and concord, which pervaded the infant Church of Jesus Christ. Both
the teachers and the taught drank deeply into the spirit of their Lord. Hence
there existed a spirit of loving sympathy and Cﬁristian affection amongst
them: they had learned ** to estewmn others better than themselves.” This was
true in the apostle’s case. As you know, he had been highly privileged and
greatly blessed; for had not his Lord made special communications to him of
things hidden from the foundation of the world ? Yet Paul willingly classes
himself among the least of saints, and ever evinced tenderest regard for those
who, like limself, were pilgrims on the carth.

Perhaps no man possessed: stronger faith in God than the apostle, and yet
no man more earnestly desires an interest in the prayers of others. It was
Paul who pleads with the brethuen dwelling in Thessalonica, that they would
remember him and his colleagues in their prayers—¢ Brethren, pray for us.”
What a depth of meaning is couched in these words! How they reveal Paul’s
inner self! They show his great need. Paul recognised his own weakness, at
the same time he places an high value upon the fervent prayers of others.
Brethren, the united prayers of the saints area source of real spiritual strength,
energy, and power to any pastor, let him labour where he may, but especially
in our own case. s

The apostle was perfectly aware of opposing forces, who stood armed ready
to do battle, ready to frustrate (if possible) the Gospel he preached. Not only
s0, but he is anxious to ‘be delivered from unreasonable men "—i.e., strange,
perverse, and absurd men. We sincerely trust that there are no such characters
in “ Zion;” should there be, we earnestly pray to be delivered from such, for
we know what evilsuch can accomplish. There was one great source of
encouragement to Paunl, and that is our encouragement to-day as we stand here
in this new relationship, as pastor and people—viz., “The Lord is faithful;"”
upon this great truth we stand, and feel we have a firm and immovable foun-
dation. In this truth we confide, having tried, proved, and tested Divine faith-
fulness in the past. And just as the apostle bowed his knees, withthe divinely-
wrought conviction in his heart that % the Lord is faithful,” so we do likewise.
The Lord Jehovah never has, never will desert His sent servants. Now let us
proceed to consider this beautiful comprehensive prayer. ‘We have inour text:—

1. The Christian's great Teacher : “The Lord direct your heart.” If “the
Lord " be here the Holy Spirit, as 2 Cor. iii. 17, we may read this part of our
text in the following order: * The Lord,” the Holy Spirit, “ direct your heart.
In this arrangement we have Father, Son, and Spirit in our text. Whate
precious thought this suggests to us! Do we. not see at once that the sacred
Trinity are engaged in perfecting and completing the eternal salvation of all
the elect? Does not this afford a sufficient guarantee of entire sanctification
and everlasting glorification of the whole redeemed Church of God. We think
s0. We note, in passing, that at the present juncture of our experience, we are
not fully cognizant of all spiritual blessing, privilege, and favours laid up for us
in the inexhaustible riches of Clrist; nor can we lose sight of the fact that all
these special attainments are beyond us to explore unassisted by the Holy
Spirit. Into these Divine things no man can. fully. enter only as led by the
Spirit.

! The Holy Spirit is the Revealer of the things of (Fod. By this we mean that
the Holy Spirit reveals to us the mercy, grace, and love of God. *Hecleads us
into all truth,” and into paths of righteonsness and peace, by belping us n out
many infirnities and assisting us in our prayers. But in our text He is said to:
direct—that is, to make straight, to set right, to guide, and to conduct us. This
He does for us not by compulsion, but hy His sweet and blessgd influence of
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love shed abroad in our heart, Some present have already had a rich experi-
ence of the love of God in the heart, and have happily enjoyed those soul-
clevating graces of the Spirit; and have blessedly realised the operating, trans-
forming power of truth within themn. You have been deeply taught in word
and doctrine; yet we should bear in mind that, after all, *we only know in
part,” and that there are breadths, lengths, depths,and heights we have never
reaclle:l of infinite and boundless wcalth. Into these “The Lord direct your
heart.

You already possess a wide knowledge of inspired truth: you may consider
yourself rich in heavenly wisdom; but after all, my brother, you are only o
babe in heavenly wisdom. There are greater things yet to come. How appro-
priate this prayer for us to-day, “ The Lord direct your heart’’! Observe, it is
the Zeart, not the head,— the heart the seat of affection, the engine of life, “out
of which are the issues of life.” Yes, when the heart-beats are right, the life
will be right. If the heart throbs with emotion, the life will be dedicated to
the service of Christ. Write Thy law in my heart, O God, * for,behold, Thou
desireth truth in the inward part !”

I1. The Christian’s Inexhaustible Subject: *The love of God.” Of all the
attributes of God, perhaps there are none so cheering as His love. We delight
to speak of His mercy, to talk of His judgments, to exalt His glory, and to
praise His great name; to dwell upon His power, to admire His wisdom. and
to extol His great goodness., But the love of God. Ol transcendently great,
infinite; surpassing the loftiest conceptions of men !'—

* God only knows the love of God.”

The desire expressed by the apostle implies that he was anxious that these
Christians may be favoured to possess clearer conceptions, and a fuller enjoy-
ment of God's love to them and in them. I need not remind you of the grand
characteristics of Divine love. It is eternal and unchangeable.

But may not the apostle desire for these people a clear and distinct know-
ledge of God’s love in its operations upon their hearts I mean that love in
choosing, redeeming, calling, justifying, adopting, and finally glorifying them.
Does not the apostle further desire and pray that the love of God may be
increased more and more in their soul's experience? This would mean the
fitting them for daily service; and the manifestations of that love to the heart
would produce a deeper bond of unity of heart, aim, and purpose. It
would draw out the deepest affections of their souls after God, and
produce an intense yearning after Him, a fervency of spirit after the
“image of His Son.” This we believe to be the outcome of the spiritual enjoy-
ment of Divine love. Be it yours,beloved, to hold converse with God and fellow-
ship with His Son, so that you may from time to-time enjoy rich foretastes of
that love which fills heaven with joy and gladness, yet is shed abroad in the
hearts of the saints below. ‘

II1. The Christian’s Patience: * The patient waiting for Christ.” No doubt
that under a felt sense of Divine love there are holy longings to fly awuy, to get
horae to the glorified. But the apostle reminds these Thessalonians that they
must exercise patience. That is the idea—* The patience of Christ.” In
patience, Jesus is our example. He waited, He suffered, “ He endured.” * Who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross.” It was so with the
Ol Testament worthies; they waited for the Advent of their King, and long
weary years passed by, and still they waited “for the consolation of Israel.”
They hoped and endured as “seeing Him who is invisible.”” So we need
patience, we have the promise of His return, and we are waiting for its fultil-
ment: and sometimes we wonder why the chariot delays. Some of you, in
days of loneliness and sickness, yearned for His coming. In your nervous
excitement you thought you heard the chariot wheels of the heavenly Messenger;
but, alas ! it was not so. Then, like the king of old, you turned your face to
the wall and wept.

To-day we need patience to endure trial, suffering, temptation, and sorrow
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Tt will soon be over,a few more Dattles and then triumphant victory; yes, a

few more days of patient endwrance and “ He that shall come will come.””
How necessary this prayer for us! May it be fully realised by all of us, so

that from time to time when we assemble “ The Lord dirveet your heart into the

love of God,” and fill us out of His fulness that filleth all inall. Such isonr

united prayer.

THE LATE MR. W. RYDER.

Mr. W. RyDER, for many years an itinerant to the causes of truth, entered his
eternal rest, after a few day’s illness, Feb. 15, 1895, aged 74 years. Ouwr
brother preached at Lessness Heath, Lord’s-day, the 3rd of that mouth; on the
following Thursday evening he attended the prayer meeting at “ Ebenezer,”
East Ham: it was intensely cold, which I think struck him, not having been
well some days before; he went to bed that night and never came down again.
On the Lord’s-day, he appeared much better, and said he did not know what
the Lord's will was in this affliction, but the poet expressed his mind, and he
repeated the following verses with evident feeling:—
“ Father ! whate'er of earthly bliss ¢ Give me a calm, a thankful heart,
Thy sov'reign will denies, From ev'ry murmur free:

Accepted at Thy throne of grace, The blessings of Thy grace impart,
Let this petition rise: And make me live to Thee.

Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine,
My life and death attend:

Thy greseuce through my journey shine,
And crown my journey's end.'”

Later in the evening he was taken much worse, and lost his speech. When gome-
what relieved near the end, his dear wife asked him, having spoken words of
comfort, if he felt Jesus precious, if so, to press her hand? and he did so witha
firm pressure, and, doubtless, if he could have spoken, he would have given
some precious words of testimony. )

On Friday, March 22, the mortal remains of our dear brother were interred
in the East Ham Cemetery; myself and pastor W. S. Brown, of Windsor, con-
ducied the service, who gave a solemn address at the grave, whom our late

brother baptized at Tadworth nearly twenty years since.
There were a goodly number of friends present, evidencing their esteem for

the departed.—J. FLoRY,

RETROSPECT IN PROSPECT.

BY A GARDEN

LABOURER.

42nd Wedding Anniversary.

FOR over forty years we've been,
My God, beneath Thy fostering care;
On every hand Thy love we've seen,
And found Thy blessings year by year,

And though by trials oft assailed,
And men have tried to ecast usdown,
‘We've ever in Thy strength prevailed,
And on Thy head we'll place the crown.
We havebeen young, and now are old,
But never wanted any good,
A shelter from the winter cold,
And daily grants of wholesome food.
‘With health and strength to earn our bread,
‘We all our life have favoured been;
The good of all the land has fed
On every side Thy hand we've seen.
And, far beyond these earthly gifts,
Thy love hath called our souls in Christ,
A ¢ity to behold by faith,
Where we shall dwell for ever blest.
And those Thou hast in mercy given,
Hath by Thy love and grace been taught
The way by faith in Christ to heaven,
Redemption by His blood He bought,
For, all on whom the Father’s love
Hath from eternity been set,

The blessing showered from above—
Blessing without alloy or let.

And daily through their life and ours,
Let glory, honour, praise be given

Each moment. and with all our powers,
Glory to God who reigns in heaven,

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
The Three-One ever-living God,
The Lord of Life, the Lord of Hosts,
Our hearts shall sound His praise abroad.
Thus, with the heart the tongue be moved
To sing one family Thy praise
In Jesus Christ for ever loved,
Hosannas to Thy name to raise.
Our children’s children now we lay
Before Thy footstool, Lord of love;
Bless them through life that day by day,
Taught by Thy Spirit from above,
They may declare their father’s God,
And tell to others all around, .
The love of Jesus Ohrist, their Lord,
The joy, the Saviour, they have found.
And thus Thy Word shall ever prove
The fathers to the children toll,
The fount of everlasting love,
The love of God Immanuel.
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

Strict Baptist SMission.

Tag following is an outline of Mr
Gray's address at the meetings held
in iv(eppel-street, a8 reported last
month, kindly supplied by our good
brother Copeland. He says:—

Mr. Samuel Gray, of Brighton,gave a
pright animated address, which was
warmly received. Being happy, he very
happily spoke on happiness. In the
course of his remarks he said he thought
that the honoured President (Mr. John
Box) wasa happy man in being favonred
to see what 8o many have desired to, but
have not seen. Also he thought the
vice-president a happy man, He it was
who proposed that all-day prayer-meet-
ing, and to-day he was favoured to see
God’s answer to those prayers. The
speaker considered himself & happy
man. He had visited the Mission-fields,
and, under God, had been the means of
stimulating interest in the beloved
Mission. oreover, he considered the
brethren about to leave us for the
Mission-work happy men. They would
have difficulties to contend against, but
they were going to doa right good work,
“Totell you the truth (said the speaker),
I would have offered myself for the
work, had not God blocked the way.
My heart was so touched, when in India,
by the superstition I beheld, as to create
a longing in my breast to go and show
them the way of salvation. They will
not find it all smooth there. Our brother
Noble lives in a house,—well, it is about
fit for a cow or a pig, or something of
that sort, but is not fit for & human being
to live in.” They would have to master
the Tamil, but when mastered it would be
oggreat advantageto them. The speaker
)it had five hours’ talk with Mr.
Hutchinson, and he had pretty well
estimated his charaoter. He was per-
suaded that our brother was as much
unlike a certain man he had read of.
There were two tramps sleeping on the
roadside. One of them awoke in a great
agony, saying, “ O, I have had an awful
dream! O, I have hadanawfuldream!”
and the perspiration was standing on
his forehead. “ What is it?" said the
other. * O, I have had an awful dream !
I dreamed I had got some work to do!"
He was sure our brethren would never
be out of work. There was unmistak-
able evidence that God had a people in
Tinnevelly, Some of God’'s_eleot were
there, and God would certainly appro-
priate His own. He would lay the hand
of His appropriating grace upon them.

He considered them happy men to be
going out to this right noble w‘ork.‘
“The other day,” he said, * I saw a circle

rainbow—a pretty sight. You, my bre-
thren (turning to the two missionaries)
will be encircled by the prayers of the
brethren at home. The Spartan mother
said to her son, when he left for the
battlefield, ** With it, or on it.” So he
hoped our brethren would stand fast to
the Gospel, which is dear to us here.
The respective pastors of our brethren,
and the churches of which they were
members, were happy, and would doubt-
less take a special interest in them and
their work. In fact, he considered the
Strict Baptist Mission, the whole de-
nomination, and England, were happy
in the sending out of these men. He
hoped the denomination would do more
for the support of the Mission than it
had in the past. Chapels are needed at
the several stations. Other denomi-
nations have a respectable chapel at
each station, and so ought we to have.
He had learned while out there that our
brethren there were very willing to
contribute towards the building of
chapels, if we would help them.

DRURY LANE.—During the past
few weeks several fareweﬁ meetings
were held in connection with the
departnre of Messrs, Hutchinson and
Booth, not the least of which was the
one held at Mr, Licence's Mission-room
in Drury-lane. On January 22nd, it
being the desire of Mr, S. Hutchinson
to visit the poor people once more before
leavin, En%hmd, a farewell meeting
was held. After the opening bysinging.
“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.”
prayer, and the reading of Isa. xxxv..
he spoke from Rom. viii. 1, laying
special emphasis on what it is to be in
Christ Jesus. Mr. Licence, the
missionary, followed by thanking him
on behalf of the people, as well as for
himself, for the kind interest he has
shown in the work for upwards of 12
years, When he (Mr. H,) first visited,
only seven or eight people attended,
while that night over 90 were present.
and he wished that he might see such
results when in India. He was sure
that Mr. Hutchinson had a deep interest
in mission work, the love for precious
souls, and that his accepting the work
before him was not done on the spur of
the moment. He further said that he
desired still that his visits here might
be long remembered, that we still
desired an interest in his prayers, and
that we shall pray for him, that the
Lord would go before him and prosper
him in his work, After these remarks,
the sin%ing of the hymn, *God be with
you till we meet again,” Mr. Licence
committed him to the Lord in prayer,
and thus closed this interesting and
touching service.—E. A. LICENCE.
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METROPOLITAN ASSOCIATION OF
STRICT BAPTIST CHURCHES.

ANNUAL MEETING, HELD ON TUESDAY.
MaARCH 12TH, 1895, AT BRIXTON
TABERNACLE.

THE annual meeting of this Association
was held as above. The committee were
summoned at 10 a.m. Long before that
time friends began to arrive. Among
the first to put in appearance were
brethren H. Clark. Millwood, E. Mit-

chell, W. Abbott, F. C. Holden, J.

Haines., Turner, Sears, &c., our good

brother Cornwell being in attendance to

receive and give a hearty welcome to
ministers and delegates. At the time
appointed over twenty of the committee
assembled in the large vestry of the

Tabernacle to make a few necessary

preliminary arrangements for the day’'s

proceedings, brother J. Haines, of
omerton-row, opening with prayer.

At 10.30 the committee entered the
Tabernacle, where a large number of
delegates had already assembled.
Brother R. E. Sears, the retiring presi-
dent, took the chair, supported by the
president-elect and the vice-president,
viz . brethren C. Wilson (Dorset-square)
and E. Mitchell (Chadwell-street),

The first word uttered at this gather-
ing was “ come,” in connection with the
hymn. ¢ Come, Thou Fount of every
blessing,” and a volume of praise and
prayer ascended heavenward from the
sincere hearts and fervent lips of one
hundred united voices in expressions of
gratitnde, praise, and supplication,
which increased in fervour and em-
phasis on coming to the words,

“Here I raise my Ebenezer,”
and
*Oh to graee how great a debtor.”

The petition sent up to the King of

kings for His blessing on the day was

heard, answered, realised, and enjoyed.

The President read and expounded
Paa cxxxiv., and prayer was offered by
Pastor T. Jones, of New Cross. He (Mr.
Sears) then gave the right hand of
fellowship with words of counsel to four
newly-chosen pastors—i.c., brethren T.
Jones (New Cross), H. T. Chilvera
{Keppel-street), J. J. Cooler (Tollington-
park, and B. D. Sandell (Fulham).

At this juncture feeling reference
was made to the departure of brother
W.Osmond,and brother Cornwell moved
the following resolution, which was
seconded by brother Copeland : —

March 12th, 1895.—Metropolitan Association
of Sirict Baptist Churches : Assembled 1n
Annual Meeting at Brixton Tabernacle.—
Dear Prethren,—We hereby convey our
heartfelt sympathy with you in the
hLereavement you are suffering through
the removal of your late pastor to a better
country, He was a man worthy of all
honour and highly esteemed by his
ministerial brethren, We with you deplore
bis loss, yet we rejoice that he for so many
vear-in all humility of heart proved him-
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self faithful in the Gospel which God com-
mitted {0 his trust, and our prayer for you
is that our covenant God may send S'ou
anotlicr pastor who will keep back nothing
that is })roﬂtablo unto you, and that He
will build yon up in our most holy faith,

—We are, dear brethren, yowrs in the

unity of the Spirit.—To the Church of

Christ worshipping at Ebenezer, Elthorne-

road,

The resolution was unanimously passed
and the large audience rose to their feet
and sang—

*“Come, let us joiu our friends above

Who have obtained the prize.”

