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among the Araba. Around them werq generally deep and rugged gorges and rav-
ines or water-courses, whose sides were formed of ledges of granite nearly perpen-
dicular. . .. Whilst crossing over these low hills, my friend pointed out the path
between them and Sinai, throngh which he had passed yesterday on his return from
8t. Catherine. . . . This ravine around Sinai becomes a deep and impassable gorge,
with perpendicalar walls, as it eaters Wady Leja, passing threugh the high neck
connecting Sinai with the mountain onthe south. Descending into el-Leja, under
the rocky precipice of Sinai, we found the Wady narrow, and choked up with huge
blocks of granite, which had tambled from the sides of the adjacent mountains.
‘We could now see the olive-grove of the deserted convent el-Arbain.”

Had Ritter been acquainted with the nature of the ground and the
ravine here deseribed ; and especially could be bave stood for balf an
hour on the summit of Jebel Mdsa ; I cannot help thinking, that the au-
thority of his great name would hardly have been given 10 the view in
question,,

One other point may be noticed. It would appear from the languege
of Soripture, that Moses ascended the mountain in the presence of the
people ; and the bounds were set (in part) lest the people should © go up
into” the mount (Ex. 19: 13, 20, 24). Now on its southern side the peak
of Jebel Musa is perfectly inaccessible ; and it can be aseended only from
near the canvents in the vallies on each side, out of sight of any space on
the south. But from er-Ribah, a ravive leading up through the steep
face of es-Sifusfeh, affords a way of ascent direetly in sight of the whele
plain. This is not improbably the Derb el-Serveh of Pooocke.!

ARTICLE IX.

GREEK INSCRIPTIONS.

[Addressed to one vf the Editors.}

Yale College, March 26, 1849.
My Dear 81z :—] send you copies of inscriptions transcribed by Mr.
Thomson during the tour, his account of which is contained in the Blb.
Sac. for November 1848, The inscriptions are, I regret to say, unimpor-
tant in themselves, and in an extremely corrupt state, They ought,
however, to be published, as a slight contribution to the epigraphic de-

! Ses Pococke, Descr. of the East, L p. 144. Ritter, Erdk. XIV. p. 542.
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partment of Greek m‘aoology. I have added some few corrections or
conjectures.

1. Found on the cornice of the sepulchral chamber at Bshindelayeh
mentioned under date of Aug. 20th, in the Bib. Bac. Vol. 5. p. 669. The
inscription which occurs immediately under the wreath, extends in large
letters the entire length of the cornice, and is very phin except where it
has been purposely defaced. ’

TIKASIAOKAH( TIKA€ C OC ANAPON - TONTIATEPA . YTTOYKAIKAKIIIA.
POY | THNMHTE .. .... CKM 11 /.. HCXAPH

The foarth letter ought to be 4; and we have here an abbreviation
for Tifipiog Klaidios, which again occurs for the accusatives of the
same words. The father’s name was perbaps Zwoardpos. With the
mother’s I can do nothing. The inscription may have run thus: T K.
guondng Ti. KL Zoiaardgor 10y navigs atrol xal ® * * 1y uneépa Tiuijs
xal uyipmg peew.

2. A few inches beneath this is the following in smaller churacters.

ETOYC . bTTP. MHNOC ATCTOYPAC . ANAPEITAYHP . €

1 soem here to discern ¥rovs gne. umyds Aborgov 3. Seigardps . . . .
The year 186, if that be the year, belongs to some aera first used in the
Roman times. See 1deler’s Handbuch der Chroool. Vol. 1. 457476,

3. On a piece of broken cornice belonging to a ruined church at the
village of Kokanlyeh. See Mr. Thomson's tour, p. 670.

ICOE0COTEALIwCAC,,
- UATNOCANHTIPE...P

4. On a pedeatal of one of the columns is this:

ovVveTnT
NOCAO(C

i. @ "Erovg yws, Muwog Agov? or diov?
5. From the face of a tomb on Jebel Arbeyln near Riha. See p. 673.

+ETOYC © ¥ # MHNOTAwOYT4
E€A . PO... OS5TOOSCKAIKANKOAAAIIOTEOA ® PXoNTIOTAIAELT
HIYAIATPTONI=TP

All following the second cross seems to be in one line, if 1 understand
Mr. Thomson correctly. The date is legible; and towards the end
something occurs which looks like "Tovdla . . . Fogyo[w]»iov.

6. On another tomb in the same place

P OAITENT
MAXOCOENANAPO
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7. From the south cornice of a canopy over the fountain at Kefr Lata,

mentioned p. 673. The letters are in one line and some of them nearly

illegible.