A most interesting feature was
reached by the reading of a telegram
from brethren Hutchinson and Booth,
dated “March 1ith, 4.12 p.m.; Port of
Aden, Red Sea,” with the following
message,

“WELL.”

Brother John Box, senior secretary,
read the report, from whioh we gather
the following statistics :—

The increasing usefulness of our
General Fund is satisfactorily demon-
strated in the pleasurable disbursement
in nine votes, amounting to £66 to nine
Churches, and to four pastors, amount-
m% to £35.

he sum borrowed from the Loan
Fnnd, free of interest, during the year
by six of our Churches was £1,010; and
the amount in use on 31st December last
was #£2205. During the year, £103
18s. 1d. wasadded to the capital, raising
it to £2,348 4s, 9. :

The membership of the sixty Churches
constituting our Union, stood at 3,853,
baptisms 137. The Schools in connec-
tion are maintained by the loving ser-
vice of 608 Teachers, and number 6,956
Scholars.

Our Churches have suffered loss of
pastors by two deaths and five resigna-
tions; while seven brethren have
accepted calls to the sacred office by
those needing the care of an under
shepherd. At the interment of the
remaing of our beloved brethren W. K,
Squirrell and W. Osmond, the estima-
tion in which they were held was
evinced by suitable tributes of affec-
tionate regard and sorrow over the loss
sustained by their removal from us.

Considerable pleasure was experienced
in recognising the long and faithful
career of loving service maintained by
our much-esteemed and greatly-beloved
brother James L. Meeres, who has filled
the pastorate of the Church so long
worsﬂipping in New Church-etreet,
Bermondsey, for fifty years.

The time now arrived for Mr. Sears to
retire from the presidential chair,which
he did in his usual genial manner, and,
taking Mr. C. Wilson by the hand,
introduced him to the meeting as the
president for 1895-6. i

Votes of thanks to the retiring presi-
dent and to the three secretaries were
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duly passed and acknowledged, which,
witﬁ singing and prayer, brought the
morning's proceedings to a close.

Near 200 sat down to dinner, well and
bountifully prepared by Mrs., Cornwell
and the ladies of Brixton Tabernacle.

ATTERNOON MEETING.

At 230 brother Charles Wilson
announced Dr. Watts’ well-known
hymn—

“Qome, let us Join our checrful songs.”
Psa. xxx. was read, and brother E.
Beecher (Shouldham - street) offered
prayer. The president called on brother
G. Herring (Notting-hill) to. give an
address.

Mr. Herring referred to the Striot
Baptist Mission, and adverted to the
expediency of practical, energetic home
mission work, by sending tract distri-
butors from house to house and entering
into conversation, as opportunity might
offer, about the best things.

Brother G. Turner (minute secretary)
read the statistics of the Churches,
which were very concise, and was fol-
lowed by a summary of the report by
brother J. Box.

Brother S, XK. Bland (Ipswich), secre—
tary of the Suffolk and Norfolk
Association, in his hcmely genial way,
expressed thanks for the M.A §8B.C,
invitin representatives from the
S.and N, A. to be present, and referred
to the associations being on the founda-
tion principles of the disciples who were
wont to communicate and hold fellow-
ship one with another. Mr. Bland, in
the brief time allotted him, contended
earnestly for the distinguishing doc-
trines of grace,and concluded an impor-
tant address by expressing the hope that
this was but the commencement of
stronger and sweeter spiritual inter—
course between the associations in the
future. After singing

“One there is above all others,”
brother T. Jones (New Cross) spoke very
appropriately from the words of our
Lord, “That they all may be ome,”
referring to the unity of all our
spiritual forces, and to be bound
together as with a threefold cord which
is not easily broken.

Brother Boulton (Peckham) was
heartily glad to meet with the brethren
from the various associations, and
emphasised the necessity of standing
firm in the apostles’ dootrine and yet to
go forward.

Brother Dulley (Wooburn-green),
secretary of the Berks., Bucks,, Herts.,
and Oxon Assooiation, thanked the
Metropolitan Association for inviting
the infant society he represented to
unite in their annual gathering, and
compared it to a strong brother taking
holdp of the hand of his little brother
that could hardly toddle. We shall have
great pleasure in looking back to this
gathering this afternoon, which, by the
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blessing of God, will stimulate them to
go forward.

Brother W. H. Evans (Rattlesden,
Suffolk), moderator of the 8. and N, A,
endorsed what had been said, and con-
gratulated this Association on its pre-
sent condition. I have been listening
to the letters read, and to my mind the
most cheering feature in the spiritual
life of the Metropolitan Churches is the

reat increase in the suburban gather-
ings; this I look upon as a very healthy

sign.

%rother Lloyd (Oxon.) expressed his
pleasure at being present, and said the
Asgociation he represented was but an
infant, but that it must be nourished.
We commenced four years ago. We
must move in principles of truth as
much as we move in regard to business,
in those things which concern the wel-
fare of the Church and the welfare of
our souls. I wish you God’s blessing.
We are not going to die out, and we
shall go ou in the Lord’s name to pro-
claim salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ,

Brother Whitton (Aylesbury) was
pleased to see such a nice assembly,
and to see them looking 30 very havpy,
and he thought their hearts were filled
with the love of God, and stated that
he was born. called b{l grace, and bap-
tized in Suffolk; that he had joined two
Churches there, and that he was glad to
meet the good brethren whose names he
heard in Suffolk, etc.

Prayer by the chairman brought the
afternoon service to a close.

Tea was served in two sittings, the
company being far too large to be
accommodated at one time. At the
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President C, Wilson again occupied the
chair, and gave out the hymn,
* Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts 1n Christian love.”

Psa, cxxii. was read, and pastor E.
White (Woolwich) engaged in prayer.

Brother Colls (Beccles) said he re-
ciprocated the feelings of the Suffolk
and Norfolk brethren, and that it was
a pleasure to see six or eigh! counties
shaking hands together in the name of
our common Lord. Yet, if it is to end
in the shaking of hands and coming up
to the great metropolis only, it would
not:do much good. He believed dreams
were good when they resulted in some-
thing practical and something that will
do good, not only to our individual
hearts, but good to the associations.
He (Mr. C.) would like to see a federa-
tion of all Churches holding the funda-
mental dootrines of grace. May the
Lord grant it, and to Him shall be all
the honour and glory. . .

The president greeted with very kind
expressions pastor Flegg, of Bexley-
heath, and several other brethren on
the platform.
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A vote of thanke for the use of the
chapel, and to the ladies for the very
efficient way in which the needs and
comfortof the friends had been studied,
supplied, and attended to, was proposed
by brother W. Abbott in his usual
homely and genial way. This was
seconded by brother I. R. Wakelin, and
replied to by brother Cornwell,

r. C. Wilson then rose to give his
presidential address. He (Mr. W.) did
not presume to give a theologiocal
discourse, but confined his remarks to
the yreceptive in connection with
attendance upon the means of grace,
supporting the cause of God, instruction
of the young in the Sabbath-school,
useful advice to young men and women
on joining the Church, &c.,all of which
was delivered with much vigour, energy,
and zeal. as well as in a kind and
fatherly way.

A letter was read from brother Samuel
Hutchinson, descriptive of the voyage
from the Albert Docks to the Mediter-
ranean. Pastor H. Dadswell (Clapham)
read a paper on the * Plenary Inspira-
tion of Holy Scripture™”; and pastor
James E. Flegg (Wood-green) on “The
Believer's Sonship and Service.”

This annual gathering was brought
to a close by singing, “ All hail the
power of Jesu's name,” and prayer by
pastor C. Cornwell.

Unflagging interest was maintained
in the services throughout the day,
which were almost continuous from
10 &.m. till nearly 9 pm. The Lord is
blessing the Association, and increasinﬁ
inter%st. is manifest as the years rol
on.—C.

A copy of the Report can be had gratis
from the ministers or deacons of any
of the Associated Churches, or free by
post for one stamp, from Mr. J. Box,
Chapel House, Soho Chapel, 166,
Shaftesbury-avenue, London, W.C.

NEW CROSS.—The 37th anniversary
of Zion Chapel Tract and Benevolent
Society was celebrated Feb. 24th, when
a sermon was preached in the afternoon
by pastor Thos, Jones, followed by a
tea and public meeting, presided over
by the pastor. Mr. James Martin, hon.
sec., read the annual report, which was
of a very satisfactory character. There
were nine districts visited, consistin
of from 30 to 40 houses. 579 relie
tickets had been distributed, besides 14
special cases which had been attended
to; 4 dispensary letters were in constant
use, and 36 blankets were in loan during
the winter months. The Maternity
Society was in active operation, and
upwards of £70 had been collected for
the Christmas Dinner Fund. Mr. Jas,
Webb read the financial statement,
showing a halance in hand of £27.
Pastor G, W, Thomas (Watford) moved
the adoption of the reporte, and gave
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an address founded on the words, ‘' Thou
art fairest among the sons of men.”
Pastor P. Reynolds (Highhury) spoke
on the Divine personality of the Lord
Jesus, followed by pastor E. Marsh
(Gurney-road), a former scholar in the
school, and Mr. T. G. C. Armstrong.—
ALPHA.

CLERKENWELL, —~The 23rd anni-
versary of Mount Zion Sunday-
school, Chadwell-street, was held on
February 10th. Mr. E. Mitchell (the
pastor) preached in the morning, from
Prov. iv. 7; and evening, from Psa,
cxlv.4; and Mr. Marsh (of Stratford)
preached to the children in the afternoon
from Psa. li. 7. On Tuesday, 12th, the
tea and public meeting were held, the
President in the chair. The meetin
was opened by praise, reading the Word,
and prayer by Mr. Morling (of High
Wycombe). The 23rd report was read,
and Mr. J. Copeland (of Croydon) moved
its adoption, and was seconded by Mr.
E. Marsh. Mr. Samuel Hutchinson,
who was about to leave England for the
mission field in India, then gave a fare-
well address to the friends. Mr. Philip
Regnolds then addressed the meeting,
and, referring to brother Hutohinson’s
departure, said God had given the
Chadwell-street friends a high honour
in that out of their midst was called
one to hold up the Gospel banner in the
midst of heathen darkness, Brother
Thomas (of Watford) then addressed
the meeting, giving the teachers words
of encouragement, and some good illus-
trations of Sunday-school instruction,
and closed his remarks with :—

“1f among the older people

You may not be apt to teach ;
‘Feed My Lambs, saith Christ, my
Shepherd,
Place the food within their reach,
And it may be that the children
You have led with trembling hand,
May be found among the jewels
When you reach the better land.”
Brother Dadswell then gave some
reminiscences of Sunday-school work,
and encouraged the teachers in their
labour of love. Brother Savage ad-
dressed some earnest remarks apon the
words: * Study to show thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed’; and a few
remarks from the chairman brought
the meeting to a close. Special hymns
were sung during the evening, and the
collections amounted altogether to
£20 14s. 7d.—J. A. GEE.

BIRKENHEAD. — Dear Brother,—I
have for some time past had it on my
mind to thank you for inserting in
E.V. & G, H. a notice of meeting at
7, Market-street, Birkenhead, a town
next to Seacombe, where at_present I
am staying. Although the distance is
considerable, and being now in my 76th
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year, I have attended there on Lord’s-
day and Tuesday evenings, and have
made the acquaintance of the esteemed
brother, George Alexander, who resides
at 104, Bridge-street, Birkenhead, I feel
united to him and his people. His
sermons are dewy, savoury, powerful,
and unctuous. I wasagreeably surprised
on opening the March number of the
Gospel Magazine to see his portrait, and
to read his communication to the
editor. I can assure you that I value
much the meeting as above, for there is
in this district (Cheshire)—i.c.,, Sea-
combe, Egremont, Liscard, Wallaeedy
and New Brighton, and I may a d
across the river Mersey, at Liverpool, a
very sad lack of the preaching of real,
vital, experimental, and practical godli-
ness flowing from the eternal and
sovereign good-will and pleasure of the
blessed and glorious Three-in-One. 1
hope to return to Chatham in a few
months, and again to meet with the
beloved flock at Enon, Nelson-road. In
the meantime, I am thankful that my
steps have been directed as. before
stated. Grace, mercy, peace, love, and
every blessing be yours to enjoy,
my dear brother. So prays — Yours
affectionately, thy father’s old friend
and correspondent—J OSEPH CASSE, senr.

BERMONDSEY (LYNTON - ROAD).—
The annual meeting of the Sunday-
school, which took place on March 5th,
was a very encouraging and profitable
occagion. Mr. O. S, Dolbey (in the
absence of Mr. E, Mitchell through ill-
ness) preached in the afternoon from
Psa. cxxxii. 16 : “I will also clothe her
priests with salvation, and her saints
shall shout aloud for joy”; and many
found it good to listen to the tidings of
salvation which he was enabled to
proclaim. At the evening meeting the
chair was occupied by Mr. Arnold
Boulden (of the Surrey Tabernacle),
who has for some years presided at
these gatherings., The meeting having
been opened by singing, reading, and
prayer, Mr. J. B. Collin read the annual
report, which showed that during the
past year the school had increased in
numbers, and been blessed. One striking
feature of the year's work being the
systematic learning of verses of the
Bible by the scholars. The chairman
having made a few encouraging re-
marks upon the position of the school
generally, Mr. Edward Marsh addressed
the meeting in a warm and soul-stirrin,
speech, based upon the words: “I wil
go in the strength of the Lord God; I
will make mention of Thy righteous-
ness, even of Thine only.” Mr. Thomas
Carr followed with some savoury re-
marks from the words: “We will be
%lad, and rejoice in His salvation.”

hen Mr. olbey, speaking more
especially to the teachers, dwelt upon
the words: “He that teacheth,” and
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gavesome round advice and encouraging
exhortation. Mr. Dale (the pastor)
followed with some weighty words on
“ What think ye of Christ?” And after
a few further remarks from the chair-
man, the happy meeting was brought to
a close by the congregation singing the
doxology.

A MEMORABLE MOVEMENT AT
MARGATE.

THE first anniversary of Mount Ephraim
Sunday-school, Margate, took place on
Sunday and Monday, March 10th and
11th, and was, by the blessing of God, a
great success, much more so than any
of the teachers and officers of the
school had anticipated. Two special
truthful sermons were preached on the
Lord’s-day by Mr. E. Gentle to fairly
ood congregations, and special hymns
rom Mr, Winters’ Hymnal were well
and heartily sungb by the children, who
had been trained by our superintendent,
Mr. J. M. Doughty. Mr. Gentle also
gave an address to the children in the
afternoon.

The services were continued on Mon-
day by a tea-meeting, at five o'clock, to
which about 130 sat down, followed by
a public meeting at 6.30, under the
presidency of H. J. Lawson, Esq. The
meeting opened by the scholars singin
hymn 185, followed by Mr. Miller, o%
Ramsgate, asking the Divine blessing
on the servicee. The chairman then
called on the secretary to read the
report, which is as follows:—

Mr. Chairman, ministerial brethren, and
dear Christian friends,—It is with a very
thankful heart that I rise to read this, the
first annual report of our Sunday-school,
thankfnl because, notwithstanding the
many difficulties we have had to contend
with, we have, by the help and goodness of
our God, been enabled to still carry on the
work to the present time. The school was
really institunted through the efforts of our
good friend and brother, Mr. W. Chisnall,
by whose proposal a Bible-class was formed
in connection with the chapel. and from
this Bible-class the younger members were
formed into a school.

We began the school with only three
scholars, and that number has been gradu-
ally increased from time to time until at
the cend of the year there was a total
number on the books of 46, with an average
attendance of 30 Financially we have
much cause for thankfulness, as after pay-
ing all expenses in conmection with the
school for the year, including 126 new hymn-
books, Christmas and anniversary prizes,
class-books, and various other incidental
expenses, we have a balance in hand of £1
2s, 2d. (from which, however. there are
several expenses to be met in connection
with this anniversary), which balance we
are hoping. by the blessing of God, to
augment by these services. We have a
joint collection on Sunday afternoons for
the School Funds and the Striet Baptist
Mission Fund, from which we wcre onabled
to pay £1 to the Mission Fund last year,
and we have also at present 13s. dd. in hand
for the Mission, th

e

During the summer children were
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enabled to have a treat, through the kind-
ness of several friends, who gave special
donations and from which we had a balance
of 18«., whirh was amalgamated with the
Genernl FPund.

We use the late Mr. Winters' Sunday-
school Hymnal, which everyone who has
seen it thinks it the best we could possibly
have.

In conclusion, I thauk all the friends, on
behalf of the teachers and oflicers of the
school. for their kind help in the past, and
ask that we may have their pravers and
assistanece in the Mitare, that the blessing of
God muay rest upon the labours of the
teachers, and that many of the children
may grow up to thank God that they ever
attended Mount Ephraim Sunday-school.

Addresses were delivered by the chair-
man, Mr, Bloy. of Birchington, Mr, E.
Gentle. Mr. Carter, of Broadstairs, and
Mr. Searle, and several recitations by
scholars and friends, all of which were
effectively rendered.

During an interval the prizes were
distributed to the successful scholars
by the chairman, who gave a few words
of advice and encouragement to each
recipient ss they took t%zeir prizes from
him. The meeting closed with the
benediction and the scholars singing.
* God be with you till we meet again,”
in a very hearty manner. There were
about 200 present at the evening meet-
ing, the collections for the services
amounting to about £5. We were very
sorry many of our friends were unable
to be with us owing to illness.

Truly we may say, “ The Lord hath
done great things for ua, whereof we
are glad.” these services being the best
attended we have had for a long time
past. Much of the success which
attended the tea-meeting was no doabt
owing to the ready help given by several
of the friends, who worked hard to
bring these services to a successful
issue.—W. G,

TOLLINGTON-PARK .--Pleasant and
encounraging were the services held in
commemoration of the15th anniversary
of Zoar Sunday-school, Tollington-park,
on Sunday. Feb. 24, and Tueeday, Feb.
26. Mr. J.J. Cooler preached two sound
Gospel sermons very suitable to the
occasion, from the words of 2 Tim. iii.
14—17. In the afternoon, several of the
scholars recited hymns and portions of
Scripture, the latter comprising some of
the parables of our Lord, which were
given in a very satisfactory and effec-
tive manner. On the Tuesday, the usual
tea was provided for the children in the
afternoon, followed by a public meet-
ing, presided over by Mr. J. Boys, of
Hampstead. Mr. Jonessought the Lord’s
blessing, and after the children had sung
the anthem, * Jerusalem,” the secretary
read the report, which numerically
showed an advance, though financially
a slight deficiency. Mr. J. Copeland
delivered an excellent address on the
word “ Prize,” introducing his subject
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by touching upon five Biblical cha-
racters whose respective names com-
menced with one of the letters compos-
ing it, leading our thoughts to contem-
plate upon the Prize of all prizes
" Eternal Life.” Mr.J. Flegg urged the
necessity of simple yet distinctive teach-
ing. Our pastor, Mr. J. J. Cooler, fol.
lowed; hisstirring addressbeing founded
upon the zeal, the earnest study, and the
spirit that should be the prominent fea-
tures in teaching the young those
unfading truths which are the Word of
God. Atintervals,anthemsand suitable
hymns were sung,and prizes and reward
books distributed to scholars for punc-
tuality and attention. Brother Cooler
thanked the friends for their presence,
and proposed a vote of thanksto our
good chairman for his kind assistance
personally and financially, which was
seconded {y Mr. Thorn, superintendent,
and cheerfully supported by all. Sing-
ing and prayer brought the happy
gathering to a close. — ARTHUR H,
ANDELL, Hon. Sec.

WILLENHALL.—The 103rd anniver-
sary of the formation of the Church
was celebrated on Lord’s-day, Feb. 17.
Mr. J. E. Hazelton, of London, preached
two excellent sermons, which were much
enjoyed by the people. The collections
were a little below the average, but this
-was partly due to depression in the local
industries, and partly to the fact that
the people have recently been making a
liberal effort to reduce the debt on the
chapel by £70. We have not quite
reached that sum yet, but we are
earnestly hoping and-praying that we
may do so. During the nearly eleven
yearsof Mr. Geo, Banks’ pastorate, much
has been done to lighten the financial
burdens of the people. A share of spiri-
taal prosperity has been graciously
given, and peace and unanimity prevail
amongst this flock of the Lord’s sheep.

HEATON ROAD, PECKHAM RYE.
DEBT EXTINCTION.

THE exigent state of some of our
Churches, as occasionally brought to
the light, create a large amount of un-
rest and concern in the minds of those
who have their prosperity and welfare
at heart. By reason of debt, Zion has
often to hang her head ; and perhaps,
when )
MONETARY OBLIGATION

oppresses her life and energy, it is_well
that she should. This condition—
serious to all intents—the good folk,
who form the Church at Heator_a-roa.d‘
have had to endure; but late in the
past, eventful year, a scheme was for-
mulated by the pastor, Mr. H. S.
Boulton, and his estimable deacons,
Messrs, Vialls, Banyard, and Brain, to
disburden the cause by striving to throw
off the trammel and weight of the
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DEBRT oF £500.

In furtherance of the same, a confer-
ence of the pastor and sympathisers
was held on Wedneasday, February 27th,
when it was finally decided to issue
collecting-cards, and appeal by adver-
tisement to the generosity of outside
friends. At the meeting itself £39 was
announced as promised, and since then,
this promises to swell to £50. Thishas,
needless to say, greatly stimulated and
encouraged the friends, Situated in a
populous neighbourhood, and environed
by numerous sectarian sanctuaries, this
once-influential cause has had to pass
through troublous waters. At times she
has gone 80 near to the rocks that it has
seemed only by a miracle that catas-
trophe has becn averted ; but
GOD-BESTOWED MERCY

has saved her. Who will now come to
her rescue?! Who will help to disperse
the storm-clouds that still o’ershadow
her,and strive for her

REDEMPTION FROM DEBT-BONDAGE!

The cords of error are lengthening.
The time now is that Nonconformist
D.D.’s disparage, despise, and ridicule
the little Zions and Bethels, which form
80 large a part of our own “beloved
denomination,” and with it all urge
the superior claims of drama and
fiction upon their refined audiences (?).
Under such circumstances, to allow
the existence of any causes to be
jeopardised, secms criminal ; for while
the truth is therein set forth, they form
a powerful menace to the progression of
ERRONEOUS PRINCIPLES,

Faith emboldens, and creates a belief
in large possibilities. Inspired by the
past—fragrant with the memory of
God-imparted ‘mercies — the Church
looks away from disability and weak-
ness, yet; inwardly confess—

“His constant love, His faithful care.

Is all that saves us from despair.”
In appealing to the ‘‘ people who know
the Lord,” and honour Him by the dis-
bursement of their favours, our friends
exercise

REAL ANTICIPATORY FAITH,

and they believe the master will in-
fluence some to help to mitigate the
evil that afflicts them. That this may
be 80 is our heartfelt prayer, and the
humble purpose of our pen. Any kind
friends wishing to respond to this will,
by perusing the advertisement on cover,
discover to whom their offerings, how-
ever small, may be sent, for which a
grateful acknowledgment will be given.
~J, KNIGHTS.

GRAVESEND (Z0AR).—The Sunday-
8chool anniversary of Zoar Chapel,
Gravesend, was held on Wednesday,
Februa? 27th, when Mr. R. E. Sears
preached an interesting sermon in the
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afternoon. The friends partook of tea
in the school-room at five o'clock, and a
public meeting was held in the chapel
at 6.15, on which occasion Mr. Sears
presided and gave a very suitable ad-
dress, Mr. West, of Erith, who is a
great friend of Sunday-schools, also
gave an appropriate speech suited to all
present, he children sang special
pieces at intervals selected by the
worthy superintendent, Mr. Scott. Mr.
Stockwell, secretary to the Penrose-st.
Sunday-school, gave a very instructive
address in the light of Sabbath-school
work, after which the chairman called
on Mr.I. C. Johnson to distribute the
prizes, Thisbeing done, a collection was
taken on behalf of the school funds.
The children sang again ; the chairman
made further remarks and pronounced
the benediction, which concluded the
proceedings. The report read by the
secretary was very satisfactory.

LEE (DACRE-PARK BAPTIST CHAPEL).
—Our pastor’s (John Hunt Lynn) first
anniversary services were held on San-
day, March 3rd, and continued on Tues-
day, March 5th. On the Lord’s-day
brother F. C. Holden, Limehouse,
preached a very profitable and excellent
discourse from 1 John iv. 15. Our
pastor addressed a gathering of the
young in the afternoon, and preached
in the evening a very enjoyable sermon

from the words, ‘“ This do in remem-

brance of Me.” On Tuesday afternoon
our brother John Box preached a very
profitable sermon to the goodly number
of friends assembled to bid our pastor
God-speed in his work for the Master.
Tea was provided in the scheol-room.
A public meeting was held in the
chapel at 6.30. Our brother Walter
Abbott, Esq , presided, and spoke a few

earnest words of encouragement to our

astor. The Church Secretary, C. W.

ears, gave a short account of the new
departures of Christian service since oar
pastor’s settlement. A pastor’s Bible-
class had been started on Sunday after-
roons; conversational Bible study on
Thursday evenings. The Tract Society
has been revived. The Baptist:y has
been opened, and the eyes of the Church
were still looking towards the hills
from whence cometh their help. The
pastor followed with a short address.
Very earnest, refreshing, and invigora-
ting addresses were delivered by
brethren J. E. Flegg, T. Jones, C, West,
and E. White. Collections amounted to
£18. The meetings were in every way
very encouraging.—C. W. 8.

WOOLWICH (ENoN).—On February
28th, our brother Mr. W. H. Abrahams
ave his interesting and instructive
ecture upon ‘* Our Favourite Hymns:
Their Authors and Their Histories.” on
behalf of the Aged Pilgrims' Friend
Society; it was listened to with great
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interest. There was a good attendance,
and the collection amounted to £3 14s.
Our dear friend, Mr. J. W. Banks, was
to have presided, but was prevented by
illness. Mr. White, the pastor, ably
presided, and a very happy evening was
spent.

DUXNSTABLE.—The Church and
deacons of the Old Baptist Chapel,
Dunstable sincerely thank all those
ministerial brethren who have so kindly
supplied the pulpitsince our late pastor
(Mr. A. E. Realff) left, and are glad to
say that Mr. G. Batchelor (of Tring)
has accepted our invite to take the over-
sight of the Church, and preach at least
three Sundays in each month. Brother
House has also kindly consented to
preach the remaining Sundays in the
preseﬁt year, commencing with April,

OCR AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES.

29, Queen-street, March 2, 1895,
DEAR S1R,—Will you be good enough
to insert the enclosed letter in your next
month’s issue of the EARTHEN VESSEL
AXD GosPEL HERALD. I haveexamined
the hymns referred to by the writer,
and also read the sermon, both of which
bear out his statement, and think it only
fair to brother Turner’schurch that the
misstatement made to me when in the
colonies should be at once contradicted.

Faithfully yours,
JAMES MOTE.
“Ta.ymout‘p House, Dover,

Feb. 5, 1895.
“J. MoTE, Esq.

* Enclosed please find a selection of
hymns, as used at Lonsdale-street Bap-
tist Chapel, Melbourne, Victoria. I take
the liberty to ask you kindly to examine
hymns No.1 and 2 onwards, also see No.
531 and forward, when I trust you will
see it right to contradict in next month’s
EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL HERALD
your statement in this month’s issue,
that the above Church holds it unlawful
to pray to the Holy Ghost,

““My wife and selt were delighted
when we found the place out on our
visit in 1891. In fact, to us it was the
most verdant Gospel spot we came to in
our eighteen months’ tour. Mr. Turner,
their pastor, whom they all seemed to
iove and honour, had been laid aside for
three or four months previous to our
arrival; and, though we heard he was
alive a few monthe ago, he has never
preached since; but one of their mem-
bers, Mr. Hartshorn, ‘a State school-
master, was asked by the Church to
speak, and we never liked to lose an
opportunity of hearing him during the
two or three months we were there after
finding the place. He continues to sup-
ply the pulpit very acceptably. I also
enclose a sermon preached by him in
191, taken down by a lady, 2 member,

THE EARTHEN VESSEL

since deceased, if you have time, and
care to read it.

“Mr. Plaisted, the deacon who gives
out the hymns, assisted Mr. Turner to
select and arrange the hymns; so they
are in accordance with his views., Mr.
Fish (son of the late Mr. Fish, Baptist
minister) is another deacon. I was fre-
quently in their company, as well as
with Mr. Hartshorn, and another of
their members was baptized by our late
i)a.st,or, Mr. G. Webb, when at Maidstone.

am quite sure all their views are in
accordance with the truths advocated
in the EARTHEN VESSEL AND GOSPEL
HERALD, and they take it in, and am
sure they will be very sorry to read that
you have been misinformed concerning
them, “I am, sir, yours sincerely,

“J, ScotT.”

OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
IT was at a Sunday-school the writer
first learned to love the Bible, first
learned to pray, first learned to believe
in Jesus as the Saviour of sinners, and
first learned to endure persecution for
His sake. But I dare not say that I
was really born again until afterwards.
But it seemed more like a preparation
work. But we do love the Sabbath-
schools, and bless God for sendin
faithful men and women for the worE
in the past, and trust that He will
continue to raise up labourers, and bless
the seed sown, But it is not of our
work we would write. Our efforts are
very feeble. We often feel utterly
insufficient for these things, But there
is a fulness in Him, “from whom we
daily draw supplies” He is still
“mighty to save; for “Behold the
Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save; neither his ear heavy,
that it cannot hear.” Here is en-
couragement, both to ask and expect
thX 1l:lessing, even the salvation of souls.

MENDLESHAM GREEN,
in February, a meeting was held in
connection with the Sunday-school.
Tea was provided for the children and
helpers, and a public meeting was held,
our pastor presiding. The evening was
taken up by singing, reading, prayer,
and addresses b r. A, Knell, Mr.
Dickerson, and Mr. Potter. We felt
thankful to our pastor and Mr. Knell
for coming nine or ten miles to wish us
God-speed in the work. We thank them
for their encouraging words to us, and
in our turn we wish them God-speed.
“Press on! {he work is greaft, the victory

sure, |
The promise is to those who shall endure.’

May ministers and teachers realise
more than ever that they are co-workers
in the vineyard, and we stand in nped
of each other’s prayers and loving
counsel. May the love of Christ con-

| strain us to love one another.—L. S.

“Tireh,” Mendlesham-green, Stonham.
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IIOME MISSION WORK.

) Brief decount of the Annual Supper
in eonncetionwith the ** Lodging IHouse
Mission,” by NATHAN BARBER, of
Leicester.

ON a recent Wednesday evening, if you

had stepped into *Zion” schoolroom,

Erskine-street,Leicester, you wonld have

found part of the schoolroom curtained

off,a huge bright fire burning, three
long tables covered with white cloths,
plants upon each table, plates, and cups
and saucers shining brightly, with fifty
vacant chairs which seemed to say, we
are waiting for ‘the guests.” The
aspect was more inviting still when you
saw meat pies, fruit pies, lunch cakes,
and buttered rolls, together with the
fragrant odour from a large urn of
steaming hot coffee. Then you would
surmise thus: Is it being prepared for
the pastor, Mr. Hazelrigg, and his
deaconsand friends? Or are the teachers
and school friends coming? Well, the
guests are hidden,and the feast is spread,
but these, although we love them, are
not welcome guests to-night, for the
guests that are coming are not to be
made a spectacle of, “When thou makest

a feast call the poor, the maimed,

the lame, and the blind ” (Luke xiv, 13).

Let us go and watch the coming of the
uests, Emanating from a common

odging house, in a low locality, were

men, ill-clad, some very ragged and
hungry; in little tribes they wend their
way to “Zion.” The despised and off-
scouring of the earth some of them.
Some were once very respectable, but
are reduced to abject poverty through
drink, or some other evil; some from
misfortune (as the world calls it), but
some are confirmed thieves and liars,
some mendicant and some vagabonds,
and a few, if not all, *prodigals.” About
five minutes to seven, if we visited the
place they have deserted, we should find
scarcely one there; and if the police
detective went in search of a culprit,they
would not easily have discovered him.

But let us return to the schoolroom.

They have come, and are seated at the

tables; some we notice are sockless and

nearly bootless, and some shirtless; but
all had clean faces and looked bright
and happy at the prospect before them,
although only for an hour or two; a few
have collar and tie on and look quite
gentlemanly; but_before singing grace
wefelt the Lord Jesus Himself was fre-
quently surrounded by such as these.

Luke ix. 10—17 was read; all rose and

sang, “Be present at our table, Loxd.”

Then they did eat and were filled; * the

fragments” several poor, uninvited lads

were ready to devour. .

T}xree dear friends voluntarily gave
their assistance in serving, and at_the
meeting after also, which greatly added
to the pleasure of the men—viz., the
Misses Grace and Albina Challis, and
My J. Jeays, Just before eight o’clock
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tables were cleared and removed,and
chairs were placed in a group with the
least confusion possible. We endea-
voured to make them feel ‘‘at home;”
but as we more especially wanted to tell
them of the everlasting home on high,
the evening meeting commenced by all
heartily singing, " Oh! think of the
home over there.”” Yes, to hear them
singing, one could not doubt that " the
saints all immortal and fair” were, too,
joining in the song, and, perhaps, the
angels might even be rejoicing over one
poor repenting sinner, Surely we may
hope this—yea, may we not expect it !
How we longed for the salvation of their
souls! Mr. Jeays then read Luke xv.
Then earnest prayer was offered for the
Holy Spirit's presence and blessing upon
our meeting. Miss Grace Challis then
sang to them, inviting them that were
weary, guilty, burdened, and lost. to
‘“come to Jesus.” Miss Albina Challis
most touchingly recited, * I could not do
without Thee.” We again all joined in
singing that prayerful hymn, “Bless
me now,”’ after which, Miss K. Brown,
of Folkestone (the writer of the well-
known K, B. tracts and leaflets). very
suitably addressed the men, basing her
well-chosen remarks on Prov. xvill. 24,
“ And there is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother.” After singing
another hymn, Mr. Jeays gavea short
address, The last hymn, “Shall we
gather at the river?” was then sung,
when we were, verse by verse, led to
speak solemnly to these sounls, that soon
we too shall come to the margin of the
river, and how would it be with ns?
should we be found on the right hand
or on the left? should we be found with
Christ or without Christ ? This solemn,
though happy gathering, was brought
to a close by singing, “ Praise God from
whom all blessings flow.”