TITAIMu\ OIAIIITIONTH . . . IOVIIETOYIENIAIPINUIETOYIZ4YINAV
8. Over the door of & large house at Bara. See p. 676.

+KYP¢YAZHTNICEADNLBTYKAITHNEZDADNAIIDTE
TNTNKA‘ILIH...lUAIoNuNAKIHN

This is Psalm 121: 8, with 1d¥ aisvay for o0 aidivos, and auyy follow-
ing. The same verse is copied by Mr. Thomson from an inscription
over another door partly obliterated.

9. “ Above the north window of a palace is the following.”

AOZANITHPOICHIIIKAIEINITHRIPHNHNKAIEAIL

This must be Luke 2 14, as far as & a[»fpumoi; sudoxiay], with the
nouns put iuto the accusative. But the first part is not clear. After
8day there ia not room for é» Dylotos Bsg.

10. The following is over a doorway at the same place.

NETAAHHAYNANIETH(ATIACTPIAOC4OKONICIHPI
CKOGENTOYTwNIKA

That is peyaly 4 Styvaus tiis wylag tgiadcs. - 6 Koung Igioxos. &
10Uty vixa. Count Priscus lived afler Constantine, perhaps a great

while after.
11. Near the modern village at the same place.

€ETOYCHKYZANIKOYcHMXOCETYPA

This is probably Erovs 1, x, . Zarrixov unwdg (svga?] IT of the inscrip-
tion is probably IV and T joined together. The Macedonian month Xan-
thicus is also writien not unfrequently with a (see Bergk’s Beitriige zur
Griech. Monatskunde, p. 54), and also with ¢, comp. Boeckh Corp. inser.
Vol. 3. No. 4672. The name of the month usually follows pnyoe.

12. On two sides of a large cross upon a coffin occurs Psalm 91: 9,
second clause, and 10, which it is unnecessary to copy.

13 In the porch within one of the gates of the castle at Salamiyeb,

copied by Dr. De Forest. See p. 682,

AIBITENKENPU
(TY)UIEIMIOBGEOEA
CAKIAKUIBO®E <«
(ui?) > IIITNOYNEKPHINTO

This stone must have been broken in two nearly in a direction down-



1849 Groek dnsoriptions in Syria. 209

wards. The firm line is unioteliigible. The rest is the passage oceurring
in Mar. 22 82 Mark 12: 98. Loke 20: 7, 38, somewhat abridged. It
mood thus probably : éys sips 6 Osos “Afpasip, Ia{slex,” Tmal, 6 Geog
B¢ Deiwwy, ov ympéir. [10 7)
14. The following is on the base of }a column outside of the gate of
Balamiyeh. .

TIKAAHETE

TANTOYOC(CI]

wTATOTILE

PIONIE€ PPIO"‘

KEKTPOTOI
KONONOTYTTE
TON€E€N

This appears to be a Christian inscription. Although a number of words
can be made out, I have nothing satisfactory to offer in explanation of it.
1 submit the following reading of the inscription in the hope that it may
fead some one on a better track.

% xehyy . . . ToD boweratov. T Epyev Zepyiov xal Kipov olxoviuev yyovev.

15. An inscription on a block of marble found near the eastle of 8heis
zar (Seidjor, Burckbardt). This block was dug up by Burckhardt, and
be has given the inacription in his travels in Syria, p. 146. It has been
transferred to Boeckh'’s Corpus, Vol. 3. p. 24, No. 4477. Mr. Thomson’s
apograph is almost precisely like Burckhardt’s,

16. Found at ed-Deisuniyeh (on a sarcopbagus) by Dr. De Forest.
Bib. 8ac. p. 690.

4 EAMBVEAQLUDP(s)APXEMANAP

i. & Zapoudlh . . . . & Apyuard[iry.]
On the cover under a cross, the lower angles of which contain the
Jettors 4 w, is the following inscription.
TAIAHIOA
N..TP
NPBEKAN

17. Found at Ksair el-Gharb. See Bib. Sac. p. 602

LWELITE
N9INAID
IMAXDXAV
1.1MRCAI
TTBYEZA -
MHI-Xy CTIT
REIT. DY
38
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I seem to read here something like this: Jociyédwmy dooimeyov . . . .
dndSavey Frovg ZX (?) unwos Meglsiiviov. The fact that the first word
is tolerably well made out, and in the accusative, throws donbt on the
rest. I believe that drelsdra is the usual word on inscriptions and not
«xidavey.