“GRANDMA, COME TO THE
CHURCH WHERE I GO!'™
JOTTINGS FROM QUEENSLAND.
MY DEAR NEPHEW,—In your December
number of the VESSEL we read a line as
follows: “Samuel Foster called home.”
How long he has had to wuit for
deliverance! We'remember well when
he was first taken ill, and thought his
end then was very near. We called on
him just previously to our leaving
England, to say * Good-bye,” and «uite
expected he would be taken home
before we reached this colony. But it
has not been so. God wanted him here
for a purpose, and taught him many
sweet lessons, and gave him many
happy experiences that otherwise he
could not have had, and, doubtless,
from his bed of affliction he has
greached many & sermon that will bear
ruit, and that has borne fruit, to the

glory of our God.
Month after month we have watched
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for the account of his departure. The
vision has tarried long, yet the trans-
lation has come. and our long-known
friend has taken his seat with “the
spirits of the just made perfect,”
among whom is your late beloved
father, who was, I believe, under God,
Samuel Foster's spiritual father, And
you, t00, have been highly honoured in
ministering to the necessities of this
saint. Your reward is sure, and, doubt-
less, vou have already received precious
instalment: of the same. “Inasmuch
ag ve have done it unto one of the least
of these My brethren, ye have done it
unto Me.”

Inthe October number of E.V. & G. H,,
under the heading, “ A Few Jottings
from Queensland,” referring to the
decease of one of our aged members, it
says: “ There is another sister against
whose name we must shortly write,
‘Fell on sleep.’” This dear sister
departed this life yesterday morning,
28th instant, at the age of nearly $5
vears, and I had to officiate at the
funeral yesterday afternoon. There is
much that is worth recording of this
sister’s experience. She was of Scotch
parentage, was in early days converted
to God, and connected with the Presby-
terian Church, in which she remained
till she left for Queensland. Here she
resided with her grandsons at South
Brisbane. In the month of February,
1893. we were visited with disastrous
floods. and the water rose several feet,
even in the second story of the house
where our sister resided. Witk much
difficulty the family were rescued. In
consequence of this they sought a house
on the north side of the river, in Gipp-
street, Institute Valley (a few doors from
“Jireh " Baptist Chapel). As a matter
to be expected, our aged friend became
very unwell; and. when in some measure
recovered, wanted to go to her Church,
but there was no Presbyterian Charch
near enough for her to go to.

In the meantime her little grand-
daughter had been admitted to our
Sunday-szhools, and one Sunday she
said :

‘ GRANDMA, COME UP TO THE CHURCH
WHERE I GO.

I think you will like it.”” The dear old
soul accepted the invitation. I observed
her in the congregation in the morning,
but did not speak to her. In the evening
she was there again,and I went and spoke
to her. ‘““Oh! sir,” she said, “I have
heard nothing like what you have told
28 to-day since I left home, and you have
reminded me of my late minister.” She
continued to come, and one Sunday we
had communion service, and she could
not understand why she was not asked
to join us. As well as we could we
explained to her why. That she had
not been haptized. ‘1 have,” she said;
“1 was baptized in infancy into the
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Scotch Kirk,” We replied:  Then you
were baptized before you believed, and
that is not the order of Christ.” And
we begged of her to go home, and
search the Scriptures prayerfully and
thoughtfully on this subject.

A few Sabbath evenings afterwards
there was a baptizing service. It im-
pressed her much. She was convinced,
and wondered why her minister bhad
never so explained the Scriptures to
her. She made application for baptism
and membership; and it was my
privilege to immerse her in the name of
the Trinity. She was well acquainted
with the Word of God, with the
above-mentioned exception. She was a
spiritually-minded woman, Age told
upon her, infirmities rapidly increased,
and she gradually got weaker and
weaker, The end came, and it was
peace. Her granddaughter said: *“ Can
I do anything for you, dear?” She
said : “ Nothing more.” And, having
said these words, she * fell asleep.” 1
saw her on Monday last, 21st, and her
daughter and I sang to her

ROCK OF AGES,

in which she joined. Thus, another of
our little band has exchanged earth for
heaven.

We have now, waiting and watching
for the coming of the Lord, one sister,
82 years; your aunt, nearly 80, and the
writer, 77 or near. The grace that
sought us has sustained us to this day,
and, we believe, will bring us right
home to glory.

Your aunt is very unwell, and I am
not feeling so well asusual. Much love
to you all,

Affectionately yours,
J. KINGSFORD.

Brisbane, Queensland, January 29th, 1895.

PAST AND PASSING EVENTS, de.

THE most prominent event of the past
month was the 24th anniversary meet-
ings of the Metropolitan Association of
Strict Baptist Churches, held at Brixton
Tabernacle.

*t*

Never, during our brief history, was
there a more striking determination
manifested by the adherents to the Scrip-
tural doctrine of free and sovereign
grace, to follow out the injunction of
the inspired word—''Keeping the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,”
than on this most*a.uspicious occasion.

*

The Brixton Tab:rnacle, with all its
excellent accommodation for a gathering
of this description, never looked better;
willing hands and warm hearts gladly
welcomed all true'fiiends.

Yes, the ¢ inﬂuen;a.” has touched us
all, more or less. All our chapels have
given visible proof of this. Mr. Gray
and Mr. Crowhurst, deacons of Surrey
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Tabernaocle, have been prostrated, and
several of Mr. Crowhurst’s household
have suffered. Mr., Rundell has also
peen ill and confined to his room; Mr.
(ray is seeking res'i‘: u;t Hastings,

Mr. Mead, of Nunhead Chapel, is
goriously ill; we pray the means used
for restoration may lle blessed.

»

A telegram reached the Committee of
the Strict Baptist Mission, on Saturday,
March 13, from brethren Hutchinson
and Booth, notifyi::g* their safe arrival,

*x
Our readers will note the forthcoming
Jubilee of Mr. Charles Hill's ministry
in Suffolk—Stoke Ash—there is to be a
presentation or testimonial, so says our
Suffolk correspondfn*t.

E ]

We have also a circular to the same
effect from Mr., W. Jeyes Styles, 1, Col-
lege-street, Islington, an extract from
which will be found in our ad vertisement
pages. We heartily unite in commend-
ing it to the a.tter»n‘tign of our readers,

We continue to hear favourable news
in regard to the effort to establish a
cause at Leyton. May the Lord still
smile on the effort. There isa popula-
tion of 76,000.

-
*

“ Rehoboth,” Portsmouth. These good
folk meet in Clarendon Hall (not
Assembly Rooms, as stated last month),
Clarendon-street, Lake-road. We hope
next month to publish our “Sea-side
Directory.”” Any information on this
point will oblige. Matt. vi. 33 refers to

oing into the country for recreation.

here are a lot of sea-side resorts where
there is no place of truth. There are
a number vice versa. We will do our
best to enlighten our readers in this
respect.

* %
3
We understand, Mr. W. Tooke has
taken up his residence at Bury-St.-
Edmunds, and also enters upon a twelve
monthe’ engagement at the cause there,
commencing first S*ur.lday in April.

No, we never he;rd or read of the
“Rev.” Apostle Paul, or the *Rev.”
Simon Peter. We do not think these
terms were in use in their day; they
belong to the more enlightened period.

THE AGED PILGRIMS' CORNER.

THE death-rate of the last few weeks

as been seriously felt in the lists both
of subscribers and pensioners. Many
warm-hearted supporters of the institu-
tion have been called to their eternal
rest, and a large number of pensioners
have ended their pilgrimage, the dying
testimonies of some being of a very
graoious character. A very large num-
ber of new pensioners have been added
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to the list; therefore additinnal sub-
scribers are grea.tly l:eeded.

*

The arrangements for the summer
anniversaries of the asylums will be
soon complete. Mr. E. Mitchell will
preach at Camberwell, and Messrs. T.
Davis and H. Gruber at Hornsey-rise.
Mr. Davis is Vicar of Harborne, Bir-
mingham, and a faithful and discrimi-
nntinﬁ preacher. Mr.Gruber frequently
preaches at Gower-street with much
acceptance.

X*#

Mr. E. Ash lectured at Hornsey-rise
asylum, on March 20th, on “ A Tour in
Scotland,” to a large and appreciative
audience. Proceeds were for Mainte-
nance Fund, which is heavily drawn
upon. Thanks were warmly expressed
to this kind friend of the Lord’s aged
poor for his va.lued*hflp.

*

The close of the Society's financial
year on March 3lst shows steady pro-
gress in every direction. To our gra-
cious God be all ths praise.

*

Dr. Doudney said of the Society: “I
regard it as one very specially favoured
of the Lord. I venture to add that I
think a characteristic Scriptural motto
for your excellent institution would be
that with which I recently closed my
well-nigh thirty-two years’ ministry at
Bedminster, and with which I hope to
finish my earthly career—namely. ‘* God
is faithful.”

Racriage,

BrOWN— CRUCH.— On_ March 3rd,
1895, at Zion, New Cross, Deptiord. S.E.,
by the pastor, Mr. T. Jones, Mr. Alfred
E. Brown to Miss Alice Cruch, both
members of the Church. Many friends
assembled to witness the service, and to
express their hearty congratulations
:_.nd good wishes for their future wel-
are.

En SfMemoriam,

Mrs. EMMA BEAZLEY entered into
rest, on January 24th, at the age of 66.
Although for many of those years a suf-
ferer, her fatal illness lasted rather less
than a week. Our sister was steadily
upheld by her Lord in her dying hour.
She knew she was going home, and was
ready for the journey. Thus is once
more written on our hearts, *He is
faithful.” Thanks be unto Goed who
gave her the victory. To the majority
among us Mount Zion will seem incom-
plete in her absence, it being thirty-four
years since she became a member of the
Church, as a seal to the ministry of
John Koreman. Like her pastor, she
was & staunch supporter of the doctrines
of grace. As a Dorcas worker and
treasurer, she will be greatly missed.



At other causes of truth also many will
miss our sister, especially at anniversary
and at other public gatherings. At her
funeral our esteemed brother Wilson
solemnly and kindly officiated before
many friends in the cemetery chapel,
and at the graveside the writer was
permitted to express a little of his great
esteemn for the promoted one. hus
closes the earthly history of the widow
of our beloved brother Edward Beazley,
so long known and still so fragrantl
remembered as one who preaeheg
“nothing among ™ men, “but Christ
and Him crucified.”—W. S. M., Mount
Zion, Hill-street, Dorset-square, N.W,

MARY BrowN, the beloved wife of
William Brown, of Hornsey, a member
of the Strict Baptist Chapel, Tottenham,
passed away Feb. 25th. She has left a
large sorrowing family, but her end
was peace.—THOS. HOUSE.

EDWARD DAGWELL, of Esher, was a
member of the little Strict Baptist cause
at Claygate, Surrey. for thirty-three
vears. He was baptized by William
Collins. of Esher, now pastor of the
church at Ripley. Our brother was one
among the few that established the little
cause in Claygate, He was a real lover
of the good old Gospel, and often had to
bear hardness for the truth he held so
dear. He was superintendent of the
Sabbath-schooland deacon of the Church
for many years. He was a quiet man,
but steadfast in the divine life; a humble
walker. and one whose life was consis-
tent with the Gospel he professed. His
spiritual conversation was very savoury
and experimental, and encouraging to
seekers. He was for the last year of his
life often prevented from meeting with
us, through shortness of breath; he often
tried to come, but failed in the attempt.
The last time he was permitted to be
present he expressed his great pleasure
that the Lord had heard his prayer, and
granted him his request, by blessing the
Word to his soul. His house (like many
others) was not as he desired, and was
often silent; but a few days before he
died the dear Lord gave him grace
enough to unloose his tongue, in the
presence of those around his bed, in
prayer and praise, and, being helped by
the Spirit. said *“ he had been silent, but
now it must come out.” A brother went
to see him a short time before he died,
and he was peacefully waiting for the
pummons, which came on Jan. 4, 1895,
at the age of 71.—T. RUSH.

ALEXANDER G1BsON died Jan. 4, 1895,
in his 80th year,at Kimberley House,
Helsea. Hants, after two days’ illness.
Our beloved friend and brother was
indeed a shock of corn fully ripe, and
the memorial card before usis most sug-
gestive when it eays, ‘' he passed into the
presence of Him whom he loved.” He
was baptized by the late Mr. Hanks, for
many vears a member and some years a
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deacon of “ Carmel,” Woolwich,and was
one of the old supporters of the late
C. W, Banks, and it was onlylast Decem-
ber we heard him say he had taken in
the EARTHEN VESSEL since its com-
mencement. All that was mortal, was
laid to rest at Eastney Cemetery, Ports-
mouth, the service being conducted by
the late Dr. Doudney's old friend, Rev.
J. C, Martin, of Portsmouth. All these
associations point to the fact that
another pillar is removed, one firm in
the truth, as well as a father in Israel
having been called home. May many
such be raised up in this evil day, to
defend the faith once delivered unto the
saints, May our covenant God comfort
and bless the sorrowing widow, as well
as the two sons in South Africa, so prays
—“THE SPARED LIFE.’

NATHANIEL HART, our dear father,
departed this life March 6th, aged 76
years.. He always had a dread of death,
and often used to say, “I wonder how
it will be with me at the last.”” He
was wonderfully supported in his ill-
ness, which was short, and was the
result of an accident. A day or two
before he died he asked to have “Rock
of ages, shelter me” sung, and started
the tune himself. A few hours before
the end came he said, *‘It is all right,”
and just previous to his passing away
he tried to repeat; “ His love in time
past,” etc. Thus he passed peacefully
away without a struggle or a groan.—
H. J. HART,

PHILLIS ADA HoUsg, aged 21,
daughter of James House, minister,
Canterbury, died on March 4th, 1895.
Deceased fell in o fit on the stairs, while
staying with friendsat Smallfield,which
caused concussion of the brain, from
which she died. We trust we can say of
her, “ It is well.”

SARAH HOUSE, widow of the late
William House, Baptist minister, de-
parted this life Feb, 25th, aged 856. Our
mother was not a talker, bat a humble
walker for about 70 years. After read-
ing the 34th Psalm, I said, “That'sa
nice Psalm.” She answered, *‘ Yes.,” I
also quoted the verse, ‘ My hope is built
on nothing less,” &c., wgich she very
much liked, and then prayed with her.
Two days before she died, on visitin‘g
her, I told her a friend had sent his
love, and said she would soon be home.
She replied, ““I hope s0.” I said, ‘ You
know in whom you are trusting?” She
answered, “I am trusting Jesus.” I
said, “ That is a good foundation,” She
replied,  Yes,” and then seemed to lose
consciousness more or less, and did not
Lknow us after that. These words came
powerfully to my mind after her death,
“I heard a voice from heaven, saying,
Write, Blessed are the dead which die
in the Lord ” (Rev. xiv. 13). She wasa
member of the Strict Baptist Chapel,

Tottenham.~TH0S. HOUSE.



' "° MR. ROBERT YOUNG BANKS.
(See page 133.)

@he Good  Shegherd..

By EDWARD MITCHELL. . .

B en 741 am the'good Shepherd.”—Jolin x. 11. .
BE “Holy Scriptures” of the ‘Old and New Testaments form :one
blessed book. - The Old Testament contains the New in embryo,
and. the New is the fulfilment .of the Old. God had promised His
people a Shepherd: I will save My flock; .. . . and.I will set up one
shepherd over them, and he shall feed them; even My servant Davids
he shall feed them, and he shall be their shepherd” (Ezek. xxsxiv.
22, 23). In the. fulness of time came Jesus, and here.in the presence of
Pharisees.and ‘Scribes, as well as a few of His.own disciples, He claims
to be the promised « Shepherd of Israel.” - e ;-
I 'am’the good Shepherd is @ grand claim.  The I amms of Jesus are
worthy of our.closest regard. “Iam the. Bread of Life,” ““T am tha

Vor. LI. May, 1895. K
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Resurrection and the Life,” I am the Door,” “Iam the true Vine,”
“T am the good Shepherd "—are not these echoes of that gloriouy
passage where God said unto Moses, “T AM THATT AM”? 1If we
could imaginc the words of our Lord in the mouth of a mere Galilean
mechanic, would they not be absurd and preposterous—yea, even blas-
phemous ?  But in the lips of Him who, while He was the man Christ
Jesus, was also Jehoval of hosts, the language is appropriate and heavt-
cheering. The identity of Jesus with the Lord who spake to Moses is
plainly asserted by Himself. Said He to the DPharisees, * Before
Abraham was I AM.” That they understood what He was claiming is
manifest, for on hearing His words, ‘‘ they took up stones to cast at
Him,” conceiving Him to have been guilty of blasphemy. ¢ Jehovah
is my Shepherd; I shall not want,” so sings * the sweet Psalmist of
Israel.” We too can sing, with added sweetness, Jehovah-Jesus is our
Shepherd: we shall not want. It is the same glorious Lord, but now
clothed with our humanity, that shepherds His flock, as in the days
of old.

The metaphor of a shepherd is largely employed in the word. After
that of gardener the shepherd is the most ancient of occupations. Abel,
the second man born into the world, the leader of the moble army of
martyrs, and the first redeemed soul that entered heaven, was a keeper
of sheep. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and his sons were all shepherds.
David, too, was a shepherd boy in his youth. From that lowly position
he was raised to the throne of Israel to be the shepherd of God’s people:
* He chose David also His servant, and took him from the sheepfolds;
from following the ewes great with young He brought him to feed
Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance. So he fed them according
to the integrity of his heart, and guided them by the skilfulness of his
hands.” Thus David was made a type of his Lord, the good Shepherd
of Israel. Isaiah also proclaims concerning the Messiah: “ He shall
feed His flock like a shepherd; He shall gather the lambs with His
arm, and carry them in His bosom, and gently lead those that are with
young.”

This figure is appropriate, sweet, and suggestive. Sheep are helpless
things needing a shepherd’s care. How true is this of God’s people!
The shepherd’s office is an arduous and responsible one, requiring
patience, gentleness, and much skill. Let Jacob instruct us here:
* Twenty years have I been with thee; thy ewes and thy she-goats have
not cast their young, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. That
which was torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of it;
of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day or stolen by
night. Thus I was, in the day the drought consumed me, and the frost
by night; and my sheep departed from mine eyes.” What a picture
of arduous and responsible toil is here ! And for gentleness and skill
we have his words to Esaun: “ The children are tender, and the flocks
and herds with young are with me; and if men should overdrive them
one day, all the flock will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over
before his gervant; and I will lead on softly, according as the cattle that
goeth before me and the children be able to endure.” The good Shep-
herd has had an arduous office, and is responsible for the safety and
welfare of the flock. The Father gave them to Him, and they were told
out one by one; they must be told back in the same way: they shall all
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pass again under the rod of him that telleth them, nor shall one he
missing: “I give unto them,” says He, “eternal life, and they shall
unever perish, neither shall any one plack them out of My hand.” The
honour and glory of the Shepherd arises from the well-being of His
flock., Should any be lost, or really injured, His glory would be
tarnighed.

The good Shepherd possesses nll the necessary qualifications for the
discharge of His office.  His knowledye extends to every member of the
flock, and is of the most intimate character. “I know My sheep,” He
says, “and He calleth His own sheep by name.” He is acquainted with
every circumstance connected with each sheep, and knows all their
experiences, peculiarities, and inward exercises. He possesses alnighty
power, and can gather His sheep from all quarters of the world, and
protect them. ¢ Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold, them
also I must bring,” “ and none is able to pluck them out of His hand.”
His love to His sheep s inconcetvubly great, passing knowledge. He laid
down His life for them, and He lives to care for them for ever. He is
matchless in skill, for He is the only wise God. Sheep are delicate
things, and subject to many complaints, but the good Shepherd never
fails to cure the diseased, and ever feeds them with suitable food. His
patience 18 unrivalled. Sheep are silly creatures, often wayward, and
prone to go astray, but the good Shepherd’s patience has never been
exhausted. He bears with our folly, endures our waywardness, and
restores us when we wander. No shepherd was ever so fender as Jesus
is. He never overdrives His flock; He tenderly carrics the lambs in
His bosom, and gently leads poor, tronbled, burdened souls. His sympathy
is ever with the sorrowful and the weak.

Jesus is emphatically THE good Shepherd. There have been many
faithful under-shepherds; there are a few even in this dark and cloudy
day. But the sheep are indebted to #4¢ good Shepherd for every one of
these, and none of them, nor all of them together, can for a moment
compare with Him. There is none like Him in heaven above, nor in
the earth beneath. He laid down His life for His own sheep; He feeds
them now with sweet tokens of His love, and upon His own flesh and
blood, but He has prepared richer pastures and sweeter streams for them
in the better country. He protects them here from all their enemies,
leads them safely through this wilderness world, and soon will gather
them all in His fold above. Happy are “ the people of His pasture,
the sheep of His hand.” Reader, is this good Shepherd thine ?

OUR PORTRAIT GALLERY.—No. V.

Mr. RoBeErRT YouNG BANKS.
BY HIS BROTHER SAMUEL JAMES BANKS.

‘WOSES, the man of God, speaks: “ We spend our years as a tale that
1 is Lold,” or as a meditation. “ Our years are three score years and
ten ”; or by reason of strength, eren four score years. * It is soon cut
off, and we fly away.” Such is true to thelife and experience of the four
brothers, whose language has been, * Surely gooduess and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life.” And echo is heard, ** I shall dwell in
the house of the Lord for ever.”
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I have been asked by a dear relative to forward him a brief sketch
of my more recently deceased brother, whe survived his elder brother
about six weeks, our eldest brother haviug entered into his rest nine years
gince, leaving the youngest of the four for a season to mourn the loss of
the three, who were knit together by the fondest ties of brotherly love and
spiritual relationship. Though not adapted for the task, I could not
refuse the request to bear a loving tribute to the memory of one dear to
each in life, and in death not divided. It is, however, but right to say
that being some seven, nine, and eleven years the junior of the three
departed brothers, they had left home for life’s activities before my
coming on the stage of a busy life; so that I.am not in a position to
gather any special features of their early life at home, or the after
separate paths they trod. My fond brother just now gonme home was
born at Ashford, Kent, in 1810. Of his new birth I am not able to
give date or circumstances. But pleasurable shadows bring before me a
moral youth, afterwards a spiritual man in Christ Jesus, born from above,
and up to glory bound, and in his onward steps giving evidences of the
rich experience of one taught by the Spirit, and led into sweet inter-
course with God as his Father; and Jesus who, as his Saviour, was precious
to him.

The doctrine of free and unmerited grace was dear to him, and gave
tone to his preaching and a freedom in the proclamation of salvation to
the perishing through the boundless riches of that grace:- ‘ Not of
works, lest any man should boast.” The grace of God that bringeth
salvation appeared to him in early life; but it was later on in life’s
journey ere he was brought into the liberty of the Gospel. This, I
believe, he was led into instrumentally under the preaching of his elder
brother,* giving him the keynote of spiritual teaching, which he after-
wards ministered so long and acceptably to his flock, teaching and
encouraging the anxious soul and the inguirer after truth, and faithfully
holding out the red flag of warning to the ungodly for whom Christ died.
The truth he preached to others he fed on himself, ascribing all the glory
to the Anthor and Finisher of our faith.

The matters relating to his temporal steps were varied and often
perplezing, but in these, as well as in spiritual things by the grace of
God, he pressed toward the mark; and reaching a point of comparative
competency, be gave himself to the service of God and for the further-
ance of His cause, which he never laid down till the Master he loved
called him aside to rest awhile. Seeking the growth of his people in
grace and in fruits of righteousness, he sought to strengthen and build
up the cause during the years he dwelt among them. I have been with
him in trouble, united with him in prayer, listened to him in preaching
the everlasting Gospel. I have seen him in his home and public life,
and in these different circumstances and exercises I have beheld the
Christian in armour, ¢ fighting the good fight of faith.”

I can also rejoice to refer to him as a Aumble follower of the Lord
Jesus, and in his own way listen to him repeating the utterance of Paul
as his own language: “ Unto me who am the least of all saints is this
grace given, that I should preach . . . the unsearchable riches of
Christ.” To the praise of God I can testify of my brother now in glory.

* We hieard our departed uncle once say he was brought into the liberty of the
Gospel while listening to his elder brother, C. W. B., at Brabourne, Kent.—J. W. B.
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1 could never trace anything but that which portrayed the humble
Christian, wanting to love and trust Jesus more and serve Him more
faibhfullty.

The four brothers and one brother-in-law, Mr. John Kingsford, of
Brisbane, Queensland, began their spiritual life and labours in the same
spot in and about Canterbury; were members of the same Church;
preached in the same pulpits; aud were partakers of the same delight
which true religion never fails to bring to its possessors, adding joy to
life and the peace the world cannot give. But time brought them to a
place where several roads met, and each took some separate path, but all
preachers of the same Gospel of “ Jesus Christ and Him crucified.”

I had often heard my eldest brother, who at that time preached at
King-street Ba]itlist Charch, Canterbury, and still remember them as
seasons of refreshing, though then in my youth. I believe I am right
in stating this to be the experience of the others referred to. He, how-
ever, left for London, and after about fifty years’ unceasing labour there,
vigiting most of the towns in England, with much writing, and editing
the EARTHEN VESSEL for about the same period, be finished his last
article and fell asleep in his eighty-first year.

My next brother went to Nottingham, and after some few years
entered the Church of England, and during his active service was for
twenty-five years chaplain to Her Majesty’s Convict Prison, Portsmouth;
an engagement, as he told me, he loved, and the prisoners loved him for
his work’s sake: ‘“ Grace all the work shall crown.” In a letter from
this brother a short time since, he writes: *“My own, as well as my
dear wife's experience you may read in Psalm ciii., especially verses
1—5." I read them, and noting the fact in the margin of my Bible,
added, * Yes, and mine.—S. J. B.”

In the year 1860, our dear brother-in-law, Mr. John Kingsford, who
for some years had laboured in word and doctrine at Egerton, Kent, left
for Australia, and for thirty-four years has been the pastor of Jireh
Church, Brisbane. Shortly after his removal to this distant colony, my
last brother took charge of the Egerton Church, and during a period of
thirty years laboured amongst them there in loving service.

The short interval between the removal of these two brothers greatly
loved by me has been a heavy stroke, and has left me in this aspect alone
waiting the summons calling me away. I had indulged the hope of
geeing the two fond ones this summer, but this cannot be. I must cross
the little river ere I can see those who have entered into rest. The one
to whom I have more particularly referred in this imperfect sketch of
Mr. Robert Young Banks, spent his whole life of eighty-five years in
the county of Kent, in which he was born, in which he fell on sleep, and
from which he ascended in a chariot of love to his prepared home in
glory. His tabernacle has been slowly taken down, but as he passed
through the experience so graphically described by the preacher, the son
of David (Beccles. xii. 3—7), he patiently watched and waited the
removal of that which set the Spirit free, and returned to God who gave
it, *‘to be for ever with the Lord.”

O coME, eat and drink abundantly, O beloved; there is no fear of
excess here; though one drop of Christ be sweet, the deeper the
sweeter.—Dyer,



138 THE EARTHEN VESSEL

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE'S PAGE.
HomE axp Comamon THINGS.—No. V. BREAD.

IDE by side with water, bread ranks as one of the first and foremost
wants of everyday life, and it would be hard to say which is the
most important of the two; for while a person may exist longer without
bread than without water, yet we know how soon the lack of food
causes pain and exhaustion; and hunger unrelieved must be followed by
starvation and death. Bread is called the ‘“staff of life,” because life
leans upon it. A cake baked on the coals and a cruse of water was the
“meat ’ which sustained Elijah on his journey to Mount Horeb.
“ Bread shall be given him and his water shall be sure” (Isa. xxxiii.
16), was God’s way of assuring all needed supplies to His people; while
the saying, ¢ He eateth no bread and is hungry, he drinketh no water
and is faint,” presents us with the same idea in another form. Bread
was not always from wheat. There was the coarse barley bread the poor
people of Palestine had to eat, the rice so much used in India, and other
grains more or less nourishing. We, too, now in our own country are
invited and pressed to try a good many varieties of wheaten bread—
whole-meal, germ, cytos, and ever so many other sorts, each claiming to
be more digestive, nourishing, or wholesome than the rest. Still, it is
all bread, and bread remains a staple commodity amongst us, and when
in health we eat it with almost everything, and at every meal, and never
grow tired of it.

That was wonderful bread which God gave the Israelites for forty
years in the wilderness. The manna which He rained down upon them
morning by morning was a choice confection, We read that ‘' the
taste of it was like wafers made with honey,” and the cakes made of it ate
as if they had been made and baked with fresh pure oil. Now both
these ingredients, oil and honey, were favourite articles in the food of
the people; and in the land of Canaan, with its olive-trees, and fruits
and flowers, they found a land flowing with milk and honey and plenty
of oil. But in the desert they could obtain neither the one nor the other,
and God kindly gave them by a miracle what they could not get in the
natural way. They admired and enjoyed the provision very much at
first, but when they had become accustomed to it, they ceased to wonder
and no longer appreciated the blessing, and so they complained that
they were not sufficiently nourished with ‘nothing but that manna
before their eyes.” How often are we like them, fretful and ungrateful!
The common things of life we think little of, because they are
“common,” and yet, what would life be without these common things?
If God removed onr common blessings for a single day, how soon we
should discover how good they were by feeling their loss! Obh, for
grateful hearts to acknowledge and prize the goodness of the Lord!

When Jesus was on earth He wrought a wonderful miracle cn two
different occasions, by making some small cakes of bread and some little
fishes feed and satisfy a multitude of hungry people. When He mnlti-
plied five barley cakes and two small fishes so that five thousand men
hesides women andchildren were fed, the people again sought Him, hoping
He would repeat the miracle. But instead of that He bade them
labour not for the meat, the food that perisheth, but for that which
endureth unto everlasting life, which He, the Son of man, would give
unto all who sought the blessing at His gracious hands. And then He
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declared Himself to be the Bread of life that came down from heaven,
and whoever received Him should live for ever. Yes, Jesus is the
living Bread. Other bread sustains life naturally for a time, but those
who ate the manna all died at length; and all who eat earthly bread
pass away in due course and are known here no more. But Jesus gives
and sustaing within His people’s hearts a life that never dies. He first
gives them living desires after Him, and He says, ¢ Blessed are they
that Aunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled 7’;
and He Himself fills the hungry with good things, and satisfies them
with His mercy and His salvation. And by eating the Bread of life
we may understand #hinking about Jesus; medifating on His love, His
grace, His words, and His great atoning work as the hymn expresses it:
“We’ll think of all He did and eaid,
And suffered for us here below;
The path He marked for us to tread,
And what He's doing for us now.”

And if by faith, which is the gift of God, we are helped to receive Jesus
into our hearts as our only Saviour, our hope, our life, our all, we eat
His flesh and drink His blood and have eternal life through Him. For
it i8 a cructfied Jesus that is the sinner’s Saviour; not only a good and
perfect example, but an atoning sacrifice for sin; and there is salvation
in no other, and “ none other name is given under heaven among men
whereby we must be saved.” May Jesus be all our salvation and all our
desire. ““ Lord, evermore give us this bread.” H. 8. L.

THE PRIVILEGES AND DUTIES OF CHURCH
MEMBERS.
By PasTor WREN, OF BRENTFORD.

An Address delivered to the Church at Keppel Street, March 19th, 1895, at the
Settlement of Mr. Chilvers as Pastor.
THE gervices of this day awaken in my mind memories of the past. In
1871 I stood np in the midst of a well-filled chapel and answered
the usual questions such ag we have heard to-day put to your minister.
Mr. Thomas Wilson, of Clare, stated the nature of a gospel church.
Mr. Beach, of Chelmsford, called by many “ the Bishop of Essex,”
asked the usual questions, and Mr. Samuel Collins, of Grundisburg, gave
me my ministerial charge. In the evening Mr. John Bunyan M’'Cure
gave the charge to the Church. I was glad to hear the simple and
artless account your minister has given us here to-day of himself.
Variation is one of the divine marks of God’s workmanship, and is often
very small in its beginnings, but always bears the mark of divine
reality.
Myy work this evening is to give an address to the Church worshipping
in this house of God, suitable to this occasion. .
1.—The Church of Christ must be a serving community. There
may be wives here who are not subject to their husbands, but that
cannot be the Church of Christ which is not subject to Him. The
worship of God must stand first in your service. When Barnabas came
down to Antioch he “exhorted them all that, with purpose of heart,
they would cleave unto the Lord.” Let nothing lay nearer to your
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heart than the worship of God. In order to do this in a godly manner
you must “ be filled with the Spirit.”

Such a wonderful precept may seem quite out of our reach, but God
has provided means for the attainment of this gracious frame of heart,
and tll)lle well-instructed Christian knows that such a precept is quite
possible.

Take heed of making void any part of God’s Holy Word, and never
impose silence upon the most difficult precepts. To “be filled
with the Spirit " is a rare preparation jor the worship of God.
This is /ear! preparation, and will set in lively motion Godward
every wheel in your soul. If this vineyard of your heart is kept in
order, the worship of God will be a most excellent exercise for
every power you possess, and you will be joyful in God’s house of
prayer.

Let your attendance be regular. If you are not in your places on
the Lord’s-day your minister will wonder where you are and what you are
doing. Are they cleaning boots ? or spring cleaning ? or cooking
dinner ? And perhaps you would not like him to know.

I have heard of a family who would be thought religious, and, being
absent from the house of God on the Lord’s-day morning, the minister
called to learn the reason; and as he was walking up the cottage garden
a member of the family saw him coming, and said, * Here comes the
parson ! carry the boiler into the back yard.”

See that you get to the house of God in time. “I would be there
when prayer begins.” I have said to some hearers, “ Is your clock
slow ? 7 The minister »us? be in time, and why shouid you be late ?
It is very painful for him to come into the pulpit, and find many of the
worshippers absent. It is like wrapping a wet blanket around him.

All Wesleyans are not fools. Some of them are much more
practical than the Calvinists. He was both wise and witty who said :
“In old times the people arrived early at the house of God, and were
waiting for the signal to praise God in the first song. But now God
got there first, and was waiting for praise.” ¢ Praise waiteth for Thee,
0 God, in Zion.” )

If you fear God and love your minister, you will be punctual in your
attendance. This is the best practical proof that you can give Him of
your love, and He will value this more than all your gifts.

Again. Read your Bibles. Ministers ought to read the Holy
Scriptures, and the Church ought to be wise in the Word of God.
It is easier to speak to a people wise in the Scriptures than to those
who read them but little. You have heard in the address to the
minister that “some ministers have a very little Bible,” and I may say
that many Churches have even a much smaller one. If I see a man
in the street with only one string to his fiddle, I never stop tolisten,
for I am guite sure the melody will not be very rich.

Attend the prayer meetings, and let them e prayer meetings. Do
not use them as opportunities to express your dislikes at.  If you have
any, speak to God about them in secret, for if you voice your grievance
at the prayer meeting, you say very plainly to every thinking r_nmd that
your complaints are meant for human ears and not for the divine.