18. From the base of a statue at Judeithah, a small village at the foot
of Jebel Knisch, copied by Dr. De Forest.

IVNONI.REGINAE
PROSALVTE IMP CAES' T
AETI' HADRIANI'ANTONI
NIAVG-PII'P'LIBERO
RVM-QVE-EIVS'BABICA
IVS-FI'-CEMFILVSFRATES
EX-ESTAMENTOPETIII
ELVCIAE-MATRIS EOR:

The necessary corrections are almost too evident to be noticed, viz
AELI inline3, BALBICANVS inline5 ET for FI and FRA
TRES line 6, supply T line 7, and read PETILIAE line 7.

19. The following was copied at “ Kusr Wady, Hummara, Anti-Leba-
non,” by Dr. De Forest.

AAQGOTTH HAIOCAXZIITYXHAI
EMABwOEOY( AINAPIOTAPXIEPEwWwEE

ATPHAIOIBAPEAAA(;d’lAIHgTKAIOKBGO('OKBE 0
KAIBHPTAAOCABPWwEO¥CLKAIAECIANHCTEPuANO
KATpAKECAONICABIuu€ OYCKAIBEE ATAKOCA
€ENMNEu€ AHTEATIOKwuHCAINKAIIHACEKTICANT

“Two or three letters are wanting at the end of the last line. The 21
over the third line was so in the originul.” Dr. De Forest expresses
doubt respecting letters 5 and 14 of line 1, letter 5 of line 2 letter 21 of
line 3, the last letter of line 5, and letters 24 and 25 of line 6.

The latter part of the first line I have not been able to decypher. The
rest may have been as follows:

"Ayady Toxy

Ex’ 'ABwdéovc (1) Aewapyov (1) dpxsepéus,

'Avpniiog BapeaAag SiAinmev, xal "OxBeog *Onféov,

.xal BiipvAdog "ABpautove, xal"Aeiavyc Tepuiavoy

«al Maxedoviog 'ABupéovs xal Beediaxoc 8 (2)

EmpeAnral Gnd kdune Alv Kamjeg (1) éxrioav tobro, or ékmjoavro.

This inscription adds to the number of names appearing on Syrian
inscriptions Abothes (if that be the reading), Barealas, Okbeus, Abrames,
Aecianes, Abimmes and Beeliacus. The name of the village is uncertain,
a8 Dr. De Foreet is in doubt respecting two of the letters. Can 4 after
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Bocliacus denote that he is the fourth in descent bearing the same name ?
Comp. Meguarod B, i. e. 8%, or in other words son of Germanus in Boeckh,
No. 4648. 8till more sirange Syrian names occur in No. 4612 of Boeckh's
eollection.

In the Bibl. Sacr. for May, 1848, p. 253, the following line occurs i sm
inscription copied by Mr. Thomeon at Ruad.

AITEONOCAGKYOINHO

In attempting to restore the inscription of which this is a part 1 failed of
sscertaining the name of the legion here mentioned. A little more expe-
rience would bave led me to what I now see to be the certain emendation
in this case, viz. 4. Sxvduxijs, i. e. legionis quartae Scythicae. The traces
of the letters, as given by Mr. Thomson, are followed nearly throughout,
and the fourth legion with the same title, appears from at least one other
Greek inscription, to have been stationed at one time in Syria. Comp.
Boeckh. 3. No. 4460.
Most sincerely yours,
T. D. WooLszy.

ARTICLE X.
NEW PUBLICATIONS AND MISCELLANIES.

Lavaso’s Niveven, 'We wish to preserve on our pages a brief record
of the explorations and discoveries of Mr. Layard which are very inter-
esting in themselves and which seem destined to cast no inconsiderable
light on the Old Testament Scriptuves, as well as on other ancient histories.

Mr. Layard began his labors in Nov. 1845, and closed them in June, 1847,
The resuits are published (English edition) in the best style of London
workmanship, in two volumes, large duodecimo, pp. 300, 408. Besides s
detailed and very ioteresting account of the excavatious at Nimwroud, there
ia also a narrative of a visit to some of the native Christians of Kurdistan,
to the Yezidees (see Bib. Sac. Nov, 1847), and of several excursions amoug
‘the surrounding tribes of Arabs. The narrative proper closes at the 149th
‘page of Vol. 1I. The remainder of the secend volume, about 330 peges,
is devoted to a series of remarks on the Aneient History of Assyria, the
Semitic origin of the people, the architecture, and other arts, military sys-
tom, manners and private life, religion, ete.