1L—7The Church of Clrist must be separate. — Separation is the law
of adoption and hetrethal.  « Hearken, O danghter, and consider. .
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lforget,” &c. Separation arises from divine consecration. The same
blood which redeemed the soul from sin touches the toe, the thamb, and
the ear, of every God-made priest. Separation is one of the visible
marks of divine workmanship—** And GGod divided the light from the
darkness,” and the waters from the earth. There is a beauntiful line of
separation running throughout the whole Bible, and God’s elect are
made manifest by their separation.

See that your separation arises more from divine consecration than
from a spirit of aceticism ; for this will make you singular and proud,
instead of holy and humble. If you are consecrated in your inmost
soul the outward separation will be easy, and the narrow way will not be
too narrow for your feet, nor the commands of God grievous to vou.
God does not speak to His Church as if the members of it were a lot of
wooden dolls, but as to living children.

Take heed that you are separate from this ungodly world. A short
time ago I saw the question asked in a periodical belonging to our own
section of the Christian Church, as to whether it was right for & member
of the Chureh to go to a theatre ? Has religion sank as low as this *
so as to print such a question. Can anyone make such an inquiry
without a crimsoned face ? What would such a state of things been
thought of forty years ago? True religion is the same in every age.
Let the Bible be your rule of separation and not the worldly customs of
this ungodly age.

- Beware of imitating the religious world. Let the worship of God be
severely simple. Adopt none of the modern improvements. Be not
severe yourself, but let the form of worship be severely simple. In
maintaining the cause of God have no recourse to bazaars for getting
money. I cannot think that God is so very short of money that He i3
obliged to beg a loan of the devil. If you cannot maintain the cause
of God in this place of worship by honourable means, it is far more
honest to let it sink than to use sinful means to carry it on. If pro-
fessing Christians are determined to adopt Pagan methods for the
maintenance of the cause of God, let them ; but let ns come out from
among them, and not even tonch the unclean thing, that we may know
a Father’s care and embrace.

Just as much as you introduce these things into your assemblies,
just so much of God’s presence is withdrawn from you.

In the prophecy of Ezekiel God removes from His usual seat and rest,
from between the cherubim, and stands in the aisle of His house ; then He
lingers on the threshold as if He was loathe to leave it. These -with-
drawals of His presence were no canse of grief to the people, but they
still continued to worship idols and take the eastward position. At last
He went quite away from the house and the city, and I heard a voice
which said, ¢ Blessed be the glory of the Lord from His place,” justifying
the removal of His divine presence from the people on account of
their sins; and our own times are not unlike those of this prophet.
As soon as Churches turn aside from the ways of the old paths unto
human inventions their prosperity declines and virtually ceases.

IIL.—The Church of Christ nust be a witness-bearing Church. She
must hold forth the word of life, and the word of light. When
I was a little boy I used to hold the candle for my father, and he used

to tell me to hold it so that I see myself, then he could see. Endeavour to
IA
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hold forth the word of light both practically and testimonially, If you
have the root of real religion in your soul, your practice will be first
and your testimony will be second. Every attempt to bear witness
without the root will make every act like so many cut flowers. Let each
member of this Church endeavour to bear witness of the truth, and be
not content without it, and take heed of being partial in the word.
Suppress no part of it, but labour to reflect the whole. Let the precept
be fully voiced in your midst ; you require it, “though ye know these
things, and be established in the present truth.” The Gospel’of Christ
never made men narrow. The more you know of the grace of the
Gospel in your soul the more it will enlarge your heart. Men and
human systems may thrust your feet into Chinese boots, and sew you
up in a strait jacket ; but the knowledge of His grace will burst them
from off you, and you will take delight 1n bearing witness of that Gospel
which has become the Gospel of your salvation, so that your fellows
may hear and see the secret of real happiness.

Labour to answer to the description given to you by the Lord Jesus,
“ Ye are the light of the world.” Then shine out bright and clear, and
reflect His character in your daily life, in the workshop, and especially
in your home. Let your families know and see the grace of God.

Children have great discernment in knowing what a Christian should
be. One was asked, a short time back, ¢Is your father a good man ?”
“I don’t know ; mother was a good woman.” An aged Christian once
told me, “ I should have been an infidel but for my godly mother. I
have seen her face beam with heavenly delight, and her daily life was
oue chapter of unbroken reality.”

Read the Word of God with your families, and pray for and pray with
them, “Ye are the salt of the earth.”” Salt is not sprinkled very
thickly upon that we wish to preserve ; neither has the Lord sprinkled
His salt over the earth very thickly. Yet how very preservative a little
salt is! See that you lose not your saltness. You hold the doctrine of
the final perseverance of the saints. It is quite proper to do so, but, at
the same time, it is most healthy to remember that in the Bible we have
salt which has lost its savour, and is neither fit for the land nor the
dunghill. We have wirgins shut out ; Christian workers unknown to
Christ ; froitless branches in the vine, and some who drank of that Rock
(and that Rock was Christ), overthrown in the wilderness, and names
blotted out of the book of life, &c. Some texts give us heaven’s view of
God’s elect, other texts give us earth’s view of them as they appear to
men. The first is what they truly have and are, the second is what
they appear to have and not what they truly are. If you would main-
tain your saltness, you must keep close to God’s great lump of salt, Christ
Jesus.

There are several honourable titles given to you by Jesus Christ
besides those named, such as “ the pillars of the earth,” “a kind of first
fraits of His creatures” ; and the present intention is that ye should
show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into
His marvellous light.,” That word “ praises ” is virtues in the margin,
and your graces are reflex shadows of the divine perfections so as to
exhibit the character and dispositions of God to men.

IV.—The Church of Clrist must care for each member. See thab
you exercige great care for your minister.. This day will soon be over,
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and the freshness, especially the natural freshness of all that is at
present new, will soon pass away. He will find it 80 ; and you that are
seasoned know it by experience. Help him by your prayers. Read the
letters to the Churches, and see how this duty is enjoined upon the
‘Churches.

Do not be selfish. Some will sometimes pray that the minister may
preach the truth whether men will hear or whether they will forbear. And
that often means “preach go as to please and suit my taste,and never mind
what these around me think.” The work is very weighty, and the
solemnity of the times increases the weightiness of it, and make the
work much more difficult. Supply your minister with money, so that
he may be able to provide things honest in the sight of all men. Some
members of Churches like what they call ¢ a tried ministry,” and if all
the members of our Churches were like themselves the minister would
be fried indeed. He would often go hungry to the pulpit. Cast your
eye upon such persons and you will soon learn the secret of their love for
a tried ministry. The love of money is often the root of it. A half-
penny goes a long way in their idea of charity, and sixpence makes a
tremendous rattle, and lasts a whole year or more.

Do not let your minister get into debt. He must be careful not to.
This has been one of my great concerns not to get into debt. Do not
be critical in your hearing the word. If I have a critical hearer before
me, and I am aware of it, it is a great temptation for me to give him
some work to do. Generally hearers get what they come for. If yon
come for corn, God will give it you; but if you come for chaff, bring a
large bag with you, for God is almost sure to find a good large portion
for you. -

Care for one another. Are any ill, show your sympathy to the sick.
Help them by supplying them with practical expressions of your love.
Read the Scriptures and pray with them. They will prize it, and it
will be a means of grace to yourself. Then care for one another’s
gpiritual condition. “Exhort one another daily while it is called to-
day.” This work will restrain the power of sin, and stir up into
renewed energy the grace of God; and remember that the prosperity
of this Church depends quite as much upon yourselves as it does upon
your minister.

THE CITY OF THE GREAT KING.—III.

By H. A. NOEL-THATCHER.
“Walk about Zion,” &c.—Psa. x1viii.

HEer PALACES.
ATERSE 13:—* Consider her palaces,” Worthy of deepest considera-
tion are these. The first apartment into which the future dweller
18 led is surely—

Room I.—The Prayer Room. The young, the old, the middle-aged,
the learned, the ignorant—all kinds and conditions of mortals are found
in this room just within the palace. * My house shall be called the
house of prayer for all people” (Isa. lvi. 7; Matt. xxi. 13). * Behold,
he prayeth ” (Acts ix. 11). ‘“They shall come with weeping, and with
supplication will T lead them ™ (Jer. xxxi. 9).
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Room 1I.—The Audience Room. * O, Thou that hearest prayer,
unto Thee shall all flesh come™ (Psa. Ixv. 2). There the Lord dis-
penseth pardon to penitents.

Room I11.—The Bath Room, where flows the * fountain opened . . .
for sin and for uncleanmess” (Zecb. xiii. 1), ‘ Made nigh by the blood
of Christ " (Eph. ii. 13). “. .. Who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption ” (1 Cor. i. 30),
A second fountain is found in this room: *“Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean ' (Ezek. xxxvi. 25). ¢ Let every
one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity ” (2 Tim. ii,
19). Near at hand is

{Room 1V.)—The Robing Room. “I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath clothed me with
the garments of salvation, He hath covered me with the. robe of
righteousness ” (Isa. Ixi. 10). ‘“ This is the name whereby He shall be
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS " (Jer. xxiii. 6).

Room V.—The Banquetting Room. “ Whoso eateth My flesh, and
drinketh My blood, hath eternal life ” (John vi. 54)., ¢ Thy words were
found, and I did eat them; and Thy Word was unto me the joy and
rejoicing of my heart ™ (Jer. xv. 16). I have esteemed the words of His
mouth more than my necessary food ” (Job xxiii. 12). ¢ He brought me
to the banquetting-house, and His banner over me was love ” (Cant.
ii. 4). “Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O beloved ™
(Cant. v. 1).

There is another room into which the dweller in the King's palace is
led, so different from the banquetting-room, with its atmosphere of
“love™; it is :

(Room VI.)—The Armoury. Herc ave weapons for any condition
of life, for all ages, and for all time. The “shoes of the preparation
of the Gospel of peace  fit all sizes of the King’s children. “ Peace I
leave with you; My peace I give unto you” (John xiv. 27). The Old
Testament promise (Isa. xxvi. 8): “ Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace
whose mind is stayed on Thee.” ¢ Thy shoes shall be iron and brass™’
(Deut. xxxiil. 25). :

A most important piece of -armour is the-“ Shield of Faith” (Eph.
vi. 16), wherewith alone Christ’s soldiers shall be able to ‘quench all
the fiery darts of the wicked one.” ¢ This is the victory that over-
cometh . . . . even your faith ” (1 John v. 4).

* The Breastplate of Righteousness” (Eph. vi. 14). This is also
indispensable—the piece of armour which shields and covers the heart—
popularly said to be the seat of the affections: the “new heart, which
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness ” (Eph. iv. 24).
“ The hidden man of the heart” (1 Pet. iii. 4).

Above all is the * Helmet of Salvation” (Eph. vi. 17). As
righteousness guards and regulates the affections, so the “hope of salva-
tion ” (1 Thess. v. 8) dominates the intellect, “bringing every high
thought into subjection to the obedience of Christ.” ‘Hope maketh
not ashamed; becanse the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Hoiy Ghost which is given unto us” (Rom. v. 5). *O, Thou, the
hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble ” (Jer. xiv. 8).

Nor is the least important weapon in the armoury “ the Sword of the
Spirit "—*“ the Word of God” (Eph. vi. 17). “The Word of God is
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«uick and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
-even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, . . . . and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. iv. 12); the ever-keen
double-edged sword, which cuts two ways, dividing a portion to saint
and sinner.

The last, but chiefest, of the weaponry thus catalogned is that of
All Prayer—prayer for myself, my loved ones, for the Church of God,
and the world at large: *“ [ exhort, therefore, that . . . . supplications

. . . and giving of thanks be made for all men,” etc. (1 Tim. ii. 1).
As the warrior is buckling on the armour, the command comes, “ Fight
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life” (1 Tim. i. 12). Nor
must we overlook in the palace,

(Room VIIL.)—The Training Room. This is not so bright and
.cheerful an apartment as the few out of many which we have visited
just now; but valuable lessons are learnt Lere. “ No chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless afterward it
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer-
«cised thereby ”” (Heb. xii. 11). “ The trial of your faith, being much
imore precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire,
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ ” (1 Pet. i. 7). * Tribulation worketh patience; and
patience, experience; and experience, hope "’ (Rom. v. 3,4).

“ Consider her palaces” :—

The “palace’ of Brotherly Love; “ Behold, how good and how
ipleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity ”” (Psa. cxxxiii. 1).

The * palace” of Consecration—Surrender: ¢ I pray God your whole
8pirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Chrigt” (1 Thess. v. 23).

The * palace ” of blessed Communion and Fellowship with the great
King through Immanuel: “ Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and
with His Son Jesus Christ "’ (1 John i. 3).

There is an apartment in the palace, which it is well-pleasing to the
King that we not only occasionally visit, but that we dwell there,
inhaling the bracing. exhilarating air; it is,

{Room VIIL.)—The Praise Room. The dweller in Zion who has
‘had alodgment in the apartments of the palace that have been here
enumerated, will, by the sweet sanctifying power of the Lord the Holy
Spirit, be able to exclaim—

(Verse 1) “ Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised in the city of
our God, in the mountain of His holiness.”

¢ Praise waiteth for Thee, O God,in Zion (Psa.lxv.1). Graciously
the King invites His subjects to dwell in the praise room, as He lovingly
reminds them: “ Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me: and to him that
ordereth his conversation aright will I show the salvation of God™
(Psa. 1. 23).

CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH.
By tng Late Josern Iroxs,
OrriN have 1 made the assertion, and I vepeat it again, that the Father of
mercies never viewed Christ as Christ apart from the Church: that He never
saw the Church as a Clhurch apart from Christ, They were viewed in union
from everlasting: and even the fall, which separated between then and their
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God, as to commmunion, conld not separate or dissolve that union. Eventhe fall,
wnder which all the clection of grace, in common with the rest of Adam’s pos-
terity, became enslaved by Satan, in love with sin, and “afar from God,” did
not for one moment dissolve, or even weaken, that cternal union existing
between Jesus and His Chureh,

We can never view Christ aright in any of His characters, without keeping
an eve distinetly upon His Headship.  Apart from this, if we view Him only
as a promiscuous visitor to our earth, as an example and pattern of everything
that is lovely and holy, as a patient sufferer to make “atonement for sin’’—a
general and vague term—we have lost all the marrow, all the pith, and all the
excellency of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.. We haveno certainties, no securities
no solid ground even for our hope, but one certain seal of eternal ruin to the
whole race of mankind. But, when we come to view the Headship of Christ,.
we find included in it the interest which He has from everlasting taken in His
kindred, that they are dear to His heart, graven on the palms of His hands,
registered in the Book of Life, and sworn never to be blotted out; real and true
members of His mystical body, their cases, their names, and their circum-
stances, all foreseen and foreknown by Himself, together with every event of
their lives before and after their conversion; all managed, all eyed, all ordered
by Himself, where they should go, where He would meet with them, where
they should abide, and where He would put spirit -and life into the word that
should reach their souls, when they should begin to seek His face, and where to
find Him; where they should obtain the sense of forgiving love sealed to their
consciences, where they should enjoy the sanctifying power of the Holy Ghost
—all arranged by Him pursuant to His oath in covenant, and ultimately
accomplished by Him in accordance with the provisions of that covenant—all
done and accomplished for millions before He came, before He obeyed, before
He suffered, before He appeared on our earth, all in consequence of that union
of which we have been speaking.

In His Headship Christ entered into a bond of covenant engagement to
redeem them from the thraldom which sin had brought them into, and bring
them safe home to glory; and consequently they were carried home—all the
Old Testament saints were carried hone, when not one drop of blood had been
shed, when no act of obedience had been performed, or conquest achieved over
the powers of darkness. But all was engaged for, covenanted for, and.
entrusted to the glorious Head of the Church: and therefore the Father gave
Him credit for doing the work in the fulness of time, and took home millions.
of ransomed sinners, before Christ’s bond was honoured, and before Christ
became incarnate. Pause a moment, beloved, and say,is not this a never-
failing source of comfort, that Jesus Christ takes an interest in us as His
kindred ? He is interested in all that concerns you, in every pain you feel, i
every sorrow and care that you are subjected to, in every touch that shall
injure you; for He Himself says, “ He that toucheth you,toucheth the apple of
Mine eye.” He is interested in everything that relates to you, even to the
“ cup of cold water, for a cup of cold water given to a disciple, He takes as
given to Himself. Precious, glorious-Christ to take an interest in such worms,
and to have settled and arranged all my future state.

THREE PASTORS TAKEN HOME—THE SAD CALAMITY
AT PULHAM. :
By the great stormn of wind that swept through our la_nd on Lord's-day,
March 24, amidst the wreck and damage caused in many districts, one special
disaster is felt in the eastern counties. The afternoon service was almost
closing at the chapel in Pulham-Mary, Norfolk, when the gable end of the
building, with vestry chimney stack behind, was blown in with a great crash,
descendiug on the platform beneath, where the pastor,
BROTHER GEORGE B. DEARLE,
was standing, burying him up to the waist in the ruins! The poor head was
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crushed, and, although “the spark of life” was retained until Monday evening,
no gign of consciousness returned.  Several of the congregation were also
severely injured, the platform and adjacent ranges of seats were quite wrecked,
at least a fourth of the ropf falling in at the same time.

It is comforting to gorrowing survivors, not only that our brother mnst
have been at once deprived of all sense of pain, but that he fell at his post,
faithfully in His Master's service. He had been preaching from the words,
« Simon, lovest thon Me ? Feed My sheep.” It is remarkable that on the day
of burial (in the chapel ground), a former beloved pastor of that Church,
lirother

BENJAMIN TAYLOR,

also fell asleep in Jesus, and on the same day good, plain, honest
JONATHAN COOK,

pastor of the small Church at Sutton, Suffolk, was also buried.

Recognizing the righteousness of the command, * Be still and know that I
an Gtod,” we rest in the assurance, * Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord
—from henceforth.” S. K. B.

"FroM ANOTHER CORRESPONDENT.

Of all the sad and destructive results of that terrible gale on Lord’s-day
afternoon, March 24th, none have been more appalling than the one of which
we now painfully write. Just as the beloved and earnest pastor of the Church
at Pulham, Mr. George Bird Dearle, was concluding a sermon of marked
tenderness and power from the words of Christ to Peter, “ Lovest thou Me ”
(John xxi. 16)? the hurricane rent off a third of the roof, precipitating the
gable end of the bunilding and a chimney right on to the rostrum, the heavy
mass of bricks, iron, and timber, &c., nearly burying dear brother Dearle, the
crash fracturing the skull both on the top and behind. Unconsciousness was
produced at once, from which he never recovered, death resulting on the fol-
lowing Monday evening about 6.45.

The scene of woe almost baftles description. What with the suddenness of
the event, the extrication of others who were injured, though not fatally, the
distress was inexpressible. One dear aged brother was literally covered with the
débris, and yet in a few minutes was walking about unhurt. One little boy of
about nine years of age was.much cut about the head; the organistalso received
some severe wounds,—his escape from death is indeed a marvel. A dear old
saint of ninety-two was struck, and a brother of about seventy years was
badly injured. All that medical skill could do was done to save brother
Dearle, but in vain. An inquest was held on the Tuesday, the verdict being
‘“accidental death, resulting from the falling in of the gable end of the chapei
during the violent gale.” ’

The ‘writer of this report went over on Tuesday morning; and, what with
the sight of dear brother Dearle’s two fatherless daughters, the mutilated face
and head of the once bright and genial pastor, now a corpse, and the ruinous
appearance of the chapel, together with many of the weeping, bereaved little
flock, his heart was filled with grief and solemn feelings concerning * the way
of the Lord in the whirlwind and in the stormi. Brother Dearle was buried in
the graveyard of tle chapel at Pulham on Friday, March 29, pastor Easter, of
Diss, and Mr. S, K. Bland, conducting the funeral. Brethren Sapey (of Clax-
ton), Jarrett (of Shelfanger), Colls (of Beccles), and several others from a
distance, were also present. One most touching part of the service was the
singing by the Sunday-school children of * Shall we gather at the river?”

But we do most earnestly desire to obtain a practical expression of sym-
pathy for the now pastorless and sorrowful Church at Pulham. Steps are
heing taken towards the iinmediate repairing of the chapel, at a cost of about
£100, and we believe that we shall not appeal in vain on their behalf. Parti-

culars will be found on the cover of this magaziue as to the Rebuilding Fund.
L. H. CoLLs.
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THE LATE MRS. GEORGE MOYLE

[“George Moyle” was a household word among the Strict Baptists of the middle of the
present century. The following brief notice of Mrs. Moyle is written by one who was
called under the ministry of Mr. Moyle when at Artillery-street, and was a life-long
co%p%niou to his widow. We insert it with pleasure, accompanied with portrait.—

Mgrs. MoyLE was born Dec. 12, 1795. It pleased the Lord to lay His afflicting
hand on her when eight years of age, being brought low with scarlet fever,
from the effects of which she suffered through life, the drum of the ears being
destroyed; and, though all possible advice was sought, nothing could be done
to restore her hearing. Thus, early in life she was shut out from the world.
But the Lord, in His own way, implanted His fear in her heart while young.
The following extract from her own writings, which she gave me years ago,
sets forth some of the exercises of her mind:—

“I muse on the years that are past, how my feeble desires flowed upward,
pauting and longing to know if I was one of those little lambs-that Jesns
folded in the bosom of His love. I nuse on those early days when I sought
the Lord in sorrow of mind, frequently sighing out, ¢'Tis a point I long to
know.! And I muse on the time when singing, ‘ There is a fountain filled
with blood,’ and with what emotions of joy and grief T sang—.

‘The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day;
And there have I, as vile as he,
Washed all my sins away.'

It was a time of love to my soul, for I began in a fearful, yet not. desponding
)panper, to sing— ;
¢ Lord, I believe Thou hast prepared
(Unworthy though I be)

For me a blood-bought free reward,
A golden harp for me.'”

Though so very deaf, she was very useful as a Sunday-school teacher, for
the Lord opened His Word to her, and gave her ability to tell out what he put
in.  Her dear husband (George Moyle) found her to be a real helpmeet, just
what a pastor’s wife should be—* and she was that.” - Her letters were most
spiritual and sweet, as those who were favoured to reccive them well know,
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and T will just give an extract from the last two she wrote. After she had
been speaking of the inward conflict, she says: —

“T often think,as I have been plodding on with closed ears, what melodions
sounds will burst upon me when

‘Hea.yen opens on my eyes; my ears (will)
With sounds seraphic ring,’

and many that have been blind while here below to every object, what a
transcendent sight 'twill be to see their adorable Redeemer in all His radiant
beauty, and hear unnumbered millions of blood-bought souls singing, ¢ Unto
Him that loved us,’ &. Ah, we who have a good hope through grace shall
join them ere long, and help to swell the ehorus of the skies.”

The last letter was written Jan. 4, 1895, in which she says: “ 1 am breaking
down very fast; this very cold and severe weather has affected me so that I
am very helpless, but not at all unhappy. While I feel the Almighty arms of
my covenant God underneath me, and. the downy feathers of His love around
me, how can I be friendless, lonely or helpless ?

‘Lonely! no, not lonely, while Jesus standeth by:
His presence fllls my chamber, ¥ know that He is nigh !
Tired ! no, not tired, while leaning on His breast,
My soul hath sweet possession of His eternal rest.
Helpless ! yes, so helpless, but T am leaning hard
On the mighty arm of Jesus, and He is keeping guard.’”

THE CLOSING SCEXNE

of this grand old centenarian was tranquil and serene. The day before she
entered the New Jerusalem she became rather drowsy, but was calm, and
smiled at her sister and those who attended on her, and she tried to do a little
of her favourite needlework for the poor. At night her cough was rather
troublesome. Her attendant was about giving her some medicine, when she
said, “I am going; call my sister Martha,” who immediately came; a heavenly
smile, and in a few brief moments she was gone. .

Thus the Lord kissed her soul away on the morning of Feb. 21, 1895, in her
100th year. We have parted with one with whom we have held sweet com-
munion for fifty-five years; we thank God for her companionship, and can say,
“The Lord gave, and thée Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord,”—RuTH CHALMERS. :

THE LATE BENJAMIN TAYLOR.

(It was our f})rivilego to know our departed brother, with- whom we have held sweet failow-
§hl‘% B ]is translation at the time of the sad calamity at Pulham is solemnly unique.—
Ox Friday, March 29, 1895, Mr. Benjamin Taylor, of Cambridge-street.
Norwich, departed this life, to be “for ever with the Lord.” He had been
very feeble for a long time past, but was taken worse-about six weeks before
he died. On the Thursday, the day before his death, a friend (Mr. R. Fourd-
ham) called to see him, and read Psa. xxvii., and prayed with him. He asked
to have a hymn read (No. 358 in Denbam’s, “ Keep silence all created things,”
&c.), which hg, appeared much to apppreciate. Oun the day following, at
3.20 pan,, he passed very peacefully away, aged 78 years.

Mr. Taylor may be said to have founded the Baptist cause at Pulham. He
commenced preaching when very young, and preached at Putham-St.-Mary for
about forty-six years, finishing his ministry there in the year 1886. Besides his
ministerial labours, he wrote and published several works, which are well
known amongst the Churches far and wide.

Mr. Taylor was buried at the Rosary Cemetery on Tuesday, April 2, by
Mr. F, Shaw, pastor of Boud-strect, Brighton, assisted by Mr. Thos. Bullimore,
of Norwiel. -J. M,

Norwic¢h. —_—
THE LATE MRS. ELIZABETH HARRIS.

ON April 4 our venerable sister, Mrs. Elizabeth Harris, gently (and in counscious
happy prospect of * going home™) breathed her last earthly breath at her.
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residenee, “ Greenwood,” Barnet, in the 92nd year of her age.  Her body was
laid to rest in the family vault at Woking Cemetery; her friend, Mr, S. K.
Bland, in accordance with her cxpressed wish, conducting the funeral service.

Baptized with her late husband (who has preceded her “ home” twenty
vears) about the year 1861, in the chapel, Artillery-street, she has ever mani-
fested fervent love to the Lord Jesus, and deep interest in His cause and
people,  ** A succourer of many,” a most generous helper of the poor and
afflicted, her loss must be extensively felt; but, although gone, her witness will
leng continue to speak,

ANOTHER HILL OF ZION.
Orexing NEw CHAPEL IN WANDSWORTH.

EasTER Sunday and Monday witnessed the opening, under most encouraging
circumstances, of a new Strict Baptist cause in the populous district off
Wandsworth Common, and Mr. Hy. Clark and Mr. S. Frost, who initiated and
have carried on this undertaking, had the satisfaction of seeing their efforts
crowned with success by the blessing of God and to His own glory. With the
appearance of the exterior of the building the readers of this: magazine will
have become familiar from the illustration which has appeared on the adver-
tisement covers in previous issues. The chapel, which is freehold, is built on
rising ground, and is a neat structurc capable of seating 250 persons, with the
usual vestries, offices, &c., and in the rear a large plot of ground suitable for
the erection of a schoolroom. There is a good organ, and every comfort and
convenience.

The services on the Sunday commenced well—with a prayer-meeting,
which Mr. A. Licence conducted. Mr. John Hunt Lynn preached in the
morning from the words,  They that are Christ’s at His coming ”; and Mr. S.
T. Belcher in the evening from the portion, * They continued steadfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship.” A goodly company assembled at each
service, and in the afternoon a good start was made in forming the nucleus of
a Sabbath school.

The chief interest, however, ceutred on the Easter Monday services. In
the afternoon many could be seen enquiring their way to the new chapel. The
building was filled, and after walking up the hill to the chapel, what could
sound more appropriate than the swelling notes of the opening hymn (by Dr.
Watts):—

) “ How pleased and blessed was I
To hear the people cry,
‘Come, let us seek our God to-day!’
Yes, with.a cheerful zeal,
We haste to Zion's hill,
And there our vows and honours pay.”

Mr, G. W. Thomas, of Watford, read and expounded 'Ephesians ii., and more
praise and prayer followed. Mr. Thomas then delivered a masterly sermon
from the text, “ Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief Corner-stone, in whom all the building fitly
framed together groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord,” which he described
as a beautiful declaration of the standing of the believer. His leading li'nes.of
thought were:—(1) Jesus the foundation, tried and proved. The devil tried
Him; God tried Him; He was tried at Gethsemane, at the mock trial, and at
Calvary. (2) The materials. These materials are good; they are prepared;
they are hewn out of the quarry of nature; they are squared, smoothed, and
fitted by the Holy Spirit’s power. (3) The builder is God Himself. He
builds this habitation by the Spirit, and He works by means—nanely, the pro-
phets, the apostles, and the ministers of the Gospel, who proclaim the whole
Word. (4) The purpose of the building is for God Himself. He dwells
awong His people. The preacher concluded by expressing the fervent wish
that this new cause niight be a dwelling for God where the saints would be
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cdified, where lis mighty hand might be outstretched to touch His hidden
ones and make manifest those He has redeemed.

Ten was well and bountifully provided for the large company, nnder the
kind and very efficient direction of Mrs. Cornwell and many willing helpers.

The public meeting commenced at 6.15 prompt. The chapel was packed—
cvery available seat utilised. To say that genial and happy Mr. Charles
Wilson, the president of the M.A.S.B.C., presided, is sufficient to convey that
the meeting had a model chairman. The hymn,

* Come, let us join our cheerful songs
‘With angels round the throne,”
the reading of Psalm exxxii., and prayer by Mr, Parnell, formed the devotiona
part of the service; and without much delay, the Chairman called on Mr.
Henry Clark for his report.

Mr. Clark, after referring to the fact that this was the third chapel opeuning
in the neighbourhood in which he had been engaged, gave some account of the
inception of the present meeting. They had been asked, Who and what are
they who are going to open this cause? They were

STRICT BAPTISTS,

not of necessity, but of choice. How are you going to fill the chapel? With
people. Where are the people to come from? The answer is, that whereas
twenty years ago, when the first cause was opened in the parish, the popula-
tion was 70,000 ; it now numbers 165,000 persons. Then followed some
enconraging Biblieal MNustrations of small beginnings, to which God has given
the increase. Had there been any obstacles? Yes. The apostles had them,
too, but on one occasion the Lord said, “ Hold not thy peace, for I have much
people in this place.” They had been divinely led to take the place, they
knew the responsibility, and into God’s hand they would commit the work and
themselves. As to financinl matters, the freehold building and ground cost
£950, plus cost of conveyancing and necessary works, bringing up the total
cost to £1,025. Of this, over £500 had been raised up to that date.

The Chairman, after expressing his congratulations on the very satisfactory
nature of the report and on tne great success already attained, called upon the
various speakers. .

Mr. E. Beecher spoke from the words, ¢ The Lord hath chosen Zion; He
hath desired it for His habitation”; and expressed the conviction that the Lord
looked forward and marked this chapel as the spot where He would dwell.
He will find within this house of God another house, the household of faith.
The Lord will see of the travail of his soul, and this place may be the spiritual
birthplace of many. '

“ Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,”
preceded Mr. G. W. Thomas’s address. He desired to say to those who had
laboured in this matter, “ The Lord bless thee, the Lord keep thee”; bless
them with incfease; bless them with a home missionary spirit; bless the Gospel
to regeneration; bless them with peace when the Church is formed; and bless
them with all the fulness of His grace.

Mr. A. E. Realff described the present undertaking as a splendid opportu-
nity of propagating the foundation truths which we hold, and added his good
wish and prayer that it might be a great success. He rejoiced at the congre-
gations on that and the preceding day, which had passed all expectations. His
desire was now summed up in the words of the Psalmist, “ Let Thy work
appear unto Thy servants,” They bad the sympathy, the prayers, and the con-
tributions of the friends, but they wanted above all to see God's work appear-
ing in salvation. .

- Mr. E. Mitchell said that though he had already faced two audiences that
day, he was glad to be present to show his sympathy with the work and bis old
friendship to those who had started it. “ A man is known by his pleasures,”
and the gathering before him showed that those there minded the things of the
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Spirit,  The friends would have difficulties, bat. God-has promised to bless, so
that there will not Le room to contain the blessing.

WHY Nor?

After every service expeet great things and attempt great things, and the
result will be a thoroughly flourishing Baptist Church on New Testaent lines.
The hynim,
“~ Awake my soul in joyfu] lays,
And sing thy great Redeemer's praise,”
vas then heartily sung.

Mr. . Dadswell expressed, as a neighbour, his hearty good wishes for the
cause, and hoped that they would be able to make their jowrney as a people in
the light of the glorious Sun of righteousness. If storms aud tempest arise
they. had one who could command peace. If the Sun of righteousness shines,
the seed of grace will grow, and there will be peace, prosperity, and gladness.

My, J. Kingston spoke from the words, “ God is with us as our Captain,”
He is the well-qualified director of a spiritual Lusiness, carried on by ageucies
nnder the leading of the Captain of our salvation. His commission is, * Preach
the Gospel to every creature.”

After singing the hymn,

“If gazing strangers want to know
‘What makes me sing of Jesus 80.”
Mr. J. Cullingford gave as his message, ¢ Goin the strength of the Lard.” He
hoped the brethren would prefix the words, “I will” He exhorted those
engaged in the work to pray by all means, butto work as well as pray,

Mr. R. Thomson, after expressing the pleasure it gave him to be present,
¢hiefly on account of the feeling be bore towards brother Clark, spoke from
the words, “ The fruit of the Spirit is peace.” He reminded his hearers that
owrs is, or ought to be, a religion of peace. Our text book tells us of the God
of peace, the Prince of peace, the Spirit of peace, the covenant of peace, the
salvation of peace. Thank God for the peace which passeth all understanding.
One of the most appalling results of the fall is that the sinner does not realise
his condition until it pleases God to make him a “sensible”’ sinner. Then he
values the peace procured by redemption. It is our hope, he said in conclusion,
that God would bring ~ : )

MANY IN THIS PLACE

to seek and find the Lord Jesus Christ, that God’s blessing might rest upou
the words spoken from this pulpit, and that souls may be saved, Christ's
people edified, and God glorified.

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Chairman, and to Mrs. Cornwell
and the ladies, and the meeting concluded by singing, -

% All hail the power of Jesu's name.”

The collections at the servicesamounted toover £25. Among the cbngrggation
were office-bearers and friends from West Hill, Wandsworth ; Providence,
Clapbam Junction; Courland-grove, Clapham: Carmel, Pimlico, C!erkepwell;
Dorset-square; and many other causes impossible to enumerate. Miss Licence
presided at the organ, and special hymn-sheets were used. ‘
Wending our way homewards, the choice utterances of Mr. R. Thomson on
the subject of “ Peace ’’ mingled with the.good doctor’s lines, and we said,
“My tongue repeats her vows,
‘PEACE to thissacred house,
For there my friends and kindred dwell ;
And since my glorious God
Makesthee His blessed abode,
My soul shall ever love thee well.”
May there still be courage to plant and water. God give the increase and the
little one will become a thousand. Frep. W. Kevax,
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OUR CHURCHES, OUR PASTORS, OUR PEOPLE.

Good Hridag and CEaster
Stondap Serbices,

AgH.

The anniversary of the chapel here
which is a branch cause of Meopham, 0
which Mr. A. B, Hall is pastor, was held
on Good Friday, when Mr. J. Cattell was
enabled with much acceptance to preach
the Gospel of the grace of God. The

-chapel was well.-filled at each service,
friends coming from a long distance.

BECCLES.

Very interesting services were held on
Good Friday, at the Martyrs’ Memorial,
commemorating the tenth anniversary
of the pastorate of Mr. L. H. Colls. An
impressive sermon was preached by
pastor H. Tydeman Chilvers, of Keppel-
street, London, from *“All powerisgiven
unto Me in heaven and in earth.” The
very good congregation listened with
evident pleasure to the earnest words of
the preacher. Tea was spread in the
schoolroom, and every available space
was occupied. A still larger audience
assembled in the evening at the public
meeting, which was ably and genially
presided over by Mr.J. Bedingfield, one
of the deacons. Suitableaddresses were
delivered by pastors T, L. Sapey, of Clax-
ton, H. T. Chilvers, our old friend and
late highly-esteemed townsman, Mr. S.
K, Bland, and H. Colls. Large
numbers of friends came from Claxton,
Lowestoft, &c. The hearty and generous
gifts of trays for the tea, and excellent
collections which were prescnted to the
pastor, were most encouraging to him
and received his most grateful acknow-
ledgment.— Local Paper.

BEXLEY HEATH.

On Faster Sunday and Monday, special
services were held to celebrate the first
anniversary of the pastorate of Mr.
E. W. Flegg., Thereportread on Monday
night told of the very straitened ciroum-
stances of the Church prior to the com-
ing of the present pastor, and in view of
this the services could not fail to make
glad the hearts of the friends who gather

rom time to time. The Lord hath done
great things for ue, was the grateful
acknowledﬁment of many. On Sunday
morning, the pastor preached from Madtt.
xxviii. 6, and our hearts were cheered as
the preacher spoke of the empty tomb,
and dwelt upon the divinity of Christ,
the acceptance of the sacrifice, and our
own resurrection. In the evening, the
esteemed pastor of Enon, Woolwich,

occupied the pulpit and was, indeed,
helped by the Spirit in speaking of the |
things which Eod hath prepared for(
them that love Him (1 Cor.ii. 9). On

Monday afternoon, the chapel was full,
and Mr. J, Box was at liberty in speak-
ing of the believer’s conflict and victory
(1 Cor. iv. 57). In the evening a pleasant
and profitable time was spent. Mr,
R. E, Sears presided. A report was read
by one of the deacons, which told of the
blessing of God upon the Church,and the
progress which had been made during
the year. The congregations were
doubled, nine had been added to the
Church, the funds had increased, a
pastor’s vestry had been provided, a
building fund commenced, peace reigned
and love united the hearts of pastor and
people. The chairman, commenting
upon the report, observed the keynote
was praise. After a cheerful introduc-
tion, addresses were given by brethren
H. S. Boulton, I. R, Wakelin, A. Steele,
—. Flower,and J. E. Flegg, who each
took up the note. After which the
friends sung ‘ Praise God from whom
all blessings flow.”—A VISITOR.

BRIGHTON.

On Easter Monday, April 13, the 5iith
anniversary of the Good Samaritan,
Dorcas and Tract Societies, was held at
Salem, Bond-street, when a goodly
number assembled to tea in the school-
room at 5.30, At 7, the public meeting
took place in the chapel. when many
friends from the surrounding churches
met to encourage the workers, Mr. F.
Shaw, pastor, presided. The report of
last year’'s work wasread, which showed
that a good work had been done. Inter-
esting addresses were given by Messrs.
Andrews, Crowter, Guy, and Vickery,
who the chairman described as the
“Home Team.” The enjoyable evening
was bronght toa close by a short address
from the pastor.

BROADSTAIRS, KENT.

The anniversary on Easter Monday
was quite a success, a goodly number of
friends came over from Margate and
Birchin%ton, a large number to tea and
an excellent congregation in the chapel
in the evening. The service over which
our esteemed friend, Mr, Mote, presided.
commenced by praise. Our brother
Mr. Doughty, of Margate, read Psa.
xcii.,, and offered prayer, after which
excellent addresses were delivered by
brethren Dennis, Bloy, Vincent, and
Miller. The pastor concluded one of the
best anniversaries we have ever had.
Unto (()}ur Triune God be all the praise.—~

CaMDEN HIGH SCHOOLS.

On Good Friday special services were
held at Camden High Schools, 163,
Camden-street, Kentish-town-road. In
the afternoon brother P, Reynolds, of
Highbury, very blessedly expounded
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Pea. iii.2, 3," Many there be which say
of my soul, There is no help for him in
(:od. But Thou, O Lord, art a shield for
me; my glory. and the lifter up of mine
Thead.” Ourbrother,who felt very unwell.
was graciously helped, and many could
testify that it was a soul-refreshing
opportunity. At 5 o'clock tea was pro-
vided. At 630 a public meeting was
held, kindly and ably presided over by
brother Geo. Turner, whose openin
remarks and good wishes were mucg
appreciated. After reading the Secrip-
tures and prayer, the chairman called
upon brethren J. Griffith, J. Sanders, A.
Steele, and I. R. Wakelin, toaddress the
friends. The addresses were much
enjoyed. The attendance was excep-
tionally good, and the collections
amounted to upwards of five pounds.
The meeting concluded by singing the
doxology and benediction.~P, H,

CAMDEN TowN.—THE AVENUE.

The 11th anniversary of the pastorate
of Mr. Burbridge was held on Easter
Monday. Mr. Cornwell, of Brixton
Tabernacle, preached in the afternoon
from Isa. xlviii. 17, “ Thus saith the Lord,
thy Redeemer the Holy Oneof Israel, I
am the Lord thy God which teacheth
thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the
way thou shouldest go.” The discourse
was much appreciated by the large
number of friends who had gathered.
The evening meeting, presided over by
the pastor, was also well-attended, and
addresses were given by brother W. H.
Lee, of Bow, from Col. iii. 4; brother
Palmer from Phil. iii. 12; brother Corn-
well from 1 Peteriii. 2; Mr. Sanders from
<1t is finished,” and Mr, Harris followed
with a few sound remarks. The collec-
tions were good, being an improvement
on those of last year, and the pastor
expressed his belief that God would own
and bless His own Word and those who
faithfully adhered to it. and trusted that
the * standard of truth” would never be
lowered at the Avenue, while the lease
of 80 years lasted. The singing of *“ All
hail the power of Jesn's name "~ brought
one of our best anniversary meetings to
a close, the attendance during the day
being beyond the average, and the
presence and power of * Christ in us the
hope of glory” being realised. Con-
siderably more than 100 friends sat down
to tea in the schoolroom.—S. F.

CLAPHAM.—COURLAND-GROVE.

Servicesin commemoration of the 54th
anniversary of the opening of this chapel
were held on Good Friday. In the
morning Mr. W.Jeyes Styles was enabled
to preach an excellent discourse from
Matt. xv. 13, and Psa. xc. 13. In the
afternoon Mr. S. T. Belcher preached
from Eph. i. 3, and was led to show the
blessings of the Gospel, and of the
blessed inheritance of God’s people
through their union with the Lord Jesus
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Chriet. A good number of friends pay-
took of tea; and at the public meeting
afterwards, {Jreaided over by our pastor,
Mr. Dadswell, excellent addresses were
given by brethren Belcher (Eph. iv,
4—6),Beecher (Rev. v. 9), Boulton (It is
finished,” John xix, 30), and Mutimer
(1 Tim. 1. 15). The coniregations were
very encouraging at all the services, and
good collections were realised. Webless
God for His goodness and mercy during
another year, and for the peace and
nnity that exists among us. We raise
another “ Ebenezer,” and are encouraged
to press forward during the coming year
looking to Him for strength and guid-
ance, and for blessings to follow the
preached Word. To His name be the
praise.—A.

COLCHESTER.

The friends at St. John’s-green had a
very soul-cheering season on Easter
Monday, a real Easter-day, for many
recorded the fact that the Day-star
from on high had visited them. Nearly
100 sat down to tea, after which the
meeting commenced, at 6.30, the writer
occupying the chair, a chord of sweet-
ness being struck as we sang together
the good old hymn:—

“XKindred in Christ, for His dear sake,

A hearty welcome here receive,”

Psa. cxxvi. and cxxxiii. being read, Mr.
List, een., feelingly led us to the throne
of grace. Mr. R. Nigley dwelt very
blessedly upon the *Wonderful Coun-
sellor, the Everlasting Father, and the
Mighty God.” Cheering and encourag-
ing indeed were the words uttered. E
Baker, of Stested, spoke from John v,
39, and we found his words upon faith
very helpful, and it rejoiced our hearts
to hear the sure ring of truth in his
utterances. Mr. Bruce, pastor of Elm-
stead, led us into experimental paths,
and from the text, “ What is truth?”
declared what great things the Lord
had done for him, to the joy of many.
W. E. Thorrington felt glad once more
in this sanctuary to find the Lord was
working, although sorrow as well as
joy, yet he was persuaded the time of
ginging of birds had come. A few suit-
able remarks from the chairman, and
the time for closing was at hand. Mr.
J. A. List led the praise part of the
meeting, and with his band of willing
helpers we could say indeed they made
melody in their hearts unto God. The
benediction brought the happ%season
to a close, many testifying, “ Did not
our heart burn within us as He com-
muned with us by the way?"—* THE
SPARED LIFE.”

DORSET-SQUARE.

Mount Zion Chanel, Hill-street.—The
69th anniversary of this hallowed sanc-
tuary was held on Good Friday as usual,
Brother Mitchell, of Chadwell-street.
preached jn the afternoon a solemn dis-
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course from the words, * Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.”
At 5.1b, an excellent tea was promptly
served in the schoolroom, and to the
overflow in the chapel. In the eveninﬁ
brother Marsh, of Gurney-road, preache:
very earnestly from Gal. vi. 14, " God
forbid that I should glory save in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We
were refreshed and encouraged by the
presence of many dear friends from other
Churches, who kindly came to cheer us.
How much good a smiling face or a
friendly grip of the hand cando! The
Lord richly bless every well-wisher of
this corner of God’s Zion. and for a happy
and profitable day let His holy name be
-abundantly praised,—C. C. H,

EGHAM.

On Easter Monday very savoury ser-
vices were experienced and enjoyed at
Ebenezer. Mr. Brown, of Zion, Windsor,
preached afternoon and evening., His
discourses were weighty and Christ-
exalting, and many found it good to
listen whilst he traced the footsteps of
the flock, and preached Christ as the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Friends
from neighbouring causes kindly en-
couraged us with their presence and
help.~P. H.

FLEET, HANTS.

Services were held at this new cause
on Easter Monday, which commenced
in the afternoon by singing, “ Awake,
ay soul, in joyful lays,” given out by
Mr. F. Fells, of Hartley-row, and Mr,
Medhurst, of Aldershot, delivered a
most experimental and powerful ser-
mon from Rom. viii. 3¢. At the close
sixty-six took tea. The evening service
commenced at 6.10 by Mr. Medhurst

iving out the hymn. “Now to the
Lord a noble song,” which was heartily
-sung, and Mr, Fells, pastor of Hartley-
row, after reading and prayer, preached
a most telling sermon from 1 Kings
x, 7. We are much encouraged by the
germons, services, and countenance of
friends, Attendance, afternoon 60,
-evening near 70. éollections, with
profit on tea, over £8. The service
-closed with *“ All hail the power of
Jesu’s name.” We thank all for their
presence and sympathy, and trust the
little cause established here may be
the birth-place of many precious souls.
—J.PooL and J. WHITE.

GRUNDISBURGH.

Annual meetings were held on Good
Friday. Mr. Bennett, B.A., Lowestoft,
vpreached an excellent sermon in the
afternoon. A good number of friends
gathered to tea and to the evening meet-
ing, when H. F, Harwood, Esq., Tudden-
ham Hall, took the chair, and several
brethren spoke. On the following
Lord's-day our dear pastor, with us, was
greatly encouraged, as after delivering
a clear and instructive discourse to a
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crowrled congregation on why we bap-
tize, he had the pleasure of baptizing
seven believers—four brethren and three
sisters—most of them are seals to his
ministry. We feel we can but publish
these glad tidings. God answer the
prayer, not only of parents, but the
prayer of pastor and people. Thus we
rejoice in a faithful and unchanging
God, for what He has promised He has
performed—namely, * That children's
children ever find His word of promise
sure, and that ‘ His word shall not
retarn unto Him void.” May the Lord
help us to be more earnest in prayer and
watch for the answer.—C. D.

HACKNEY RoAD,

The 35th anniversary of Shalom (the
Oval) Sunday-school was held on Good
Friday. Mr. H. D, Mobbs, our old
superintendent, presided. Tea was served
to about 70adults, and afterwards to the
children. Evening meeting followed,
when the chapel was well filled. Mr.
Mobbs expressed his great pleasure in
being present and have his old pastor
by his side, and referred to some happy
days spent in “Shalom.” Brother
Myersonoffered prayer. Several portions
of Scripture and hymns were recited by
the younger folk. The singing by the
children was excellent, under the train-
ing of Mr. Meeres. Messrs. Morgan,
Lawrence, Fewster, Stamp, and others.
took part.—C. FEWSTER.

HALESWORTH.

On Good Friday we were privileged to
celebrate our pastor’s third anniversary.
In the afternoon a glorious sermon was
preached by Mr. Bowtell, of Bungay,
frora “The lines are fallen unto me
in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly
heritage.” A goodly number sat down
to tea, and in the evening a public meet-
ing was held, our beloved pastor pre-
siding.  After a few introductory
remarks by him, our esteemed and late
pastor, brother Suggate, addressed the
meeting. The savour of his speech was
as ointment poured forth. basin% his
remarks upon the words, ‘‘ And Jesus
in the midst.” This seemed to give a
key-note to all the other speeches. An
old familiar friend, brother Sheldrake,
was helped to let fall “ some handfuls
of purpose.”” Next came young brother
Leggett, of Bungay, whose voice we
had rot heard, and face we had not seen
before. I'll be bound to sayv he is made
of the richt sort of stuff. He is a

randson of the late Mr.Samuel Collins.

lthough a stranger to us, he was no
stranger to the doctrines of grace, basing
his remarks upon the words, * And they
crucified Him.” Last, but not least,
came brother Bowtell, and he seemed
to gather up the fragments, that
nothing might be lost, giving us as a
little Church every encouragement to
press on in the good old way. The
unity of the brethren and the harmony
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of the meeting seem to give us fresh
zeal, fresh courage to strive together
for the faith once delivered unto the
saints. Thus was brought to a close
one of the most happy and -enjoyable
seasons we have experienced for a long
time, by singing the dear old parting
hymn. * Blest be the tie that binds,”
&e—~C. G, G,
IPSWICH.

The usual services were held at Zoar
on Good Friday. ‘Mr. Reynolds (of
Over) preached in the afternoon from
John xvii. 19, Tea was served,followed
by a public meeting, Mr. Bardens pre-
siding, and commenced by singing,
“*Come we that love the Lord,” &ec.
Brother Wetton engaged in prayer. Mr.
Bardens read Psa. cxxx., with a short
comment ; and apologised for brother
Ranson’s absence, he having gone to
preach at Brockley. Hymn, ternal
Father, who shall look into Thy secret
will?" was sung. Mr. E. Jacob spoke
from John xv. 8, dwelling upon the
eternal union between Christ and His
people. Mr. Walter Wright gave a very
solid experimental address, and Mr.
Reynolds spoke from “The just shall
live by faith.” Hymn, “ When Christian
friends together meet,” and the bene-
diction by Mr, Bardens, concluded a
pleasant meeting.—JABEZ WRIGHT.

LAXFIELD.

On Good Friday, the members held
their annual tea and social meeting,
Several met at half-past five to partake
of tea. A nice company gathered in
the evening. Thoth several of our
beloved friends could not be present
through afliction, still we felt it good
thue to meet and record some of the
Lord’s dealings with us during the past
year. Our beloved pastor read Psa. ciii.,
after which brother Verdon led us to
the throne of grace in prayer. Our
pastor gave us a soul-cheering address
on the Lord’s goodness to us as a church
in inclining  the hearts of eleven
brethren and sgisters during the past
year to cast i®'their lot with us, eight
of whom he had the privilege of lead-
ing through the baptismal water. Many
of our brethren and sisters spoke of the
dealings of the Lord with them. Several
songe of Zion were heartily sung. A
happy and soul-profiting meeting closed
with prayer by our pastor, —R. J.
GRAYSTON.

<

MAIDSTONE.

The 75th anniversary of Providence,
Maidstone, was held on Easter Monday,
when Mr. E. Marsh (of Stratford)
preached two excellent germone. The
congregations were much better than
the previous year, but collections not so
goog. Nevertheless, we felt we had the
presence of our Lord and Master with
us, by the hymns selected and given
out by our pastor (W, J. Denmee), and
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sung so hearty by the congregation. We
had a good number of friends to tea,
the school-room being filled, At the
close of the evening service we sang.
“ All hail the power of Jesu's name!”
The friends, on leaving, expressed great
pleasure of hearing our brother Marsh

NORTON.

A pleasant evidence of revival and
consolidation is seen in this old cause at
Norton, near Bury-St.-Edmunds. The
present, pastor, brother H. Alexander,
has been quietly, but diligently, labour-
ing there for